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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 



"-To expose superstition, the ignorance and credulity on which it is 
Dased, and to ameliorate the condition of the human race, is the ardent 
desire of every philanthropic mind. 

Mankind are unhappy, "yiprojportioQ as they are deluded by imag- . 
inary systems of theology. Taught to attach much importance to*^ 
belief in religious doctrines, and to mere forms and ceremonies of re- 
ligious worship, the slightest disagreement among theological dogma- 
tists is oftentimes sufficient to inflame their minds, already excited by 
bigotry, and to lead them to anathematize and destroy each other with- 
outpity, mercy, or remorse. 

The various theological systems in which mankind have been mis- 
led to have/aiYA, are but fables and falsehoods imposed by visionaries * 
and feinatics on the imorant, the weak, and the credulous, as historical 
truths ; and for unbelief of which, millions have perished at the stake, 
or pined in gloomy dimgeons : and such will ever be the case, until the 
mists of superstition, and the 'mfluence of priestcraft, are exposed by 
tlTe light of knowledge and the power of truth. 

Many honest and talented philanthropists have directed their 
powerful intellects against the religious d!ogmas which have caused 
so much misery and persecution among mankind. Owing, however, 
to the combined power and influence of kings and priests, many of 
those learned and liberal works have been either destroyed or buried 
in oblivion, and the characters of the writers assailed by the unsparing 
and relentless rancour oi pious abuse. 

To counteract and destroy, if possible, these sources of mischief 
and misery, is the intention of the publisher in issuing the System 
OF Nature ; and this truly able work oi a celebrated author, whose 
writings, owing to religious intolerance, have been kept in compar- 
ative obscurity, is now offered to the public in a form which unites 
the various advantages of neatness of typography and cheapness 
of price. 

The publisher commends to all Liberals this tTa\v^l^X\cy£\oi^K^ 
d'HoLBACH's System of Nature, because it *\s esXivm^Xe^ ^% iw 
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the most able expositions of theological absurdities which has ever 
been written. It is in reality a System of Nature. Man is here con- 
sidered in all his relations both to his own species and those spiritual 
beings which are supposed to exist in the imaginary Utopia of religious 
devotees. This great work strikes at the root of all the errours an(^ 
evil consequences of reUgious superstition and intolerance. It incul- 
cates the purest moraUty ; instructing us to be kind one to another, in 
order to live happily in each other's society — ^to be tolerant and for- 
bearing, because belief is involuntary, and mankind are so organized 
that all cannot think alike — ^to be indulgent and benevolent, because 
Kindness begets kindness, and hence each individual becomes inter- 
ested for the happiness of every other, and thus all contribute to human 
felicity. 

Let those who declare the immorality of sceptical vmtings, read the 
System of Nature, and they will be undeceived. They will then learn 
that the calumniated sceptics are incited by no other motives than the 
most praiseworthy benevolence ; that far from endeavouring to increase 
that misery which is incidental to hmnan life, they only wish to heal 
the animosities caused by religious dissensions, and to show men that 
their true polar star is to be happy, and endeavour to render others 
so. But above all, let those read this work who seek to come at a 
" knowledge of the truth ;" — let those read it whose minds are har- 
assed by the fear of death, or troubled by the horrible tales of a 
sanguinary and vengeful God. Let them read this work, and their 
doubts will vanish if there is any potency in the spear of Ithuriel. 

If the most profound logic, the acutest discrimination, the keenesi 
and most caustic saircasm, can reflect credit on an author, then we may 
justly hail Baron d'Holbach as the greatest among philosophers, and 
an honour to infidels. He is the author of many celebrated works be- 
sides the System of Nature,* among which we may number, Good 
Sense, The Natural History of Superstition, Letters to 
Eugenia, and other famous publications. He is described by bio- 
graphers as " a man of great and varied talents, generous and kind- 
hearted."! And the Reverend Laurence Sterne, mforms us in his 
Letters, that he was rich, generous, and learned, keeping an open 
house several days in the week for indigent scholars. Davenport, 
ubi sup,, page 324, says, " His works are numerous, and were all pub- 
lished anonymously." It is, no doubt, on this account that the Sys- 
feme de la rfature was first attributed to Helvetius, and then to Mira- 

* A person by the name of Robinet, wrote a work of a similar tendency, 
called De la Nature, which should not be confounded with that of Baron 
d Holbach. 

t Vide R. A. Davenport's Dictionary of Biography, Boston edition, page 
324, Article^ Holbach. Perhaps it may be well to aad that he was born in 
1723, in Heidesheim, Grermany, though he was educated at Paris, where he 
spent the greatest part of his life. He was a distinguished member of many 
European academies, and peculiarly conversant with mineralogy. He died in 
1780. 
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beau. But this important question has been set to rest by Baron 
Grinam, from whose celebrated correspondence we make the following 
extracts, under the date of August lOtn, 1789: — 

" I became acquainted with the Baron d'Holbach only a few years 
before his death ; but, to know him, and to feel that esteem and ven- 
eration with which his noble character inspired his firiends, a long ac- 
quaintance was not necessary. I therefore shall endeavour to portray 
him as he appeared to me ; and I fain would persuade myself, that it 
his manes could hear me, they would be pleased with the frankness 
and simplicity of my homage. 

" I have never met wim a man more learned — I may add, more 
universally learned, than the Baron d'Holbach ; and I have never seen 
any one who cared so httle to pass for learned in the eyes of the 
world. Had it not been for the sincere interest he took in the pro- 
gress of science, and a longing to impart to others what he thought 
might be useful to them, the world would always have remained ig- 
norant of his vast erudition. His learning, like his fortune, he gave 
away, but never crouched to public opinion. 

" The French nation is indebted to Baron d'Holbach for its rapid 
progress in natural history and chymistry. It was he who, 30 years 
ago, translated the best works published by the Germans on both these 
sciences, till then, scarcely knovni, or at least, very much neglected 
in France. His translations are enriched with valuable notes, but 
those who availed themselves of his labour ignored to whom they 
were indebted for it ; and even now it is scarcely known. 

* There is no longer any indiscretion in stating that Baron d'Hol 
bach is the author oi the work which, eighteen years ago, made s«- 
much noise in Europe, of the far-famed System of Nature. Hijr 
self-love was never seduced by the lofty reputation his work obtained. 
If he was so fortunate as to escape suspicion, he was more indebted 
for it to his ovfn modesty, than to the prudence and discretion of his 
friends. As to myself, I do not like the doctrines taught in that wOrk. 
but those who have known the author, will, in justice, admit, that no 
private consideration induced him to advocate that system - he became 
its apostle with a purity of intention, and an abnegation of self, which 
in the eyes of faith, would have done honour to the apostles of th6 
holiest religion. 

"His Sy^^eme Social^ and his Morale Universelle, did not create 
the same sensation as the Systeme de la Nature ; but those two work* 
show that, after having pullea dovni what human weakness had erected 
as a barrier to vice, the author felt the necessity of rebuilding another 
founded on the progress of reason, a good education, and wholesomci 
laws. 

" It was natural for the Baron d'Holbach to believe in the empire 
of reason, for his passions (and we always judge others by ourselves), 
were such, as in all cases to give the ascendency to virtue and corr**'** 
principles. It was impossible for him to hate any one ; yet he c 
not, without an effort, dissimulate his profound horcowt ioi ^xv^n 
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panders of despotism, and the promoters of superstition. Whenever 
ne spoke of these, his naturally good temper forseok him. 

" Among his friends, the Baron d'Holbach numbered the celebrated 
Heiv6tius, Diderot, d'Alembert, Naigeon, Condillac, Turgot, Buffon, 
J.J. Rousseau, Voltaire, &c. ; and m other countries, such men as 
Hume, Garrick, the Abbate Galiani, &c. If so distinguished and 
learned a society was calculated to give more strength and expansion 
to his mind, it has also been justly remarked, that those illustrious 
men could not but learn many curious and useful things from him ; 
for he possessed an extensive library, and the tenacity of his memory 
was such as to enable him to remember without effort every thing he 
had once read." 

However, the most praiseworthy feature in d'Holbach's character, 
was his benevolence ; and we now conclude this sketch with the fol- 
lowing pithy anecdote related by Mr. Naigeon, in the Journal of 
Pans : — 

" Among those who frequented d'Holbach's house, was a Uterary 
gentleman, who, for some time past, appeared musing aYid in deep 
melancholy. Pained to see his friend in that state, d'Holbach called 
on him. ' I do not wish,' said d'Holbach, * to pry into a secret you 
did not wish to confide to me, but I see you are sorrowful, and your 
situation makes me both uneasy and unhappy. I know you are not 
rich, and you may have wants which you nave hid from me. I bring 
you ten thousand francs which are of no use to me. You will cer- 
tainly not reftise them if you feel any friendship for me ; and by-and- 
by, whenyou find yourself in better circumstances, you will return 
them.' Tiiis friend, moved to tears by the generosity of the action, 
assured him that he did not want money, that his chagrm had another 
cause, and therefore could not accept his ofier ; but ne never forgot 
the kindness which prompted it, and to him I am indebted for the facts 
I have just related.' 

We have no apologies to niake for republishing the System of 
Nature at this time ; the work will support itself, and needs no advo- 
cate ; it has never been answered, because, in truth, it is, indeed, un- 
answerable. It demonstrates the fallacy as well of the religion of 
the Paffan as the Jew — ^the Christian as the Mahometan. It is a 
guide suike to the philosopher emancipated from religious thraldom, 
and the poor votary mislea by the foUies of superstition. 

All Christian vmters on Natural Theology have studiously avoided 
even the mention of this masterly production : knowing their utter in- 
ability to cope vrith its powerful reasoning, they have wisely passed 
it by in silence. Henry Lord Brougham, it is true, in his recent 
Discourse of Natural Theology, has mentioned this extraordinary 
treatise, but with what care does he evade entering the lists with this 
distinguished vmter! He passes over the work with a haste and 
sophistry that indicates how fully conscious he was of his own weak- 
ness and his opponent's strength. " There is no book of an Atheistical 
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iescription," says his lordship, '^ which has ever made a greater im- 
pression than the famous Systeme de la Nature.'* 

• • • • • 

'^ It is impossible to deny the merits of the Systeme de la Nature. 
The work of a great writer it unquestionably is ; but its merit lies in 
the extraordinary eloquence of tne composition, and the skill with 
which words are substituted for ideas ; and assumptions for proofs, are 
made to pass current," &c. It is with a few pages of such empty de- 
clamation that his lordship attacks and condenms this eloquent and 
logical work.* 

We do not wish to detain the reader longer from its perusal by 
lengthening out our preface, and have only to remark, in conclusion, 
that when Baron d'Holbach finished this work, he might have said 
with more truth, and far less vanity than Horace : — 

" Elxegi monumentum sere perennius, 
Regalique situ pyramidum altius ; 
QrUod non imber edax, non Aqoilo impotens 
Possit diruere^ aut innumerabuis 
Annorum senes, et faga temporum." — et seq. 
a Hor. Flac. Car. Lib. III. 30, v. 1-5. 

* Vide A Discourse of Natural Theology, by Henry Lord Broughtm, 
F.R.S., Slc Philadelphia : Carey, Lea, and Blanchard. 1835. Pages 146 
and 147. 
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The source of man's unhappiness is his ignoarance of Natme. The 
pertiDacity with which he cuncs to bUiid opinions imbibed in his in- 
fancy, which interweare themselTes ¥rith his existence, the oonseqnent 
prejudice that warps his mind, that preTentis its expansion, that renders 
aim the slave of fiction, appears to doom him to contbuial enonr. He 
resembles a child destitute of experience, full of idle notions : a dan- 
gerous leaven mixes itself ¥rith all his knowledge : it is of necessity 
obscure, it is Tacillatrog and false : — He takes the tone of his ideas oa. 
the authority of others, who are themselves in enour, or else have an 
interest in deceiving him. To remove this Cimmerian darkness, 
these barriers to the improvement of his condition ; to disentangle him 
firom the clouds of errour that envelop him, that obscore the path he 
ought to tread ; to guide him out of this Cretan labyrinth, reqmres die 
clue of Ariadne, with all the love she could bestow on Thesena. It 
exacts more thui common exertion ; it needs a most determined, a most 
undaunted coura^^e — it is never effected but by a persevering resdu- 
tion to act, to think for himself; to examine with rigour and impaiti- 
aUty the opinions he has adopted. He will find that the most noxious 
weeds have sprung up beside beautiful flowers ; entwined themselves 
around their stems, overshadowed them with an exuberance of foliage, 
clioked the ground, enfeebled their growth, diminished their petus, 
dimmed the brilliancy of their colours ; that deceived by the apparent 
freshness of their verdure^ by the rapidity of their exfoliation, ne has 
given them cultivation, watered them, nurtured them, when he ou^t 
to have plucked out tlieir very roots. 

Man seeks to range out of fiis sphere : notwithstanding the reiterated 
checks his ambitious folly experiences^ he still attempts the impossi- 
ble ; strives to cany his researches beyond the visible worid ; and mmts 
out misery in imaginaiy regions, tie would be a metaphysician be- 
fore he has become a aractical philosopher. He ouits the contempla- 
tion of realities to meoitate on chimeras. He neglects experience to 
feed on conjecture, to induU|(e in hypothesis. He dares not cultivate 
his reason, because from his earliest days he has been tau^t to con- 
sider it criminal. He pretends 10 k'*^' * in Aa indiaimct abodes 
of another life, before he has cc •lOT ^i^uch he is 
to render himself happy in tb* maU mui dis- 
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dairis the study of Nature, except it be partially : he pursues phantoms 
that resemble an ignis-fatuusy which at once dazzle, bewilder, and 
affright : like the benighted traveller led astray by these deceptive ex- 
halations of a swampy soil, he frequently quits the plain, the simple 
road of truth, by pursuing of which, he can alone ever reasonably hope 
to reach the goal of happiness. 

The most important of our duties, then, is to seek means by which 
we may destroy delusions that can never do more than mislead us. 
The remedies lor these evils must be sought for in Nature herself ; itl 
is only in the abiuidance of her resources, that we can rationally ex-' 
pect to find antidotes to the mischiefs brought upon us by an ill-di- 
rected, by an overpowering enthusiasm. It is time these remedies 
were sought ; it is time to look the evil boldly in the face, to examine 
its foundations, to scrutinize its superstructure : reason, with its faithful 
guide experience, must attack in their entrenchments those prejudices 
to which the human race has but too long been the victim. For this j 

gurpose reason must be restored to its proper rank, — ^it must be rescued 
•cm the evil company with which it is associated. It has been too 
long degraded — ^too long neglected — cowardice has rendered it Subser- 
vient to deliriimi, the slave to falsehood. It must no longer be held 
down by the massive chains of i^orant prejudice. 

Truth is invariable — it is reqmsite toman — ^it can never harm him — j 
his very necessities, sooner or later, make him sensible of this ; obhge 1 
him to acknowledge it. Let us then discover it to mortals — ^let us ex- 
hibit its charms — let us shed its efiiilgence over the darkened road ; it 
is the only mode by which man can become disgusted with that dis- 
graceful superstition which leads him into errour, and which but too 
often usurps his homage by treacherously covering itself with the mask 
of truth — its lustre can wound none but those enemies to the human 
race whose power is bottomed solely on the ignorance, on the dark- 
ness in which they have in almost every climate contrived to involve 
the mind of man. 

Truth speaks not to these perverse beings : — her voice can* only be 
heard by generous minds accustomed to reflection, whose sensibilities 
make them lament the numberless calamities showered on the earth 
by political and religious tyranny — ^whose enlightened minds contem- 

fJate with horrour me immensity, the ponderosity of that series of mis- 
brtrines with which errour has in all ages overwhelmed mankind. 

To errour must be attributed those insupportable chains which tyrants, 
which priests have forged for all nations. To errour must be equally 
attributed that abject slavery into which the |teople of almost every 
country have fallen. Nature designed they should pursue their hap- 
piness by the most perfect freedom. To errour must be attributed 
those religious terrours which, in almost every climate, have either pe- 
trified man with fear, or caused him to destroy himself for coarse or 
fanciful beings. To errour must be attributed those inveterate hatreds, 
those barbarous persecutions, those numerous massacres, those dread- 

2 



Z AUTHOA'S F&BFACB. 

fill tragedies, of which, under pretext of senriiur the interests of heaven, 
, the earth has been but too firecjuently made Uie theatre. It is errour 
>i consecrated by reUgious enthusiasm, which produces that ignorance, 
that uncertainty in. which man ever finds himself with regsurd to his 
most evident duties, his clearest rights, the most demonstrable truths. 
In short, man is almost every where a poor degraded captive, devoid 
either of greatness of soul, of reason, or of virtue, whom nis inhiunan 
gaolers have never permitted to see the hght of day. 

Let us then endeavour to disperse those clouds of ignorance, those 
mists of darkness which impede man on his journey, which obscure 
/ his progress, which prevent his marching through life with a firm, with 
i a steady step. Let us try to inspire him with course — ^with respect 
for his reason — ^with an inextinguishable love for truth — to the 
end that he may learn to know himself — ^to know his legitunate 
rights — ^that he may learn to consult his experience, and no 
longer be the dupe of an imagination led astray by authority — 
that he may renounce the prejudices of his childhood— that he may 
learn to found his morals on his nature, on his wants, on the real 
advantage of society — ^that he may dare to love himself— Aatifijiyiy 
leam to pursue his true happiness by promoting that of ot hers — i n 
short, that he may no longer occupy himself with reveries eitLer use- 
less or dangerous — ^that he may become a virtuous, a rational being, 
in which case he cannot fail to become happy. 

If lie must have his chimeras, let him at least leam to permit others 
to form theirs after their own fashion ; since nothing can be more im- 
material than the manner of men's thinking on subjects not accessible 
to reason, provided those thoughts be not suffered to imbody them- 
selves into actions injurious to others : above all, let him be folly per- 
suaded that it is of the utmost importance to the inhabitants of this 
world to be just, kind, and peaceable. 

Far from injuring the cause of virtue, an impartial examination of 
the principles of this work will show that its object is to restore truth 
to its proper temple, to build up an altar whose foundations shall be 
consolidated by morality, reason, and justice : from this sacred fane, 
virtue guarded by truth, clothed with experience, shall shed forth her 
radiance on delighted mortals ; whose homage flowing consecutively 
shall open to the world a new era, by rendenng generS the belief that 
happiness, the true end of man's existence, can never be attained but 

BY PROMOTING THAT OF HIS FELLOW CREATURE. 

In conclusion : — ^Warned by old age and weak limbs that death is 
fast approaching, the author protests most solemnly that, in his labours, 
his sole object nas been to promote the happiness of his fellow crea- 
tures ; and hiq only ambition, to merit the approbation of the few 
partizans of Truth who honestly and sincerely seek her. He writes 
not for those who are deaf to the voice of reason, who judge of things 
only by their vile interest or fatal prejudices : 'his cold remains will 
fear neither their clamours nor their resentments, so terrible to those 
who, whilst living, dare proclaim the truth. 
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THE SYSTEM OF NATURE, 



OF NATURE AND PIER LAWS— OF MAN— OF THE SOUL AND ITS FACULTIES— OF THK 

DOCTRINE OF IMMORTALITY— ON HAPPINESS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Of Naiure. 

Men will always deceive themselves 
by abandoning experience to follow 
imaginary systems. Man is the work 
of Nature : lie exists in Nature : he is 
submitted to her laws : he cannot de- 
liver himself from them; nor can he 
step beyond them even in thought. It 
is in vain his mind would sprmg for- 
ward beyond the visible world, an im- 
perious necessity always compels his 
, return. For a being formed by Nature, 
and circumscribed by her laws, there ex- 
ists nothing beyond the great whole of 
which he forms a part, oi which he ex- 
periences the influence. Th^ beings 
tvhich he pictures to himself as above 
nature, or distinguished from her, are 
always chimeras formed after that 
' which he has already seen, but of which 
it is impossible he should ever form 
any correct idea, either as to the place 
thejr occupy, or of their manner of 
acting. There is not, there can be 
nothing out of that Nature which in- 
cludes all beings. 

Instead, therefore, of seeking out of 
the world he inhabits .for beings wlio 
can procure him a happiness denied to 
him W Nature, let man study this Na- 
ture, let him learn her laws, contem- 
plate her energies, observe the immuta- 
ble rules by which she acts : — let him 
apply these discoveries to his own feli- 
city and submit in silence to her man- 
dates, which nothing can alter: — let 
him cheerfully consent to ignore causes 
hid from him by an impenetrable veil ; — 
let him without murmuring yield to 
the decrees of a universal necessity, 
which can never be brought within his 
comprehension, nor ever emancipate 
him from those laws imposed on nim 
bv his essence. 



The distinction which has been so 
often made between the physical and 
the moral man is evidently an abusQ 
of terms. Man is a being purely phy- 
sical : the moral man is nothing more 
than this physical being corfsidered 
under a certain point of view, that is 
to say, with relation to some of his 
modes of action, arising out of his par- 
ticular organization. But is not this 
organization itself the work of Nature ? 
The motion or impulse to action of 
which he is susceptible, is that not phy- 
sical ? His visible actions, as well as 
the invisible motion interiorly excited 
by his will or his thoughts, are equally 
the natural effects, the necessary con- 
sequences, of his peculiar mechanism, 
and the impulse he receives from those 
beings by whom he is surrounded. All 
that the numan mind has successively 
invented with a view to change or 
perfect his being, and to render him- 
self more happy, was only a neces- 
sary consequence of man's peculiar 
essence^ and that of the beings who act 
upon him. The object of all his in- 
stitutions, of all his reflections, of all 
his knowledge, is only to procure that 
happiness towards which he is inces- 
santly impelled by the peculiarity of his 
nature. All that he does, all that he 
thinks, all that he is, all that he will be, 
is nothing more than what Universal 
Nature has made him. His ideas, his 
will, his actions, are the necessary ef- 
fects of those qualities infused into 
him by Nature, and of those circum- 
stances in which she has placed him. 
In short, art is nothing but Nature act- 
ing with the tools she has made. 

Nature sends man naked and desti- 
tute into this world which is to be his 
abode: he quickly learns to cover his 
nakedness, to shelter himself from the 
inclemency of the weather, first with 
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rude huts and the skins of the beasts of 
the forest ; by degrees he mends their 
appearance, renders them more con- 
venient : he establishes manufactories 
of cloth, of cotton, of silk ; he digs clay, 
gold, and other fossils from the bowels 
of the earth, converts them into bricks 
for his house, into vessels for his use, 
gradually improves their shape, aug- 
ments their beauty. To a being ele- 
vated above our terrestrial globe, who 
should contemplate the human species 
tiirough all the changes he undergoes 
in his progress towards civilization, 
man would not appear less subjected 
to the laws of Nature when naked in 
the forest painfully seeking his susten- 
ance, than when living in civilized so- 
ciety surrounded with comforts ; that is 
to say, enriched with greater experi- 
ence, plunged in luxury, where he 
every day invents a thousand new wants 
and discovers a thousand new modes 
of satisfying them. All the steps taken 
by man to regulate his existence, ought 
only to be considered as a long succes- 
sion of causes and effects, which are 
nothing more than the development of 
the fii'st impulse given him by nature. 

The same animal by virtue of his 
organization passes successively* from 
the most simple to the most complica- 
ted wants ; it is nevertheless the con- 
sequence of his nature. The butterfly 
whose beauty we admire, whose colours 
are so rich, whose appeararice is so 
brilliant, commences as an inanimate 
unattractive egg; from this, heat pro- 
duces a worm, this becomes a chrysalis, 
then changes into that wins^ed insect 
decorated with the most vivid tints : ar- 
rived at this stage he reproduces, he 
propagates : at last despoiled of his or- 
naments he is obliged to disappear, 
hav ng fulfilled the task imposed on 
him by Nature, having described the 
circle of mutation marked out for beings 
of his order. 

The same progress, the same change 
takes place m vegetables. It is by 
a succession of combinations originally 
interwoven with the energies of the 
aloe, that this plant is insensibly regu- 
lated, gradually expanded, and at the 
end of a great number of years pro- 
duces those flowers which announce 
its dissolution. 

It is equally so with man, who in all 
his motion, all the changes he un- 



dergoes, never acts but according to 
laws peculiar to his organization, and 
to the matter of which he is composed. 

The phyttical man, is he who acts 
by causes our senses make us under- 
stand. 

The moral man, is he who acts by 
physical causes, with which our preju- 
dices preclude us from becoming ac- 
quainted. 

The Ki'ld man, is a child destitute 
of experience, who is incapable of pur- 
suing his happiness, because he has not 
learnt how to oppose resistance to the 
impulses he receives from those beings 
by whom he is surrounded. 

The civilized man, is he whom ex- 
perience and social liie have enabled to 
draw from nature the means of his own 
happiness ; because he has learned to 
oppose resistance to those impulses he 
receives from exterior beings, when ex- 
perience has taught him they would be 
injurious to his welfare. 

The enlightened man, is man in his 
maturity, in his perfection ; who is ca- 
pable of pursuing his own happiness ; 
because he has learned to examine, to, 
think. for himself, and not to take that 
for truth upon the authority of others, 
which experience has taught him ex- 
amination will frequently prove errone- 
ous. 

The happy man, is he who knows 
how to enjoy the benefits of nature : in 
other words, he who thinks for him- 
self; who is thankful for the good he 
possesses ; who does not envy the wel- 
fare of others ; who does not sigh after 
imaginary benefits always beyond his 
grasp. 

The unhappy man, is he who is in- 
capacitated to enjoy the benefits of na- 
ture ; that is, he who suffers others to 
think for him ; who neglects the abso- 
lute good he possesses, in a fruitless 
search after imaginary benefits ; who 
vainly sighs after that which ever eludes 
his pursuit. 

It necessarily results, that man in his 
researches ought always to fall back 
on experience, and natural philosophy : 
These are what he should consult in 
his religion — in his morals — in his le- 
gislation — in his political government 
— in the arts — in the sciences — in his 
pleasures — in his misfortunes. Ex- 
perience teaches that Nature acts by 
simple, uniform, and invariable laws 
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It is by his senses man is bound to passed away the ancient mythology, 

this universal Nature; it is by his with all the trumpery attributes at- 

senoes he must penetrate her secrets ; tached to it by ignorance.* 

it is from his senses he must draw Man did not understand that Nature, 

experience of her laws. Whenever, equal in her distributions, entirely 

therefore, he either fails to acquire destitute of goodness or malice, fol- 

experience or quits its path, he stum- lows only necessary and immutable 

bles into an abyss, his imagination laws, when she either produces beings 

leads him astray. or destroys them, when she causes 

All the errours of man are physical those to suffer, whose organization 
errours : he never deceives himself but creates sensibility ; when shu scatters 
when he neglects to return back to na- among them good and evil ; when 
ture, to consult her laws, to call experi- she subjects them to incessant change 
ence to his aid. It is for want of experi- — he did not perceive it was in the 
ence he forms such imperfect ideas of bosom of Nature herself, that it was 
matter, of its properties, of its combina- in her abundance he ought to seek 
tions, of its power, of its mode of action, to satisfy his wants; for remedies 
or of the energies which spring from its against his pains; for the means of 
essence. Wanting this experience, the rendering himself happy : he expected 
whole universe to him is but one vast to derive these benefits from imaginary 
scene of illusion. The most ordinary beings, whom he erroneously imagin- 
/esults appear to him the most astonish- ed to be the authors of his pleasures, 
ing phenomena ; he wonders at every the cau«5e of his misfortunes. From 
thing, understands nothing, and yields hence it is clear that to his ignorance 
the guidance of his actions to those in- of Nature, man owes the creation of 
terested in betraying his interests. He those illusive powers under which he 
is ignorant of Nature, he has mistaken has so long trembled with fear ; that 
her laws ; he has not contemplated superstitious worship, which has been 
the necessary routine which she has the source of all his misery, 
marked out for every thing she con- For want of clearly understanding 
tains. Mistaken the laws of Natuie, his own peculiar nature, his proper ten- 
did I say ? He has mistaken himself: dency, his wants, and his rights, man ■ 
the consequence is, that all his sys- has fallen in society, from Freedom 
tems, all his conjectures, all his rea- into Slavery. He had forgotten the 
so flings, from which he has banished design of his existence, or else he be- 
experience, are nothing more than a lieved himself obliged to smother the 
tissue of en-ours, a long chain of ab- natural desires of his heart, and to sacri- 
surdities. fice his welfare to the caprice of chiefs, • 

All errour is prejudicial : it is by de- either jelected by himself, or submitted 

ceiving himselt that man is plunged to without examination. He was ig- 

in misery. He neglected Nature ; he norant of the true policy of association 

understood not her laws; he formed — of the true object of government; h« 

gods of the most preposterous kinds : disdained to listen to the voice cf Nature, 

these became the sole objects of his which loudly proclaimed that the price 

hope, the creatures of his fear, and he of all submission is protection and 

trembled under these visionary deities ; 

under the supposed influence of im- V '^ impossible to peruse the ancient and 

or.-;nr.«.ir K^i'^/^J ^^^»*^A u,r k,'^ «i^ modem theological woFKLs without feeling ois- 

agmary bemgs created by himself; ^ed at the contemptible invention of Siose 

under the terrour mspired by blocks of gods which have been made objects of terrour 

stone ; by logs of wood ; by flying fish ; or love to mankind. To begin with thie in- 

or else under the frowns of men, habitants of India and Egjyt, of Greece and 

mortal as himself, whom his distemper- ^^^^. ll'^hat "asTaUt ^^d^i^am 'hi thdr 

ed fancy had elevated above that Nature ^He'lts? Are^oSTw/Tny beUe^r^ No! 

ot which alone he is capable of form- Cicero said, that two Augurs could not look 

ing any idea. His very posterity at each other without laughing; but he littie 

laughs to scorn his folly, because ex- thought that a time would come when a set 

perience has convinced them of the "'^'^T'^t^^'^^^^'^'^^J: J^Lt^^^^^ 

-u j'*,^ri.' ji r r erend, would endeavour to persuade ther 

absurdity ot his groundless fears, of f^n^^ ^en that they TepTeaeTvx.eA\\ife\>\Nm\\x 

his misplaced worship. Thus has on earth! t De« mrserobies. 
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happiness : the end of all government 
the benefit of the governed, not the 
exclusive advantage of the governours. 
He gave himself up without reserve to 
men like himself, whom his prejudices 
induced him to contemplate as beings ; 
of a superior order, as gods upon earth : 
these profited by his ignorance, took ad- 
vantage of his prejudices, corrupted 
him, rendered him vicious, enslaved ; 
him, made him miserable. Thus man, I 
intended by Nature for the full enjoy- 
ment of freedom, to patiently investi- 
gate her laws, to search into her secrets, 
to always cling to his experience, has, 
from a neglect of her saiutar\' ad- 
monitions, from an inexcusable ignor- 
ance of his own peculiar essence, fallen 
into servitude, and has been wickedly 
governed. 

Having mistaken himself, he has 
remained ignorant of the necessary 
affinity that subsists between him and 
the beings of his own species : having 
mistaken his duty to himself, it follow- 
ed, as a consequence, he has mistaken 
his duty to others. He made an errone- 
ous calculation of what his felicity re- 
quired; he did not perceive, what he 
owed to himself, the excesses he ought 
to avoid, the passions he ought to re- 
sist, the impulses he ought to follow, 
in order to consolidate his happiness, 
to promote his comfort, to further his 
advantage. In short, he was ignorant 
of his true interests ; hence his irregu- 
larities, his intemperance, his shame- 
ful voluptuousness, with that long train 
of vices to which he has abandoned 
himself, at the expense of his preser- 
vation, at the risk of his permanent 
felicity. 

It is, therefore, ignorance of himself, 
that has prevented man from enlighten- 
ing his morals. The depraved govern- 
ments to which he had submitted, felt 
an interest in preventing the practice 
of his duties, even when he knew 
them. 

Man's ignorance has endured so 
long, he has taken such slow, such 
irresolute steps to ameliorate his condi- 
tion, only because he has neglected to 
study Nature, to scrutinize her laws, to 
search out her resources, to discover 
her properties. His sluggishness finds 
its account in permitting himself to 
be guided by precedent, rather than 
to follow experience wnich demands 



activity; to be led by routine, rather 
than by his reason which exacts reflec- 
tion. From, hence may be traced the 
aversion man betrays for ever}' thing 
that swerves from those rules to which 
he has been accustomed: hence his 
stupid, his scrupulous respect for anti- / 
quity. for the most silly, the most ah- / 
surd institutions of his lathers : hence 
those fears that seize him, when the 
most advantageous changes are propos- 
ed to him, or the most probable attempts 
are made to better his condition. He 
dreads to examine, because he has been 
taught to hold it a profanation of some- 
thing immediately connected with his 
welfare; he credulously believes the 
interested advice, and spurns at those 
who wish to show him the danger of 
the road he is travelling. 
• This is the reason why nations linger 
on in the most scandalous lethargy, 
groaning under abuses transmitted from 
century to century, trembling at the 
very idea of that which alone can re- 
medy their misfortunes. 

It is for want of energy, for want ol 
consulting experience, that medicine, 
natural philosophy, agriculture, paint- 
ing, in short, all the useful sciences have 
so long remained under the shackles 
of authority, have progressed so little: 
those who profess these sciences, for 
the most part prefer treading the beaten 
paths, however inadequate to their end, 
rather than strike out new ones : they ' 
prefer the ravings of their imagination, 
their gratuitous conjectures, to that 1 
laborious experience which alone can ' 
extract her secrets from Nature. 

In short, man, whether from sloth or 
from terrour, having renounced the evi- - 
dence of his senses, has been guided in 
all his actions, in all his enterprises, by * 
imagination, by enthusiasm, by habit, 
by prejudice, and above all, by autho-y^ 
rity, which knew well how to deceive 
him. Thus, imaginary systems have 
supplied the place of experience — of 
reflection — of reason. Man, petrified 
with his fears, inebriated with the mar- 
vellous, or benumbed with sloth, sur- 
rendered his experience : guided by his 
credulity, he was unable to fall back 
upon it, he became consequently inex- 
perienced: from thence he gave birth • 
to the most ridiculous opinions, or else 
adopted wit^ ^ 'mination, all those 



chimeras 



'e notions offer- 
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ed to him by men whose interest it 
was to fool him to the top of his bent. 
Thus, because man has forgotten Na- 
ture, has neglected her ways — because 
he has disdained experience — because 
he has thrown by his reason — because 
he has been enraptured with the mar- 
vellous, with the supernatural — because 
Jie has unnecessarily trembled, man 
y pas continued so long in a state of in- 
•^jfancy ; and these are the reasons there 
■is so much trouble in conducting him 
,jfrom this state of childhood to that of 
: manhood. He has had nothing but the 
most jejune hypotheses, of which he 
has never dared to examine either the 
principles or the proofs, because he has 
been accustomed to hold them sacred, 
to consider them as the most perfect 
truths, of which it is not permitted to 
doubt, even for an instant. His ig- 
norance rendered him credulous : his 
curiosity made him swallow large 
draughts of the marvellous: time con- 
firmed him in his opinions, and he 
passed his conjectures from race to race 
for realities ; a tyrannical power main- 
tained him in his notions, because by 
those alone could society be enslaved. 
At length the whole science of man be- 
came a confused mass of darkness, 
falsehood and contradictions, with 
here and there a feeble ray ot truth, 
furnished by that Nature of which he 
can never entirely divest himself, be- 
cause, without his knowledge, his ne- 
cessities are continually bringing him 
back to her resources. 

»Let us then, raise ourselves above 
these clouds ot prejudice, contemplate 
the opinions of men, and observe their 
various systems ; let us learn to distrust 
a disordered imagination ; let us take 
experience, that faithful monitor, for 
our guide ; let us consult Nature, ex- 
plore her laws, dive into her stores; 
let us draw from herself our ideas of 
the beings she contains; let us fall 
back on our senses, which errour, in- 
terested errour has taught us to suspect ; 
let us consult that reason, which, for the 
vilest purposes, has been so shame- 
fully calumniated, so cruelly disgraced ; 
let us attentively examine the visible 
world, and let us try if it will not en- 
able us to fonn a tolerable judgment of 
the invisible territory of the intellectual 
world : perhaps it may be found thjit 
there has been no s<i(Hcient reason fur 



distinguishing them, and that it is not 
without motives that two empires have 
been separated, which are equally the 
inheritance of nature. 

The universe, that vast assemblage 
of every thing that exists, presents only 
matter and motion : the wnole offers to 
our contemplation nothing but an im- 
mense, an uninterrupted succession of 
causes and effects ; some of these causes 
are known to us, because they strike 
immediately on our senses ; others are 
unknown to us, because they act upon 
us by effects, frequently very remote 
from their original cause. 

An immense variety of matter, com- 
bined under an infinity of forms, in- 
cessantly communicates, unceasingly 
receives a diversity of impulses. The 
different properties of this matter, its 
innumerable combinations, its various 
methods of action, which are the neces- 
sary consequence of these combinations, 
constitute for man, what he calls the 
essence of beings : it is from these diver- 
sified essences that spring the orders, 
the classes, or the systems, which these 
beings respectively occupy, of which 
the sum total makes up that which is 
called NATURE. ^ 

Nature, therefore, in its most extend- 
ed signification, is the great whole that 
results from the assemblage of matter 
under its various combinations, with 
that diversity of motions which the uni- 
verse offers to our view. Nature, in a less 
extended sense, or considered in each • 
individual, is the whole that results from 
its essence ; that is to say, the properties, 
the combination, the impulse, and the 
peculiar modes of action, by which it is 
discriminated from other beings. .It is 
thus that MAN is, as a whole, the re^'ult 
of a certain combination of matter, en- 
dowed with peculiar properties, compe- 
tent to give, capable of receiving, certain 
impulses, the arrangement of which is 
called organization, of which the es- 
sence is, to feel, to think, to act, to 
move, after a manner distinguished ' 
from other beings with which he can 
be compared. Man, therefore, ranks 
in an order, in a system, in a class by 
himself, which differs from that of other 
animals, in whom we do not perceive 
those properties of which he is possess- 
ed. The different systems of beings, or 
if they will, their particular uatxixe^^ 
depend on t\\e geTvei^Y %>js\.e\^ ol \>ci» 
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great whole, or that universal nature, 
of which they form a part ; to which 
every thing that exists is necessarily 
submitted, and attached. 

Having described the proper defini- 
tion that should be applied to the word 
NATURE, I must advise the reader, once 
for all, that whenever, in the course of 
this work, the expression occurs, that 
" Nature produces such or such an 
effect," there is no intention of per- 
sonifying that nature, which is purely 
an abstract being ; it merely indicates, 
that the effect spoken of, necessarily 
springs from the peculiar properties of 
those beings which compose the mighty 
macrocosm. When, therefore, it is said, 
Nature demands that man should piu- 
suf. his own happiness^ it is to prevent 
circumlocution, to avoid tautology ; it 
is to be understood that it is the pro- 
perty of a being that feels, that thinks, 
that wills, that acts, to labour to its own 
happiness ; in short, that is called natu- 
ral which is conformable to the essence 
of things, or to the laws which Nature 
prescribes to the beings she contains, 
m the different orders they occupy, un- 
der the various circumstances through 
which they are obliged to pass. Thus 
health is natural to man in a certain 
: state ; disease is natural to him under 
other circumstances ; dissolution, or if 
they will, death, is a natural state for 
a body, deprived of some of those things, 
necessary to maintain the existence of 
the animal, &c. By essence is to be 
understood, that which constitutes a 
being such as it is; the whole of the 
properties, or qualities, by which it acts 
as it does. Thus, when it is said, it is 
the essence of a stone to fall, it is the 
same as saying, that its descent, is the 
necessary effect of its gravity, of its 
density, of the cohesion of its parts, 
of the elements of which it is composed. 
In short, the essence of a being, is its 
particular, its individual nature. 



CHAPTER II. . 

Of Motion^ and its Origin, 

Motion is an effect by which a body 

either changes, or has a tendency to 

change its position : that is to say, by 

which it successively corresponds with 

diiTereDt parts of space, or chansces it«5 



relative distance to other bodies. It is 
motion alone that establishes the rela- 
tion between our senses and exteiior 
or interior beings : it is only by motion, 
that these beings are impressed upon 
us — that we know their existence — 
that we judge of their properties — that 
we distinguish the one from the other — 
that we distribute them into classes. 

The beings, the substances, or the 
various bodies, of which nature is the- 
assemblage, are themselves effects of 

certain combinations effects which 

become causes in their turn. A cause 
is a being which puts another in motion, 
or which produces some change in it. 
The effect is the change produced in 
one body by the motion or presence of 
another. 

Each being, by its essence, by its 
peculiar nature, has the faculty of pro- 
ducing, is capable of receiving, has the 
power of communicating a variety of 
motion. Thus some beings are proper 
to strike our organs : these organs are 
competent to receiving the impression, 
are adequate to undergoing changes by 
their presence. Those which cannot 
act on any of our organs, either imme- 
diately and by themselves, or mediately, 
by the intervention of other bodies, exist 
not for us ; since they can neither move 
us, nor consequently furnish us with 
ideas : they can neither be known to us, 
nor of course be judged of by us. To 
know an object, is to have felt it; to 
feel it, it is requisite to have been moved 
by it. To see, is to have been moved ! y 
something acting on the visual organs ; 
to hear, is to have been struck by some- 
thing on our auditory nerves. In short, 
in whatever mode a body may act upon 
IS, whatever impulse we may receive 
from it, we can have no other knowledge 
of it than by the change it produces in us. 

Nature, as we have already said, is 
the assemblage of all the beings, and 
consequently, of all the motion of which 
we have a knowledge, as well as of 
many others of which we know nothing, 
because they have not yet become acces- 
sible to our senses. From the continual 
action and re-action of these beings, 
result a series of causes and effects ; or 
a chain of motion guided by the con- 
stant and invariable laws peculiar to 
each being : which are necessary or 
inherent to its pailveuW t^aA-wxe^ wriich 
make it a\waNs ^oX ot \\\o\^ ^ix^x -si 
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determinate manner. The different 
principles of this motion, are unknown 
to us, because we are in many instances, 
if not in all. ignorant of what constitutes 
the essence of beinga. The elements 
cf bodies escape our senses ; we know 
them only in the mass : we are neither 
acquainted with their intimate combi- 
nation, nor the proportion of these com- 
binations : from whence must necessa- 
rily result their mode of action^ their 
impulse, or their different effects. 

Our senses, bring us generally ac- 
quainted with two sorts of motion in 
the beings that surround us. The one 
is the motion of the mass, by which an 
entire body, is transferred from one place 
to another. Of the motion of this genus 
we are perfectly sensible. — Thus, we 
see a stone fall, a ball roll, an arm more 
or change its position. The other, is 
an internal or concealed motion, which 
always depends on the peculiar energies 
of a body : that is to say, on its essence, 
or the combination! the action, and re- 
action of the minute, of the insensible 
particles of matter, of which that body 
is composed. This motion we do not 
see ; we know it onlv by the alteration, 
or change, which, after some time, we 
discover in these bodies or mixtures. 
Of this ^enus is that concealed motion 
which fermentation produces in the 
particles that compose flour, which, 
however scattered, however separated, 
unite, and form that mass which we 
call bread. Such, also, is the imper- 
ceptible motion, by which we see a 
plant or animal enlarge, strengthen, 
undergo changes, and acquire new qua- 
lities, without our eyes being competent 
to follow its progression, or to ])erceive 
the causes which have produced these 
effects. Such, also, is the internal 
\ motion that takes place in man, which 
'. is called his intellectual faculties, his 
thoughts, his passions, his will. Of 
these we have no other mode of judg- 
ing than by their action; that is, by 
those sensible effects which either ac- 
company or follow them. Thus, when 
we see a man run away, we judge him 
to oe mteriorly actuated by the passion 
of fear. 

Motion, whether visible or concealed, 
is styled acquired when it is impressed 
on one body by another; either by a 
cause to which we are a stranger, or 
by an exterior agent which our senses 
No. J.— 5 



enable us to discover. Thus wc call 
that acquired motion, which the wind 
gives to the sails of a ship. That 
motion, which is excited in a bod\ 
containing within itself the causes ol 
those changes we see it undergo, is 
called spontaneous. — Then it is said, 
this body acts or moves by its own 
peculiar energies. Of this kind is the 
motion of the man who walks, who 
talks, who thinks. Nevertheless, if we 
examine the matter a little closer, we 
shall be convinced, that, strictly speak* 
ing, there is no such thing as spon- 
taneous motion in any of the various 
bodies of Nature ; seeing they are per- 
petually acting one upon the other; 
that all their changes are to be attri- 
buted to the causes, either visible or 
concealed, by which they are moved. 
The will of man, is secretly moved or [ 
determined by some exterior cause pro- , 
ducing a change in him : we believe he ' 
moves of himself, because we neither ] 
see the cause that determined him, the ■ 
mode in which it acted, nor the oi^an 
that it put in motion. 

That is called simple motion, which 
is excited in a body by a single cause. 
Compound motion, that, which is pro- 
duced by two or more different causes ; 
whether these causes are equal or un- 
equal, conspiring differently, actmg to- 
gether or in succession, known or un- 
known. 

Let the motion of beings be of what- 
soever nature it may, it is always the 
necessary consequence of their essence, 
or of the properties which compose 
them, and of those causes of which 
they experience the action. Each being 
can only move, and act, after a particu- 
lar manner ; that is to say, conformably 
to those laws which result from its 
peculiar essence, its particular combi- 
nation, its individual nature : in short, 
from its specific energies, and those of 
the bodies from which it receives an 
impulse. It is this that constitutes th? 
invariable laws of motion : I say inva- 
riable, because they can never change 
without producing confusion in the 
essence of things. It is thus that a 
heavy body must necessarily fall, if i: 
meets witlb no obstacle sufficient to 
arrest its descent ; that a sensible body 
must naturally seek pleasure, and avoid 
pain ; that fire mvisl \i%e^f5,^\^N \i\«^. 
and diffuse VigViX. 
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Each being, then, has laws of motion 
that are adapted to itself, and constantly 
acts, or moves accbrding to these laws ; 
at least when no superior cause inter- 
rupts Its action. Thus, fire ceases to 
burn combustible matter, as soon as 
sufficient water is thrown into it to 
arrest its progress. Thus, a sensible 
being ceases to seek pleasure, as soon 
as he fears that pain will be the result. 

The communication of motion, or the 
medium of action, from one body to 
another, also follows certain and neces- 
•ary laws : one being can only commu- 
nicate motion to another by the affinity, 
by the resemblance, by the conformity, 
by the analogy, or by the point of con- 
tact which it has with that other being. 
Fire can only propagate when it finds 
matter analogous to itself: it extin- 
guishes when it encounters bodies 
which it cannot embrace ; that is to 
say, that do not bear towards it a cer- 
tam degree of relation or affinity. 

Every thing in the universe is in 
motion; the essence of matter is to act: 
if we consider its parts attentively, we 
shall discover that not a particle enjoys 
absolute repose. Those which appear 
to us to be without motion, are, in fact, 
only in relative or apparent rest ; they 
experience such an imperceptible mo- 
tion^ and expose it so little on their 
surfaces, that we cannot perceive the 
changes they undergo.* All that ap- 
pears to us to be at rest, does not, 
however, remain one instant in the 
same state. All beings are continually 
breed ig, increasing, decreasing, or dis- 
persiijg, with more or less tardiness or 
rapidity. The insect called ephemeron, 
is produced, and perishes in the same 
day; consequently, it experiences the 
great changes of its being very rapidly. 
Those combinations which form the 
most solid bodies, and which, to our 
eyes, appear to enjoy the most perfect 
repose, are nevertheless decomposed 
and dissolved in the course of time. 
The hardest stones, by degrees, give 
way to the contact of air. A mass of 

* This truth, which is still denied by many 
metaphysicians, has been conclusively estab- 
lishea by the celebrated Toland, in a work 
which appeared in the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, entitled Letters to Serena. 
Those who can procure this scarce work will 
do well to refer to it, and their doubts on the 
subject, if they have any, will be removed. 



iron, which time, and the action of the 
atmosphere, has gnawed into rust, must 
have been in motion from the moment 
of its formation in the bowels of the 
earth, until the instant we behold it in 
this state of dissolution. 

Natural philosophers, for the most 
part, seem not to have sufficiently re- 
flected on what they call the nisns ; 
that is to say, the incessant effi3rts one 
body is making on another, but which, 
notwithstanding, appear, to our super- 
ficial observation, to enjoy the most 
perfect repose. A stone of five hun- 
dred weight seems at rest on the earth, 
nevertheless, it never ceases for an 
instant to press with force upon the 
earth, which resists or repulses it in its 
turn. Will the assertion be ventured, 
that the stone and the earth do not act? 
Do they wish to be undeceived ? They 
have nothing to do, but interpose their 
hand betwixt th^ earth and tne stone ; 
it will then be discovered, that, not- 
withstanding its seeming repose, the 
stone has power adequate to bruise it. 
Action cannot exist in bodies without 
re-action. A body that experiences an 
impulse, an attraction, or a pressure of 
any kind, if it resists, clearly demon- 
strates by such resistance, that it re- 
acts ; from whence it follows, there is a 
concealed force, called by philosophers 
vis inertia^ that displays itself against 
another force ; and this clearly demon- 
strates, that this inert force is capable 
of both acting and re-acting. In short, 
it will be found, on close investigation, 
that those powers which are called 
dead^ and those which are termed live 
or moving^ are powers of the same 
species, which only display themselves 
after a different manner.f 

t Actioni aequalis et contraria est reactio. 

V. BiLFINGER, DE DEO, ANIMA ET MUNDO. 

Iccxviii. page 241. Upon which the Com- 
mentator adds, — Reactio dicitur actio patientia 
in aorens, seu corporis in quod agitur actio in 
illud' quod in ipsum agit. Nulla autem datur 
in corporibus actio sine reactione, dum enim 
corpus ad rnotum sollicitatur, resistit motui, 
atque hac ipsa resistentia reagit in agens. 
Nisus se exerens ad versus nisum asrentis, seu 
vis ilia corporis, quatenus resistit," internum 
resistentioB principium, vocaturvisinertiae, seu 
passiva. Ergo corpus reagit vi inertiaj. Vis 
igitur inertiae et vis motrix in corporibus una 
eademque est vis, diyerso tamen modo se 
exerens. Vis autem inertiae consistit in nisi 
ad versus nisum »orpnti8 se exerente, &c. 
Ibidbm. 
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May we not go farther yet, may we 
not say, that in those bodies, or masses, 
of which the whole appears to us to 
be at rest, there is, notwithstanding, a 
continual action and reaction, constant 
efforts, uninterrupted impulse, and con- 
tinued resistance? In short, a nisus, 
by which the component particles of 
these bodies press one upon another, 
reciprocally resisting each other, acting, 
and reacting incessantly ? that this 
reciprocity of action, this simultaneous 
reaction, keeps them united, causes 
their particles to form a mass, a body, 
a combination, which, viewed in its 
whole, has the semblance of complete 
rest, although no one of its particles 
ever really ceases to be in motion for 
a single instant? These bodies appear 
to be at rest, simply by the equality of 
the motion of the powers acting in 
them. 

Thus bodies that have the appear- 
ance of enjoying the most perfect re- 
pose, really receive, whether upon their 
surface, or in their interior, continual 
impulsion from those bodies by which 
they are either surrounded or pene^ 
trated, dilated or contracted, rarefied or 
condensed ; in short, from those which 
compose them: whereby their particles 
are constantly acting, and reacting, or 
in continual motion, the effects of which 
are ulteriorly displayed by very remark- 
able changes. Thus heat rarefies and 
dilates metals, which clearly demon- 
strates, that a bar of iron, from the 
variation of the atmosphere alone, must 
be in unceasing motion ; and that not 
a single particle in it can be said to 
enjoy rest, even for a single moment. 
Indeed, in those hard bodies, the par- 
ticles of which are contiguous, which 
are closely united, how is it possible to 
conceive, that air, cold or heat, can act 
upon me of these particles, even ex- 
teriorly, without the motion being suc- 
cessively communicated to those which 
are most intimate and minute in their 
union ? How, without motion, should 
we be able to conceive the manner in 
which our sense of smelling is affected 
by emanations escaping from the most 
compact bodies, of which all the par- 
ticles appear to be at perfect rest ? How 
could we, even by the aid of a telescope, 
see the most distant stars, if there Avas 
not a progressive motion of light from 



Observation and reflection ought to 
convince us, that every thing in Nature 
is in continual motion : that not one of 
its parts enjoys true repose : that Nature 
acts in all j that she would cease to be 
Nature if she did not act ; and that^ 
without unceasing motion, nothing 
could be preserved, nothing could be 
produced, nothing could act. Thus 
the idea of Nature necessarily includes 
that of motion. But, it will be asked, 
from whence did she receive her motion ? 
Our reply is, from herself, since she is 
the great whole, out of which, conse- 
quently, nothing can exist. We say 
this motion is a manner of existence, 
that flows, necessarily, out of the es- 
sence of matter ; that matter moves 
by its own peculiar energies : that its 
motion is to be attributed to the force 
which is inherent in itself; that the 
variety, of motion, and the phenomena 
which result, proceed from the diversity 
of the properties, of the qualities, and of 
the combinations, which are originallv 
found in the primitive matter, of which 
Nature is the assemblage. 

Natural philosophers, for the most 
part, have regarded as inanimate, or as 
deprived of the faculty of motion, those 
bodies which are only moved by the 
interposition of some agent, or exterior 
cause ; they have considered themselves 
justified in concluding, that the matter 
which constitutes these bodies, is per- 
fectly inert in its nature. They have 
not relinquished this errour, although 
they must have observed, that when- 
ever a body is left to itself, or disen- 
gaged from those obstacles which op- 
pose themselves to its descent, it has 
a tendency to fall, or to approach tne 
centre of the earth, by a motion uni- 
formly accelerated ; they have rather 
chosen to suppose an imaginary exterior 
cause, of which they themselves had 
no correct idea, than admit that these 
bodies held their motion from their own 
peculiar nature. 

In like manner, although these philo- 
sophers saw above them an infinite 
number of immense globes, moving 
with great rapidity round a common 
centre, still they clung fast to their 
opinions ; and never ceased to suppose 
chimerical causes for the?e movements, 
until the immortal Newton demon- 
strated that it was the e^^eX Ckt ^^ 



these Stars to the retina of our eye ? [gravitation of t\vese ce\e^\\^\ \>q^\^% 
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towards each other.* A very simDle 
observation would have sufficed to make 
the philosophers anterior to Ne wton feel 
the insufficiency of the cause? they ad- 
mitted to operate with such powerful 
effect : they had enough to convince 
themselves in the clashina: ol one bodv 
against another which they could con- 
template, and in the known laws of 
that motion, which these always com- 
municate by reason of their greater or 
less density : from whence they ouglii 
to have inferred, that the density of 
subtile or ethereal matter being infi- 
nitely less than that of the planets, it 
could only communicate to them a very 
feeble motion. 

If they had viewed Nature uninflu- 
enced by prejudice, they must have 
, been long since convinced, that matter 
acts by its own peculiar energy, and 
f I needs not any exterior impulse to set 
' it in motion. They would have per- 
ceived, that whenever mixed bodies 
were placed in a capacity to act on 
each other, motion was instantly en- 
gendered, and that these mixtures acted 
with a force capable of producing the 
most surprising effects. If filings of 
iron, sulphur and water be mixed to- 
gether, these bodies thus capacitated 
to act on each other, are heated by 
degrees, and ultimately produce a vio- 
lent combustion. If flour be wetted 
with water, and the mixture closed up, 
it will be found, after some little lapse 
of time, by the aid of a microscope, to 
have produced organized beings that 
enjoy life, of whicn the water and the 

* Natural philosophers, and Newton him- 
self, have considered the cause of gravitation 
to be inexplicable ; vet it appears that it may 
be deduced from the motion of matter by 
which bodies are diversely determined. Gravi- 
tation is only a mode of moving — a tendency 
towards a centre. But, to speak correctly, 
all motion is relative gravitation : that which 
falls relatively to us, ascends with relation to 
other bodies. Hence it follows, that every 
motion in the universe is the effect of gravita- 
tion; for, in the universe, there is neither 
up nor downy nor positive centre. It appears 
that the weight of bodies depend on the con- 
figfuration, both exterior and interior, which 
gives them that motion called gravitation. 
A ball of lead beins: spherical, falls quickly ; 
but this ball being reduced into very thin plates, 
will be sustained for a longer time in the air ; 
and the action of fire will cause this lead to 
rise in the atmosphere. Here the same lead, 
variously modified, will act after modes entirely 
dif!('rent. 



flour Avere believed incapable rf it i$| 
thus that inanimate matter can pass 
into li^, or animate mattw, which is.^ 
in itself only an assemblage of motion 
Reasoning from analogy, the produc- 
tion of a man, independent of the ordi- 
nary means, would not be more mar- 
vellous than that of an insect with floui 
and water. Fermentation and putre- 
faction evidently produce living ani- 
mals. We have here the principle; 
and with proper materials, principles 
can always be brought into action 
That generation which is styled equivo- 
cal, is only so for those who do not 
reflect, or who do not permit themselves 
attentively to observe the operations of 
Nature. 

The generation of motion,* and its 
development, as well as the energy of 
matter, may be seen more especially in 
those combinations in which fire, aif, 
and water, find themselves in union. 
These elements, or rather these mixed • 
bodies, are the most volatile, the most 
fugitive of beings ; nevertheless, in the 
hands of Nature they are the principal 
agents employed to produce the most 
striking phenomena. To these are lo 
be ascribed the effects of thunder, the 
eruption of volcanoes, earthquakes. &c. 
Art offers an agent of astonishing force 
in gunpowder, the instant it comes in 
contact with fire. In fact, the most 
terrible effects result from the com- ' 
bination of matter which is generally 
believed to be dead and inert. 

These facts incontestably prove, that 
motion is produced, is augmented, ia 
accelerated in matter, without the con-l 
currence of any exterior agent: it is,; 
therefore, reasonable to conclude, that 
motion is the necessary consequence \ 
of immutable laws, resulting from the. 
essence, from the properties inherent in 
the different elements, and the various 
combinations of these elements. Are 
we not justified, then, in concluding 
from these examples, that there may ' 
be an infinity of other combinations, 
with which we are unacquainted, com- 
petent to produce a great variety of 
motion in matter, without being under 
the necessity of recurring for the expla- 
nation to agents who are more difficult 



t See the Microscopical Observations of 
Mr. Needham, which fully confirm the ^bove 
statement of t^** o«*v,/>r. 
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to comprenend than even the effects 
which are attributed to them ? 

If man had paid proper attention to 
what passed under his view, he would 
not have sought out of Nature a power 
distinguished from herself, to set her in 
action, and without which he believes 
she cannot move. If, indeed, by Nature 
jis meant a heap of dead matter, destitute 
[of properties, purely passive, we must 
unquestionably seek out of this Nature 
.the principle of her motion : but, if by 
Nature, be understood what it really is, 
a whole, of which the numerous parts 
are endowed with diverse, and various 
properties; which oblige them to act 
according to these properties; which 
are in a perpetual reciprocity of action 
and reaction ; which press, which gra- 
vitate towards a common centre, whilst 
others diverge and fly off towards the 
periphery, or circumference ; which at- 
tract, and repel, which unite, and sepa- 
rate; which by continual approxima- 
tion, and constant collision, produce and 
decompose all the bodies we behold; 
then I say, there is no necessity to 
have recourse to supernatural powers 
to account for the formation of things, 
and those phenomena which are the 
result of motion. 

Those who admit a cause exterior to 
matter, are obliged to suppose, that this 
cause produced all the motion by which 
matter is agitated in giving it existence. 
This supposition rests on another, 
namely, that matter could be^in to ex- 
ist ; a hypothesis that, until this mo- 
ment, has never been demonstrated by 
any thing like solid proof. To pro- 
duce from nothing, or the Creation^ is 
a term that cannot give us the most 
slender idea of the formation of the 
universe ; it presents no sense, upon 
which the* mind can fasten itself.* 



* In fact, the human mind is not adequate 
10 conceive a moment when all was nothing, 
or when all shall have passed away; even 
admitting this to be a truth, it is no tnith for 
us, because by the verj^ nature of our organ- 
ization we cannot admit positions as facts, of 
which no evidence can be adduced that has 
relation to our senses : wie may, indeed, con- 
sent to believe it, because others say it ; but 
will any rational being be satisfied with such 
an admission 7 Can any moral good spring 
from such bhnd confidence? Is it consistent 
with sound doctrine, with philosophy, with 
reason? Do we, in fact, pay any respect to 
the understanding of another when we say to 
him, 1 will believe this, because in all the at 



' Motion becomes still more obscure, / 
when creation, or the formation of mat- / 
ter. is attributed to a spiHtual being, <" 
tnat is to say, to a being which has no 
analogy, no point of contact, with it ; 
to a being which has neither extent, 
nor parts, and cannot, therefore, be sus- 
ceptible of motion, as we understand 
the term ; this beiu^ only the change 
of one body relatively to another body, 
in which the body moved, presents suc- 
cessively different parts to different 
points of space. Moreover, as all the! 
world are nearly agreed that matter can 
never be totally annihilated, or cease 
to exist, how can we understand, that 
that which cannot cease to be, could 
ever have had a beginninoj ? 

If, therefore, it be asKed, whence 
came matter ? it is a very reasonable 
reply to say, it has always existed. If 
it be inquired, whence proceeds the 
motion that agitates matter ? the same 
reasoning furnishes the answer ; name- 
ly, that, as motion is coeval with mat- 
ter, it must have existed from all eter- 
nity, seeing that motion is the ne- 
cessary consequence of its existence, 
of its essence, of its primitive pro- 
perties, such as its extent, its gra- 
vity. Its impenetrability, its figure, 
&c. By virtue of these essential, con- 
stituent properties, inherent in all mat- 
ter, and without which it is impossible 
to form an idea of it, the various mat- 
ter of which the universe is composed 
must, from all eternity, have pressed 
against each other ; have gravitated to- 
wards a centre ; have clashed ; have 
come in contact ; have been attracted ; 
have been repelled; have been com- 
bined ; have been separated ; in short, 
must have acted and moved according 
to the essence and energy peculiar to 
each genus, and to each of its combin- 

tempts you have ventured for the purpose of 
proving what yv^a say, you have entirely fail- 
ed; and have oeen at last obliged to ac- 
knowledge, you know nothing about the Tnat- 
ter ? What moral reliance ought we to have 
on such people t Hypothesis may succeed 
hypothesis ; sy? em may destroy system ; a 
new set of ideap may overturn tne ideas of a 
former day. ( her Galileos may be con- 
demned to death— other Newtons may arise 
— we may reasoa; we may argue; we may 
dispute ; we ma 'r quarrel ; we may punish ; 
we may destroy ; we may even exterminate 
those who differ from us in opinion ; but when 
we have done all this, we shall be obliged IQ 
fall back on our original daikneaa*, Vo eoxife^^. 
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ations. Existence supposes properties 
in the thing that exists : whenever it 
has properties, its mode of action must 
necessarily flow from those properties 
which constitute its mode of being. 
Thus, when a body is ponderous, it 
must fall ; when it tails, it must come 
ill collision with the bodies it meets in 
Its descent ; when it is dense, when it 
is solid, it must, by reason of this den- 
sity, communicate motion to the bodies 
with which it clashes ; when it has 
analogy or affinity with these bodies, it 
must unite with them ; when it has no 
point of analogy with them, it must be 
repulsed. 

From which it may be fairly infer- 
red, that, in supposing, as we are under 
the necessity of doing, the existence 
of matter, we must suppose it to have 
some kind of properties, from which its 
motion, or modes of action, must ne- 
cessarily flow. To form the universe 
Descartes asked but matter and mo- 
tion : a diversity of matter sufficed for 
him; variety oi motion was the conse- 
quence of its existence, of its essence, 
of its properties : its diflerent modes of 
action would be the necessary conse- 
quence of its diflerent modes of being. 
Matter without properties, would be a 

that that which has no relation with our 
senses, which cannot manifest itself to us by 
some of the ordinary modes by which other 
minims are manifested, has no existence for 
us ; IS not comprehensible by us ; can never 
entirely remove our doubts ; can never seize 
on our steadfast belief; seeing it is that of 
which we cannot form even an idea ; in short, 
that it is thati which as long as we remain 
what we are, must be hidden from us by a 
veil which no power, no faculty, no energy 
we possess, is able to remove. All who are 
not enslaved by prejudice, agree to the truth 
Df the position : that nothing can he made of 
tiothing. 

Many theologians have acknowledged na- 
ture to be an active whole. Almost all the 
ancient philosophers were agreed to regard the 
world as eternal. Ocellus Lucanus, speak- 
ing of the universe, says: " it /las always been, 
and it always will 6c." Vatable and Gro- 
Tius assure us, that, to render correctly the 
Hebrew phrase in the first chapter of Uene- 
sis, we must say : " When God made heaven 
and earth, matter was without fom:^^ if this 
be true, and every Hft)raist can judge for him- 
self, then the word which has been rendered 
created, means only to fashion, form, arrange. 
We know that the Greek words create and 
form, have always indicated the same thing. 
According to St. Jerome, creare has the same 
meaninff as condere, to found, to build. The 
Bible does not any wherf say in a '' 



mere nothing : therefore as soon aa 
matter exists, it must act ; as soon as 
it is various, it must act variously ; if 
it cannot comnience to exist, it must 
have existed from all eternity ; if it 
has always existed, it can never cease 
to be : if it can never cease to be, it can 
never cease to act by its own energy. 
Motion is a manner of beings -which 
matter derives from its. pecuuai. exist- 
ence. 

The existence then of matter is a 
fact ; the existence of motion is another 
fact. Our visual organs point out to 
us matter with diflerent essences, form- 
ing a variety of combinations, endow- 
ed with various properties that dis- 
criminate them. Indeed, it is an errour 
to believe that matter is a homogene 
ous body, of which the parts difier 
from each other only by their various 
modifications. Among the individuals 
of the same species that come under 
our notice, no two are exactly alike, 
and it is therefore evident that the dif- 
ference of situation alone, will neces- 
sarily carry a diversity more or less 
sensible, not only in the modifications, 
but also in the essence, in the proper- • 
ties, in the entire system of beings.* 

If this principle be properly weighed, 

manner, that the world was made of nothine:. 
Tertullian, and the father Petau, both ad- 
mit that, " this is a truth established more by 
reasoning, than, by authority,*^ St. Justin 
seems to nave contemplated matter as eternal 
since he commends Plato for having saia 
that " God in the creation 'of the world only 
gave impulse to matter, and fashioned it. 
Burnet and Pythagoras were entirely of 
this opinionj and even the church service may 
be adduced m support ; for although it admits 
by implication a beginning, it expressly denies 
an ena : ^^ As it wa^ in the beginning^ is nove, 
and ever shall be, world wiifiout end." It ia 
easy to perceive, that that which cannot cease 
to exist, must have always been. 

* Those who have observed nature closely, 
know that two grains of sand are not strictly 
alike. As soon as the circumstances or the 
modifications are not the same for the beings 
of the same species, there cannot be an exact 
resemblance between them. See Chap. vi. 
This truth was well understood by the pro- 
found and subtle Leibnitz. This is the man- 
ner in which one of his disciples explained 
himself r Ex principio indiscernibilium patet 
elemcnta renim materialium singula singulis 
esse dissimilia, adeo que unum ab altero dis- 
tingui, convenienter omnia extra se invicem 
existere, in quo differunt a punctis mathema- 
ticis, cum ilia uti haec nunquam coincidere 
Dossint. BiLFiNGEB, De Deo, Anima Et 
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and experience seems always to pro- of particular beiugs depends on the 

iuce evidence of its truth, we must be general motion, which is itself main 

sonvinced, that the matter, or primi- tained by individual motion. This is 

tive elements which enter the compo- strengthened or weakened — accelera- 

sition of bodies, are not of the same na- ted or retarded — simplified or compli- 

ture, and, consequently, can neither cated — procreated or destroyed, by a 

have the same properties, nor the same variety of combinations and circum 

modifications ; and if so, they cannot stances, which every moment change 

have the same mode of moving, and the directions, the tendency, the modes 

acting. Their activity or motion, al- of existing and of acting, of the difler- 

ready different, can be diversified to in- ent beings that receive its impulse.* 

finity, augmented or diminished, acce- If we desire to go bevond this, t.) 

lerated or retarded, according to the find the principle of action in matter 

combinations, the proportions, the pres- and to trace the origin of things, it is 

sure, the density, the volume of the for ever to fall back upon difficulties; it 

matter that enters their composition, is absolutely to abridge the evidence of 

The element of fire, is visibly more our senses, by which alone we can 

active and more inconstant than that judge of and understand the causes 

of earth. This is more solid and pon- acting upon them, or the impulse by 

derous than fire, air, or water. Ac- which they are set ip action, 

cording to the quality of the elements Let us, therefore, content ourselves 

which enter the composition of bodies, with saying that which is supported 

these must act diversely, and their mo- by our experience, and by all the evi- 

tion must in some measure partake the dence we are capable of understanding ; 

motion peculiar to each of their constitu- against the truth of which, not a shadow 

ent parts. Elementary fire appears to of proof such as our reason can admit, 

be in nature the principle of activity ; has ever been adduced ; which has been 

it may be compared to a fruitful leaven, maintained by philosophers in every 

that puts the mass into fermentation f^ge ; which theologians themselves 

and gives it life. Earth appears to be have not denied, but which many of 

the principle of solidity in bodies, from them have upheld ; namely, that matter 

its impenetrability, and by the firm co- always existed ; that it moves by virtue 

herence of its parts. Water is a me- of its essence; that all the phenomena 

dium, to facilitate the combination of of Nature is a^cribable to thediversi- 

bodies, into which it enters itself as a Jiedm^tionof the variety of matter sh^ 

constituent part. Air is a fluidk, whose contains ; and which, like the phenix, 

business it seems to be, to furnish the *« continually regenerating out of her 

other elements with the space requisite own ashes.-\ 

to exercise their motion, and which is, r: . , ... 

moreover, found proper to combine ' *A " 7T ^™® ^^*^- ^""^'^ ^""f *"" ** 

•*i.*L mu^ * L'L tendency to form one unique or Single mas». 

with them. These elements, which l and in that unique mass the instant should 

our senses never discover in a pure arrive when all was in ni^s^ all would eter 

state ; which are continually and reci- nally remain in this state — to all eternity cneie 

procally set m motion by each other; would be but one effort, and this would bt 

whi«h are always acting and re-acting ' ^^T^^ and umversd death. Nato^ philo- 
T • "T*"^ •** " *j " "'^'•**^. "« ^^ ttutiiig , gQphgjQ understand by nisus the efioi t of one 
combmmff and separating ; attracting body against another body, without local 
and repelling ; are sufficient to explain ; translation. This granted, there could be no 
to us the formation of all the beings we cause of dissolution, for, according to chy- 
behold. Their motion is uninterrupt- 1 ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^]^\y .^'^^'^, dissolved. Cor- 
edly, and reciprocally, produced from i P^^^^^.^S^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^f^'^- . 
each other : they are alternately causes ' ^ Omnium quae m sempiterno isto mundo 
\ fT t VplL fk f ^""^^^ semperfueruntfuturaquesunt, aiuntpnncipium 
ana enects. 1 tius, tney lorm a vast : fuisse nullum, sed orbem esse quemdam gene- 
circle of generation and destruction, of rantium nascentiumque, in quo uniuscujusque 
combination and decomposition, which geniti initium simul et finis esse videtur.— 

could never have had a beginning, and ^rt£^^®°"?; De Die Natali. 

u* k ««« n»,r»» k««.« «« ««^ T« The poet Manihua expresses himself m the 

which can never have an end. In game manner m these beautiful lines :- 

short, nature is but an inmiense cham ^^^^ mutantur mortali legi creata, 

of causes and eflects, which unceasing- ^^^ ^ cognoscunt terrae vertentibus annis 

Iv flow from each other. The motion Exutas variam faciem per saBcula Q:euie%« 
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CHAPTER HI. 



Of Matter: — Of its various Comhiruuions ; 
Of its diversiJUd Motion; or^ of the Course 
of Nature, 

We know nothing of the elements 
of bodies, but we know some of their 
properties or qualities ; and we distin- 
guish their various matter by the effect 
or change produced on our senses ; that 
is to say, by the variety of motion their 
pi esence excites in us. In consequence, 
we discover in them extent, mobility, 
' 'isibility, solidity, gravity, and inert 

;ce. From these general and primi- 
properties, flow a number of others, 
sucn as density, figure, colour, ponder- 
osity. &c. Thus, relatively to us, matter 
IS all that affects our senses, in any 
manner whatever; the various proper- 
ties we attribute to matter, are founded 
^ on the different impressions we receive, 
on the changes they produce in us. 

A satisfactory definition of matter 
has not yet been given. Man, deceived 
and led astray by his prejudices, formed 
but vague, superficial, and imperfect 
i notions concerning it. He looked upon 
1 it as a unique being, gross and passive, 
t ', incapable of either moving by itself, of 
forming combinations, or of producing 
any thing by its own energies ; whilst 
he ought to have contemplated it as a 
eeniis of beings, of which the indi- 
viduals, although they might possess 
some common properties, such as ex- 
tent, divisibility, figure, &c., should not, 
however, be all ranked in the same 
class, nor comprised under the same 
general denomination. 

An example will serve more fully 
to explain what we have just asserted, 
throw its correctness into light, and 
facilitate the application. The proper- 
ties common to all mativ^r, are, extent, 
divisibility, impenetrability, figure, mo- 
bility, or the property of being moved 
in mass. Fire, beside these general 

At manet incolumis mundus suaque omnia 

servat, 
QuaB nee longadies auget, ini mitqiie senectus, 
Nee niotus puncto currit, cu^-susque fati^at : 
Idem semper erit, quoniam semper fiiit idem. 

Manila Astronom. Lib. I. 

This also was the opinion of Pythagoras, 
such as it is set forth by Ovid, in the fifteenth 
Book of his Metamorphoses, verse 165, and 
the following : — 

Omnia mutantur, nihil interit; errat et illinc. 

Hue venit, hinc Uluc, &c. 



properties common to all matter, enjoys 
also the peculiar property of being put 
into activity by a motion producing on 
our organs of feeling the sensation of 
heat, and by another, which communi- 
cates to our visual organs the sensation 
of light. Iron, in common with matter 
in general, has extent and figure; is 
divisible, and moveable in mass : if fire 
be combined with it in a certain propor- 
tion, the iron acquires two new proper- 
ties, namely, those of exciting in us 
similar sensations of heat and light, 
which the iron had not before its com- 
bination with the igneous matter. These 
distinguishing properties are insepara- 
ble from matter, and the phenomena that 
result, may, in the strictest sense of the 
word, be said to result necessarily. 

If we only contemplate the paths of 
nature ; if w^e trace the beings in this 
nature under the different states through 
which, by reason of their propertiec?, they 
are compelled to pass, we shall discover 
that it is to motion, and motion alone, 
that is to be ascribed all the changes, 
all the combinations, all the forms, in 
short, all the various modifications of 
matter. " That it is by motion every 
thing that exists is produced, expe- 
riences change, expands, and is de- 
stroyed. It is motion that alters the 
aspect of beings, that adds to, or takes 
away from their properties ; which 
obliges each of them, by a consequence 
of its nature, after having occupied a 
certain rank or order, to quit it to occupy 
another, and to contribute to the gene- 
ration, maintenance, and decomposition 
of other beings, totally different in their 
bulk, rank, and essence. 

In what experimental philosophers 
have styled the three orders of nature^ 
that is to say, the mineral^ the vegetable^ 
and the awma/ worlds, they have estab- 
lished, by the aid of motion, a transmi- 
gration, an exchange, a continual circu- 
lation in the particles of matter. Nature 
has occasion in one place for those par- 
ticles which, for a time, she has placed ! 
in another. These particles, after hav- ! 
ing, by particular combinations, con- • 
stituteil beings endued with peculiar ■ 
essences, with specific properties, with 
determinate modes of action, dissolve 
and separate with more or less facility; 
and combining in a new manner, they 
form new beings. The attentive ob- 
<s*»rvpr ep4»<; th»" '""^ "'^ecute itself in a 
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manner more or less prominent through 
all the beings by which he is surround- 
ed. He sees nature full of erratic 
germs^ some of which expand them- 
selves, whilst others wait until motion 
has placed them in their proper situa- 
tion, in suitable wombs or matrices, in 
the necessary circumstances to unfold, 
to increase, to render them more per- 
ceptible by the addition of other sub- 
stances of matter analogous to their 
primitive being. In all this we see 
nothing but the effect of motion, neces- 
sarily guided, modified, accelerated or 
slackened, strengthened or weakened, 
by reason of the various properties that 
beings successively acquire and lose ; 
which, every moment, infallibly pro- 
duces alterations in bodies, more or less 
marked. Indeed these bodies cannot 
be, strictly speaking, the same in any 
two successive moments of their exist- 
ence ; they must, every instant, either 
acquire or lose.: in short, they are 
obliged to undergo continual variations 
in their essences, in their properties, in 
their energies, in their masses, in their 
qualities, in their mode of existence. 

Animals, after they have been ex- 
panded in, and brought out of the 
wombs that are suitable to the ele- 
ments of their machine, enlarge, 
strengthen, acquire new properties, new 
energies, new faculties ; either by de- 
riving nourishment from plants analo- 
gous to their being, or by devouring 
other animals whose substance is suit- 
able to their preservation ; that is to 
say, to repair the continual deperdition, 
or loss, of some portion of their own 
substance that is disengaging itself 
every instant. These same animals 
are nourished, preserved, strengthened, 
and enlarged by the aid of air, water, 
earth, and fire. Deprived of air, or of 
the fluid that surrounds them, that 
presses on them, that penetrates them, 
that gives them their elasticity, they 
presently cease to live. Water com- 
bined with this ^ii*, enters into their 
whole mechanism, of which it facili- 
tates the motion. Earth serves them 
for a basis, by giving solidity to their 
texture: it is conveyed by air and 
water, which carry it to those parts of 
the body with which it can coribine. 
Fire itself, disguised and enveloped 
under an infinity of forms, continually 
received into the animal, nrocures him 

No. I. 



heat, continues him in life, renders hini 
capable of exercismo; his functions. 
iThe aliments, charged with these va- 
rious principles, entering into ihe sto- 
mach, re-establish the nervous system, 
and restore, by their activity, and the 
elements which compose them, l:i« 
machine which begins to languish, tc 
be depressed, by the loss it has sustain 
ed. Forthwith the animal experiences 
a change in his whole system ; he has 
more energy, more activity; he feels 
more courage ; displays more gaiety ; 
he acts, he moves, he thinks, after a 
different manner ; all his faculties are 
exercised with more ease.* From this 
it is clear, that what are called the ele- 
ments, or primitive parts of matter, 
when variously combined, are, by the 
agency of motion, continually united 
to, and assimilated with the substance 
of animals: that they visibly modify 
their being, have an evident influence 
over their actions, that is to say, upon 
the motion thev undergo, whether vi- 
sible or concealed. 

The same elements, which urn'* 
certain circumstances serve to nour'sn 
to strengthen, to maintain the anim*. 
become, under others, the principle.- c 
his weakness, the instruments of m 
dissolution, of his death : they worv 
his destruction, whenever they are aov 
in that just proportion, whicK renders 
them proper to maintain his existence : 
thus, when water becomes too abundant 
in the body of the animal, it enervates 
him, it relaxes the fibres, and impedes 
the necessary action of the other ele- ^ 
ments: thus, fire admitted in excess, 
excites in him disorderly motion, des- 
tructive of his machine : thus, air, 
charged with principles not analogous 
to his mechanism, brings upon him 
dangerous diseases and contagion. In 
fine, the aliments modified after certain 



* We may here remark, that all spirituous 
substances (that is to say, those conlaininp: a 
great proportion of inflammable and igneous 
matter, such as wine, brandy, liouors, &c.) 
are those that accelerate most tne organic 
motion of animals, by communicating to them 
heat. Thus, wine generates courage, and 
even wit. In spring and summer myriads of 
insects are hatched, and a luxuriant vegeta- 
tion springs into life, because the matter of 
fire is then more abundant than in winter. 
This igneoiLS matter is evidently the cause o' 
fermentation, of generation, and of life -tin 
Jupiter of the ancients. 
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modes, instead of nourishing destroy 
ibe animal, and conduce to his ruin : 
the animal is preserved no longer than 
these substances are analogous to his 
system. They ruin him when they 
want that just equilibrium that renders 
.hem suitable to maintain his exist- 
ence. 

Plants, that serve to nourish and re- 
store animals, are themselves nourish- 
ed by earth ; they expand on its bosom, 
enlarge and strengthen at its expense, 
continually receivmg into their texture, 
by their roots and their pores, water, 
air, aud igneous matter : water visibly 
reaniniates them whenever their vege- 
tation, or genus of life, languishes ; it 
eonve) s to them those analogous prin- 
ciples by which they are enabled to 
reach perfection ; air is requisite to 
their expansion, ,and furnishes them 
with water, earth, and igneous matter 
with which it is charged. By these 
means they receive more or less of the 
inflammable matter ; and the different 
proportions of these principles, their 
numerous combinations, from whence 
-esult an infinity of properties, a variety 
)f forms . constitute the various families 
'md classes into which botanists have 
listributud plants : it is thus, we see 
-he cedai, and the hyssop, develop 
heir growth ; the one, rises to the 
clouds ; ikt other, creeps humbly on 
the earth. Thus, by degrees, from an 
acorn spriAiq^s the majestic oak, ac- 
cumulatmi^ with time its numerous 
branches, and overshadowing us with 
•*s jpliage. Thus, a grain of corn, after 
^^ving drawn its own nourishment 
frjm the juic«;s of the earth, serves, in 
its nirn, for the nourishment of man, 
uito whose system it conveys the ele- 
ments or principles by which it has 
been itself expanded — combined and 
modified in such a manner, as to render 
this vegetable proper to assimilate and 
unite with the numan frame : that is to 
say, with the fluids and solids of which 
it IS composed. 

The same elements, the same prin- 
• ciples, are found in the formation of 
minerals, and also in their decomposi- 
tion, whether natural or artificial We 
find that earth diversely modified, 
wrought and combined, serves to in- 
crease their bulk, and give them more 
or less density and gravity. Air and 
water contribute to make their parti- 



cles cohere the igneous matter, orm- 
flammable principle, tinges them with 
colour^ and sometimes, plainly indi- 
cates Its presence by the brilliant scin- 
tillation^ which motion elicits from 
them. These stones and metals, these 
bodies so compact and solid, are dis- 
united, are destroyed, by the agency 
of air, water, and fire which the most 
ordinary analysis is sufficient to prove, 
as well as a multitude of experience to 
which our eyes are the daily evidence. 

Animals, plants, and minerals, after 
a lapse of time, give back to nature — 
that is to say, to the general mass of 
things, to tne universal magazine — 
the elements or principles which they 
have borrowed. The earth retakes 
that portion of the body of which it 
formed the basis and the solidity ; the 
air charges itself with those parts that 
are analogous to it, and with those par- 
ticles which are light and subtile; 
water carries off that ^hich is suitable 
to liquescency ; fire bursting its chains, 
disengages itself, and rushes into new 
combinations with other bodies. 

The elementary particles of the am- 
mal being thus dissolved, disunited, 
and dispersed, assume new activity, 
and form new combinations : thus, they 
serve to nourish, to preserve, or destroy 
new beings — among others^ plants, 
which, arrived at their maturity, nour- 
ish and preserve new animals ; these, 
in their turn, yielding to the same fate 
as the first. 

Such is the invariable course of Na- 
ture: such is the eternal circle of mu- 
tation, which all that exists is obliged 
to describe. It is thus that motion 
generates, preserves for a time, and 
successively destroys one part of the 
universe by the other ; whilst the sum \ 
of existence remains eternally the 
same. Nature, by its combinations, ' 
produces suns, which place them- 
selves in the centre of so many sys- 
tems : she forms planets, which, by 
their peculiar essence, gravitate and 
describe their revolutions round these 
suns : by degrees the motion is chang- 
ed altogether, and becomes eccentric : 
perhaps the day may arrive when these 
wondrous masses will disperse, of 
which man, in the short space of his 
existence, can only have a faint and 
transient glimpse. _. 

It is clear, then, that the continuaTL 
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notion inherent in matter, changes ' 
'and destroys aU beings ; everr instant , 
depriving them of some of their pro- 
perties to substitute others : it is mo- ' 
tion which, in thus changing their 
actual essence, changes also fheir order, 
their direction, their tendency, and the ' 
laws which regulate their mode of act- , 
ing and being : from the stone formed I 
in the bowels of the earth by the inti- ! 
mate combination and close coherence > 
of gitnilar and analogous particles, to \ 
the sun, that vast reservoir of igneous 
Darticles, which sheds torrents of light 
oyer the firmament ; from the benumb- 
ed oyster, to the thoughtful and active 
man, we see an uninterrupted progres- 
sion, a perpetual chain of motion and 
> combination, from which is produced 
/ beings, that only differ from each other 
/ by the variety of their elementary mat- 
ter: and by the numerous combina- 
tions of these elements spring modes 
^' of action and existence, diversified to 
infinity. In generation, in nutrition. 
in preservation, we see nothing more 
than matter variously combined, of 
which^each has its peculiar motion, re- 
gulated by fixed and determinate laws, 
which oblige them to submit to neces- 
sary changes. We shall find in the 
formation, in the growth, in the in- 
stantaneous life of animals, vegetables 
and minerals, nothing but matter, 
which, combining, accumulating, ag- 
gregating^ and expanding by degrees, 
fonns bemgs, who are either feelmg. 
living, vegetating, or else destitute or 
these faculties; and having existed 
some time under one particular form, 
they are obliged to contribute by their 
ruin to the production of other iorms.* 



CHAPTER IV. 

Of the Liaw of Motion common to all the 
Beings of Nature — Qf Attraction and JRe- 
pulnon — Qf inert Force — Qf Necessity. 

Man is never surprised at those effects 
of which he thinks he knows the cause; 
he believes he does know the cause as 

* Destmctio unius, generatio alterius. Thus, 
to speak strictly, noming in nature is either 
bom, or dies, according to the common ac- 
ceptation of those terms. This truth was 
left by many of the ancient philosophers. 
Plato tells us, that according to an old tra- 
dition, "the living were born of the dead, the 



soon as he sees them act m a uniform 
and determinate manner, or when the 
mo:icn excited is simple : the descent 
of a stone, that falls by its ovrn peculiar 
weight, is an object oi* mediia;. . n only 
to the philosopher, to whom the niode 
by which the most immediate cau>e« 
act. and the most simple motion, are 
no less impenetrable mysteries than the 
most complex motion, and the manner 
bv which the mo-^t complicated cau>es 
give impulse. The uninformed are 
seldom tempted either to examine the 
effects which are familiar to them, or 
to recur to first principles. They think 
they see nothing in the descent of a 
stone which ought to elicit their sur- 
prise, or become the object of their 
research : it requires a Newton to feel 
that the descent of heavy bodies is a 
phenomenon worthy his whole, his most 
serious attention : it requires the sa^- 
cit}- of a profound experimental phuo- 
sopher, to discover the laws by whici* 
heavj' bodies fall, by which they com- 
mumcate to others their peculiarmotion. 
In short, the mind that is most practised 
in philosophical observation, has fre- 
quently the chagrin to find, that the 
most simple and most common effects 
escape all his researches, and remain 
inexplicable to him. 

When any extraordinary, any un- 
usual effect is produced, to which our 
eyes have not been accustomed ; or 
when we are ignorant of the energies 
of the cause, Uie action of which so 
forcibly strikes our senses, we are 
tempted to meditate upon it, and take 
it into our consideration. The Euro- 
pean, accustomed to the use of g^in- 
powder^ passes it byr, without thinking 
much of Its extraordinary energies ; the 
workman, who labours to manufacture 
it, finds nothing marvellous in its pro- 
perties, because he daily handles the 

same as the dead did come of the living; and 
that this is the constant routine of nature." 
He adds fit)m himself " Who knows if to live, 
be not to die; and if to die, be not to live 7'^ 
This was the doctrine of Pythagoras, a man 
of great talent and no less note. Empedocles 
says, " There is neither birth nor death for any 
mortal, but only a combination and a separa- 
tion of that which was combined, and this 
is what amongst men they call birth and 
death." Again he remarks, "Those are in- 
fants, or short-sighted persons with very con- 
tracted understandings, who imagine any 
thing is bom which aid not exist before, or 
that any thing can die or perish totally." 
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matter that enters its composition. 
The American, who had never beheld 
its operation, looked upon it as a divine 

. power, and its energies as supernatural. 

I T/ie uninformed, who are ignorant of 

1 the true cause of thunder, contemplate 
it as the instrument of celestial ven- 
geance. The experimental philosopher 
considers it as the effect of the electric 
Uiatter, which, nevertheless, is itself a 
cause which ne is very far fr^m per- 
fectly understanding.* 

Be this as it may, whenever we see 
a cause act. we look upon its effect as 
natural : wnen this cause becomes fa- 
miliar to the sight^ when we are accus- 
tomed to it, we thmk we understand it, 
and its effects surprise us no longer. 
Whenever any unusual effect is per- 
ceived without our discovering the 
, cause, the mind sets to work, becomes 
uneasy; this uneasiness increases in 
proportion to its extent : as soon as it 

■ IS believed to threaten our preservation, 
we become completely agitated: we 
seek after the cause with an earnestness 
proportioned to our alarm ; our per- 
plexity augments in a ratio equivalent 
to the persuasion we are under how 
essentially requisite it is we should 
become acquamted with the cause that 
has affected us in so lively a manner. 
As it frequently happens that our senses 
can teach us nothing respecting this 
cause which so deeply interests us, 
which we seek with so much ardour ; 
we have recourse to our imagination ; 

I this, disturbed with alarm, enervated 
by tear, becomes a suspicious, a falla- 
cious guide : we create chimeras, ficti- 
tious causes, to whom we give the 
credit, to whom we ascribe the honour 
of those phenomena by which we have 
been so much alarmed. It is to this 
disposition of the human mind that 
must be attributed, as will be seen in 
the sequel, the religious errours of 
man, who, despairing of the capability 
to trace the natural causes of those 



♦ It required the keen, the penetrating mind 
of a Pbankun, to throw light on the nature 
of this subtile fluid ; to develop the means by 
which ita effects might be rendered harmless; 
to turn to useful purposes a phenomenon that 
made the ignorant tremble, that filled their 
minds with terrour, their hearts with dismay, 
as indicating the anger of the gods : impressed 
with this idea, they prostrated themselves, 
they sacrificed to Jupiter or Jehovah, to depre- 
cate their wrath. 



perplexing phenomena to which he 
was the witness^ and sometimes the 
victim, created in his brain, heated 
with terrour, imaginary causes, which 
have become to him a source of the 
most extravagant folly. 

In nature, however, there can be 
only natural causes and effects; all the 
motion excited in this nature follows 
constant and necessary laws: the natu- 
ral operations to the knowledge of which 
we are competent, of which we are in 
a capacity to judge, are of themselves 
sufficient to enable us to discover those 
which elude our sight ; we can at least 
judge of them by analogy. If we study 
nature with attention, the modes of 
action which she displays to our senses 
will teach us not to be disconcerted by 
those which she refuses to discover. 
Those causes which are the most re- 
mote from their effects, unquestionably 
act by intermediate causes ; by the aid 
of these, we can frequently trace out 
the first. If in the chain of these causes 
we sometimes meet with obstacles that 
oppose themselves to our research, we 
ou^ht to endeavour by patience and 
diligence to overcome them; when it 
so happens we cannot surmount the 
difficulties that occur, we stjUIare never 
justified in concluding the chain to be 
broken, or that the cause which acts is 
supernatural Let us, then, be con- 
tent with an honest avowal, that Nature 
contains resources of which we are 
ignorant; but never let us substitute 
pnantoms, fictions, or imaginary causes, 
senseless terms, for those causes which 
escape our research; because, by such 
means, we only confirm ourselves in 
ignorance, impede our inquiries, and 
obstinately remain in errour. 

In spite of our ignorance with respect 
to the meanderings of Nature, of the 
essence of beings, of their properties, 
their elements, their combinations, their 
proportions, we yet know the sunple 
and general laws accordino^ to which 
bodies move, and we see clearly, that 
some of these laws, common to all 
beings, never contradict themselves : 
although, on some occasions, they ap- 
pear to vary, we are frequently compe- 
tent to discover that the cause becoming 
complex, from combination with other 
causes, either impedes, or prevents its 
mode of action, being such as in ita 
primitive state we had a right to expect 
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: We know that active, igneous matter, 
' applied to gunpowder, must necessarily 
3ause it to explode : wtencTer this effect 
does not follow the combination of the 
igneous matter with the gunpowder, 
whenever our senses do not give us 
evidence of the fact, we are justified in 
concluding, either that the powder is 
damp, or that it is united with some 
other substance that counteracts its ex- 
; plosion. We know that all the actions 
of man have a tendency to render him 
happy : whenever, therefore, we see him 
laibourin^ to injure or destrov himself, 
it is just to infer that ne is moved by 
some cause opposed to his natural ten- 
dency ; that he is deceived by some 
Prejudice ; that, for want of experience, 
e is blind to consequences: that he 
does not see whither his actions will 
lead him. ' 

If the motion excited in beings was 
always simple ; if their actions did not 
blend and combine with each other, it 
would be easy to know the effect a 
cause would produce. I know that a 
stone, when descending, ought to de- 
scribe a perpendicular: I also know, 
that if it encounters any other body 
which changes its course, it is obliged 
to take an oblique direction ; but if its 
fall be interrupted by several contrary 

r>wers which act upon it alternately, 
am no longer competent to determine 
what line it will describe. It may be 
a parabola, an ellipsis, spiral, circular, 
&c. ; this will depend on the impulse it 
receives, and the powers by which it is 
impelled. 

The most complex motion, however, 
is never more than the result of simple 
motion combined : therefore, as soon as 
we know the general laws of beings, 
and theii action, we have only to de- 
compose and to analvze them, m order 
to discover those of which they are 
combined: experience teaches us the 
effects we are to expect. Thus it is 
clear, the simplest motion causes that 
necessary junction oi different matter 
of which all bodies are composed : that 
matter varied in its essence, in its pro- 
perties, in its combinations, has each 
its several modes of action, or motion, 
peculiar to itself: the whole motion of 
a body is consequently the sum total of 
each particular motion that is combined. 

Amongst the matter we behold, some 
is constantly disposed to unite, whilst 



other is incapable of union ; that which 
is suitable to unite, forms combinations 
more or less intimate, possessing more 
or less durability : that is to say, with 
more or less capacity to preserve their 
union and to resist dissolution. Those 
bodies which are called solids, receive 
into their composition a great number 
of homogeneous, similar^ and analogous 
particles, disposed to unite themselves; 
with energies conspiring or tending to 
the same point. The primitive beings, 
or elements of bodies, have need ot 
support, of props, that is to say, of the 
presence of each other, for the purpose 
of preserving themselves ; of acquiring 
consistence, or solidity ; a truth which 
applies with equal uniformity to what 
isr called physical, as to what is termed 
moral. 

It is upon this disposition in matter 
and bodies with relation to each other, 
that is founded those modes of action 
which natural philosophers designate 
by the terms attraction, repulsion^ 
sympathy, antipathy, oMnities, rela- 
tion^,* Moralists describe this dispo- 
sition under the names of love, hatred, 
friendship, aversion, Man, like all 
the beings in nature, Experiences the 
impulse of attraction and repulsion; 
the motion excited in him differing from 
that of other beings, only because it is 
more concealed, and frequently so hid- 
den, that neither the causes which 
excite it, nor their mode of action are 
known. 

Be this as it may, it is sufficient for 
us to know, that by an invariable law 
certain bodies are disposed to unite 
with more or less facility, whilst others 

* This system of attraction and repulsion is 
very ancient, although it reouired a Newton 
to aevelop it. That love, to wnich the ancients 
attributea thfi unfolding or disentanglement of 
chaos, appears to havebeen nothing more than 
a personification of the principle of attraction. 
All their allegories and fables upon chaos, evi- 
dently indicate nothing more than the accord 
or union that exists between analogous and 
homogeneous substances, fi'om whence re- 
sulted the existence of tne universe: while 
discord or repulsion, which they called soip. 
was the cause of dissolution, confusion, and 
disorder. There can scarcely remain a doubt 
but this was the origin of the doctrine of the 
two principles. According to Diogenes Lieer- 
tius, the philosopher, Empedocles asserted 
" thai there is a kind of affection^ by which the 
elements unite themselves; and a sort qfdis- 
cords by which they separate or remove them 
selves. ^ 
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• cannot combine. Water combines itself 
readil)r with salt, but will not blend 
with oil. Some combinations are very 
strong, cohering with great force, as 
metals ; others are extremely feeble, 
their cohesion slight, and easily decom- 
posed, as in fugitive colours. Some 
bodies, incapable of uniting by them- 
selves, become susceptible of union by 
the agency of other bodies, which serve 
for common bonds or mediums. Thus, 
oil and water, naturally heterogeneous, 
combine and make soap, by the inter- 
vention of alkaline salt. From matter 
diversely combined, in proportions va- 
ried almost to infinity, result all physi- 
cal and moral bodies ; the properties 
and qualities of which are essentially 
different, with modes of action more or 
less complex : which are either under- 
stood with facility^ or difficult of com- 
prehension, accordmg to the matter that 
has entered into their composition, and 
the various modifications this matter 
has undergone. 

It is thus, from the reciprocity of their 
attraction^ that the primitive, impercej)- 
tible particles of matter which consti- 
tute bodies, become perceptible, and 
form compound substances, aggregate 
masses, by the union of similar and 
analogous matter, whose essences fit 
them to cohere. The same bodies are 
dissolved, or their union broken, when- 
ever they undergo the action oi matter 
inimical to their junction. Thus by 
degrees are formed plants, metals, ani- 
mals, men ; each grows, expands, and 
increases, in its own system, or order ; 
sustaining itself in its respective ex- 
istence by the continual attraction of 
analogous matter, to which it becomes 
united, and by which it is preserved 
and strengthened. Thus, certain ali- 
ments become fit for the sustenance of 
man; whilst others destroy his exist- 
ence : some are pleasant to him, 
strengthen his habit ; others are repug- 

, nant to him, weaken his system : in 
short, never to separate physical from 
moral laws — it is thus that men, mutu- 
ially attracted to each other by their 
reciprocal wants, form those unions 

/which we designate by the terms mar- 
riage, families y societies, friendships^ 
connexions : it is thus that virtue 
strengthens and consolidates them ; 
that vice relaxes, or totally dissolves 
them. 



Of whatever nature may be the com- 
bination of beings, their motion ha? 
always one direction or tendency : with- 
out direction we could not have any 
idea of motion : this direction is regu- 
lated by the properties of each being • 
as soon as they have any given proper- 
ties, they necessarily act in obedience 
to them; that is to say, they follow the 
law invariably determined by these 
same properties, which, of themselves^ 
constitute the being such as he is found^ 
and settle his mode of action^ which is 
always the consequence of his manner 
of existence. But what is the genera 
direction, or common tendency, we see 
in all beings ? What is the visible and- 
known end of all their motion? It is;^ 
to preserve their actual existence — to' 
strengthen their several bodies — to 
attract that wnich is favourable to 
them — to repel that which is injurious - 
to them — to avoid that which can harm ; 
them, to resist impulsions contrary to , 
their manner of existence and to tneir 
natural tendency. 

To exist, is to experience the motion i 
peculiar to a determinate essence : to \ 
preserve this existence, is to give and ' 
receive that motion from which results 
the maintenance of its existence: — it 
is to attract matter suitable to corrobo- 
rate its being, — to avoid that by which 
it may be either endangered, or en- 
feebled. Thus, all beings of which 
we have any Imowledge, have a ten- 
dency to preserve themselves each afteiy ^' 
its own peculiar manner: tjie stonel 
by the firm adhesion of its particles, ; > 
opposes resistance to its destruction. 
Organized beings preserve themselves 
by more complicated means, but which 
are, nevertheless, calculated to main- 
tain their existence against that by 
which it may be injured. Man, botni 
in his physical and in his moral capa- 
city, is a living, feeling, thinking, active 
being, who every instant of his duration 
strives equally to avoid that which may 
be injurious, and to procure that which 
is pleasing to him, or that which is 
suitable to his mode of existence.* 

Conservation, then, is the common 
point to which all the energies, all the 
powers, all the faculties of being, seem 

* St. Augustine admits this tendency for 
self-preservation in all beings, whether organ- 
ized or not. — See his tractate De CivitaU Deij 
, lib. xi. cap. 28. 
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cuntinually directed. Natural philo- 

l sophers call this direction, or tendency, 

self-gravitation, Newton calls it i7i- 

A^rt force. Moralists denominate it, in 

' man, self-love ; which is nothing more 

'than the tendency he has to preserve 

■y ! himself — a desire of happiness — a love 
jof his own welfare — a wish for plea- 

^ . sure — ^a promptitude in seizing on every 

.' 'thing that appears favourable to his 
■conservation — a marked aversion to all 
(that either disturos his happiness, or 
imenaces his existence — primitive sen- 
timents common to all beings of the 
human species, which all their facul- 
ties are continually striving to satisfy ; 
which all their passions, their wills, 
their actions, have eternally for their 
object and their end. This self-gravi- 

^ j tation, then, is clearly a necessary dis- 
i position in man and in all other beings, 
whichj by a variety of means, contri- 
butes to the preservation of the exist- 
ence they have received as long as 
nothing deranges- the order of their 
machine or its primitive tendency. 

Cause always produces effect ; there 
ean be no effect without cause. Im- 
pulse is always followed by some mo- 
tion more or less sensible, by some 
change more or less remarkable in the 
body which receives it. But motion, 
and its various modes of displaying it- 
self, is, as has been already shown, de- 
termined by the nature, the essence, 
the properties, the combinations of the 
beings acting. It must then be con- 
cluded, that motion, or the modes by 
which beings act, arises from some 
cause ; and as this cause is not able to 
move or act but in conformity with the 
manner of its being, or its essential 
properties, it must equally be conclud- 
ed, that all the phenomena we perceive 
are necessary ; that every being in na- 
ture, under the circumstances in which 
it is placed and with the given proper- 

' I ties it possesses, caujiut act otherwise 
: than it does. 

Necessity is the constant and infalli- 
ble connexion of causes with their ef- 
fects. Fire, of necessity, consumes 
combustible matter placed within its 
' sphere of action : man, of necessity, 

^ ! desires, either that which really is, or 

I appears to be useful to his welfare. 

' Nature, in all tne phenomena she ex- 

hibitSj necessarily acts after her own 

peculiar essence* all the beings she 



contains necessarily act each after its j 
! individual essence : it is by motion 
I that the whole has relation with its 
parts, and these with the whole : it is 
thus that in the universe every thing 
is connected ; it is itself but an im- 
mense chain of causes and effects, 
which flow without ceasing one from 
the other. If we reflect a little, we 
[ shall be obliged to acknowledge, that 
; every thing we see is necessary ; that 
it cannot be otherwise than it is ; that 
i all the beings we behold, as well as 
those which escape our sight, act by 
certain and invariable laws. Accord- 
ing to these laws heavy bodies fall, 
light bodies rise ; analogous substances 
attract each other ; beings tend to con- 
serve themselves ; man cherishes him-, 
self; loves that which he thinks advan 
tageous, detests that which he has an 
idea may prove unfavourable to him. 
In fine, we are obliged to admit that 
there can be no indepe- ' >at energy — 
no isolated cause — no aetached action, 
in a nature where all the beings are in 
a reciprocity of action — who without 
interruption mutually impel and resist 
each other — who is herself nothing 
more than an eternal circle of motion 
given and received according to ne- 
cessary laws. 

Two examples will serve to throw 
the principle here laid down, into light 
— one shall be taken from physics, the 
other from morals. 

In a whirlwind of dust, raised by the 
impetuous elements, confused as it ap- 
pears to our eyes ; in the most fright- 
ful tempest, excited by contrary winds^ 
when the waves roll high as moun- \ 
tains ; there is not a single particle oi ; 
dust, or drop of water, that has been i 
placed by chance ; that has not a suf- ' 
ficient cause for occupying the place 
where it is found ; that does not, m 
the most rigorous sense ' of the word, 
act after the manner in which it ought 
to act; that is, according to its own 
peculiar essence, and that of the beings 
from whom it receives impulse. A 
geometrician, who exactly knew the 
different energies acting in each case, 
with the properties of the particles 
moved, could demonstrate, hat, after 
the causes given, each particle acted 
precisely as it ought to act, and that it 
could not have acted otherwise than U 
did. 



is 



V:.f T.-i,^ Zk^iA^ ^r K^Taox 



7t av>«: fc;iritiiii <^4^:ouuuttt^ uoi: 'ivnitaw: JiCi^:: x vi31 be snfficieiit far 
X |i\v.Ui,v iK ^vntiau^vv 41 ui 4iii(>ii'rt Uiu~. jucuiiic IT W jfannd m it can act 






X. .i> 3iuci;a. JLMaaaseSr oonunimica- 
'b»i laiL yKHvv9iL i^os estdUislies the 
itiuuttsiua uxit SiescuttiicB benreen the 
iilfttiiemfi ^ocdns t£ ^fint^ : wiien they 
4m jj 13H' ^meop^ ^ iciapeccsl action. 
-lomuQim. jgqi wmJuunK tbon : repoi- 
:HUo.iib%!ui*^4».aii£:»g«anEc&tkeiQ: the 
JUt) ;Tnib«n«s> jai£ $QKKC3wiks them : 
^v:^,i,.^..v n^ t,Ki j,s in 4a*i«;»>>iii*ii4iJiif uirt 4U1I2C <imii«aik» sii£ &ssEC}irs them 



^h 



-fi«^ 



;\4M4U. J^ 



;*SM»^.Ia.m; w >«,u;ti 4*4u U "UiW ui u« 
if,m.i*^^ jL.»ti ~^«U;U«4i4«> Ji. Jlii UtllwS U4U. 

'.V .•, i»i ,1, li, 

V* lit,.. ; ui K ;\;ila«^;il3\i it iaiTii>i. 
^«i vuijav. :u :*itji. :\;u'N!iii:uu. \a»u, 

iu»^>>'^ 4aui»^:ii;>^ ^i&cc^ ^a. :uaa» Ir. 
ia>itY ^caa^t> j«i a '^m 4«:.ui 3Laait> ^l 

wQ.ct5*e u-uv(;aai>ca;i»,*^*t> >aa.^ ia.Tf«t .m^ur 

*E.%I wi!i,.> >ijAiJ: -ht^^jhi^ 9CfUili Oiiri. WjL ibJ 

and iiwkke* ai paut« v>c w : Urt 4f.'^^> ^x^jo/- 
io:? tv> Uyits wbik-fei *w yi^r<;I;uiir G-.^^ 



'i iii^) ^andiomiL ihci- te^ie a tendency 
u -nfi^triti •zhan&biveS'^ t&ac mode of 

'rff>:\ ; 41: *iia> xbinr <caHKEt succeed. 
^«:uub«) 'rh^H Jcer -fsi^^svi io> ^e con^ 
'4auu4.. udtMuim /c x^ii vcOdMar itebkss who 
icc. 4(i%/Q. ttimni ^iniTvcuxaillhr aai en sue- 
4^ij«!iuu : -Qnm 'tihusi&: -^ &ski. their 

.luu. n: 3iiOiffr ':b<iK«ilf :: ikiis is i^ sole 
^mi: T«?f 4JW jiiiiir ir atsssosm fiaer: tc 
viutiiii w iiM ihflr iflnA iEDoe<5aaciy ; 
^«aa:a ^iiir iiiiirvrs^wTizhniliiiiflesiiiqpdoii 
bv :uit iti^ammzimi 40i£ iK^noittiKitaois: of 
4iL :»ui}%}Riunidr iimniir^ m&i9>ac«'«eftilQ£ed 
3ii >ui)iuil: !i^ ibm iivirsv amil tt^ <\anafiEL 

ITUinsv tnbsii ^innu: iis ;flii ihifinnifimJL 
jfhK im Shi ;rMiitu suuihr^ «i»tntffiS' oiii^ 
l«\^^9t«acT 3i:«k ;a<sa£!ii<iA iu> ^iim. JkliE 

iai ;rii»ir ^g^s^s^^sar tesscax^ ^Kijcdbiixt: tiur 

JJii^iaBJi,. hsftm c^nac afcnngnfatjr ^' mhutk 
XakCmpe- bencif airtti. TMs ai^ tihr itSL- 
txaJi ?i9veBi !<» wbkb ailJ aiha ^^swmas^ 



le^> itstiuv-'C ihe*ct>.^itt. tW MiApi4u>e v>c alt odter ewwNCW*, «ll 6<h«T emocpitts^ 
the Wicz^ \vh<.> ^unvottvi liuts&i; wdy> ajre sabmiticd ; !4m frs^kiles t^^miii- 
5hem-ekre> act ajWx Jaw^ IJkai aw y*- Uwt erf tcin^ j by tb« |y<fee»ftitT ^ciTboat 
rsiiLar to their e$;s«^nc^. It is iburs ;;^t own peculiar tnmfUi4(f 9th& makes r&mm 
tie is rariouslv ukixUimhI ; b«t h^ 4«s:- coacur bj rnnoim mm^^ to thegeneaL 
lions are alwav:^ the f9$uii K>if hU <>«^^ - piaa : this plan ayptfitf^ Uj be nothingr 
|M'(*uliar energy « and that v^' the N^in^s ? «io«e than the lifa. tif^Ujni ^^^ maints- 
who act upoD iiim. and bv wh«.MU he is oance of the whoW, \fV th« continnaS 
iiMKliHed. This is what ifive* *wch chaAge of its parU, TbU object she 
f ar H'ly to his delenninattvxus ; what j obtains in removing ihtftn ope by the 
freqiM-ntly produces such eonirt^dtotH>n other : by that which establishes, and 
III hi«« thoughts, his opinions, his wUI> by that which destroys the relatioo 
inn actions ; in shorty that moU<xa> I sut^sting between them ; by that 
whether concealed or visible, by whioh [ which gives them, and by that which 
he in agitated. We shall have oooa- deprives them of their forms, combina- 
tion, in the sequel, to place this truth, lions, proportions, qualities, according 
ft/ present to much contested, in ** t» which they act for a time, and aftei 



OP ORDER AND CONFUSION. 



il 



a given mode ; these are afterwards 
aken from them, to make them act 
after a different manner. It is thus 
that natm« makes them expand and 
change, grow and decline, augment 
and diminish, approximate and remove, 
forms them and destroys them, accord- 
ing as she finds it reqmsite to maintain 
the whole, towards the conservation 
of which this nature is herself essen- 
tially necessitated to have a tendency. 
Tnis irresistible power, this univer- 
sal necessity, this general energy, is, 
then, only a consequence of the nature 
of things, by virtue of which every 
thing acts without intermission, after 
constant and immutable Is^ws; these 
laws not varying more for the whole, 
than for the beings of which it is 
composed. Nature is an active, liv- 
ing whole, whose parts necessarily 
concur, and that without their own 
knowledge, to maintain activity, life, 
and existence. Nature acts and ex- 
ists necessarily : all that she contains 
necessarily conspires to perpetuate her 
active existence.* 



We shall see in the sequel, how 
much man's imagination has laboured 
to form an idea of the energies of that 
nature he has personified and distin- 
guished from herself: in short, we shali 
examine some of the ridiculous an4 
pernicious inventions which for want 
of understanding nature, have been 
imagined to impede her course, to sus- 
pend her eternal laws, to place obsta- 
cles to the necessity of things. 



* This was the decided opinion of Plato, 
who says, " Matter and necessity are the 
same thing; this necessity is the mother of 
the world. In point of fact we cannot go 
beyond this aphorism, Matter acts because it 
existSy and exists to act. If it be inquired 
how, or why, matter exists? We answer, 
we know not : but reasoning by analogy of 
what we do not know by that which we do, 
we are of opinion it exists necessarily, or be- 
cause it contains within itself a sufficient rea- 
son for its existence. In supposing it to be 
created or produced by a bein^ distmguished 
from it, or less known than itself we must 
still admit that this being is necessary, and 
includes a sufficient reason for his own exist- 
ence. We have not then removed any of the 
difficulty, we have not thrown a clearer licht 
on the subject, we have not advanced a 
single step; we have simply laid aside an 
agent of which we know some of the proper- 
ties, to have recourse to a power of which it 
is utterly impossible we can form any distinct 
idea, and whose existence cannot be 'demon- 
strated. As therefore these must be at best 
but speculative points of belief which each in- 
dividual, by reason of its obscuritv, may con- 
template with different optics ana under vari- 
ous aspects ; they surely ought to be left free 
for each to judge after his own fashion : the 
Deist can nave no just cause of enmity 
against the Atheist for his want of faith ; and 
the numerous sects of each of the various 
persuasions spread over the face of the earth 
ought to make it a creed, to look with an eye 
of complacency on the deviation of the other ; 
and rest upon that great moral axiom, which 
No. II.— 5 



CHAPTER V. 

Of Order and Confusumr—Qf Intemgau»^ 
Cf Oiance. 

The observation of the necessary, 
regular, and periodical motion in tlie 
universe, generated in the mind of man 
the idea of order. This term, in its 
primitive signification, represents to 
him nothing more than a mode of con- 
sidering, a facility of perceiving, to- 
gether and separately, the different re- 
lations of a whole, in which is dis- 
covered tjy its manner of existing and 
acting, a certam affinity or conformity 
with his own. Man, in extending this 
idea to the universe, carried with him 
those methods of considering things 
which are peculiar to himself: he has 
consecjuently supposed there really ex- 
isted m nature affinities and relations^ 
which he classed under the name ol 
order; and others, which appeared to 
him not to conform to those which he 
has ranked under the term confusion. 

It is easy to comprehend that this 
idea of order and confusi-^n can have 
no absolute existence in nature, where 
every thing is necessary ; where the 
whole follows constant and invariable 
laws ; and which oblige each being, in 
every moment of its duration, to sub- 
mit to other laws which themselves 
flow from Its own peculiar mode of ex- 
istence. It IS, therefore, in his imag- 
ination alone man finds the model of 
that which he terms order, or confu- 
sion, which, like all his abstract, meta- 
physical ideas, supposes nothing be- 

is strictly conformable to nature, which con- 
tains the nucleus of man's happiness — " Lh 
not unto another, that which you do not wish 
another should do unto you ;" for it is evident, 
according to their own doctrines, that out of 
all their multifarious systems, one only can 
be right. 
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yond his reach. Order, however, is 
never more than the faculty of conform- 
ing himself with the beings by whom 
he is environed, or with the whole of 
which he forms a part. 

Nevertheless, if the idea of order be 
applied to nature, it will be found to be 
nothing but a series of action, or mo- 
tion, which man judges to conspire to 
one common end. Thus, in a body 
that moves, order is the cham of action, 
the series of motion proper to consti- 
tute it what it is, and to maintain it in 
its actual state. Order, relatively to 
the whole of nature, is the Concate- 
nation of causes and effects necessary 
to her active existence, and to the 
maintaining her eternally together; 
but, as it has been proved in the pre- 
ceding chapter, every individual being 
is obliged to concur to this end in the 
different ranks they occupy ; from 
whence it is a necessary deduction, 
that what is called the order of nature, 
can never be more than a certain man- 
ner of considering the necessity of 
things, to which all, of which man has 
any knowledge, is submitted. That 
which is styled confusion, is onlyare- 
'lative term used to designate that series 
of necessary action, that chain of re- 
quisite motion, by which an individual 
being is necessarily changed or dis- 
turbed in its mode of existence, and 
by which it is instantaneously obliged 
to alter its manner of action : but no 
one of these actions, no part of this 
motion, is capable, even for a single 
instant, of contradicting or deranging 
the general order of nature, from which 
all beings derive their existence, their 
properties, the motion peculiar to each. 

What is termed confusion in a being, 
is nothing more than its passage into a 
new class, a new mode of existence, 
which necessarily carries with it a new 
series of action, a new chain of motion, 
different from that of which this being 
found itself susceptible in the preceding 
rank it occupied. That which is called 
order in nature, is a mode of existence, 
or a disposition of its particles strictly 
necessary. In every other assemblage 
of causes and effects, or of worlds, as 
well as in that which we inhabit, some 
sort of arrangement, some kind of 
order, would necessarily be establish- 
ed. Suppose the most discordant and 
tAe most iieterogeneous substances 



were put into activity ; by a concatena- 
tion of necessary phenomena they 
would form amongst themselves a com- 
plete order, a perfect arrangement of 
some sort. This is the true notion of 
a property which may be defined an 
aptitude to constitute a being such as 
it is actually found, such as it is, with 
respect to *he whole of which it makes 
a part. 

Thus, I repeat, order is nothing but 
necessity^, considered relatively to the 
series oi actions, or the connected cham 
of causes and effects that it produces 
in the universe. What is, in fact, the 
motion in our planetary system, the 
only one of which man has any distinct 
idea, but order; but a series of phe- 
nomena, operated according to neces- 
sary laws, regulating the bodies of 
which it is composed ? In conformity 
to these laws, the sun occupies the 
centre; the planets gravitate towards 
it, and describe round it, in regulated 
periods, continual revolutions : the sa- 
tellites of these planets gravitate to- 
wards those which are in the centre 
of their sphere of action, and describe 
round them their periodical route. One 
of these planets, the earth, which man 
inhabits, turns on its own axis, and by 
the various aspects which iis annusa 
revolution obliges it to present to the 
sun, experiences those regular varia- 
tions which are called seasons. By a 
necessary series of the sun's action 
upon different parts of this globe, all 
its productions undergo vicissitudes: 
plants, animals, men, are in a sort of 
lethargy during Winter : in Spring, 
these beings appear to reanimate, to 
come, as it were, out of a long drowsi- 
ness. In short, the mode in which the 
earth receives the sun's beams, has an 
influence on all its productions; these 
rays, when darted obliquely, do not act 
in the same manner as when they fall 
perpendicularly ; their periodical ab- 
sence, caused by the revolution of this 
sphere on itself, produces night and 
day. In all this, however, man never 
witnesses more than necessary effects, 
flowing from the essence of things, 
which, whilst that shall remain the 
same, can never be contradicted. Thesq 
effects are owing to gravitation, attrac- 
tion, centrifugal power, &c.* 



used 



* Centrifuffal force is a philosophical term, 
led to '^oo/'*^K^ that fo**'*'" ^ — ^'^ch all bodies 
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On the other hand, this order ^ vhkh 
man admires as a sapemaniral edecc 
is sometiiiies distnrbea or changed into 
what he calls amfugiofk z this coonision 
itself is, however, always a necessazy 
consequence of the laws of nature, in 
which it is leqoisite for lihe maintenance 
of the whole that some of her parts 
should he deranged, and thrown oa: -z^' 
the ordinary coarse. It is ihas co^^.t* 
present themselres so nnexpectedlr to 
man's wondering eyes : their eccentric 
motion disturbs the tranqoillity of iiis 
planetary system : they excite the ter- 
rour of the oninformedl to whom erery 
thing onusoal is manrelloas. The natu- 
ral philosopher himself conjectures thaL 
in former ages, these comet« hare orer- 
thrown the surface of this mondane 
ball, and caused great resolutions on 
the earth. Independent of this extra- 
ordinary confusioiu, he is exposed to 
others more ramiliar to him : sometimes 
the seasons appear to have usurped 
each other's place — to havequined their 
regular order ; sometimes the discordant 
elements seem to dispute amon? them- 
selves the dominion of the world ; the 
sea bursts its limits ; the solid earth is 
shaken, is rent asunder ; mountains are 
in a state of conflagration ; pestilential 
diseases destroy men, sweep off ani- 
mals ; sterility desolates a country ; 
then affirightea man utters piercing 
cries, offers up his prayers to recaU 
order, and tremblingly raises his hands 
towards the Being he supposes to be 
the author of all these calamities : and 
yet, the whole of this afflicting confu- 
sion are necessary effects, produced by 
natural causes, which act according to 
fixed, to permanent laws, determined 
by their own peculiar essence, and the 
universal essence of nature, in which 
every thing must necessarily be changed* 
be moved, be dissolved; where that 
which is called order must sometimes 
be disturbed, and be altered into a new 
mode of existence, which, to his mind, 
appears confusion. 

I What is called the confusion of 

mature^ has no existence : man finds 

/order in every thing that is conformable 

I to his own mode of being ; confusion 

I in every thing by which it is opposed : 

which move round any other body in a circle 
or an ellipsis, do endeavour to fly off from the 
axis of their motion m a tangent to the pe- 
riphery or circumference of it. 



enifle**. iz zanr? all is m crier. . 
beca-*e z;---? ::* aer par:* are exer able * 
ic er-j".-:.ja.:e ih^riiselT** fr^oi these 
ijzTMTJMir* lid ^eces^aTT rcies. which 
d:w :r:«Ti lii^ir re*fie»::ire e<-en•^«:, 
there :* ::•:■«. laere ca:in:< be. confusion 
iz a vrbcle, t-: tie ^,a:r.:ei:an're cf which 
wiii -i call-ri •r:'zius::a is absolutely 
necuis-tc : cf 'whirh the general course 
caL. :irTer i« deran^^ed where all the 
enect* prc-iuce^ are the coo*equeace of 
nimrai causes, uiat. under the circum- 
stances in which they are placed, act 
only as aiey infallibly are obliged to act. 

It thus follows that there can be n€^ 
ther monsters nor pr.xiigie?. wonders 
nor miracles in ::a:ure: those which 
are designated as montt'n's, are certain 
combinaticns w::h which the eves of 
man are not familiarized, but whica 
are not less the nece*sar\- effects of 
natural causes. Those which he terms 
prodigies, vond^rg, or supei^atuju, 
effects, are phenomena of nature A\'ith 
whose mode of action he is unac- 
quainted — of which his ignorance dee? 
not permit him to ascertain the princi- 
ples — whose causes he cannot trace, but 
which his heated imagination makes him 
foolishlv attribute to fictitious causes, 
■ which, like the idea of order, have no 
existence but in himself; for, out of 
. nature, none of these things can hare 
; existence. 

As for those effects, which are called 
miracles, that is to say, contrary to the 
immutable laws of nature, such things 
are impossible ; because nothing can 
for an instant suspend the neces^ry 
course of beings, without arresting the 
entire of nature, and disturbing her in 
her tendency. There have neither been 
wonders nor miracles in nature, except 
for those who have not sufficiently 
studied this nature, and who conse- 
quently do not feel that her laws can 
never be contradicted, even in the 
minutest of her parts, without the 
w'hole being annihilated, or at least, 
without changing her essence, or her 
mode of action.* 



* A miracle, accordinir to some metnphyw- 
cians, is an effect produced by n power not to 
be found in nature. — iMirnculum vooainua 
effectum qui nullas sui vin^8 sufficionttv** in 
naturit agnoscit. — See Bilfinf^rr^ Ih Ihti^ 
Animo et Mundo. From tliis it hna b<vu 
concluded that the cause must bo looktnl tor 
beyond or out of nature ; but reason bldn »»• 
not to recur to supemalxiral cau»ts^\tt imj 
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Order and confusion, then, are only 
relative terms, by which man designates 
tne state in which particular beings find 
themselves. He says, a being is in 
order when all the motion it undergoes 
conspires to favour its tendency to self- 
preservation, and is conducive to the 
maintenance of its actual existence; 
that it is in confusion, when the causes 
which move it disturb t^e harmony of 
its existence, or have a tendency to 
destroy the equilibrium necessary to 
the conservation of its actual state. 
Nevertheless, confusion, as we have 
shown, is nothing but the passage of a 
being into a new order ; the more rapid 
the progress, the greater the confusion 
for the being that is submitted to it: 
that which conducts man to what is 
called death, is, for him, the greatest 
of all possible confusion. Yet this 
death is nothing more than a passa^^e 
into a new mode of existence : it is m 
the order of nature. 

The human body is said to be in 
order, when its various component parts 
act in that mode from which results the 
conservation of the whole, which is the 
end of his actual existence.* He is said 
to be in health, when the fluids and 
solids of his body concur towards this 
end. He is said to be in confusion, or 
in ill health, whenever this tendency 
is disturbed ; when any of the con- 
stituent parts of his body cease to con- 
cur to his preservation, or to fulfil his 
peculiar functions. This it is that hap- 

Eens in a state of sickness, in which, 
owever, the motion excited in the 
human machine is as necessary, is 
regulated by laws as certain, as natu- 
ral, as invariable, as that which concurs 
to produce health. Sickness merely 
produces in him a new order of motion, 
a new series of action, a new chain of 
things. Man dies : to us this appears the 
greatest confusion he can experience ; 
his body is no longer what it was — its 

Earts cease to concur to the same end — 
is blood has lost its circulation — he is 
deprived of feeling — his ideas have 

the phenomena we behold, before we have 
become fiilly acquainted with natural causes — 
in other words, with the powers and capabili- 
ties which nature herself contains. 

• In other words, when all the impulse he 
receives, all the motion he communicates, tends 
to preserve his health and to render him happy, 
by promoting the happiness of his fellow men. 



vanished — he thinks no more — his de- 
sires have fled — death is the epoch, is 
the cessation of his human existence. — 
His frame becomes an inanimate mass 
by the substraction of those principles 
by which it was animated; its tendency 
has received a new direction, and the 
motion excited in its ruins conspires to 
a new end. To that motion, the har- 
mony of which produced life, sentiment, 
thought, passions, and health, succeeds 
a series of motion of another species, 
which, nevertheless, follows laws as 
necessary as the first : all the parts of 
the dead man conspire to produce what 
is called dissolution, fermentation, pu- 
trefaction; and these new modes of 
being, of acting, are just as natural to 
man, reduced to this state, as sensibility, 
thought, the periodical motion of the 
blood, &c. were to the living man : his 
essence having changed, his mode of 
action can no longer be tne same. To 
that regulated motion, to that necessary 
action, which conspired to the produc- 
tion of life, succeeds that determinate 
motion, that series of action, which 
concur to produce the dissolution of 
the dead carcass, the dispersion of its 
parts, and the formation of new combi- 
nations, from which result new beings: 
and this, as we have before seen, is the 
immutable order of ever-active nature.f 
It cannot, then, be too often repeated, 
that, relatively to the great whole, all 
the motion of beings, all their modes of 
action, can never be but in order, that 
is to say, are always conformable to 
nature: that in all the stages through 
which beings are obliged to pass, they 
invariably act after a mode necessarily 
subordinate to the universal whole. 
Nay, each individual being always 
acts in order; all its actions, the whole 
system of its motion, are the necessary 
consequence of its peculiar mode of 
existence, whether that be momentary 

t "We have accustomed ourselves to think," 
says an anonymous author, " that life is the 
contrary of death; and this appearing to us 
under the idea of absolute destruction, we have 
been eager at least to exempt the soul from it, 
as if the soul, or mind, was essentially any 
thing else but the result of life, whose opposites 
are animate and inanimate. Death is so little 
opposed to life, that it is the principle of it. 
pS-om the body of a single animal that ceases 
to live, a thousand other livirig beings are 
formea." See Miscellaneous Dissertatums : 
Amsterdam. 1740 pp. 252, 253. 
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jr durable. Order, in political society, 
is the effect of a necessary series of 
ideas, of wills, of actions, in those who 
compose it, whose moTements are regu- 
lated in a manner either calculated to 
maintain its indivisibility, or to hasten 
its dissolution. Man constituted or 
modified in the manner we term vir- 

(tuoos, acts necessarily in that mode 
from iHbence results the welfare of his 
associates : the man we style wicked, 
acts necessarily in that mode from 
whence springs the misery of his fel- 
lows: his nature and his modification 
being essentially different, he must 
necessarily act aifter a different mode : 
his individual order is at variance, but 
his relative order is complete: it is 
equaUy the essence of the one to pro- 
mote happiness, as it is of the other to 
induce misery. 

Thus order and confusion in indi- 
vidual beings, are nothing more than 
the manner of man's considering the 
natural and necessary effects which 
they produce relatively to himself. He 
fears the wicked man ; he says that he 
will carry confusion into society, be- 
cause he disturbs its tendency ; because 
he places obstacles to its liappiness. 
He avoids a falling stone, because it 
will derange in him the order necessar}' 
to his conservation. Nevertheless, order 
and confusion are always, as we have 
shown, consequences equally necessary 
to either the transient or durable state 
of beings. It is in order that fire bums, 
because it is of its essence to bum ; 
for the wicked to do mischief, because 
it is of his essence to do mischief: on 
the other hand, it is in order that an 
intelligent being should remove himself 
from whatever can disturb his mode of 
existence. A being, whose organization 
renders him sensible, must, in virtue of 
his essence, fly from every thing that 
can injure his organs, that can place 
his existence in danger. 

Man calls those beings intelligent 
who are organized after his own man- 
ner, in whom he sees faculties proper 
for their preservation, suitable to main- 
tain their existence in the order that is 
convenient to them, enabling them to 
take the necessary measures towards 
this end with a consciousness of the 
mdtion they undergo. From hence it 
will be perceived, that the faculty called 
mtelligence, consists in a capability to 



act conformably to a Known end in the 
being to which it is attributed. He 
looks upon those being> a< deprived of 
intelligence in whom he finds no con* 
formity with himself; in whom he dis- 
covers neither the same organization, 
nor the same faculties: of which he 
knows neither the essence, the end to 
which they lend, the energies by which 
they act. nor the order that is convenient 
to them. The whole cannot have a dis- 
tinct end, because there is nothing out 
of itself to which it can have a tendency. 
If it b^ in himself that he arranges tlie 
idea of order, it is also in himself that 
he draws up that of intellieence. He 
refuses to ascribe it to those beings who 
, do not act after his own manner : he 
[ accords it to all those whom he supposes 
! to act like himself: the latter he calls 
I intelligent agents ; the former blind 
causes ; that is to say, intelligent agents 
who act by chance — a word void of 
sense, but which is always opposed to 
that of intelligence, without attaching 
to it any determinate or certain idea.* 

In fact, he attributes to chance all 
those effects of which the connexion 
they have with their causes is not seen. 
Thus man uses the word chance to 
cover his ignorance of those natural 
causes which produce visible effects, 
by means of which he cannot form an 
idea ; or that act by a mode of which he 
does not perceive the order; or whose 
system is not followed by actions con- 
formable to his own. As soon as he 
sees, or believes he sees the order of 
action, he attributes this order to an 
intelligence ; which is nothing more 
than a quality borrowed from himself, 

* We always compare the intelligence of 
other beings with our own, and if it be not the 
same, we deny its existence, which is a very 
gross errour; for, although a beinff may appear 
deprived of our own intelligence, ne neverthe- 
less has one peculiar to his organization, which 
leads him, with the greatest mipulse possible, 
towards an end we cfo not see ; and all bom^as, 
with regard to the end Nature pniposc»s to 
herself are provided with that degree of nitclli 
gence necessary to obtain it. To assume that 
a being is deprived of intelligence, is merely to 
say that his intellifrence is not like ours, and 
that we do not understand it: — to sav thnt a 
being acts by chavre, is merely to confess that 
we do not see its vwd^ and the place it occupio. j 
in the universal chain of existences. It is quit< 
certain that all beings are possessed of intolli 
frence, albeit we may not understand it; anc 
It is no less certain that all bein^ tend to ar 
end, albeit we may not perceive vl. 
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from his own peculiar mode of action, 
and from the manner in which he is 
himself affected. 

Thus an intelligent being is one 
who thinks, who wills, who acts, to 
compass an end. If so, he must have 
organs and an aim conformable to those 
of man : therefore, to say that nature is 
governed by an intelligence, is to affirm 
that she is governed by a being fur- 
nished with organs ; seeing that with- 
out this organic construction he can 
neither have sensations, perceptions, 
ideas, thoughts, will, plan, nor self- 
understood action. 

Man always makes himself the cen- 
tre of the universe : it is to himself that 
he relates all he beholds. As soon as 
he believes he discovers a mode of ac- 
tion that has a conformity with his 
own, or some phenomenon that in- 
terests his feelings, he attributes it to a 
cause that resembles himself, that acts 
after his manner, that has similar fa- 
culties with those he himself possesses, 
whose interests are like his own, whose 
projects are in unison with, and have 
the same tendency as those he him- 
self indulges : in snort, it is from him- 
self, from the properties which acti ate 
him, that he lorms the model of this 
cause. It is thus that man beholds out 
of his own species nothing but beings 
who act differently from himself ; yet, 
believes that he remarks in nature an 
order analogous to his own peculiar 
ideas: views, conformable to those, 
which he himself has. He imagines 
that nature is governed bv a cause, 
whose intelligence is conformable to 
his own ; to whom he ascribes the 
honour of the order which he believes 
he witnesses : of those views that fall 
in with those that are peculiar to him- 
self; of an aim which quadrates with 
that which is the great end of all his 
own actions. It is true that man, feel- 
ing his incapability to produce the vast, 
the multiplied effects, of which he wit- 
nesses the operation when contempla- 
ting the universe, was under the ne- 
cessity of making a distinction between 
himself and the cause which he sup- 
posed to be the author of such stupen- 
dous effects; he believed he removed 
every difficulty by exaggerating in this 
cause all those faculties of which he 
was himself in possession. It was 
thus, and* by degrees, he arrived at 



forming an idea of that mtelligeut cause 
which he has placed above nature to 
preside over her action, and to give her 
that motion of which he has chosen to 
believe she was in herself incapable. 
He obstinately persists in always re- 
^ardin^ this nature as a heap of dead, 
mert, formless matter, which has not 
within itself the power of producing 
any of those great effects, of those re- 
gular phenomena, from which eman- 
ates what he styles the order of the 
universe.* From whence it may be 
deduced, that it is for want of being 
acquainted with the powers of nature, 
with the properties oi matter, that man 
has multiplied beings without necessi- 
ty : that he has supposed the universe, 
under the empire of an intelligent 
cause, of which he is. and perhaps al- 
ways will be, himseli the model : and 
he only rendered this cause more in- 
conceivable, when he extended in it 
his own faculties too much. He either 
annihilates, or renders it altogether im- 
possible, when he would attach to it 
mcbmpatible qualities, which he is 
obliged to do to enable him to account 
for the contradictory and disorderly 
effects he beholds in the world. In 
fact, he sees confusion in the world; 
yet, notwithstanding this confusion 
contradicts the plan, the power, the 
wisdom, the bounty of this intelligence, 
and the miraculous order which ne as- 
cribes to it, he says the extreme beau- 
tiful arrangement of the whole obliges 
him to suppose it to be the work of a 
sovereign intelligence.f 

It will, no doubt, be argued, that as 
nature contains and produces intelli- 
gent beings, either she must be herself 



* Anaxagoras is said to have been the first 
who supposed the universe created and gov- 
erned by an intelligence . Aristotle reproaches 
him with having made an automaton of this 
intelligence ; that is, with ascnbmg to it the 
production of things only when he was at a 
loss, for good reas<j«is, to account for their 
appearance.— See Bayle's Dictionary, Art 
Anaxagoras, Note E. 

t Unable to reconcile this seeming confu- 
sion with the benevolence he attaches to this 
cause, he had recourse to another effort of his 
imagination ; he made a new cause, to whom 
he ascribed all the evil, all the misery, result- 
ing from this confusion : still, his own person 
served for the model, to which he added thosf 
deformities which hiB had learned to hold in 
disesteem : in multiplying these counter oi 
destroying causes, he peopled Pandemonium 
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mteUigdnt, or else she mast be goTern- 
ed by an intelligent cause, ^^\e reply, 
intelligence is a faculty peculiar to or- 
ganized beiogs, that is' to say, to beings 
constituted and combined after a de- 
tenninate manner, from whence results 
certain modes of action, which are de- 
signated under various names, accord- 
ing to the different effects which these 
fieings produce : wine has not the pro- 
perties called wit and courage ; ncTer- 
theless, it is sometimes seen that it 
communicates those qualities to men 
wrho are supposed to be in themselves 
entirely devoid of them. It cannot be 
said tluLt nature is intelligent after the 
manner of any one of the bein^ she 
contains ; but she can produce mteUi- 
gent beingSp by assembling matter 
suitable to form the particular organ- 
ization, from whose peculiar modes of 
action will result the faculty called iu- 
tellijgence, who shall be capable of pro- 
ducing those effects which are the ne- 
cessary consequence of this propert}-. 
I therefore repeat, that to ha v^ intelli- 
gence, designs, and views, it is requi- 
site to have ideas : to the production 
of idea& oi^ans or senses are neces- 
sary: this IS what is neither said of 
nature, nor of the causes he has sup- 
posed to preside over her actions. In 
short, experience proves beyond a 
doubt that matter, which is regarded as 
inert and dead, assumes sensible action, 
intelligence, and life, when it is com- 
bined after particular modes. 

From what has been said, it must 
be concluded, that order is never more 
than the necessary^ the uniform con- 
nexion of causes with their effects ; or 
that series of action which flows from 
the peculiar properties of beings so 
long as they remain in a given state — 
that confusion is nothing more than 
the change of this state — that, in the 
universe, all is necessarily in order; 
because every thing acts and moves 
according to the properties of the beings 
it contains — that, in nature, there can- 
not be either confusion, or real evil, 
since every thing follows the laws of 
its natural existence — that there is 
neither zhance^ nor any thing fortui- 
tous in this nature, where no effect is 
produced without a sufficient cause ; 
where all causes act necessarily ac- 
cording to fixed, to certain laws, which 
are themselves dependant on the esse - 



tial pni'pertif s of these causes, as well 
as on the combination or modification 
which constitutes either their transi- 
' tory or permanent state — that intelli- 
gence b a mode of acting, a method 
■ of existence, natural to some particular 
beings — that, if this intelligence should 
j be attributed to nature, it would then 
I be nothing more than the facuity of 
I conserving herself in active existence 
'by necessar)' means. In refusing to 
nature the intelligence he himself en- 
joys — in rejecting the intelligent caus«; 
which is supposed to be the contriver 
of this nature, or the principle of that 
I order he discovers in he- course, noth- 
ling is given to cAonce, nothing to a 
] blind cause ; but every thing he be- 
I holds is attributed to real, to known 
causes, or to such as are easy of com- 
prehension. All that exists is ac- 
knowledged to be a consequence of the 
inherent properties of eternal matter, 
which, by contact, by blending, by 
combination, by change of form, pro- 
duces order and confusion, and all tho>e 
varieties which assail his sight — it is 
himself who is blind, when he imagines 
blind causes — man only manilested his 
ignorance of the powers and laws of 
nature, when he attributed any of its 
effects to chance. He did not show a 
more enlightened mind when he as- 
cribed them to an intelligence, the idea 
of which is al\\'ays borrowed from him- 
self but which is never in conformity 
with the* effects which he attributes to 
its intervention — he only imagined 
words to supply the place of tiiinffs, 
and believed he understood them by 
thus obscuring ideas which he never 
dared either define or analyze. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Of Man — Of his Distinction into Moral and 
Phj/sical — Of his Origin, 

Let us now apply the general laws 
we have scrutinized, to those beiugs of 
nature who interest us the most. Let 
us see in what man differs from the 
other beings by which he is surround- 
ed. Lei us examine if he has not cer- 
tain points in conformity with them 
that oblige him, notwithstanding the 
different properties they respectively 
possess, to act in certain respects ac- 
cording to the universal laws to which 
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i every thing is submitted. Finally, let 
as inquire if the ideas he has formed of 
himself in meditating on his own pe- 
culiar mode of existence, be chimeri- 
cal, or founded in reason. 

Man occupies a place amidst that 
icTOwd, that multitude of beings, of 
which nature is the assemblage. His 
essence, that is to say, the peculiar 
manner of existence by which he is 
distin^shed from other beings, ren- 
ders him susceptible of various modes 
of action, of a variety of motion, some 
of which are simple and visible, others 
concealed and complicated. His life 
itself is nothing more than a long series, 
a succession of necessary and con- 
nected motion, which operates perpet- 
ual and continual changes in his ma- 
chine ; which has for its principle either 
causes contained within himself, such 
as blood, nerves, fibres, flesh, bones, in 
short, the matter, as well solid as fluid, 
of which his body is composed — or 
those exterior causes, which, by acting 
upon him, modify him diversely ; such 
as the air with which he is encompass- 
ed, the aliments by which he is nourish- 
ed, and all those objects from which he 
receives any impulse whatever by the 
impression they make on his senses. 

Man, like all other beings in nature, 
tends to his own preservation — he ex- 
periences inert force — he gravitates 
upon himself— he is attracted by ob- 
iects that are analogous, and repelled 
Dy those that are contrary to him — he 
seeks after some — he flies or endeavours 
to remove himself from others. It is 
this variety of action, this diversity of 
modification of which the human being 
is susceptible, that kas been designated 
tinder such different names, by such 
varied nomenclature. It will be ne- 
cessary, presently, to examine these 
closely and in detail. 

However marvellous, however hid- 
den, however complicated, may be the 
modes of action which the human 
frame undergoes, whether interiorly or 
exteriorly ; whatever may be, or ap- 
pear to be the impulse he either re- 
ceives or communicates, examined 
closely it will be found that all his 
motion, all his operations, all his 
(Changes, all his various states, all his 
"revolutions, are constantly regulated by 
the same laws, which nature has pre- 
scribed to all the beings she brings 



forth — which she develops — which she 
enriches with faculties — of which she 
increases the bulk — which she con- 
serves for a season — which she ends 
bv decomposing or destroying — thus\ 
obliging them to change their form. \ 

Man, in his origin, is an impercepti- / 
ble point, a speck, of which the parts// 
are without form ; of which the mobili-l 
ty, the life, escapes his senses ; in 
short, in which he does not perceive 
any sign of those qualities called sen-'/ 
timent, feeling, thought, intelligence, '■■ 
force, reason, &c. Placed in the' 
womb suitable to his expansion, this 
point unfolds, extends, increases by 
the continual addition of matter he at- 
tracts that is analogous to his being, 
which consequently assimilates itseli 
with him. Having quitted this womb, 
so appropriate to conserve his exist- 
ence, to unfold his qualities, to strength- 
en his habit ; so competent to give, for ' 
a season, consistence to the weak rudi • 
ments of his frame ; he becomes adult : 
his body has then acquired a consider- 
able extension of bulk, his motion is 
marked, his action is visible, he is sen- 
sible in all his parts ; he is a living, an\! 
active mass ; that is to say^ he feels,) 
thinks, and fulfils the functions pecu-r 
liar to beings of his species. But how) 
has he become sensible ? Because he 
has been l^y degrees nourished, enlargi 
ed, repaired by the continual attraction) y 
that takes place within himself of that 
kind of matter which is pronounced 
inert, insensible, inanimate ; allhoughlf . 
continually comoining itself with his' 
machine, of which it. forms an active 
whole, that is living, that feels, judges, 
reasons, wills, deliberates, chooses, 
elects ; with a capability of labouring, 
more or less efficaciously, to his own 
individual preservation ; that is to say. 
to the maintenance of the harmony of 
his natural existence. 

All the motion and changes that man 
experiences in the course of his life, 
whether it be from exterior objects, or 
from those substances contained with- 
in himself, are either favourable or j 
prejudicial to his exibtence; either' 
maintain its order, or throw it into con- 
fusion ; are either in conformity with, 
or repugnant to the essential tendency 
of his peculiar mode of being. He is 
compelled by nature to approve of some, y 
to disapprove of others ; some of neces- 
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( Isity render him happy, others contri- 
bute to his misery; some become the 
objects of his most ardent desire, others 
of his determined aversion : some elicit 
his confidence, others make him trem- 
ble with fear. 

In all the phenomena man presents, 
from the moment he quits the womb 
of his mother, to that wherein he be- 
comes the inhabitant of the silent tomb, 
he perceives nothing but a succession 
of necessary causes and effects, which 
are strictly conformable to those laws 
common to all the beings in nature. 
All his modes of action — all his sensa- 
tions — all his ideas — all his passions — 
every act of his will — every impulse he 
either gives or receives, are the neces- 
sary consequences of his own peculiar 
properties, and those which he finds in 
the various beings by whom he is 
moved. Every thing he does — every 
thing that passes within himself, are 
the eflects of inert force — of self-gravi- 
tation — of the attractive or repulsive 
powers contained in his machine — of 
the tendency he has, in common with 
other beings, to his own individual 
preservation ; in short, of that energy 
which is the common property of every 
being he beholds. Nature, in man, 
does nothing more than show, in a de- 
cided manner, what belongs to the pe- 
culiar nature by which he is distin- 
guished from the beings of a different 
system or order. 
I The source of those errours into 
I which man has fallen when he has 
[ contemplated himself, has its rise, as 
y will presently be shown, in the opinion 
■J he has entertained, that he moved by 
I himself — that he always acts by his 
Aown natural energy — that in his actions, 
ft/in the will that gave him impulse, he 
*/ jlwas independent of the general laws 
"tof nature, and of those objects which, 
^equently without his knowledge^ and 
jalways in spite of him, are, in obedience 
/to these laws, continually acting upon 
him. If he had examined himself at- 
tentively, he must have acknowledged, 
that none of the motion he underwent 
was spontaneous — he must have dis- 
covered, that even his birth depended 
on causes wholly out of the reach of 
his own powers — that it was without 
his own consent he entered into the 
system in which he occupies a place — 
tnat, from the moment in which he is 
No, 11—6 



bom, until that in which he dies, he is 
continually impelled by causes which, 
in spite of himself, influence his frame, 
modify his existence, dispose of his '■ 
conduct. Would not the slightest re 
flection have sufficed to prove to him, 
that the fluids and the solids of which 
his body is composed, as well as that 
concealed mechanism, which he be- 
lieves to be independent of exterior 
causes, are, in fact, perpetually under 
the influence of these causes ; that 
without them hfe would find himself m 
a total incapacity to act ? Would he | 
not have seen, tnat his temperament.' 
his constitution, did in nowise depend) 
on himself— that his passions are the 
necessary consequence of this tempera- 
ment — that his will is influenced — his 
actions determined by these passions ; 
and consequently by opinions which he 
has not given to himself? His blood 
more or less heated or abundant, hia 
nerves more or less braced^ his fibres 
more or less relaxed, give him disposi- 
tions either transitory or durable, which 
are at every moment decisive of his 
ideas, of his desires, of his fears, of his 
motion, whether visible or concealed. 
And the state in which he finds him- 
self, does it not necessarily depend on 
the air which surrounds him diversely 
modified ; on the various properties of 
the aliments which nourish him; on 
the secret combinations that form them 
selves in his machine, which either pre 
serve its order, or throw it into confu- 
sion ? In short, had man fairly studied 
himself, every thing must have con- 
vinced him, that in every moment ot 
his duration, he was nothing more than 
a passive instrument in the hands of 
necessity. 

Thus it must appear, that where all 
the causes are linked one to the other, 
where the whole forms but one im- . 
mense chain, there cannot be any inde- j 
pendent, any isolated energy ; any de- 
tached power. It follows, then, that 
nature, always in action, marks out to 
man each point of the line he is bound 
to describe. It is nature that elaborates, 
that combines the elements of which 
he .must be composed. — It is nature 
that gives him his being, his tendency, 
his peculiar mode of action. — It is 
nature that develops him, expands him, 
strengthens him, and preserves him for 
a season^ during wVueVv \v^ \"& ^\\?.^^ V'i 
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fulfil the task imposed on him. — It is 
nature, that in bis journey through life, 
strews on the road those objects, those 
events, those adventures, that modify 
him in a variety of ways, and give him 
mipulses which are sometimes agree- 
able and beneficial, at others prejudicial 
and disagreeable. — It is nature, that in 
giving him feeling, has endowed him 
witn capacity to choose the means, and 
to take those methods that are most 
conducive to his conservation. — It is 
nature, who, when he has finished his 
career, conducts him to his destruction, 
and thus obliges him to undergo the 
constant, the universal law, from the 

, operation of which nothing is exempted. 
It is thus, also, motion brings man forth 
out of the womb, sustains him for a 
season, and at length destroys him, or 
obliges him to return into the bosom of 
nature, who speedily reproduces him, 
scattered under an infinity of forms, in 
which each of his particles will, in the 
same manner, ran over again the difier- 
ent stages, as necessarily as the whole 
had betbre run over those of his pre- 
ceding existence. 

The beings of the human species, as 
well as all other beings, are susceptible 
of two sorts of motion : the one, that of 
the mass, by which an entire body, or 
some of its parts, are visibly transferred 
from one place to another; the other, 
internal and concealed, of some oi 
which man is sensible, while some 
takes place without his knowledge, and 
IS not even to be guessed at but by 
the effect it outwardly produces. In a 
machine so extremely complex as man, 
formed by the combination of such a 
multiplicity of matter, so diversified in 
its properties, so different in its propor- 
tions, so varied in its modes of action, 
the motion necessarily becomes of the 
iQost complicated kind ; its dullness, as 
well as its rapidity, frequently escapes 
the observation oi those themselves in 
whom it takes place. 

Let us not, then, be surprised, if when 
man would account to himself for his 
existence, for his manner of acting, 
finding so many obstacles to encounter, 

• he mvented such strange hypotheses 
to explain the concealed spring of his 

I machine — if when this motion appeared 

■ to him to be different from that of other 
bodies, he conceived an idea that he 
moved and acted in a manner altogether 



distinct from the other oemgs m nature. \. 
He clearly perceived that his body, as 
well as different parts of it, did act; 
but, frequently, he was unable to dis- 
cover what brought them into action ^ 
he then conjectured he contained within! 
himself a mpving principle distinguish-] 
ed from his machine, which secretly; 
gave an impulse to the springs whichi'^ 
set this macnine in motion ; that move(]| 
him by its own natural energy ; and 
that consequently he acted according to 
laws totally distinct from those which 
regulated the motion of other beings. 
He was conscious of certain internal 
motion which he could not help feeling ; 
but how could he conceive that this 
invisible motion was so frequently com- 
petent to produce such striking effects ? 
How could he comprehend that a 
fugitive idea, an imperceptible act of 
thought, could firequently bring his 
whole bein^ into trouble and confu- 
sion ? He fell into the belief, that he 
perceived within himself a substance 
distinguished from that self, endowed 
with a secret force, in which he sup- 
posed existed qualities distinctly differ- 
ing from those of either the visible 
causes that acted on his organs, or 
those organs themselves. He did not 
sufficiently understand, that the primi- 
tive cause which makes a stone fall, or 
his arm move, are perhaps as difficult 
of comprehension, as arduous to be 
explained, as those internal impulses 
of which his thought or his will are 
the effects. Thus, for want of medi- 
tating nature — of considering her under 
her trae point of view — of remarking 
the conformity and noticing the simul- 
taneity of the motion of this fancied 
motive-power with that of his body 
and of his material organs — he con- 
jectured he was not only a distinct 
being, but that he was set apart, with 
different energies, from all the other 
beings in nature ; that he was of a more 
simple essence, having nothing in com- 
mon with any thing that he beheld.* 

* " We must," says an anonymous writer, 
"define life, before we can reason upon the 
soul: but this is what I esteem impossible, 
because there are things in nature so simple 
that imagination cani^ot divide them, nor re- 
duce them to any thmg more simple than 
themselves : such is life^ whiteness, and light, 
which we have not been able to define but by 
their effects." — See D/^ceilaneous Disserta- 
tionsy printed at AmsterdaTn, 1740, page 232.— 
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It IS from thence his notions of spv- 
ritualiiy, immateriality, immortality, 
. have successively sprung ; in short, all 
J those vague unmeaning words he has 
inventedhy degrees, in order to subtilize 
and designate the attributes of the un- 
known power which he believes he 
contains within himself, and which he 
conjectures to be the concealed prin- 
ciple of all his visible actions.* To 
crown the bold conjectures he ventured 
to make on this internal motive-power, 
he supposed that different from all other 
beings, even from the body that served 
to envelop it, it was not bound to un- 
dergo dissolution ; that such was its 
perfect simplicity, that it could not be 
decomposed, nor even change its form ; 
in short, that it was by its essence 
exempted from those revolutions to 
which he saw the body subjected, as 
well as all the compound beings with 
which nature is filled. 

Thus man became double ; he looked 
apon himself as a whol&, composed by 
the inconceivable assemblage of two 
• , distinct natures, which had no point of 
:iknalogv between themselves: he dis- 
tinguisned Xwo substances in himself; 
one evidently submitted to the influence 
of gross bemgs, composed of coarse 
inert matter: this he called body: — 
the other, which he supposed to be 
simple, and of a purer essence, was 
contemplated as acting from itself, and 
pYUkg motion to the body with which 
it found itself so miraculously united : 
this he called soul or spirit : the func- 
tions of the one he denominated physi- 
cal, corporeal, material; the functions 
of the other he styled spiritual, intel- 
lectual, Man, considered relatively to 
the first, was termed the physical man; 
viewed with relation to the last, he was 
designated the moral man. 

These distinctions, although adopted 
by the greater number of the philoso- 

Life is the assemblage of motion natural to an 
organized being, and motion can only be a 
propertv of matter. 

* Wnen man once imbibes an idea he can- 
not comprehend, he meditates upon it until he 
has given it a complete personification. Thus 
he saw, or fancied he saw, the igneous matter 
pervade every thing; he conjectured that it 
was the only principle of life and activity; and 
proceeding to imbody it, he gave it his own 
form, called it Jupiter, and ended by worship- 
oing this ima^e of his own creation as the 
power fix)m whom he derived every good he 
experienced, every evil he sustained. 



phers of the present day, are only 
founded on gratuitous su{^)ositions 
Man has always believed he remedied 
his ignorance of things by inventing \ 
words to which he could never attach 
any true sense or meaning. He ima- 
gined he understood matter, its proper- 
ties, its faculties, its resources, its dif- 
ferent combinations, because he had 
a superficial glimpse of some of its 
qualities : he has, however, in reality 
done nothing more than obscure the 
faint ideas he has been capacitated to 
form of this matter, by associating it 
with a substance much less intelligible 
than itself. It is thus speculative man, , 
in forming words, in multiplying beings, • 
has only plunged himself into greater • 
difficulties than those he endeavoured 
to avoid, and thereby placed obstacles , 
to the progress of his knowledge : when- 
ever he has been deficient of facts, he 
has had recourse to conjecture, which 
he quickly changed into fancied reali- 
ties. Thus, his imagination no longer 
guided by experience, was lost, without 
hope of return, in the labyrintli of an 
ideal and intellectual world, to which 
he had himself given birth ; it was next 
to impossible to withdraw him from this 
delusion, to place him in the right road 
of which nothing but experience can 
furnish him the clue. Nature points 
out, that in man himself, as well as in 
all those objects which act upon him, 
there is nothing more than matter en- 
dowed with various properties, diversely 
modified, and acting by reason of these 
properties: that man is an organized 
whole, composed of a variety of matter j 
that, like all the other productions of 
nature, he follows general and known 
laws, as well as those laws or modes 
of action which are peculiar to himself, 
and unknown. 

Thus, when it shall be inquired, 
what is man ? 

We say, he is a material being, 
organized after a peculiar manner ; 
conformed to a certain mode of think- 
ing, of feeling, capable of modification ■ 
in certain modes peculiar to himself, ' 
to his organization, to that particular 
combination of matter which is found 
assembled in him. 

If, again, it be asked, what origin we 
give to beings of the human species ? 

We reply, that, like all other beings 
man is a production of nature, wT 
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resembles theji in some respects, and 
finds himself submitted to the same 
laws; who differs from them in other 
respects, and follows particular laws 
determined by the diversity of his con- 
formation. 

If, then, it be demanded, whence came 
man ?* 

We answer, our experience on this 
head does not capacitate us to resolve 
the question ; but that it cannot interest 
us, as it suffices for us to know that man 
exists, and that he is so constituted as 
to be competent to the effects we wit- 
ness. 

But it will be urged, has man always 
existed? Has the human species ex- 
isted from all eternity, or is it only ah 
instantaneous production of nature ? 
Have there been always men like our- 
selves ? Will there ailways be such ? 
Have there been, in all times, males 
and females ? Was there a first man, 
from whom all others are descended ? 
Was the animal anterior to the egg, or 
did the egg precede the animal? Is 
this species without beginning? Will 
it also be without end? The species 
itself, is it indestructible, or does it pass 
away like its individuals? Has man 
always been what he now is, or has he, 
befor(B-he arrived at the state in which 
we see him, been obliged to pass under 
an infinity of successive developments ? 
Can man at last flatter himself with 
having arrived at a fixed being, or must 
the human species again change ? If 
man is the production of nature, it will 
perhaps be asked. Is this nature com- 
petent to the production of new beings, 
and to make the old species disappear ? 
Adopting this supposition, it may be 
inquired, why nature does not pro- 
duce under our eyes new beings, new 
species ? 

It would appear on reviewing these 
questions, to be perfectly indifferent, as 
to the stability of the argument we have 
used, which side was taken : for want 
of experience, hypothesis must settle 
a curiosity that always endeavours to 



* Theologians will, without hesitation, an- 
swer this question in the most dogmatic and 
positive manner. Not only they will tell you 
whence man came, but also now and who 
brought him into existence; and what he said 
and whit he did when he first walked the 
earth. However, true philosophy says — " I do 
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spring forward beyond the boundaries 
prescribed to our mind. This granted, 
the contemplator of nature will say, 
that he sees no contradiction in sup- 
posing the human species, such as it is ' 
at the present day, was either produced ; 
in the course of time, or from all eter- 
nity : he will not perceive any advan- 
tage that can arise from supposing that \ 
it has arrived by different stages, or 
successive developments, to that state 
in which it is actually found. Matter 
is eternal, and necessary, but its forms 
are evanescent and contingent. It may 
be asked of man, is he any thing more 
than matter combined, of which the 
form varies every instant ? 

Notwithstanding, some reflections 
seem to favour the supposition, and to 
render more probable the hypothesis that 
man is a production formed m the course 
of time ; who is peculiar to the globe 
he inhabits, and the result of the pecu- J, 
liar laws by which it is directed ; who/ ^ 
consequently, ftan only date his forma- 
tion as coeval with that of his planet. 
Existence is essential to the universe, 
or to the total assemblage of matter 
essentially varied that presents itself 
to our contemplation ; but the combina- / 
tions, the forms, are not essential. This 
granted, although the matter of which 
the earth is composed has always ex- 
isted, this earth may not always have 
had its present form and its actual 
properties-— perhaps, it may be a mass 
detached in the course of time from 
some other celestial body ; — perhaps, 
it is the result of the spots or encrusta- 
tions which astronomers discover in the 
sun's disk, which have had the faculty 
to diffuse themselves over our planetary 
system — perhaps, the sphere we inhabit 
may be an extinguished or a displaced 
comet, which heretofore occupied some 
other place in the regions of space, and 
which, consequently, was then compe- 
tent to produce beings very different 
from those we now benold spread over 
its surface, seeing that its then position, 
its nature, must have rendered its pro- 
ductions different from those which, at 
this day, it offers to our view. 

Whatever may be the supposition 
adopted, plants, animals, men, can^only 
be regarded as productions inherent in 
and natural to our globe, in the position 
or in the circumstances in which it is 
actually found : these productions would 
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susceptible in its present position; — 
that he was bom male and female ; — 
that his existence is co-ordinate with 
that of the globe, under its present 
position ; — that as long as this co-ordi- 
nation shall subsist, the human species 
will conserve himself, will propagate 
himself, according to the impulse and 
the primitive laws which he has origi- 
nally received — that, if this co-ordina- 
tion should happen to cease ; if the 
earth, displaced, should cease to receive 
the same impulse, the same influence, 
on the pait oi those causes which actu- 
aUy act upon it and give it energy ; 
that then, the human species would 
change to make place for new beings 
suitable to co-order themselves with 
the state that should succeed to that 
which we now see subsist. 

In thus supposing changes in the 
position of our globe, the primitive man 
did, perhaps, differ more from the actual 
man than tne quadruped differs from 
the insect. Thus, man, the same as 
every thing else that exists on our 
planet, as well as in all the others, 
inay be regarded as in a state of con- 
tinual vicissitude : thus, the last term 
or the existence of man, is, to us, as 
unknown, as indistinct, as the first : 
there is, therefore, no contradiction in 
the belief, that the species vary inces- 
santly ; and it is as impossible to know 
what he will become, as to know what 
he has been. 

With respect to those who may ask, 
why nature does not produce new 
beings ? we inquire of- them in turn, 
upon what foundation they suppose 
this fact? What is it that authorizes 
them to believe this sterility in nature? 
Know they, if, in the various combina- 
tions which she is every instant form- 
ing, nature be not occupied in i)roducinff 
new beings without the cognizance of 
these observers? Who has informed 
them that this nature is not actually 
assembling in her immense elaboratory 
the elements suitable to bring to light 
generations entirely new, that will have 
nothing in common with those of the 
species at present existing?* What 

* How do we know that the various beings 
and productions said to have been created at 
the same time with man, are not the posterior 
and spontaneous production of Nature 1 Four 
thousand years ago man became acquainted 
with the lion : — ^well ! what are four thousand 
jrean 7 Who can prove that the lion, seen for 



absurdity, then, or what want of just 
infereiice would there be to imagine, 
that man, the horse, the fish, the bird, 
will be no more ! Are these animals 
so indispensably requisite to nature, 
that without them she cannot continue 
her eternal course ? Does not all change 
around us? Do we not change our 
selves ? Is it not evident that the whole 
universe has not been, in its anterior 
eternal duration, rigorously the same 
that it now is ; Inat it is impossible, in 
its posterior eternal duration, it can be 
rigidly in the same state that it now is 
for a single instant ? How, then, pre- 
tend to divine the infinite succession of 
destruction, of reproduction, of combi- 
nation, of dissolution, of metamorphosis, 
of change, of transposition, which may 
eventually take place ? Suns encrust 
themselves, and are extinguished; pla- ^ 
nets perish and disperse themselves in 
the vast plains of air; other suns are 
kindled ; new planets form themselves, 
either to make revolutions round these 
suns, or to describe new routes ; and 
man, an infinitely small portion of the 
globe, which is itself but an impercep- 
tible point in the immensity of space, 
vainly believes it is for himself this 
universe is made ; foolishly imagines 
he ought to be the confidant of nature ; 
confidently flatters himself he is eternal, - 
and calls himself king op the universe ! ! 

O man ! wilt thou never conceive that \ 
thou art but an ephemeron? All changes J " 
in the universe : nature contains no one J 
constant form, yet thou pretendest that/ *^ 
thy species can never disappear; thatj 
thou shalt be exempted from the uni- 
versal law, that wills all shall expe- 
rience change! Alas! in thy actual 
being, art thou not submitted to con- 
tinual alterations ? Thou, who in thy 
folly arrogantly assumest to thyself the 
title of KING OF NATURE ! Thou, who 
measurest the earth and the heavens ! 
Thou, who in thy vanity imaginest that 1 
the whole was made because thou art 
intelligent! there requires but a very .v 
slight accident, a single atom to be dis- 
placed, to make thee perish ; to degrade ' 
thee ; to ravish from thee this intelli- 
gence of which thou appearest so proud. 

the first time bv man four thousand years ago, 
had not then been in existence thousands of 
years? or again, that this lion was not pro 
duced thousands of years after the proud biped 
who arrogantly callfl himself king qfthe uni- 
verse ^ 
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If all the preceding conjectures be 
refused ; if it be pretended that nature 
acts by a certain quantum of immuta- 
ble and general laws ; if it be believed 
that men, quadrupeds, fish, insects, 
plants, are from all eternity, and will 
remain eternally what they now are : 
if it be contended, that from all eterni- 
ty the stars have shone in the immense 
regions of space ; if it be insisted that 
we must no more demand why man is 
such as be appears than ask why na- 
ture is such as we behold her, or why 
the world exists ; we shall no longer 
oppose such arguments. Whatever may 
be the system adopted, it will perhaps 
reply equally weli to the dimculties 
with which our opponents endeavour 
to embarrass the way : examined close- 
ly, it will be perceived they make 
nothing against those truths which we 
have gathered from experience. It is 
not given to man to know every thing : 
it is not given him to know his origin : 
it is not given him to penetrate into the 
essence of things, nor to recur to first 
principles ; but it is given him to have 
. reason, to have honesty, to ingenuous- 
j ly allow he is ignorant of that which 
i he cannot know, and not to substitute 
unintelligible words and absurd sup- 
positions for nis uncertainty. Thus 
we say to those who, to solve difficul- 
ties, pretend that the human species 
descended from a first man and a first 
woman, created by a Grod, that we have 
some ideas of nature, but that we have 
none of the Divinity nor of creation, and 
that to use these words, is only in other 
terms to acknowledge our ignorance of 
the powers of nature, and our inability 
to fathom the means by which she has 
been capacitated to produce the phe- 
nomena we behold.* 

Let us then conclude^ that man has 
no reason to believe himself a privi- 
leged being in nature, for he is subject 
-ta the same vicissitudes as all her other 
]irodactions. His pretended preroga- 
tives have their foundation in errour. 
Let him but elevate himself, by his 
thoughts, above the globe he inhabits, 
and ne will look upon his own species 

* Ut Tragid poets coniugiunt ad Deum 
aliqoem, cum aliter e^Iicare argument! exi- 
tum non possunt. Cicero^ de Divinatione 
Lib. 2. fie again says, magna stulititia est 
earum rerum Deos facere effectores, causas 
renun non queerere. — lb. 



with the sanie eyes he does all the 
other beings in nature. He will then 
clearly perceive that in the same man- 
ner each tree produces its fruit in con- 
sequence of its species, so each man 
acts by reason of his particular eners)*, 
and produces fruit, actions, works, 
equally necessary: he will feel, that 
the illusion whicn gives him such an 
exalted opinion of himself, arises I'lom 
his being, at one and the same time a 
spectator and a part of the universe. 
He will acknowledge, that the ide:i of 
excellence which he attaches to his 
being, has no other foundation than his 
own peculiar interest, and the predilec- 
tion he has in favour of himself, t 



CHAPTER VIL 

Oftht Soul, and of the Spiriiital St/»tem, 

Man, after having gratuitously sup- 
posed himself composed of two distinct 
independent substances, having no 
common properties relatively with each 
other, has pretended, as we have seen, 
that that which actuated him interiorly, 
that motion which is invisible, that im- ' 
pulse which is placed within himself, 
IS essentially different from those which 
act exteriorly. The first he designa- 
ted, as we have already said, by the 
name of a spirit, or a soul. If, how- 
ever, it be a seed, what is a spirit ? the 
modems will reply, that the whole fruit 
of their metaphysical researches is li- 
mited to learning that this motive- 
power, which they state to be the 
spring of man's action, is a substance 
of an unknown nature, so simple, so 
indivisible, so deprived of extent, so 
invisible, so impossible to be discover- 
ed by the senses, that its parts cannot 
be separated, even by abstraction or 
thought. But how can we <!onceive 
such a substance, which is onlv the 
negation of every thing of which we 
have a knowledge ? How form to our- 
selves an idea of a substance void of 
extent, yet acting on our senses ; that 
is to say, on material organs which 



t In Nature nothing is mean or contempU- 
ble, and it is only pride, originating m a false 
idea of our superionty, which causes oui con 
tempt for some of her productions. In the 
eyos of Nature, however, the oyster that vege 
tat(>s at the bottom of the sea is as dear and 
I'-rf. ct as the proud biped who devours it. 
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nave extent ? How can a being with- 
out extent be moveable and put matter 
m action ? How can a substance, de- 
void of parts, correspond successively 
with different parts of space ? 

At any rate all men are agreed in 
this position, that motion is the suc- 
cessive change of the relations of one 
body with other bodies, or with the dif- 
ferent parts of space. If that, which is 
called spirit, be susceptible of com- 
muhicatmg or receiving motion; if it 
acts — if it gives play to the organs or 
body — to produce these effects it neces- 
sarily follows, that this being changes 
successively its relation, its tendency, 
its correspondence, the position of its 
pa?ls, either relatively to the different 
points of space, or to the different 
organs of the body which it puts in ac- 
tion; but to change its relation with 
space and with the organs to which it 
gives impulse, this spirit must have 
extent, solidity, consequently distinct 
parts : whenever a substance possesses 
; these qualities, it is what we call mat- 
' ter, and can no longer be regarded as 
a simple pure being in the sense at- 
tached to it by the moderns.* 

* A very cogent question presents itself on 
this occasion : if this distinct substance, said 
to form one of the component parts of man, 
be really what it is reported, and if it be not, 
it is not what it is described; if it be unknown, 
if It be not pervious to the senses ; if it be in- 
visible, by what means did the metaphysi- 
cians themselves become acquainted with itl 
' How did they form ideas of a substance, that, 
taking their own account of it, is not, under 
any of its circumstances, either directly or by 
analogy cognizable to the mind of man 7 If 
thev could positively achieve this, there would 
no longer oe any mystery in nature : it would 
oe as easy to conceive the time when all was 
nothing, when all shall have passed away, to 
account for the production oi every thing we 
behold, as to dig in a garden, or read a lecture. 
Doubt would vanish from the hunian species ; 
there could no longer be any difference of 
opinion, since all must necessarily be of one 
mind on a subject so accessible to every in- 
quirer. 

But jt will be replied, the materialist him- 
self admits, the natural philosophers of all 
a^es have admitted, elements, atoms, beings 
ample and indi^^sible, of which bodies are 
composed : — granted ; they have no more : 
they havH also admitted tnat many of these 
atoms, many of these elements, if not all, are 
unknown to them : nevertheless, these simple 
beings, these atoms of the materialist, are not 
the same thin^ with the spirit, or the soul of 
•Jie metaphysician. When the natural philo- 
sopher talks of atoms; when he describes 



Thus it will be seen that those who 
have supposed in man an immaterial 
substance, distinguished from his body, 
have not thor ughly understood them- 
selves ; indeed they have done nothing 
more than imagined a negative quality 
of which they cannot have any correct 
idea : matter alone is capable of acting 
on our senses, and without this action 
nothing would be capable of making it- 
self known to us. They have not seen j 
that a being without extent, is neither' 
in a capacity to move itself, nor has 
the capability of communicating motion 
to the body, since such a being, having , 
no parts, tas not the faculty of chang- ; 
ing its relation, or its distance, relative- • 
iy to other bodies, nor of exciting mo- 
tion in the human body, which is it- 
self material. That which is called 
our soul, moves itself with us; now 
motion is a property of matter — this 
soul gives impulse to the arm ; the arm, 
moved by it, makes an impression, a 
blow, that follows the general law of 
motion : in this case, the force remain- 
ing the same, if the mass was twofold, 
the blow would be double. This soul 
again evinces its materiality in the in- 
vincible obstacles it encounters on the 

them as simple beings, he indicates nothmg 
more than that they are homogeneous, pure, 
without mixture : but then he allows that they 
have extent consequently parts are separable 
by thought, althoiigh no other natural agent 
with which he is acquainted is capable of di- '^ 
viding them- -that the simple beings of this 
genus are susceptible of motion, can impart 
action, receive impulse, are material, are 
placed in nature, are indestructible ; that con- 
sequently, if he cannot know them from them- 
selves, he can form some idea of them by 
analogy ; thus he has done that intelligibly 
which the metaphysician would do unintelligi- 
bly: the latter, with a view .o render man im- 
mortal, finding difficulties to his wish, from 
seeinff that the body decayed — that it sub- 
mitted to the great, the universal law — has, 
to solve the difficulty, to remove the impedi- 
ment, given him a soul, distinct from the body, 
which he says is exe^npted from the action of 
the general law : ^to account for this, he has 
called it a spiritual beings whose properties 
are the negation of all known properties, con- 
sequently inconceivable: had he, however, 
had recourse to the atoms of the former; had 
he made this substance the last possible term 
of the dixision of matter, it would at least have 
been intelligible; it would also have been im- 
mortal, since, according to the reasonings of 
all men, whether metaphysicians, theologians, 
or natural philosophers, an atom is an inde- 
structible element, that must exist to all eter 
nitv- 
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part of the body. If the arm be moved 
by its impulse when nothing opposes 
It, yet this arm can no longer move 
^hen it is charged with a weight be- 
yond its strength. Here then is a 
*nass of matter that annihilates the im- 
pulse given by a spiritual cause, which 
spiritual cause having no analogy with 
matter, ought not to &id more difficulty 
in moving the whole world than in 
moving a single atom, nor an atom 
than the universe. From this it is fair 
to conclude that such a substance is a 
chimera ; a being of the imagination : 
nevertheless such is the being the me- 
taphysicians have made the contriver 
and the author of nature ! !* 

As soon as I feel an impulse or ex- 
perience motion, I am under the ne- 
cessity to acknowledge extent, solidity, 
density, impenetrability in the sub- 
stance I see move, or from which I re- 
ceive impulse : thus, when action is 
attributed to any cause whatever, I am 
obliged to consider it material. I may 
be ignorant of its individual nature, of 
its mode of action, of its generic pro- 
perties; but I cannot deceive myself 
m general properties which are com- 
mon to all matter : besides this ignor- 
ance will only be increased, when I 
shall take that for wanted oi a being 
of which I am precluded from forming 

* As man, in all his speculations, takes 
himself for the model, he no sooner imagined 
a spirit within himselfj than giving it extent, 
he made it universal, then ascribed to it all 
those causes with which his ignorance pre- 
vents him from becoming acquainted: tnus 
he identified himself with the supposed author 
0/ nature; then availed himself of the suppo- 
sition to explain the conneiuon of the soul 
with the body. His self-complacency pre- 
vented his perceiving that he was only en- 
larging the circle of his errours, by pretending 
to understand that which it is more than pro- 
bable he will never know : his self-love pre- 
vented him from feeling, that, whenever he 
Eonished another for not thinking as he did, 
e committed the greatest injustice, unless he 
was satisfactorily able to prove that other 
wrong — himself right : that if he himself was 
obhg^ to have recourse to hjrpotheais, to gra- 
tuitous suppositions, whereon to found his 
doctrine, that from the very fallibility of his 
nature these might be erroneous : thus Gali- 
leo was persecuted, because the metaphysi- 
cians and the theologians of his day chose to 
make others beheve what it was evident they 
did not themselves understand. As to our 
modem metaphysicians, they may dream of 
a wfiiveraal spirit after the manner of the hu- 
man soul — 01 an irifinUe intelligence after the 
No. II.— 7 



any idea, which moreover deprives u 
completely of the faculty of moving 
and acting. Thus^ a spiritual sub- 
stance, that moves itself, that gives an . 
impulse to matter^ that acts, implies a , 
contradiction, which necessarily infers 
a total impossibility. 

The partizans or spirituality believe 
they answer the difficulties they have 
themselves accumulated, by saying, 
" IVie soul is entire, is ichble under 
each point of its extent." If an ab- 
surd answer will solve difficulties, they 
have done it ; for after all it will be 
found, that this pomt, which is called 
soul, however insensible, however min- 
ute, must yet remain something.^ But 
if as much solidity had appeared in the 
answer as there is a want of it, it must 
be acknowledged, that in whatever 
manner the spirit or the soul finds it- 
self in its extent, when the body moves 
forward, the soul does not remain be 
hind 'y if so, it has a quality in common 
with the body peculiar to matter, since 
it is transferred from place to place 
jointly with the body. Thus, if even 
the soul should be immaterial, what 
conclusion must be drawn ? Entireh 
submitted to the motion of the body 
without this body it would remain dead 
and inert. This soul would only be 
part of a twofold machine, necessarily 

manner of a finite intelligence; but in so do- 
ing they do not perceive that this spirit or in- 
teUigencc, whether they suppose it finite or in- 
finite, will not be more convenient or fit to 
move matter. 

t According to this answer an infinity of 
unextended substance, or the same uncxtcnd- 
ed substance repeated an infinity of times, 
would constitute a substance that has extent, 
which is absurd ; for, according to this prin- 
ciple, the human soul would then be as in- 
finite as God, since it is assumed that God is 
a being without extent, who is an infinity of 
times whole in each part of the universe — 
and the same is stated of the human soul ; 
from whence we must necessarily conclude 
that God and the soul of man are equally in- 
finite, unless we suppose unextended sub- 
stances of diff'erent extents, or a God without 
extent more extended than the human soul. 
Such are, however, the rhapsodies which some 
of our theological metaphysicians would have 
thinking beings believe I With a view of 
making the numan soul immortal, these 
theologians have spiritualized it, and thus 
rendered it an unintelligible being ; had they 
said that the soul was the minutest division 
of matter, it would then have been intelligi- 
ble — and immortal too, since it would hav« 
b^n an atoTn, an indissoluble element 
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\ impelled forward by a concatenation or 
\ connexion with the whole. It would 
resemble a bird, which a child con- 
ducts at its pleasure by the string with 
which it is bound. 

Thus, it is for want of consulting 
experience, and by not attending to 
reason, that man has obscured his ideas 
upon the concealed principle of his 
motion. If, disentangled from preju- 
dice, he would contemplate his soul, or 
the moving principle that acts within 
him, he would be convinced that it 
forms part of his body ; that it cannot 
be distinguished from it but by abstrac- 
tion ; and that it is only the body itself 
considered relatively with some of its 
functions, or with those faculties of 
which its nature and its peculiar or- 
ganization renders it susceptible. He 
will also perceive that this soul is obli- 
< sed to undergo the same changes as the 
body ; that it is born and expands itself 
with it ; that, like the body, it passes 
through a state of infancy, a period of 
weakness, a season of mexperience ; 
that it enlarges and strengthens itself 
in the same progression ; that, like the 
body, it arrives at an adult age, reaches 
maturity ; that it is then it obtains the 
faculty of fulfilling certain functions, 
enjoys reason, and displays more or 
less wit, judgment, and manly activity ; 
that like the body, it is subject to those 
vicissitudes which exterior causes 
oblige it to undergo by their influence ; 
that, conjointly with the body, it suffers, 
enjoys, partakes of its pleasures, shares 
its pains, is sound when the body is 
healthy, diseased when the body is op- 
pressed with sickness; that, like the 
Dody, it is continually modified by the 
different degrees of density in the at- 
mosphere ; by the variety of the sea- 
sons ; by the various properties of the 
aliments received into the stomach : in 
short, he would be obliged to acknowl- 
edge that at some periods, it manifests 
visible signs of torpor, decrepitude, and 
death. 

In despite of this analogy, or rather 
this continual identity of the soul with 
he body, man has been desirous of 
distinguishing their essence: he has 
therefore made the soul an inconceiva- 
ble being; but in order that he might 
form to himself some idea of it, he 
was after all obliged to have re- 
course to material beings and to their 



manner of acting. In fact, the word 
spirit presents to the mind no other 
ideas than those of breathing, of respi-* 
ration, of wind. Thus, when it is said, 
the soul is a spirit, it really means 
nothing more than that itsjnode of ac- 
tion is like that of breathing, which, 
though invisible in itself, or acting 
without being seen, produces, never- 
theless, very visible effects. But 
breath is a material cause — it is air \ 
modified; it is not therefore a simple, 
a pure substance, such as the modeVns 
desis^nate under the name of spirit* 

Although the word spirit is so very 
ancient among men, the sense attach- 
ed to it by the moderns is quite new ; 
and the idea of spirituality, as admitted 
at this day, is a recent production of 
the imagination. Neither Pythagoras, 
nor Plato, however heated their brain, 
and however decided their taste for the 
marvellous, appear to have understood 
by spirit an immaterial substance, or 
one without extent, such as that of 
which the moderns have formed the 
human soul, and the concealed author 
of motion. The ancients, by the word 
spirit^ were desirous to define matter 
of an extreme subtilty, and of a purer 
quality than that which acted grossly 
on our senses. In consequence, some 
have regarded the soul as an ethereal 
substance ; others as igneous matter : 
others again ha\re compared it to Yighl, 
Democritus made it consist in motion, 
consequently gave it a mode of exist- 
ence. Aristoxenes, who was himself 
a musician, made it harmony. Aris- 
totle regarded the soul as the moving 
faculty ' pon which depended the mo- 
tion of living bodies. 

The earliest doctors of Christianity 
had no other idea of the soul than that 
it was material.f Tertullian, Arnobius, 

! * The Hebrew word Ruach, signifies breath, 
i respiration. The Greek word Tlvtu/un, means 
: the same thing, and is derived from Trviva, 
spiro. Lactantius states that the Latin word 
anima comes from the Greek word ave/xoe 
which signifies wind. Some metaphysicians 
fearftil of seeing too far into human nature, 
have compounded man of three substances, 
body, soul, and intellect — Zoafxx, -yo^nt N*?- — 
See Marc. Antonin., Lib. iii. § 16. 

t According to Origen, 3t<ra)yM*To?, incor- 
poreus, an epithet given to God, signifies a 
substance more subtile than that of gross 
bodies. Tertullian says, Quis autem negabit 
deum esse corpus, etsi dens spiritus? The 
same Tertullian savs. Nos autem animam 
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Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Saint 
Justin, Irenseus, have nevei spoken of 
it other than as a corporeal substance. 
It was reserved for their successors, at 
a great distance of time, to make the 
human soul, and the soul of the world. 
pure spirits ; that is to say, immaterial 
substances, of which it is impossible 
to form any accurate idea : by de^ees 
' this incomprehensible doctrine of spi- 
I rituality, conformable without doubt to 
; the views of theologians who make it 
: a principle to annihilate reason, pre- 
vailed over the others :* this doctrine 
was believed divine and supernatural, 
because it was inconcei arable to man. 
Those who dared believe that the soul 
was material^ were held as rash, in- 
considerate madmen, or else treated as 
enemies to the welfare and happiness 
of the human race. When man had 
once renounced ejroerience and abjured 
hi? reason, he did nothing more, day 
after day, than subtilize the ravings of 
his imagination : he pleased himself by 
continually sinking deeper into the most 
unfathomable depths of errour ; and he 
felicitated himself on his discoveries, on 
his pretended knowledge, in an exact 
ratio as his understanding became en- 
veloped with the clouds of ignorance. 
Thus, in consequence of man's reason- 
ing upon false principles, the soul, or 
moving principle within him, as well 
as the concealed moving principle of 
Nature, have been made mere chime- 
ras, mere beings of the imagination.! 

corporalem et hie profitemur, et in suo volu- 
niine probamus, habentem proprium genus 
substantise, soliditatis, per quam quid et sentire 
et pari possit. V. De Resurrectione Camis. 

* The system of spiritualitv, such as it is 
admitted at this day, owes all its pretended 
proofs to Descartes. Although before him 
the soul had been considered spiritual, he was 
the first who estabhshed that "that which 
thinks ought to be distinguishedjrom matter ;" 
from whence he concludes that the soul, or 
that which thinks in man, is a spirit — that is 
to say, a simple and indivisible substance. 
Would it not have been more consistent with 
loffic and reason to have said that, 8inr<4 man, 
"'ho is matter and who has no idet /it of 
ii>dtter, elijoys the faculty of thought, jnatter ' 
ca.1 think — that is, it is susceptible of that , 
partiailar modification called thougfU. — See 
Bayle's Dictionary, Art Pomponatius and , 
Simonides, \ 

t Although there is so little reason and , 
philosophy in the system of spuituality, yet I 
we must confess that it requirea deep cunnmg ' 
on the part of the selfish theologians who | 
invented it. To render man susceptible of 



Therefore the doctrine of spirituality 
offers nothing but vague ideas — or ra- 
ther is the absence of all ideas. What 
does it present to the mind, but a sub- 
stance which possesses nothing of 
which our senses enable us to have a 
knowledge ? Can it be truth, that man 
is able to figure to himself a being not 
material, having neither extent nor 
parts, which, nevertheless, acts upon 
matter without having any point of 
contact, any kind of analogy with it, 
and which itself receives the impulse 
of matter by means of material organs, 
which announce to it the presence of 
other beings? Is it possible to con- 
ceive the union of the soul with the 
body, and to comprehend how this 
material body can bind, enclose, con- 
strain, determine a fugitive being which 
escapes all our senses? Is it honest 
to solve these difi&culties by saying 
there is a mystery in them ; that they 
are the effects of an omnipotent power 
more inconceivable than the human 
soul and its mode of acting? When, to 
resolve these problems, man is obliged 
to have recourse to miracles, and to 
make the Divinity interfere, does he 
not avow his own ignorance ? 

Let us not, then, be surprised at those 
subtle hypotheses, as ingenious as they 
are unsatisfactory, to which theological 
prejudice has obliged the most profound 
modern speculators to recur, when they 
have undertaken to reconcile the spi- 
rituality of the soul with the physical 
action of material beings on this incor- 
poreal substance, its reaction upon these 
beings, and its union with the body. 
When the human mind permits itself 
to be guided by authority without proof- 
to be led forward by enthusiasm — when 
it renounces the evidence of its senses ; 
what can it do more than sink into 
errour ?J 

rewards and punishments after death, it was 
necessary to exempt some portion of him from 
corruption and dissolution — a doctrine ex- 
tremely useful to priests, whose ereat aim is 
to intimidate, govern, and plunder the igno- 
rant — a doctrine which enables them even to 
perplex many enlighttned persons, who are 
equally incapable of comprehending the "sub- 
lime truths^^ about the soul and the Divinity 1 
These honest priests tell us, that this imma- 
terial soul shall be burnt, or, in other words, 
shall experience in hell the action of the 
material element of fire, and we believe them 
upon their word ! ! I 

t Those who wish to form an idea of the 
shackles imposed by theology on the geniup 
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If man wishes to form to himself 
clear ideas of his soul, let him throw 
himself back on his experience ; lethun 
renounce his prejudices ; let him avoid 
theological conjecture ; let him tear the 
sacred bandage with which he has been 
blindfolded only to confound his reason. 
Let the natural philosopher, let the 
anatomist, let the physician, unite their 
experience and compare their observa- 
tions, in order to show what ought to 
be thought of a substance so disguised 
under a heap of absurdities: let their 
discoveries teach moralists the true 
motive-power that ought to influence 
the actions of man — legislators, the true 
motives that should excite him to labour 
to the welfare of society — sovereigns, 
the means of rendering truly happy 
the subjects committed to their charge. 
! Physical souls have physical wants, 
• and demand physical and real happi- 
ness, far preferable to that variety of 
fanciful chimeras with which the mind 
of man has been fed during so many 
ages. Let us labour to perfect the 
morality of man ; let us make it agree- 
able to him; and we shall presently 
see his morals become better, himself 
become happier ; his mind become calm 
and serene ; his will determined to vir- 
tue by the natural and palpable motives 
held out to him. By the diligence and 
care which legislators shall bestow on 
natural philosophy, they will form citi- 
' zens of sound understanding, robust 
and well constituted, who, finding them- 
selves happy, will be themselves acces- 
sary to that useful impulse so necessary 
to general happiness. When the body 
is suffering, when nations are unhappy, 
the mind cannot be in i. proper state. 
Mens Sana in corpore sano^ a sound 
mind in a sound body, this always 
makes a good citizen. 

The more man reflects, the more he 
will be convinced that the soul, very 
far from being distinguished from the 
bodyp is only the body itself considered 
relatively to some of its functions, or to 
some of the modes of existing or acting 
of which it is susceptible whilst it en- 

of philosophers bom under the " Christian 
dispensation," let them read the metaphysical 
romances of Leibnitz, Descartes, Malebranche, 
Cudworth, etc. and coolly examine the inge- 
nious but rhapsodical systems entitled the 
JPre-establishea harmony qfoccasional causes ; 
Physical pre-motioTif etc 



joys life. Thus, the soul is man con 
sidered relatively to the faculty he has 
of feeling, of thinking, and of acting in 
a mode resulting from his peculiar 
nature; that is to say, from his pro- 
perties, from his particular organiza- 
tion ; from the modifications, whether 
durable or transitory, which tne beings 
who act upon him cause his machine 
to undergo.* 

Those who have distinguished the; 
soul from the body, appear only to have; 
distinguished their brain from them- 
selves. Indeed, the brain is the com- 
mon centre where all the nerves, dis- 
tributed through every part of the body, 
meet and blend themselves : it is by 
the aid of this interior organ that all 
those operations are performed which 
are attributed to the soul : it is the im- 
pulse, the motion, communicated to the 
nerve, which modifies the brain: in 
consequence, it reacts, and gives play 
to the bodily organs, or rather it acts 
upon itself, and becomes capable of 
producing within itself a great variety 
o^ motion, which has been designated 
intellectual faculties. 

From this it may be seen, that some 
philosophers have been desirous to . 
make a spiritual substance of the brain ; • 
but it is evidently ignorance that has 
both given birth to, and accredited this 
system, which embraces so little of the 
natural. It is from not having studied 
himself that man has supposed he was 
compounded with an agent essentially 
different from his body : in examining 
this body he will find that it is quite 
useless to recur to hypothesis to explain 
the various phenomena it presents ; for 

* When a theologian, obstinately bent on 
admitting into man two substances essentially 
different, is asked why he multiplies beings 
without- necessity 7 he will reply, " Because 
thought cannot be a property of moMer." 
If, then, it be inquired of him, " Cannot God 
give to matter the faculty of thought?'* he will 
answer, "No! seeing that God cannot do im- 
possible things r But this is atheism, for, 
according to tuo principles, it is as impossible 
tha* ?p'nt or thought can produce matter, as 
it is m possible that matter can produce spiHs 
or thouffht : it must, therefore, be concluded 
against nim, that the world was not made by 
a spirit, any more than a spirit was made by 
the world ; that the world is eternal, and if an 
eternal spirit exists, then we have two eternal 
beings, which is absurd. Ifi therefore, there 
is only one eternal substance, it is the world, 
whose existence cannot be doubted or de 
nied. 
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Ajpothesis can do nothing more than ought to attribute to «y>//'/7i(irni vita tion, 

lead him out of the right road. What electricity, magnetism, ilr*., 6ic* 

obscures this question, arises from this, 

that man cannot see nimself : indeed, 

for this purpose it would be requisite 

that he could be at one and the same CHAPTER VIII. 

moment both within and without him- Ofthe JnUlUctual FacuUUs; t/uy are ail di. 

self. Man may be compared to an Hvedfrom the Faculty of FuHnu. 

Eolian haxp, Aat issues sounds of it ^o convince ourselves that tho Cacul- 

self, and should demand what It IS tha tj^, called intelleciual. an- onlv eer- 

causes xt 'o give them forth 1 it does not ,^ ^^ ^^ existence; or determinate 

perceive that the sensitive qualm of ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^j^ ^.^j^,, ^^^„„ ^ 

ite chords causes the air to brace them; .^^ ,j^^ organization of the body, 

that beine so braced it is rendered ^^ \^^^^ ^„, «»,„ ^„.,, j^^„,. ^;^ 

sonorotis T)y every gust of wmd with ^^^j ,^g„ ^^> jj^^^ 3„ \^^^ operations 

whidi It comes m contact. ^^j^^ ^^^ attributed to the soul, are 

The more experience we collect, he ^^^^^. ^^^^ j,^^^ ^„,^i„ modifications 

more we shall be convmced that the „f.i,„?„j., „f,..i,:_k„ „..u.,. u„.:. 



.... of the body, of which a substance that is 

word «ptri< conveys no one sense even ^^jj^^^j ^^ „^^j ^^^ ^^ , ^^ 

to those that mvented it; consequently, j^ jn^^aterial, Is not susceptible, 

cannot be of the leas use either m phy- ^he . first /acuity we behold in the 

aics or morals. What modern metaphy- jj^j ^^^j }.^o,^ ,^,^1^^ ^,,1 y^-^ 

siciiuis believe and understand by the others flow, is /<?e/.«^; however inex- 

word IS m truth nothing more than an ,5^^,^,^ this faculty inav appear on a 

ocadt power, imtjgmed to «plain oc- ^,3, ^. ;,. -^ ^^ Examined closely, it 

cult qualities and actions, but which, ^jjj ^^ fj^^j ^^ j,e a consequence of 

m fact, exp ains nothmg. Savage na- ^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^1, ^,. „^g properties 

tions admit of spirits to account to „f organized beings; the same .s 

themselves for those effects which to ^^,1 magnetism, elasticity, elec- 

them appear marvellous, and the cause f„V:t7yf &c. result frmn the essence or 

of which they _lgnore. In _attributing n^n.^f of some others : am 



to spirits the phenomena of nature, as ^j^o fi„d that these last 'phenomena are 
ell as those of the human body,_ do „„, ,^„ inpvnlira>.lp ih/n ihat nf f, 



weu as uiosc oi me uuuiau uuuy, uu „ot less inexplicable than that of feel- 

we, m fact, do any thing more than ■ Nevertheless, if we wish to de- 

KMon like savages? Man has filled g^' ^^ ourselves a' precise idea of it, 

nature with spirits, because he has ^^ ^hall find that feeling is a particu- 

sJmost always been ignorant of the lar manner of being moved peculiar to 

teue causes of those effects by which ^^^j^j„ organs of animated todies, oc- 

he was astonished. Not being ac- easioned by the presence of a material 

quamted with the powers of natiu-e he ^^ject that acts upon these organs, 

has supposed her to be animated by a J^ ^hich transmits the impuke or 

great apirit.- not understanding the ghock to the brain. 

energy of the human frame, he has, m 

like manner, conjectured it to be ani- ♦ ii is evident that the notion of spirits^ 

mated by a spirit : from this it would imagined by savages and adopted by tne ig- 

appear, that whenever he wished to in- norant, is calculated to retard the progress of 

dicate the unknown cause of the phe- knowledge, since it predudes our researches 

, T_ . , ^ *i . into the true cause of the eiiects which we 

nomena he knew not how to explain ^y keeping the human mind in apathy 
in a natui^l manner, he l^d recourse and sloth. This state of ignorance may be 
to the word spirit. It was' according very useful to crafty theologians, but very in- 
to these principles, that when the jurious to society. This is the reason, how- 
Americans first Ueld the terrible ef- l^^^± ',",^J ^ rfi^X'-Taturd 
fects of gunpowder, they ascribed the explanations of the phenomena of nature- as 
cause to their Spirits or Divinities : it witness Anaxagoras, Aristode, Galileo, Des- 
is by adopting these principles that we cartes — and, more recently, Richard Carlilr, 
now believe in Angels and Demons, WilliamLawrence, Robert Taylor, and Abnor 
««j ♦k«* ^«» «»A<JIf/^»« iv^^K/^TTA/i ;n o Kneeland; to which we may add the name 
and that our ancestors beheved ma of the leaded and venerable Thomas Cooper 
plurality of Gods, m ghosts, m genu, m.^.^ lately president of Columbia Col'ege, 
&c., and pursuing the same track, we Sooth Carolina. 
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' Man only feels by the aid of nerves 
dispersed through his body, which is 
itself, to speak correctly, nothing more 
than a great nerve ; or may be said to 
resemble a large tree, oi which the 
branches experience the action of the 
root communicated through the trunk. 
In man the neiires unite and loose 
themselves in the brain ; that intestine 
is the true seat of feeling: like the 
spider suspended in the centre of his 
web, it is quickly warned of all the 
changes that happen to the body, even 
at the extremities to which it sends its 
filaments and branches. Experience 
enables us to ascertain that man ceases 
to feel in those parts of his body of 
which the communication with the 
brain is intercepted ; he feels very little, 
or not git all, whenever this organ is 
itself deranged or affected in too lively 
a manner.* 

However this may be, the sensibility 
of the brain, and of all its parts, is a 
fact. If it be asked, whence comes this 
property? We shall reply, it is the 
result of an arrangement, of a combina- 
tion, peculiar to the animal ; insomuch, 
that coarse and insensible matter ceases 
to be so by animalizing itself, that is to 
sajr. by combining and identifying itself 
witn the animal. It is thus that milk, 
bread, wine, change themselves in the 
substance of man, who is a sensible 
being : this insensible matter becomes 
sensible in combining itself with a 
sensible whole. Some philosophers 

* A proof of this is afforded in the Trans- 
actions of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris : they inform us of a man, who had his 
scull taken off, in the room of which his brain 
was re-covered with skin ; and in proportion as 
a pressure was made bvthe hand on his brain, 
the man fell into a kind of insensibility which 
deprived him of all feeling. Bartolin says, 
the brain of a man is twice as big as that of 
an ox. This observation had been already 
made by Aristotle. In the dead body of an 
idiot dissected by Willis, the brain was found 
smaller than ominary : he says, the greatest 
difference he found between the parts of the 
body of this idiot, and those of wiser men, 
was, that the plexus of the intercostal nerves, 
which is the mediator between the brain and 
the heart, was extremely small, accompanied 
by a less number of nerves than usual. Ac- 
cording to Willis, the ape is of all animals 
that which has the largest brain, relativelv to 
nis size : he is also, after man, that which lias 
the most intelligence ; and this is further con- 
firmed by the name he bears in the soil to 
which he is indigenous, which is orang out- 
an/g} or the man beast There is^ therefore, 



think that sensibility is a universal 
quality of matter : in this case it would 
be useless to seek from whence this 
property is derived, as we know it by 
Its effects. If this hypothes's be ad- 
mitted, in like manner as two kinds of 
motion are distinguished in nature, the 
one called live force, the other rfeoii, or 
inert force, two sorts of sensibility will 
be distinguished — the one active or live, 
the other inert or dead. Then to ani- 
malize a substance, is only to destroy 
the obstacles that prevent its being 
active or sensible. In fact, sensibility 
is either a quality which communicates 
itself like motion, and which is acquired 
by combination ; or this sensibility is a 
property inherent in all matter : in both, 
or either case, an unextended being, 
without parts, such as the human soul 
is said to be, can neither be the cause 
of it, nor submitted to its operation.! 

The conformation, the arrangement, 
the texture, the delicacy of the organs, 
as well exterior as interior, which com- 
pose men and animals, render their 
parts extremely mobile, and make their 
machine susceptible of being moved 
with great facility. In a body, which 
is only a heap of fibres, a mass of^nerves, 
contiguous one to the other, and united 
in a common centre, always ready to 
act ; in a whole, composed of fluids and 
of solids, of which the parts are in equi- 
librium ; of which the smallest touch 
each other, are active, rapid in their 
motion, communicating reciprocally, 

every reason to believe that it is entu*ely m 
the brain that consists the difference that is 
found not only between man and beasts, but 
also between the man of wit and the fool ; 
between the thinking man and he who is ig- 
norant; between the man of sound under- 
standing and the madman. And again, a 
multitude of experience proves that those per- 
sons who are most accustomed to use tneir 
intellectual faculties, have their brain more 
extended than others : the same has been re- 
marked of watermen or rowers, that they 
have arms much larger than other men. 

t All the parts of nature enioy the capa- 
bility to arrive at animation; the obstacle ia 
only in the state not in the quality. Life is 
the perfection of nature: she has no parts 
whicn do not tend to it, and which do not 
attain it by the same means. Life, in an 
insect, a dog, a man, has no other difference 
than that this act is more perfect, relatively to 
ourselves, in proportion to the structure of the 
organs : ii^ therefore, it be asked, what is requi- 
site to animate a body? we reply, it needs no 
foreign aid, it is sufficient that the power ot 
nature be joined to its organization. 
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alternately and Id succession, the im- 
pressions, the oscillations, the shocks 
they receive; in such a composition, 
I say, it is not at all surprising that the 
sligntest impulse propagates itself with 
celerity ; that the shocks excited in its 
remotest parts make themselves quickly 
felt in the hrain, whose delicate texture 
renders it susceptible of being itself very 
easily modified. Air, fire, water, agents 
the most inconstant, possessing the most 
rapid motion, circulate continually in the 
fibres, incessantly penetrate the nerves, 
and without doubt contribute to that 
incredible celerity with which the brain 
is acquainted with what passes at the 
extremities of the body. 

Notwithstanding the great mobility 
of which man's organization renders 
him susceptible; although exterior as 
well as interior causes are continually 
acting upon him, he does not always 
feel in a distinct, in a decided manner, 
the impulse ^iven to his senses : indeed, 
he does not feel it until it has produced 
some change, or given some shock to 
his brain. Thus, although completely 
environed by air, he does not feel its 
action until it is so modified as to strike 
with a sufficient degree of force on his 
organs and his skin, through which his 
brain is warned of its presence. Thus, 
during a profound and tranquil sleep, 
undisturbed by any dream, man ceases 
to feel. In snort, notwithstanding the 
continued motion that agitates his frame, 
man does not appear to feel when this 
motion acts in a convenient order ; he 
does not perceive a state of health, but 
he discovers a state of grief or sickness ; 
because, in the first, his brain does not 
receive too lively an impulse, whilst in 
the others his nerves are contracted, 
shocked, agitated, with violent and dis- 
orderly motion, thus giving notice that 
some cause acts strongly upon them, 
and impels them in a manner that bears 
no analogy with their natural habit: 
this constitutes in him that peculiar 
mode of existing which he calls grief. 

On the other hand, it sometimes hap- 
pens that extenor objects produce very 
considerable changes on his body, with- 
out his perceiving them at the moment. 
Often, in the heat of battle, the soldier 
perceives not that he is dangerously 
wounded ; because at the time the 
lapidity, the multiplicity of impetuous 
motions that assau his brain, do not 



permit him to distinguish the particulat 
change a part of his body has undergone 
by the wound. In short, ivhen a great 
number of causes are simuliancously 
acting on him witli loo much vivacity, 
he sinks under their accumulated pres- 
sure,— he swoons— he loses his senses- 
he is deprived of I'eelius;. 

In general, feeling only obtains when 
the brain can distinguisn distinctly the 
impressions made on the organs wiih 
which it has communication ; it is the 
distinct shock, the decided modification, 
man undergoes, that constitutes con- 
science.* From whence it will appear, 
that feeling is a mode of being, or a 
marked change, produced on our brain 
by the impulse communicated to our 
organs, whether by interior or exterior 
agents, and by which it is modified 
either in a durable or transient manner. 
In fact, it is not always requisite that 
man's organs should be moved by an 
exterior object to enable him to be con- 
scious of the changes effected in him : 
he can feel them within himself by 
means of an interior impulse ; his brain 
is then modified, or rather, he renews 
within himself the anterior modifica- 
tions. We should not be astonished 
that the brain should be necessarilv 
warned of the shocks, of the impedi- 
ments, of the changes that may happen 
to so complicated a machine as the 
human body, in which all the parts are 
contiguous to the brain — to a whole, in 
which all the sensible parts concentrate 
themselves in this brain, and are by 
their essence in a continual state of 
action and reaction. 

When a man experiences the pains 
of the gout, he is conscious of tnem ; 
in other words, he feels interiorly that 
it has produced very distinct changes 
in him, without his perceiving that he 
has received an impulse from any ex 
terior cause ; nevertheless, if he will 
recur to the true source of these changes, 
he will find that they have been wholly 
produced by exterior agents ; they have 
been the consequence either of his tem- 
perament, of the organization received 
from his parents, or of the aliments with 
which his frame has been nourished. 



* Doctor Clarke says, Conscience is the act 
of reflecting, by means of which I know that 1 
think ; ana that my thoughts, or my actions, 
belong to me, and not to another. — See his letter 
against Dodwdl, 
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Iwsides a tboosaikd trrriaL iDa{»{»reciable 
causes, which, congregating^ thanselres 
bj degrees. {>rodoce in him the goaty 
hamoor, the effect of which is to make 
him feel in a Teiy acate manner. The 
pain of the goat engenders in his hrain 
an idea or modifi^tion which it ac- 
quires the faculty of representing or 
reiterating to itself^ eren when he shall 
be no longer tormented with the goat : 
his brain, by a series of motion inte- 
riorly excited, is again placed in a state 
analogous to that in which it was when 
he really experienced this pain : but if 
he had ne^er felt it, he would hare had 
no idea of this excruciating disease. 

The visible organs of man's body, 
by the intenrention of which his bram 
is modified, take the name of senses. 
The various modifications which his 
brain receives by the aid of these senses, 
assume a variety of names. Sensation^ 
perception, idea, are terms that desig- 
nate nothing more than the changes 
produced in this interior organ, in con- 
sequence of impressions made on the 
exterior organs by bodies acting on 
them: these changes, considered by 
themselves, are called sensations; they 
adopt the term perception, when the 
bram is warned ot their presence ; ideas, 
is that state of them in which the brain 
is able to ascribe them to the objects 
by which they have been produced. 

Every sensation, then, is nothing 
more than the shock given to the or- 
gans ; every perception, is this shock 
propagated to the brain: every idea, 
is the image of the object to which 
the sensation and the perception is to 
be ascribed. From whence it will be 
seen, that if the senses be not moved, 
there can neither be sensations, per- 
ceptions, nor ideas: and this will be 
proved to those who yet doubt so de- 
monstrable and striking a truth. 

It is the extreme mobility of which 
man is capable, owing to his peculiar 
organization, which distinguishes him 
from other beings that are called insen- 
sible or inanimate: and the different 
degrees of mobility of which the indi- 
viduals of his species are susceptible, 
discriminate them from each other, 
making that incredible variety and that 
infinity of difference which is to be 
found, as well in their corporeal facul- 
ties as in those which are mental or 
intellectual. From this mobility, m 



or less remarkable in each homan being 
results wit, sensibility, imagination, 
taste, dbc. For the presecl, however, 
let us follow the <^>eratioa of the senses : 
let us examine in wiiat manner they 
are acted upon and are modified by 
exterior objects: — we will afterwards 
scrutinize the reaction of the interior 
organ or brain. 

The eyes are very delicate, very 
moveable organs^ by means of which 
the sensation of light, at colour, is 
experienced: these give to the brain 
a distinct perception, in consequence 
oi which man forms an idea generated 
by the action of luminous or coloured 
bodies : as soon as the eyelids are 
opened, the retina is affected in a pe- 
culiar manner ; the fluid, the fibres, the 
nerves, of which they are comp«>sed, 
are excited by shocks wiiich they com 
municate to the brain, and to which 
they delineate the images of the bodies 
from which they have received the 
impulse; by this means an idea is 
acquired of the colour, the size, the 
form, the distance of these bodies: it 
is thus that may be explained the 
mechanism of sight. 

The mobility and the elasticity of 
which the skin is rendered susceptible 
by the fibres and nerves which form its 
texture, account for the rapidity with 
which this envelope to the human body 
is affected when applied to any other 
body: by their agency the btain has 
notice of its presence, of its extent. 
of its roughness, of its smoothness, ol 
its surface, of its pressure, of its pon- 
derosity, (fee. — qualities from which 
the brain derives distinct perceptions, 
which breed in it a diversity of ideas ; 
it is this that constitutes the tctich. 

The delicacy of the membrane by 
which the interior of the nostrils is 
covered, renders them easily suscepti- 
ble of irritation, even by the invisible 
and impalpable corpuscles that emanate 
from odorous bodies: by this means 
sensations are excited, the braiif has 
perceptions, and generates ideas : it is 
this that forms the sense of smelling. 

The mouth, filled with nervous, sen- 
sible, moveable, and irritable glan«is, 
saturated with juices suitable to the 
dissolution of saline substances, is af- 
fected in a very lively manner by the 
arkt>>^ pass through it; these 
~ the brain the impres- 
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sions received : it is from this mecha- 
nism that results taste. 

The ear, whose conformation fits it 
to receive the various impulses of air 
diversely modified, communicates to 
the brain the shocks or sensations; 
these breed the perception of sound, 
and generate the idea of sonorous 
bodies : it is this that constitutes hear- 
ing. 

Such are the only means by which 
man receives sensations, perceptions, 
ideas. These successive modifications 
of his brain are efiects produced by ob- 
jects that give impulse to his senses ; 
they become themselves causes pro- 
ducing in his mind new modifications, 
which are denominated thought^ re- 
flection^ memory, imagination, judg- 
ment, will, action ; the basis, however, 
of all these is sensation. 

To form a precise notion of thought, 
it will be requisite to examine step by 
step what passes in man during the 
presence of any object whatever. Sup- 
pose, for a moment, this object to be a 
peach: this fruit makes, at the first 
view, two difierent impressions on his 
eyes; that is to say, it produces two 
modifications, whicn are transmitted 
to the brain, which on this occasion ex- 
periences two new perceptions, has two 
new ideas or modes of existence, de- 
signated by the terms colour and ro- 
tundity; in consequence, he has an 
idea of a body possessing roundness 
and colour : it he places his hand on 
this fruit, the organ of feeling having 
been set in action, his hand experiences 
three new impressions, which are call- 
ed softness, coolness, weight, from 
whence result three new perceptions 
in the brain, and consequently three 
new ideas: if he approximates this 
peach to his nose, the organ of smell- 
ing receives an impulse, which, com- 
municated to the brain, a new percep- 
tion arises, by which he acquires a new 
idea called odour: if he carries this 
fruit to his mouth, the organ of taste 
becomes affected in a very lively man- 
ner; this impulse communicated to 
the brain, is followed by a perception 
that generates in him the idea oi fla- 
vour, tn reuniting all these impres- 
sions, or these various modifications 
of his organs, which have been conse- 
quently transmitted to his brain, that 
18 to say, in combining the different 
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sensations, perceptions, and ideas, that 
result from the impulse he has receiv- 
ed, he has the idea of a whole, which 
he designates by the name of a peach, 
with which he can then occupy his 
thoughts.* 

what has been said is sufficient to 
show the generation of sensations, of 
perceptions, of ideas, with their asso- 
ciations, or connexion in the brain : it 
will be seen that these various modifi- 
cations are nothing more than the con- 
sequence of successive impulsions, 
which the exterior organs transmit to 
the interior organ, which enjoys the 
faculty of thought, that is to say, to 
feel in itself the different modifica- 
tions it has received, or to perceive 
the various ideas which it has genera- j 
ted — to combine them — to separate I 
them — to extend them — to atridge ; 
them — to compare them — to renew 
them, &c. From whence it will be 
seen, that thought is nothing more than 
the perception of certain modifications 
which the brain either .gives to itself, 
or has received from exterior objects. 

Indeed, not only the interior organ 
perceives the modifications it receives 
from without^ but again it has the fa- 
culty of modifying itself— of consider- 
ing the changes which take place in it, 
the motion by which it is agitated in 
its peculiar operations, from which it 
imbibes new perceptions, new ideas. 
It is the exercise of this power to fall 
back upon itself, that is called reflec- 
tion. 

From this it will appear^ that for 
man to think and to reflect, is to feel, 
or perceive within himself the impres- 

* From this it is suflEiciently proved that 
thought has a commencement, a auration, an 
end, or rather, a generation, a succession, a 
dissolution, like ul the other modifications 
of matter; like them, thought is excited, is 
determined, is increased, is divided, is com- 
pounded, is simplified, &c. If. therefore, the 
soul, or the principle that thinks, be indivisi- 
ble, how does it happen that the soul has the 
faculty of memory and of forgetfulness ; is 
capacitated to think successively, to divide, to 
abstract, to combine, to extena its ideas, to 
retain tnem, to lose theml How can it 
cease to think 7 If forms appear divisible in 
^flatter, it is only in considering them by ab- 
straction, after the method of geometricians ; 
but this divisibility of form esdsts not in nature, 
in which there is neither a point, an atom,' 
nor form perfectly regular; it must therefore 
be concluded, that the forms of matter are no» 
less indivisible than thought. 
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sions, the sensations, the ideas, which 
have been fiimished to his brain by 
those objects which givci impulse to his 
senses in consequence of the yarious 
changes which his brain produced on 
itselL 

Memory is the faculty which the 
brain has of renewing in itself the mo- 
difications it has received, or rather, to 
restore itself to a state similar to that 
in which it has been placed by the 
sensations, the perceptions, the ideas, 
produced by exterior objects, in the 
exact order it received them, without 
any new action on the part of these 
objects, or even when these objects 
are absent; the bram perceives that 
these modifications assimilate with 
those it formerly experienced in the 

{presence of the objects to which it re- 
ates, or attributes them. Memory is 
faithful when these modifications are 
precisely the same ; it is treacherous 
when they differ from those which the 
organs have exteriorly experienced. 

Imagination in man is only the fa- 
culty which the brain has of modifying 
itself^ or of forming to itself new per- 
• ceptions upon the model of those which 
it has anteriorly received through the 
action of exterior objects on the senses. 
The brain, then, does nothino; more 
than combine ideas which it has al- 
ready formed, and which it recalls to 
itself to form a whole, or a collection 
of modifications, which it has not re- 
ceived, although the individual ideas, 
or the parts of which this ideal whole 
is composed, have been previously 
communicated to it. It is thus, man 
forms to himself the idea of Centaurs* 
of Hyppogriffs,^ of Gods,J and De- 
mons.1l By memory, the brain renews 
in itself the sensations, the perceptions, 
the ideas, which it has received, and 
represents to itself the objects which 
have actually moved its organs. By 
imagination it combines them various- 
ly; forms objects or wholes in their 
place, which have not moved its organs, 
although it is perfectly acquainted with 
the elements or ideas of which it com- 
poses them. It is thus that man, by 
combining a great number of ideas bor- 

* A being composed of a man and a horse, 
t A being composed of a horse with wings, 
t A nonaticriptl 

IT A gentUman with two horns, a tail, and 
a cloven fooc 



rowed from himself, such as justice, 
wisdom, goodness^ intelligence d&c., 
has^ by the aid of imagination, formed 
an imaginary whole, ^diich he nas call- 
ed God. 

Judgment, is the faculty which the 
brain possesses of comparing with each 
other the modifications it receives, the 
ideas it engenders, or which it has the 
power of awakening within itself, to 
the end that it may discover their rela- 
tions or their efiects. 

Will, is a modification of the brain, 
by which it is disposed to action^ that is 
to say, to give such an impulse to the 
organs of the body as can induce it to 
act in a manner that will procure for 
itself what is requisite to modify it in a 
made analogous to its own existence, 
or to enable it to avoid that by which 
it can be injured. To will is to be dis- 
posed to action. The exterior objects, 
or the interior ideas, which give birth 
to this disposition, are called motives, 
because they are the springs or move- 
ments whicn determine it to act thit 
is to say, which give play to the organs 
of the body. Thus voluntary actions 
are the motion of the body, determined 
by the modification of the brain. Fruit 
hanging on a tree, through the agency 
of the visual organs modifies the brain 
in such a manner as to dispose the arm 
to stretch itself forth to cull it ; again 
it modifies it in another manner^ by 
which it excites the hand to carry it to 
the mouth. 

All the modifications which the m- 
terior organ or the brain receives ; all 
the sensations — all the perceptions — 
all the ideas that are generated by the 
objects which give impulse to the 
senses, or which it renews within it- 
self by its own peculiar faculties, are 
either favourable or prejudicial to man's 
mode of existence, whether that be 
transitory or habitual : they dispose the 
interior organ to action, which it ex- 
ercises by reason of its own peculiar 
energy : this action is not, however, 
the same in all the individuals of the 
human species, depending much on 
their respective temperaments. From 
hence the 'passions have their birth: 
these are more or less violent : they are, 
however, nothing more than the mo- 
tion of tne will, determined by the ob- 
jects which give it activity — conse- 
quently, composed of the analogy or 
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o^ the discordance which is found 
between these objectb and man's pecu- 
liar mode of existence, or the force of 
his temperament. From this it results, 
that the passions are modes of exist- 
ence or modifications of the brain, 
which either attract or repel those ob- 
jects by which man is surrounded ; 
that consequently they are submitted 
in their action to the physical laws of 
attraction and repulsion. 

The faculty of perceiving, or of being 
modified, as well by itself as by ex- 
terior objects, which the brain enjoys, 
is sometimes designated by the term 
understanding. To the assemblage 
of the various faculties of which this 
interior organ is susceptible, is applied 
the name of intelligence. To a de- 
termined mode, in which the brain ex- 
ercises the faculties peculiar to itself, 
is given the appellation of reason. 
The dispositions, or the modifications 
of the brain, some of them constant, 
others transitory, which give impulse 
to the beings of the human species, 
causing them to act, are styled wit, 
wisdom, goodness, jrrudence, virtue, 

Ib short, as there will be an oppor- 
tunity presently to prove, all the intel- 
lectual faculties, that is to say, all the 
modes of action attributed to the soul, 
may be reduced to the modifications, 
to the qualities, to the modes of exist- 
ence, to the changes produced by the 
motion of the brain, which is visibly 
m man the seat of feeling — the princi- 
ple of all his actions. These modifi- 
cations are to be attributed to the ob- 
jects that strike on his senses ; of 
which the impression is transmitted to 
the brain, or rather to the ideas which 
the perceptions caused by the action 
of these objects on his senses have 
there generated, and which it has the 
faculty to reproduce. This bram 
noves itself in its turn, reacts upon 
tself, gives play to the ors^ans, which 
concentrate themselves in it, or which 
rather are nothing more than an exten- 
sion of its own peculiar substance. It 
is thus the concealed motion of the in- 
tenor organ renders itself sensible by 
outward and visible signs. The brain, 
affected by a modification which is 
called fear, di£bses a paleness over 
the countenance, excites a tremulous 
motion in the limbs, called trembling. 



The brain, affected by a sensation of 
grief, causes tears to flow from the 
eyes, even without being moved by an> 
exterior object; an idea which it »^- 
traces with ^eat strength, suffices ^o 
give it very lively modifications, which 
visibly have an ini^'ience op the wliole 
frame. 

In all this nothing more is to be per* 
ceived than the same substance which 
acts diversely on the various parts of 
the body. If it be objected, that this 
mechanism does not sufficiently ex- 
plain the principles of the motion, or 
the faculties ot the soul ; we reply, 
that it is in the same situation as all 
the other bodies of nature, in which 
the most simple motion, the most ordi- 
nary phenomena, the most common 
modes of action, are inexplicable mys- 
teries, of which we shall never be able 
to fatnom the first principles. Indeed, 
how can we flatter ourselves we shall 
ever be enabled to compass the true 
principle of that gravity by which a 
stone falls ? Are we acquainted with 
the mechanism which produces attrac- 
tion in some substances, repulsion in 
others ? Are we in a condition to 
explain the communication of motion 
from one body to another ? But it may 
be fairly asked ; are the difficulties that 
occur, when attempting to explain the 
manner in which the soul acts, removed, 
by making it a spiritual being, a sub- 
stance of which we have not, nor can- 
not form one idea, which consequently 
must bewilder all the notions we are 
capable of forming to ourselves of this 
being? Let us then be contented to 
kno\y that the soul moves itself, modi- 
fies itself, in consequence of material 
causes, which act upon it, which give 
it activity; from whence the conclusion 
may be said to flow consecutively, that 
all Its operations, all its faculties, prove 
that it is itself material. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Qfiht Diversity of the Intellectual Faculties; 
they depend on Physical Causes^ as do their 
Moral QualUies. The Natural Principles 
of Society.— Of MoraU.— Of Politics. 

Nature is under the necessity to 
diversify all her works. Elementary 
matter, different in its essence, must 
necessarily form different beings, va- 
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rions mB their combinatioiis. in their 
properties, in their modes of action, in 
their manner of existence. There is 
not, neither can there be. two being«, 
two combinations, which are mathe- 
maticalljr and rigorously the same; 
because the place, the circumstances, 
the relations, the pn^Kntions, the modi- 
fications, never being exactly alike, the 
beings that result can nerer bear a 
perfect resemblance to each other : and 
their modes of action must of necessity 
rary in something, even when we be- 
Ueye we find between them the greatest 
conformity. 

In consequence of this principle, 
which every thing we see conspires 
to prove to be a truth, there are not 
two individuab of the human species, 
who have precisely the same traits; 
who think exactly in the same manner; 
who view things under the same iden- 
tical point of sight ; who have decidedly 
the same ideas ; consequently no two 
of them have uniformly the same sys- 
tem of conduct. The visible organs of 
man, as well as his concealed organs, 
have indeed some analogy, some com- 
mon points of resemblance, some gene- 
ral conformity, which makes them 
appear, when viewed in the gross, to 
be afiected in the same manner by 
certain causes ; but the difierence is 
infinite in the detail. The human soul 
may be compared to those instruments 
of which the chords, already diversified 
in themselves by the manner in which 
they have been spun, are also strung 
upon difierent notes : struck by the 
same impulse, each chord gives forth 
the sound that is peculiar to itself, that 
is to sa)[, that which depends on its 
texture, its tension, its volume, on the 
momentary state in which it is placed 
by the circumambient air. It is this 
that produces the diversified spectacle, 
the varied scene, which the moral worm 
ofiers to our view : it is from this that 
results the striking contrariety that is 
to be found in the minds, in tne facul- 
ties, m the passions, in the energies, in 
the taste, in the imagination, in the 
ideas, in the opinions of man : this 
diversity is as great as that of his 
physical powers : like t^iem it depends 
on his temperament, which is as much 
varied as his physiognomy. This va- 
riety ^ives birtn to that continual series 
of action and reaction which constitutes 



the life of the moral world: firom this 
discordance results the harmony which 
at once maintains and preserves the 
human race. 

The diversity found among the indi- 
viduals oi the human ^ledes, causes 
inequalities between man and man : 
this inequality constitutes the support 
of society, if all men were equal in 
their bodily powers, in their mental 
talents, they would not have any occa- 
sion for each other : it is the variation 
of his faculties, the inequality which 
this places him in with regard to his 
fellows, that renders man necessary to 
man : without these he would live by 
himself^ he would remain an isolated ^ 
being. From whence it may be per- 
ceived that this inequality, of which 
man so often complains without cause ; 
this impossibility each man finds when 
in an isolated state, when left to him- 
self, when unassociated with his fellow 
men, to labour efficaciously to his own 
welfare, to make his own security, to 
ensure his own conservation, places him 
in the happy situation of associating 
with his like, of depending on his fellow 
associates, of meriting their succour, 
of propitiating them to his views, oi 
attracting their regard, of calling in 
their aid to chase away, by common 
and united efibrts, that which would 
have the power to trouble or derange 
the order of iiis existence. In conse- 
quence of man's diversity and of the 
inequality that results, tne weaker is 
obliged to seek the protection of the 
stronger : this, in his turn, recurs to the 
understanding, to the talents, to the 
industry of the weaker, whenever his 
judgment points out he can be useful 
to him : this natui-al inequality furnishes 
the reason why nations distinguish 
those citizens who have rendered their 
country eminent services ; and it is 
in consequence of his exigencies iaat 
man honours, that he recomptoses 
those whose understanding, whose good 
deeds, whose assistance, whose virtues, 
have procured for him real or supposed 
advantages, pleasures, or agreeable sen- 
sations of any sort : it is by this means 
that genius gains an ascendency over 
the mind of man, and obliges a whole 
people to acknowledge its power. Thus, 
the diversity, the inequality of the facul- 
ties, as well corporeal, as mental or in- 
tellectual, render man necessary to his 
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fellow man, makes him a social being, 
and incontestably proves to him the 
necessity of morals. 

According to this diversity of facul- 
ties, the individuals of the human spe- 
cies are divided into different classes, 
each in proportion to the effects pro- 
duced, to the different qualities that 
may be remarked: all these varieties 
in iian flow from the individual pro- 
perties of his mind, or from the particu- 
lar modification of his brain. It is thus 
that wit, imagination, sensibility^ ta- 
lents, &c. diversify to infinity the differ- 
ences that are to oe found in man. It 
. 8 thus that some are called good, others 
wicked;, some are denominated virtu- 
ous, others vicious ; some are ranked as 
learned, others as ignorant ; some are 
considered reasonable, others unreason- 
able, &c. 

If all the various faculties attributed 
to the soul are examined, it will be 
found that like those of the body they 
are to be ascribed to physical causes, 
to which it will be very easy to recur. 
It will be found that the powers of the 
soul are the same as those of the body ; 
that they always depend on the organi- 
zation of this body, on its peculiar 
properties, on the permanent or transi- 
tory modifications that it undergoes ; 
in a word, on its temperament. 

Temperament, is, in each individual, 
the habitual state in which he finds the 
fluids and the solids of which his body 
is composed. This temperament varies 
by reason of the elements or matter that 
predominates in him; in consequence of 
the different combinations, of the various 
modifications, which this matter, diversi- 
fied in itself, undergoes in his machine. 
Thus, m one the blood is superabundant ; 
in another, the bile ; in a third, phlegm, 
&c. 

It is from nature — frcm his parents — 
from causes, which from the first mo- 
ment of his existence have unceasingly 
modified him, that man derives his tem- 
perament. It is in his mother's womb 
that he has attracted the matter which, 
during his whole life, shall have an 
influence on his intellectual faculties — 
on his energies — on his passions — on 
his conduct. The very nourishment he 
cakes, the quality of the air he respires, 
(he climate he inhabits, the education 
he receives, the ideas that are presented 
to him, the opinions he imbibes, modify 



this temperament As these circum- 
stances can never be rigorously the 
same in every point for any two men. 
it is by no means surprising that such 
an amazing variety, so great a contra- 
riety, should be found in man, or that 
there should exist as many different 
temperaments as there are individuals 
in the human species. 

Thus, although man may bear a gene- 
ral resemblance, he differs essentially, 
as well by the texture of his fibres, the 
disposition of his nerves, as by the 
nature, the quality, the quantity of mat- 
ter that gives them play, and sets his 
organs in motion. Man, already differ- 
ent from his fellow, by the elasticity of 
his fibres, the tension of his nerves, 
becomes still more distinguished by a 
variety of other circumstances; he is 
more active, more robust, when he 
receives nourishing aliments, when he 
drinks wine, when he takes exercise; 
whilst another, who drinks nothing but 
water, who takes less juicy nourish- 
ment, who languishes in idleness, shall 
be sluggish and feeble. 

All these causes have necessarily an 
influence on the mind, on the passions, 
on the will, in a word, on what are 
called the intellectual faculties. Thus, 
it may be observed, that a man of a san- 
guine constitution is commonly lively, 
ingenious, full of imagination, passion- 
ate, voluptuous, enterprising ; whilst 
the phlegmatic man is dull, of a heavy 
understanding, slow of conception, in- 
active, difficult to be moved, pusillani- 
mous, without imagination, or possess- 
ing it in a less lively degree, incapable 
of taking any strong measures, or of 
willing resolutely. 

If experience was consulted in the 
room of prejudice, the physician would 
collect from morals the key to thip 
human heart : and in curing the body, 
he would sometimes be assured of 
curing the mind. Man, in making a 
spiritual substance of his soul, has 
contented himself with administering 
to it spiritual remedies, which either 
have no influence over his tempera- 
ment, or do it an injury. The doctrine 
of the spirituality of tne soul has ren- 
dered morals a conjectural science, that 
does not furnish a knowledge of the 
true motives which ought to be put in 
activity in order to influence man Ic^ 
his welfare. If, calling experience t" 
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his assistance, man sought out the 
elements which form the basis of his 
temperament, or of the greater number 
of the individuals composing a nation; 
he would then discover what would be 
most proper for him, that which could 
be most convenient to his mode of 
existence, which could most conduce 
to his true interest ; — what laws would 
be necessary to his happiness — what 
institutions would be most useful for 
him — what regulations would be most 
beneficial. In short, morals and poli- 
tics would be equally enabled to draw 
from materialism advahtages which 
the dogma of spirituality can never 
supply, of which it even precludes the 
idea. Man will ever remain a mystery 
to those who shall obstinately persist 
in^ viewing him with eyes prepossessed 
by theology, or to those wno shall per- 
tmaciously attribute his actions to a 
principle of which it is impossible to 
form to themselves any distinct idea. 
When man shall be seriously inclined 
to understand himself, let him sedu- 
lously endeavour to discover the matter 
that enters into his combination, which 
constitutes his temperament ; these dis- 
coveries will furnish him with the clue 
to the nature of his desires, to the qua- 
lity of his passions, to the bent of his 
inclinations, and will enable him to 
foresee his conduct on given occasions ; 
will indicate the remedies that may be 
successfully employed to correct the 
lefects of a vicious organization and 
of a temperament as injurious to him- 
self as to the society of which he is a 
member. 

Indeed, it is not to be doubted that 
man's temperament is capable of being 
corrected, of being modified, of being 
changed, by causes as physical as the 
matter of which it is constituted. We 
are all in some measure capable of 
forming our own temperament : a man 
of a sanguine constitution, by taking 
less juicy nourishment, by abating its 
quantity, by abstaining from strong 
liquor, &c., may achieve the correction 
of the nature, the quality, the quantity, 
the tendency, the motion of the fluids, 
which predominate in his machine. 
A bilious man, or one who is melan- 
choly, may, by the aid of certain reme- 
dies, diminish the mass of this bilious 
fluid ; he may correct the blemish of 
his humours by the assistance of exer- 



cise ; he may dissipate his ^loom by 
the ^iety which results from m creased 
motion. A European transplanted into 
Hindostan will by de^ees become quite 
a difl*erent man m his humours, in his 
ideas, in his temperament, and in his 
character. 

Although but few experiments have 
been made with a view to learn what 
constitutes the temperament of man, 
there are still enough if he would but 
deign to make use of them, or if he 
would vouchsafe to apply to useful 
purposes the little experience he has 
gleaned. It would appear, speaking 
generally, that the igneous principle 
which chymists designate under the 
name of phlogiston^ or inflammable 
matter, is that which in man yields 
him the most active life, furnishes him 
with the greatest energy, afibrds the 
greatest mobility to his frame, supplies 
the greatest spring to his organs, gives 
the greatest elasticity to his fibres, the 
greatest tension to his nerves, the great- 
est rapidity to his fluids. From these 
causes, which are entirely material, 
commonly result the dispositions or 
faculties, called sensibility, wit, ima- 
gination, genius, vivacity, dtc, which 
give the tone to the passions, to the 
will, to the moral actions of man. In 
this sense, it is with great justice we 
apply the expressions, " warmth of 
soul," " ardency of imagination," " fire 
of genius," &c.* 

It is this fiery element, difiused in 
difiisrent doses, distributed in various 

Eroportions, through the beings of the 
uman species, that sets man in motion, 
gives him activity, supplies him witK 
animal heat, and which, if we may be 
allowed the expression, renders him 
more or less alive. This igneous mat- 
ter, so active, so subtile, dissipates 
itself with great facility, then requires 
to be reinstated in his system by means 
of aliments that contain it, which there- 
by become proper to restore his machine, 
to lend new warmth to the brain, to 
furnish it with the elasticity requisite 

* It would not be unreasonable to suppose, 
that what physicians call the nervous fluid, 
which so promptly gives notice to the braib 
of all that happens to the body, is nothing 
more than electric matter; that the various 
proportions of this matter, diffused through 
tis system, is the cause of that great diversity 
to be discovered in the human being, and in 
the faculties he possesses. 
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%o tne periormance of those functions 
which are called intellectual. It is this 
ardent matter, contained in wine, in 
strong liquor, that gives to the most 
torpid, to the dullest, to the most slug- 
gish man, a vivacity, of which, without 
it, he would be incapable, and which 
urges even the coward on to battle. 
When this fiery element is too abundant 
in man, whilst he is labouring under 
certain diseases, it plunges him into 
delirium; when it is in too weak, or 
in too small a quantity, he swoons, he 
sinks to the earth. This igneous matter 
diminishes in his old age, it totally 
dissipates at his death.'*' 

If the intellectual faculties of man, 
or his moral qualities, be examined 
according to the principles here laid 
down, the conviction must be com- 
plete, that they are to be attributed to 
material causes, which have an influ- 
ence more or less marked, either transi- 
tory or durable over his peculiar organi- 
zation. But where does he derive this 
organization except it be from the pa- 
rents from whom he receives the ele- 
ments of a machine necessarily analo- 
gous to their own ? From whence does 
he derive the greater or less quantity 
of igneous matter, or vivifjf^ing heat. 
which gives the tone to his mental 
qualities ? It is from the mother, who 
bore him in her womb, who has com- 
municated to him a portion of that fire 
with which she was herself animated, 
which circulated through her veins with 
ner blood : it is from the aliments that 
have nourished him : it is from the cli- 
mate he inhabits : it is from the atmo- 
sphere that surrounds him: for, all these 
causes have an influence over his fluids, 
over his solids, and decide on his natu- 
ral dispositions. In examining these 
dispositions, from whence his faculties 
depend, it will ever be found that they 
are corporeal and material. 

The most prominent of these dis- 
i)Ositions in man, is that physical sensi- 
bility from which flows all his intel- 

* If we reflect a little we shall find that 
htai is the principle of life. It is by means of 
heat that beings pass from inaction into mo- 
tion — fiiom repose into fermentation — from 
a state of torpor into that of active life. Tfcis 
is proved by the egg, which heat hatches into 
a chicken ; and this example, among thou- 
sands which we might cite, must si^ce to 
establish the &ct. that without heat, there is 
no genca^tion. 



lectual or moral qualities. To feel, 
according to what has been said, is to 
receive an impulse, t0 be moved, and 
to have a consciousness of the changes 
operated on his system. To have sensi- 
bility, is nothing more than to be so 
constituted as to feel promptly, and in 
a very lively manner, the impressions 
of those objects which act upon him. 
A sensible soul, is only man's brain 
disposed in a mode to receive the motion 
communicated to it with facility and 
with promptness, by giving an instan- 
taneous impulse to the organs. Thus, 
the man is called sensible^ whom the 
sight of the distressed, the contempla- 
tion of the unhappy, the recital of a 
melancholy tale, the witnessing of an 
afflicting catastrophe, or the idea of a 
dreadful spectacle, touches in so lively 
a manner as to enable the brain to give 
play to his lachrymal organs, which 
cause him to shed tears ; a sign by 
which we recognise the effect of ex- 
treme anguish in the human being. 
The man in whom musical .sounds 
excite a degree of pleasure, or produce 
very remarkable effects, is said to have 
a sensible or a fine ear. ' In shori, when 
it is perceived that eloquence, — the 
beauty of the arts, — the various objecfs 
that strike his senses, excite in him 
very lively emotions, he is said to pos- 
sess a soul full of sensibility.t 

Wit is a consequence of this physical 
sensibility ; indeed, wit is nothing more 
than the facility which some beings ot 
the human species possess of seizing 
with promptitude, of developing with 
quickness a whole, with its different 
relations to other objects. Geniiis, is 
the facility with which :-ome men com- 
prehend this whole, and its various 
relations, when they are difficult to be 
known, but useful to forwgird greai and 
mighty projects. Wit, may be com- 
pared to a piercing eye, which perceived 
things quickly. Genius, is an eye that 
comprehends at one view all^ihe points 



t Compassion, depends on physicat sensi- 
bility, which is never the same In all men. 
How absurd, then, to^ make compaasion the 
source of all our moral ideas, and of those 
feelings which we experience for our leilow 
creatures. Not only all men are tiot alike 
sensible, but there are many in whom sensi- 
bility has not been developed — such as in 
kings, priests, statesmen,— .• . 

" And the hired bravoes who defend 
The tyrant's throne— the bMWve,'&Ck^'cv\%^<eKt^'^ 
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of an extended honzon, or what the 
French term coup cPcriL True wit, 
is that which perceives objects with 
their relations, §uch as they really are. 
False wit, is that which catches at 
relations which do ' not apply to the 
oBject, or which arises from some 
blemish in the organization. True wit 
resembles the direction on a hand-post. 
Imagination, is the faculty of com- 
bining with promptitude ideas or images ; 
it consists in the power man possesses 
of reproducing with ease the modifica- 
tions of his brain ; of connecting them, 
and of attaching them to the objects to 
which tha T are suitable. When imagi- 
nation does this, it gives pleasure ; its 
fictions are approved, it embellishes 
nature, it is a proof of the soundness 
of the mind, it aids truth: when, on 
the . contrary, it combines ideas not 
formed to associate themselves with 
each other; when it paints nothing 
but disagreeable phantoms, it disgusts. 
Thus poetry, calculated to render nature 
more pathetic, more touching, pleases 
whta it adorns the object it portrays 
with all those ^ beauties with which it 
can with propriety be associated.* True, 
1^ only creates ideal beings, but as they 
move us agreeably, we forgive the illu- 
sions it has held forth on account of the 
pleasure we have reaped from them. 

The hideous chimeras of superstition 
displease, because they are nothing 
more than the productions of a dis- 
tempered imagination, which can only 
awaJcen afflicting^ sensations. 

Imagination, when it wanders, pro- 
duces fanaticism — religious terrours — 
inconsiderate zeal — ^phrensy<»— the most 
enormous crraes. When imagination 
fe well regulated, it gives birth to a 
stroi^ predilection for useful objects — 
ana «nergeti« passion for virtue — an 
enthusiastic love of our country — the 
most ardent friendship : the man who 
is divested of imagination, is commonly 
one in whdtee torpid constitution phlegm 
predominates over that sacred fire, 
which is the great pi'inciple of his 
mobility, of his warmth of sentiment, 
and which vivifies all his intellectual 
facultie^. There must be enthusiasm 
for transcendent virtues as well as for 
atrocious crimes. Enthusiasm places 
the soul, or bcain, in a state similar to 
that of orunk^nness ; both the one and 
tJbe other excite ii^man that rapidity of 



motion which is approved when good 
results, but which is called folly, de- 
Ibium, crime, fury, when it produces 
nothing but disorder. 

The mind is out of order, it is incapa- 
ble of judging sanely, and the imagina- 
tion is badly regulated, whenever man's 
organization is not so modified as to 
perform its functions with precision. 
At each moment of his existence man 
gathers experience ; every sensation he 
has, furnishes a fact that deposites in his 
brain an idea, which his memory recalls 
with more or less fidelity : these facts 
connect themselves, these ideas* are 
associated, and their chain constitutes 
experience and science. Knowledge, 
is that consciousness which arises from 
reiterated experience, made with pre- 
cision of the sensations, of the ideas, 
of the effects which an object is capable 
of prod icing, either in ourselves or in 
others. All science must be founded 
on truth. Truth itself rests on the 
constant and faithful relation of our 
senses. Thus truth is that conformity 
or perpetual affinity which man's senses, 
when well constituted, when aided by 
experience, discover to him, between 
the objects of which he has a know- 
ledge, and the qualities with which he 
clothes them. In short, truth is nothing 
more than the just, the precise associa- 
tion of his ideas. But how can he 
without experience, assure himself of 
the accuracy of this association ? How. 
if he do not reiterate this experience, 
can he compare it? If his senses are 
vitiated, how is it possible they can 
convey to him, with precision, the 
sensations, the facts, with which thev 
store bis brain ? It is only by multi- 
plied, by diversified, by repeated expe- 
rience, that he is enabled to rectify the 
errours of his first conceptions. 

Man is in errour every time his organs, 
either originally defective in their na- 
ture, or vitiated by the durable or transi- 
tory modifications which they undergo, 
render him incapable of judging soundly 
of objects. Errour consists in the false 
association of ideas^ by which qualities 
are attributed to objects which they do 
not possess. Man is in errour, when 
hp supposes those beings really to have 
existence which have no local habita 
tion but in his own imagination : he is 
in errour, when he associates the idea 
of happiness with objects capable of 
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injunng him, whether immediately or 
by remote consequences which he can- 
not foresee. 

But how can he foresee effects of 
which he has not yet any knowledge ? 
It is by the aid of experience. By the 
assistance ivhichthis experience affords 
it is known, that analogous, or like 
causes, .produce analoj^ous or like ef- 
fects: memory, by recalhng these effects, 
enables him to form a iudgment of those 
he may expect, whether it be from the 
same causes, or from causes that bear 
a relation to those of which he has al- 
ready experienced the action. From 
■' this It will appear, that prudence, fore- 
sight are faculties that grow out of 
experience. If he has felt that fire 
excited in his organs a painful sensa- 
tion, this experience suffices him to fore- 
see that fire so applied, will eventually 
excite the same sensations. If he has 
discovered that certain actions, on his 
part, stirred up the hatred, and elicited 
the contempt of others, this experience 
sufficiently enables him to foresee, 
that every time he shall act in a similar 
manner, he will be either hated or 
despised. 

The faculty man has of gathering 
experience, of recalling it to himself, 
of foreseeing effects, by which he is 
enabled to avoid whatever may have 
the power to injure him. or procure 
that which may be useful to the con- 
servation of his existence and his felici- 
ty, which is the sole end of all his 
actions, whether corporeal or mental, 
constitutes that which in one word is 
designated under the name of reason. 
Sentiment, imagination, temperament, 
may be capable of leading him astray ; 
may have the power to deceive him ; 
but experience and reflection will place 
him again in the right road, and teach 
him what can really conduct him to 
.lappiness. From this it will appear, 
iiat reason is man's nature modified 
by experience, moulded by judgment, 
regulated by reflection : it supposes a 
sober temperament, a sound mind, a 
well regulated imagination, a know- 
ledge of truth grounded upon tried expe- 
rience ; in fact, prudence and foresight : 
and this proves, that, although nothing 
is more common than the assertion 
that man is a reasonable being, yet 
there are but a very small number of 
the individuals who compose the human 

No. Ill— 9 



species who really enjoy the faculty of 
reason, or who combine the dispositiona 
and the experience by which it is con- 
stituted. 

It ought not then to excite surprise 
that the individuals of the human race 
who are in a capacity to make true 
experience, are so few in number. 
Man, when he is bom, brings with 
him organs susceptible of receiving 
impulse, and of collecting experience ; 
but whether it be from the vice of his 
system, the imperfection of his organi- 
zation, or from those causes by which 
it is modified, his experience is false, 
his ideas are confused, his images are 
badly associated, his judgment is erro- 
neous, his brain is saturated with vicious 
systems, which necessarily have an in- 
fluence over his conduct, and continu- 
ally disturb his reason. 

Man's senses, as it has been shown, 
are the only means by which he is en- 
abled to ascertain whether his opinions 
are true or false, whether his conduct 
is useful to himself, and whether it is 
advantageous or disadvantageous. Bat 
that his senses may be competent to 
make a faithful relation, or be in a ca- 
pacity to impress true ideas on his 
brain, it is requisite they should be 
sound ; that is to say, in the slate ne- 
cessary to maintain his existence in 
that order which is suitable to his pre- 
servation and his permanent felicfty. 
It is also indispensable that his bram 
itself should be healthy, or in the pro- 
per state to enable it to fulfil its func- 
tions with precision and to exercise its 
faculties with vigour. It is necessary 
that memory should faithfully retrace 
its anterior sensations and ideas, to the 
end, that he may be competent to judge 
or to foresee the effects he may have to 
hope or to fear from those actions to 
which he may be determined by his 
will. If his interior or exterior organs 
be defective, whether by their natural 
conformation, or from those causes by 
which they are regulated, he feels but 
imperfectly, and in a manner less dis 
tinct than is requisite ; his ideas are 
either false or suspicious; he judges 
badly ; he is in a delusion, or in a state 
of ebriety that prevents his grasping 
the true relation of things. In short, if 
his memory be faulty, if it be treacher 
ous, his reflection is void ; his imagina- 
tion leads him. a^tcvi^ *, \i\.^ v£a\A ^^ 
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ceives him ; whilst the sensibility of 
his organs, simultaneously assailed by 
a crowd oi mipressions, oppose him to 
prudence, to foresight, and to the ex- 
ercise of his reason. On the other 
hand, if the confirmation of his organs, 
as it happens with those of a phleg- 
matic temperament, does not permit 
him to move, except with feebleness 
and in a sluggish manner, his experi- 
ence is slow, and frequently unprofit- 
able. The tortoise and the butterfly 
are alike incapable of preventing their 
destruct'^n. The stupid man and he 
who is mtoxicated, are in that state 
which renders it impossible for them 
to attain the end they have in view. 

But what is the aim ot man in the 
sphere he occupies ? It is to preserve 
himself and to render his existence 
happy. It becomes, then, of the ut- 
most importance that he should un- 
derstand the true means which reason 
points out, which prudence teaches him 
to use, in order that he may always 
and with certainty arrive at the end 
which he proposes to himself These 
are his natural faculties, his mind, his 
talents, his industry, his actions deter- 
mined by those passions of which his 
nature renders him susceptible, and 
which give more or less activity to his 
will. Experience and reason show 
him again that the men with whom he 
is associated, are necessary to him — 
are capable of contributing to his hap- 
piness and to his pleasures, and are 
competent to assist him by those facul- 
ties which are peculiar to them : expe- 
rience teaches him the mode he must 
adopt to induce them to concur in his 
designs — to determine them to will and 
to act in his favour. This points out 
to him the actions they approve — those 
.f. which displease them — the conduct 
. which attracts them — that which re- 
pels them — the judgment by which 
they are swayed — the advantages that 
occur, the prejudicial effects that result 
to him from their various modes of 
existence and manner of acting. This 
experience furnishes him with the ideas 
of virtue and of vice — of justice and of 
injustice — of goodness and of wicked- 
ness — of decency and of indecency — 
of probity and of knavery. In short, 
he learns to form a judgment of men, 
to estimate their actions — to distin- 
^ish the various sentiments excited in 



them, according to the diversity of 
those effects which they make him ex- 
perience. 

It is upon the necessary diversity of 
these effects that is founded the dis* 
crimination between good and evil — 
between virtue and vice ; distinctions 
which do not rest, as some thinkers 
have believed, on the conventions made 
between men ; still less upon the chi- 
merical will of a supernatural being, 
but upon the inyariable, the eternal re- 
lations that subsist between beings of 
the human species congregated to- 
gether, and livmg in society — relations 
which will have existence as long as 
man shall remain, and as long as so- 
ciety shall continue to exist. 

Thus virtue is every thing that is; 
truly and constantly useful to the indi-! 
viduals of the human race living to-l 
gether in society; mcc, every thing*/ 
that is injurious to them. The greatest 
virtues are those which procure for 
man the most durable and solid advan- 
tages : the greatest vices, are those." 
which most disturb his tendency to 
happiness, and which most interrupt 
the necessary order of society. The 
virtuous man is he whose actions tend 
uniformly to the welfare of his fellow 
creatures. The vicious man is he 
whose conduct tends to the misery of 
those with whom he lives ; from 
whence his own peculiar misery most 
commonly results. Every thing that 
procures for man a true and a perma- 
nent happiness, is reasonable ; every- 
thing that disturbs his individual feli- 
city, or that of the beings necessary to 
his happiness, is foolish or unreasona- 
ble. The man who injures others, is 
wicked — the man who injures himself, 
is an imprudent being, who neither has 
a knowledge of reason, of his own pe- 
culiar interests, nor of truth. 

Man's duties are the means pointed 
out to him by experience and reason, 
by which he is to arrive at that goal he 
proposes to himself: these duties are 
the necessary consequence of the rela- 
tions subsisting between mortals who 
equally desire happiness, and who are 
equally anxious to preserve their exist- 
ence. When it is said, these duties 
compel him, it signifies nothing more 
than that, without taking these means, 
he could not reach the end proposed to 
him by his nature. Thus, m,oral obit-' 
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gatton IS the necessity of employing pears to be a state, whether momentary 
iSie natural means to render the beings or durable, in which man readily ac- 

^ ;with whom he lives happy, to the end quiesces, because he finds it coniorm- 
that he may determine tliem in turn, able to his being. This state results 
to contribute to his own individual from the accord which is found between 
happiness : his obligation to warns him- himself aud those circumstances in 
sell is the necessity he is under to take which he has been placed by nature : 
those means without which he would or, if it be preferred, happiness is the 
be incapable to conserve himself, and co-ordination of man with the causes 
render his existence solidly happy, that give him impulse. 
; Morals, like the universe, are founded The ideas which man forms to him- 

' upon necessity, or upon the eternal re- self of happmess, depend not only on 

lation of things. his temperament, on his individual con- 

i Happiness^ is a mode of existence formatiou, but also upon the habits he 

,|of which man naturally wishes the has contracted. Habit, is in man a 

" iduration, or in which he is willing to mode of existence — of thinking — of 
continue. It is measured by its dura- acting, which his organs, as well in- 
tion and its vivacity. The greatest terior as exterior, contract by the 

'^ happiness is that which has the longest frequent reiteration of the same mo- 
continuance : transient happiness, or tion, from whence results the faculty of 
that which has only a short duration, performing these actions with prompti- 
is called pleasure; the more lively it tude and with facility, 
is, the more fugitive, because man's If things be attentively considered, 
senses are only susceptible of a certain it will be found that almost the whole 
quantum of motion. When pleasure conduct of man, the entire system of 
exceeds this given quantity, it is chang- his actions, his occupations, his con- 
ed into anguish^ or into that painful nexions, his studies, nis amusements, 
mode of existence of which he ardently his manners, his customs, his very gar- 
desires the cessation : this is the rea- ; ments, even his aliments, are the ef- 
son why pleasure and pain frequently feet of habit. He owes equally to habit 
so closely approximate each other as the facility with which he exercises 
scarcely to be discriminated. Immod- his mental faculties of thought, of judg- 
erate pleasure is the forerunner of re- ment, of wit. of reason, of taste, &c. 
gret. It is succeeded by ennui and It is to habit ne owes the greater part 
weariness, and it ends in disgust: ■ of his inclinations, of his desires, of his 
transient happiness frequently converts \ opinions, of his prejudices, of the ideas, 
itself into durable misfortune. Ac- : true or false, he forms to himself of 
cording to these principles, it will be ' his welfare. In short, it is to habit, 
seen that man, who in each moment I consecrated by time, that he owes those 
of his duration seeks necessarily after i errours into which every thing strives 
happiness, ought, when he is reason- 1 to precipitate him, and to prevent him 
able, to regulate his pleasures, and to j from emancipating himself. It is habit 
refuse himself to all those of which the ! that attaches him either to virtue or to 
indulgence would be succeeded by re- vice.* 

gret or pain ; whilst he should endea- | Man is so much modified by habit, 

vour to procure for himself the most [ that it is frequently confounded with 

i permanent felicity. ! his nature : from hence results, as will 

Happiness cannot be the same for presently be seen, those opinions, or 

all the beings of the human species ; ; those ideas which he has called imiate^ 

the same pleasures cannot equally af- 1 ^ _ . , ^ • • 

fo«# ^^« <r.rkr^oA /.r.r>firrr>oti/^n io /lifTpr * ExpeneHCB provcs that the first cniiie is 
feet men whose confirmation is ditler- . always accompanied by more pangs of re- 

ent, whose modification is diverse, ^orse than the second ; this again, by more 
This, no doubt, is the true reason why | than the third, and so on to those that follow, 
the greater number of moral philoso i A first action is the commencement of a habit; 
phers are so little in accord upon those those which succeed confirm jt : by force of 
^k;«^*« :« «ru:«k ♦!.«., k«,r«^o;i/iv«on»c combating the obstacles that prevent the 
objects m which they have made man s commission of criminal actions, man arrives 
happiness consist, as well as on tne at the power of vanquishing them with ease 
means by which it may be obtained, and with facihty. Thus he frequently b©- 
Nerertheless, in general happiness ap- ; comes wicked from habit. 



68 



OF THE INTELLECT. 



because he has been unwilling to re- 
cur back to the source from whence 
they sprung, which has, as it were, 
identified itself with his brain. How- 
ever this may be, he adheres with 
great strength of attachment to all those 
things to which he is habituated ; his 
mind experiences a sort of violence, or 
incommodious revulsion, when it is 
endeavoured to make him change the 
course of his ideas : a fatal predilection 
frequently conducts him back to the 
old track in despite of reason. 

It is by a pure mechanism that may 
b^ explamed the phenomena of habit, 
as well physical as moral; the soul, 
notwithstanding its pretended spiritu- 
ality, is modified exactly in the same 
manner as the body. Habit, in man, 
causes the organs of voice to learn the 
mode of expressing quickly the ideas 
consigned to his brain, by means of 
certain motion, which, during his in- 
fancy, the tongue acquires the power 
of executing with facility : his tongue, 
once habituated to move itself in a cer- 
tain manner, finds much trouble to 
move itself after another mode; the 
throat yields with difficulty to those 
inflections which are exacted by a 
language different from that to which 
he has been accustomed. It is the same 
with his ideas ; his brain, his interior 
organ, his soul, inured to a given man- 
ner 01 modification, accustomed to at- 
tach certain ideas to certain objects, 
long used to form to itself a system 
connected with certain opinions, wheth- 
er true or false, experiences a painful 
sensation whenever he undertakes to 
give it a new impulse, or alter the di- 
rection of its habitual motion. It is 
nearly as difficult to make him change 
his opinions as his language.* 

Here then, without doubt, is the 
cause of that almost invincible attach- 
ment which man displays to those 
customs, those prejudices, those insti- 
tutions of which it is in vain that rea- 
son, experience, good sense, prove to 
him the inutility, or even the danger. 

f 

^ I * Hobbes says that, " It is the nature of all 
corporeal beings, who have been frequently 
moved in the same manner, to continually re- 
ceive a greater aptitude, or to produce the 
same motions with more facility." It is this 
which constitutes habit as well in morals as 
m physics. V. Hohbe^a Essay on. Human 
JVa/ure. 



Habit opposes itself to the clearest de- 
monstrations ; these can avail nothing 
against those passions and those vices 
which time has rooted in him — against 
the most ridiculous systems — against 
the strangest customs — especially when 
he has learned to attach to them the 
ideas of utility — of common interest — 
of the welfare of society. Such is the 
source of that obstinacy which man 
evinces for his religion — for ancient 
usages — for unreasonable customs — for 
laws, so little accordant with justice — 
for abuses, which so frequently make 
him suffer — for prejudices of which he 
sometimes acknowledges the absurditv, 
although unwilling to divest himself 
of them. Here is the reason why na- 
tions contemplate the most useful 
novelties as mischievous innovations, 
and believe they would be lost if they 
were to remedy those evils which they 
have learned to consider as necessary 
to their repose, and which they have 
been taught to consider dangerous to 
be cured.* 

Education^ is the only art of making 
man contract in early life, that is to 
say, when his organs are extremely 
flexible, the habits, the opinions, and 
the modes of existence adopted by the 
society in which he is placed. The 
first moments of his infancy are era- 
ployed in collecting experience ; those 
who are charged with the care of bring- 
ing him up, teach him how to apply it.-; 
it is they who develop reason in him:. . 
the first impulse they give him com- 
monly decides of his condition, his 
passions, the ideas he forms to himself 
of happiness, and the means he shall 
employ to procure it — of his virtues 
and his vices. Under the eyes of his 
masters, the infant acquires ideas, 
and learns to associate them — to think 
in a certain manner — to judge well or 
ill. They point out to him various 
objects, which they accustom him 
either to love or to hate, to desire or to 
avoid, to esteem or to despise. It is 
thus opinions are transmitted from 
fathers, from mothers, from nurses, 
and from masters, to man in his infan- 
tile state. It is thus that his mind by 

* Assiduitate quotidiana et consuetudine 
oculorum assriescunt animi, neque admiran- 
tur, neque requirunt rationes eanim renim 
quas vident. Cicero de Natur : Deorum Lib 
n. Cap. 2. 
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degrees saturates itself with truth, or 
fills itself with errour, and as either of 
them regulates his conduct, it renders 
him either happy or miserable, virtuous 
or ricious, estimable or hateful. It is 
thus he becomes either contented or 
discontented with his destiny, accord- 
ing to the objects towards which they 
have directed his passions, and bent the 
ener^es of his mind ; that is to say, 
in which they have shown him his in- 
terest, or taught him to place his felici- 
ty : in conse(]|uence he Loves and seeks 
after that which they have instructed 
him to revere, which they have made 
the object of his research : he has those 
tastes, those inclinations, those phan- 
tasms, which, during the whole course 
of his life, he is forward to indulge, 
which he is ea^er to satisfy, in propor- 
tion to the activity they have excited 
in him, and the capacity with which 
he has been provided by nature. 

Politics ought to be the art of regu- 

/ lating the passions of man, and of di- 
recting them to the welfare of society ; 

. but too frequently it is nothing more 
than the detestable art of arming the 
/ \ passions of the various members .of 
society against each other^ to accom- 
plish their mutual destruction, and fill 
with rancorous animosities that associ- 
ation, from which, if ijroperly manag- 
ed, man ought to derive his felicity. 
Society is commonly so vicious be- 

: cause it is not founded upon nature, 
[Upon experience, upon general utility, 
I but on tne contrary, upon the passions, 
Ithe caprices, the particular interests of 
.those by whom it is governed. 

Politics, to be usenil, should found 
Its principles upon nature; that is to 
say, should conform itself to the es- 
sence of man, and to the great end of so- 
ciety : and society being a whole, form- 
ed by the union of a great number of 

"^ families or individuals, assembled from 
a recipro»"ity of interest in order that 
.they may satisfy with greater facility 
their reciprocal wants, and procure the 
advantages they desire ; that they may 
obtain mutual succours; above ail, 
that they may gain the faculty of en- 
joying in ^pcurity those benefits with 
wSich nature and industry may furnish 
them ; it follows, of course, that poli- 
tics, destined to maintain society, 
ought to enter into its views, facilitate 
the means of giving them efficiency. 



and remove all those obstacles that 
have a tendency to counteract the in- 
tention with which man entered into 
association. 

Man in approximating to his fellow 
man to live with him in society, has 
made, either formally or tacitly, a 
covenant, by which he engages to 
render mutual services, and to do noth- 
ing tliat can be prejudicial to his neigh- 
bour. But as the nature of each indi- 
vidual impels him constantly to seek 
after his own welfare, which he has 
mistaken to consist in the gratification 
of his passions, in the indulgence of 
his transitory caprices, without any re- 
gard to the convenience of his fellows ; 
there needed a power to conduct him 
back to his duty, to oblige him to con- 
form himself to his obligations, and to 
recall him to engagements which the 
hurry of his passions frequently make 
him forget. This power is the iaw; 
it is the collection ot the will of society, 
reunited to fix the conduct of its mem- 
bers, and to direct their action in such 
a mode that it may concur to the great 
end of his association. 

But as society, more especially when 
very numerous, cannot assemble itself 
unless with great difficulty, and without 
tumult make known its intentions, it is 
obliged to choose citizens in whom it 
places confidence ; whom it makes the 
interpreter of its will ; whom it consti- 
tutes the depositaries of the power 
requisite to carry it into execution. 
Such is the origin of all goverrimejit, 
which to be legitimate can only be 
founded on the free consent of society — 
without which it is violence, usurpation, 
robbery. Those who are charged with 
the care of governing, call themselves 
sovereigns, chiefs, legislators, and, 
according to the form which society 
has been willing to give to its govern- 
ment, these sovereigns are styled mon- 
archs, magistrates, represfittatives, 
(fee. Grovernment only borrows its 
power from society: being established 
for no other purpose than its welfare, 
it is evident society can revoke this 
power whenever its interest shall exact 
It — change the form of its government — 
extend or limit the power which it has 
confided to its chiefs, over whom, bv 
the immutable laws of nature, it al- 
ways conseires a supreme authority; 
because these lawa eiijo\n,t.\i«XxVie^rt 
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shall always remain subordinate to the 
whole. 

Thus sovereigns are the ministers of 
society — its interpreters — the deposita- 
ries of a greater or of a less portion of 
its power, but they are not its absolute 
masters, neither are they the proprietors 
of nations. By a covenant, either ex- 
pressed or implied, they engage them- 
selves to watch over the maintenance, 
and to occupy themselves with the 
welfare, of society ; it is only upon 
these conditions tnat society consents 
to obey them. The price ot obedience 
is protection.* No society upon earth 
was ever willing or competent to confer 
irrevocably upon its chiefs the right of 
doing it injury. Such a compact would 
be annulled by nature ; because she 
wills that each society, the same as 
each individual of the human species, 
shall tend to its own conservation ; it 
has not, therefore, the capacity to con- 
sent to its permanent misery. 

Laws, in order tha"t they may be just, 
ought invariably to have for their end 
the general interest of society ; that is 
to say, to assure to the greater number 
of citizens those advantages for which 
man originally associated. These ad- 
vantages are, liberty, property, secu- 
rity. 

Liberty, to man, is the faculty of 
doing, for his own peculiar happiness, 
every thing which does not injure or 
diminish the happiness of his associates : 
in associating, each individual renounc- 
ed the exercise of that portion of his 
natural liberty, which would be able to 
prejudice or injure the liberty of his 
fellows. The exercise of that liberty 
which is injurious to society is called 
licentiousness. Property is the faculty 
of enjoying those advantages which 
spring from labour— those benefits which 
industry or talent has procured to each 
member of society. Security is the 
certitude that each individual ought to 
have, of enjoying in his person and his 
property, the protection of the laws, as 
long as he shall faithfully perform his 
engagements with society. Jitstice 
assures to all the members of society. 



• There ought to be a reciprocity of interest 
between the governed and the governor : when- 
ever this reciprocity is wanting, society is in 
that state of confusion, spoken of in the fifth 
ehapt&r,-^i is verging on destruction. 



the possession of those advantages ot 
rights which belong to them. From 
this it will appear, that, without justice, 
society is not in a condition to procure 
the happiness of any man. Justice is 
also called equity, because, by the 
assistance of tne laws, made to com- 
mand the whole, she reduces all its 
members to a state of equality ; that is 
to say, she prevents them from prevail- 
ing one over the other by the inequality 
which nature or industry may have 
made between their respective powers. 
Rights are every thing which society, 
by equitable laws, permits each indi- , 
vidual to do for his own peculiar felicity. 
These rights are evidently limited by 
the invariable end of all association; 
society has, on its part, rights over all 
its members, by virtue of the advantages 
which it procures for them ; all its mem- 
bers, in turn, have a right to claim from 
society, or secure from its ministers, 
those advantages for the procuring of 
which they congregated, and renomiced 
a portion of their natural liberty. A 
society of which the chiefs, aided by 
the laws, do not procure any ^ood for 
its members, evidently loses its right 
over them: those chiefs who injure 
society, lose the right of commanding. 
It is not our country without it secures 
the welfare of its inhabitants ; a society 
without equity contains only enemies ; 
a society oppressed is composed only 
of tyrants and slaves; slaves are in- 
capable of being citizens ; it is liberty — 
property — security, that render our 
country dear to us ; and it is the true 
love of his country that forms the 
citizen.f 

For want of having a proper know- 
ledge of these truths, or for want of 
applying them when known, some na- 
tions have become unhappy — have con- 
tained nothing but a vile heap of slaves, 
separated from each other, and detached 
from society, which neither procures for 
them any good, nor secures to them any 
one advantage. In consequence of the 
imprudence of some nations, or of the 
craft, the cunning, the violence of those 
to whom they have confided the power 
of making laws, and of caffrying them 
into execution, their sovereigns have 
rendered themselves absolute masters 

t An ancient poet has justly said, Servorum 
nulla est unquam cimtas. 
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)f society-. These, loistaking the true 
source oi their power, pretended to hold 
It from heaven ; to be acc^puntable for 

-^ their actions to God alone; to owe 
nothing to society, in a word, to be 
Gods upon earth, and to possess the 
right of governing arbitrarily, as tlie 
Gtod or Gods alwve. From thence 
politics became corrupted, they were 
only a mockery. Such nations, dis- 
graced and grown contemptible, did 
not dare resist the will of their chiefs — 
their laws were nothing more than the 
expression of the caprice of these chiefs ; 
pabljc welfare was sacrificed to their 
peculiar interests — the force of society 
was turned against itself— its members 
withdrew to attach themselves to its 
oppressors, to its tyrants; these, to 
seduce them, permitted them to injure 
it with iinpunity. to profit by its mis- 
f(»rtunes. Thus uoerty, justice, security, 
virtue, were banished from many na- 

. tions — politics was no longer any thing 
more than the art of availing itself of 
the forces of a people, of the treasure 
ci society, of dividing it on the subject 

' of its interest, in order to subjugate it 
' bv itself: at length a stupid and me- 
chanical habit made them love their 

^ J chains. 

^ Man, when he has nothing to fear, 
presently becomes wicked ; he who 
oelieves he has not occasion for his 
fellow, persuades himself he may fol- 
low the inclinations of his heart, with- 
lout caution or discretion. Thus, fear 
is the only obstacle society can efifectu- 
ally oppose to the passions of its chiefs: 
without it they will quickly become 
corrupt, and will not scruple to avail 
themselves of the means society has 
placed in their hands to make them 
accomplice:} in their iniquity. To pre- 
vent these abuses it is requisite society 
should set bounds to its confidence ; 
■ should liniit the power which it dele- 
I gates to its chiefs; should reserve to 
. Itself a sufficient portion of authority 
to prevent them from injuring it; it 
must establish prudent checks ; it must 
cautiously divide the powers it confers, 
because united it will be infallibly 
oppressed. The slightest reflection will 
make men feel, that the burden of 
governing is too ponderous to be borne 
by an individual — that the scope and 
the multiplicity of his duties must 
always render him negligent — that the 



extent of his power has ever a tendency 
to render him mischievous. In short, 
the experience of all ages will convince 
nations that man is continually tempted 
to the abuse of power: that therefore 
the sovereign ought to be subject to the 
law, not the law to the sovereign. 

Government has necessarily an equal 
influence over the philosophy as over 
the morals of nations. In the same 
manner that its care produces labour, 
activity, abundance, salubrity, justice, 
and its negligence induces idleness, 
sloth, discouragement, penury, conta- 
gion, injustice, vices and crimes. It 
depends upon government either to 
foster industry, mature genius, give a 
spring to talents, or to stifle them. 
Indeed, government, the distributer of 
dignities, of riches, of rewards, 'of pun- 
ishments — the master of those objects 
in which man from his infancy has 
learned to place his felicity — acquires 
a necessary influence over his conduct ; 
it kindles his passions ; gives them 
direction; makes him instrumental lo 
whatever purpose it pleases: it modiiies 
him; determines bis manners; which 
in a whole people, as in the individual, 
is nothing more than the conduct, or 
the general system of wills and of 
actions that necessarily result from his 
education, his government, his laws, 
his religious opinions, his institutions, 
whether rational or irrational. In short, 
manners are the habits of a people : 
these are good whenever society draws 
from them true and solid happiness ; 
they are detestable in the eye of reason, 
when the happiness of society does not 
spring from them, and when they have 
nothing more in their favour than the 
suffrage of time, or the countenance of 
prejudice, which rarely consults expe- 
rience and good sense. If experience 
be consulted, it will be found there is 
no action, however abominable, that 
has not received the applause of some 
people. Parricide — the sacrifice of 
children- robbery — usurpation — cruel- 
ty — intolerance — prostitution, have all 
in their turn been licer.sed actions, 
and have been deemed laudable and 
meritorious deeds with some nations 
of the earth. Above all. Religion has 
consecrated the most unreasonable, the 
most revolting customs. 

Man's passions depending on the 
motion of attraction and of repulsion 
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of which he is rendered susceptible by 
nature, who enables him, by his pecu- 
liar essence, to be attracted by those 
objects which appear useful to him, to 
be repelled by those which he considers 
prejudicial; it follows that government, 
by holding the magnet, has the power 
either of restraining them, or of giving 
them a favourable or an unfavourable 
direction. All his passions are con- 
stantly limited by either loving or 
hating — seeking or avoiding — desiring 
or fearing. These passions, so neces- 
sary to the conservation ot man, are 
a consequence of his organization, and 
display themselves with more or less 
energy, according to his temperament : 
education and habit develop them, and 
government conducts them towards 
those objects which it believes itself 
interested in making desirable to its 
subjects. The various names which 
have been given to these passions are 
relative to the different objects by which 
they are excited, such as pleasure — 
grandeur — riches, which produce volup- 
tuousness — ambition — vanity— -avarice. 
If the source of those passions which 
predominate in nations be attentively 
examined, it will be commonly found 
in their governments. It is the impulse 
received from their chiefs that renders 
them sometimes warlike — sometimes 
superstitious — sometimes aspiring after 
glory— sometimes greedy after wealth— 
sometimes rational — sometimes unrea- 
sonable. If sovereigns, in order to 
enlighten and to render happy their 
dominions, were to employ only the 
tenth part of the vast expenditures 
which they lavish, and only a tithe of 
the pains which they employ to stupify 
them — to deceive them — to afflict them, 
their subjects would presently be as 
wise and as happy, as they are now 
remarkable for being blind, ignorant, 
and miserable. 

Let the vain project of destroying 
passions from the heart of man be 
abandoned; let an effort be made to 
direct them towards objects that may 
be useful to himself and to his associates. 
Let education, let government, let the 
laws, habituate him to restrain his pas- 
sions within those just bounds which 
experience and reason prescribe. Let 
the ambitious have honours, titles, dis- 
tinctions, power, when they shall have 
lise/bJly served their country; let riches 



be given to those who covet them, when \ 
they shall have rendered themselves 
necessary to their fellow citizens; let 
eulogies encourage those who shall be 
actuated by the love of glory. In short, 
let the passions of man have a free 
course, whenever there shall result from 
their exercise real and durable advan- 
tages to society. Let education kindle 
only those which are truly beneficial to^. 
the human species ; let it favour those • 
alone which are really necessary to the '' 
maintenance of society. The passions 
of man are dangerous, only because 
every thin^ conspires to give them an 
evil direction. 

Nature does not make man either 
good or wicked;* she combines ma- 
chiues more or less active, mobile, and 
energetic; she furnishes him with or- 
gans, with temperament, of which his 
passions, more or less impetuous, are 
the necessary consequence ; these pas- 
sions have always his happiness for 
their object; therefore they are legiti- 
mate and natural, and they can only 
be called bad or good, relatively to the 
influence they have on the beings of 
his species. Nature gives man legs 
proper to sustain his weight, necessary 
to transport him from one place to 
another ; the care of those who rear 
them, strengthens them; habituates him 
to avail himself of them; accustoms 
him to make either a good or a bad use 
of them. The arm which he has re- 
ceived from nature is neither good nor 
bad ; it is necessary to a great number 
of the actions of life ; nevertheless the 
use of this arm becomes criminal if he 
has contracted the habit of using it to 
rob or to assassinate, with a view lo 
obtain that money which he has been 
taught from his infancy to desire ; which 
the society in which he lives renders 
necessary to him, but which his industry 
will enable him to obtain without doing 
injury to his fellow man. 

The heart of man is a soil which 
nature has made equally suitable to 
the production of brambles or of useful 
grain — of deleterious poison or of re- 
freshing fruit, by virtue of the seeds 
which may be sown in it^by the cul- 
tivation that may be bestowed upon it. 
In his infancy those objects are pointed 

* Seneca has said with great reason, — Erras 
si existimes vitia nobiscum nasci ; supervene- 
runt, ingesta sunt. V. Senec. Episl. 91, 95, 124 
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out to him which he is to estimate or to 
despise — to seek after or to avoid — to 
^ove or to hate. It is his parents and 
his instructers who render him either 
virtuous or wicked — wise or unreason- 
able — studious or dissipated — steady or 
trifUng — solid or vain. Their example 
- and their discourse modifv him through 
his whole life, teaching him what are 
the things he ought either to desire or 
to avoid: he desires them in conse- 
quence ; and he imposes on himself 
the cask of obtaining them accordinp; 
to the energy of his temperament, which 
ever decides the force of his passions. 
It is thus that education, by mspiring 
him with opinions and ideas either true 
or false, gives him those primitive im- 
pulsions after which he acts in a man- 
ner either advantageous or prejudicial, 
both to himself and to others. Man, 
j at his birth, brings with him into the 
! world nothing but the necessity of con- 
^ serving himself and of rendering his 
existence happy : instruction, example, 
the customs oi the world, present him 
with the meaus^ either real or imagi- 
nary, of achievmg it; habit procures 
^' for mm the facility of employing these 
means ; and he attaches himself strongly 
to those he judges best calculated to 
secure to him the possession of those 
objects which he has learned to desire 
as the preferable good attached to his 
existence. Whenever his education, 
whenever the examples which have 
been aiforded him, whenever the means 
with which he has been provided, are 
approved by reason, are the result of 
/ experience, every thing concurs to ren- 
der him virtuous: habit streno^thens 
these dispositions in him; and ne be- 
comes, in consequence, a useful mem- 
ber of society, to the interests of which 
every thing ought to prove to him that 
his own permanent well-being is neces- 
sarily allied. If, on the contrary, his 
education — his institutions — the exam- 
ples which are set before him — the 
opinions which are suggested to him 
in his infancy, are of a nature to exhibit 
to his mind vurtue as useless and repug- 
nant, and vice as useful and congenial 
to his own individual happiness, he will 
oecome vicious; he will believe him- 
self interested in injuring society; he 
will be carried along by the general 
current : he will renounce virtue, which 
to him will no longer be any thing more 
No. III.— 10 



than a vain idol, without attractions to 
induce him to follow it ; without charms 
to tempt his adoration, because it will 
appear to exact tbat he should immolate 
at its shrine all those objects which he 
has been constantly taught to consider 
the most dear to himself and as benefits 
the most desirable. 

In order that man may become vir- 
tuous, it is absolutely requisite that he 
should have an interest or should find 
advantages in practising virtue. For 
this end, it is necessary that education 
should implant in him reasonable ideas; 
that public opinion should lean towards 
virtue as the most desirable good ; that 
example should point it out as the object 
most worthy esteem ; that government 
should faithfully reward it ; that honour 
should always accompany its practice ; 
that vice and crime should invariably 
be despised and punished. Is virtue in 
this situation amongst men ? Does the 
education of man infuse into him just 
ideas of happiness; true notions of 
virtue; dispositions really favourable 
to the beings with whom he is to live ? 
The examples spread before him, are 
they suitable to innocence of manners 1 
are they calculated to make him respect 
decency — to cause him to love probity — 
to practise honesty— to value good faith— 
to esteem equity — to revere conjugal 
fidelity — to observe exactitude in ml- 
filling his duties ? Religion, which 
alone pretends to regulate his manners, 
does it render him sociable — does it 
make him pacific — does it teach him 
to be humane ? The arbiters of society, 
are they faithful in rewarding those 
who have best served their country, 
in punishing those who have plundered, 
divided, and ruined it? Justice, does 
she hold her scales with an even hand 
between all the citizens of the state? 
The laws, do they never support the 
strong against the weak • favour the 
rich against the poor ; uphold the happy 
against the miserable? In short, is it 
an uncommon spectacle to Sehold crime 
frequently justified, or crowned with 
success, insolently triumphing over that 
merit which it disdains, over that virtue 
which it outrages ? Well, then, in 
societies thus constituted, virtue can 
only be heard by a very small number 
of peaceable citizens, who know how 
to estimate its value, and who enjoy it 
in secret. For the others, it is onl\ a 
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disrating object, as they see in it 
notniag but the supposed enemy to 
thtir happiness, or the censor of their 
individual conduct. 

If man, according to his nature, is 
necessitated to desire his welfare, he 
is equally obliged to cherish the means 
by which he believes it is to be acquired : 
it would be useless, and perhaps unjust, 
to demand that a man should be virtu- 
ous^ if he could not be so without ren- 
denn^ himself miserable. Whenever 
he thmks vice renders him happy, he 
must necessarily lovte vice ; whenever 
he sees inutility or crime rewarded and 
honoured, what interest will he find in 
occupying himself with the happiness 
of his fellow creatures, or in restraining 
the fury of his passions ? In fine, when- 
ever his mind is saturated with false 
ideas and dangerous opinions, it follows 
of course that his whole conduct will 
become nothing more than a long chain 
of errours, a series of depraved actions. 

We are informed, that the savages, 
m order to flatten the heads of their 
children, squeeze them between two 
boards, by that means preventing them 
from taking the shape designed for 
them by nature. It is pretty nearly the 
same thing with the institutions of 
man ; they commonly conspire to coun- 
te.act nature — to constrain — to divert 
— to extinguish the impulse nature has 
given him, to substitute others which 
are the source of all his misfortunes. 
In almost all the countries of the earth 
man is bereft of truth, is fed with false- 
hoods, is amused with marvellous chi- 
meras : he is treated like those children 
whose members are, by the imprudent 
care of their nurses, swathed with little 
fillets, bound up with rollers, which 
deprive them of the free use of their 
limbs, obstruct their growth, prevent 
their activity, and oppose themselves 
to their healtn. 

Most of the religious opinions of man 
have for their object only to display to 
him his supreme felicity in those illu- 
sions for which they kindle his passions : 
but as the phantoms which are present- 
ed to his imagination are incapable of 
Deing considered in the same light by all 
who contemplate them, he is perpetually 
m dispute concerning these objects ; he 
nates and persecutes his neighbour — 
nis neighbour in turn persecutes him — 
ne believes in doing this he is doing 



well ; that in committing the greatest 
crimes to sustain his opinions he is act- 
ing ri^ht. It is thus religion infatuates 
man from his infancy, fills him with 
vanity and fanaticism: if he has a 
heated imagination it drives him on to 
fury ; if he has activity, it makes him 
a madman, who is frequently as cruel 
to himself, as he is dangerous and iu> 
commodious to others : if, on the con- 
trary, he be phlegmatic or of a slothful 
habit, he becomes melancholy and is 
useless to society. 

Public opinion every instant offers to 
man's contemplation lalse ideas of ho 
nour and wrong notions of glory: it 
attaches his esteem not only to irivo- 
lous advantages, but also to prejudicial 
and injurious actions, which example 
authorizes — which prejudice conse- 
crates — which habit precludes him from 
viewing with disgust, from eying with 
the horrour they merit. Indeed, habit 
familiarizes his mind with the most 
absurd ideas — with the most unreason- 
able customs — with the most blame- 
able actions — with prejudices the most 
contrary to his own interests, the most 
detrimental to the society in which he 
lives. He finds nothing strange, noth- 
ing singular, nothing despicable, noth- 
ing ridiculous, except those opinions 
and those objects to which he is him- 
self unaccustomed. There are coun- 
tries in which the most laudable actions 
appear very blameable and extremely 
ridiculous, and where the foulest, the 
most diabolical actions, pass for very 
honest and perfectly rational.* 

Authority commonly believes itself 
interested in maintaining the received 
opinions ; those prejudices and those 
errours which it considers requisite to 
the maintenance of its power, are sus- 
tained by force, whicn is never ration- 
— ^— \ 

* In some nations they kill the old men; in 
some the children strangle their fathers. The 
Phenicians and the Gartnagenians immolated 
their children to their Gods. Europeans ap- 
prove duels ; and those who refuse to blow 
out the brains of another are contemplated by 
them as dishonoured. The Spaniards, the 
Portuguese, think it meritorious to bum a 
heretic. Ghristians deem it right to cut the 
throats of those who differ from them in opi- 
nion. In some countries women prostitute 
themselves without dishonour ; in others it is 
the height of hospitality for man to present 
his wife to the embraces of the stranger : the 
refusal to accept this, elicits his scorn, calla 
forth his resentment 
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al. Princes filled with deceptive im- 
Sjg^es of happiness ; with mistaken no- 
tions of power ; with erroneous opin- 
ions of grandeur ; with false ideas of 
glory J are surrounded with flattering 
courtiers, who are interested in keeping 
up the delusion of their masters : these 
contemptible men have acquired ideas 
of virtue only that they may outrage 
it : by degrees they corrupt the people, 
these become depraved, lend them- 
selves to their debaucheries, pander to 
the vices of the great, then make a 
merit of imitating them in their irregu- 
larities. A court is the true focus of 
the corruption of a people. 

This is the true source of moral evil. 
It is thus that every thing conspires to 
render man vicious^ to give a fatal im- 
pulse tp his soul ; from whence results 
the general confusion of society, which 
becomes unhappy from the misery of 
almost every one of its members. The 
strongest motive-powers are put in ac- 
tion to inspire man with a passion for 
t futile or indifferent objects, which 
make him become dangerous to his 
fellow man by the means which he is 
compelled to employ in order to obtain 
them. Those wno have the charge of 
guiding his steps, either impostors 
themselves, or the dupes to their own 
prejudices, forbid him to hearken to 
reason j they make truth appear dan- 
gerous to him, and exhibit errour as re- 
quisite to his welfare, not only in this 
world but in the next. In short, habit 
strongly attaches him to his irrational 
opinions — to his perilous inclinations 
— to his blind passion for objects either 
useless or dangerous. Here then is the 
reason why for the most part man finds 
himself necessarily determined to evil ; 
the reason why the passions, inherent 
in his nature and necessary to his con- 
servation, become the instruments of 
his destruction, the bane of that society 
which they ought to preserve. Here, 
then, the reason why society becomes 
a state of warfare, and why it does 
nothing but assemble enemies, who are 
envious of each other and always rivals 
for the prize. If some virtuous beings 
are to be found in these societies, thev 
must be sought for in the very small 
number of those, who, born with a 
phlegmatic temperament, have moder- 
ate passions, who therefore either do 
not aesire at al^ or desire very feebly, 



those objects with which their associ 
ates are continually inebriated. 

Man's nature diversely cultivated, 
decides upon his faculties, as well cor 
poreal as intellectual — ujx)n lil< quali 
ties, as well moral as physical. The 
man who is of a sanguine, robust con- 
stitution, must necessarily have strong 
passions : he who is of a bilious, me- 
lancholy habit, will as necessarily have 
fantastical and gloomy passions: the 
man of a gay turn, of a sprightly ima- 
gination, will have cheerful passions , 
while the man, in whom phlegm 
abounds, will have those which are 
gentle, or which have a very slight de- 
gree of violence. It appears to be upon 
the equilibrium of the numours that de- 
pends the state of the man who is call- 
ed virtuous : his temperament seems 
to be the result of a combination, in 
which the elements or principles are 
balanced with such precision, that no 
one passion predominates over another, 
or carries into his machine more dis- 
order than its neighbour. Habit, as 
we have seen, is man's nature modifi- 
ed: this latter furnishes the matter; 
education, domestic example, national 
manners, give it the form : these acting 
on his temperament, make him either 
reasonable or irrational, enlightened or 
stupid, a fanatic or a hero, an enthu- 
thiast for the public good, or an un- 
bridled criminal, a wise man smitten 
with the advantages of virtue or a liber- 
tine plunged into every kind of vice. 
All the varieties of the moral man de- 
pend on the diversity of his ideas, 
which are themselves arranged and 
combined in his brain by the interven- 
tion of his senses. His temperament 
is the produce of physical substances ; 
his habits are the efiect of physical mo- 
difications ; the opinions, whether good 
or bad, injurious or beneficial, true or 
false, which form themselves in his 
mind, are never more than the effect of 
those physical impulsions which the 
brain receives by the medium of the 
senses. 



CHAPTER X. 

T7u Soul does not derive Us Ideas from Use^, 
JR has no innate Ideas. 

What has preceded suffices to prove 
that the interior organ of man, which 
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is called his soul, is purely material. 
He will be enabled to convince him- 
self of this truth, by; the manner in 
which he acquires his ideas ; from those 
impressions, which material objects 
successively make on his organs, which 
are .themselves acknowledged to be 
material. It has been seen that the fa- 
culties which are called intellectual, 
are to be ascribed to that of feeling ; 
the diflferent qualities of those faculties, 
which are called moral, have been ex- 
plained after the necessary laws of a 
very simple mechanism: it now re- 
mains to reply to those who still ob- 
stinately persist in making the soul 
a substance distinguished from the 
body, or who insist on giving it an 
essence totally distinct. They seem 
to found their distinction upon this, 
that this interior organ has the faculty 
of drawing its ideas from within itself; 
they will have it that man, at his birth, 
brings with him ideas into the world, 
' which according to this wonderful no- 
tion, they have called innate.* They 
have believed, then, that the soul, by a 
special privilege, in a nature where 
every thmg is connected, enjoyed the 
faculty of moving itself without receiv- 
ing any impulse ; of creating to itself 
ideas, of thmking on a subject, without 
being determined to such action by any 
exterior object, which, by moving its 
organs, should furnish it with an image 
of the subject of its thoughts. In con- 
sequence of these gratuitous supposi- 
tions, which it is only requisite to ex- 
pose in order to confute, some very able 
speculators, who were prepossessed by 
their superstitious prejudices, have 
ventured the length to assert, that, 
without model, without prototype, to 
act on the senses, the soul is competent 

* Some ancient philosophers have held, that 
the soul originally contains the principles of 
several notions or doctnnes: the Stoics de- 
signated this by the term Il^oAr?4'f» anticipa- 
ted opinions ; the Greek mathematicians 
Ko/vAc Evv3/itc, universal ideas. The Jews 
have a similar doctrine which thejr borrowed 
from the Chaldeans; their Rabbins taught 
that each soul, before it was united to the 
seed that must form an infant in the womb 
of a wonian, is confided to the care of an 
angel, which causes him to behold heaven, 
earth, and hell : this, they pretend, is done by 
the assistance of a lamp which extinguishes 
itself, as soon as the infant comes into the 
woAa. See Gavlmin, De vita et morte 



to delineate lo itself the whole uni- 
verse, with all the beings it contains 
Descartes and his disciples have as- 
sured us, that the body went absolutely 
for nothing in the sensations or ideas 
of the soul; that it can feel — that it 
can perceive, understand, taste, and 
touch, even when there should exist 
nothing that is corporeal or material 
exterior to ourselves. 

But what shall be said of a Berke- 
ley, who has endeavoured 10 prove to 
man, that every thing in this world is 
nothing more than a chimerical illu- 
sion, and that the universe exists no- 
where but in himself: that it has no 
identity but in his imagination ; who 
has rendered the existence of all things 
problematical by the aid of sophisms, 
msolvable even to those who maintain 
the doctrine of the spirituality of the 

soul.t 

To justify such monstrous opinions, 
they assert that ideas are only the ob- 
jects of thought. But according to 
the last analysis, these ideas can only 
reach man from exterior objects, whicb 
in giving impulse to his senses, modify 
his brain ; or from the material beings 
contained within the interior of his 
machine, who make some parts of his 
body experience those sensations which 
he perceives, and which furnish him 
with ideas, which he relates, faithfully 
or otherwise, to the cause that moves 
him. Each idea is an effect, but how- 
ever difficult it may be to recur to the 
cause, can we possibly suppose it is 
not ascribable to a cause? If we can 
only form ideas of material substances, 

t Extravagant as this doctrine of the bishop 
of Cloyne may appear, it cannot well be more 
80 than that of Malebranche, the champion 
of innate ideas, who makes the divinity the 
common bond between the soul and the body : 
or than that of those metaphysicians who 
maintain, that the soul is a substance hetero- 
geneous to the body, and, who, by ascribing 
to this soul the thoughts of man, have, in fact, 
rendered the body superfluous. They have 
not perceived, they were liable to one solid 
objection, which is, that if the ideas of man 
are innate, if he derives theni from a superior 
being, independent of exterior causes, if he 
sees every thing in God ; how comes it that 
so many false ideas are afloat, that so many 
errours prevail with which the human mind is 
saturated 7 From whence come those opin- 
ions which, according to the theologians, are 
80 displeasing to God? Might it not be a 

2uestion to the Malebranchists, was it in the 
hvinjtv ♦*»«♦ fihr^iniMia beheld his system? 
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how can we suppose the cause of our 
ideas can possibly be immaterial ? To 
pretend that man, without the aid of 
exterior objects, without the interven- 
tion of his senses, is competent to form 
ideas of the universe, is to assert, that 
a blind man is in a capacity to form a 
true idea of a picture that represents 
some fact of which he has never heard 
any one speak. 

It is very easy to perceive the source 
of those errours into which men, other- 
wise extremely profound and very en- 
lightened, have fallen, when they have 
been desirous to speak of the soul and 
of its operations. Obliged, either by 
their own prejuvHces, or by the fear of 
combating the opinions oi an imperi- 
ous theology, they have become the 
advocates of the principle, that the 
soul was a pure spirit^ an immaterial 
substance, of an essence directly dif- 
ferent from that of the body, or from 
every thing we behold : this granted, 
they have been incompetent to conceive 
how material objects could operate, or 
in what manner gross and corporeal 
organs were enabled to act on a sub- 
stance that had no kind of analogy with 
them, and how they were in a capacity 
to modify it by conveying it ideas ; in 
the impossibility of explaining this phe- 
nomenon, at the same time perceiving 
that the soul had ideas, they concluded 
that it must draw them from itself, and 
not from those beings, which accord- 
ing to their own hypothesis, were in- 
capable of acting on it 5 they therefore 
imagined that all the modincations of 
this soul, sprung from its own peculiar 
energy, were imprinted on it from its 
first formation by the author of nature 
— an immaterial being like itself; and 
that these did not in any manner de- 
pend upon the beings of which we 
have a Knowledge, or which act upon 
it by the gross means of our senses. 

There are, however, some phenom- 
ena which, considered superficially, 
appear to support the opinion of these 
philosophers, and to announce a facul- 
ty in the human soul of producing ideas 
within itself, without any exterior aid ; 
these are dreams^ in which the interior 
organ of man, deprived of objects that 
move it visibly, does not, however, 
cease to have ideas, to be set in ac- 
tivity, and to be modified in a manner 
that is sufi&ciently sensible to have an 



influence upon his body. But if a little 
reflection be called in, the sofution to 
this difficulty will be found : it will be 
perceived, that, even during sleep, his 
brain is supplied with a multitude of 
ideas, with which the eve or time be- 
fore has stocked it ; these ideas were 
communicated to it by exterior and cor 
p .real objects, by which it has been 
modified : it will be found that these 
modifications renew themselves, not by 
any spontaneous or voluntary motion 
on its part, but by a chain oi involun- 
tary movements which tak^j place in 
his machine, which delertiimv or ex- 
cite those that give play to .1)^ brain; 
these modifications renew i... iselves 
with more or less fidelity, with a great- 
er or lesser degree of conformity to 
those which it has anteriorly experi- 
enced. Sometimes in dreaming he has 
memory, then he retraces to himself 
the objects which have struck him 
faithfully ; at other times, these modi- 
fications renew themselves without 
order, without connexion, or very dif- 
ferently from those which real objects 
have before excited m his interior 
organ. If in a dream he believe he 
sees a friend, his brain renews in itself 
the modifications or the ideas which 
this friend had formerly excited, in the 
same order that they arranged them- 
selves when his eyes really beheld 
him ; this is nothing more than an ef- 
fect of memory. If, in his dream, he 
fancy he sees a monster which has no 
model in nature, his brain is then mo- 
dified in the same manner that it was 
by the particular or detached ideas with 
which it then does nothing more than 
compose an ideal whole, by assembling 
and associating, in a ridiculous man 
ner, the scattered ideas that were con- 
signed to its keepino; ; it is then, that 
in dreaming he has imagination. 

Those dreams that are troublesome, 
extravagant, whimsical, or unconnect- 
ed, are commonly the efiect of some 
confusion in his machine; such as 
painful indigestion, an overheated 
blood, a prejudicial fermentation, &c. 
— these material causes excite in his 
body a disoiderly motion, which pre- 
cludes the brain from being modified 
in the same manner it was on the day 
before ; in consequence of this irregu- 
lar motion, the brain is disturbed, it 
only represents to \tse\i Q:wil\i^^^*\^'i3is 
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that want coDnexion. When in a 
dream he believes he sees a sphinx,* 
either he has seen the representation 
of one when he was awake, or else the 
disorderly motion of the brain is such, 
that it causes it to combine ideas, to 
connect parts, from which there results 
a whole without model, of which the 
parts were not formed to be united, 
it is thus, that his brain combines the 
head of a woman, of which it already 
has the idea, with the body of a lioness, 
of which it also has the image. In this 
his head acts in the same manner as 
when, by any defect in the interior or- 
gan, his disordered imagination paints 
to him some objects, notwithstanding 
he is awake. He frequently dreams 
without being asleep: his dreams never 
produce any thing so strange but that 
they have some resemblance with the 
objects which have anteriorly acted on 
his senses, or have already communi- 
cated ideas to his brain. The crafty 
theologians have composed at their 
leisure, and in their waking hours, those 
phantoms of which they avail them- 
selves to terrify man ; they have done 
nothing more than assemble the scat- 
tered traits which they have found in 
the most terrible beings of their own 
species ; by exaggerating the powers 
and the rights claimed by tyrants, they 
have formed Gods before whom man 
trembles. 

Thus it is seen that dreams, far from 
proving that the soul acts by its own 
peculiar energy, or draws its ideas from 
Its own recesses, prove, on the contrary, 
that in sleep it is entirely passive, that 
it does not even renew its modifica- 
tions, but according to the involuntary 
confusion, which physical causes pro- 
duce in the body, of which every thing 
tends to show the identity and the con- 
substantiality with the soul. What 
appears to have led those into a mis- 
take, who maintained that the soul 
drew its ideas from itself, is this, they 
have contemplated these ideas as if 
they were real beings, when, in point 
of tact, they are nothing more than the 
modifications produced in the brain of 
man by objects to which this brain is 

* A being supposed by the poets to have a 

head and face like a woman, a body like a 

dog, wings like a bird, and claws like a lion, 

fvlio put forth riddles and killed those who 

eouldnot expound them. 



a stranger; they are these objects, wno 
are the true models or archetypes to 
which it is necessary to recui* : here is 
the source of their errours. 

In the individual who dreams, the 
soul does not act more from itself than 
it does in the man who is drunk, that 
is to say, who is modified by some 
spirituous liquor ; or than it does in the 
sick man when he is delirious, that is 
to say, when he is modified by those 
physical causes which disturb his ma- 
chme in the performance of its func- 
tions; or than it does in him whose 
brain is disordered : dreams, like these 
various states, announce nothing more 
than a physical confusion in the human 
machine, under the influence of which 
the brain ceases to act after a precise 
and regular manner : this disorder may 
be traced to physical causes, such as 
the aliments, the humours, the combina- 
tions, the fermentations, which are but 
little analogous to the salutary state of 
man ; from which it will appear, that 
his brain is necessarily confused when- 
ever his body is agitated in an extra- 
ordinary manner. 

Do not let him, therefore, believe that 
his soul acts by itself, or without a 
cause, in any one moment of his exist- 
ence; it is, conjointly with the body, 
submitted to the impulse of beings* who 
act on him necessarily*, and according 
to their various properties. Wine, taken 
in too great a quantity, necessarily dis- 
turbs his ideas, causes confusion m his 
corporeal functions, occasions disorder 
in his mental faculties. 

If there really existed a being in 
nature with the capability of moving 
itself by its own peculiar energies, that 
is to say, able to produce motion inde- 
pendent of all other causes, such a 
being would have the power of arrest 
ing itself, or of suspending the motion 
of the universe, which b nothing more 
than an immense chain of causes linked 
one to the other, acting and reacting 
by necessary and by immutable laws, 
which cannot be changed or suspended, 
unless the essences of every thing in it 
were changed — nay, annihilated. In 
the general system of the world, nothing 
more can be perceived than a long series 
of motion, received and communicated 
in succession by beings capacitated to 
give impulse to each other: it is thus 
that ** ' ' "''•" '" -nove'l hv the collision 
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of some other body. The invisible mo- 
Uon of his soul is to be attributed to 
causes concealed within himself; he 
believes that it is moved by itself, 
because he does not see the springs 
which put it in motion, or because he 
conceives those moiive-powers are in- 
capable of producing the effects he so 
much admires : but, does he more 
clearly conceive how a spark in ex- 
ploding gunpowder is capable of pro- 
ducing the terrible effects he witnesses? 
/The source of his errours arises from 
/ this, that he regards his body as gross 
.^ and inert, whilst this body is a sensible 
' machine, which has necessarily an 
instantaneous conscience the moment 
it receives an impression, and which is 
conscious of its own existence by the 
recollection of impressions successively 
experienced ; memory, by resuscitating 
an impression anteriorly received, by 
detaining it, or by causing an impression 
which it receives to remain, whilst it 
associates it with another, then, with 
a third, gives all the mechanism of 
reasoning. 

An idea, which is only an impercep- 
tible modification of the brain, gives 
play to the organ of speech, which dis- 
plays itself by the motion it excites in 
the tongue: this, in its turn, breeds 
ideas, thoughts, passions, in those beings 
who are provided with organs suscep- 
tible of receiving analogous motion; 
in consequence of which, the wills of 
a great number of men are influenced, 
who, combining their efforts, produce 
a revolution in a state, or even have an 
influence over the entire globe. It is 
thus that an Alexander decided the 
fate of Asia ; it is thus that a Mahomet 
changed the face of the earth ; it is thus 
that imperceptible causes produce the 
most terrible, the most extended efiects, 
by a series of necessary motion im- 
printed on the brain of man. 

The difficulty of comprehending the 
.effects produced on the soul of man, 
has made him attribute to it those 
incomprehensible qualities which have 
been examined. By the aid of imagina- 
tion, by the power of thought, this soul 
appears to quit his body, to transport 
itself with the utmost facility towards 
the most distant objects; to run over 
and to approximate in the twinkling of 
an eye all the points of the universe : 
he has therefore believed that a being:, 



whole susceptible of such rapid motion, 
must be of a nature very distiuguishea 
from all others ; he has persuaded him- 
self that this soul in reality d jes travel, 
that it actually springs over the immense 
space necessary to meet these various 
objects ; he did not perceive, that to do 
it in an instant, it had only to run over 
itself, and approximate the ideas con- 
signed to its keeping by means of the 
senses. 

Indeed, it is never by any other means 
than by his senses, that beings become 
known to man, or furnish him with 
ideas ; it is only in consequence of the 
impulse given to his body, that his brain 
is modified ; or that his soul thinks, wills, 
and acts. If, as Aristotle asserted more 
tlian two thousand years ago, " nothing 
enters the mind of man, but thruuorh 
the medium of his sensts;^^ it follows 
as a consequence, that every thing that 
issues from it, must find some sensible 
object to which it can attach its ideas, 
whether immediately, as a man, a tree, 
a bird, &c., or in the last analysis or 
decomposition, such as pleasure, happi- 
ness, vice, virtue, &c.* Whenever, 
therefore, a word or its idea, does not 
connect itself with some sensible object, 
to which it can be related, this word^ 
or this idea, is unmeaning, is void ot 
sense: it were better for man that the 
idea was banished from his mind, struck 
out of his language. This principle is 
only the converse of the axiom of Aris- 
totle ; if the direct be evident, the inverse 
must be so likewise. 

How has it happened, that thd pro- 
found Locke, who, to the great morti- 
fication of the metaphysicians, has 
placed this principle of Aristotle in the 
clearest point of view ; how is it that 
all those who, like him, have recognised 
the absurdity of the system of innate 
ideas, have not drawn the immediate 
and necessary consequences ? How 
has It come to pass, that they have not 
had sufficient courage to apply so clear 
a principle to all those fanciful chimeras 
with which the human mind has for 
such a length of time been so vainly 
occupied ? Did they not perceive, that 
their principle sapped the very founda 

* This principle, so true, so luminous, sc 

important in its consequence, has been set 

! forth in all its lustre by a great number of 

I philosophers ; among tne rest, by the grert 

Locke. 
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tions of that theology, which never 
occupies man but with those objects, of 
which, as they are inaccessible to his 
senses, he^ consequently, can never 
form to himself any accurate idea ? 
But prejudice, particulajrly when it is 
Held sacred, prevents him from seeing 
the most simple application of the most 
self-evident principles ; in religious mat- 
ters, the greatest men are frequently 
nothing more than children, who are 
incapable of either foreseeing or de- 
ducing the consequence of their own 
data. 

Locke, as well as all those who have 
adopted his system, which is so demon- 
strable, or the axiom of Aristotle, which 
is so clear, ought to have concluded 
from it, that all those wonderful things 
with which theologians have amused 
themselves, are mere chimeras; that 
an immaterial spirit or substance, with- 
out extent, without parts, is nothing 
more than an absence of ideas; in short, 
they ought to have felt, that the ineffable 
intelligence which they have supposed 
to preside at the helm of the world, is 
nothing more than a being of their own 
imagination, of which it is impossible 
his senses can ever prove either the 
existence or the qualities. 

For the same reason moral philoso- 
phers ought to have concluded, that 
what is called moral sentiment, moral 
instinct J that is, innate ideas oi virtue, 
anterior to all experience of the good 
or bad effects resulting from its practice, 
are mere chimerical notions, which, like 
a great many others, have for their 
guarantee and base only theological 
speculation.* Before man can judge, 
he must feel ; before he can distinguish 
good from evil, he must compare. 

To undeceive him with respect to 
innate ideas or modifications imprinted 
on his soul at the moment of his birth, 
it is simply requisite to recur to their 
source; he will then see, that those 

* Morals is a science of facts : to found 
it, therefore, on an hypothesis inaccessible 
to his censes, of which he has no means 
of proving the reality, is to render it uncer 
tain ; it is to cast the log of discord into his 
lap ; to cause him unceasingly to dispute upon 
that which he can never undersfand. To 
assert that the ideas of morals are iriTiait, or 
the effect of instinct^ is to pretend that man 
knows how to read before he has learned the 
letters of the alphabet ; that he is acquainted 
with the laws of society, before they are either 
math or promulgated. 



with which he is familiar, which have, 
as it were, identified themselves with 
his existence, have all come to him- 
through the medium of some of hi? 
senses; that they are sometimes en 
graven on his brain with great difficulty 
that they have never been permanent 
and that thejr have perpetually varied 
in him : he will see that these pretended, 
inherent ideas of his soul, are the effect; 
of education, of example, above all, of, 
habit, which, by reiterated motion, hasl -' 
taught his brain to associate his ideas, 1 
either in a confused or perspicuous 
manner ; to familiarize itself with sys- 
tems, either rational or absurd. In short, 
he takes those for innate ideas, of which 
he has forgotten tiie origin ; he no longer 
recalls to himself either the precise 
epoch or the successive circumstances 
when these ideas were first consigned 
to his brain : arrived at a certain age, 
he believes he has always had the same 
notions ; his memory, crowded with 
experience and a multitude of facts, 
is no longer able to distinguish the 
particular circumstances which have 
contributed to give his brain its present 
modifications, its instantaneous mode 
of thinking, its actual opinions. For 
example, not one of his race recollects 
the* first time the woird God struck his 
ears, the first ideas that it formed in 
him, the first thoughts that it produced 
in him ; nevertheless, it is certain that 
from thence he has searched for some 
being with whom to connect the idf ? 
which he has either formed to himselt, 
or which has been suggested to him: 
accustomed to hear God continually 
spoken of, he has, when in other respects 
most enlightened, regarded this idea as 
if it were infused into him by nature ; 
whilst it is clearly to be attributed to 
those delineations of it which his pa- 
rents or his instructers have made to 
him, and which he has afterwards modi 
fied according to his own particular 
organization, and the circumstances in 
which he has been placed: it is thus 
that each individual forms to himself 
a God of which he is himself the model, 
or which he modifies after his own 
fash ion. t 

His ideas of morals, although more \ 
real than those of metaphysics, are not, \ 
however, innate : the moral sentiments ; 
he forms on the will, or the judgment 

t See Vol. II., Chapter iv. 
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|li< passes on the actions of man. are 
I founded on experience, which, alone, 
/can enable him to discriminate those 
^ which are either useful or prejudicial, 
virtuous or vicious, honest or dishonest, 
worthy his esteem or deserving his cen- 
sure. His moral sentiments are the fruit 
of a multitude of experience, frequently 
verv long and very complicated. He 
gathers it with time : it is more or less 
faithful, by reason of his particular 
organization, and the causes by which 
he is modified; he ultimately applies 
this experience with greater or lesser 
facility, and on this depends his habit 
of judging. The celerity with which 
he applies his experience, when he 
judges of the moral actions of his 
fellow man, is what has been termed 
moral instinct. 

; That which in natural philosophy is 
[called instinct, is only the effect of 
; some want of the body, the consequence 
fof some attraction, or some repulsion, 
; in man or animals. The child t];Lat is 
newly born, sucks for the first time : 
the nipple of the breast is put into 
his mouth : the natural analogy that is 
found between the conglomerate glands 
which line his mouth, and the milk 
which flows from the bosom of the 
nurse through the medium of the nipple, 
causes the child to press it with his 
mouth, in order to express the fluid 
appropriate to nourish his tender age ; 
from all this the infant gathers expe- 
rience ; by degrees the ideas of a nipple, 
of milk, of pleasure, associate them- 
selves in his brain, and every time he 
sees the nipple, he seizes it, promptly 
conveys it to his mouth, and applies it 
to the use for which it is designed. 

What has been said will enable us 
to judge of those prompt and sudden 
sentiments, which have been designated 
the force of blood. Those sentiments 
of love, which fathers and mothers have 
for their children; those feelings of 
afiection, which children, with good 
inclinations, bear towards their parents, 
are by no means innate sentiments; 
they are nothing more than the efiect 
of experience, of reflection, of habit, in 
souls of sensibility. These sentiments 
do not even exist in a great number of 
human beings. We but too often wit- 
ness tyrannical parents, occupied with 
making enemies of their children, who 
appear to have been formed only to 

No. III.-'ll 



be the victims of their irrational ca- 
prices. 

From the instant in which man com- 
mences, until that in which he ceases 
to exist, he feels, he is moved either 
agreeably or unpleasantly, he collects 
facts, he gathers experience, which pro- 
duce ideas in his brain that are either 
cheerful or gloomy. Not one individual 
has this experience present to his memo- 
ry at the same time, nor does it evei 
represent to him the whole clew at once: 
it is however this experience that me- 
chanically, and without his knowledge, 
directs him in all his actions ; it was to 
designate the rapidity with which he 
applied this experience, of which he so 
frequently loses the connexion, of which 
he is so often at a loss to render himself 
an account, that he imagined the word 
instinct : it appears to be the efiect of 
a magical and supernatural power to 
the greater number of individuals ; but 
it is a word devoid of sense to many 
others ; however, to the philosopher it 
is the efiect of a very lively feeling, 
which, to him, consists in the faculty 
of combining promptly a multitude of 
experiences and a long and numerous 
train of extremely complicated ideas. 
It is want that causes the inexplicable 
instinct we behold in animals, which 
have been denied souls without reason 5 
whilst they are susceptible of an infinity 
of actions that prove they think, they 
judgCj have memory, are capable of 
experience, can combine ideas, can 
apply them with more or less facility 
to satisfy the wants engendered by their 
particular organization; in short, that 
prove they have passions, and that these 
are capable of being modified.* 

The embarrassments which animals 
have thrown in the way of the partisans 
of the doctrine of spirituality is well 
known : they have been fearful, if ther 
allowed them to have a spiritual sou., 
of elevating them to the condition of 
human creatures; on the other hand, 
in not allowing them to have a soul, 
they have furnished their adversaries 
with authority to deny it in like manner 



* Nothing but the height of folly can refuse 
intellectual faculties to animals; they feel, 
choose, deliberate, express love, show hatred ; 
in many instances their senses are much keener 
than those of man. Fish will return periodi- 
cally to the spot where it is the custom to 
throw them bread. 
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to man, who thus finds himself debased 
to the condition of the animal. Theo- 
logians have never known how to extri- 
cate themselves from this difficulty. 
Descartes fancied he solved it by say- 
ing that beasts have no souls, are mere 
machines. Nothing can^be nearer the 
forface than the absurdity of this prin- 
ciple. Whoever contemplates nature 
without prejudice, will readily acknow- 
ledge, that there is no other difference 
between the man and the beast than 
that which is to be attributed to the 
diversity of his organization. 

In some beings of the human species, 
who appear to be endowed with a greater 
sensibility of organs than others, may 
be seen an instinct, by the assistance 
of which they very promptly judge of 
the concealed dispositions of their fel- 
lows, simply by mspecting the linea- 
ments of their face. Those who are 
denominated physiognomists, are only 
men of very acute feelings, who have 
gathered an experience of wnich others, 
whether from the coarseness of their 
organs, from the little attention they 
have paid, or from some defect in thefr 
senses, are totally incapable: these la<;t 
do not believe in the science of physi- 
ognomy, which appears to them per- 
fectly ideal. Nevertheless, it is certain 
that the action of this soul, which has 
been made spiritual, makes impressions 
that are extremely marked upon the 
exterior of the body ; these impressions 
continually reiterated, their image re- 
mains: thus, the habitual passions of 
man paint themselves on his counte- 
nance, by which the attentive observer, 
who is endowed with acute feeling, is 
enabled to judge with great rapidity of 
his mode of existence, and even to 
foresee his actions, his inclinations, his 
desires, his predominant passions, &c. 
Although the science of physiognomy 
appears chimerical to a ^reat number 
of persons, yet there are few who have 
not a clear idea of a tender regard, of 
a cruel eye, of an austere aspect, of a 
false and dissimulating look, of an open 
countenance, &c. Keen and practised 
optics acquire, without doubt, the faculty 
of penetrating the concealed motion of 
tlie soul, by the visible traces it leaves 
upon features that it has continually 
modified. Above all, the eyes of man 
very quickly undergo changes, accord- 
ing to the motion which is excited in 



him : these deUcate organs are visiblf 
altered by the smaUest shock com- 
municated to his hrain. Serene eyes 
announce a tranqoil soal ; wild eyes 
indicate a restless mind ; fiery eyes 
portray a choleric and sanguine tem- 
perament; fickle or inconstant eyes 
give room to sospect a soul eitner 
alarmed or dissimulatin|^. It is the 
study of this variety of shades that 
renders man practised and acute : upon 
the spot he combines a multitude of 
acquired experience, in order to form 
his judgment of the person he beholds. 
His judgment partaaes in nothing of 
the supernatural or the wondei^ul : 
such a man is only distinguished by 
the fineness of his organs, and by the 
celerity with which his brain permrms 
its functions. 

It is the same with some beings of 
the human species, in whom may be 
discovered an extraordinary sagacity, 
which to the uninformed appears Divine 
and miraculous.* Indeed, we see men 
who are capable of appreciating in the 
twinkling of an eye a multitude of cir- 
cumstances, and who have sometiirp=; 
the faculty of foreseeing the most dis- 
tant events, yet this species of prophetic 
talent has nothing m it of tne super- 
natural ; it indicates nothing more than 
great experience, with an extremely 
delicate organization, from which they 
derive the faculty of judging with ex- 
treme facility of causes, and of lore- 
seeing their very remote efl'ects. This 
faculty is also found in animals, who 
foresee much better than man the varia- 
tions of the atmosphere, with the various 
changes of the weather. Birds have 
long been the prophets and even the 
guides of several nations who pretend 
to be extremely enlightened. 

It is, then, to their organization, 
exercised after a particular manner, 
that must be attributed those won- 
drous faculties which distinguish some 
beings. To have instinct only signifies 
to judge quickly, without requiring to 
make a long reasoning on the subject. 
Man's ideas upon vice and upon virtue 
are by no means innate ; they are, like 

* It appears that the most skilful practi- 
tioners in medicine have been men endowed 
with very acute fcelinffs, similar to those of the 
physiognomists, by tne assistance of which 
they judged with great facility of diseases, and 
very promptly drew their prognostics. 
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^all others, acquired; the judgment he 
^ forms is founded upon experience, i;vhe- 
ther true or false: this depends upon 
his conformation, and upon the habits 
that have modified him. The infant 
has no ideas either of the Divinity or 
/of virtue : it is from those who instruct 
(him that he receives these ideas: he 
makes more or less use of them, accord- 
mg to his natural organization, or as 
his dispositions have been more or less 
exercised. Nature gives man legs, the 
nurse teaches him their use, his agility 
depends upon their natural conforma- 
tion, and the manner in which he 
exercises them. 

What is called taste in the fine arts, 

; is to be attributed, in the same manner, 
only to the acuteness of man's organs 
practised by the habit of seeing, of 
comparing, and of judging certain ob- 
jects : from whence results, to some of 
his species, the faculty of judging with 
great rapidity, or in the twinkling of 
an eye, the whole with its various rela- 
tions. It is by the force of seeing, of 
feeling, of experiencing objects, that 
he attains to a knowledge of them ; it 
is in consequence of reiterating this 
experience, that he acquires the power 
and the habit of judging with celerity. 
But this experience is by no means 
innate, for he did not possess it before 
he was bom; he i^ neither able to think, 
to judge, nor to have ideas, before he 
has feeling ; he is neither in a capacity 
to love nor to hate ; to approve nor to 
blame, before he has been moved either 
agreeably or disagreeably. This is, 
however, what must be supposed by 
those wno are desirous to make man 
admit innate ideas, or opinions infused 
by nature, whether in morals, theology, 
or in any science. That his mind 
should have the faculty of thought, 
and should occupy itself with an object. 
It is requisite it should be acquainted 
with its qualities ; that it may have a 
knowledge of these qualities, it is neces- 
sary that some of his senses should have 
been struck by them: those objects, 
therefore, of which he does not know 
any of the qualities are nullities, or at 
least they do not exist for him. 

It will be asserted, perhaps, that the 
universal consent of man upon certain 
propositions, such as the whole is 

-greater than its part, and upon all 
geometrical demonstrations, appear to 



warrant the supjposilion of certain pri- 
mar)' notions that are innate, or not 
acquired. It may be replied, that these 
notions are always acquii-ed. and that 
they are the fruit of an experience more 
' or less prompt ; that it is requisite to 
have compared the whole with its part 
before conviction can ensue that the 
whole is the greater of the two. Man, 
when he is born, does not bring with 
him the- idea that two and two make 
four; but he is, nevertheless, very 
speedily convinced of its truth. Be- 
fore forming any judgment whatever, 
it is absolutely necessary to have com- 
pared facts. 

It is evident that those who have 
gratuitously supposed innate ideas, or 
notions inherent in man, have con- 
founded his organization, or his natur- 
al dispositions, with the habit by which 
he is modified, and with the greater or 
less aptitude he has of making experi- 
ments, and of applying them in his 
judgment. A man who has taste in 
painting, has, without doubt, brought 
with him into the world eyes more 
acute and more penetrating than an- 
other; but these eyes would by no 
means enable him to judge with 
promptitude if he had never had occa- 
sion to exercise them ; much less, in 
some respects, can those dispositions 
which are called natural be regarded 
as innate. Man is not at twenty years 
of age the same as he was when he 
came into the world ; the physical 
causes that are continually acting upon 
him, necessarily have an influence upon 
his organization, and so modify it, that 
his natural dispositions themselves are 
not at one period what they are at an- 
other.* Every day may be seen chil- 
dren who, to a certain age, display a 
great deal of ingenuity, a strong apti- 
tude for the sciences, and who finish 
by falling into stupidity. Others may 
be observed, who, during their infancy, 
have shown dispositions but little fa- 
vourable to improvement, yet develop 
themselves in the end, and astonish us 



* "We think," savs La Motte Le Vayer, 
" quite otherwise of things at one time than at 
another : when young than when old— when 
hungry than when our appetite is satisfied — 
in the night than in the day — when peevish 
than when cheerful ; thus varying every hour, 
by a thousand other circumstances which 
keep us in a state of perpetual inconstancy 
ana instability." 
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by an exhibition of those qualities of 
which we judged them deficient : there 
arrives a moment in which the mind 
makes use of a multitude of experience 
which it has amassed without its hav- 
ing been perceived, and, if I may be 
allowed the expression, without their 
own knowledge. 

Thus, it cannot be too often repeat- 
ed, all tne ideas, all the notions, all the 
modes of existence, all the thoughts of 
man are acquired. His mind cannot 
act and exercise itself but upon that of 
which it has knowledge ; it can under- 
stand either well or ill only those things 
which it has previously felt. Such of 
his ideas that do not suppose some ex- 
terior material object for their model, 
or one to which he is able to relate 
them, which are therefore called ab- 
stract ideas, are only modes in which 
his interior organ considers its own pe- 
culiar modifications, of which it chooses 
some without respect to others. The 
words which he uses to designate these 
ideas, such as bounty, beauty, order, 
intelligence, virtue, &c., do not offer 
any one sense if he does not relate them 
to, or if he does not explain them by 
those objects which his senses have 
shown him to be susceptible of those 
qualities, or of those modes of exist- 
ence and of acting, which are known 
to him. What is it that points out to 
him the vague idea of beauty, if he 
does not attach it to some object that 
has struck his senses in a particular 
manner, lo which, in consequence, he 
attributes this quality ? What is it 
that represents the word intelligence, 
if he does not connect it with a certain 
mode of being and of acting ? Does 
the word order signify any thing, if he 
does not relate it to a series of actions, 
to a chain of motion, by which he is 
affected in a certain manner? Is not 
the word virtue void of sense, if he 
does not apply it to those dispositions 
of his fellows which produce known 
effects, different from those which re- 
sult from contrary inclinations ? What 
do the words pain and plea^sure offer 
to his mind in the moment when his 
orsrans neither suffer nor enjoy, if it be 
not the modes in which he has been 
affected, of which his brain conserves 
the remembrance or the impressions, 
aod which experience has shown him 
to be either useful or prejudicial ? But 



when he hears the words spirituality^ 
immateriality, incorporeality, divini- 
ty, &c., pronounced, neither ms senses 
nor his memory aflford him any assist- 
ance: they do not furnish hmi with 
any means by which he can form an 
idea of their qualities, nor of the objects 
to which he ought to apply them : in 
that which is not matter, ne can only 
see vacuum and emptiness, which can- 
not be susceptible of any one quality. 

All the errours and all the disputes 
of men, have their foundation in this, 
that they have renounced experience 
and the evidence of their senses, to give 
themselves up to the guidance of no- 
tions which they have believed infused 
or innate, although in reality they aie 
no more than the effect of a distemper- 
ed imagination; of prejudices in which 
they have been instructed from their 
infancy ; with which habit has famili- 
arized them ; and which authority has 
obliged them to conserve. Languages 
are filled with abstract words, to which 
are attached confused and vague ideas ; 
of which, when they come to be ex- 
amined, no model can be found in na- 
ture ; no object to which they can be 
related. When man gives himself the 
trouble to analyze things, he is quite 
surprised to find that those words which 
are continually in the mouths of men, 
never present any fixed and determi- 
nate idea : he hears them unceasingly 
speaking of spirits — of the soul and 
its faculties — of God and his attributes 
— of duration — of space — of immen- 
sity — of infinity — of perfection — of 
virtue — of reason — of sentiment — of 
instinct — of taste, &c., without his 
being able to tell precisely what they 
themselves understand by these words. 
And yet words appear to have been in- 
vented but for the purpose of represent- 
ing the images of things, or to paint, 
by the assistance of the senses, those 
known objects on which the mind is 
able to meditate, which it is compe- 
tent to appreciate, to compare, and to 
judge. 

For man to think of that which has 
not acted on any of his senses^ is to 
think on words : it is a dream of sounds ; 
it is to seek in his own imagination for 
objects to which he can attach his 
wandering ideas. To assign qualities 
to these objects is, unquestionably, to 
redouble his extravagance. The word 
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Crod is destined to represent to him an 
object that has not the capacity to act 
On any one of his organs, or which^ con- 
sequently, it is impossible for hmi to 
prove either the existence or the quali- 
ties ; still, his imagination, by dint of 
racking itself, will in some measure 
supply him with the ideas he wants, 
and compose some kind of a picture 
with the images or colours he is always 
obliged to borrow from those objects 
of -which he has a knowledge : thus the 
; Divinity has been represented under 
j the character of a venerable old man, 
' or under that of a puissant monarch, 
dbc. It is evident, however, that man 
jt with some of his qualities has served 
for the model of this picture. But if 
he be informed that this Grod is a pure 
spirit ; that has neither body nor ex- 
tent ; that he is not contained in space ; 
that he is beyond nature ; here then he 
IS plunged into emptiness; his mind 
no longer has any ideas : it no longer 
knows upon what it meditates. This, 
as will be seen in the sequel, is the 
source of those unformed notions which 
men have formed of the divinity ; they 
themselves annihilate him, by assem- 
bling incompatible and contradictory 
attributes.* In giving him moral and 
known qualities, they make him a 
man; in assi^ing him the negative 
attributes of theology, they destroy all 
antecedent ideas; they make him a 
mere nothing — a chimera. From this 
it will appear that those sublime sci- 
ences which are called theology, psy- 
chologyy metaphysics^ have been mere 
sciences of words: morals and politics, 
which they too often infect, have, in 
consequence, become inexplicable enig- 
mas, which nothing short of the study 
of nature can enable us to expound. 

Man has occasion for truth ; it con- 
sists in a knowledge of the true rela- 
tions he has with those things which 
can have an influence on his welfare : 
these relations are to be known only by 
experience: without experience there 
can be no reason ; without reason man 
is only a blind creature who conducts 
himself by chance. But how is he to 
acquire experience upon ideal objects, 
which his senses neither enable him 
to know nor to examine ? How is he 
to assure himself of the existence and 

* See Vol. n., Chap. iv. 



the qualities of beings he is not able to 
feel ? How can he judge whether 
these objects be favourable or prejudi- 
cial to him ? How is he to know what 
he ought to love, what he should hate, 
what to seek after, what to shun, what 
to do, what to leave undone ? Yet it 
is upon this knowledge that his condi- 
tion in this world rests — the only world 
of which he knows any thing ; it is 
upon this knowledge that morals is 
founded. From whence it may be seen, 
that, by causing him ;o blend vague 
theological notions with morals, or the 
science of the certain and invariable re- 
lations which subsist between man- 
kind, or by weakly establishing them 
upon chimerical beings, which have no 
existence but in his imagination, tiiis 
science, upon which the welfare of so- 
ciety so much depends, is rendcri'd 
uncertain and arbitrary, is abandoned 
to the caprices of fancy, is not lixed 
upon any solid basis. 

Beings essentially different by their 
natural organization, by the modifica- 
tions they experience, by the habits 
they contract, by the opinions they ac- 
quire, must of necessity think different- 
ly. His temperament, as we have seen, 
decides the mental qualities of man ; 
this temperament itself, is diverrjcly 
modified in him; from whence it con- 
secutively follows, his imagination can- 
not possibly be the same, neither can 
it create to him the same images. 
Each individual is a connected whole, 
of which all the parts have a necessary 
correspondence. Different eyes must 
see differently, must ^ive extremely 
varied ideas of the objects they con 
template, even when these objects are 
real. What, then, must be the diver- 
sity of these ideas if the objects medi- 
tated upon do not act upon the senses ? 
Mankind have pretty nearly the same 
ideas, in the gross, of those substances 
that act on his organs with vivacity; 
he is suflSciently in unison upon some 
qualities which he contemplates very 
nearly in the same manner ; I say very 
nearly^ because the intelligence, the 
notion, the conviction of any one pro- 
position, however simple, however evi- 
dent, however clear it may be suppos- 
ed, is not, nor cannot be strictly the 
same in any two men. Indeed, one 
man not being another man, the first 
cannot, for example, have rigorously 
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and mathematically the same notion 
of unity as the second, seeing that an 
identical efifect cannot be the result of 
two different causes. Thus when men 
agree in their ideas^ in their modes of 
thinking, in their judgment, in their 
passions, in their desires, and in their 
tastes, their consent does not arise from 
their seeing or feeling the same objects 
precisely m the same manner, but 
pretty nearly, for lan^age is not, nor 
cannot be, sufficiently copious to de- 
signate the vast variety of shades, the 
multiplicity of imperceptible differ- 
ences which are to be foujid in their 
modes of seeing and thmking. Each 
man has, I may say, a language which 
is peculiar to himself alone, and this 
language is incommunicable to others. 
What harmony, then, can possibly ex- 
ist between them when they discourse 
with each other upon ob^jects only 
known to their imagination ? Can 
this imagination in one individual, ever 
be the same as in another ? How can 
they possibly understand each other 
when they assign to these objects quali- 
ties that can only be attributed to the 
particular manner in which their brain 
IS affected. 

For one man to exact from another 
that he shall think like himself, is to 
insist that he shall be organized pre- 
cisely in the same manner, that he shall 
have been modified exactly the same in 
every moment of his existence ; that 
he shall have received the same tem- 
perament, the same nourishment, the 
same education ; in a word, that he 
shall require that other to be himself. 
Wherefore is it not exacted that all 
men shall have the same features ? Is 
man more the master of his opinions ? 
Are not his opinions the necessary con- 
sequence of his nature, and of those 
peculiar circumstances which, from his 
infancy, have necessarily had an influ- 
ence upon his mode of thinking and his 
manner of acting? If man be a con- 
nected whole, whenever a single fea- 
ture differs from his own, ought he not 
to conclude that it is not possible his 
brain can either think, associate ideas, 
imagine, or dream precisely in the 
same manner with that other. 

The diversity in the temperament 

oF man is the natural and necessary 

source of the diversity of his passions, 

ofAis taste, of bis ideas of happines^ 



of his opinions of every kind. • Thus 
the same diversity will he the fatal 
source of his disputes, of his hatreds, 
and of his injustice, every time he shall 
reason upon unknown objects, but to 
which he shall attach the greatest im- 
portance. He will never understand 
either himself or others in speaking of 
a spiritual soul, or of an immaterial Grod 
distinguished from nature; he will, 
from that moment, cease to speak the 
same language, and he will never at- 
tach the same ideas to the same words. 
What, then, shall be the common > 
standard that shall decide which is the ' 
man that thinks most correctly ? What ■ 
is the scale by which to measure whr i 
has the best regulated imagination V - 
what balance shall be found sufficient- 
ly exact to determine whose knowledge 
is most certain when he agitates sim- 
jects which experience cannot enable 
him to examine ; that escape all his 
senses ; that have no model; that are 
above reason? Each individual, each, 
legislator, each speculator, each nation,, 
has ever formed to himself different; 
ideas of these things, and each believes 
that his own peculiar reveries ought to' ' 
be preferred to those of his neighbours ; 
which always appear to him as absurd, 
as ridiculous, as false as his own can 
possibly have appeared to his fellow 
Each clings to his own opinion, be- 
cause each retains his own peculiar 
mode of existence, and believes his 
happiness depends upon his attachment 
to his prejudices, which he never 
adopts but because he believes them 
beneficial to his welfare. Propose to 
a man to change his religion for yours, 
he will believe you a madman; you 
will only excite his indignation, elicit 
his contempt ; he will propose to you, 
in his turn, to adopt his own peculiar 
opinions ; after much reasoning, you 
will treat each other as absurd beings, 
ridiculously opiniated and stubborn ; 
and he will display the least folly who 
shall first yield. But if the adversaries 
become heated in the dispute, which 
always happens when they suppose the 
matter important, or when they would 
defend the cause of their own self-love, 
then their passions sharpen, they grow 
angry, quarrels are provoked, they hate 
each other, and end by reciprocal in- 
Jury. It is thus, that for opinions 
\ which, no maiTi e^xi ^^xnorasXTate^ "w* 



OP THE SOUL. 



87 



see the Brahmin despised; the Mo- 
hammedan hated ; the Pagan held in 
contempt; and that they oppress and 
disdain each other with the most ran- 
corous animosity : the Christian bums 
the Jew because he clings to the faith 
of his fathers; the Roman Catholic 
condemns the Protestant to the flames, 
and makes a conscience of massacring 
him in cold blood ; this reacts in his 
turn ; again the various sects of Chris- 
tians have leagued together against the 
iucredulous, and for a moment sus- 
pended their own bloody disputes, that 
they might chastise their enemies : 
then, having glutted their revenge, thev 
returned with redoubled fury to wreak 
over again their infuriated vengeance 
on each o|her. 

If the imaginations of men were the 
same, the chimeras which they bring 
forth would be everywhere the same ; 
there would be no disputes among them 
on this subject if they all dreamt in the 
same manner; great numbers of hu- 
man beings would be spared, if man 
occupied his mind with objects capable 
of heing known, of which the existence 
was proved, of which he was compe- 
tent to discover the true qualities by 
sure and reiterated experience. Sys- 
. terns of philosophy are subject to dis- 
pute only when their principles are not 
; sufficiently proved ; by degrees expe- 
! rience, in pointing out the truth, ter- 
j minates these quarrels. There is no 
' variance among geometricians upon 
' the principles of their science ; it is 
' only raised when their suppositions are 
false, or their objects too much com- 
plicated. Theologians find so much 
difficulty in agreeing among them- 
selves, simply because in their contests 
they divide without ceasing, not known 
and examined propositions, but preju- 
dices with which they have been im- 
bued in their youth, in the schools, in 
their books, &c. They are perpetually 
reasoning, not upon re»l objects, of 
which the existence is demonstrated, 
but upon imaginary systems, of which 
they have never examined the reality ; 
they found these disputes not upon 
averred experience nor upon constant 
facts, but upon gratuitous suppositions, 
which each endeavours to convince the 
other are without solidity. Finding 
these ideas of long standing, and that 
few people refuse to admit them, they 



take them for incontestable truths, that 
ought to be received merely upon being 
announced; whenever they attach great 
importance to them, they irritate them- 
selves against the temerity of those 
who have the audacity to doubt, or even 
to examine them. 

If prejudice had been laid aside, it 
would perhaps have been discovered 
that many of those objects which have 
given birth to the most shocking, the 
most sanguinary disputes among men, 
were mere phantoms which a little ex- 
amination would have shown to be un- 
worthy their notice. The most trifling 
reflection would have shown him the 
necessity of this diversity in his no 
tions, of this contrariety in his imagina- 
tion, which depends upon his natural 
conformation diversely modified, and 
which necessarily has an influence over 
his thoughts, over his will, and over 
his actions. In short, if he had con- 
sulted morals and reason, every thing 
would have proved to him, that beings 
who call themselves rational, were 
made to think variously, without or 
that account, ceasing to live peaceabh 
with each other, love each other, an</ 
lend each other mutual succours; and 
that whatever might be their opinions 
upon subjects either impossible to be 
known or to be contemplated under the 
same point of view : every thing would 
have joined in evidence to convince him 
of the unreasonable tyranny, of the un- 
just violence, and of the useless cruelty 
of those men of blood, who persecute 
mankind in order that they may mould 
others to their own peculiar opinions : 
every thing would have conducted 
mortals to mildness, to indulgence, to 
toleration; virtues unquestionably of 
more real importance to the welfare 
of society than the marvellous specula- 
tions by which it is divided, and by 
which il is frequently hurried on to sa- 
crifice the pretended enemies to these 
revered opinions. 

From this it must be evident of what 
importance it is to morals to examine 
the ideas to which it has been agreed to 
attach so much worth, and to which 
man, at the irrational command of fan- 
atical and cruel guides, is continually 
sacrificing his own peculiar happiness 
and the tranquillity of nations. Let 
him return to experience, to nature, and 
to reason •, let hiia coiiS\3i\.X\va^^ Oo^^Ots 
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that are real and useful to his perma- 
nent felicity ; let him study nature's 
laws ; let him study himself; let him 
consult the honds which unite him to 
his fellow mortals ; let him tear asun- 
der the fictitious bonds that enchain 
him to a mere phantom. If his ima- 
^nation must always feed itself with 
illusions., if he remams steadfast in his 
own opinions, if his prejudices are dear 
to him, let him at least permit others 
to ramble in their own manner or seek 
after truth as best suits their inclina- 
tion ; but let him always recollect, that 
all the opinions, all tne ideas, all the 
systems, all the wills, all the actions 
of man, are the necessary consequence 
of his nature^ of his temperament, of 
his organization, and of those causes, 
either transitory or constant, which 
modify him : in short, that man is not 
more a free agent to think than to act: 
a truth that will be again proved in the 
following chapter. 



CHAPTER XI. 
Of the System qfMan^a Free Agency. 

Those who have pretended that the 
soul is distinguished from the body, is 
immaterial, draws its ideas from its 
own peculiar source, acts by its own 
energies, without the aid of any exterior 
object, have, by a consequence of their 
own system, enfranchised it from those 
physical laws according to which all 
beings of which we have a knowledge 
are obliged to act. They have believed 
that the soul is mistress of its own 
conduct, is able to regulate its own 
peculiar operations, has the faculty to 
determine its will by its own natural 
energy ; in a word, they have pretended 
that man is a/ree agent. 

It has been already sufficiently proved 
that the soul is nothing more than the 
body considered relatively to some of its 
functions more concealed than others : 
it has been shown that this soul, even 
when it shall be supposed immaterial, 
is continually modified conjointly with 
the body, is submitted to all its motion, 
and that without this it would remain 
inert and dead: that, consequently, it 
is subjected to the influence of those 
material and physical causes which 
give impulse to the body ; of which 
the mode of existence, whether habitual 



or transitory, depends upon the material 
elements by which it is surrounded, 
that form its texture, constitute its tem- 
perament, enter into it by means of the 
aliments^ and penetrate it by their sub- , 
tility. The faculties which are called 
intellectual^ and those qualities which 
are styled moral, have been explained 
in a manner purely physical and natu- 
ral. In the last place it has been demon- 
strated that all the ideas, all the systems, ] 
all the affections, all the opinions, whe- 1 
ther true or false, which man forms to \ 
himself, are to be attributed to his \ 
physical and material senses. Thus \ 
man is a being purely physical ; m / 
whatever manner he is considered, he j 
is connected to universal nature, and V 
submitted to the necessary and iramu- I 
table laws that she imposes on all the \ 
beings she contains, according to their 
peculiar essences or to the respective 
properties with which, without consult- 
ing them, she endows each particular 
species. Man's life is a line that nature 
commands him to describe upon the 
surface of the earth, without his ever 
being able to swerve from it, even for 
an instant. He is born without hisH 
own consent ; his organization does in \ 
nowise depend upon himself; his ideas I 
come to him involuntarily ; his habics I 
are in the power of those who cause ^ 
him to contract them; he is unceasingly 
modified by causes, whether visible or 
concealed, over which he has no con- 
trol, which necessarily regulate hi^ 
mode of 'existence, give the hue to his 
way of thinking, and determine his- 
manner of acting. He is good or bad,] 
happy or miserable, wise or foolish, 
reasonable or irrational, without his 
will being for any thing in these various 
states. Nevertheless, in despite of the 
shackles by which he is bound, it is 
pretended he is a free agent, or that 
independent of the causes by which he 
is moved, he determines his own will, 
and regulates his own condition. 

However slender the foundation of 
this opinion, of which every thing ought 
to point out to him the errour, it is 
current at this day and passes for an 
incontestable truth with a great number 
of people, otherwise extremely enlight- 
ened ; it is the basis of religion, which, 
supposing relations between man and 
the unknown being she has placed above 
nature, has been incapable of imagininjA 
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how man could either meril reward or 
deserve punishment from this being, 
if he was not a free agent. Society 

^^as been believed interested in this 
r system ; because an idea has gone 
I aoroad, that if all the actions of man 
i w^ere to be contemplated as necessary, 

' I the right of punishm^ those who injure 
their associates would no longer exist. 
At length human vanity accommodated 
itself to a hypothesis which, unques- 
tionably, appears to distinguish man 
from all other physical beings^ by 
assigning to him the special privilege 
of a total independence of all other 
causes, but of which a very little reflec- 
tion would have shown him the impos- 
sibility. 

As a part subordinate to the great 
whole, man is obliged to experience its 
influence. To be a free agent, it were 
needful that each individual was of 

• greater strength than the entire of 
nature ; or that he was out of this 
nature, wbo, always in action herself, 
obliges ail the beings she embraces to 
act, and to concur to her general motion ; 
or, as it has been said elsewhere, to 
conserve her active existence by the 
motion that all beings produce in con- 
sequence of their particular energies, 
submitted to fixed, eternal, and immu- 
table laws. In ord^ that man might 
be a free agent, it were needful that all 
beings should lose their essences; it 
would be equally necessary that he 
himself should no longer enjoy physical 
sensibility ; that he should neither know 
good nor evil, pleasure nor pain ; but if 
this were the case, from that moment he 
would no longer be in a state to con- 
serve himself, or render his existence 
happy ; all beings would become in- 
different to him; he would no longer 
have any choice ; he would cease to 
know wnat he ought to love, what it 
was . right he should fear ; he would 
not have any acquaintance with that 
which he should seek after, or with 
that which it is requisite he should 
avoid. In short, man would be an 
unnatural being, totally incapable of 
acting in the manner we behold. It is 
the actual essence of man to tend to 
his well being^ or to be desirous to 
conserve his existence; if all the motion 
of his machine spring as a necessary 
consequence from this primitive im- 
; pulse ; if pain warn him of that which 
No. Ill— 12 



he ought to avoid ; if pleasure announce 
to him that which he should desire ; if 
it be in his essence to love that which 
either . excites delight, or that from 
which he expects agreeable sensations; 
to hate that which either makes him 
fear contrary impressions or that which 
afflicts him with uneasiness; it must 
necessarily be that he will be attracted 
by that which he deems advantageous ; 
that his will shall be determined by 
those objects which he judges useful; 
that he will be repelled by those beings 
which he believes prejudicial, either to 
his habitual or to his transitory mode 
of existence. It is only by the aid of 
experience that man acquires the faculty 
of understanding what he ought to love 
or to fear. Are his organs sound ? hif% 
experience will be true; are they un- 
sound? it will be false: in the first 
instance he will have reason, prudence 
foresight ; he will frequently foresee 
very remote efiects ; he will know that 
what he sometimes contemplates as a 
good, may possibly become an evil by 
its necessary or probable consequences; 
that what must be to him a transient 
evil, may by its result procure him a 
solid and durable ^ood. It is thus 
experience enables him to foresee, that 
the amputation of a limb will cause 
him painful sensation, he consequently 
is obliged to fear this operation, and he 
endeavours to avoid the pain ; but, if 
experience has also shown him that 
the transitory pain this amputation will 
cause him may be the means of saving 
his life ; the preservation of his exist- 
ence being of necessity dear to him, 
he is obliged to submit himself to the 
momentary pain, with a view to pro- 
curing a permanent good by whicn it 
will be overbalanced. 

The will, as we have elsewhere said, 
is a modification of the brain, by which 
it is disposed to action, or prepared to 
give play to the organs. This will is 
necessarily determined by the qualities, 
good or bad, agreeable or painful, of the 
object or the motive that acts upon his 
senses, or of which the idea remains 
with him, and is resuscitated by his 
memory. In consequence, he acts ne- 
cessarily, his action is the result of the 
impulse he receives either from the 
motive, from the object, or from the 
idea which has modified his brain, or 
disposed his will. WVv^\i Vva ^^^'s> \kSA. 
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act according to this impulse, it is 
because there comes some new cause, 
some new motive, some new idea, 
which modifies his brain in a different 
manner, gives him a new impulse, 
determines his will in another way, 
by which the action of the former 
impulse is suspended: tnus, the sight 
of an agreeable object, or its idea, 
determines his will to set him in action 
to procure it ; but if a new object or a 
new idea more powerfully attracts him, 
it gives a new direction to his will, 
annihilates the effect of the former, 
and prevents the action by which it 
was to be procured. This is the mode 
in which reflection, experience, reason, 
necessarily arrests or suspends the ac- 
tion of man's will : witnout this he 
would of necessity have followed the 
anterior impulse which carried him 
towards a then desirable object. In 
all this he always acts according to 
necessary laws, from which he has no 
means of emancipating himself. 

If when tormented with violent thirst, 
he figures to himself in idea, or really 
perceives a fountain, whose limpid 
streams mij^ht cool his feverish want, 
is he sufficient master of himself to 
desire or not to desire the object com- 
petent to satisfy so lively a want? It 
will no doubt be conceded, that it is 
impossible he should not be desirous 
to satisfy it ; but it will be said — if at 
this moment it is announced to him 
that the water he so ardently desires 
is poisoned, he will, notwithstanding 
his vehement thirst, abstain from drink- 
ing it : and it has, therefore, been falsely 
concluded that he is a free agent. The 
fact, however, is, that the motive in 
either case is exactly the same : his 
own conservation. Tne same necessity 
that determined him to drink before he 
knew the water was deleterious, upon 
this new discovery equally determines 
him not to drink; the desire of con- 
serving himself either annihilates or 
suspends the former impulse ; the 
second motive becomes stronger than 
the preceding, that is, the fear of death, 
or the desire of preserving himself, 
necessarily prevails over the painful 
sensation caused by his eagerness to 
drink: but, it will be said, if the thirst 
18 very parching, an inconsiderate man 
without regarding the danger will risk 
swallowing the water. Nothing is 



gained by this remark : in this case, 
Uie antenor impulse only regains the 
ascendency; he is persuaded that life 
may possibly be longer preserved, or 
that he shall derive a greater good by 
drinking the poisoned water than by- 
enduring the torment, which, to his 
mind, threatens instant dissolution : 
thus the first becomes the strongest 
and necessarily urges him on to action. 
Nevertheless, in either case, whether 
he partakes of the water, or whether 
he does not, the two actions will be 
equally necessary; they will be the 
effect of that motive which finds itself 
most puissant ; which consequently acts 
in the most coercive manner upon his 
will. 

This example will serve to explain 
the whole phenomena of the human 
will. This will, or rather the brain, 
finds itself in the same situation as a 
bowl, which, although it has received 
an impulse that drives it forward in a 
straight line, is deranged in its course 
whenever a force superior to the first 
obliges it to change its direction. The 
man who drinks the poisoned water 
appears a madman ; but the actions of 
fools are as necessary as those of the 
most pmdent individuals. The motives 
that determine the voluptuary and the 
debauchee to rislf their health, are as 
powerful, and their actions are as neces- 
sary, as those which decide the wise 
man to manage his. But, it will be 
insisted, the debauchee may be pre- 
vailed on to change his conduct: this 
does not imply that he is a free agent ; 
but that motives may be found suffi- 
ciently powerful to annihilate the effect 
of those that previously acted upon him; 
then these new motives determine his 
will to the new mode of conduct he 
may adopt as necessarily as the former 
did to the old mode. 

Man is said to deliberate^ when the 
action of the will is suspended ; this 
happens when two opposite motives 
act alternately upon him. To delibe- 
rate^ is to hate and to love in succession ; 
it is to be alternately attracted and re- 
pelled; it is to be moved, sometimes 
by one motive, sometimes by another. 
Man only deliberates when he does 
not distinctly understand the quality 
of the objects from which he receives 
impuiVse, ox "wYveti ei:^etience has not 
^ sumc\enX\Y ^.^pr^'a^^^KaiL oS. \X>fc ^^%r.v^.^ 



OP MAN'S FREE AGENCY. 



9% 



more or less remote, which his actions 
will produce. He would take the air, 
but the weather is uncertain ; he delibe- 
rates in consequence; he weighs the 
various motives that urge his will to go 
out or to stay at home ; he is at length 
determined by that motive which is 
most probable ; this removes his inde- 
cision, which necessarily settles his 
will, either to remain within or to go 
abroad: this motive is always either 
the immediate or ultimate a'lvanfasre 
he finds, or thinks he finds, in the action 
to which he is persuaded. 

Man's will frequently fluctuates be- 
tween two objects, of which either the 
presence or the ideas move him alter- 
nately : he waits until he has contem- 
Elated the objects, or the ideas they 
ave left in his brain which solicit him 
to different actions ; he then compares 
these objects or ideas ; but even in the 
time of deliberation, during the com- 
parison, pending these alternatives of 
love and hatred which succeed each 
other, sometimes with the utmost ra- 
pidity, he is not a free agent for a single 
mstant ; the good or the evil which he 
believes he finds successively in the 
objects, are the necessary motives of 
these momentary wills; of the rapid 
motion of desire or fear, that he expe- 
riences as long as his uncertainty con- 
tinues. From this it will be ODvious 
that deliberation is necessary ; that 
uncertainty is necessary; that what- 
ever part he takes, in consequence of 
this deliberation, it will always neces- 
sarily be that which he has judged, 
whether well or ill, is most probable to 
turn to his advantage. 

When the soul is assailed by two 
motives that act alternately upon it, 
or modify it successively, it deliberates; 
the brain is in a sort of equilibrium, 
accompanied with perpetual oscilla- 
tions, sometimes towards one object, 
sometimes towards the other, until the 
most forcible carries the point, and 
thereby extricates it from this state of 
suspense, in which consists the inde- 
cision of his will. But when the brain 
is simultaneously assailed by causes 
equally strong that move it in opposite 
directions, agreeable to the general law 
of all bodies when they are struck 
equally by contrary powers, it stops, 
it IS in nisu; it is neither capable to 
will nor to act ; it waits until one of 



the two causes has obtained sufficient 
force to overpower the other; to deter- 
mine its will; to attract it in such a 
manner that it may prevail over the 
efforts of the other cause. 

This mechanism, so simple, &(» natu- 
ral, suffices to demonstrate why uncer- 
tainty is painful, and why suspense is 
always a violent state for man. The 
brain, an organ so delicate and so 
mobile, Experiences such rapid modi- 
fications that it is fatigued ; or when it 
is urged in contrary directions, by causes 
equally powerful, it suffers a kind of 
compression, fliat prevents ihe activity 
which is suitable to the preservation of 
the whole, and which is necessary to 
procure what is advantageous to its 
existence. This mechanism will also 
explain the irregularity, the indecision, 
the inconstancy of man, and account 
for that conduct which frequently ap- 
pears an inexplicable mystery, and 
which is, indeed, the effect of the 
received systems. In consalting expe- 
rience, it will be found that the soul is 
submitted to precisely the same physi- 
cal laws as tne material body. Tf the 
will of each individual, during a given 
time, was only moved by a single cause 
or passion, nothing would be more easy 
than to foresee nis actions; but his 
heart is frequently assailed by contrary 
powers, by adverse motives, which 
either act on him simultaneously or in 
succession ; then his brain, attracted in 
opposite directions, is either fttigued, 
or else tormented by a state of com 
pression, which deprives it of activity. 
Sometimes it is in a state of incom- 
modious inaction ; sometimes it is the 
sport of the alternate shocks it under 
goes. Such, no doubt, is the state in 
which man finds himself when a lively 
passion solicits him to the commission 
of crime, whilst fear points out to him 
the danger by which it is attended : 
such, also, is the condition of him whom 
remorse, by the continued lahouu of his 
distracted soul, prevents from enjoying 
the objects he has criminally obtained. 

If the powers or causes, whether 
exterior or interior, acting on the mind 
of man, tend towards opposite points, 
his soul, as well as all other bodies, 
will take a mean direction between the 
two ; and in consequence of the violence 
with which his soul is urged, his con- 
dition becomes sometimes so \^aiaCul 



OJP MAN'S FREE AGENCY, 



-\ 



that his existence is .troublesome : he 
has no longer a tendency to his own 
peculiar conservation ; he seeks after 
death as a sanctuary against himself, 
and as the only remedy to his despair : 
it is thus we behold men, miserable 
and discontented, voluntarily destroy 
themselves whenever life becomes in- 
supportable. Man cannot cherish his 
existence any longer than life holds out 
charms to him: when he is wrought 
upon by painful sensations, or drawn 
by contrary impulsions, his natural 
tendency is deranged -, he is under the 
necessity to follow a new route ; this 
conducts him to his end, which it even 
displays to him as the most desirable 
good. In this manner may be explained 
the conduct of those melancholy beings, 
whose vicious temperaments, whose 
tortured consciences, whose chagrin, 
whose ennui sometimes determine them 
to renounce life.* 

The various powers, frequently very 
complicated, that act either successively 
or simultaneously upon the brain of man, 
which modify him so diversely in the 
dijSerent periods of his existence, are the 
true causes of that obscurity in morals, 
of that difficulty whidi is found, when 
it is desired to unravel the concealed 
springs of his enigmatical conduct. The 
heart of man is a labyrinth, only because 
it very rarely happens that we possess 
the necessary gift of judging it ; from 
whence it will appear, that his circum- 
stances, his indecision, his conduct, 
whether ridiculous or unexpected, are 
the necessary consequences of the 
changes operated in him ; are nothing 
but the effect of motives that succes- 
sively determine his will; which are 
dependant on the frequent variations 
experienced by his machine. According 
to these variations the same motives 
have not always the same influence 
over his will ; the same objects no 
longer enjoy the faculty of pleasing 
him ; his temperament has changed, 
either for the moment, or for ever: it 
follows as a consequence, tiiat his laste, 
his desires, his passions, will change ; 



* See Chapter xiv. — Man m oftener induced 
to destroy himself by mental than by bodily 
pains. A thousand things may cause him to 
forget his bodily sufferings, ^vhilst in those of 
the mind his brain is wnoUy absorbed ; and 
this is the rea^m why intellectual pleasures 
Mre superior to all nhers. 



there can be no kind of uniformity in 
his conduct; nor any certitude in the 
effects to be expected. 

Choice by no means proves the free 
agency of man : he only deliberates 
when he does not yet know which to 
choose of the many objects that move 
him, he is then in an embarrassment, 
which does not terminate until his will 
is decided by the greater advantage he 
believes he shall find in the object he 
chooses, or the action he undertakes. 
From whence it may be seen, that 
choice is necessary, because he would 
not determine for an object, or for an 
action, if he did not believe that he 
should find in it some direct advantage. 
That man should have free agency it 
were needful that he should be able to 
will or choose without motive, or that 
he could prevent motives coercing his 
will. Action always being the effect 
of his will once determined, and as his 
will cannot be determined but by a 
motive which is not in his own power, 
it follows that he is never the master 
of the determination of his own pecu 
liar will ; that consequently he nevei 
acts as a free agent. It has been be 
lieved that man was a free agent be- 
cause he had a will with the power of 
choosing; but attention has not been 
paid to the fact that even his will is 
moved by causes independent of him- 
self; is owing to that which is inherent 
in his own organization, or which be- 
longs to the nature of the beings acting 
on him.f Is he the master of willing 
not to withdraw his hand from the fire 
when he fears it will be burnt? Or 
has he the power to take away from 
fire the property which makes him fear 
it ? Is he the master of not choosing a' 
dish of meat, which he knows to bej 
agreeable, or analogous to his palate ; . 

t Man passes a great portion of his life 
without even willing. His will depends on 
the motive by which he is determined. If he 
were to render an exact account of ever>' thing 
he does in the course of each day — from rising 
in the morning to lying down at night — he 
would find that not one cf his actions have been 
in the least voluntary ; that they have been 
mechanical, habitual, determined by causes 
he was not able to foresee ; to which he was 
either obliged to yield, or with which he was 
allured to acquiesce : he would discov er, that 
all the motives of his labours, of his amuse- 
ments, of his discourses, of his thoughts, have 
been necessary; that they have evidently 
either 8edn'*«^ Hirn or drawn him along. 
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! are arranged id his brain in despite of 
' him and without his own kouwledge, 
where ihey have made au inipresiion 
more or less profound ; his iiieiiiury it- 
. self de|)ends upon his organization ; its 
. fidelity depends upon ilie huliiiual or 
lay be his judgment, it depends | momentary state in which he linds kii))- 
ueves^arily on his mode of feeling, ' self; when hi-> will is vigorous. y detep- 
whether habitual or accidental, and the mined to some object ur idea that 
qualities he finds in the causes that eicites a very lively passion in him, 



uT not prefening il lu that which he t 
knows to be disagreeable or dangerous) I 
It is always accordio" ' ' 
lions, to his own peculiar experience, 
or to hia suppositions, that he judges 
of things, either well or ill ; but what- , 



e him, which exist in despite of 
himself. 

All tBe causes by which his will is 
actuated, must act upon him in a man- 
ner Bofficiently marked to giTe him 

...,:-„ -,ome perception, some 

mplete or incomplete. 



idea; whether ci 



r fahe 



s his will is 
have feit either 



tennined, 

stronorly or feebly ; if this was not the 
case he would have detennined with- 
out motive r thus, to speak correctly, 
there are no causes which are truly in- 
different to the will : however faint the 
impulse he receives, whether on the 
part of the objects themselves, or on 
the part of their images or ideas, as 
Boon as his will acts, the impulse has 
been competent to determine him. In 
consequence of a alight or feeble im- 
pulse^ the will is weak ; it is this weak- 
ness m his will, that is called indiffer- 
ence. His brain with difficulty per- 
ceives the sensation it has received ; it 
consequently acts with less vigour, 
either to obtain or to remove the object 
or the idea that has modified il. Iflhe 
impulse is powerful, the will is strong, 
it makes him act vigorously to obtain 
or to remove the object which appears 
to him either very agreeable or very in- 
commodious. 

It has been believed that man was a 
free igent, because it has been imasin- 
ed that his soul could at will recall ideas 

-^ which sometimes suffice to check hi? 

~y most unruly desires.* Thus, the idea 
of a remote evil, frequently prevents 
him from enjoying a present and actual 
good; thus remembrance, which is an 
almost insensible or slight modification 
of his brain, annihilates, at each in- 
stant, the real objects that act upon his 
will. But he is not master of recalling 
to himself his ideas at pleasure; their 
is independent of him; they 



r ideas tliai would be 



tbos 
able 

sent themselves to his mind ; in those 
moments his eyes are shut to the 
dangers that menace him ; of which the 
idea ought to make him forbear; he 
marches forwards headlong towards 
the object by whose image he is hur- 
ried on ; reflection cannot upeniti' upon 
him in any way ; he sees nothing but 
the object of his desires ; the salutary 
ideas which might be able to arrest his 
progress disappear, or else display 
themselves either loo faintly or loo late 
to prevent his acting. Such is tlie case 
with all those who, blinded by some 
strong passion, are not in a condition to 
recall to themselves those motives, of 
which the idea alone, in cooler mo- 
ments, would be sufficient to deter them 
from proceeding ; the di.-iorderio which 
ihey are, prevents their judging sound- 
ly; renders them incapable ol foresee- 
ing the consequence of their actions; 
precludes them from applying to their 
experience; from making use of their 
reason ; natural operations which sup- 
pose a justness in the manner of asso- 
ciating their ideas, but to which their 
brain is then not more competent, in 
consequence of the momentary deliri- 
um it suffers, than iheir hand is to 
write whilst they are taking violent 



Man's mode of thinking i% 
ly determined by his manner of being ; 
it must therefore depend on his natural 
organization^ and the modification his 
system receives independently of his 
nill. From this, we are obliged to 
conclude, that his thoughts, his reflec- 
tions, his manner of viewing things, of 
feeling, of judging, of combining ideas, 
is neither voluntary nor free. In a 
word, that his soul is neither mistress 
of the motion excited lu it, nor of rep- 
resenting to itself, when wanted, those 
images or ideas that are capable of 
counterbalancing the imuulse it re- 
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ceives. This is the reason, why man, 
when in a passion, ceases to reason ; at 
that moment reason is as impossible to 
oe heard, as it is during an ecstacy, or 
in a fit of drunkenness. The wicked 
are never more than men who are 
either drunk or mad ; if they reason, it 
is not until tranquillity is re-establish- 
ed in their machine ; then, and not till 
then, the tardy ideas that present them- 
selves to their mind enable them to see 
the consequence of their actions, and 
give birth to ideas that bring on them 
that trouble, which is designated shame, 
regret, remorse. 

The errours of philosophers on the 
j free agency of man, have arisen from 
their regarding his will as the primum 
mobile, the original motive ol his ac- 
tions ; for want of recurring back, they 
have not perceived the multiplied, the 
complicated causes which, independ- 
ently of him, give motion to the will 
itself; or which dispose and modify 
his brain, whilst he himself is purely 
passive in the motion he receives. Is 
he the master of desiring or not desir- 
ing an object that appears desirable to 
him? Without doubt it will be an- 
swered, no : but he is the master of re- 
sisting his desire, if he reflects on the 
consequences. But, I ask, is he capa- 
ble of reflecting on these consequences, 
when his soul is hurried along by a 
very lively passion, which entirely de- 
pends upon his natural organization, 
and the causes by which he is modi- 
fied ? Is it in his power to add to these 
consequences all the weight necessary 
to counterbalance his desire? Is he 
the master of preventing the qualities 
which render an object desirable from 
residing in it? I shall be told: he 
ought to have learned to resist his pas- 
sions ; to contract a habit of putting a 
a curb on his desires. I agree to it 
without any difficulty. But in reply, I 
again ask, is his nature susceptible of 
this modification? Does his boiling 
blood, his unruly imagination, the ig- 
neous fluid that circulates in his veins, 
permit him to make, enable him to ap- 
ply true experience in the moment 
wnen it is wanted ? And even when 
his temperament has capacitated him, 
has his education, the examples set be- 
fore him, the ideas with which he has 
been inspired ID early life, been suitable 
to make him contract this habit of re- 



pressing his desires? Have not a I' 
these things rather contributed to in- 
duce him to seek with avidity, to make 
him actually desire those objects which 
you say he ought to resist. 

The ambitious man cries out : you 
will have me resist my passion; but 
have they not unceasingly repeated to 
me that rank, honours, power, are the 
mo6t desirable advantages in life ? 
Have I not seen my fellow citizens 
envy them, the nobles of my country 
sacrifice every thin^ to obtain them ? 
In the society in which I live, am I not 
obliged to feel, that if I am deprived 
of these advantages, I must expect to 
languish in contempt ; to cringe under 
the rod of oppression ? 

The miser says ; you forbid me to 
love money, to seek after the means of 
acquiring it : alas ! does not every thing 
tell me that, in this world, money is 
the greatest blessing ; that it is amply 
sufficient to render me happy ? In the 
country I inhabit, do I not see all my 
fellow citizens covetous of riches ? but 
do I not also witness that they are little 
scrupulous in the means of obtaining 
wealth ? As soon as they are enrich- 
ed by the means which you censure, 
are they not cherished, considered and 
respected ? By what authority, then, 
do you defend me from amassing trea- 
sure ? what right have you to prevent 
my using means, which, although you 
call them sordid and criminal, I see ap- 
proved by the sovereign? Will you 
have me renounce my happiness ? 

The voluptuary argues : you pre 
tend that I should resist my desires ; 
but was I the maker of my own tem- 
perament, which unceasingly invites 
me to pleasure? You call my plea- 
sures disgraceful; but in the country 
in which I live, do I not witness the 
most dissipated men enjoying the most 
distinguished rank ? Do I not behold 
that no one is ashamed of adultery but 
the husband it has outraged ? do not I 
see men making trophies of their de- 
baucheries, boasting of their libertinism, 
rewarded with applause ? 

The choleric man vociferates : you 
advise me to put a curb on my passions, 
and to resist the desire oi avenging 
myself: but can I conqu«»r my nature ? 
Can I alter the received opinions of the 
world ? Shall I not be for ever dis- 
graced, infallibly f 'in so- 
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riety, if I do not wash out in the blood 
of my fellow creature the injuries I 
have received ? 

The zealous enthusiast exclaims: 
you recommend me mildness ; you ad- 
vise me to be tolerant; to be indulgent 
to the opinions of my fellow men ; but 
is not my temperament violent ? Do 
I not ardently love my God ? Do they 
not assure me, that zeal is pleasing to 
him ; that sanguinary inhuman perse- 
cutors have been his friends? As I 
wish to render myself acceptable in 
his sight, I therefore adopt the same 
means. 

In short, the actions of man are never 
free ; they are always the necessary 
; consequence of his temperament, of the 
received ideas, and of the notions, 
either true or false, which he has form- 
/ ed to himself of happiness ; of his opin- 
. ions, strengthened by example, by edu- 
/ cation, and by daily experience. So 
' many crimes are witnessed on the 
earth only because every thing con- 
spires to render man vicious and crimi- 
: nal ; the religion he has adopted, his 
i government, his education, the exam- 
iples set betore him, irresistibly drive 
him on to evil: under these circum- 
stances, morality preaches virtue to 
him in vain. In those societies where 
vice is esteemed, where crime is crown- 
ed, where venality is constantly re- 
compensed, where the most dreadful 
disorders are punished only in those 
who are too weak to enjoy the privilege 
of committing them with impunity, the 
practice of virtue is considered nothing 
more than a painful sacrifice of happi- 
ness. Such societies chastise, in the 
lower orders, those excesses which they 
respect in the higher ranks ; and fre- 
quently have the injustice to condemn 
those m the penalty of death, whom 
public prejudices, maintained by con- 
stant-example, have rendered criminal. 
"'IfiEan, then, is not a free agent in any 
one instant of his life ; he is necessari- 
ly guided in each step by those advan- 
tages, whether real or fictitious, that he 
attaches to the objects by which his 
passions are roused: these passions 
themselves are necessary in a being 
who unceasinglv tends towards his own 
happiness 5 their energy is necessary, 
since tnat depends on his tempera- 
ment; his temperament is necessary, 
because it depends on the physical ele- 



ments which enter into his composi- 
tion ; the modification of this tempera- 
ment is necessary, as it is the infalli- 
ble and inevitable conseiiuence of the 
impulse he receives from the incessant 
action of moral and physical beings. 

In despite of these proofs of the want 
of free agency in man, so clear to un- 
prejudiced minds, it will, perhaps, be 
insisted upon with no small feeling of 
triumph, tnat if it be proposed to an\f 
one, to move or not to move his hana. 
an action in the number of those called 
indifferent^ he evidently appears to be 
the master of choosing ; from which it 
is concluded that evidence has been 
offered of his free agencv. The reply 
is, this example is perfectly simple; 
man in performing some action which 
he is resolved on doing, does not by 
any means prove his free agency : the 
very desire of displaying this quality, 
excited by the dispute, becomes a ne- 
cessary motive, which decides his will 
either for the one or the other of tliese 
actions : what deludes him in this in- 
stance, or that which persuades him he 
is a free agent at this moment, is, that 
he does not discern the true motive 
which sets him in action, namely, the 
desire of convincing his opponent: if 
in the heat of the dispute he insists and 
asks, " Am I not the master of throwing 
myself out of the window ?" I shaU 
answer him, no ; that whilst he pre- 
serves his reason there is no probability 
that the desire of proving his free 
agency, will become a motive suffi- 
ciently powerful to make him sacrifice 
his life to the attempt: if, notwith- 
standing this, to prove he is a free 
a^ent, he should actually precipitate 
himself from the window, it would not 
be a sufficient warranty to conclude 
he acted freely, but rather that it was 
the violence or his temperament which 
spurred him on to this tolly. Madness 
is a st^te, that depends upon the heat 
of the blood, not upon the will. A 
fanatic or a hero, braves death as ne- 
cessarily as a more phlegmatic man or 
a coward flies from it.* 



* There is, in point of fact, no difference 
between the man that is cast out of the win- 
dow by another, and the man who throws 
himself out of it, except that the impulse in 
the first instance comes immediately ftom 
without, whilst that wliich determines the 
fall in the second case, sprin^js from within 
his own peculiar macKuv^ tvft.wcv^vx&^w^^'ix^- 
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It is said that free agency is the ab- 
sence of those obstacles competent to 
oppose themselves to the actions of 
man, or to the exercise of his faculties : 
U IS pretended that he is a free agent 
whenever, making use of these facul- 
ties, he produces the effect he haspro- 
Po^ied to himself In reply to this rea- 
^ sonmg, it is sufficient to consider that 
^ tt m nowise depends upon himself to 
place or remove the obstacles that 
I either determine or resist himj the 
tnotive that causes his action is no 
tnore in his own power than the obsta- 
cle that impedes him, whether this ob- 
stacle or motive be within his own ma- 
cnme or exterior of his person: he 
H not master of the thought presented 
to his mind, which determines his will ; 
this thought is excited by some cause 
independent of himself. 

To be undeceived on the system of 
his free agency, man has simply to re- 
cur to the motive by which his will is 
determined ; he will always find this 
motive is out of his own controul. It 
is said : that in consequence of an idea 
1^ to which the mind gives birth, man acts 
freely if he encounters no obstacle. 
> But the question is, what gives birth to 
\ this idea in his brain? was he the 
I master either to prevent it from pre- 
^ senting itself, or from renewing itself 
in his brain ? Does not this idea depend 
either upon objects that strike him ex- 
teriorly and in despite of himself, or 
upon causes, that without his know- 
ledge, act within himself and modify 
his brain ? Can he prevent his eyes, 
cast without design upon any object 
whatever, from giving him an idea of 
this object, and fi'om moving his brain? 
He is not more master of the obstacles ; 
they are the necessary effects of either 
interior or exterior causes, which al- 

MUUt) om^ also exterior. When Miitius 
Hvuuvalii l\eU hii hand in the fire, he was as 
\\\\w\\ Hotu\g u»\der the influence of necessity 
(vHUSii'ii l»y interior natives) that urged him 
U» \\\\A aUHUge action, ai if nia arm had been 
M\\ k»y auHM^g \\\^\\ ; pride, despair, the desire 
^xt lMi^\i*yy hid enemy, a wiah to astonish him, 
Hu whSU'U to intinuilate him. &.c., were the 
|uvi**hK s^)uuna that \M hia hand bound to 
M^w m^ 'V\\M hwe \^i glory, enthusiasm for 
S\m \H^\\\tvYx \\\ lil^*» n^anner caused Codrus 
im \^\>^%* \s^ d**vote theu\«eWes for their 
N\>N\\ v^^♦\^\*. Th** Indian t ■olanua and the 
|M\j\NS*ftN^MivM[ *VwtfrtU\ta yf^fP eoually ohh«ed 

h imm \hv^)s^\^ i^y ^\^^ «» exntu^j: the 



ways act accorjling to their given pro- 
perties. A man insults a coAyard, this 
necessarily irritates him against his in- 
sulter, but his will cannot vanquish the 
obstacle that cowardice places to the 
object of his desire, because his natural 
conformation, which does not depend 
upon himself, prevents his having 
courage. In this case, the coward is 
insulted in despite of himself; and 
against his will is obliged patiently to 
brook the insult he has received. 

The partisans of the system of free 
agency appear ever to have confound- 
ed constraint with necessity. Man be- 
lieves he acts as a free agent, every 
time he does not see any thing that 
places obstacles to his actions ; he does 
not perceive that the motive which 
causes him to will, is always necessary 
and independent of himself. A pris- 
oner loaded with chains is compelled 
to remain in prison; but he is not a 
free a^ent in the desire to emancipate 
himself; his chains prevent him from 
acting, but they do not prevent him 
from willing ; he would save himself 
if they would loose his fetters ; but he 
would not save himself as a free agent ; 
fe$r or the idea of punishment would 
be sufficient motives for his action. 

Man may, therefore, cease lo be 
restrained, without, for that reason, 
becoming a free agent: in wliatever 
manner he acts, he will act necessarily, I 
according to motives by which he shall \ 
be determined. He may be compared 
to a heavy body that finds itself arrested 
in its descent by any obstacle whatever: 
take away this obstacle, it will gravi- 
tate or continue to fall ; but who shall 
say this dense body is free to fall or 
not? Is not its descent the necessary 
effect of its own specific gravity ? The 
virtjaous Socrates submitted to the laws 
of his country, although they were 
unjust; and though the doors of his 
jail were left open to him, he would 
not save himself; but in this he did 
not act as a free agent: the invisible 
chains of opinion, the secret love of 
decorum, the inward respect for the 
laws, even when they were iniquitous, 
the fear of tarnishing his glory, kept 
him in his prison ; they were motives 
sufficiently powerful witk this enthu- 
siast for virtue, to induce him to wait 
death with tranquillity ; it was not in 
his power to save himself, because he 
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could find no potential motive to bring 
him to depart, even for an instant, from 
those principles to which his mind was 
accustoihed. 

Man, it is said, frequently acts against 
jhis inclination^ from whence it is mlsely 
iconcluded he is a free agent ; but when 
he appears to act contrary to his inclina- 
^tion, he is always determined to it by 
some motive sumciently efficacious to 
vanquish this inclination. A sick man, 
with a view to his cure, arrives at 
conquering his repugnance to the most 
disgusting remedies : the fear of pain, 
or the dread of death, then becomes 
necessary motives; consequently this 
sick man cannot be said to act freely. 

When it is said, that man is not a 
free agent, it is not pretended to com- 
pare him to a body moved by a simple 
impulsive cause : he contams within 
himself causes inherent to his existence ; 
he is moved by an interior organ, which 
has its own peculiar laws, and is itself 
necessarily determined in consequence 
of ideas formed from perceptions result- 
ing from sensations which it receives 
from exterior objects. As the mechanism 
of these sensations, of these perceptions, 
and the manner they engrave ideas on 
the brain of man, are not known to him ; 
because he is unable to unravel all these 
motions ; because he cannot perceive 
the chain of operations in his soul, or 
the motive principle that acts within 
him, he supposes himself a free agent ; 
which, literally translated, signifies, 
that he moves himself by himself; 
that he determmes himself without 
cause: when he rather ought to say, 
that he is ignorant how or for why he 
acts in the manner he does. It is true 
the soul enjoys an activity peculiar to 
itself: but it is equally certain that this 
activity would never be displayed, if 
some motive or some cause did not put 
it in a condition to exercise itself: at 
least It will not be pretended that the 
soul is able either to love or to hate 
without being moved, without knowing 
the objects, without having some idea 
of their qualities. Gunpowder has 
unquestionably a particular activity, 
6ut this activity will never display 
itself, unless fire be applied to it ; this, 
nowever, immediately sets it in motion. 

It is the great complication of motion 
in man, it is the variety of his action, 
it is the multiplicity of causes that move 

No. JV.— 13 



him, whether simultaneously or in con- 
tinual succession, that ))ersuades him 
he is a free agent: if all his motions 
were simple, if the causes that move 
him did not confound themselves with 
each other, if they were distinct, if his 
machine were less complicated, he 
would perceive that all his action^ 
were necessary, because he would be 
enabled to recur instantly to the cause 
that made him act. A man who should 
be always obliged to go towards the 
west, would always go on that side; 
but he would feel that, in so going, 'xe 
was not a free agent : if he had anotr:er 
sense, as his actions or his motion, 
augmented by a sixth, would be still 
more varied and much more compli- 
cated, he would believe himself still 
more a free agent than he does with 
his five senses. 

It is, then, for want of recurring to 
the causes that move him ; for want of 
being able to analyze, from not being 
competent to decompose the compli- 
cated motion of his machine, that man 
believes himself a free agent : it is only 
upon his own ignorance that he founds 
the profound yet deceitful notion he 
has of his free agency ; that he builds 
those opinions which ne brings forward 
as a striking proof of his pretended 
freedom of action. If, for a short time, 
each man was willing to examine his 
own peculiar actions, search out theii 
true motives to discover their concatena- 
tion, he would remain convinced thai 
the sentiment he has of his natural free 
agency, is a chimera that must speedily 
be destroyed by experience. 

Nevertheless itmust be acknowledged 
that the multiplicity and diversity of the 
causes which continually act upon man, 
frequently without even his knowledge, 
render it impossible, or at least extremely 
difficult for him to recur to the tme prin- 
ciples of his own peculiar actions, much 
less the actions of others : they frequent- 
ly depend upon causes so fugitive, so 
remote from their effects, and which, 
superficially examined, appear to have 
so little analogy, so slender a relation 
with them, that it requires singular 
sagacity to bring them into light. This 
is what renders the study of the moral 
man a task of such difficulty ; this is 
the reason why his heart is an abyss, 
of which it is frequently impossible for 
him to fathom the depth. He is then 
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oUig^ tu coulee himself with a know- 
i«4li;« y>( the ^unnii aihl aecessw laws 
t>> H bich ihe humau Ihmrt is i«|{ulated : 
loi: ihc iuUiviUuais ot* his own species 
tbe&c laws are pr^tv uearly the $ame; 
ihcy V4ir> v>ul\ iu c^usuH^ueace of the 
l^^aui'^atiou that isi peculiar to each^ 
iuiii v^* ihe mudilicatioa it undergoes: 
(htN howvvtK, cauuot be nieorously the 
\auie iu auv two. It suiffices to kaow, 
that bv biii\^<t^uc^« uMua teads to ooo- 
Avtsv IbikuxelC aad to reader his exist- 
iuoc biu»|>y : this jrauted> whatever 
iu<t> b^ bk.<i acti^uis^ if he recur back 
lo tbu titHi priuciule^ to this ^oeral, 
ttux mwietaiy teauexKY of his wilU he 
uvsv» vMU Ui de^Hrived with regard to 
bu uts'tivv^k Mau. without d<.H2bt, for 
want vvf ouUiNatiu^ rea>vn and expe- 
t K'uovx I>v^UvhuI> deceives himself upoD 
(bv mv^UM vi'arri^ iu^ at thi^ end ; some- 
(mkv<<« tb« u^eaus he emuloys are un- 
|4vHA«aut to bi^ felK^ws^ ^ecause they 
«^^v i^ivjudicial tv> their interests; or 
vUvMbv^^^a' which he avails himself 
a^^s'av ivvaiKximU because thev remove 
bi\M t\\vm the end K> which he would 
a|>^M\wiuMie: but whatever may be 
tbivtv mwus tbev have always neces- 
%aitl\ and invatiahlY f^vr ^4\ject either 
an cxi^ui^S or iu\a^inar>* happiness, 
diitvivd to ivreserve himself in a state 
anab>^\»u>i to bi>t nuHle ^^* existence, to 
bi:A uianut^r of f^Unjr. to his way of 
tbiukiu^^ wht»tbeir durable or transitory. 
U i)i from having mistaken this truth, 
that the greater number of moral philo- 
sophers have made rather the romance 
than the hisUvry of the human heart; 
thev have attrkl>uteil the notions of man 
to tiotilii»us causes j at least they have 
not souijht out the ntH*essary motives 
at' his conduct. Politicians and legis- 
lators have been in the same state of 
ignorance, or else intpiwtors have found 
it much shorter to employ imaginary 
motive ^)owers, than those which really 
have existence : they have rather chosen 
to make him tremble under incommo- 
dious phantoms, than guide him to virtue 
t^ the direct road to happiness, notwith- 
standing the contbrmity of the latter 
with the natural desires of his heart. 

However this may be, man either 
sees or believes he sees much more 
distinctly the necessary relation of 
effects with their causes in natural 
philosophy than in the human heart: 
Mt Jeast he sees in the former sensible 



causes constantly produce sensible 
ed^ts, erer the same, when the cir- 
cumstances are alike. After this he 
hesitates not to look upon physical 
elfiscts as necessary ; whilst he refuses 
to^ acknowledge necessity in the acts 
of the human will : these he has, with- 
out any just foundation, attributed to a 
motire^power that acts independently 
by its own peculiar energy, which is 
capable of modifying itself without the 
concurrence of exterior causes, and 
which is distin^shed from all ma- 
terial or physical beings. Agriculture 
is founded upon the assurance, afforded 
by experience, that the earth, cultivated 
and sown in a certain manner, when it 
has otherwise the requisite qualities, 
will furnish grain, fruit and flowers, 
either necessary for subsistence or 
pleasing to the senses. If things were 
considered without prejudice, it would 
be perceived, that in morals, education > 
is nothing more than the agriculture \ 
of the mind; that, like the earth, by 1 
reason of its natural disposition, of the 
culture bestowed upon it, of the seeds " \ 
with which it is sown, of the seasons, 
more or less favourable that conduct it \ 
to maturity^ we may be assured that \ 
the soul will produce either virtue or 
vice — moral fruity that will be either 
salubrious for man or baneful to sJDciety. 
Morals is the science of the relations 
that subsist between the minds, the 
wills, and the actions of men, in the 
same manner that geometry is the 
science of the relations that are found 
between bodies. Morals would be a 
chimera and would have no certain 
principles, if it was not founded upon 
the knowledge of the motives which 
must necessarily have an influence 
upon the human will, and which must 
necessarily determine the. actions of 
human beings. 

If, in the moral as well as in the 
physical world, a cause, of which the 
action is not interrupted, be necessarily 
followed by a given effect, it flows 
consecutively that a reasonable educa- 
tion, grafted upon truth, and founded 
upon wise laws ; that honest principles 
instilled during youth ; virtuous exam- 
ples continually held forth ; esteem 
attached solely to merit and good 
actions ; contempt and shame and 
chastisements regularly visiting vice 
and falsehood and crime, are causes 
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that would necessarily act on the will 
of man, and would determine the greater 
number of his species to exhibit virtue. 
But if, on the contrary, religion, politics, 
example, public opinion, all labour to 
countenance wickedness and to train 
man viciously; if instead of fanning 
his virtues, they stifle good principles ; 
if instead of directing his studies to his 



y advantage, they render his education 

; either useless or unprofitable; if this 
education itself, instead of grounding 
him in virtue, only inoculates him with 
vice ; if, instead of inculcating reason 
it imbues him with prejudice ; if, instead 
of making him enamoured of truth, it 
furnishes him with false notions aad 
with dangerous opinions ; if, instead of 
fostering mildness and forbearance, it 

• kindles m his breast only those passions 
which are incommodious to himself and 
jhurtful to others ; it must be of necessity 
Ithat the will of the greater number shall 
/determine them to evil.* Here, with- 

jout doubt, is the real source from whence 
• springs that universal corruption of 

■^ which moralists, with ^reat justice, so 
loudly complain, without, however, 
pointmg out those causes of the evil, 

\ which are as true as they are necessary. 

'Instead of this, they search for it m 

, human nature ; say it is corrupt ;t blame 

* Many authors have acknowledged the 
importance of a good education, and that 
youth was the season to feed the human heart 
with wholesome diet ; but they have not felt 
that a good education is incompatible, nay 
impossible, with the superstition of man, since 
this commences with giving his mind a false 
bias ; that it is equally inconsistent with arbi- 
trarv government, because this always dreads, 
lest ne should become enlightened, and is ever 
sedulous to render him servile, mean, con- 
temptible, and cringing ; that it is incongruous 
with laws that are too frequently bottomed on 
mjustice; that it cannot obtain with those 
received ci!istoms that are opposed to good 
sense; that it cannot exist whilst public 
opinion is unfavourable to virtue ; above all, 
mat it is absurd to expect it from incapable 
instructers, from masters with weak minds, 
who have only the ability to infuse into their 
wholars those false ideas with which they are 
/hemselves infected. 

t We can scarcely conceive a more baneful 
ioctnne than that which inculcates the natu- 
.•al corruption of man, and the absolute need 
>f the grace of Grod to make him good. Such 
t doctnne tends necessarily to discourage him ; 
•t either makes him sluggish or drives him to 
despair whilst waiting for this grace. What 
a strange system of morals is that of theo- 
jQgians, who attribute all moral evil to an 



man for loving himself; stigmatize hun 
for seeking after his own happiness ; 
insist that he must have supernatural 
assistance to enable him to become 
good ; yet, notwithstanding the sup- 
posed free agency of man. it is insisted 
that nothing less than the author of 
nature himself, is necessai to destroy 
the wicked desires of his eart : but, 
alas! this powerful agent Aimself is 
found inefficacious to controul those 
unhappy propensities, which, under the 
fatal constitution of things, the most 
vigorous motives, as has been before 
observed, are continually infusing into 
the will of man. He is indeed mces- 
santly exhorted to resist these passions; 
to stifle and root them out of his heart: 
but is it not evident they are necessary 
to his welfare, and inherent in his 
nature ? Does not experience prove 
them to be useful to his conservation, 
since they have for object, only to avoid 
that which may be injurious and to 
procure that which may be advan- 
tageous ? In short, is it not easy to be 
seen, that these passions well directed, 
that is to say, carried towards objects 
that are truly useful, that are really 
interesting to himself, which embrace 
the happiness of others, would neces- 
sarily contribute to the substantial and 
permanent well-being of society ? The 
passions of man are like fire, at once 
necessary to the wants of life, and 
equally capable of producing the most 
terrible ravages.^ 

Every thing becomes an impulse to 
the will : a single word frequently 
suffices to modify a man for the whole 
course of his liie ; to decide for ever 
his propensities ; an infant, who has 
burned his finger by having approached 
it too near to the flame of a lighted 
taper, is warned that he ought to abstain 
from indulging a similar temptation ; 
a man once punished and despised for 
having committed a dishonest action, 
is not often tempted to continue so 

original sin, and all moral good to the pardon 
of It ! But it ought certainly not to excite 
surprise that a moral system, founded upon 
such ridiculous hypotheses, is of no efficacy. — 
See Vol. II. chap. viii. 

t Theologians themselves, have felt, they 
have acknowledged, the necessity of the pas- 
sions : many of tne fathers of the church nave 
broached this doctrine ; among the rest Father 
Senault has written a book expressly on the 
subject, entitled, Of the Use of the Passions 
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unfavourable a course. Under what- 
ever point of view man is considered, 
he never acts but after the impulse 
given to his will, whether it be by the 
\vm11 of others, or by more perceptible 
physical causes. The particular organi- 
zation decides the nature of the impulse ; 
souls act upon souls that are analogous; 
fiery imaginations act with facility upon 
strong passions, and upon imaginations 
easy to be inflamed : the surprising pro- 
gress of enthusiasm^ the hereditary pro- 
pagation of superstition, the transmis- 
sion of religious errours from race to 
race, the excessive ardour with which 
man seizes on the marvellous, are effects 
as necessary as those which result from 
the action and reaction of bodies. 

In despite of the gratuitous ideas 
which man has formed to himself on 
his pretended free agency ; in defiance 
of the illusions of this supposed intimate 
sense, which, maugre his experience, 
persuades him that he is master of his 
will ; all his institutions are really 
founded upon necessity : on this, as on 
a variety of other occasions, practice 
throws aside speculation. Indeed, if 
it was not believed that certain motives 
embraced the power requisite to deter- 
mine the will of man, to arrest the 
progress of his passions ; to direct them 
towards an end, to modify him, of what 
use would be the faculty of speech? 
What benefit could arise from educa- 
tion, from legislation, from morals, 
even from religion itself? What does 
education achieve, save give the first 
impulse to the human will ; make man 
contract habits ; oblige him to persist 
in them; furnish him with motives, 
whether true or false, to act after a 
given manner ? When the father either 
menaces his son with punishment, or 
promises him a reward, is he noC con- 
vinced these things will act upon his 
will? What does legislation attempt 
except it be to present to the citizens 
of a state those motives which are 
supposed necessary to determine them 
to perform some actions that are con- 
sidered worthy ; to abstain from com- 
mitting others that are looked upon as 
unworthy ? What is the object of 
morals, if it be not to show man that 
his interest exacts he should suppress 
the momentary ebullition of his pas- 
sions, with a view to promote a more 
certain happiness, a more lasting well- 



being, than can possibly result from 
the gratification of his transitory desires ? 
Does not the religion of all countries 
suppose the human race, together with 
the entire of nature, submitted to the 
irresistible will of a necessary being 
who regulates their condition after the 
eternal laws of immutable wisdom? 
Is not this God, which man adores, 
the absolute master of their destiny ? 
Is it not this divine being who chooses 
and who rejects ? The anathemas 
fulminated by religion, the promises it 
holds forth, are they not founded upon 
the idea of the effects these chimeras 
will necessarily produce upon ignorant 
and timid people ? Is not man brought 
into existence by this kind Divinity 
without his own knowledge ? Is he 
not obliged to play a part against his 
will? Does not either his happiness 
or his misery depen-d on the part he 
plays ?* 

Education, then, is only necessity 
shown to children : legislation, is ne- 
cessity shown to the members of the 
body politic: morals, is the necessity of 
the relations subsisting between men, 
shown to reasonable beings: in short, 
man grants necessity in every thing for 
which he believes he has certain un- 
erring experience : that of which he 
does not comprehend the necessary 
connexion of causes with their efiects 
he styles probability : he would not act 
as he does, if he was not convinced, 
or, at least, if he did not presume that 
certain effects will necessarily follow 
his actions. The moralist preaches 
reason, because he believes it necessary 

* Every religion is evidently founded upon 
fatalism. Among the Greeks they supposed 
men were punished for their necessary lauiis — 
as may be seen in Orestes, in CEdipus, etc., 
who only committed crimes predicted by the 
oraclej. Christians have made vain efforts 
to justify Grod Almighty in throwing the faults 
of men on their ^rce iriZ/, which is opposed to 
Predestination^ another name for ^fatalism. 
However, their system of Grace will by no 
means obviate the difficulty, for God gives 
grace only to those whom he pleases. In all 
countries religion has no other foundation than 
the fatal decrees of an irresistible being who 
arbitrarily decides the fate of his creatures. 
All theological hypotheses turn upon this 
point ; ana yet those theologians who regard 
the system of fatalism as false or dangerous, 
do not see that the Fall of Angels, Original 
Sui, Predestination, the System of Grace, the 
small number of the Elect, etc. incontestably 
prove that religion is a true system of fatalism 
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CO man : the philosopher writes, because 
he believes truth must sooner or later 
prevail over falsehood : theologians and 
tyrants necessarily hate truth and de- 
spise reason, because they believe them 
prejudicial to their interests : tbe sove- 
reign, who strives to terrify crime by 
the severity of his laws, but who, never- 
theless, oftener renders it useful and 
ev^n necessary to his purposes, pre- 
sumes the motives he employs will be 
sufficient to keep his subjects within 
bounds. All reckon equally upon the 
power or upon the necessity of the 
motives they make use of, and each 
individual flatters himself, either with 
or without reason, that these motives 
will have an influence on the conduct 
of mankind. The education of man 
is commonly thus defective or ineffi- 
cacious, only because it is regulated by 
prejudice: even when this education 
IS good, it is but too often speedily 
counteracted and annihilated by every 
thing that takes place in society. Legis- 
lation and politics are very frequently 
iniquitous^ and serve nO better purpose 
than to kindle passions in the bosom 
of man, which, once set afloat, they are 
no longer competent to restrain. The 
kreat art of the moralist should be to 
moint out to man and to those who are 
/intrusted with the office of regulating 
^{his will, that their interests are identi- 

Sed ; that their reciprocal happiness 
epends upon the harmony of their 
passions; that the safety, the power, 
the duration of empires, necessarily 
depend on the good sense diflused 
among the individual members ; on 
the truth of the notions inculcated in 
the mind of the citizens ; on the moral 
goodness that is sown in their hearts ; 
on the virtues that are cultivated in 
their breasts. Religion should not be 
admissible unless it truly fortifled and 
strengthened these motives, and unless 
it were possible for falsehood to lend 
real assistance to truth. But in the 
miserable state into which errour has 
plunged a considerable portion of the 
human species, man, for the most part, 
is obliged to be wicked or to injure his 
fellow creature ; the strongest motives 
invite him to the commission of evil. 
Religion renders him a useless being ; 
makes him an abject slave ; causes him 
to tremble under its terrours ; or else 
titnis him into a furious fanatic, who 



is at once cruel, intolerant and inhuman : 
arbitrary power crushes him and obliges 
him to become cringing and vicious: 
law visits crime with punishment only 
in those who are too feeble to oppose 
its course, or when it has become 
incapable of restraining the violent 
excesses to which a bad government 
gives birth. In short, education neg- 
lected and despised, depends either 
upon priests, who are impostors, or 
else upon parents without understand- 
ing and devoid of morals, who impress 
on the ductile mind of their scholars 
those vices with which they are them- 
selves tormented, and who transmit to 
them the false opinions which they 
have an interest in making them adopt. 

All this proves the necessity of recur- 
ring to the primitive source of man's 
wanderings, if it be seriously intended 
to furnish him with suitable remedies. 
It is useless to dream of correcting his 
mistakes, until the true causes that 
move his will are unravelled, or until 
more real, more beneficial, more certain 
motives, are substituted for those which 
are found so inefficacious and so danger- 
ous both to society and to himself. It is 
for those who guide the human will 
who regulate the condition of nations, 
to seek after these motives with which 
reason will readily furnish them ; even 
a good book, by touching the heart of 
a great prince, may become a very 
powerful cause that shall necessarily 
have an influence over the conduct of 
a whole people ; that shall decide upon 
the felicity of a portion of the human 
race. 

From all that has been advanced m # 
this chapter, it results, that in no one 
moment of his existence is man a free 
agent. He is not the architect of his i 
own conformation, which he holds from f 
nature; he has no controul over his| 
own ideas, or over the modification of; 
his brain ; these are due to causes, thatj I 
in despite of him, and without his own ; 
knowledge, unceasingly act upon him;' 
he is not the master of not loving or 
coveting that which he finds amiable 
or desirable ; he is not capable of 
refusing to deliberate, when he is un- 
certain of the t fleets certain objects 
will produce upon him ; he cannot 
avoid choosing that which he believes 
will be most advantageous to him ; in 
the moment when his will is determined 
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oy his choice he is not competent to 
act otherwise than he does. In what 
instance, then, is he the master of his 
own actions? In what moment is he 
a free agent ?* 

That which a man is ahout to do, 
is always a consequence of that which 
he has been — of that which he is— of 
that which he has done up to the 
moment of the action: his total and 
actual existence, considered under all 
its possible circumstances, contains the 
sum of all the motives to the action he 
is about to commit ; this is a principle 
the truth of which no thinking being 
will be able to refuse accrediting : his 
life is a series of necessary moments ; 
his conduct, whether good or bad, vir- 
tuous or vicious, useful or prejudicial, 
either to himseli or to others, is a con- 
catenation of action, as necessary as 
all the moments of his existence. To 
live, is to exist in a necessary mode 
during the points of that duration which 
succeed each other necessarily : to will, 
is to acquiesce or not in remaining such 
as he is : to be free, is to yield to the 
necessary motives he carries within 
himself. 

If he understood the play of his 
organs, if he was able to recall to 
himself all the impulsions they have 
received, all the modifications they 
have undergone, all the effects they 
have produced, he would perceive that 
all his actions are submitted to that 
' fatality, which regulates his own par- 
ticular system, as it does the entire 
system of the'' universe : no one effect 
in him, any more than in nature, pro- 
duces itself by chance; this, as has 
been before proved, is a word void of 
sense. All that passes in him ; all that 
is done by him ; as well as all that 
happens in nature, or that is attributed 

* The question oiFree Will may be reduced 
to this: — Liberty, or Free Will, cannot be 
associated with any known functions of the 
soul ; for the soul, at the moment in which ii 
acts, deliberates, or wills, cannot act, delibe- 
rate, or will otherwise than it does, because 
a thing cannot exist and not exist at the same 
lime. Now, it is my will, such as it is, that 
makes me deliberate; my deliberation, that 
makes me choose ; my choice that makes me 
act ; my determination that makes me execute 
that wnich my deliberation has made me 
choose, and. I have only debberated because I 
have had motives which rendered it impossible 
for me not to he willing to deliberate. Thus 
liberty is not found either in the will, in the 



to her, is derived from necessary causes, 
which act according to necessary laws, 
and which produce necessary effects 
from whence necessarily flow others. 

Fatality, is the eternal, the immu- 
table, the necessary order, established 
in nature; or the indispensable con- 
nexion of causes that act, with the 
effects they operate. Conforming to 
this order, heavy bodies fall ; Bght 
bodies rise; that which is analogous 
in matter reciprocally attracts ; that 
which is heterogeneous mutually repels ; 
man congregates himself in society, 
modifies each his fellow ; becomes 
either virtuous or wicked ; either con- 
tributes to his mutual happiness, or 
reciprocates his misery ; either loves 
his neighbour, or hat^s his companion 
necessarily, according to the manner 
in which the one acts upon the other. 
From whence it may be seen, that the 
same necessity which regulates the 
physical, also reflates the moral world, 
m which every tning is in consequence 
submitted to fatality. Man, in running 
over, frequently without his own know- 
ledge, often in despite of himself, the 
route which nature has marked out for 
him, resembles a swimmer who is 
obliged to follow the current that car- 
ries him along : he believes himself 
a free agent, because he sometimes 
consents, sometimes does not consent, 
to glide with the stream, which, not- 
withstanding, always hurries him for- 
ward ; he believes himself the master 
of his condition, because he is obliged 
tO use his arms under the fear of sinking. 

Volentem ducunt fata, nolentem trahunt. 

Senec. 

The false ideas he has formed to 
himself upon free agency, are in gene- 
ral thus founded : there are certain 

deliberation, in the choice, or in the action. 
Theologians must not, therefore, connect 
liberty with these operations of the soul, other- 
wise there will be a contradiction of ideas. 
If the soul is not free when it wills, deliberates, 
chooses, or acts, will theologians tell us when 
it can exercise its liberty 1 

It is evident that the system of liberty, or 
free will, has been invented to exonerate God 
from the; evil that is done in this world. But 
is it not from God man received this liberty? 
Is it not from God he received the faculty of 
choosing evil and rejecting the good ? If so, 
God created him with a deter mm ation to sin, 
\ elaeWbetty '\s esaenXYaXxo vcv^aLW ^^wd mdtjpendent 
\ of God.— Sec" Treoilse of »^j8lem%;^ ^.Yl.\. 
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events which he judges necessary; 
either because he sees that they^ are 
effects constancy and invariably linked 
to certain causes, which nothing seems 
to prevent; or because he believes he 
has discovered the chain of cause<^ and 
effects that is put in play to produce 
those events: whilst he contemplates 
as contingent other events of whose 
causes he is ignorant, and with whose 
mode of acting he is unacquainted: 
but in nature, where every thin^ is 
connected by one common bond, there 

. exists no effect without a cause. Ill 
the moral as well as in the physical 
world, every thing that happens is a 
necessary consequence of causes, either 
visible or concealed, which are of 
necessity obliged to act after their pe- 
fculiar essences. In man, free agency 

^•w nothing more than necessity con- 
tained within himself. 



CHAPTER XII. 

An Examination of the Opinion vjhich jyre- 
tenda that the System of PatcUism ia 
Dangerous, 

For a being whose essence obliges 
him to have a constant tendency to his 
own conservation and to render him- 
self happy, experience is indispensable : 
without It he cannot discover truth, 
which is nothing more, as has been 
already said, than a knowledge of the 
constant relations which subsist be- 
tween man and those objects that act 
upon him ; according to his experience 
he denominates those that contribute 
to his permanent welfare, useful and 
salutary ; those that procure him plea- 
sure, more or less durable, he calls 
agreeable. Truth itself becomes the 
object of his desires, only when he 
believes it is useful ; he dreads it when- 
ever he presumes it will injure him. 
But has truth the power to injure him ? 
Is it possible that evil can result to 
man n'om a correct understanding of 
the relations he has with other beings? 
Can it be true that he can be harmed 
oy becoming acquainted with those 
things of which^ for his own happiness, 
he is interested in having a knowledge? 
No ! unquestionably not : it is upon its 
utility that truth founds its worth and 
its rights: sometimes it may be dis- 
agreeable to individuals, it may even 



appear contrary to their interests ; but 
it will always be useful to the whole 
human species, whose interests must 
for ever remain distinct from those of 
men who, duped by their own peculiar 
passions, believe tneir advantage con- 
sists in plunging others into errour. 

Utility, then, is the touchstone of the 
systems, the opinions, and the actions 
of man ; it is the standard of the esteem 
and the love he owes to truth itself: 
the most useful truths are the most 
estimable : those truths which are most 
interesting for his species, he styles 
eminent ; those of which the utility 
limits itself to the amusement of some 
individuals who have not correspondent 
ideas, similar modes of feeling^ wants 
analogous to his own, he either disdains, 
or else calls them barren. 

It is according to this standard that 
the principles laid down in this work 
ought to be judged. Those who are 
acquainted with the immense chain of 
mischief produced on the earth by 
erroneous systems of superstition, will 
acknowledge the importance of opposing 
to them systems more accordant with 
truth, drawn from nature, and founded 
on experience. Those who are, or be- 
lieve ihev are, interested in maintaining 
the established errours, will contemplate 
with horrour the truths here presented 
to them : in short, those infatuated mor- 
tals, who only feel very faintly the enor- 
mous load of misery brought upon man- 
kind by theological prejudices, will 
regard all our prmciples as useless, or, 
at most, as steril truths, calculated to 
amuse the idle hours of a few specu- 
lators. 

No astonishment, therefore, need be 
excited at the various judgments formed 
by man : his interests never being the 
same, any more than his notions of 
utility, he condemns or disdains every 
thing that does not accord with his own 
peculiar ideas. This granted, let us 
examine if, in the eyes of the disinte- 
rested man, who is not entangled by 
prejudice, who is sensible to the happi- 
ness of his species, the doctrine of 
fatalism be useful or dangerous ? Let 
us see if it be a barren speculation, that 
has not any influence upon the felicity 
of the human race ? It has been already 
shown that it will furnish morals with 
efficacious arguments, with real motives 
to determine the will, supply uolitic? 
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^ilU lh<^ irut^ Wv^ IV nusi^ Ui^ jHr^>p<iw| <^k^ilu^ their love, or exota^ •&» 
ii^cU\U> iu UJkV \kkM y^( luiwi. U wiUl »*^. Love and anger arexEiodK£f 



ill u ;UHk|>lv m«kuu<'r the lavvh^auu (.>li 



«^xi»t<^iioe suitable to modify hea^s c£ 
th» huiuan species: when^ therfian. 



iuAu\ *cik»a>i^ »uU thv ujK^t siUiiiii^ u«a irritates himself against his fclkTm^ 
l^ouvuuv^m v»t' th^ buujuiu b^^iiurt : ♦.>« i h^ iutiMids to excite his fear, or ertm to 
ih^ v'ih\4 hi^ml^ iC hi>i iUvifcH jmv i.HiW i )^uu^h him. Moreover, his anger is 
thv vw^mU \,»i' ma>MUl\Al !^jMK*uUtiv^tts^ ! iMftMf:j^ry ; it is the result of his naniw 
ihvv sHfcuuv^ i^tvml tKv* bi|>|iiu^?!*H \>t\ »ttU CKf his temperament. The pminAil 
lh«^ Kuumu >iij^Hv«u Wh^Hh^^e h^ b^ ! s^u^tioD produced by a stone that &lls 
liv\^vx Kuu-^s^U ^^ tW *i^£^uk v»r whvthw o« the arm, does not displease the less 
t^i^ ^ckikv^w Uh^%w ih^"' iiv^'^vvitx w>l ihiu^ iHH^ause it comes from a cause deprived 
Uv^ «^lvN<*\x ^HiMaU\ lUU^xvH iW tjkjar^ i><]wiU, and which acts by the necessity 
iH\^^ua\s( WW KU Hv^l A itatK>4ial ^tt- <>f its nature. In contemplating man 
v*^M\v*^ ^\v)^^\| ha^K wi^^ ^<y5it^M5^ a* acting necessarily, it is impossible 



^H|^utAM^^ Uvv^x tvv^auU \^|vri^hll\ di 
t»^^tUHlx l^^MUhww^Wt^ JM^tK iutiVt^^d, 
NN \\\ wswWk mmu V iH^H^M i wKilv thvvrny 
>t|^vMla^U^\^ HU\hI with ^iltUntUit^^ caii, 
at uvwx^v vmlv hav^ au iMtiu^^nv^^ ovw 
IHMT'ts^t't a\vu«(^^^nH( iw lhiak^ 

Artvr ^h%^^ r%^rtis^^isM^> it will U«> very 
i^*V h^ tvtwwvt* thi* vlitlk'uUi«^ that are 
\M^\'«H^^tU)tl\ w|^|HVk<Hl to th<^ *y»tem of 
m^aliM^t I whu'h »\) many persons, 
lilii^dvd l»\ \\m\t w\^m\* systems, are 
^li^'iih^u to hav^ <Hm?iidi»red as danger- 
\wu \ a* di^'ti^rviutf of minishment ; as 
OdlouUti^d t\uli«turh public tranquillity; 
a<« It^tuiiuit <o unohaiu the passions, and 
\\\ o\Mif\mud idt»aj« of vice and of virtue. 

*rho \>ppo^«?rj» of necessity say: that 
if nil thi» rtotion;* of man are necessary, 
\\\\ n}i\\{ whatever exists to punish bad 
oui»!^, or even to be angry with those 
who oonunit them ; that nothing ought 
to ho imputed to them ; that the laws 
wouUl he unjust, if they should decree 
punishment for necessary actions; in 
short, that under this system, man 
could neither have merit nor demerit. 
In reply it may be argued, that, to 
impute an action to any one, is to 
attribute that action to him— to ac- 
knowledge him for the author: thus, 
when even an action was supposed to 
be the effect of an agent, and that agent 
necessity J the imputation would still 
lie : the merit or demerit that is ascribed 
to an action are ideas originating in the 
effects, whether favourable or perni- 
cious, that result to those who expe- 
rience its operation: when, therefore, 
it should be conceded that the agent 
was necessity, it is not less certain 
that the action would be either good 
or bad; estimable or contemptible, to 
those who must feel its influence ; in 



to avoid distinguishing that mode of 
action or being which is agreeable, 
which elicits approbation, from that 
which is affile tmg, which, irritates, 
which nature obliges him to blame 
and to prevent. From this it will be 
seen that the system of fatalism does 
not in any manner change the actual 
state of things, and is by no means 
calculated to confound man's ideas of 
virtue and vice.* 

Laws are made with a view to 
maintain society, and to prevent man 
associated from injuring his neighbour; 
they are therefore competent to punish 
Those who disturb its harmony, or those 
who commit actions that are injurious 
to their fellows; whether these asso- 
ciates may he the agents of necessity, 
or whether they are free agents, ii 
suffices to know that thev are sus- 
ceptible of modification, and are there- 
fore submitted to the operation of the 
law. Penal laws are those motives 
which experience has shown capable 
of restraining or of annihilating the 
impulse passions give to man's will: 
from whatever necessary cause man 
may derive these passions, the legis- 
lator proposes to arrest their effect, and 
when he takes suitable means he is 
certain of success. The jurisconsult, 

* Man's nature always revolts against thajt 
which opposes it : there are men so choleric, 
that they infuriate themselves even against 
insensible and inanimate objects; reflection 
on their own impotence to modify these objects 
ought to conduct them back to reason. Pa- 
rents are frequently very much to be blamed 
for correcting their children with anger : they 
phould be contemplated as beings wno are not 
yet modified, or who have, perhaps, been very 
oadly modified by themselves : nothing is more 



common in life, than to see men punish faults 
sAorty that it would be capable of either j of which they are themselves the cause. 



OF FATALISM. 



in decreeing to crime, gibbets, tortures, 
or any other chastisement whatever, 
does nothing more than is done by the 
architect, who in building a house 
places gutters to carry off the rain, and 
prevent it from sapping the foundation. 

Whatever may be the cause that 
obliges man to act, society possesses 
the right to crush the effects : as much 
as the man whose land would be ruined 
by a river,, has to restrain its waters by 
a bank, or even, if he is able, to turn its 
course. It is by virtue of this right, 
that society has the power to intimidate 
and to punish, with a view to its own 
conservation, those who may be tempted 
to injure it ; or those who commit ac- 
tions which are acknowledged really to 
interrupt its repose, to be inimical to its 
security, or repugnant to his happiness. 

It will perhaps be argued, that society 
does not usually punish those faults 
in which the will has no share; that 
it punishes the will alone; that this 
It IS which decides the nature of the 
crime, and the degree of its atrocity : 
that if this will be not free, it ought 
not to be punished. I reply, that society 
is an assemblage of sensible beings, 
susceptible of reason, who desire their 
own welfare, who fear evil, and seek 
after good. These dispositions enable 
their will to be so modified or deter- 
mined, that they are capable of holding 
such a conduct as will conduce to the 
end they have in view. Education, 
the laws, public opinion, example, 
habit, fear, are the causes that must 
modify associated man, influence his 
will, regulate his passions, restrain the 
actions of him who is capable of in- 
juring the end of his association, and 
thereby make him concur to the gene- 
ral happiness. These causes are of a 
nature to maike impressions on every 
man whose organization and whose 
essence place him in a capacity to 
contract the habits, the modes of think- 
ing, and the manner of acting, with 
which society is willing to inspire him. 
' All the individuals of the human species 
are susceptible of fear ; from whence it 
flows as a natural consequence, that 
the fear of punishment, or the privation 
of the happiness he desires, are motives 
that must necessarily more or less influ- 
ence his will, and regulate his actions. 
If the man is to be found, who is so 
badly constituted as to resist or to be 
No. IV.— 14 



insensible to those motives which 
operate upon all his fellows, he is not 
fit to live in society ; he would contra- 
dict the very end of his association; 
he would be its enemy ; he would 

Elace obstacles to its natural tendency ; 
is rebellious disposition, his unsociable 
will, not being susceptible of that modi- 
fication which is convenient to his own 
true interests and to the interests of his 
fellow citizens, these would unite them- 
selves against such an enemy ; and the 
law which is the expression of the 
general will, would visit with condign 
punishment that refractory individual 
upon whom the motives presented to 
him by society had not the effect which 
it had been induced to expect : in con- 
sequence such an unsociable man would 
be chastised ; he would be rendered 
miserable; and,accordingtothe nature 
of his crime he would be excluded from 
society, as a being but little calculated 
to concur in its views. 

If society has the right to conserve 
itself, it has also the right to take the 
means : these means are the laws which 
present to the will of man those motives 
which are most suitable to deter him 
from committing injurious actions. If 
these motives fail of the proper effect, 
if they are unable to influence him, 
society, for its own peculiar good, is 
obliged to wrest from him the power 
of doing it farther injury. From what- 
ever source his actions may arise, 
whether they are the result of free 
agency, or whether they are the off^ 
spring of necessity, society coerces him, 
if after having furnished him with mo- 
tives sufficiently powerful to act upon 
reasonable beings, it perceives that 
these motives have not been compe- 
tent to vanquish his depraved nature. 
It punishes him with justice, when the 
actions from which it dissuades him 
are truly injurious to society ; it has an 
unquestionable right to punish, when it 
only commands or defends those things 
that are conformable to the end pro- 
posed by man in his association. But, 
on the other hand, the law has not 
acquired the right to punish him, if it 
has failed to present to him the motives 
necessary to have an influence over his 
will ; it has not the right to coerce him, 
if the negligence of society has deprived 
nim of the means of subsisting, of 
exercising his talents, of exerting his 
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industry, and of labouring for its wel- 
fare. It is unjust, when it punishes 
those to whom it has neither given an 
education, nor honest principles ; whom 
it has not enabled to contract habits 
necessary to the maintenance of society : 
it is unjust, when it punishes them for 
faults which the wants of their nature, 
or the constitution of society has ren- 
dered necessary to them: it is unjust 
and irrational, whenever it chastises 
them for having followed those pro- 
pensities which example, which public 
opinion, which the institutions, which 
society itself conspires to give them. 
In short, the law is defective when it 
does not proportion the punishment to 
the real evil which society has sustained. 
The last degree of injustice and folly is, 
when society is so blinded as to inflict 
punishment on those citizens who have 
served it usefully. 

Thus penal laws in exhibiting ter- 
rifying objects to man who must be 
supposed susceptible of fear, present 
him ilvith motives calculated to have 
an influence over his will. The idea 
of pain, the privation of liberty, the fear 
of death, are, to a being well constituted 
and in the full enjoyment of his faculties, 
very puissant obstacles that strongly 
oppose themselves to the impulse of his 
unruly desires : when these do not co- 
erce his will, when they fail to arrest 
his progress, he is an irrational being, 
a madman, a being badly organized, 
against whom society has the right to 
^aranty itself and to take measures 
for its own security. Madness is, 
;7ithout doubt, an involuntary and a 
necessary slate; nevertheless, no one 
feels it unjust to deprive the insane of 
their liberty, although their actions can 
only be imputed to the derangement 
of their brain. The wicked are men 
whose brain is either constantly or 
transitorily disturbed; still they must 
be punished by reason of the evil they 
commit ; they must always be placed 
in the impossibility of injuring society ; 
if no hope remains of bringing them 
back to a reasonable conduct, and to 
adopt a mode of action conformable to 
the great end of association, they must 
be for ever excluded its benefits. 

It will not be requisite to examine 

here how far the punishments, which 

society inflicts upon those who offend 

against it, may be reasonably carried. 



Reason should seem to indicate, tnat 
the law ought to show to the necessary 
crimes of man all the indulgence that 
is compatible with the conservation of 
society. The system of fatalism, as 
we have seen, does not leave crime 
unpunished ; but it is at least calculated 
to moderate the barbarity with which 
a number of nations punish the victims 
to their anger. This cruelty becomes 
still more absurd when experience has 
shown its inutility: the habit of wit- 
nessing ferocious punishments, famil- 
iarizes criminals with the idea. If it 
be true that society possesses the right 
of taking away the life of its members ; 
if it be really a fact that the death of a 
criminal, thenceforth useless, can be 
advantageous for society, (which it will 
be necessary to examine,) humanity 
at least exacts, that this death should 
not be accompanied with useless tor- 
tures with which laws too frequently 
seem to delight in overwhelming theur 
victim. This cruelty defeats its own 
end, as it only serves to make the 
culprit, who is immolated to the public 
vengeance, sufier without any advan- 
tage to society : it moves the compassion 
of the spectator, and interests him in 
favour of the miserable offender who 
groans under its weight: it impresses 
nothing upon the wicked ; whilst the 
sight of those cruelties destined for 
himself but too frequently renders him 
more ferocious, more cruel, and more 
the enemy of his associates : if the 
example of death were less frequent, 
even without being accompanied with 
tortures, it would be more efficacious.* 



* The greater number of ciiminals only 
look upon death as a bad quarter of an hour. 
A thief Heeing one of his comrades display a 
want of firmness under the punishment, said 
to him : " Is not this wJiat I have often told 
yoUy that in our btisiness we have one evil 
Tnore than the rest of mankind?" Robberies 
are daily committed even at the foot of the 
scafiblds where criminals are punished. In 
those nations, where the penalty of death is 
so lightly infiicted, has sufficient attention 
been paid to the fact, that society is yearly 
deprived of a great number of individuals who 
would be able to render it very useful service, 
if made to work, and thus indemnify the com- 
munity for the injuries they have committed 1 
The facility with which the lives of men are 
taken away, proves the tyranny and incapa- 
city of legislators : they find it a much shorter 
road to cfestroy the citizens, than to seek after 
the means to render them better. 
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What shall he said for the unjust 
cruelty of some nations, in which the 
law, that ought to have for its object 
the advantage of the whole, appears to 
be made only for the security of the 
most powerful ; in which punishments 
the most disproportionate to the crime, 
unmercifully take away the lives of 
men, whom the most urgent necessity 
has obliged to become criminal ? It is 
thus, that in a ^reat number of civilized 
nations, the life of the citizen is placed 
in the same scales with money ; that 
the unhappy wretch, who is perianing 
I from hunger and misery, is put to death 
I for having taken a pitinil portion of the 
j superfluity of another whom he beholds 
rolling in abundance ? It is this, that 
in many otherwise very enlightened 
societies, is called justice, or making 
the punishment commensurate with the 
crime. 

This dreadful iniquity becomes yet 
more crying, when the laws decree the 
most cruel tortures for crimes to which 
the most irrational customs give birth ; 
which bad institutions multiply. Man, 
as it cannot be too frequently repeated, 
is so prone to evil, only because every 
thing appears to urge him on to the 
commission, by too frequently showing 
him vice triumphant : his education is 
void in most states ; he receives from 
society no other principles, save those 
of an unintelligible religion, which 
make but a feeble barrier against his 
propensities : in vain the law cries out 
to him : " abstain from the goods of thy 
neighbour ;" his wants, more powerful, 
loudly declare to him that he must live 
at the expense of a society who has 
done nothing for him, and who con- 
demns him to groan in misery and in 
indigence ; frequently deprived of the 
common necessaries, he compensates 
himself by theft, and by assassination ; 
he becomes a plunderer by profession, 
a murderer by trade, and seeks, at the 
risk of his life, to satisfy those wants, 
whether real or imaginary, to which 
every thing around him conspires to 
ffive birth. Deprived of education, he 
= has not been taught to restrain the fury 
of his temperament. Without ideas of 
decency, destitute of the true principles 
of honour, he engages in criminal pur- 
suits that injure his country, which has 
been to him nothing more than a step- 



mother. In the paroxysui of his rage, 
he only sees the gibnet that awaits 
him; his unruly desires have become 
too potent; they have given an invete- 
racy to his habits which preclude him 
from changing them ; laziness has made 
him torpid; despair has rendered him 
blind ; he rushes on to death ; and 
society punishes him rigorously for , 
those fatal and necessary dispositions, 
which it has itself engendered in his 
heart, or which at least it has not taken 
the pains seasonably to root out and to 
oppose by motives calculated to give 
him honest principles. Thus society^ 
frequently punishes those propensities 
of which It IS itself the author, or which 
its negligence has suffered to spring up 
in the mind of man : it acts like those 
unjust fathers, who chastise their chil- 
dren for vices which they have them- 
selves made them contract. 

However unjust and unreasonable 
this conduct may be, or appear to be, 
it is not the less necessary : society, 
such as it is, whatever may be its cor- 
ruption^ whatever vices may pervade 
its institutions, like every thing else in 
nature, tends to subsist and to conserve 
itself: in consequence it is obliged to 
punish those excesses which its own 
vicious constitution has produced : in 
despite of its peculiar prejudices and 
vices, it feels cogently that its own 
immediate security demands, that it 
should destroy the conspiracies of those 
who make war against its tranquillity : 
if these, hurried on by necessary pro- 
pensities, disturb its repose and injure 
Its interests, this following the natural 
law, which obliges it to labour to its 
own peculiar conservation, removes 
them out of its road, and punishes 
them with more or less rigour, accord- 
ing to the objects to which it attaches 
the greatest importance, or which it 
supposes best suited to further its own 
peculiar welfare : without doubt it de- 
ceives itself frequently, but it deceives 
itself necessarily, for want of the know- 
ledge calculated to enlighten it with 
regard to its true interests, or for want 
of those, who regulate its movements, 
possessing proper vigilance, suitable 
talents, and the requisite virtue. From 
this it will appear, that the injustice 
of a society badly constituted, and 
blinded by its prejudices, is as neces- 
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sary as the crimes of those by whom 
it is hostily attacked and distracted.* 
The body politic, when in a state of 
insanity, cannot act more consistently 
with reason than one of its members 
whose brain is disturbed by madness. 

It will still be said that these max- 
ims, by submitting every thing to ne- 
cessity, must confound, or even de- 
stroy, the notions man forms of justice 
and injustice, of good and evil, of 
ment and demerit. I deny it : although 
man, in every thing he does, acts neces- 
sarily, his actions are good, just, and 
meritorious, every time they tend to the 
jreal utility of his fellows, and of the 
society of which he makes a part : they 
we, of necessity, distinguished from 
Uiose which are really prejudicial to 
the welfare of his associates. Society 
is just, good, and worthy our reverence, 
when it procures for all its members 
their physical wants, affords them pro- 
ilection, secures their liberty^ and puts 
them in possession of their natural 
rights. It is in this that consists all 
the happiness of which the social com- 
pact is susceptible. Society is unjust, 
and unworthy our esteem, when it is 
partial to a few, and cruel to the great- 
er number: it is then that it multi- 
plies its enemies, and obliges them to 
revenge themselves by criminal actions 
which it is under the necessity to pun- 
ish. It is not upon the caprices of 
political society that depend the true 
notions of justice and injustice, the 
right ideas of moral good and evil, a 
just appreciation of merit and demerit ; 
it is upon utility — upon the necessity 
of things — which always forces man 
to feel that there exists a mode of act- 
ing which he is obliged to venerate and 
approve, either in his fellows or in 
society : whilst there is another mode 
which his nature makes him hate, 
which his feelings compel him to con- 
demn. It is upon his own peculiar 
essence that man founds his ideas of 
pleasure and of pain, of right and of 
wrong, of vice and of virtue : the only 
difference between these is, that pleas- 
ure and pain make them instantane- 



* A society punishing excesses to which it 
has itself given birth, may be compared to a 
man attacked with the lousy disorder, who is 
obliged to kill the insects, although it is his 
own diseased constitution which every mo- 
ment produces them. 



ously felt in his brain ; whilst the ad- 
vantages that accrue to him from jus- 
tice and virtue, frequently do not dis- 
play themselves but after a long train 
of reflections, and after multiplied ex- 
periences, which many, either from a 
defect in their confonnation or from the 
peculiarity of the circumstances under 
which they are placed, are prevented 
from making, or, at least, from making 
correctly. 

By a necessary consequence of this 
truism, the system of fatalism, although 
it has frequently been so accused, does 
not tend to encourage man in crime, 
and to make remorse vanish from his 
mind. His propensities are to be as- 
cribed to his nature ; the use he makes 
of his passions depends upon his habits 
upon his opinions, upon the ideas he 
has received in his education, and upon 
the examples held forth by tne society 
in which he lives. These things are 
what necessarily decide his conduct. 
Thus when his temperament renders 
him susceptible of strong passions, he 
is violent m his desires, whatever may 
be his speculations. 

Remorse is the painful sentiment 
excited in him by grief caused either 
by the immediate or probable future 
effect of his passions : if these effects 
were always useful to him, he would 
not experience remorse; but, as soon 
as he is assured that his actions render 
him hateful or contemptible ; or as sor»n 
as he fears he shall be punished in 
some mode or other, he becomes rest- 
less and discontented with himself: he 
reproaches himself with his own con- 
duct; he feels ashamed; he fears the 
judgment of those beings whose affec- 
tion he has learned to esteem; in 
whose good will he finds his own com- 
fort deeply interested. His experience 
proves to him, that the wicked man is 
odious to all those upon whom his ac- 
tions have any influence : if these ac- 
tions are concealed at the moment, he 
knows it very rarely happens they 
remain so forever. The smallest re- 
flection convinces him, that there is no 
wicked man who is not ashamed of 
his own conduct; who is truly con- 
tented with himself; who does not 
envy the condition of the good man ; 
who is not obliged to acknowledge, 
that he has paid very dearly for those 
advantages he is never able to enjoy 
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experienced in this eternal wrestling 
with his associates, whose penetration 
he dreads ? Demand of him what he 
thinks of himself, he will shrink from 
the question. Approach the bedside 
of this villain at the moment he is 
dying, ask him if he would be willing 
to recommence, at the same price, a 
life of similar agitation ? If he is in- 
genuous, he will avow that he has tast-, 
ed neither repose nor happiness ; that 
each crime filled him with inquietude ; 
that reflection prevented him from 
sleeping ; that th«} world has been to 
him only one continued scene of alarm 
and an everlasting anxiety of mind ; 
that to live peaceably upon bread and 
water, appears to him to be a much 
happier, a more easy condition, than to 
possess riches, credit, reputation, hon- 
ours, on the same terms that he has him- 
self acquired them. If this villain, mau- 
gre all his success, finds his condition 
so deplorable, what must be thought of 
the feelings of those who have neither 
the same resources, nor the same ad- 
vantages, to succeed in their criminal 
projects ? 

Thus the system of necessity, is a 
truth not only founded upon certain 
experience, but, again, it establishes 
morals upon an immoveable basis. Far 
from sapping the foundations of virtue, 
it points out its necessity; it clearly 
shows the invariable sentiments it must 
excite — sentiments so necessary, so 
strong, that all the prejudices and all 
the vices of man's mstitutions, have 
never been able entirely to eradicate 
them from his mind. When he mis- 
takes the advantages of virtue, it ought 
to be ascribed to the errours that are 
infused into him; to the irrationality 
of his institutions. All his wander- 
ings are the fatal and necessary conse- 
quences of errour and of prejudices 
which have identified themselves with 
his existence. Let it not therefore any 
longer be imputed to his nature that he 
has become wicked, but to those bane- 
ful opinions he has imbibed with his 
mother's milk which have rendered 
him ambitious, avaricious, envious, 
haughty, arrogant, debauched, intole- 
rant, obstinate, prejudiced^ incommodi- 
ous to his fellows, and mischievous to 
himself. It is education that carries 
into his system, the germ of those vices, 



which necessarily torment him during 
the whole course of his life. 

Fatalism is reproached with dis- , 
couraging man, damping the ardour of 
his soul, plunging him into apathy, and 
with destroying the bonds that sliould 
connect him with society. Its oppo- 
nents say : " If every thing is necessaiy, 
we must let things go on, and not be 
disturbed at any thing." But does it " 
depend on man to be sensible or not ? 
Is he master of feeling, or not feeling 
pain? If nature has endowed him 
with a humane and tender soul, is it 
possible he should not interest himself 
m a very lively manner in the welfare 
of beings whom he knows are necessary 
to his own peculiar happiness? His 
feelings are necessary ; they depend on 
his own peculiar nature, cultivated by 
education. His imagination, prompt to 
concern itself with the felicity of his . 
race, causes his heart to be oppressed 
at the sight of those evils his fellow ! 
creature is obliged to endure : makes 
his soul tremble in the contemplation 
of the misery arising from the despotism 
that crushes him ; from the superstition 
that leads him astray; from the pas- 
sions that distract him ; from the follies 
that are perpetually ranking him in a 
state of warfare against his neighbour. 
Although he knoWs that death is the 
fatal and necessary period to the form 
of all beings, his soul is not afiected in 
a less lively manner at the loss of a 
beloved wiie — at the demise of a child 
calculated to console his old age — at 
the final separation from an esteemed 
friend, who had become dear to his 
heart. Although he is not ignorant 
that it is the essence of fire to bum, he 
does not believe he is dispensed from 
using his utmost efforts to arrest the 

Erogress of a conflagration. Although 
e is intimately convinced that the 
evils to which he is a witness are the 
necessary consequence of primitive 
errours with which his fellow citizens 
are imbued, yet he feels he ought to 
display truth to them, (if nature has 
given him the necessary courage,) 
under the conviction that if they listen 
to it, it will by degrees become a cer- 
tain remedy for their sufferings — that 
it will produce those necessary efiects 
which It is of its essence to operate. 
If the speculations of man modify 
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his conduct, if they change his tem- 
perament, he ought not to doubt that 
the system of necessity would have the 
most advantageous influence over him : 
not only is it suitable to calm the greater 
part of'^ his inquietude, but it will also 
contribute to inspire him with a useful 
submission, a rational resignation to the 
decrees of a destiny, with which his 
too great sensioility frequently causes 
him to be overwhelmed. This happy 
apathy without doubt would be desirable 
to those whose souls^ too tender to brook 
the inequalities of life, frequently render 
them the deplorable sport of their fate ; 
or whose organs, too weak to make 
resistance to the buffetings of fortune, 
incessantly expose them to be dashed 
in pieces under the rude blows of ad- 
versity. 

But, of all the important advantages 
the hmnan race would be enabled to 
derive from the doctrine of fatalism 
if man was to apply it to his conduct, 
none would be of greater magnitude, 
none of more happy consequence, none 
that would more efficaciously corrobo- 
rate his happiness, than that general 
■indulgence, that universal toleration, 
that must necessarily spring from the 
opinion that all is necessary. In con- 
sequence of the adoption of this prin- 
ciple, the fatalist, if he had a sensible 
soul, would commiserate the prejudices 
of his fellow man, would lament over 
his wanderings, would seek to unde- 
ceive him, without ever irritating him- 
self against his weakness — without 
ever insulting his misery. Indeed, 
what right have we to hate or despise 
man for his opinions ? His ignorance, 
his prejudices, his imbecility, his vices, 
his passions, his weakness, are they 
not the inevitable consequence of vicious 
institutions ? Is he not sufficiently pun- 
ished by the multitude of evils that 
afflict him on every side ? Those despots 
who crush him with an iron sceptre, are 
they not continual victims to their own 
peculiar restlessness, and eternal slaves 
to their suspicions ? Is there one wicked 
individual who enjoys a pure, an un- 
mixed, a real happiness ? Do not nations 
unceasingly suffer from their follies? 
Are they not the incessant dupes to 
their prejudices ? Is not the ignorance 
of chiefs, the ill-will they bear to rea- 
son, the hatred they have for truth, 
punished by the imbecility of their citi- 



zens, and by the ruin of the states they 
^vern? In short, the fatalist would 
grieve to witness necessity each moment 
exercising its severe decrees upon mor- 
tals who are ignorant of its power, or 
who feel its castigation, without being 
willing to acknowledge the hand from 
whence it proceeds ; he will perceive, 
that ignorance is necessary, that credu- 
lity is the necessary result of ignorance, 
that slavery and bondage are necessar>' 
consequences of ijpiorant credulity ; 
that corruption of manners springs 
necessarily from slavery ; that the 
miseries of society and of its members, 
are the necessary offspring of this cor- 
ruption. 

The fatalist, in consequence of these 
ideas, will neither be a gloomy mis- 
anthrope, nor a dangerous citizen. He 
will pardon in his brethren those wan- 
derings which their nature vitiated by 
a thousand causes, has rendered neces- 
sary; he will offer them consolation; 
he will endeavour to inspire them with 
courage ; he will be sedulous to unde- 
ceive them in their idle notions ; in 
their chimerical ideas ; but he will 
never show them that rancorous ani- 
mosity which is more suitable to make 
them revolt from his doctrines than to 
attract them to reason. He will not 
disturb the repose of society ; he will 
not raise the people to insurrection 
against the sovereign authority ; on the 
contrary, he will feel that the miserable 
blindness and perverseness of so many 
conductors of the people, are the neces- 
sary consequence of that flattery admin- 
istered to them in their infancy ; of the 
depraved malice of those who surround 
them, and who wickedly corrupt them, 
tnat they may profit by their folly : in 
short, that these things are the inevi- 
table effect of that profound ignorance 
of their true interest, in which every 
thing strives to keep them. 

The fatalist has no right to be vain 
of his peculiar talents or of his virtues :. 
he knows that these qualities are only 
the consequence of his natural organiza- 
tion, modified by circumstances that 
have in nowise depended upon himself. 
He will neither have hatred nor feel 
contempt for those whom nature and 
circumstances have not favoured in a 
similar manner. It is the fatalist who 
ought to be humble and modest from 
principle : is he not obliged to acknow 
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ledge that he possesses nothiDg that he 
has not previously received ? 

In fact, every thing will conduct to 
indulgence the fatalist whom experience 
has convinced of the necessity of things. 
He will see with pain that it is tne 
essence of a society badly constituted, 
unwisely governed, enslaved to preju- 
dice, attached to unreasonable customs, 
submitted to irrational laws, degraded 
under despotism, corrupted oy kixur)'^, 
inebriated with false opinions, to be 
filled with trifling members ; to be 
composed of vicious citizens ; to be 
made up of cringing; slaves, who are 
proud of their chams; of ambitious 
men, without ideas of true glory; of 
misers and prodigals ; of fanatics and 
libertines ! Convinced of the necessary 
connexion of things, he will not be 
surprised to see that the supineness of 
their chiefs carries discouragement into 
their country ; or that the influence of 
their governors stirs up bloody wars by 
which it is depopulated ; causes useless 
expenditures that empoverish it ; and 
that all these excesses united is the 
reason why so many nations contain 
only men wanting happiness, who are 
devoid of morals, destitute of virtue. 
In ail this, he will contemplate nothing 
more than the necessary action and 
reaction of physics upon morals, of 
morals upon physics. In short, all 
who acknowledge fatality, will remain 
persuaded that a nation badly governed 
IS a soil very abundant in poisonous^ 
plants ; that these have such a plentiful 
growth as to crowd each other and 
choke themselves. It is in a country 
cultivated by the hands of a Lycurgus, 
that he will witness the production of 
intrepid citizens, of noble-minded indi- 
viduals, of disinterested men, who are 
strangers to irregular pleasures. In a 
country cultivated by a Tiberius, he 
will find nothing but villains, with 
depraved hearts, men with mean con- 
temptible souls, despicable informers, 
and execrable traitors. It is the soil, 
it is the circumstances in which man 
finds himself placed, that renders him 
either a useful object or a prejudicial 
being: the wise man avoids the one, 
as he would those dangerous reptiles 
whose nature it is to sting and com- 
municate their deadly venom; he at- 
taches himself to the other, esteems 
klm^ loves him, as he does tnose deli- 



cious fruits, with whose rich maturity 
his palate is pleasantly gratified, and 
with whose cooling juices he finds 
himself agreeably refreshed : he sees 
the wicked without anger ; he cherishes 
the good with pleasure ; he delights in 
the bountiful ; lie knows full well that 
the tree which is languishing without 
culture in the arid, sandy desert ; that 
is stunted for want of attention; leafless 
for want of moisture ; that has grown 
crooked from neglect; become barren 
from want of loam ; would perhaps 
have expanded far and wide its verdant 
boughs, brought forth delectable fruit, 
afibrded an umbrageous refreshing shel- 
ter, if its seed had been fortunately 
sown in a more fertile soil, or if it had 
experienced the fostering cares of a 
skilful cultivator. 

Let it not then be said, that it is 
degrading man to reduce his functions 
to a pure mechanism ; that it is shame- 
fully to undervalue him, to compare him 
to a tree — to an abject vegetation. The 
philosopher devoid of prejudice, does 
not understand this language invented 
by those who are ignorant of what con- 
stitutes the true dignity of man. A tree 
is an object which, in its station, joins 
the useful with the agreeable ; it merits 
our approbation when it produces sweet 
and pleasant fruit, and when it afibrds 
a favourable shade. All machines are 
precious, whenever they are truly useful, 
and when they faithfully perform the 
functions for which they are designed. 
Yes, I speak it with courage, the honest 
man. when he has talents and possesses 
virtue, is, for the beings of his species, 
a tree that furnishes them with delicious 
fruit, and affords them refreshing shelter: 
the honest man is a machine, of which' 
the springs are adapted to fulfil its func- 
tions in a manner that must gratify the 
expectation of all his fellows. ]>k>, I 
should not blush to be a machine of this 
sort ; and my heart would leap with joy 
if I could foresee that the fruit of my 
reflections would one day be useful and 
consoling to my fellow man. 

Is not nature herself a vast machine, 
of which the human species is but a 
very feeble spring? I see nothing con- 
temptible either in her or in her pro- 
ductions : all the beings who come out 
of her hands are good, are noble, are 
sublime^ whenever they co-operate to 
the p''** * "^ /v^— . ♦« the main- 
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tenance of harmonv in the sphere where 
they must act. Or whatever nature the 
soul may be, whether mortal or immor- 
tal ; whether it be regarded as a spirit, 
or whether it be looked upon as a por- 
tion of the body ; it will be found noble, 
< great, and sublime, in a Socrates, in an 
Aristides, in a Cato : it will be thought 
abject, it will be viewed as despicable 
and cDrrupt in a Claudius, in a Sejanus, 
in a Nero : its energies will be admired 
in a Shakspeare, m a Corneille, in a 
Newton, in a Montesquieu: its base- 
ness will be lamented when we behold 
mean men, who flatter tyranny, or who 
servilely cringe at the foot of super- 
stition. 

All that has been said in the course 
of this work, proves clearly that every 
thing is necessary ; that every thing is 
always in order relatively to nature, 
where all beings do nothing more than 
follow the laws that are imposed on 
their respective classes. It is part of 
jher plan, that certain portions of the 
jearth shall bring forth delicious fruits, 
J whilst others shall only furnish bram- 
■bles and noxious vegetables: she has 
' been willing that some societies should 
': produce wise men and great heroes , 
Ithat others should only give birth to 
' Icontemptible men, without energy, and 
^destitute of virtue. Winds, tempests, 
hurricanes, volcanoes, wars, plagues, 
famine, diseases, death, are as necessary 
to her eternal march, as the beneficent 
heat of the sun, the serenity of the 
atmosphere, the gentle showers of 
spring, plentiful years, peace, health, 
harmony, life : vice and virtue, dark- 
ness and light, ignorance and science, 
are equally necessary; the one are not 
benefits, the other are not evils, except 
for those beings whose happiness they 
influence, by either favouring or de- 
ranging their peculiar mode of existence. 
The whole cannot he miserable^ but it 
may contain unhappy individuals. 

Nature, then, distributes with the 
same hand that which is called order, 
and that which is called disorder; 
that which is called pleasure, and that 
which is called pain; in short, she 
difiuses, by the necessity of her exist- 
ence, good and evil, in the world we 
inhabit. Let not man therefore either 
arraign her bounty, or tax her with 
malice; let him not imagine that his 
vociferations or his supplications, can 
No. IV.— 15 



ever arrest her colossal power, always 
acting after immutable laws. Let him 
submit silently to his coi^dition; and 
when he suffers, let him not seek a 
remedy by recurring to chimeras that 
his own aistempered imagination has 
created ; let him draw from the stores 
of nature herself the remedies which 
she offers for the evil she brings upon 
him : if she send him diseases, let 
him search in her bosom for those 
salutary productions to which she has 
given birth. If she gives him errours, 
she also furnishes him with experience 
and truth to counteract and destroy 
their fatal effects. If she permits man 
to groan under the pressure of his vices, 
beneath the load oi his follies, she also 
shows him in virtue a sure remedy for 
his infirmities: if the evils that some 
societies experience are necessary, when 
they shall have become too incommo- 
dious, they will be irresistibly obliged to 
search for those remedies wnich nature 
will always point out to them. If this 
nature has rendered existence insup- 
portable to some unfortunate beings 
whom she may appear to have selected 
for her victims, still death is a door 
that will surely be opened to them, 
and wUl deliver them from their mis- 
fortunes, although they may be deemed 
impossible of cure. 

Let not man, then, accuse nature 
with being inexorable to him; since 
there does not exist an evil for which 
she has not furnished the remedy to 
those who have the courage to seek 
and apply it. Nature follows general 
and necessary laws in all her opera- 
tions ; physical and moral evil are not 
to be ascribed to her want of kindness, 
but to the necessity of things. Physical 
calamity is the derangement produced 
in man's organs by physical causes 
which he sees act: moral evil is the 
derangement produced in him by physi- 
cal causes, of which the action is tc 
him a secret. These causes always 
terminate by producing sensible effects, 
which are capable of striking his senses ; 
neither the thoughts nor the will of man 
ever show themselves but by the marked 
effects they produce either in himself 
or upon those beings whom nature has 
rendered susceptible of feeling their 
impulse. He suffers, because it is ol 
the essence of some beings to derange 
the economy of his machine ; he enjoys 
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because the properties of some beings 
are analogous to his own mode of 
existence ; he is bom, because it is of 
the nature of some matter to combine 
itself under a determinate form; he 
lives, he acts, he thinks, because it is 
of the essence of certain combinations 
to maintain themselves in existence for 
a season ; at length he dies, because a 
necessary law prescribes tnat all the 
combinations which are formed, shall 
either be destroyed or dissolve them- 
selves. From all this it results, that 
nature is impartial to all its productions ; 
she submits man, like all other beings, 
to those eternal laws from which sne 
has not been able to exempt herself: 
if she was to suspend these laws, even 
for an instant, from that moment dis- 
order would reign in her system, and 
her harmony would be disturbed. 

Those who wish to study nature, 
must take experience for their guide; 
this, and this only, can enable them to 
dive into her secrets, and to unravel by 
degrees the frequently imperceptible 
woof of those slender causes of which 
she avails herself to operate the greatest 
phenomena : by the aid of experience, 
man often discovers in her new proper- 
ties, perceives modes of action entirely 
unknown to the ages which have pre- 
ceded him ; those effects which his 
grandfathers contemplated as marvel- 
lous, which they regarded as super- 
natural efforts, looked upon as miracles, 
have become familiar to him in the 
present day ; are at this moment con- 
templated as simple and natural conse- 
quences of which he comprehends the 
mechanism and the cause. Man, in 
fathoming nature, has arrived at dis- 
covering the true causes of earthquakes, 
of the periodical motion of the sea, of 
subterraneous conflagrations, of me- 
teors, of the electrical fluid, the whole 
of which were considered by his ances- 
tors, and are still so by the ignorant, 
as indubitable signs of heaven's wrath. 
His posterity, in following up, in recti- 
fying the experience already made, will 
go still farther, and discover effects and 
causes which are totally veiled from 

E resent eyes. The united efforts of the 
uman species, will one day perhaps 
penetrate even into the sanctuary of 
nature, and throw into light many of 
those mysteries, whichj up to the pre- 



sent time, she seems to ,haye refused 
to all his researches. 

In contemplating man under his true 
aspect ; in quitting authority to follow 
experience; in laying aside errour to 
consult reason ; m submittinfi^ every 
thing to physical laws, from which his 
imagination has vainly exerted its ut- 
most power to withdraw them ; it will 
be found, that the phenomena of the 
moral world follow exactly the same 
general rules as those of the physical, 
and that the greater part of those asto- 
nishing effects, which ignorance aided 
by his prejudices, makes him consider 
as inexplicable and as wonderful, are 
natural consequences flowing from sim- 
ple causes. He will find, that the erup- 
tion of a volcano and the birth of a 
Tamerlane are to nature the same thmg ; 
in recurring to the primitive causes of 
those striking events which he beholds 
with consternation, of those terrible 
revolutions, those frightful convulsions 
that distract mankind, lay waste the 
fairest works of nature, and ravage 
nations, he will find the wills that 
compassed the most surprising changes, 
that operated the most extensive altera- 
tions m the state of things, were moved 
by physical causes, whose exility made 
him treat them as contemptible, and 
as utterly incapable to give birth to the 
phenomena, whose mzignitude strikes 
him with awe and amazement. 

If man was to judge of causes by 
their effects, there would be no small 
causes in the universe. In a nature- 
where every thing is connected ; where 
every thing acts and reacts, moves and 
changes, composes and decomposes, 
forms and destroys, there is not ain 
atom which does not play an important 
and necessary part ; there is not an 
imperceptible particle, however minute, 
which, placed in convenient circum- 
stances, does not operate the most 
prodigious effects. If man was in a 
capacity to follow the eternal chain, 
to pursue the concatenated links that 
connect with their causes all the effects 
he witnesses, without losing sight of 
any one of its rings, if he could unravel 
the ends of those insensible threads 
that give impulse to the thoughts, 
decision to the will, direction tj the 
passions of those men who are called 
mighty, according to their actions ; he 



OF FATALISM. 



lU 



• would find that they are true atoms 
'which nature employs to move the 
moral world ; that it is the unexpected 
but necessary junction of these indis- 
cernible particles of matter, it is their 
aggregation, their combination, their 
proportion, their fermentation, which 
modifying the individual by degrees, 
in despite of himself, and frequently 
without his own knowledge, make him 
think, will and act in a determinate 
but necessary mode. If the will and 
the actions of this individual have an 
influence over a great number of other 
men, here is the moral world in a state 
of the gceatest combustion. Too much 
acrimony in the bile of a fanatic, blood 
too much inflamed in the heart of a 
conqueror, a painful indigestion in the 
stomach of a monarch, a whim that 
passes in the mind of a woman, are 
sometimes causes sufficient to bring on 
war, to send millions of men to the 
slaughter, to root out an entire people, 
to overthrow walls, to reduce cities mto 
ashes, to plunge nations into slavery, 
to put a whole people into mourning, 
to breed famine m a land, to engender 
pestilence, to propagate calamity, to 
extend misery, to spread desolation far 
and wide upon the surface of our globe, 
through a long, series of ages. 

The dominant passion of an indi- 
vidual of the human species, when it 
disposes of the passions of many others, 
arrives at combining their will, at 
uniting their efforts, and thus decides 
the condition of man. It is after this 
manner that an ambitious, crafty, and 
voluptuous Arab gave to his countrymen 
an impulse, of which the effect was 
the subjugation and desolation of vast 
countries in Asia, in Africa, and in 
Europe ; whose consequences were suf- 
ficiently potential to give a novel system 
of religion to millions of human beings ; 
to overturn the altars of their former 
gods ; in short, to alter the opinions, to 
change the customs of a considerable 
portion of the population of the earth. 
But in examining the primitive sources 
of this strange revolution, what were 
the concealed causes that had an influ- 
ence over this man, that excited his 
peculiar passions, that modified his 
temperament ? What was the matter 
from the combination of which resulted 
a crafty, ambitious, enthusiastic, and 
eloquent man ; in short, a personage 



competent to impose on his fellow 
creatures, and capable of making them 
concur in his views. They were th« 
insensible particles of his blood, the 
imperceptible texture of his fibres, the 
salts, more or less acrid, that stimu- 
lated his nerves, the proportion of 
igneous fluid that circulated in his 
system. From whence came these 
elements ? It was from the womb of 
his mother, from the aliments which 
nourished him, from the climate in 
which he had his birth, from the ideas 
he received, from the air which he 
respired, without reckoning a thousand 
inappreciable and transitory causes, 
that, in the instance given, nad modi- 
fied, had determined the passions of 
this important being, who had thereby 
acquired the capacity to change the 
face of this mundane sphere. 

To causes so weak in their principles, 
if in the origin the slightest obstacle 
had been opposed, these wonderful 
events, which have astounded man, 
would never have been produced. The 
fit of an ague, the consequence of bile 
a little too much inflamed, had sufficed, 
perhaps, to have rendered abortive all 
the vast projects of the legislator of the 
Mussulmen. Spare diet, a glass of 
water, a sanguinary evacuation, would 
sometimes have been sufficient to have 
saved kingdoms. 

It will be seen, then, that the con- 
dition of the human species, as well as 
that of each of its individuals, every 
instant depends on insensible causes, 
to which circumstances, frequently fugi- 
tive, give birth ; that opportunity de- 
velops, and convenience puts in action: 
man attributes their effects to chance, 
whilst these causes operate necessarily 
and act according to fixed rules : he 
has frequently neither the sagacity, nor 
the honesty, to recur to their true prin- 
ciples ; he regards such feeble motives 
with contempt, because he has been 
taught to consider them as incapable 
of producing such stupendous events. 
They are, however, these motives, 
weak as they may appear to be, these 
springs, so pitiful in his eyes, which, 
according to her necessary laws, suffice 
in the hands of nature, to move the 
universe. The conquests of a Gengis- 
khan have nothing in them that is more 
strange to the eye of a philosopher than 
the explosion of a mine, caused in its 
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principle by a feeble spark, which com- 
inences wilh setting fire to a single 
grain of powder; this presently com- 
nmiiicates itself to many millions of 
other contiguous ^ins, of which the 
united and multiplied powers, terminate 
by blowing up mountains, overthjow- 
inj^fortiflcations, or converting populous 
cities into heaps of ruins. 

Thus, imperceptible causes, concealed 
mthe bosom cfnature until the moment 
their action is displayed, frequently 
decide the fate of man. The happiness 
or the wretchedness, the prosperity or 
the misery of each individual, as well 
&a that of whole nations, are attached 
to powers which it is impofisible for 
him to foresee, to appreciate, or lo arrest 
the action. Perhaps, at this moTnent, 
atoms are amassing, insensible particles 
are combining, of which the assemblage 
shall fonu a sovereign, who will be 
either the scourge or the saviour of a 
mighty empire." Man cannot answer 
for his own destiny one single instant; 
behas no cognizance of what is passing 
within himself; he is ignorant of the 
causes which act in the interior of his 
machine; he knows nothing of the cir- 
cumstances that will give them activity 
and develop their energy ; it is, never- 
theless, on thes4 causes, impossible to 
be unravelled by him, that depends his 
condition in life. Freijuently an un- 
foreseen rencounter gives birth to a 
passion in his soul, of which the con- 
seguencea shall necessarily have an 
influence over his felicity. It is thus 
that the most virtuous man, by a whim- 
sical combination of unlocked for cir- 
cumstances, may become in an instant 
the most criminal of bis species. 

This truth, without doubt, will be 
found frightful and terrible : but at 
bottom, what has it more revolting 
than that which teaches him that an 
infinity of accidents, as Irremediable as 
they are unforeseen, may every instant 
wrest from him that life to which he 
is so strongly attached t Fatalism 
reconciles the good man easily to death : 
it makes him contemplate it as a certain 
means of withdrawing himself from 
wickedness ; this system shows death, 
even to the happy man himself, as a 
medium between him and those mis- 

• By a BIrnnge coincidence, Napoleon 
Buonapflne was bom the same year in which 
the System of Nature was first publiehed. 



formnes which frequently terminate bj 
poisoning his happiness, and with im 
bittering the most fortunate ejislence. 

Let man then submit to necessity 
in despite of himself it will always 
hurry bim forward : let him resign 
himself to nature; let him accept tha 
^ood with which ^he presents him; 
fel him oppose to the necessary evil 
trhich she makes him experience, those 
necessary remedies whicn she consents 
to afford him : let him not disturb his 
mind with useless inquietude; let him . 
enjoy with moderation, because be will i y 
End that pain is the necessary com- . 
panion of eicess; let him follow the' 
paths of viitue^ because every thing 
will prove to him, even in this world 
of perverseness, that it is absolutely 
necessary to render bim estimable in 
the eyes of others, and to make him 
contented with himself. 

Feeble, and vain mortal, thou pre- 
tendest to be a free agent ; alas, dost 
not thou see all the threads which 
enchain Ibee? Dost thou not perceive 
that they are atoms which form thee ; 
that they are atoms which move thee ; 
that they are circumstances independent 
of thyself that modify thy being, and 
rule thy destiny? In the puissant na- 
ture that environs thee, shalt thou pre- 
tend to be the only being who is able 
to resist her power? Dost thou reallv 
believe, that thy weak prayers will 
induce her to stop in her eternal match 
or change her everlasting course? 



CHAPTER Xm. 

Of Ike Imnuirltdityqrike Saul I— Of Ihc Doe- 
trine of a Future State i— Of the Fear ^ 
Deaik. 

The reflections presented to the reader 
in this work, tend to show, what ought 
to be thought of the human soul^ as 
well as of Its operations and faculties: 
every thing proves, in the most con- 
vincing mannei, that it acts and moves 
according lo laws similar to those pre- 
scribed to the other beings of nature; 
that it cannot be distinguished from 
Che body ; that it is born with it ; that 
it grows up with it; that it is modified 
in the same progression ; in short, every 
thing ought to make man conclude that 
it periahps with it. This soul, a? well 
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as the body, passes through a state of 
weakness and infancy; it is in this 
stage of its existence that it is assailed 
by a multitude of modifications and of 
ideas which it receives from exterior 
objects through the medium of the 
organs; that it amasses facts; that it 
collects experience, whether true or 
false ; that it forms to itself a system 
of conduct, according to which it thinks 
and actSj and from whence results either 
its happmess or its misery, its reason 
or its delirium, its virtues or its vices : 
arrived with the body at its full powers ; 
havinj^ in conjunction with it reached 
maturity, it does not cease for a single 
instant to partake in common of its 
sensations, whether these are agreeable 
or disagreeable ; in consequence it con- 
jointly approves or disapproves its state ; 
like it. It is either sound or diseased, 
active or languishing, awake or asleep. 
In old age, man extinguishes entirely, 
his fibres become rigid, his nerves lose 
their elasticity, his senses are obtunded, 
his sight grows dim, his ears lose their 
quickness, his ideas become uncon- 
nected, his memory fails, his imagina- 
tion cools ; what, then, becomes of his 
«oul? Alas! it sinks down with the 
body; it gets benumbed as this loses 
its feeling, becomes sluggish as this 
decays in activity; like it, when en- 
feebled by years it fulfils its functions 
with pain ; and this substance, which 
IS deemed spiritual or immaterial, 
undergoes the same revolutions, and 
experiences the same vicissitudes as 
does the body itself. 

In despite of this convincmg proof 
of the materiality of the soul, and of 
its identity with the body, some thinkers 
have supposed that although the latter 
' is perishable, the former does not perish ; 
that this portion of man enjoys the 
especial privilege of immortality; that 
it IS exempt from dissolution and free 
from those changes of form all the 
beings in nature undergo: in conse- 
quence of thisj man has persuaded 
himself that this privileged soul does 
not die : its immortality above all 
appears indubitable to those who sup- 
pose it spiritual : after having made it 
a simple being, without extent, devoid 
of parts, totally difierent from any thing 
of which he has a knowledge, he pre- 
tended that it was not subjected to the 
laws of decomposition common to all 



beings, of which experience shows him 
the continual operation. 

Man, feeling within himself a con- 
cealed force that insensibly produced 
action, that imperceptibly gave direc- 
tion to the motion of nis machine, 
believed that the entire of nature, ot 
whose energies he is ignorant, with 
whose modes of acting he is unac- 
quainted, owed its motion to an agent 
analogous to his o^vn soul, who acted 
upon the great macrocosm in the same 
manner that this soul acted upon his 
body. Man having supposed himself 
double, made nature double also : he 
distinguished her from her own pecu- 
liar energy ; he separated her from her 
mover, which by degrees he made spi- 
ritual. Thus this bemg distinguished 
from nature was regarded as the soul 
of the world, and the soul of man was 
considered as portions emanating from 
this universal soul. This notion upon 
the origin of the soul, is of very remote 
antiquity. It was that of the Egyptians, 
of the Chaldeans, of the Hebrews, of 
the greater number of the wise men of 
the east.* It was in these schools that 
Pherecydes, Pythagoras, Plato, drew up 
a doctrine so flattering to the vanity of 
human nature — so gratifying to the 
imagination of mortals. Thus man 
believed himself a portion of the Divi- 
nity ; immortal, like the Godhead, in 
one part of himself; nevertheless, reli- 
gions subsequently invented have re- 
nounced these advantages, which they 



* It appears that Moses believed, with the 
Egyptians, the divine emanation of souls : 
according to him, " God formed man of the 
diist of the ground^ and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life ; and man became 
a living soul ;" Gen. ii. 7. — nevertheless Chris- 
tians at this day reject this system of Divine 
emanation, seeing that it supposes the Divinity 
divisible; besides, their relimon having need 
of a Hell to torment the souls of the damned, 
it would have been necessary to send a portion 
of the Divinity to Hell, conjointly with tht^ 
souls of those victims that were sacrificed to 
his own vengeance. Although Moses, in the 
above quotation, seems to indicate that the 
soul was a portion of the Divinity, it does not 
appear that the doctrine ,of the immortality 
of the soul was established in any one of the 
books attributed to him. It was during the 
Babylonish captivity that the Jews learned the 
doctrine of fiiture rewards and punishments, 
taught by Zoroaster to the Persians, but which 
the Hebrew Legislator did not understand, or 
at least he left his people ignorant on tho 
subject 
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judged incompatible with the other 
parts of their systems : they held forth 
that the sovereign of nature, or her 
contriver, was not the soul of man, but 
that in virtue of his omnipotence, he 
created human souls in proportion as 
he produced the bodies which they 
must animate; and they taught, that 
these souls once produced, by an effect 
of the same onmipotence, enjoyed im- 
mortality. 

However it may be with these varia- 
tions upon the origin of souls, those 
who supposed them emanating from 
the Divinity, believed that after the 
death of the body, which served them 
for an envelope, they returned by re- 
funding to their first source. Those 
who, without adopting the opinion of 
divine emanation, admired the spiritu- 
ality and the immortality of the soul, 
were under the necessity to suppose a 
region, to find out an anode for these 
souls, which their imagination painted 
to them each according to his fears, his 
hopes, his desires, and his prejudices. 

Nothing is more popular than the 
doctrine of the immortality of the soul; 
nothing is more universally diffused 
than the expectation of another life. 
Nature having inspired man with the 
most ardent love for his existence, the 
desire of preserving himself for ever 
was a necessary consequence : this 
desire was presently converted into 
certainty ; from that desire of existing 
eternally, which nature has implanted 
in him, he made an argument to prove 
that man would never cease to exist. 
Abbadie says : " Our soul has no useless 
desires, it desires naturally an eternal 
life;" and by a very strange logic he 
concludes, that this desire could not 
fail to be fulfilled.* However this may 
be, man, thus disposed, listened with 
avidity to those whp announced to him 
systems so conformable with his wishes. 
Nevertheless, he ought not to regard 
as supernatural the desire of existing, 
which always was, and always will be, 

• Cicero before Abbadie had declared the 
immortality of the soul to be an innate idea 
in man ; yet, strange to tell, in another part 
of his works he considers Pherecydes as the 
inventor of the doctrine — Naturam Ipsam de 
immortalitate animarum tacitam judicare; 
nescio quomodo inhseret in mentibus quasi 
MBculorum quodam augurium. Permanere 
animos arbitramur consensu nationum om- 
ukun. — 7\£sculam Dispviat, lib ^ 



of the essence of man ; it oaght not to 
excite surprise if he received with eager- 
ness an hypothesis that flattered his 
hopes, by promising that his desire 
would one day be gratified ; but let him 
beware how he concludes, that this 
desire itself is an indubitable proof of 
the reality of this future life, with which, 
for his present happiness, he seems to 
be far too much occupied. The passion 
for existence, is in man only a natural 
consequence of the tendency of a sen- 
sible being, whose essence it is to be 
willing to conserve himself: in the 
human being, it follows the energy of 
his soul or keeps pace with the force 
of his imagination, always ready to 
realize that which he strongly desires. 
He desires the life of the body, never- 
theless this desire is frustrated ; where- 
fore should not the desire for the life of 
the soul be frustrated like the other ?t 

The most simple reflection upon the 
nature of his soul, ought to convince 
man that the idea of its immortality is 
only an illusion of the brain. Indeed, ' 
what is his soul, save the principle of 
sensibility? What is it to think, to 
enjoy, to suffer; is it not to feel? 
What is life, except it be the assem- 
blage of modifications, the congrega- 
tion of motion, peculiar to an organized 
being? Thus, as soon as the body 
ceases to live, its sensibility can no 
longer exercise itself; therefore it can 
no longer have ideas, nor in consequence 
thoughts. Ideas, as we have proved, 
can only reach man through his senses ; 
now, how will they have it, that once 
deprived of his senses, he is yet capable 
of receiving sensations, of having per- 
ceptions, of forming ideas? As mey 
have made the soul of man a being 
separated from the animated body, 
wherefore have they not made life a 
being distinguished from the living 
body ? Life in a body is the totality 
of its motion ; feeling and thought 
make a part of this motion: thus, in 
the dead man, these motions will cease 
like all the others. 

Indeed, by what reasoning will it be 
proved, that this soul, which cannot 



t The partisans of the doctrine of the im- 
mortality of the soul, reason thus : " All men 
desire to live for ever ; therefore they will Uve 
for ever." Suppose the argument retorted qm 
them : " All men naturally desire to be rich ; 
therefore, all men will one day be rich." 
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feel, think, will, or act, but by aid of man's 
organs, can simer pain, be susceptible 
of pleasure, or eren have a conscious- 
ness of its own existence, when the 
organs which should warn it of their 
presence, are decomposed or destroyed ? 
Is it not evident that the soul depends 
on the arrangement of the various parts 
of the body, and on the order with which 
these parts conspire to perform their 
fxmctions or motions? Thus the or- 
ganic structure once destroyed, can it 
be doubted the soul will be destroyed 
also ? Is it not seen, that during the 
whole course of human life, this soul 
is stimulated, changed, deranged, dis- 
turbed, by all the chanp^es man's organs 
experience ? And yet it will be insisted 
that this soul acts, thinks, subsists, 
when these same organs have entirely 
disappeared ! 

An organized being may Ije com- 
pared to a clock^ which, once broken, 
IS no longer suitable to the use for 
which it was designed. To say, that 
the soul shall feel, shall think, shall 
enjoy, shall suffer, after the death of 
the Dody, is to pretend, that a clock, 
shivered into a thousand pieces, will 
continue to strike the hour, and have 
the faculty of markiqg the progress of 
time. Those who say, that the soul of 
man is able to subsist notwithstanding 
the destruction of the body, evidently 
support the position, that toe modifica- 
tion of a body will be enabled to con- 
serve itself, after the subject is de- 
stroyed : but this is completely absurd. 

It will be said, that the conservation 
of the soul after the death of the body, 
is an effect of the divine omnipotence : 
but this is supporting an absurdity by 
a gratuitous hypothesis. It surely is 
not meant by divine omnipotence, of 
whatever nature it may be supposed, 
that a thing shall exist and not exist 
at the same time: that a soul shall 
feel and think without the intermediates 
necessary to thought. 

Let them, then^ at least forbear assert- 
ing, that reason is not wounded by the 
doctrine of the immortality of the soul, 
or by the expectation of a future life. 
These notions, formed to flatter man, 
or to disturb the imagination of the 
uninformed who do not reason, cannot 
appear either convincing or probable to 
Enlightened minds. Reason, exempted 
from the illusions of prejudice, is, with- 



out doubt, wounded by the supposition 
of a soul that feels^ that thinks, that is 
afflicted, that rejoices, that has i<tea«| 
without having or^ns ; that is to say. 
destitute of the only known and natural 
means by which it is possible for it to 
feel sensations, have perceptions, or 
form Ideas. If it be replied, that other 
means are able to exist, which are 
supernatural or unknown ; it may be 
answered, that these means of trans- 
mitting ideas to the soul separated from 
the body, are not better known to, or 
more within the reach of those who 
suppose it than they are of other men. 
It is at least very certain, that all those 
who reject the system of innate ideas, 
cannot, without contradicting their own 
principles, admit the groundless doc- 
trine of the immortality of the soul. 

In defiance of the consolation that 
so many persons pretend to find in the 
notion of an eternal existence ; in de- 
spite of that firm persuasion, which 
such numbers of men assure us they 
have, that their souls will survive their 
bodies, they seem so very much alarmed 
at the dissolution of this body, that they 
do not contemplate their end, which 
they ought to desire as the period of so 
many miseries, but with the neatest 
inquietude : so true it is, that the real, 
the present, even accompanied with 
pain, has much more influence over 
mankind, than the most beautiful chi- 
meras ot the future, which he never 
views but through the clouds of uncer- 
tainty. Indeed the most religious men, 
notwithstanding the conviction they 
express of a blessed eternity, do not 
find these flattering hopes sufficiently 
consoling to repress their fears and 
trembling when they think on the 
necessary dissolution of their bodies. 
Death was always for mortals the 
most frightful point of view ; they 
regard it as a strange phenomenon, 
contrary to the order of thmgs, opposed 
to nature; in a word, as an effect of 
the celestial vengeance, as the wages 
of sin. Although every thing proves 
to man that death is inevitable, he is 
never able to familiarize himself with 
its idea ; he never thinks on it without 
shuddering, and the assurance of pos- 
sessing an immortal soul, but feebly 
indemnifies him for the grief he feels 
in the deprivation of his perishable body. 
Two causes contribute to strensLthftu 
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and nourish his alarm } the one is, that 
this death, commonly accompanied with 
pain, wrests from him an existence that 
pleases him, with which heis acquainted, 
to which he is accustomed ; the other is 
the uncertainty of the state that must 
succeed his actual existence. 
, The illustrious Bacon has said : that 
• " Men fear death, for the same reason 
; that children dread being alone in dark- 
ness."* Man naturally challenges every 
thing wilh which he is unacquainted : 
he IS desirous to see clearly, to the end 
that ho may guaranty himself against 
those oi)jects which may menace his 
8 li'ft} .hat he may fee enabled to 

prcxiu.u fur himself those which may 
be useful to him. The man who exists, 
cannot form to himself any idea of 
non-existence ; as this circumstance 
disturbs him, for want of experience 
his imagination sets to work ; this 
points out to him, either well or ill, 
this uncertain state : accustomed to 
think^ to feel, to be stimulated into 
activity, to enjoy society, he contem- 
plates as the gi-eatest misfortune a dis- 
solution that will strip him of these 
objects, and deprive him of those sensa- 
tions which his present nature has 
rendered necessary to him; that will 
prevent his being warned of his own 
existence; that shall bereave him of his 

Pleasures to plunge him into nothing, 
n supposing it even exempt from pain, 
he always looks upon this nothing as 
an afflicting solitude, as a heap of pro- 
found darkness ; he sees himself in a 
state of general desolation, destitute of 
all assistance, and feeling the rigour 
of this frightful situation. But does 
not a profound sleep help to give him 
a true idea of this nothing ? Does not 
that deprive him of every thing 1 Does 
it not appear to annihilate the universe 
to him, and him to the universe ? Is 
death any thing more than a profound 
and permanent sleep ? Is it for want 
of being able to form an idea of death, 
that man dreads it; if he could figure 
to himself a true image of this state of 
annihilation, he would from thence 
cease to fear it ; but he is not able to 
conceive a state in which there is no 
feeling; he therefore believes, that 

• Nam veluti pueri trepidant, atque omnia csssis 
In tenebris metuunt : sic nos in luce timemus 
Interdum, nihilo quae sunt metuenda magis quam 
Quae pueri in tenebris pavitant, finguntque futura. 
LucretittSi Lib. IJI. v. 87, et aeq. 



when he shall no longer exist he will 
have the same feelings and tne same 
consciousness of things which during 
his existence appear to his mind in 
such gloomy colours : imagination pic- 
tures to him his funeral pomp; the 
OTave they are dig^ng for him; the 
lamentations that will accompany him 
to his last abode ; he persuades himself 
that these melancholy objects will afiect 
him as painfully, even after his decease, 
as they do in his present condition in 
which he is in full possession of his 
senses.f 

Mortal, led astray by fear ! after thy 
death thine eyes will see no more; 
thine ears will hear no lonorer ; in the 
depth of thy grave, thou wilt no more 
be witness to this scene which thine 
imagination at present represents to 
thee under such dismal colours; thou 
wilt no longer take part in what shall 
be done in the world ; thou wilt no 
more be occupied with what may befall 
thine inanimate remains, than thou 
wast able to be the day previous to 
that which ranked thee among the 
beings of thy species. To die, is to 
cease to think, to feel, to enjoy, to 
suffer ; thy sorrows will not follow thee 
to the silent tomb. Think of death, 
not to feed thy fears and to nourish 
thy melancholy, but to accustom thyself 
to look upon it with a peaceable eye, 
and to cheer thee up agamst those false 
terrours with which the enemies to thy 
repose labour to inspire thee ! 

The fears of death are vain illusions, 
that must disappear as soon as we learn 
to contemplate this necessary event 
under its true point of view. A great 
man has defined philosophy to be 
a meditation on death ;% he is not 
desirous by that to have it understood 
that man ou^ht to occupy himself 
sorrowfully with his end, with a view 
to nourish his fears; on the contrary 
he wishes to invite him to familiarize 
himself with an object that nature 
has rendered necessary to him, and to 
accustom himself to expect it with a 
serene countenance. If life is a benefit, 
if it be necessary to love it, it is no less 
necessary to quit it, and reason ought 

t Nee videt in vera nullum fore morte alium, »c : 
Qui possit vivus sibi ae lugere peremptum, 
Stansque jaceutum, nee lacerari, arive dolore. 

Lucret. LU>. III.. 

t Mt\Vnf Tk batdt/TH. And Lucan has said : 
Scire mori sors prima viris. 
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to teach him a calm resignation to the 
decrees of fate : his welfare exacts that 
he should contract the habit of contem- 
plating without alarm an event that his 
essence has rendered inevitable: his 
interest demands that he should not by 
continual dread imbitter his life, the 
charms of Vhich he must inevitably 
destroy, if he can never view its termi- 
nation but with trepidation. Reason 
and his interest concur to assure him 
against those vague terrours with which 
his imagination inspires him in this 
respect. If he was to call them to his 
assistance, they would reconcile him to 
an object that only startles him because 
he has no knowledge of it, or because 
it is only shown to him with those 
hideous accompaniments with which 
it is clothed by superstition. Let him, 
then, endeavour to despoil death of 
these vain illusions, and he will per- 
ceive that it is only the sleep of life ; 
that this sleep will not be disturbed 
with disagreeable dreams, and that an 
unpleasant awakening will never fol- 
) low it. To die, is to sleep ; it is to re- 
/ enter into that state of insensibility in 
which he was previous to his birth ; 
before he had senses, before he was 
conscious of his actual existence. 
Laws, as necessary as those which 
gave him birth, will make him return 
into the bosom of nature from whence 
he was drawn, in order to reproduce 
him afterwards under some new form, 
which it would be useless for him to 
know : without consulting him, nature 
places him for a season in the order of 
organized beings ; without his consent, 
she will oblige him to quit it to occupy 
some other order. 

Let him not complain, then, that 
nature is callous ; she only makes him 
undergo a law from which she does 
not exempt any one being she contains.* 
If all are born and perish; if every thing 
is changed and destroyed ; if the birth 
of a being is never more than the first 
step towards its end ; how is it possible 
to expect that man, whose machine is 
«) frail, of which the parts are so com- 



• Quid de renim natura querimur, ilia se i 
bene gessit ; vita si scias uii, longa est. — | 
V. Senec. de BrevUate VitcR. Man complains 
of the short diu-ation of life— of the rapidity 
with which time flies away ; yet the greater 
nrnnbOT of men do not know now to employ 
either time or life. > 

No. IV.— 16 



plicated, the whole of which possesses 
such extreme mobility, should b<i ex- 
empted from the common law which 
decrees that even the solid earth he 
inhabits shall experience change, shall 
undergo alteration — perhaps be de- 
stroyed ! Feeble, frail morial ! thou 
pretendest to exist for ever ; wilt thou, 
then, that for thee alone, eternal nature 
shall change her undeviating course? 
Dost thou not behold in those eccentric 
comets with which thine eyes are 
sometimes astonished, that the planets 
themselves are subject to death ? Live 
then in peace, for the season that nature 
permits thee ; and if thy mind be en- 
lightened by reason, thou wilt die with- 
out terrour ! 

Notwithstanding the simplicity of 
these reflections, nothing is more rare 
than the sight of men truly fortified 
against the fears of death : the wise 
man himself turns pale at its approach ; 
he has occasion to collect the whole 
force of his mind to expect it with 
serenity. It cannot then furnish matter 
for surprise, if the idea of death is so 
revolting to the generality of mortals ; 
it terrifies the young ; it redoubles the 
chagrin and sorrow of the old, who are 
worn down with infirmity : indeed the 
aged although enfeebled oy time, dread 
it much more than the young who are 
in the full vigour of lite ; the man of 
many lustres is more accustomed to 
live; the powers of his mind are 
weakened ; he has less energy : at 
length disease consumes him ; yet the 
unhappy wretch thus plunged into mis- 
fortune, and labouring under excru- 
ciating tortures, has scarcely ever dared 
to contemplate death which he ought 
to consider as the period to all his 
anguish. 

If the source of this pusillanimity be 
sought, it will be found in his nature, 
which attaches him to life, and in that 
deficiency of energy in his soul, which 
hardly any thing tends to corroborate, 
but which every thing strives to en- 
feeble and bruise. All human institu- 
tions, all the opinions of man, conspire 
to augment his fears, and to rendei iis 
ideas of death more terrible and revolt- 
ing. Indeed, superstition pleases itself 
with exhibiting death under the most 
frightful traits ; as a dreadful moment, 
which not only puts an end to his 
pleasures, but gives him up without 
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defence to the strange rigour of a piti- 
less despot, which iiotbing can soften. 
According to this superstition, the most 
virtuous man is never sure of pleasing 
him ; but has reason to tremble for the 
severity of his judgments ; to fear the 
dreadful torments and endless punish- 
ments which await ihe victims of his 
caprice, for involuntary weakness or 
the necessary faults of a short-lived 
existence. This implacable tyrant will 
avenge himself of man's infirmities, 
his momentary offences, of the pro- 

Eensities that have been planted in his 
eaii, cf the errours of his mind, the 
opinions he has imbibed in the society 
in whicii he was born without his own 
consent, the ideas he has formed, the 
pas-sions he has indulged, and above all, 
his not being able to comprehend an 
inconceivable being, and all the extra- 
vagant dogmas offered to his accept- 
ance.* 
' Such, then, are the afflicting objects 
with wnich religion occupies its un- 
happy and credulous disciples; such 
are the fears, which the tyrant of human 
thoughts points out to them as salutary. 
In defiance of the exility of the effect 
which these notions produce on the 
greater number of those who say they 
are, or who believe themselves per- 
suaded, they are held forth as the most 
powerful rampart that can be opposed 
to the irregularities of man. Never- 
theless, as will be seen presently, it 
will be found that these systems, or 
rather these chimeras so terrible to 
behold, operate little or nothing on the 
larger portion of mankind, who think 

* Those who dare tp think for themselves — 
those who have refused to listen to their 
enthusiastic guides — ^those who have no reve- 
rence for the Bible — those who have had the 
audacity to consult their reason — those who 
have boldlv ventured to detect impostors — 
those who have doubted the divine mission of 
Jesus Christ — those who believe that Jehovah 
violated decency in his visit to the carpenter's 
wife — those who look upon Mary as no better 
than a strolling wench — those who think that 
St Paul was an arch knave, — are to smart 
everlastingly in flaming oceans of bumhig 
sulphur, are to float to all eternity in the most 
excruciating agonies, on seas of liquid brim- 
stone, wailing and gnashing their teeth : what 
wonder^ then, if man dreads to be cast into 
these hideous gulfs — ^if his mind loathes the 
horrific picture — if he wishes to defer for a 
season these dreadful punishments — if he 
clings to an existence, painful as it may be, 
rather than encounter such revolting cruelties. 



of them but seldom, and never in the 
moment that passion, interest, pleasure, 
or example, hurries them along. If 
these fears act. it is commonly on those 
who have but little occasion to abstain 
from evil: they make honest hearts 
tremble, but fail of effect on the per- 
verse. They torment sensible souls, 
but leave those that are hardened in 
repose ; they disturb tractable and geptle 
ramds, but cause no trouble to rebellious 
spirits : thus they alarm none but those 
who are already suflftciently alarmed; 
they coerce only those who are already 
restrained. 

These notions, then, impress nothing 
on the wicked ; when by accident they 
do act on them, it is only to redouble 
the wickedness of their natural cha- 
racter, to justify them in their own 
eyes, to furnish them with pretexts to 
exercise it without fear, and to follow 
it without scruple. Indeed, the expe- 
rience of a great number of ages has 
shown to what excess of wickedness, 
to what len^hs the passions of man 
have carried him, when they have been 
authorized and unchained by religion ; 
or, at least, when he has been enabled 
to cover himself with its mantle. Man 
has never been more ambitious, never 
more covetous, never more crafty, never 
more cruel, never more seditious, than 
when he has persuaded himself that 
religion permitted or commanded him 
to be so : thus religion did nothing more 
than lend an invincible force to his na- 
tural passions, which, under its sacred 
auspices, he could exercise with im- 
punity and without remorse ; still more, 
the greatest villains, in giving free vent 
to the detestable propensities of their 
natural wickedness, have believed that 
by displaying an over-heated zeal they, 
merited well of heaven ; that they ex- 
empted themselves by crimes from that 
chastisement at the nand of their God. 
which they thought their anterior con 
duct had richly merited. 

These, then, are the effects which 
the salutary notions of theology pro- 
duce on mortals. These reflections 
will furnish an answer to those who 
say, that, " if religion promised heaven 
equally to the wicked as to the righteous, 
there would be found none incredulous 
of another life." We reply that, in point 
of fact, religion does accord heaven to 
the wicked, since it frenuently places 
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in this happy abode the most useless 
and the most depraved of men.* 

Thus religion, as we have seen, 
sharpens the passions of evil disposed 
men, by legitmiating those crimes, at 
which, without this sanction, they would 
shudder to commie ; or for which, at least, 
they would feel shame and experience 
remorse. In short, the ministers of re- 
ligion furnish to the most profligate men 
the means of diverting from their own 
heads the thunderbolt that should strike 
their crimes, with the promise of a never- 
fading happiness. 

With respect to the incredulous, with- 
out doubt there may be amongst them 
wicked men, as well as amongst the 
most credulous ; but incredulity no more 
supposes wickedness than credulity sup- 
poses righteousness. On the contrary) 
the man who thinks, who meditates, 
knows far better the true motives to 
goodness, than be who suffers himself 
to be blindly guided by uncertain mo- 
tives, or by the interest of others. Sensi- 
ble men have the greatest advantage 
in examining opinions which it is pre- 
tended must have an influence over 
their eternal happiness : if these are 
found false or injurious to their present 
life, they will not therefore conclude 
that they have not another life either 
to fear or to hope ; that they are per- 
mitted to deliver themselves up with 
impunity to vices which would do an 
injury to themselves, or would draw 
upon them the contempt and anger of 
society : the man who does not expect 
another life, is the more interested in 
prolonging his existence in this, and in 
rendering himself dear to his fellows 
i^ the only life of which he has any 
knowledge : he has made a great stride 
towards felicity, in disengaging himself 
from those terrours which afflict others.f 

* Such were Moses, Samuel, and David, 
amon^ the Jews; Mahomet amongst the 
Mussulmen; amongst the Christians, Con- 
stantine, St Cynl, St. Athanasius, St. Domi- 
nic, and a great many more pious robbers and 
zealous persecutors, whom the Church reveres! 
We may also add to this list the Crusaders, 
Leaguers, Puritans, and our modem heterodox 
Saints, the Unitarian Inquisitors of Massa- 
chusetts, who, if they had had the power, 
would have condemned Abner Eneeland to 
the devouring flames. 

t A virtuous and good man has nothing to 
fear, but every thing *o hope ; for, if contrary 
to what he is able to judge, there should be 
a hereafter existence, will not his actions have 



Superstition, in fact, takes a pride m 
renderinjg man slothful, credulous, and 
pusillanimous! It is its principle to 
afflict him without intermission; to 
redouble in him the horrours of death : 
ever ingenious in tormenting him, it 
has extended his in(}uietudes beyond 
even his known existence; and its 
ministers, the more securely to dispose 
of him in this world, invented future 
regions, reserving to themselves the 
privilege of awarding recompenses to 
those who yielded most implicitly to 
their arbitrary laws, and of having theilr 
Grod decree punishments to those re- 
fractory beings who rebelled against 
their power.J 

Thus, far from holding forth conso- 
lation to mortals, far from cultivating 
man's reason, far from teaching him to 
yield under the hands of necessity, 
religion strives to render death still 
more bitter to him, to make its yoke 
sit heavy, to fill up its retinue with a 
multitude of hideous phantoms, and to 
render its approach terrible. By this 
means it has crowded the worla with 
enthusiasts, whom it seduces by vague 
promises ; with contemptible slaves, 
whom it coerces with the fear of imagi- 
nary evils. It has at length persuaded 
man, that his actual existence is only 
a journey by which he will arrive at a 
more important life. This irrational 
doctrine of a future life prevents him 
from occupying himself with his true 
happiness; from thinking of amelior- 
ating his institutions, of improving bis 
laws, of advancing the progress of 
science, and of perfectioning his morals. 
Vain and gloomy ideas have absorbed 
his attention : he consents to groan 
under religious and political tyranny ; 
to live in errour, to languish in mis- 
been so regulated by virtue, will he not have 
so comported himseU* in his present existence, 
as to stand a fair chance of enjoying in thdr 
fullest extent those feUcities prepared for his 
species? 

t Let us review the history of Priestcraft in 
all ages, and we shall invariably find it the 
same crafty and contemptible system. Tan- 
talus, for divulging their secrets, must eter- 
nally fear, engulfi^ in burninff sulphur, the 
stone ready to fall on his devoted head ; whilst 
Romulus was beatified and worshipped as a 
Grod under the name of Quirinus. The same 
system of Priestcraft caused the philosopher 
Callisthenes to be put to death, for opposing 
the worship of Alexander, and elevated the 
monk Athanasius to be a saint in heaven I 
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fortune, in the hope, when he shall he 
no more, of heing one day happier ; in 
the firm confidence, that his calamities, 
his stupid patience, will conduct him 
to a never-ending felicity : he has be- 
lieved himself submitted to a cruel God, 
who is willing to make him purchase 
his future welfare, at the expense of 
every thing most dear and most valu- 
able to his existence here below : they 
have pictured their Grod as irritated 
against him, as disposed to appease 
itself by punishing him eternally for 
any efibrts he should make to withdraw 
himself from their power. It is thus 
that the doctrine oi a future life has 
been most fatal to the human species : 
it plunged whole nations into sloth, 
made them languid, filled them with 
indifierence to their present welfare ; 
or else precipitated them into the most 
furious enthusiasm, which hurried them 
on to tear each other in pieces in order 
to merit heaven. 

It will be asked, perhaps, by what 
road has man been conducted, to form 
to himself these strange and gratuitous 
ideas of another world ? I reply, that 
it is a truth man has no idea of a future 
life, which does not exist for him ; the 
ideas of the past and the present furnish 
his imagination with the materials of 
which he constructs the edifice of the 
regions of futurity ; and Hobbes says, 
" We believe that that which is, will 
always be, and that the same causes 
will have the same effects." Man in 
his actual state, has two modes of 
feeling, one that he approves, another 
that he disapproves : thus, persuaded 
that these two modes of feeling must 
accompany him, even beyond his pre- 
sent existence, he placed in the regions 
of eternity two distinguished abodes ; 
one destined to felicity, the other to 
misery : the one will contain the friends 
of his God ; the other is a prison, des- 
tined to avenge Him on all those who 
shall not faithfully believe the doctrines 
promulgated by the ministers of a vast 
variety of superstitions.* 

♦ Has sufficient attention been paid to the 
foct that results as a necessary consequence 
from this reasoning, which on examination 
will bt< found to have rendered the first place 
entirely unless, seeing that by the number 
and contradiction of these various systeins, 
let man believe which ever he may, let him 
Mhw it in the most faithful manner, still he 



Such is the origin of the ideas upon 
a future life, so difiiised among man- 
kind. Every where may be seen an 
Elysium and a Tartarus; a Paradise 
and a Hell ; in a word, two distin- 
guished abodes, constructed according 
to the imagination of the knaves or 
enthusiasts who have invented them, 
and who have accommodated them to 
the peculiar prejudices, to the hopes, 
to the fears, of the people who believe 
in them. The Indian figures the first 
of these abodes as one of inaction and 
of permanent repose, because, being 
the inhabitant of a hot climate, he has 
Jearned to contemplate rest as the 
extreme of felicity : the Mussulman 
promises himself corporeal pleasures, 
similar to those that actually constitute 
the object of his research m this life : 
the Christian hopes for inefiable and 
spiritual pleasures — in a word, for a 
happiness of which he has no idea. 

Of whatever nature these pleasures 
may be, man perceived that a body was 
needful, in order that his soul might be 
enabled to enjoy the pleasures, or to 
experience the pains in reserve for him 
by the Divinity : from hence the doc- 
trine of the resurrection ; but as he 
beheld this body putrify, as he saw it 
dissolve, as he witnessed its decompo- 
sition after death, he therefore had re- 
course to the divine omnipotence, by 
whose interposition he now believes it 
will be formed anew. This opinion, 
so incomprehensible, is said to have 
originated in Persia, among the Magi, 
and finds a great number of adherents, 
who have never given it a serious ex- 
amination.f Others, incapable of ele- 

must be ranked as an infidel, as a rebel to the 
Divinity, because he cannot believe m all ; and 
those from which he dissents, by a conse- 
ouence of their own creed, condemn him to 
the prison-house ? 

t The doctrine of the resurrection appears 
perfectly useless to all those who beheve in 
the existence of a soul, that feels, thinks, snif- 
fers, and enjoys after a separation from the 
body : indeed, there are already sects who be- 
ein to maintain, that the body is not necessary, 
that therefore it will never be resurrected. — 
Like Berkelevj they conceive that " the soul 
has need neither of body nor any exterior be- 
ing, either to experience sensations, or to have 
ideas." The Malebranchistsy in particular, 
must suppose that the rejected souls will see 
hell in the Divinity, and will feel themselves 
bum without havmg occasion for bodies for 
that purpose. 



IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. UB 

rating tbem«5elves to these sublime no- In the second place, those who were 

uons. believed, that under divers forms, blinded by their fears, never rendered 

man animated successively different to themselves any account of these 

animals, of various species, and that strange doctrines, which they either 

he never ceased to be an inhabitant of received with awe from their legisla- 

the earth ; such was the opinion of tors, or which were transmitted to them 

those who adopted the doctrine of by their fathers. In the third place 

Metempsychosis, each sees the object of his terrours 

As for the miserable abode of souls, only at a favourable distance ; more- 
the imagination of fanatics, who were over superstition promises him the 
desirous of governing the people, strove means of escaping the tortures he be- 
to assemble the most frightful images lieves he has merited. At length, like 
to render it still more terrible. Fire is those sick people whom we see cling 
of all beings that which produces in with fondness even to the most painful 
man the most pungent sensation; it life, man preferred the idea of an un- 
was therefore supposed that God could happy though unknown existence, to 
not invent any thing more cruel to that of non-existence, which he looked 
punish his enemies : then fire was the upon as the most frightful evil that 
point at which their imagination was could befall him, either because he 
obliged to stop ; and it was agreed could form no idea of it, or, because 
pretty generally, that fire would one his imagination painted to him this 
day avenge the offended divinity :* thus non-existence, this nothing, as the cou- 
they painted the victims to his anger fused assemblage of all evfls. A known 
as confined in fiery dungeons ; as per- evil, of whatever magnitude, alarmed 
petually rolling in a vortex of bitumin- him less, above all when there remain- 
ous flames ; as plunged in unfathomed ed the hope of being able to avoid it, 
gulfs of liquid sulphur; and making than an evil of which he knew nothing, 
the infernal caverns resound with their upon which consequently his imagi- 
useless groanings, and with their un- nation was painfully employed, but to 
availing gnashing of teeth. which he knew not how to oppose a 

But it will perhaps be inquired, how remedy. 

could man reconcile himself to the be- It will be seen, then, that supersti- 

lief of an existence accompanied with tion, far from consoling man upon the 

eternal torments ; above all, as many necessity of death, only redoubles his 

according to their own religious systems terrours, by the evils which it pretends 

had reason to fear it for themselves ? his decease will be followed : these 

Many causes have concurred to make terrours are so strong, that the miser- 

him adopt so revolting an opinion. In able wretches who believe strictly in 

the first place, very few thinking men these formidal)le doctrines, pass their 

have ever believed such an absurdity, days in affliction, bathed in the most 

when they have deigned to make use bitter tears. What shall be said of an 

of their reason ; or, when they have opinion, so destructive to society, yet 

accredited it, this notion was always adopted by so many nations, which 

counterbalanced by the idea of tne announces to them, tnat a severe God, 

goodness, by a reliance on the mercy, may at each instant, like a thief ^ take 

which they attributed to their God.f them unprovided ; that at each moment 

—7 . J u . u- L they are liable to pass under the most 

♦It IS no doubt to this we owe the atone- • '^^„„ \„A,^^r.^*o -wrko* \a^^ «o« 

ments by^ fire used by a great number of on- rigorous judgment ? What idea can 

ental nations, and practised at this very day ^ i j .v . u 
by the priests of the God of Peace, who are tenseness, we must conclude that man, who 
80 cruel as to consign to the flames aU those if. » ^^^ being, cannot si^er mfinjiely. God 
who differ from them in their ideas of the himself, m despite ofthe efforts he might make 
Divinity. As a consequence of this absurd ^ P?^^ etemaUy for faults which are hmited 
system, the civil magistrates condemn to the U}^^^^ cannot communicate infinity to man. 
fire the sacrilegious and the blasphemer -that The same rnav be said of the joys of Paradise 
is to say, persons who do no harm to any one ; where a finite being will no more comprehend 
whQst they are content to punish more mildly ^ ^"^^^6 God, than he does m this world, 
those who do a real mjury to society. So Pp ^^^ other hand, if God perpetuates the ex- 
much for religion and its effects ! }f ^ence of the danjned, as Chnstianity teaches, 

. "6 perpetuates the existence of sm, which 11 
t If^ as Christians assume, the torments in ^ not very consistent with his supposed love of 
hell are to be infinite in their duration and in- i order. 
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be bettei suited to terrify man, what 
more likely to discourage him, what 
more calculated to damp the desire of 
ameliorating his condition, than the 
afflicting prospect of a world always 
on the brink of dissolution, and of a 
divinity seated upon the ruins of na- 
ture, ready to pass judgment on the 
human species ? Such are, neverthe- 
less, the fatal opinions with which the 
mind of nations has been fed for thou-' 
sands of years ; they are so dangerous, 
that if by a happy want of just infer- 
ence, he did not derogate in his con- 
duct from these afflicting ideas, he 
would fall into the most abject stupid- 
: ity. How could man occupy himself 
with a perishable world, ready every 
moment to crumble into atoms ? How 
think of rendering himself happy on 
earth, when it is only the porch to an 
eternal kingdom ? Is it, then, surpris- 
ing that the superstitions to which such 
doctrines serve for a basis, have pre- 
scribed to their disciples a total detach- 
ment from things below : an entire re- 
nunciation of the most innocent pleas- 
ures ; and have given birth to a slug- 
gishness, to a pusillanimity, to an ab- 
jection of soul, to an insociaoility^ that 
renders him useless to himselt and 
dangerous to others 7 If necessity did 
not oblige man to depart in his prac- 
tice from these irrational systems ; if 
his wants did not bring him back to 
reason, in despite of his religious doc- 
trines, the whole world would present- 
ly become a vast desert, inhabited by 
some few isolated savages, who would 
not even have courage to multiply 
themselves. What kind of notions 
are those which must necessarily be 
put aside, in order that human associa- 
tion may subsist 7 

Nevertheless, the doctrine of a fu- 
ture life, accompanied with rewards 
and punishments, has been regarded 
for a great number of ages as the most 
powerful, or even as the only motive 
capable of coercing the passions of 
naan — as the sole means that can oblige 
him to be virtuous. By degrees, this 
doctrine has become the basis of almost 
all religious and political systems, so 
much so, that at this day it is said this 
prejudice cannot be attacked without 
absolutely rending asunder the bonds 
of society. The founders of religions 
hare made use of it to attacn the<f 



credulous disciples; legislators have 
looked at it as the curb best calculated 
to keep mankind under discipline. 
Many philosophers themselves have 
believed with sincerity, that this doc- 
trine was requisite to terrify man, and 
thus divert him from crime.* 

It must indeed be allowed, that this ^ 
doctrine has been of the greatest utility ; 
to those who have given religions to ■ 
nations and made themselves its minis- : 
ters: it was the foundation of theii' 
power ; the source of their wealth ; the 
permanent cause of that blindness, the 
solid basis of those terrours, which it 
was their interest to nourish in the hu- 
man race. It was by this doctrine the 
priest became first the rival, then the 
master of kings: it is by this dogma 
that nations are filled with enthusiasts 
inebriated with religion, always more 
disposed to listen to its menaces than 
to the counsels of reason, to the orders 
of the sovereign, to the cries of nature, 
or to the laws of society. Politics it- 
self, was enslaved to the caprice of the 
priest; the temporal monarch was 
obliged to bend under the yoke of the 
eternal monarch ; the one only dispos- 
ed of this perishable world ; the other 
extended his power into the world to 
come, much more important for man 
than the earth, on which he is only a 
pilgrim, a mere passenger. Thus the 
doctrine of another life, placed the gov^- 
emment itself in a state of dependance 
upon the priest ; the monarcn was no- 
thing more than his first subject, and 
he was never obeyed, but when the two 
were in accord to oppress the human 
race. Nature in vain cried out to man, 
to be careful of his present happiness ; 
the priest ordered him to be unhappy 
in the expectation of future felicity. 
Reason in vain exhorted him to be 
peaceable, the priest breathed forth fa- 
naticism and lury, and obliged him to 
disturb the public tranquiluty, every 
time there was a question of the inte- 

* When the doctrine of the immortality of the 
soul first came out of the school of Plato, and 
first difilised itself amon^ the Greeks, it caused 
the greatest ravages ; it determijied a multitude 
of men, who were discontented with their con- 
dition, to terminate their existence. Ptolemy 
PhiladelphuB, king of Egypt, seeing the eflfect 
this doctrine^ which at the present day is look- 
ed upon as BO salutary, produced on the brains 
vf his subjects, defended the teaching of it, 
[ under the penalty of death. 
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rests of the invisible monarch of an- 
other life, or the real interests of his 
ministers in tHis. 

Such is the fruit that politics has 
i gathered from the doctrine of a future '. 
* life. The regions of the world to come, \ 
have enabled the priesthood to conquer 
tthe present world. The expectation 
^of celestial happiness, and the dread 
\of future tortures, only served to pre- 
tvent man from seeking after the means 
I to render himself happy here below. 
Thus errour, under whatever aspect it 
is considered, will never be more than 
a source of evil for mankind. The 
doctrine of another life, in presenting 
to mortals an ideal happiness, will ren- 
der them enthusiasts ; in overwhelming 
.'them with fears, it will make useless 
beings, generate cowards, form atra- 
/ hilarious or furious men, who will lose 
sight of their present abode, to occupy 
/ themselves with the pictured regions 
' of a world to come, and with those 
dreadful evils which they must fear 
after their death. 

I If it be insisted, that the doctrine of 
future rewards and punishments is the 
rmost powerful curb to restrain the 
" ; passions of man ; we shall reply by 
' calling in daily experience. If we only 
cast our eyes around, we shall see this 
assertion contradicted ; and we shall 
find that these marvellous speculations 
do not in any manner diminish the 
number of the wicked, because they 
are incapable of changing the tempera- 
ment of man, of annihilating those 
passions which the vices of society 
engender in his heart. In those nations 
who appear the most thoroughly con- 
vinced of this future punishment, may 
be seen assassins, thieves, crafty knaves, 
oppressors, adulterers, voluptuaries ; all 
these pretend they are firmly persuaded 
of the reality of an hereafter ; yet in the 
whirlwind of dissipation, in tne vortex 
of pleasure, in the fury of their passions, 
they no longer behold this formidable 
future existence, which in those mo- 
ments has no kind of influence over 
their earthly conduct. 

In short, in many of those countries 
where the doctrine of another life is so 
firmly established that each individual 
irritates himself against whoever may 
^ have the temerity to combat the opinion, 
or even to doubt it, we see that it is 
utterly incapable of impressing any 



thing on rulers who are unjust who^ 
are neglic^ent of the welfare of^ their 
people, who are debauched ; on courte- , 
sans who are lewd in their habits ; on 
covetous misers ; on flinty extortioners, 
who fatten on the substance of a nation; 
on women without modesty ; on a vast 
multitude of drunken, intemperate and 
vicious men; on great numbers even 
amongst those priests, whose function 
It is to announce the vengeance of 
heaven. If it be inquired of theni, how 
they dare to give themselves up to such 
scandalous actions, which they ought 
to know are certain to draw upon them 
eternal punishment ? They will replv : 
that the madness of their passions, the 
force of their habits, the contagion of 
example, or even the power of circum- 
stances, have hurried them along, and 
have made them forget the dreadful 
consequences in which their conduct 
is likely to involve them ; besides, they 
will say that the treasures of the divine 
mercy are infinite, and that repentance 
suffices to efface the foulest transgres- 
sions, the blackest guilt, and the most 
enormous crimes.* In this multitude 
of wretched beings, who, each after his 
own manner, desolates society with his 
criminal pursuits, you will find only a 
small number who are sufficiently in- . 
timidated by the fears of a miserable- " 
hereafter to resist their evil propensities. 
What did I say ? these propensities are 
in themselves too weak to carry them 
forward, and without the aid of the 
doctrine of another life, the law and 
the fear of censure would have been 
motives sufficient to prevent them fiom 
rendering themselves criminal. 

It is, indeed, fearful, timorous souls, 
upon whom the terrours of another life 
make a profound impression : human 
beings oi this sort come into the world 



* The idea of Divine Mercy cheers up the 
wicked, and makes him forget Divine Justice. 
And indeed, these two attributes, supposed to 
be equally infinite in Grod, must counterbalance 
each other in such a manner, that neither the 
one nor the other are able to act. Yet the 
wicked reckon upon an immoveable Grod, or 
at least flatter themselves to escape from the 
effects of his justice by means of his mercy. 
The highwayman, who knows that sooner or 
later he must perish on the gallows, says, that 
he has nothing to fear, as ne will then have 
an opportunity of maJcing a good end. Every 
Christian believes that true repentance blots 
out all their sins. The East Indian attrib"t«ii 
the same virtues to thft waters of the Qa 
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with moderate ])assions, a Aveakly or^n- 
izatioD, and a cool imagination ; it is 
not therefore surprising that in such 
men, who are already restrained by 
their nature, the fear of future puni^sh- 
ment counterbalances the weak efforts 
of their feeble passions; but it is by 
no means the same with those hardened 
criminals, with those men who are 
habitually vicious, whose unseemly 
excesses nothing can arrest, and who, 
in their violence, shut their eyes to the 
fear of the laws of this world, despising 
still more those of the other. 

Nevertheless, how many persons say 
they are, and even believe themselves 
restrained by the fears of the life to 
come ! But, either they deceive us, or 
they impose upon themselves, by attri- 
butmg to these fears that which is only 
the effect of motives much nearer at 
hand, such as the feebleness of their 
machine, the mildness of their tempera- 
ment, the slender energy of their souls, 
heir natural timidity, the ideas imbibed 
n their education, the fear of conse- 
quences immediately resulting from 
criminal actions, the physical evils 
attendant on unbridled irregularities : 
these are the true motives that restrain 
them, and aot the notions of a future 
life, which men who say they are most 
firmly persuaded of its existence, forget 
whenever a powerful interest solicits 
them to sin. If for a time man would 
pay attention to what passes before his 
eyes, he would perceive that he ascribes 
to the fear of his God that which is in 
reality only the effect of peculiar weak- 
ness, of pusillanimity, of the small 
interest found to commit evil : these 
men would not act otherwise than they 
do if they had not this fear before them ; 
if therefore he reflected, he would feel 
that it is always necessity that makes 
men act as they do. 

Man cannot be restrained, when he 
does not find within himself motives 
sufficiently powerful to conduct him 
back to reason. There is nothing, 
either in this world or in the other, 
that can render him virtuous when an 
untoward organization, a mind badly 
cultivated, a violent imagination, in- 
veterate habits, fatal examples, power- 
ful interests, invite him from every 
quarter to the commission of crime. 
No speculations are capable of restrain- 
iDg the man who braves public opinion, 



who despises the law, who is careless 
of its censure, who turns a deaf ear to 
the cries of conscience, whose power 
in this world places him out of the 
reach of purtishment.* In the violence 
of his transports he will fear still les« 
a distant futuritv, of which the idea 
always recedes oefore that which he 
believes necessary to his immediate 
and present happiness. All lively pas- 
sions blind man to every thing that is 
not its immediate object; the terrours 
of a future life, of which his passions 
always possess the secret to diminish 
to him the probability, can effect nothing 
upon the wicked man who does not fear 
even the much nearer punishment of 
the la w— who sets at naught the assured 
hatred of those by whom he is sur- 
rounded. Man, when he delivers him- 
self up to crime, sees nothing certain 
except the supposed advantage which 
attends it; the rest always appear to 
him either false or problematicsu. 

If man would but open his eyes, he 
would clearly perceive, that to effect 
any thing upon hearts hardened by 
crime, he must not reckon upon the 
chastisement of an avenging Divinity, 
which the self-love natural to man 
always shows him as pacified in the 
long run. He who has arrived at per- 
suading himself that he cannot be happy 
without crime, will always readily de- 
liver himself up to it notwithstanding 
the menaces of religion. Whoever is 
sufficiently blind, not to read his infamy 
in his own heart, to see his own vile- 
ness in the countenances of his asso- 
ciates, his own condemnation in the 
anger of his fellow men, his own un- 
worthiness in the indignation of the 
judges established to puni:?h the offences 
he may commit ; such a man, I say, will 
never feel the impression his crimes 

♦ It will be said, that the fear of another 
life is a curb useful at least to restrain princes 
and nobles, who have no other ; and that this 
curb, such as it is, is better than none. But 
it has been sufficiently proved that the beUef 
in a future life does not controul the actions 
of sovereigns. The only way to prevent 
sovereigns from injuring society, is, to make 
them subservient to the laws, and to prevent 
their ever having the right or power of enslav- 
ing and oppressing nations according lo the 
whim or caprice of the moment. Therefore, 
a good political constitution, founded upon 
nal\iTa\ ngVvta aivd a sound education, is the 
onVy ef^cveivt cYvecV \,o xJaa \xv^\^j5i»o»»% ^ ^5ba 
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shall make on the features of a judge 
that is either hidden from his view, or 
that he only contemplates at a distance. 
The tyrant, who with dry eyes can hear 
the cries of the distressed, who with 
callous heart can hehold the tears of a 
whole people of whose misery he is the 
cause, will not see the an^ry counte- 
nance of a more powerful master. 
When a haughty, arrogant monarch, 
pretends to be accountable for his 
actions to the Divinity alone, it is 
because he fears his nation more than 
he does his God. 

On the other hand, does not religion 
itself annihilate the effects of those 
fears which it announces as salutary ? 
(Does it not furnish its disciples with 
the means of extricating themselves 
. : from the punishments with which it 
. has so frequently menaced them? Does 
' it not tell them, that a steril repentance 
will, even at the moment of death, dis- 
arm the celestial wrath; that it will 
purify the filthy souls of sinners ? Do 
not even the priests, in some super- 
stitions, arrogate to themselves the 
right of remitting to the dying, the 
punishment due to the crimes com- 
mitted during the course of a disorderly 
life ? In short, do not the most perverse 
men, encouraged in iniquity,debauchery, 
and crime, reckon, even to the last mo- 
ment, upon the aid of a religion that 
promises them the infallible means of 
reconciling themselves to the Divinity 
whom they have irritated, and of avoid- 
ing his rigorous punishments ? 

In consequence of these notions, so 
favourable to the wicked, so suitable to 
tranquillize their fears, we see that 
the hope of an easy expiation, far from 
correcting man, engages him to persist 
until death in the most crying disorders. 
Indeed, in despite of the numberless 
advantages which he is assured flows 
from the doctrine of a life to come, in 
defiance of its pretended efficacy to 
repress the passions of men, do not the 
priests themselves, although so inter- 
ested in the maintenance of this system, 
every day complain of its insufficiency? 
They actnowledge, that mortals^ whom 
from their infancy they have imbued 
with these ideas, are not less hurried 
forward hy their evil propensities, less 
sunk in the vortex of dissipation, less 
the slaves to their pleasures, less capti- 
vated hy bad hahits, less driven along 
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by the torrent of the world, less seduced 
by their present interest, which make 
them forget equally the recompense 
and the chastisement of a future exist- 
ence. In a word, the ministers of. 
Heaven allow, that their disciples, for 
the greater part, conduct themselves in 
this world as if they had nothing either 
to hope or to fear in another. 

But let it he supposed for a moment 
that the doctrine of eternal punishments 
was of some utility, and that it really 
restrained a small number of indi» 
viduals ; what are these feeble advan- 
tages compared to the numberless evils 
that flow from it ? Against one timid 
man, whom this idea restrains, there 
are thousands upon whom it operates 
nothing; there are millions whom it 
makes irrational ; whom it renders 
savage persecutors ; whom it converts 
into useless and wicked fanatics ; there 
are millions whose mind it disturbs, 
and whom it diverts from their duties 
towards society ; there are an infinity 
whom it grievously afflicts and troubles, 
without producing any real good for 
their associates.* 



* Many persons, convinced of the utility of 
the belief in another life, consider those who 
do not fall in with this doctrine as the enemies 
of society. However, it will be found on 
examinaaon that the wisest and the most 
enlightened men of antiquity have believed, 
not only that the soul is material and perishes 
with the body, but also that they have attacked 
without hesitation and without subterfuge the 
opinion of future punishments. This senti- 
ment was not peculiar to the Epicureans, but 
was adopted by philosophers of all sects, by 
Pythagoreans, by Stoics, by Peripatetics, by 
Academics ; in short, by the most godly and 
the most virtuous men of Greece and Rome. 
Pythagoras, according to Ovid, speaks thus: — 

O Genus attonitum gelidse formidiiie Mortis, 
Quid stiga, quid tenebras, et nomina vana tiinetis 
Materiem vatum, falsique pericula mundi 1 

Timaeus of Locris, who was a Pythagorean, 
admits that the doctrine of future punishments 
was fabulous, solely destined for the imbecility 
of the uninformed, and but little calculated for 
those who cultivate their reason. 

Aristotle expressly says, that, "Man has 
neither good to hope, nor evil to fear after 
death." 

The Platonists, who made the soul immor- 
tal, could not have any idea of fiiture punish- 
ments, because the soul according to them 
was a portion of the Divinity, which, after the 
dissolution of the body, it returned to rejoin. 
Now, a portion of the Divinity could not be 
subject to sufier. 

Zeno, according to Cicero, supposed the 
soul to be an igneous substance, from wher'*^ 



IHO 



ii.DUCATlON, MORALS, Ac. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Education, Morals, and the Latu, tuMce to 
restrain Man. — Of the Desire qf Immor' 
tality.— Of Suicide. 

It is not then in an ideal world, 
existing no where but in the imagina- 
tion of man, that he must seek to collect 
motives calculated to make him act pro- 
perly m this ; it is in the visible world 
that will be found incitements to divert 
. him from crime and to rouse him to 
virtue. It is in nature, in experience, 

lie concluded it destroyed itself.—Zenoni Stoico 
animus ignis videtur. Si sit ignis, extinguetur ; 
interibit cum reiiquo corpore. 

This philosophical orator, who was of the 
sect of the Acaaemics, is not always in accord 
with himself; however, on several occasions 
he treats openly as fables the torments of Hell, 
and looks upon death as the end of every thing 
for man. — Vide l\isculan.y C. 38. 

Seneca is filled with passae^e^ which con- 
template death as a state of total annihilation :— 
Mors est non esse. Id quale sit jam scio ; hoc 
erit post me quod ante me fuit. Si quid in hac 
re tormend est necesse est et fuisse antequam 
prodiremus in lucem ; atqui nullam sensimus 
tunc vexationem. Speaking of the death of 
his brother, he says : — Quid itaque ejus desi- 
derio maceror, qui aut beatus, aut nullus est ? 
But nothine can be more decisive than what 
he writes to Marcia to console him. (chap. 19.)— 
Co^ta nullis defimctum malis affici : ilia quse 
nobis inferos faciunt terribiles, fabulam esse: 
nuUas imminere mortuis tencbras, nee carce- 
rem, nee flumina flagrantia igne, nee oblivi- 
onis amnem, nee tribunalia, et reos et in ilia 
hbertate tarn laxa iterum tyrannos: luserunt 
ista poetae et vanis nos agitavere terroribus. 
Mors omnium dolorum et solutio est et finis : 
ultra quam mala nostra non exeunt, quae nos 
in illam tranquilitatem, in qua antequam 
nasceremur, iacuimus, reponit. 

Here is also another conclusive passage 
fitjm this philosopher, which is deserving of 
*iie attention of the reader : — Si animus fortiiita 
contempsit; si deonini hominumque formidi- 
nem eiecit, et scit non multum ab homine 
timenaum, a deo nihil ; si contemptor omnium 
quibus torquemr vita eo perductus est ut illi 
liqueat mortem nullius mali esse materiam, 
multorum finem. — V. De Bcnejlciis. VTL i. 

Seneca, the tragedian, explains tiimself in 
ine same manner as the philosopher : — 

Post mortem nihil est, ipsaque mors nihil. 

Velocis spatii meta novissima. 

QuoBris quo jaceas post obitum loco ? 

Quo non nata jacent. 

Mors individua est noxia corpori, 

Nee parcens animse. 

Troades. 

Epictetus has the same idea. In a passage 
reported bvArrian, he says : — " But wnere are 
you going 1 1t cannot he to a place of suflfering : 
you will only return to the place fi-om whence 
yoB came; you are about to be again peace- 



in truth, that he must search out reme- 
dies for the evils of his species, and 
for motives suitable to infuse into the 
human heart propensities truly useful 
for society. 

If attention has been paid to what 
has been said in the course of this work, 
it will be seen, that above all it is 
educat ion that will beat furn ish the tru e 
meansjgf rec tityin y the wandf - rJTyyrajf 
manim Sr "II is tnis tEat should scat!er 
the seeds in his heart; cultivate the 
tender shoots; make a profitable use 

ably associated with the elements fi'om whence 
you are derived. That which in your compo- 
sition is of the nature of fire^ will return to the 
element of fire ; that which is of the nature of 
earth, will rejoin itself to the earth ; that which 
is air, will reunite itself with air ; that which is 
water, will resolve itself into water ; there is 
no Hell, no Acheron, no Cocytus, no Phlege- 
thon." — See Arrian. in Epictet. lib. iiu cap. 13. 
In another place he says : " The hour of death 
approaches ; but do not aggravate your evil, 
nor render things worse than they are : repre- 
sent them to yourself under their true point of 
view. The time is come when the materials 
of which you are composed, gq, to resolve 
themselves into the elements from whence 
they were originally borrowed. What is there 
that is terrible or grievous in that ? Is there 
any thing in the vvorld, that perishes totally 7"— 
See Arrian. lib. iv. cap. 7. § 1. 

The sage and pious Antoninus says : " He 
who fears death, either fears to be deprived of 
all feeling, or dreads to experience different 
sensations. If you lose all feeling, you will 
no longer be subject either to pain or to misery. 
If you are provided with oth^r senses of a 
different nature, you will become a creature 
of a diff*erent species." This great emperor 
further says : " that we must expect oeath 
with tranquillity, seeing that it is only a dis- 
solution of the elements of which each animal 
is composed." — See the Moral Rtjltctions of 
Marcus Antoninus^ lib. ii. 

To the evidence of so many ereat men of 
Pagan antiquity, may be joined that of the 
author of Ecclcsiastes, who speaks of death 
and of the condition of the human soul, like 
an Epicurean ; he says ; " For that which 
befalleth the sons of men bcfalleth beasts; 
even one thing bcfalleth them : as the one 
dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all 
one breath ; so that a man hath no pre- 
eminence above a beast ; for all is vanity. 
All go unto one place; all are of the dust, 
and all turn to oust again." And fiirther, 
" wherefore I perceive, that there is nothing 
better, than that a man should rejoice in luB 
own works ; for that is his portion : for who 
shall bring him to see what shall be after 
himf' 

In short, how can Christians reconcile the 
utility or the necessity of this doctrine wiA 
lYiefact, 0^«i\, x)cve\eeN.^^\ox c>l^e.Svi^%., msqired 
\)y lV\e XJ'mmVv ^ xem«vxv<i^ i^ewx, wv ^ ^s^>{>fE9k 
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of his dispositions ; turn to account 
those faculties which depend on his 
organization ; which should cherish the 
fire of his imagination, kindle it for 
usefhl ohjects ; damp it, or extinguish 
it for others ; in short, it is this which 
shoul<^ make sensible souls contract 
habits that are advantageous for society, 
and beneficial to the individual. Brought 
up in this manner, man would not have 
occasion for celestial punishments to 
teach him the value of virtue ; he would 
not need to behold burning gulfs of 
brimstone under his feet, to induce him 
to feel horrour for crime ; nature , with- 
out these fables, would teach him much 
better what he owes to^Eim seit, and 
the law would point out uT Iing'What 
Tte owe s to the Dody p olidc "of which 
lit* "is a infehabefJ TTTs Thus that edu- 
cation' WoillcT form valuable citizens 
to the state ; the depositaries of power 
would distinguish those whom educa- 
tion should have thus formed, by reason 
of the advantages which they would 
procure for their country ; they would 
punish those who should be found 
injurious to it ; it would make the citi- 
zens see, that the promises of reward 
which education and morals held forth, 
are by no means vain ; and that in a 
stale well constituted, virtue is the true 
and only road to happiness ; talents the 
way to gain respect ; and that inutility 
and crime lead to contempt and mis- 
fortune. 

A just, enlightened, virtuous, and vigi- 
lant ^vernment . who should honestly 
i propose the public good, would have 
' no occasion either for fables or for 
falsehoods to govern reasonable sub- 
jects; it would blush to make use of 
imposture to deceive citizens who, 
instructed in their duties, would find 
their interest in submitting to equitable 
laws ; who would be capable of feeling 
the benefit these have the power of 
conferring on them; it would know, 
that public esteem has more power 
over men of elevated minds than the 
terrour of the laws ; it would feel, that 
habit is sufficient to inspire them with 
horrour, even for those concealed crimes 
that escape the eyes of society ; it would 
understand, that the visible punishments 
of this world impose much more on the 
ignorant than those of an uncertain and 
distant futurity : in short, it would ascer- 
tain that the sensible benefits within the 



compass of the sovereign power to dis- 
tribute, touch the imagination of mortals 
more keenly than those vague recom- 
penses which are held forth to them in 
a future existence. 

Man is almost every where so wicked, 
so corrupt, so rebellious to reason, onl] 
because he is not governed accc:rdin< 
to his nature, nor properly instructed ii* - 
her necessary laws : he is every where*^ 
fed with useless chimeras ;j£ifinr^ where 
4y.!3ffiUted to masters whoneglecf"Ms 
instnwHonjjrwho "only seek'to deceive 
Tiim . 05"* the face of thtS" globe' we 
only see unjust sovereigns, enervated 
by luxury, corrupted by flattery^ de- 
praved by licentiousness, made wicked 
by impunity^ devoid of talents, without 
morals, destitute of virtue, and incapable 
of exerting any energy for the benefit 
of the states they govern ; chey are con- 
sequently but little occupied with the 
welfare of their people, and indifierent 
to their duties, of which indeed they 
are often ignorant. Stimulated by the 
desire of continually finding means to 
feed their insatiable ambition, they 
engage in useless, depopulating wars, 
and never occupy their mind with those 
objects which are the most important 
to the happiness of their nation : inter- 
ested in maintaining the received preju- 
dices, they never wish to consider the 
means of curing them r in short, de- 
prived themselves of that understanding 
which teaches man that it is his interest 
to be kind, just, and virtuous, they ordi- 
narily reward only those crimes which 
their imbecility makes them imagine as 
useful to them, and they generally pun- 
ish those virtues which are opposed to 
their own imprudent passions. Under 
such masters, is it surprising that society 
should be ravaged by perverse men 
who emulate each other in oppressing 
its members,- in sacrificing its dearest 
interests. The state of society is a state 
of hostility of the sovereign against the 
whole, of each of its members the one 
against the other.* Man is wicked, 

* It must be observed I do not say here, 
like Hobbes, that the state of nature is a state 
of war, but that men, by their nature, are 
neither good nor wicked; m fact, man will b« 
either good or bad. according as he is modified. 
If men are so ready to injure one another, i( i« 
only because every thing conspires to give 
them different interests. Each one, if I nia v 
say so, lives isolated in society, and their chteui 
avail themselves of their divisions to subdur 
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^ not b ecause he is bom so, b ut because 



,.w-^.* witn impunity the indigent 
and the unhappy ; these, at the risk of 
their lives, sect to retaliate the evil 
they have received : they attack either 
openljr or in secret a country who to 
them is a stepmother, who gives all to 
some of her children, and deprives the 
others of every thing: they punish it 
for its partiality, and clearly show that 
the motives borrowed from a life here- 
after are impotent against the fury of 
those passions to which a corrupt 
administration has given birth in this 
life ; that the terrour of the punish- 
ments in this world are too feeble 
a^nst necessity, against criminal ha- 
bits ; against a dangerous organization 
uncorrected by education. 

In all countries the morals of the 
people are neglected, and the govern- 
ment is occupied only with rendering 
them timid and miserable. Man is 
almost every where a slave; it must 
then follow, of necessity, that he is 
base, interested, dissimulating, without 
honour; in a word, that he has the 
vices of the state of which he is a 
citizen. Every where he is deceived, 
encouraged in ignorance, and prevented 
from cultivating his reason ; of course 
he must every where be stupid, irra- 
tional, and wicked ; every where he 
sees vice and crime applauded and 
honoured ; thence he concludes vice 
to be a good ; virtue only a useless 
sacrifice of himself: every where he 
is miserable, therefore he injures his 
fellow men to relieve his own anguish : 
it is in vain to show him heaven, in 
order to restrain him; his views pre- 
sently descend again to the earth, where 
he is willing to be happy at any price ; 
therefore the laws, which have neither 
provided for his instruction, for his 
morals, nor his happiness, menace him 
uselessly, and punish mm for the un- 
just negligence of his legislators. If 
politics, more enlightened, did seriously 
occupy itself with the instruction and 
with the welfare of the people ; if laws 
were more equitable ; if each society, 
less partial, bestowed on its members 
the care, the education, and the assist- 

the whole. Divide tt impera is the maxim 
that all bad governments follow by instinct 
Tyrants would be badly off if they had to rule 
over virtuous men only. 



ance which they have a right to expect 
if governments less covetous, and more 
vigilant, were sedulous to render their 
subjects more happy, there would not 
be seen such numbers of malefactors, 
of robbers, of murderers, who every 
where infest society ; they would no* 
be obliged to destroy life, in order to 
punish a wickedness, which is com» 
monly ascribable to the vices of their 
own institutions : it would be unneces- 
sary to seek in another life for fanciful 
chimeras, which always prove abortivs 
against the infuriate passions, and 
against the real wants of man. In 
short, if the people were better in- 
structed and more happy, politics would 
no longer be reduced to the exigency 
of deceiving them in ord^r to restrain 
them; nor to destroy so many unfor- 
tunates for having procured necessaries 
at the expense of their hardhearted 
fellow citizens. 

When it shall be desired to enlighten 
man, let him always have truth laid 
before him. Instead of kindling his 
imagination by the idea of those pre- 
tended goods that a future state has in 
reserve for him, let him be solaced, let 
him be succoured ; or, at least, let him 
be permitted to enjoy the fruit of his 
labour; let not his substance be ravaged 
from him by cruel imposts ; let him not 
be discouraged from work, by finding 
all his labour inadequate to support his 
existence, let him not be driven into 
that idleness that will surely lead him 
on to crime : let him consider his pre- 
sent existence, without carrying his 
views to that which may attend him 
after his death : let his industry be 
excited ; let his talents be rewarded ; 
let him be rendered active, laborious^ 
beneficent, and virtuous, in the world 
he inhabits ; let it be shown to him 
that his actions are capable of having 
an influence over his fellow men, but 
not on those imaginary beings located 
in an ideal world. Let him not be 
menaced with the tortures of a God 
when he shall be no more ; let him 
behold society armed against those who 
disturb its repose ; let him see the con- 
sequence of the hatred of his a^sociaies; 
let him learn to feel the value of their 
affection ; let him be taught to esteem 
himself; let him understand, that to 
obtain the esteem of others he must 
\\f""* ««-♦«'» . pK**"-* «ii that the virtuous 
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man in a well constituted society has 
nothing to fear either from his fellow 
citizens or from the Gods. 

If it be desired to form honest, 
courageous, industrious citizens, who 
may be useful to their country, let 
them beware of inspiring man from his 
infancy with an ill-founded dread of 
death — of amusing his imagination with 
marvellous fables — of occupying his 
mind with his destiny in a niture life, 
quite useless to be known, and which 
has nothing in common with his real 
felicity. Let them speak of immortality 
to intrepid and noble souls ; let them 
show it as the price of their labours to 
energetic minds, who, springing forward 
beyond the boundaries of their actual 
existence, are little satisfied with elicit- 
ing the admiration and with gaining 
the love of their contemporaries, but are 
determined also to wrest the homage, 
to secure the afiection of future races. 
Indeed, there is an immortality to which 
genius, talents, virtue, have a just right 
to pretend ; do not therefore let them 
censure or endeavour to stifle so noble 
a passion in man, which is founded 
upon his nature, and from which society 
gathers thomost advantageous fruits. 

The idea of being buried in total 
oblivion ; of having nothing in common 
after his death, with the beings of his 
species ; of losing all possibility of 
again having any influence over them, 
is a thought extremely painful to man ; 
it is above all afflictmg to those who 
possess an ardent imagination. The 
desire of immortality, or of living in 
the memory of his fellow men, was 
always the passion of great souls ; it 
was the motive to the actions of all 
those who have played a great part on 
the earth. Heroes, whether virtuous 
or criminal, philosophers as well as 
conquerors, men of genius, and men of 
talents, those sublime personages who 
have done honour to their species, as 
well as those illustrious villains who 
have debased and ravaged it, have had ; 
an eye to posterity in all their enter- 
prises, and have flattered themselves 
with the hope of acting upon the souls 
of men, even when they themselves 
should no longer exist. If man in 
general does not carry his views so far, 
he is at leasl^ sensible to the idea of 
seeing himself regenerated in his chil- 
dren, whom he knows are destined to 



survive him, to transmit his name, to 

E reserve his memory, and to represent 
im in society ; it is for them that he 
rebuilds his cottage ; it is for them that 
he plants the tree which his eyes will 
never behold in its vigour; it is that 
they may be happy that be labours. 
The sorrow which imbitters the life of 
those rich men, frequently so useless 
to the world, when they have lost the 
hope of continuing their race, has its 
source in the fear of being entirely 
forgotten: they feel, that the useless 
man dies entirely. The idea that hin 
name will«be in the mouths of men; 
the thought that it will be pronounced 
with tenderness, that it will be recol- 
lected with kindness, that it will excite 
in their hearts favourable sentiments, 
is an illusion that is useful and suitable 
to flatter even those who know that 
nothing will result from it. Man pleases 
himself with dreaming that he shall 
have power ; that he shall pass for 
something in the universe, even after 
the term of his human existence ; he 
partakes by imagination in the projects, 
in the actions, in the discussions of 
future ages, and would be extremely 
unhappy if he believed himsolf entirely 
excluded from their society. The laws 
in all countries have entered into these 
views; they have so far been willing 
to console their citizens for the neces- 
sity of dying, by giving them the means 
of exercising their will, even for a long 
time after their death : this condescen- 
sion goes to that length, that the dead 
frequently regulate the condition of the 
living during a long series of years. 

Every thing serves to prove the desire 
in man of surviving himself. Pyra- 
mids, mausoleums, monuments, epi- 
taphs, all show that he is willing to 
prolong his existence, even beyond his 
decease. He is not insensible to the 
judgment of posterity ; it is for him 
the philosopher writes ; it is to astonish 
him that the monarch erects sumptuous 
edifices, it is his praises that the great 
man already hears echo in his ears* 
it is to him that the virtuous citizen 
appeals from prejudiced or unjust con- 
temporaries. Happy chimera ! Sweet 
illusion! that realizes itself to ardent 
imaginations, and which is calculated 
to give birth to, and to nurture the 
enthusiasm of genius, courage, gran- 
deur of soul, and talent ; its influenc* 



134 



EDUCATION, MORALS, Ac. 



is sometimes able to restrain the ex- 
cesses of the most powerful men, who 
are frequently very much disquieted 
for the judfipnent of posterity, from a 
conviction that this will, sooner or later, 
avenge the living of the foul injustice 
which they have made them suffer. 

No man, therefore, can consent to be 
entirely effaced from the remembrance 
of his fellows ; some men have not the 
temerity to place themselves above the 
judgment of the future human species, 
to degrade themselves in its eyes. 
Where is the being who is insensible 
to the pleasure of exciting the tears of 
those who shall survive him ; of again 
acting upon their souls ; of once more 
occupying their thoughts ; of exercising 
upon them his power, even from the 
bottom of his grave ? Let, then, eternal 
silence be imposed upon those super- 
stitious and melancholy men who cen- 
sure a sentiment from which society 
derives so many real advantages; let 
not mankind listen to those passionless 
philosophers, who are willing to smother 
this ^reat, this noble spring of his soul ; 
let him not be seduced by the sarcasms 
of those voluptuaries, who pretend to 
despise an immortality towards which 
they lack the power to set forward. 
The desire of pleasing posterity and 
of rendering his name agreeable to 
generations yet to come, is a laudable 
motive, when it causes him to undertake 
those things of which the utility may 
have an influence over men and nations 
who have not yet an existence. Let 
him not treat as irrational the enthu- 
siasm of those beneficent and mighty 
geniuses, whose keen eyes have fore- 
seen him even in their day ; who have 
occupied themselves of him for his 
welfare ; who have desired his suffrage ; 
who have written for him ; who have 
enriched him by their discoveries ; who 
have cured him of his errours. Let 
him render them the homage which 
they have expected at his hands; let 
him at least reverence their memory 
for the benefits he has derived from 
them; let him treat their mouldering 
remains with respect for the pleasure 
he receives from their labours ; let him 
pay to their ashes a tribute of grateful 
recollection for the happiness they have 
been sedulous to procure for him. Let 
him sprinkle with his tears the urns of 
Socrates, of Phocion ; let him wash out 



the stain that their panishment has 
made on the human species; let hhn 
expiate by his rep^ret the Athenian 
ingratitude ; let hun learn by their 
example to dread religious and political 
fanaticism ; let him fear to harass merit 
and virtue, in persecuting those who 
may happen to differ from him in his 
prejudices. 

Let him strew flowers over the tombs 
of a Homer, of a Tasso, of a Milton ; 
let him revere the immortal shades of 
those happy geniuses, whose harmo- 
nious lays excite in his soul the most 
tender sentiments; let him bless the 
memory of all those benefactors to the 
people, who were the delight of the 
human race ; let him adore the virtues 
of a Titus, of a Trajan, of an Antoninus, 
of a Julian ; let him merit, in his sphere, 
the eulogies of future ages ; and let him 
always remember, that to carry with him 
to the grave the regret of his fellow man, 
he must display talents and practise 
virtue. The funeral ceremonies of the 
most powerful monarchs, have rarely 
been wetted with the tears of the 
people — they have commonly drained 
them while living. The names of 
tyrants excite the horrour of those who 
hear them pronounced. Tremble, then, 
cruel kings! ye who plunge your. sub- 
jects into misery — who bathe them with 
bitter tears ; who ravage nations, who 
change the fruitful earth into a barren 
cemetery; tremble for the sanguinary 
traits under which the future historian 
will paint you to generations yet unborn : 
neither your splendid monuments, your 
imposing victories, your innumerable 
armies, nor your sycophant courtiers, 
can prevent posterity from insulting 
your odious manes, and from avenging 
their grandfathers of your transcendent 
crimes. 

Not only man sees his dissolution with 
pain, but again he wishes his death may 
Jbe an interesting event for others. But, 
as we have already said, he must have 
talents, he must have beneficence, he 
must have virtue, in order that those 
who surround him may interest them- 
selves in his condition, and may give 
regret to his ashes. Is it, then, sur- 
prismg if the greater number of men, 
occupied entirely with themselves, com- 
pletely absorbed by their own vanity, 
devoted to their own puerile objects, 
for ever busied with the care of grati- 
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fying then vile passions, at the expense 
«if their family nappiness, unheediul of 
^e wants of a wife, umnindful of the 
necessity of their cnildren, careless of 
the calls of friendship, regardless of 
their duty to society, do not by their 
death excite the sensibilities of their 
survivors, or that they should be pre 
sently forgotten ? There is an infinity 
of monarchs of whom history does not 
tell us any thing, save that they have 
lived. In despite of the inutility in 
which men for the most part pass their 
existence ; maugre the little care they 
bestow to render themselves dear to 
the beings who environ them ; notwith- 
standing the numerous actions they 
commit to displease their associates, 
the self-love of each individual per- 
suades him that his death must be an 
interesting occurrence : shows him, we 
may say, the order of things as over- 
turned at his decease. O mortal, feeble 
and vain! Dost thou not know the 
Sesostrises, the Alexanders, the Cesars, 
are dead 1 Yet the course of the uni- 
verse is not arrested : the demise of 
those famous conquerors, afflicting to 
some few favoured slaves, was a subject 
of delight for the whole human race. 
Dost thou, then, foolishly believe, -that 
thy talents ought to interest thy species, 
and put it into mourning at thy decease ? 
Alas ! the Comeilles, the Lockes, the 
Newtons, the Boyles, the Harveys, the 
Montesquieus, are no more ! Regretted 
by a small number of friends, who have 
presently consoled themselves by their 
necessary avocations, their death was 
indifferent to the greater number of 
their fellow citizens. Darest thou, then, 
flatter thyself, that thy reputation, thy 
titles, thy riches, thy sumptuous repasts, 
thy diversified pleasures, will make thy 
funeral a memorable event ! It will be 
spoken of by some few for two days, 
and do not be at all surprised : learn 
that there have died in former ages, in 
Babylon, in Sardis, in Carthage, in 
Athens, in Rome, millions of citizens, 
more illustrious, more powerful, more 
opulent, more voluptuous than thou art, 
of whom, however, no one has taken 
care to transmit to thee even the names. 
•Be then virtuous, O man ! in whatever 
station thy destiny assigns thee, and 
thou shalt be happy in thy lifetime ; 
do thou good, and tnou shalt be cher- 
ished i acquire talents, and thou shalt 



be respected; posterity shall admire 
thee, if those talents, by becoming 
beneficial to their interests, shall bring 
them acquainted with the name under 
which they formerly designated thy 
annihilated being. But the universe 
will not be disturbed by thy loss ; and 
when thou comest to die, whilst thy 
wifcj thy children^ thy friends, fondly 
leaning over thy sickly couch, shall be 
occupied with the melancholy task of 
closing thine eyes, thy nearest neigh- 
bour shall, pernaps, be exulting with 

Let not then man occupy himseli 
with his future condition, but let him 
sedulously endeavour to make himself 
useful to those with whom he lives; 
let him, for his own peculiar happiness, 
render himself dutiful to his parents, 
attentive to his children, kind to his 
relations, true to his friends, lenient to 
his servants ; let him strive to become 
estimable in the eyes of his fellow 
citizens ; let him faithfully serve a 
country which assures to him his wel- 
fare; let the desire of pleasing posterity 
excite him to those labours that shall 
elicit their eulogies; let a legitimate 
self-love, when he shall be worthy of it, 
make him taste in advance those com- 
mendations which he is willing to de- 
serve ; let him learn to love and esteem 
himself; but never let him consent that 
concealed vices, that secret crimes, shall 
degrade him in his own eyes, and oblige 
him to be ashamed of his own conduct. 

Thus disposed, let him contemplate 
his own decease with the same indiffer- 
ence that it will be looked upon by the 
greater number of his fellows ; let him 
expect death with constancy, and wait 
for it with calm resignation; let him 
learn to shake off those vain terrours, 
with which superstition would over- 
whelm him ; let him leave to the' 
enthusiast his vague hopes ; to the 
fanatic his madbrained speculations ; 
to the bigot those fears with which he 
ministers to his own melancholy ; but 
let his heart, fortified by reason, no 
longer dread a dissolution that will 
destroy all feeling. 

Whatever may be the attachment 
man has to life, whatever may be his 
fear of death, it is every day seen that 
habit, that opimpn, that prejudice, are 
motives suffioifetly powerful to anni- 
hilate these passions in his breast, to 
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days. 
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his part, nor reciprocal on the part of 

nature or God. The volition of his will 

. *.iv Mu\ oilifi nations, | had no share in his birth; it is com- 

.s'nipnt'd lo rrnder j monlv against his will that he is obliged 

'to fini'^h life ; and his actions are, as we 
have proved, only the necessary effects 
of unknown can.^es which determine 
his will. He is, in the hands of nature, 
that which a sword is in his own hands ; 
he can fall upon it without its being 
able to accuse him with breaking his 
engagements, or of stampins: with in- 
gratitude the hand that holds it : man 
can only love his existence on condition 
of being happy ; as soon as the entire 
of nature refuses him this happiness ; 
as soon as all that surrounds him be- 
comes incommodious to him ; as soon 
us his melancholy ideas oIFer nothing 
' ■ •iioiini; hut afflicting pictures lo his imagination, 
hi' already exists no lons^cr; he is sus- 
pended in the void ; and he may quit 
ik rank which no longer suits him ; in 
which he finds no one interest; which 
v^ifers him no protection ; and in which 
ho \*un no more be useful either to him- 
self or to others. 

If the covenant which unites man to 
iv . , i:i^'> rx^\ e J aiK^ieiVi be considered, it will be obvious 
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;that every contract is conditional, must 
be J eciprocal ; that is to say, supposes 
mutual advantages between the con- 
tracting parties. The citizen cannot 
be bound to his country, to his asso- 
ciates, but by the bonds of happiness. 
Are these bonds cut asunder? he is 

• restored to liberty. Society, or those 
who represent it, do they use him with 
harshness, do they treat him with 
injustice, do they render his existence 
painful ? Does disgrace hold him out 
to the finger of scorn ; does indigence 
menace him, in an obdurate world? 
Perfidious friends, do they forsake him 
in adversity ? An unfaithful wife, does 
she outrage his heart ? Rebellious, 
ungrateful children, do they afflict his 
old age ? Has he placed his happiness 
exclusively on some object which it is 
impossible for him to procure ? Chagrin, 
remorse, melancholy, despair, have they 
disfigured to him tne spectacle of the 
universe ? In short, for whatever cause 
it may be, if he is not able to support 
his evils, let him quit a world which 
from thenceforth is for him only a fright- 
ful desert : let him remove himself for 
ever from a country he thinks no longer 
willing to reckon him amongst the num- 
ber of her children : let him quit a house 
that to his mind is ready to bury him 
under its ruins: let him renounce a 
society to the happiness of which he 
can no longer contribute ; which his 
own peculiar felicity alone can render 
dear to him. And could the man be 
blamed, who finding himself useless, 
who being without resources in the 
town where destiny gave him birth, 
should quit it in his chagrin to plunge 
himself in solitude? Death is to the 
wretched the only remedy for despair ; 
the sword is then the only friend — the 
only comfort that is left to the unhappy : 
as long as hope remains the tenant of 
his bosom ; as long as his evils appear 
lo him at all supportable; as long as 
he Hatters himself with seeing them 
brought to a termination ; as long as 
he finds some comfort in existence 
however slender, he will not consent 
to deprive himself of life: but when 
nothing any longer sustains in him the 
love of this existence, then to live, is 
to him the greatest of evils ; to die, the 

"^ only mode by which he can avoid the 
excess of despair.* 

♦ This has been the opinion of many great 
No. v.— 18 



That society who has not the ability, 
of who is not willing to procure man 
any one benefit, loses all its rights over 
him ; nature, when it has rendered his ' 
existence completely miserable, has in . 
fact ordered him to quit it : in dying 
he does no more than fulfil one of her 
decrees, as he did when he first drew 
his breath. To him who is fearless of 
death, there is no evil without a remedy ; 
for him who refuses to die, there yet 
exist benefits which attach him to the 
world ; in this case let him rally his 
powers, let him oppose courage to a 
destiny that oppresses him ; let him 
call forth those resources with which 
nature yet furnishes him; she cannot 
have totally abandoned him whilst she 
yet leaves him the sensation of pleasure, 
and the hopes of seeing a period to his 
pains. As to the superstitious, there is 
no end to his sufierings, for he is not 
allowed to abridge them.f His religion 
bids him to continue to groan, and for- 
bids his recurring to death, which would 
lead him to a miserable state of exist- 
ence: he would be eternally punished 
for daring to anticipate the tardy orders 
of a cruel Grod, who takes pleasure in 

men : Seneca, the moralist, whom Lactcmtius 
calls the divine Pagan, who has been praised 
equally by St. Austin and by St. Augustine, 
endeavours by every kind of argument to 
make death a matter of indiflerence to man : — 
Malum est in necessitate vivere : sed in nececH 
sitate vivere, necessitas nulla est. Ctuidni 
nnlla sit 7 Patent undique ad libertatem yisB 
multse, breves, faciles. Agamus Deo gratias, 
quod nemo in vita tenen possit. — V. Senec, 
Epist. xii. Cato has always been com- 
mended, because he would not survive the 
cause of liberty, — ^for that he would not live 
a slave. Curtius, who rode voluntarily into 
the gap to save his country, has always been 
helaforth as a model of heroic virtue. Is it 
not evident that those martyrs who have 
delivered themselves up to punishment, have 
preferred quitting the world, to living in it 
contrary to their own ideas of happiness? 
When the fabulous Samson wished to be 
revenged on the Philistines, did he not consent 
to die with them as the only means ? If our 
country is attacked, do we not voluntarily 
sacrifice our lives in its defence ? 

t Christianity, and the civil laws of Chris- 
tians, are very inconsistent in censuring sutcic^c 
The Old Testament furnishes examples in Sam- 
son and Eleazar—that is to sav, in men who 
stood very high with God. The Messiah^ or 
the son of the Christians' Grod, if it be true that 
he died of his own accord, was evidently a 
suicide. The same may be said of those peni- 
tents who have made it a merit of gradually 
destroying themselves. 
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teeing him reduced to despair, and who 
wills that man should not hare the 
audacity to quit, without his consent, 
the po-t ao:«i^ned to him. 

Alan reflates his judgment on his 
fellows on!)' by his own 'jeculiar mode 
of feeling ; he deems as folly, he calls 
delirium, all those violent actions which 
he l>elieve^ but little commensurate with 
their causes, or which appear to him 
calculated to deprive him of that happi- 1 
ness towards which he supposes a being. 
in the enjoyment of his senses, cannot 
cease to have a tendency: he treats 
his associate as a weak creature when 
he sees him affected with that which 
touches him but lightlv, or when he 
is incapable of supporting those evils 
which his self-love natters him he would 
himself be able to endure with more 
fortitude. He accuses of madness who- 
ever deprives himself of life, for objects 
that he thinks unworthy so dear a sacii- 
fice ; he taxes him with phrensy, becaus 3 
he has himself learned to regard this life 
as the greatest blessing. It is thus that 
he always erects himself into a judge 
of the happiness of others, of their mode 
of seeing, and of their manner of feeling. 
A miser who destroys himself after the 
loss of his treasure, appears a fool in 
the eyes of him who is less attached to 
riches ; he does not feel, that without 
money life to this miser is only a con- 
tinued torture, and that nothing in the 
world is capable of diverting him from 
his painful sensations: he will proudly 
tell you, that in his place he had not 
done so much ; but to be exactly in the 
place of another man, it is needful to 
have his organization, his temperament, 
his passions^, his ideas ; it is in fact 
needfful to be that other — to be placed 
exactly in the same circumstances, to 
be moved by the same causes ; and in 
this case all mem like the miser, would 
sacrifice their life after being deprived 
of the only source of their happiness. 

He who deprives himself of his exist- 
ence, does not adopt this extremity, so 
rjBDUgnant to his natural tendency, but 
when nothing in this world has the 
faculty of rejoicing him — when no 
means are left of diverting his afflic- 
tion. His misfortune, whatever it may 
be, for him is real; his organization, 
be it strong, or be it weak, is his own, 
not that of another ; a man who is sick 
only in imagination, really suffers, and 



even troableaome dreams i^ce hun m 
a very uncomfortable situation. Thus 
when a man kills himself^ it ought to 
be concluded, that life, in the nxxn of 
being a benefit, had become a veij great 
evil to him ; that existence had lost all 
its charms in his eyes ; that the entire 
of nature was to him destitute of attrac- 
tion; that it no longer contained any 
thing that could seduce him ; that after 
the comparison which his disturbed 
imagination had made of existence 
with non-existence, the latter appeared 
to him preferable to the first. 

Many persons will not fail to con- 
sider as dangerous these maxims, which, 
in spite of the received prejudices, autho- 
rize the unhappy to cut the thread of life ; 
but mcurima will never induce & i^^an 
to adopt such a violent resolution: it is 
a temperament soured by chagrin, a 
bilious constitution, a melancholy habit, 
a defect in the organization, a derange- 
ment in the whole machine, it is in fact 
necessity, and not reasonable specula- 
tions, that breed in man the design of 
destroying himself. Nothing invites 
him to mis step so long as reason 
remains with him, or whilst he yet 
possesses hope — that sovereign balm 
for every evil. As for the unfortunate, 
who cannot lose sight of his sorrows, 
who cannot forget his pains, who has 
his evils always present to his mmd ; 
he is obliged to take counsel from these 
alone. Besides, what assistance or 
what advantage can society promise to 
itself from a miserable wretch reduced 
to despair, from a misanthrope over- 
whelmed with grief, from a wretch 
tormented with remorse, who has no 
longer any motive to render himself 
useful to others, who has abandoned 
himself, and who finds no more interest 
in preserving his life? Those who 
destroy themselves are such, that had 
they lived, the offended laws must have 
ultimately been obliged to remove them 
from a society which they disgraced. 

As life is, commonly, the greatest 
blessing for man, it is to be presumed 
that he who deprives himself of it, is 
impelled thereto by an invincible force. 
It IS the excess of misery, the height of 
despair, the derangement of his brain 
caused by melancholy, that urges man 
on to destroy himself. Agitated by 
contrary impulsions, he is, as we have 
before said, obliged to follow a middle 
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coarse, that conducts him to his death ; 
if man he not a free agentj in any one 
instant of his life, he is again much less 
so in the act hy which it is terminated.* 

It will he seen, then, thai he who kills 
himself, does not, as it is pretended, 
commit an outrage on nature or its 
author. He follows an impulse of that 
nature, and thus adopts the only means 
left him to quit his anguish ; he goes 
out of a door which she leaves open to 
him; he cannot offend her in accom- 
plishing a law of necessity ; the iron 
hand of this having broken the spring 
that renders life desirable to him, and 
which urged him to self-conservation, 
shows him he ought to quit a rank or 
system where he finds himself too 
miserable to have the desire of remain- 
ing. His country or his family have no 
right to complain of a member whom 
it has no means of rendering happy, 
and from whom consequently they have 
nothing more to hope. To be useful to 
either, it is necessary he should cherish 
his own peculiar existence ; that he 
should have an interest in conserving 
himself; that he should love the bonds 
by which he is united to others ; that 
he should be capable of occupying him- 
self with their felicity. That the suicide 
should be punished in another world, 
and should repent of his precipitancy, 
he should outlive himself, and should 
carry with him into his future residence 
Ms organs, his senses, his memory, his 
ideas, his actual mode of existing, his 
determinate manner of thinking. 

In short, nothing is more useful for 
society than to inspire man with a 
contempt for death, and to banish from 
his mind the false ideas he has of its 
consequences. The fear of death can 
never do more than make cowards ; the 
fear of its pretended consequences will 
make nothing but fanatics or melan- 
choly beings, who are useless to them- 
selves and unprofitable to others. Death 
is a resource that ought not to be taken 
away from oppressed virtue, which the 
injustice of man frequently reduces to 
despair. If man feared death less, he 
would neither be a slave nor super- 

* Suicide is said to be. very common in 
England, whose cUmate produces melancholy 
in its inhabitants. In that country those who 
kill themselves are looked upon as lunaHcs ; — 
their diiease does qot seem more blameable 
than any other delinum. 



stitious; truth would find defenders 
more zealous ; the rights of mankind 
would be more hardily sustained ; errour 
would he more powerfully opposed ; 
tyranny would be banished from na- 
tions : cowardice nourishes it, fear per- 
Eetuates it. In fact, man can neither 
e contented nor happy, whilst his 
opinions shall oblige him to tremble. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Of Man*8 true Interest^ or of the Ideat he 
forms to himaelf of Happiness. — Man can- 
not be Happy tDiihout Virtue. 

Utility, as has been before observed, 
ought to be the only standard of the 
judgment of man. To be useful, is to 
contribute to the happiness of his fellow 
creatures ; tobeprejudicial, is to further 
their misery. This granted, let us ex- 
amine if the principles we have hitherto 
established be prejudicial or advan- 
tageous, useful or useless, to the human 
race. If man unceasingly seeks after 
his happiness, he can only approve of 
that which procures for him his object, 
or furnishes him the means by which 
it is to be obtained. 

What has been already said will 
serve in fixing our ideas upon what 
constitutes this happiness : it has been 
already shown, that it is only continued [ 
pleasure ;t but in order that an object 
may please, it is necessary that the ' 
impressions it makes, the perceptions 
it gives, the ideas which it leaves, in 
short, that the motion it excites in rnan 
should be analogous to his organization, 
conformable to his temperament, assimi- 
lated to his individual nature : modified 
as it is by habit, determined as it is by 
an infinity of circumstances, it is neces- 
sary that the action of the object by 
which he is moved, or of which the 
idea remains with him, far from en- 
feebling him, far from annihilating his 
feelings should tend to strengthen him ; 
it is necessary, that without fatiguing 
his mind, exhausting his faculties or 
deranging his organs^ this object should 
impart to his machine that degree of 
activity for which it continually has 
occasion. What is the object that 
unites all these qualities? Where is 
the man whose organs are susceptible 

t Sm Chapter IX. 
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of continual agitation without being 
fatigued, without experiencing a pain- 
ful sensation, without sinking ? Man 
is always willing to be warned >of his 
existence in the most lively manner, 
as long as he can be so without pain. 
What do I say? He consents fre- 
quently to suffer, rather than not feel. 
He accustoms himself to a thousand 
things, which at first must have affected 
nim in a disagreeable manner, and 
which frequently end, either by con- 
verting themselves into wants, or by 
no longer affecting him any way.* 
Where, indeed, can he always find 
objects in nature capable of continually 
supplying the stimulus requisite to keep 
him in an activity that shall be ever 
proportioned to the state of his own 
or£:anization, which his extreme mo- 
bility renders subject to perpetual vari- 
ation ? The most lively pleasures are 
always the least durable, seeing they 
are those which exhaust him most. 

That man should be uninterruptedly 
happy, it would be requisite that his 
powers were infinite ; it would require, 
that, to his mobility he joined a vigour, 
a solidity, which nothing could change ; 
or else it is necessary that the objects 
from which he receives impulse should 
either acquire or lose properties, accord- 
ing to the different states through which 
his machine is successively obliged to 
pass ; it would need that the essences 
of beings should be chanj^ed in the 
same proportion as his dispositions, 
and should be submitted to the con- 
tinual influence of a thousand causes, 
which modify him without his know- 
ledge, and in despite of himself If, 
at each moment his machine undergoes 
changes, more or less marked, which 
are ascribable to the different degrees 
of elasticity, of density, of serenity of 
the atmospnere, to the portion of igneous 
fluid circulating through his blood, to 



* Of this truth, tobacco, coffee, and above 
all, brandy, fiirnisri examples. It was this last 
which enabled the Europeans to enslave the 
negro and to subdue the savage. This is also 
the reason man runs to see tragedies and to 
witness the execution of criminals. In short, 
the desire of feeling, or of being powerfully 
moved, appears to be the principle of curiosity — 
of that avidity with which we seize on the 
marvellous, the supernatural, the incompre- 
hensible, and on every thing that excites the 
imagination. Men cling to their religions as 
the savage does to brandy. 



the harmony of his organs, to the ordet 
that exists between the various parts 
of his body ; if, at every period of his 
existence, fiis nerves have not the same 
tensions, his fibres the same elasticity, 
his mind the same activity, his imagi- 
nation the same ardour, ^c, it is evi- 
dent, that the same causes in preserving 
to him only the same qualities, cannot 
always affect him in the same manner. 
Here is (he reason why those objects 
that please him in one season displease 
him m another: these objects have not 
themselves sensibly^ changed, but his 
organs, his dispositions, his ideas, his 
mode of seeing, his manner of feeling, 
have changed ; such is the source oi 
man's inconstancy. 

If the same objects are not constantly 
in that state competent to form the hap- 
piness of the safne individual, it is easy 
to perceive that they are yet less in a 
capacity to please all men ; or that the 
same happiness cannot be suitable to 
all. Beings already various by their 
temperament, their faculties, their 
organization, their imagination, their 
ideas, of distinct opinions, of contrary 
habits, which an infinity of circum- 
stances, whether physical or moral, 
have variously modified, must neces- 
sarily form very different notions of 
happiness. Those of a miser cannot 
be the same as those of a prodigal ; 
those of the voluptuary, the same as 
those of one who is phlegmatic ; those 
of an intemperate, the same as those 
of a rational man who husbands his 
health. The happiness of each is in 
consequence composed of his natural 
organization, and of those circum- 
stances, of those habits, of those ideas, 
whether true or false, that have modi- 
fied him : this organization and these 
circumstances never being the same in 
any two men, it follows that what is 
the object of one man's views, most be 
indifferent or even displeasing to an- 
other ; thus, as we have before said, 
no one can be capable of judging oi 
that which may contribute to the feli- 
city of his fellow man. 

Interest^ is the object to which each 
individual, according to his tempera- 
ment and his own peculiar ideas, 
attaches his welfare; from which it 
will be perceived, that this interest is 
never more than that which each con- 
templates as necessary to his happiness. 
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ft must therefore, be concluded, that 
00 man is totally without interest. 
That of the miser, is to amass wealth ; 
that of the prodigal, to dissipate it ; the 
interest of the ambitious, is to obtain 
power ; that of the modest philosopher, 
to enjoy tranquillity : the interest of the 
debauchee, is to give himself up with- 
out reserve to all sorts of pleasure ; that 
of the prudent man, to abstain from 
those which may injure him : the inter- 
est of the wicked, is to gratify his pas- 
sions at any price : that of the virtuous, 
to merit by his conduct the love and 
the approbation of others ; to do nothing 
i.iat can degrade himself in his own 
eyes. 

Thus, when it is said, that interest 
is the only motive of human actions^ 
it is meant to indicate, that each man 
labours after his own manner to his 
own peculiar happiness, which he pla- 
ces in some object, either visible or con- 
cealed, either real or imaginary, and 
that the whole system of his conduct 
is directed to its attainment. This 
granted, no man can be called disinter- 
ested ; this appellation is only applied 
to those of whose motives we are ignor- 
ant, or whose interest we approve. 
Thus, the man who finds a greater 
pleasure in assisting his friends m mis- 
fortune, than preserving in his coffers 
useless treasure, is called generous, 
faithful, and disinterested : in like man- 
ner all men are denominated disinter- 
ested, who feel their glory far more 
precious than their fortune. In short, 
all men are designated disinterested, 
who place their happiness in making i 
sacrifices which man considers costly, 
because he does not attach the same 
value to the object for which the sacri- 
fice is made. 

Man frequently judges very errone- 
ously of the interest of others, either 
because the motives that animate them 
are too complicated for him to unravel ; 
or, because to be enabled to judge of 
them fairly, it is needful to have the 
same eyes, the same organs, the same \ 

{►assions, the same opinions: neverthe- | 
ess, obliged to form his judgment of 
the actions of mankind by their effect 
on himself, he approves the interest that 
actuates them, whenever the result is 
advantageous for his species : thus, he 
aamires valour, generosity, the love of j 
liberty, great talents, virtue, &c., he then I 



only approves of the objects, in which 
the beings he applauds, have placed 
their happiness ; he approves these dis- 
positions even when he is not in, a ca- 
pacity to feel their effects ; but in this 
judgment he is not himself disinterest- 
ed ; experience, reflection, habit, reason, 
have given l^im a taste for morals, and 
he finds as much pleasure in being wit- 
ness to a great and generous action, as 
the man of virtu finds in the sight of a 
fine picture of which he is not the pro- 
prietor. He who has formed to himself 
a habit of practising virtue, is a man 
who has unceasingly before his eyes 
the interest that he has in meriting the 
affection, in deserving the esteem, in 
securing the assistance of others, as 
well as to love and esteem himself: 
impressed with these ideas, which have 
become habitual to him, he abstains 
even from concealed crimes, since these 
would degrade him in his own eyes * 
he resembles a man, who having from 
his infancy contracted a habit of clean- 
liness, would be painfully affected at 
seeing himself dirty, even when no one 
should witness it. The honest man is 
he to whom truth has shown his inter- 
est or his happiness in a mode of acting 
that others are obliged to love and to 
approve for their own peculiar interest. 
These principles, duly developed, are 
the true basis of morals; nothing is 
more chimerical than those which are 
founded upon imaginary motives, pla- 
ced out of nature ; or upon innate sen- 
timents, which some speculators have 
regarded as anterior to man's experi- 
ence, and as wholly independent of 
those advantages which result to him 
from its use : it is the essence of man ^ 
to love himself: to tend to his own 
conservation ; to seek to render his ex- 
istence happy:* thus interest, or the ' 
desire of happiness^ is the only real 
motive of all his actions ; this interest 
depends upon his natural organization, 
his wants, his acquired ideas, the habits 
he has contracted ; he is without doubt 
in errour, when either a vitiated organ- 
ization or false opinions show him his 
welfare in objects either useless or in- 
jurious to himself, as well as to others ; 
he marches steadily in the paths of vir- 

* Seneca says : Modiis ergo diligendi pr»- 
cipiendus eet homini, id est quomodo so dill* 
g;at aut prosit sibi ; quin autem diligat aut pro 
sit sibi, dubitare dementis est. 
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tue, when true ideas have made him 
rest his happiness on a conduct useful 
to ills species, approved by others, and 
which renders him an interesting object 
to his associates. Morals would be a 
vain science, if it did not incontestably 
prove to man that his interest consists 
171 being virtuous. Obligation, of what- 
ever kind, can only be founded upon the 
probability or the certitude of either ob- 
taining a good or avoiding an evil. 

Indeed, in no one instant of his dura- 
tion, can a sensible and intelligent be- 
ing either lose sight of his own preser- 
vation or forget his own welfare; he 
owes happiness to himself ; but experi- 
ence quickly proves to him, that be- 
reaved of assistance, he cannot alone 
procure all those objects which are re- 
quisite to his felicity : he lives with 
sensible, with intelligent beings, occu- 
pied like himself with their own pe- 
culiar happiness, but capable of assist- 
ing him in obtaining those objects he 
most desires ; he discovers that these 
beings will not be favourable to his 
views, but when they find their interest 
involved ; from which he concludes, 
that his own happiness demands that 
he should conduct himself at all times 
in a manner suitable to conciliate the 
attachment, to obtain the approbation, 
to elicit the esteem, to secure the assist- 
ance of those beings who are most ca- 
pacitated to further his designs. He 
perceives that it is man who is most 
necessary to the welfare of man, and 
that to induce him to join in his inter- 
ests, he ought to make him find real 
advantages in seconding his projects : 
but to procure real advantages to the 
beings of the human species, is to have 
virtue ; the reasonable man, therefore, 
is obliged to feel that it is his interest 
to be virtuous. Virtue is only the art 
of rendering himself happy, by the feli- 
city of others. The virtuous man is he 
who communicates happiness to those 
beings who are capable of rendering 
his own condition happy, who are ne- 
cessary to his conservation, who have 
the ability to procure him a felicitous 
existence. 

Such, then, is the true foundation of 
all morals ; merit and virtue are found- 
ed upon the nature of man ; have their 
dependance upon his wants. It is vir- 
tue, alone, that can render him truly 



happy:* without virtue, society can 
neither be useful nor indeed subsist ; it 
can only have real utility when it as- 
sembles beings animated with the de- 
sire of pleasing each other, and disposed 
to labour to their reciprocal advantage : 
there exists no comfort in those fami- 
lies whose members are not in the hap- 
py disposition to lend each other mutual 
succours ; who have not a reciprocity 
of feeling that stimulates them to assist 
one the other; that induces them to 
cling to each other, to support the sor- 
rows of life ; to unite their efforts to 
put away those evils to which nature 
has subjected them. The conjugal 
bonds are sweet only in proportion as 
they identify the interest of two beings, 
united by the want of legitimate pleas- 
ure, from whence results the mainte- 
nance of political society, and the 
means of furnishing it with citizens. 
Friendship has charms, ^nly when it 
more particularly associates two virtu- 
ous beings ; that is to say, two beings 
animated with the sincere desire of con- 
spiring to their reciprocal happiness. 
In short, it is only by displaying virtue 
that man can merit tne benevolence, the 
confidence, the esteem, of all those with 
whom he has relation; in a word, no 
man can be independently happv. 

Indeed, the happiness of each human 
individual depends on those sentiments 
to which he gives birth, on those feel- 
ings which he nourishes in the beings 
amongst whom his destiny has placed 
him; grandeur may dazzle them; power 
and force may wrest from them an in- 
voluntary homage ; opulence may se- 
duce mean and venal souls; but it is 
humanity, it is benevolence, it is com- 
passion, it is equity, that, unassisted by 
these, can without efforts obtain for him 
those delicious sentiments of attach- 
ment, of tenderness, of esteem, of which 
all reasonable men feel the necessity. 
To be virtuous, then, is to place his in- - 
terest in that which accords with the 
interest of others ; it is to enjoy those ^ 
benefits and that pleasure which he 
himself diffuses over his fellows. He, 
whom his nature^ his education, his re- 
flections, his habits, have rendered sus- 

* Est autem virtus nihil aiiud quam in fe 
perfecta et ad summum perducta natura..— 
Cicero. De Legibus J. He says edsewhere 
Virtus ration is abso/ itio definitur. 
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ceptibl' of these dispositions, and to 
whom iiis circumstances have given 
him the faculty of gratifying them, be- 
comes an interesting object to all those 
who approach him: he enjoys every 
instant; be reads with satisfaction the 
contentment and the joy which he has 
diffused over all countenances: his 
wife, his children, his friends, his ser- 
vants, greet him with gay and serene 
faces, indicative of that content and of 
that peace which he recognises for his 
own work: every thing that environs 
him is ready to partake his pleasures 
and to share his pains ; cherished, re- 
spected, looked up to by others, every 
thing conducts him to agreeable reQec- 
tions : he knows the rights he has ac- 
quired over ijieir hearts; he applauds 
himself for being the source of a felicity 
that captivates all the world ; his own 
condition, his sentiments of self-love, 
become a hundred times more delicious 
when he sees them participated by all 
those with whom his destiny has con- 
nected him. The habit of virtue creates 
for him no wants but those which vir- 
tue itself suffices to satisfy ; it is thus 
that virtue is always its own peculiar 
reward, that it remunerates itself with 
all the advantages it incessantly pro- 
cures for others. 
It will be said, and perhaps even 
, proved, that under the present constitu- 
j tion of things, virtue, far from procuring 
the welfare of those who practise it, 
» frequently plunges man into misfortune, 
I and often places continual obstacles to 
; his felicity ; that almost every where it 
is without recompense. What do I say ? 
A thousand examples could be adduced 
as evidence that in almost every coun- 
try it is hated, persecuted, obliged to 
lament the ingratitude of human nature. 
I reply, with avowing, that by a neces- 
Sfarv consequence of the wanderings 
:and errours of his race, virtue rarely 
conducts man to those objects in which 
' . the uninformed make their happiness 
consist. The greater number of^socie- 
ties, too frequently ruled by those whose 
ignorance makes them abuse their pow- 
er, whose prejudices render them the 
enemies oi virtue, who flattered by sy- 
cophants, secure in the impunity their 
actions enjoy, commonly lavish their 
esteem, bestow their kindness on none 
but the most unworthy objects, reward 
only the most frivolous, recompense 



none but the most prejudicial qualities: 
and hardly ever accord that justice to 
merit which is unquestionably its due. 
But the truly honest man is neither am 
bitious of remuneration, nor sedulous 
of the suffrages of a society thus badly 
constituted: contented with domestic 
happiness, he seeks not to augment re- 
lations which would do no more than 
increase his danger ; he knows that a 
vitiated community is a whirlwind, with 
which an honest man cannot co-order 
himself; he therefore steps aside, quits 
the beaten path, by continuing in which 
he would infallibly be crushed. He 
does all the good of which he is capa- 
ble in his sphere ; he leaves the road 
free to the wicked, who are willing to 
wade through its mire ; he laments the 
heavy strokes they inflict on them- 
selves ; he applauds the mediocrity 
that affords him security; he pities 
those nations made miserable by their 
errours; rendered unhappy by those 
passions which are the fatal but neces- 
sary consequence ; he sees they contain 
nothing but wretched citizens, who far 
from cultivating their true interest, far 
from labouring to their mutual felicity, 
far from feeling the real value of virtue, 
unconscious how dear it ought to be 
to them, do nothing but either openly 
attack or secretly injure it ; in short, 
who detest a quality which would re- 
strain their disorderly propensities. 

In saying that virtue is its own pe- 
culiar reward, it is simply meant to an- 
nounce, that, in a society whose views 
were guided by truth, by experiepce. 
and by reason, each individual would 
be acquainted with his real interests, 
would understand the true end of asso- 
ciation, would have sound motives to 
perform his duties, and find real advan- 
tages in fulfilling them ; in fact, would . 
be convinced that to render himself sol- 
idly happy, he should occupy his ac-' 
tions with the welfare of his fellows, 
and by their utility, merit their esteem, 
their kindness, and their assistance. In 
a well constituted society, the govern- 
ment, the lawsp education, example, 
would all conspire to prove to the citi- 
zen, that the nation of which he forms 
a part is a whole that cannot be happy 
that cannot subsist without virtue ; ex- 
perience would, at each step, convince 
him that the welfare of its parts ca»» 
only result from thai q^ \Vv^>nW\^V^ 
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corporate; justice would make him feel, ; dike inadequate to restrain the torrent 
that no society can be advantageous to of corruption to which so macny accu- 
its members whore the volition of wills ' mulated causes give an irresistible 
in those who act, is not so conformable force : nay more, does not this religion 
to the interests of the whole^ as to pro- itself augment the public disorder, by 
duce an advantageous reaction. the dangerous passions which it lets 

But, alas ! by the confusion which loose and consecrates ? Virtue, in al- 
the errours of man have carried into his . most every climate, is confined to some 
ideas, virtue, disgraced, banished and . few rational beings, who have sufficient 
persecuted, finds not one of those ad- ; strength of mind to resist the stream 
vantages it has a ri^ht to expect; man | of prejudice; who are contented by re- 
's indeed shown those pretended re- munerating themselves with the bene- 
wards for it in a future life, of which fits they difiuse over society ; whose 
he is almost always deprived in his ac- ; temperate dispositions are gratified 
tual existence. It is thought necessary j with the sufirages of a small number 
to deceive, to seduce, to intimidate him, of virtuous approvers : in short, who 
in order to induce him to follow that are detached from those frivolous ad 
virtue which every thing renders in- ; vantages which the injustice of society 
commodious to him ; he is fed with dis- but too commonly accords only to base- 
tant hopes, in order to solicit him to ness, to intrigue, and to crime, 
practise virtue, while contemplation of j In despite of the injustice that reigns 
the world makes it hateful to him ; he in the world, there are, however, some 
is alarmed by remote terrours to deter virtuous men ; in the bosom even of the 
him from committing evil, which all , most degenerate nations, there are some 
conspires to render amiable and neces- ' benevolent beings, still enamoured of 
sary. It is thus that politics and su- virtue, who are fully acquainted with 
perstition, by the formation of chime- ' its true value, who are sufficientlv en- 
ras, by the creation of fictitious inter- \ lightened to know that it exacts hom- 
ests, pretend to supply those true and age even from its enemies ; who are at 
real motives which nature furnishes, least satisfied with those concealed 
which experience points out, which an pleasures and recompenses, of which 
enlightened government should hold no earthly power is competent to de- 
forth, which the law ought to enforce, prive them. The honest man acquires 
which instruction should sanction, a right to the esteem, the veneration, 
which example should encourage, the confidence, the love, even of those 
which rational opinions would render : whose conduct is exposed by a contrast 
pleasant. Man, blinded by his pas- : with his OAvn. In short, vice is obliged 
sions, not less dangerous than neces- to cede to virtue, of which it blushingly 
sary, led away by precedent, authorized ; acknowledges the superiority. Inde- 
by custom, enslaved by habit, pays no pendent of this ascendency so gentle, 
attention to these uncertain promises ; so grand, so infallible, if even the whole 
and menaces ; the actual interest of his universe should be unjust to him, there 
immediate pleasures, the force of his yet remains to the honest man the ad- 
passions, the inveteracy of his habits, i vantage of loving his own conduct, of 
always rise superior to the distant in- esteeming himself, of diving with sat- 
terests pointed out in his future wel- { isfaction into the recesses of his own 
fare, or the remote evils with which he heart, of contemplating his own ac- 
is threatened, Avhich always appear tions with that delicious complacency 
doubtful whenever he compares them ■ that others ought to do, if they were not 
with present advantages. I hoodwinked. No power is adequate 

Thus superstition, far from making to ravish from him the merited esteem 
man virtuous by principle, does nothing of himself; no authority is sufficiently 
more than impose upon him a yoke as potent to give it to him when he de- 
severe as it is useless : it is borne by serves it not ; but when it is not well 
none but enthusiasts, or by the pusillan- I founded it is then a ridiculous senti- 
imous, who, without becoming better, ment : it ought to be censured when it 
tremblingly champ the feeble bit put j displays itself in a mode that is morti- 
into their mouth. Indeed, experience fving and troublesome to others ; it 13 
jaoontestably proves, that religion is a ; then called arr 'f it rest itself 
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upon friyolous actions, it is called van- 
ity ; but when it cannot be condemned, 
when it is known for legitimate, when 
it is discovered to have a solid founda- 
tion, when it bottoms itself upon talents, 
when it rises upon great actions that are 
useful to the community, when it erects 
its edifice upon virtue, even though so- 
ciety should not set these merits at their 
just price, it is noble pride, elevation 
of mind, grandeur of soul. 

Let us not, then, listen to the preach- 
ing of those superstitions which, ene- 
mies to man's nappiness, have been 
desirous of destroying it, even in the 
inmost recesses of his heart; which 
have prescribed to him hatred of his 
fellows and contempt for himself; 
which pretend to wrest from the honest 
man that self-respect which is frequent- 
ly the only reward that remains to vir- 
tue in a perverse world. To annihilate 
in him this sentiment so full of justice, 
this love of himself, is to break the 
most powerful spring that urges him to 
act right. What motive, indeed, ex- 
cept it be this, remains for him in the 
greater part of human societies'? Is 
not virtue discouraged and contemned ? 
Is not audacious crime and cunning 
vice rewarded 7 Is not love of the pub- 
lic weal taxed as folly ; exactitude in 
fulfilling duties looked upon as a bub- 
ble? Is not compassion, sensibility, 
tenderness, conjugal fidelity, sincerity, 
inviolable friendship, treated with ridi- 
cule? Man must have motives for ac- 
tion: he neither acts well nor ill, but 
with a view to his own happiness — to 
that which he thinks his interest ; he 
does nothing gratuitously ; and when 
reward for useful actions is withheld 
from him, he is reduced either to be- 
come as abandoned as others, or else to 
remunerate hin^*!3lf with his own ap- 
plause. 

This granted, the honest man can 
never be completely unhappy ; he can 
never be entirely deprived of the recom- 
pense which is his due ; virtue can am- 
ply make up to him all the happiness de- 
nied him by public opinion; but nothing 
can compensate to him the want of vir- 
tue. It does not follow that the honest 
mati will be exempted from afflictions : 
like the wicked, he is subjected to phys- 
ical evils ; he may be worn down with 
disease ; he may frequently be the sub- 
ject of calumny, of injustice, of ingrat- 

No. v.— 19 



itude, of hatred ; but in the midst of all 
his misfortunes, of his sorrows, he finds 
support in himself, he is contented with 
his own conduct, he respects himself, 
he feels his own dignity, he knows the 
equity of his rights, and consoles him- 
self with the confidence inspired by the 
justness of his cause. These supports 
are not calculated for the wicked. 
Equally liable with the honest man to 
infirmities and to the caprices of his 
destiny, he finds the recesses of his own 
heart tilled with dreadful alarms, cares, 
solicitude, regret, and remorse ; he dies 
within himself; his conscience sustains 
him not, but loads him with reproach ; 
and his mind, overwhelmed, sinks un- 
der the storm. The honest man is not 
an insensible stoic; virtue does not 
procure impassibility, but if wretched, 
it enables nim to cast ofi* despair ; it 
infirm, he has less to complain of than 
the vicious being who is oppressed with 
sickness ; if indigent, he is less unhap- 
py in his poverty ; if in disgrace, he is 
not overwhelmed by its pressure, like 
the wretched slave to crime. 

Thus the happiness of each indi- 
vidual depends on the cultivation of his 
temperament ; nature makes both the 
happy and the unhappy ; it is culture 
that gives value to the soil nature has 
formed, and instruction and reflection 
make it useful. For man to be happily 
born, is to have received from nature a 
sound body, organs that act with pre- 
cision, a just mind, a heart whose pas- 
sions and desires are analogous and 
conformable to the circumstances in 
which his destiny has placed him. Na- 
ture, then, has done every thing for him, 
when she has joined to these faculties 
the quantum of vigour and energy suf- 
ficient to enable him to obtain those 
things, which his station, his mode of 
thinking, his temperament, have ren- 
dered desirable. Nature has made him 
a fatal present, when she has filled his 
sanguinary vessels with an overheated 
fluid, given him an imagination too ac- 
tive, desires too impetuous after objects 
either impossible or improper to be ob- 
tained under his circumstances; or 
which at least he cannot procure with- 
out those incredible efforts that either 
place his own welfare in danger or dis- 
turb the repose of sociejty. The most 
happy man is commonly he who pos- 
sesses a peaceable mind, who only 



146 



OF MAN'S TRUE INTEREST. 



sires those thines which he can procure 
by labour suitable to maintain his ac- 
tivity, without causing shocks that are 
either too violent or troublesome. A 
philosopher, whose wants are easily 
satisfied, who is a stranger to ambition, 
who is contented with the limited cir- 
cle of a small number of friends, is, 
without doubt, a being much more hap- 
pily constituted than an ambitious con- 
queror, whose greedy imagination is 
reduced to despair by having only one 
world to ravage. He who is happily 
bom, or whom nature has rendered 
susceptible of being conveniently mod- 
ified, IS not a being injurious to societv : 
it is generally disturbed by men wlio 
are unhappily born, whose organiza- 
tion renders them turbulent, who are 
discontented with their de<*tiny, who 
are inebriated with their own licentious 
passions, who are smitten with difficult 
enterprises, who set the world in com- 
bustion to gather imaginary benefits, in 
which they make their own happiness 
consist. An Alexander requires the 
destruction of empires, nations to be 
deluged with blood, cities to be laid in 
ashes, its inhabitants to be extermina- 
ted, to content that passion for glory of 
which he has formed to himself a false 
idea, but which his too ardent imagina- 
tion anxiously thirsts after : for a Dio- 
genes there needs only a tub, with the 
liberty of appearing whimsical : a Soc- 
rates wants nothing but the pleasure of 
forming disciples to virtue. 

Maji by his organization is a being 
to whom motion is always necessary, 
he must therefore always desire it ; 
this is the reason why too much facility 
in procuring the objects of his search, 
renders them quickly insipid. To feel 
happiness, it is necessary to make ef- 
forts to obtain it ; to find charms in its 
enjoyment, it is necessary that the de- 
sire should be whetted by obstacles i 
he is presently disgusted with those 
benefits which have cost him but little 
pains. The expectations of happiness, 
the labour requisite to procure it, the 
varied and multiplied pictures which 
his imagination forms to him, supply 
his brain with that motion for which it 
has Qccasion ; this gives impulse to his 
organs, puts his whole machine into 
activity, exercises his faculties, sets all 
his sprmgs in play ; in a word, puts him 
into that agreeable activity, for the want 



of which the enjoyment of happiness 
itself cannot compensate him. Action 
is the true element of the human mind ; 
as soon as it ceases to act, it sinks into 
lassitude. His mind has the same oc- 
casion for ideas his stomach has for 
aliment.* 

Thus the impulse given him by de- 
sire is itself a great benefit ; it is to the 
mind what exercise is to the body; 
without it he would not derive any 
pleasure in the aliments presented to 
him ; it is thirst that renders the pleas- 
ure of drinking so agreeable. Life is a 
perpetual circle of regenerated desires 
and wants satisfied: repose is only a 
pleasure to him who labours ; it is a 
source of weariness, the cause of sor- 
row, the spring of vice to him who has 
nothing to do. To enjoy without in- 
terruption is not to enjoy any thing: 
the man who has nothing to desire is 
certainly more unhappy than he who 
sufiers. 

These reflections, grounded upon ex- 
perience, ought to prove to man that 
good as well as evil depends on the es- 
sence of things. Happiness to be fell 
cannot be continued. Labour is neces- 
sary to make intervals between his 
pleasures; his body has occasion for 
exercise to co-order him with the be- 
ings who surround him ; his heart must 
have desires; trouble alone can give 
him the right relish of his welfare ; it 
is this which puts in the shadows to 
the picture of human life. By an ir- 
revocable law of his destiny, man is 
obliged to be discontented with his 
present condition ; to make efibrts to . 
change it ; to reciprocally envy that fe- 
licity which no individual enjoys per- 
fectly. Thus the poor man envies the 
opulence of the rich, although this one 
is frequently more unhappy than his 
needy neighbour; thus the rich man 
views with pain the advantages of a 



♦ The advantage which philosophers and 
men of letters have over the ignorant and the 
idle, 0- over those that neither think nor study, 
is OMring to the variety as well as quantity of 
ideas furnished to the mind by study andf re- 
flection. The mind of a man who thinks 
finds more delight in a good book than can 
be obtained by all the ricnes at the command 
of the ignorant. To study is to amass ideas ; 
and the number and combination of ideas 
make that diflerence between man and man 
which we observe, besides giving him an ad- 
vantage over ail other »' ' 



OP MAN'S TRUE INTEREST. 



147 



poverty which he sees active, healthy, 
and frequently jocund even in the ho- 
8om of penury. 

Ifman were perfectly contented, there 

- would no longer he any activity in the 

- world; it is necessary that he should 
desire, act, labour, in order that he may 
be happy : such is the course of nature, 
of which the life consists in action. 
Human societies can only subsist by 
the continual exchange of those things 
in which man places his happiness. 
The poor man is obliged to desire and 
to labour, that he may procure what he 
knows is requisite to the preservation 
of his existence ; the primary wants 
given to him by nature, are to nourish 
himself, clothe himself, lodge himself, 
and propagate Ms species ; has he sat- 
isfied these? he is quickly obliged to 
create others entirely newj or rather, 
his imagination only refines upon the 
first ; he seeks to diversify them ; he is 
willing to give them fresh zest ; arrived 
at opulence, when he, has run over the 
whole circle of wants, when he has 
completely exhausted their combina- 
tions, he falls into disgust. Dispensed 
from labour, his body amasses humours ; 
destitute ot desires, his heart feels a 
languor; deprived of activity, he is 
obliged to divide his riches with beings 
more active, more laborious than him- 

' self: these, following their own pecu- 
liar interests, take upon themselves the 
task of labouring for his advantage, of 
procuring for him means to satisfy his 
wants, of ministering to his caprices in 
order to remove the languor that op- 
presses him. It is thus the great, the 
rich, excite the energies, the activity, 
the industry of the indio^ent ; these la- 
bour to their own peculiar welfare by 
working for others : thus the desire of 
ameliorating his condition, renders man 
necessary to his fellow man; thus 
wants, always regenerating, never sat- 
isfied, are the principles of life, of activ- 
ity, the source of health, the basis of 
society. If each individual were com- 
petent to the supply of his own exigen- 
cies, there would be no occasion for 
him to congregate in society, but his 
wants, his desires, his whims, place 
him in a state of dependance on others : 
these are the causes that each individ- 
ual, in order to further his own pecu- 
. liar interest, is obliged to be useful to 
those who have the capability of pro- 



curing for him the objects whicn he 
himself has not. A nation is nothing 
more than the union of a great number 
of individuals, connected with each 
other by the reciprocitjr of their wants, 
or by their mutual desire of pleasure ; 
the most happy man is he who has the 
fewest wants, and the most numerous 
means of satisfying them.* . 

In the individuals of the human spe- 
cies, as well as in political society, the » 
progression of wants, is a thing abso- 
lutely necessary ; it is founded upon the 
essence of man ; it is requisite that the 
natural wants once satisfied, should be 
replaced by those which he calls ima- 
ginary^ or wants of the fancy ; tbese 
become as necessary to his happiness as 
the first. Custom, which permits the 
native American to go quite naked, 
obliges the more civilized inhabitant or 
Europe to clothe himself; the poor man 
contents himself with very simple at- 
tire, which equally serves him for win- 
ter and for summer ; the rich man de- 
sires to have garments suitable to each 
season ; he would experience pain if he 
had not the convenience of changing 
his raiment with every variation of his 
climate ; he would be unhappy if the 
expense and variety of his costume did 
not display to the surrounding multi- 
tude his opulence, mark his rank, an- 
nounce his superiority. It is thus habit 
multiplies the wants of the wealthy ; it 
is thus that vanity itself becomes a want, 
which sets a thousand hands in motion, 
who are all eager to gratify its cra- 
vings ; in short, this very vanity pro- 
cures for the necessitous man the means 
of subsisting at the expense of his opu- 
lent neighbour. He who is accustom- 
ed to pomp, who is used to ostentatious 
splendour, whose habits are luxurious, 
whenever he is deprived of these insig- 
nia of opulence to which he has attach- 
ed the idea of happiness, finds himself 
just as unhappy as the needy wretch 
who has not wherewith to cover his 
nakedness. The civilized nations of 
the present day were in their origin 
savages composed of erratick tribes, 
mere wanderers who were occupied 
with war and the chase, obliged to seek 
a precarious subsistence by nun tin 
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♦ The man who would be tnily rich, has no 
need to increase his fortune, it suffices he 
should diminish his wants. 
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those woods : in time they hare become 
stationary; they first applied them- 
selves to agriculture, afterwards to com- 
merce ; by degrees they have refined on 
their primitive wants, extended their 
sphere of action, ^iven birth to a thou- 
sand new wants, imagined a thousand 
new means to satisfy them; this is the 
natural and necessary progression of 
active beings, who cannot live without 
feeling ; who, to be happy, must of ne- 
cessity diversify their sensations. 

In proportion as man's wants multi- 
ply, the means to satisfy them becomes 
more difficult ; he is obliged to depend 
on a greater number of his fellow crea- 
tures ; his interest obliges him to rouse 
their activity to engage them to concur 
with his views, consequently he is obli- 
ged to procure for them those objects 
by which they can be excited. The 
savage need only put forth his hand to 
ffather the fruit he finds sufficient for 
his nourishment. The opulent citizen 
of a flourishing society is obliged to set 
numerous hands to work to produce the 
sumptuous repast and to procure the far- 
fetched viands become necessary to re- 
vive his languishing appetite, or to flat- 
ter his inordinate vanity. From this it 
will appear, that in the same proportion 
the wants of man are multiplied, he is 
obliged to augment the means to satisfy 
them. Riches are nothing more than 
the measure of a convention, by the as- 
sistance of which man is enabled to 
make a greater number of his fellows 
concur in the gratification of his de- 
sires ; by which he is capacitated to 
invite them, for their own peculiar in- 
terests, to contribute to his pleasures. 
What, in fact, does the rich man do, 
except announce to the needy that he 
can furnish him with the means of sub- 
sistence if he consents to lend himself 
to his will ? What does the man in 
power except show to others that he is 
m a state to supply the requisites to 
render them happy? Sovereigns, no- 
bles, men of wealth, appear to be happy 
only because they possess the ability, 
are masters of the motives, sufficient to 
determine a great number of individuals 
to occupy themselves with their re- 
spective felicity. 

The more things are considered, the 

more man will be convinced that his 

false opinions are the true source of his 

misery ; and the clearer it will appear 



to him that happiness is so rare only 
because he attaches it to objects either 
indifierent or useless to his welfare, or 
which, when enjoved, convert them- 
selves into real evils. 

Riches are indififerent in themselves 
it is only by their application that they 
either become objects of utility to man, 
or are rendered prejudicial to his wel- 
fare. Money, useless to the savage^ 
who understands not its value, is 
amassed by the miser, (to whom it is 
useless) lest it should be squandered 
by the prodigal or by the voluptuary, 
who makes no other use of it than to 
purchase infirmities and regret. Pleas- 
ures are nothing for the man who is in- 
capable of feeling them ; they become 
real evils when they are too freely in- 
dulged ; when they are destructive to 
his health; when they derange the 
economy of his machine ; when they 
make him neglect his duties, and when 
they render him despicable in the eyes 
of others. Power is nothing in itself; 
it is useless to man if he does not avail 
himself of it to promote his own pecu- 
liar felicity : it becomes fatal to him as 
soon as he abuses it ; it becomes odious 
whenever he employs it to render oth- 
ers miserable. For want of being en- 
lightened on his true interest, the man 
who enjoys all the means of rendering 
himself completely happy, scarcely 
ever discovers the secret of making 
those means . truly subservient to his 
own peculiar felicity. The art of en- ' 
joying is that which of all others is • 
least understood: man should learn 
this art before he begins to desire; the 
earth is covered with individuals who 
only occupy themselves with the care 
of procuring the means, without ever 
being acquainted with the end. All 
the world desire fortune and power, yet 
very few indeed are those whom these 
objects render truly happy. 

It is quite natural in man, it is ex- 
tremely reasonable, it is absolutely ne- 
cessary, to desire those things which 
can contribute to augment the sum of 
his felicity. Pleasure, riches, j)Ower, 
are objects worthy his ambition, and 
deserving his most strenuous efforts, 
when he has learned how to employ 
them to render his existence really 
more agreeable. It is impossible »tc 
censure him who desires them, to de- 
spise him who c^- ' them, to hate 
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him who possesses them, hut when to 
obtain them he employs odious means, 
or when after he has obtained them he 
makes a pernicious use of them, inju- 
rious to himself, prejudicial to others. 
Let him wish for power, kt him seek 
after grandeur, let him be ambitious of 
reputation, when he can obtain them 
without making the purchase at the 
expense of his own repose, or that of 
the beings with whom he lives: let 
him desire riches, when he knows how 
to make a use of them that is truly ad- 
vantageous for himself, reallv benefi- 
cial for others ; but never let him em- 
ploy those means to procure them with 
which he may be obliged to reproach 
himself, or which may draw upon him 
the hatred of his associates. Let him al- 
ways recollect, that his solid happiness 
should rest its foundations upon his 
own esteem, and upon the advantages 
he procures for others ; and above all, 
that ot ail the objects to which his 
ambition may point, the most imprac- 
ticable for a bemg who lives in society. 
is that of attempting to render himselt 
exclusively happy. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

The Erroura of Man^ upon what constUutea 
Happiness, the true Source of his Evil. — 
Remedies that may be applied. 

Reason by no means forbids man 
from forming capacious desires; am- 
bition is a passion useful to his species, 
when it has for its object the happiness 
of his race. Great minds are desirous 
of acting on an extended sphere ; gen- 
iuses who are powerful, enlightened, 
beneficent, distribute very widely their 
benign influence; they must necessa- 
rily, ir order to promote their own pe- 
culiar felicity, render great numbers 
happy. So many princes fail to enjoy 
true happiness, only because their fee- 
ble, narrow souls, are obliged to act in 
a sphere too extensive for their ener- 
gies : it is thus that by the supineness, 
the indolence, the incapacity of their 
chiefs, nations frequently pine in mis- 
ery, and are often submitted to masters 
whose exility of mind is as little cal- 
culated to promote their own immedi- 
ate happiness, as it is to further that of 
their miserable subjects. On the other 
hand, minds too vehement, too much 



inflamed, too active, are themselves 
tormented by the narrow sphere that 
confines them, and their misplaced ar- 
dour becomes the scourge of the human 
race.* Alexander was a monarch, who 
was as injurious to the earth, as discon- 
tented with his condition, as the in- 
dolent despot whom he dethroned.— 
The souls of neither were by any 
means commensurate with their sphere 
of action. 

The happiness of man will never 
be more than the result of the harmony 
that subsists between his desires and his 
circumstances. The sovereign power, 
to him who knows not how to apply it 
to the advantr^ge of his citizens, is as 
nothing ; if i* renders him miserable, 
it is a real evil ; if it produces the mis- 
fortune of a portion of the human race, 
it is a detestable abuse. The most 
powerful princes are ordinarily such 
strangers to happiness, their subjects 
are commonly so unfortunate only be- 
cause they first possess all the means 
of rendering themselves happy, with- 
out ever giving them activity, or be- 
cause the only knowledge they have of 
them is their abuse. A wise man, 
seated on a throne, would be the most 
happy of mortals. A monarch is a 
man for whom his power, let it be of 
whatever extent, cannot procure other 
organs, other modes of feeling, than 
the meanest of his subjects ; if he has 
an advantage over them, it is by the 
grandeur, the variety, the multiplicity 
of the objects with which he can oc- 
cupy himself, which, by giving per- 
petual -activity to his mind, can prevent 
It fr'^v decay and from falling into 
slotn If his mind is virtuous and ex- 
pansive, his ambition finds continual 
food in the contemplation of the power 
he possesses to unite by gentleness and 
kindness the will of his subjects with 
his .vn ; to interest them in his own 
cons<.;rvation, to merit their alFections, 
to draw forth the respect of strangers, 
and to elicit the eulogies of all nations. 
Such are the conquests that reason 
proposes to all those whose destiny it 
is to govern the fate of empires : tney 
are sufiSciently grand to satisfy the 

* ^stuat in&lix augusto limite mundi. — 
Seneca says of Alexander, Post Darium and 
Indos pauper est Alexander ; inventus est qui 
concupiscent aliquid post omnia. V. Senec 
EpisU 120. 
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roost ardent imagination, lo gratify the 
most capacious ambition. Kings are 
the most happy of men only because 
they have the power of making a great 
number of other men happv, and thus 
of multiplying the causes of legitimate 
content with themselves. 

The advantages of the sovereign 
power are participated by all those 
who contribute to the government of 
states. Thus grandeur, rank, reputa- 
tion, are desirable for all who are 
acquainted with all the means of ren- 
dering them subservient to their own 
peculiar felicity ; they are useless to 
those ordinary men, who have neither 
the energy nor the capacity to employ 
them in a mode advantageous to them- 
selves ; they are detestable whenever 
to obtain them man compromises his 
own happiness and the welfare of so- 
ciety : this society itself is in an er- 
rour every time it respects men who 
only employ to its destruction a power, 
the exercise of which it ought never to 
approve but when it reaps from it sub- 
stantial benefits. 

Riches, useless to the miser, who is 
no more than their miserable jailer, 
prejudicial to the debauchee, for whom 
they only procure infirmities, disgust, 
and satiety, can, in the hands of the hon- 
est man, produce unnumbered means 
of augmenting the sum of his happi- 
ness ; but before man covets wealth, it 
is proper he should know how to em- 
ploy it ; money is only a representative 
of happiness : to enjoy it so as to make 
others happy, this is the reality. Mo- 
ney, according to the compact of man, 
procures for him all those benefits he 
can desire ; there is only one which it 
will not procure, tnat is, the knowledge 
how to apply it properly. For man to 
have money, without the true secret 
how to enjoy it, is to possess the key 
of a commodious palace to which he 
is interdicted entrance; to lavish it 
prodigally, is to throw the key into the 
river ; to make a bad use of it, is only 
to make it the means of wounding 
himself. Give the most ample treas- 
ures to the enlightened man, he will 
not be overwhelmed with them ; if he 
has a capacious and noble mind he 
will only extend more widely his be- 
nevolence ; he will deserve the afiec- 
tion of a greater number of his fellow 
men; he will attract the love, and the 



homase of all those who surround 
him; ne will restrain himself in his 
pleasures, in order that he may be en- 
abled truly to enjoy them; he will 
know that money cannot re-establish a 
mind worn out with enjoyment, enfee- 
bled by excess ; cannot invigorate a 
body enervated by debauchery, from 
thenceforth become incapable of sus- 
taining him, except by the necessity of 
privations ; he will know that the licen- 
tiousness of the voluptuary stifles pleas- 
ure in its source, and that all the treas- 
ure in the world cannot renew his 
senses. 

From this it will be obvious, that 
nothing is more frivolous than the de- 
clamations of a gloomy philosophy 
against the desire of power, the pur- 
suit of grandeur, the acquisition of 
riches, the enjoyment of pleasure. — 
These objects are desirable for man, 
whenever his condition permits him to 
make pretensions to them, or whenever 
he has acquired the knowledge of ma- 
king them turn to his own real ad- 
vantage ; reason cannot either censure 
or despise him, when to obtain them 
he wounds no one's interest : his asso- 
ciates will esteem him when he em- 
ploys their agency to secure his own 
happiness, and that of his fellows. 
Pleasure is a benefit, it is of the es- 
sence of man to love it ; it is even ra- 
tional, when it renders his existence 
really valuable to himself, when its 
consequences are not grievous to oth- 
ers. Riches are the - mbols of the 
great majority of the benefits of this 
life; they become a reality in the 
hands of the man who has the clew to 
their just application. Power is the 
most sterling of all benefits, when he 
who is its depositary has received from 
nature a mind sufiiciently noble, eleva- 
ted, benevolent, and energetic, which 
enables him to extend his happy influ- 
ence over whole nations, which, by this 
means, he places in a state of legitimate 
dependance on his will : man only ac- 
quires the right of commanding men, 
when he renders them happy. 

The right of man over his fellow- 
man, can only be founded, either upon 
the actual happiness he secures to him, 
or that which gives him reason to hop« 
he will procure for him ; without this, 
the power he exercises would be vio- 
lence, usurpatioD' ' ""* tyrannr : it 
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it only upon the faculty of rendering 
him nappy that legitimate authority 
builds Its structure. No man derives 
from nature the right of commanding 
another ; but it is voluntarily accorded 
to those from whom he expects his 
welfare. Government is the right of 
commanding conferred on the sove- 
reign, only Tor the advantage of those 
who are governed. Sovereigns are the 
defenders of the persons, the guardians 
of the property, the protectors of the 
liberty of their subjects : it is only on 
this condition these consent to obey ; 
government would not be better than 
a robbery whenever it availed itself of 
the powers confided to it to render so- 
ciety unhappy. The empire of reli- 
gion is founded on the opinion man 
entertains of its having power to ren- 
der nations happy ; and the Gods are 
horrible phantoms if they do render 
man unhappy.* Government and reli- 
gion, could be reasonable institutions 
only inasmuch as they equally contrib- 
uted to the felicity of man : it would 
be folly in him to submit himself to a 
yoke from which these resulted nothing 
but evil : it would be rank injustice to 
oblige him to renounce his rights, with- 
out some corresponding advantage. 

The authority which a father exer- 
cises over his family, is only founded 
on the advantages wiich he is suppos- 
ed to procure for it. Rank, in political 
society, has only for its basis the real 
or imaginary utility of some citizens, 
for which the others are willing to dis- 
tinguish, respect, and obey them. The 
rich acquire rights over the indigent, 
only by virtue of the welfare they are 
able to procme them. Genius, talents, 
science, arts, have rights over man. 
only in consequence of their utility, ol 
the delight they confer, of the advan- 
tages they procure for society. In a 
word, it IS happiness^ it is the expec- 
tation of happiness, it is its image, that 
man cherishes, esteems, and unceas- 
ingly adores. Gods and monarchs, the 
rich and the great, may easily impose 

♦ Cicero says — ^Nisi homini placuerit, Deus 
non erit. — " Grod cannot oblige men to obey 
him, unless he proves to them that he has the 
power of rendering them happy or unhappy." 
See the Defence of Religiorij Vol. I. p. 433. 
From this we must conclude that we are right 
m judging of religion and of the Gods by the 
advantages or disadvantages they procure to 
Nodety; 



on him, may dazzle him, may intimi- 
date him, but they will never be able 
to obtain the voluntary submission of 
his heart, which alone can confer upon 
them legitimate rights, without they 
make him experience real benefits and 
display virtue. Utility is nothing more N 
than true happiness ; to be usefud is to ' 
be virtuous ; to be virtuous is to make 
others happy. 

The happiness which man derives 
from them, is the invariable and neces- 
sary standard of his sentiments for the 
beings of his species, for the objects 
he desires, for the opinions he em- 
braces, for those actions on which he 
decides ; he is the dupe of his preju- 
dices every time he ceases to avail him- 
self of this standard to regulate his 
judgment. He will never run the risk 
of deceiving himself, when he shall 
examine strictly what is the real utility 
resulting to his species from the reli- 
gion, from the laws, from the institu- 
tions, from the inventions and the va- 
rious actions of all mankind. 

A superficial view may sometimes 
seduce him ; but experience, aided by 
reflection, will re-conduct him to rea- 
son, which is incapable of deceiving 
him. This teaches him that pleasure 
is a momentary happiness, which fre- 
quently becomes an evil ; that evil is a 
fleeting trouble, that frequently be- 
comes a good: it makes him under- 
stand the true nature of objects, and 
enables him to foresee the etfects he 
may expect ; it makes him distinguish 
those desires to which his welfare per- 
mits him to lend himself from those to 
whose seduction he ought to make re- 
sistance. In short, it will always con- 
vince him, that the true interest of in- 
telligent beings, who love happiness, 
who desire to render their own exist- 
ence felicitous, demands that they 
should root out all those phantoms, 
abolish all those chimerical ideas, de- 
stroy all those prejudices, which ob- 
struct their felicity in this world. 

If he consults experience, he will 
perceive that it is in illusions and opin- 
ions looked upon as sacred, that he 
ought to search out the source of that 
multitude of evils, which almost every 
where overwhelms mankind. From 
ignorance of natural causes, man has 
created Gods ; imposture rendered these 
Gods terrible to him; and these fatal 
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ideas haunted him without rendering 
him better, made him tremble without 
either benefit to himself or to others ; 
611ed his mind with chimeras, opposed 
themselves to the progress of his rea- 
son, prevented him from seeking after 
his happiness. His fears rendered him 
the slave of those who have deceived 
him under pretence of consulting his 
welfare ; he committed evil whenever 
they told him his Grods demanded 
crimes ; he lived in misfortune, because 
they made him believe these Gods con- 
demned him to be miserable ; the slave 
of these Grods, he never dared to disen- 
tangle himself from his chains, because 
the artful mmisters of these Divinities 
gave him to understand, thatstupidity^ 
the renunciation of reason, sloth ot 
mind, abjection of soul, were the sure 
means of obtaining eternal felicity. 

Prejudices, not less dangerous, have 
blinded man upon the true nature of 
government; nations are ignorant of 
Uie true foundations of authority ; they 
dare not demand happiness from those 
kings who are charged with the care 
of procuring it for them: they have be- 
lieved that their sovereigns were Gods 
disguised, who received with their 
birth, the right of commanding the rest 
of mankind ; that they could at their 
pleasure dispose of the felicity of the 
people, and that they were not ac- 
countable for the misery they engen- 
dered. By a necessary consequence 
of these opinions, politics have al- 
most every where degenerated into 
the fatal art of sacrificing the interests 
of the many, either to the caprice of 
an individual, or to some few privile- 
ged rascals. In despite of the evils 
which assailed them, nations fell down 
in adoration before the idols they them- 
selves had made, and foolishly respect- 
ed the instruments of their misery ; 
obeyed their unjust will : lavished their 
blood, exhausted their treasure, sacri- 
ficed their lives, to glut the ambition, 
the cupidity, the never-ending caprices 
of these men ; they bent the knee to 
established opinion, bowed to rank, 
yielded to title, to opulence, to pageant- 
ry, to ostentation : at length, victims to 
their prejudices, they in vain expected 
their welfare at the hands of men who 
were themselves unhappy from their 
own vices, whose neglect of virtue had 
rendered them incapable of enjoying 



true felicity, who were but little dispos- 
ed to occupy themselyes with their 
prosperity: under such chiefs their 
physical and moral happiness wer0 
equally neglected or even annihilated. 

The same blindness may be perceiv- 
ed in the science of morals. Religion, 
which never had any thing but ignor- 
ance for its basis, and imagination for 
its guide, did not found ethics upon 
man's nature, upon his relations with 
his fellows, upon those duties which 
necessarily flow from these relations, 
it preferred founding them upon ima- 
ginary relations, which it pretended 
subsisted between him and some invis- 
ible powers it had gratuitously imagin- 
ed, and had falsely been made to speak.* 

It was these invisible Grods which re- 
ligion always paints as furious tyrants, 
who were declared the arbiters of man's 
destiny — the models of his conduct; 
when he was willing to imitate these 
tyrannical Gods, when he was willing 
to conform himself to the lessons of 
their interpreters, he became wicked, 
was an unsociable creature, a useless 
being, or else a turbulent maniac and a 
zealous fanatic. It was these alone 
who profited by religion, who advan- 
taged themselves by the darkness in 
which it involved the human mind ; 
nations were ignorant of nature, they 
knew nothing of reason, they under- 
stood not truth ; they had only a gloomy 
religion, without one certain idea of 
either morals or virtue. When man 
committed evil against his fellow crea- 
ture, he believed he had offended his 
God; but he also believed himself for- 
given, as soon as he had prostrated him- 
self before him ; as soon as he had made 
him costly presents, and gained over 
the priest to his interest. Thus reli- 
gion, far from giving a sure, a natural, 
and a known basis to morals, only rest- 
ed it on an unsteady fc mdation, made 
it consist in ideal duties, impossible to 

♦ Thus Trophonius, from his cave, made 
affrighted mortals tremble, shook the stoutest 
nerves, made them turn pale with fear; his 
miserable, deluded supplicants, who were obli- 
ged to sacrifice to him, anointed their bodies 
with oil, bathed in certain rivers, and after 
they had offered their cake of honey and re 
ceived their destiny, became so dejected, si- 
wretchedly forlorn, that to this day their de- 
scendants, when they behold a melanch'/if 
man, exclaim, " He has consulted the oracu qf 
'ProphoniiLsy 



THE ERROURS OF MAN. 



1S3 



be accurately understood. What did I 
>ay? It first corrupted him,- and his 
expiations finished by ruining him. 
Thus when religion was desirous to 
combat the unruly passions of man, it 
attempted it in vainj always enthusi- 
astic, and deprived of experience, it 
knew nothing of the true remedies ; 
those which it applied were diso^ustinff, 
only suitable to make the sick revolt 
against them; it made them pass for 
divine, because they were not made of 
man ; they were inefficacious, because 
chimeras could efiectuate nothing 
against those substantive passions to 
which motives more real and more 
powerful concurred to give birth, which 
every thing conspired to nourish in his 
heart. The voice of religion, or of the 
Gods, could not make itself heard 
amidst the tumult of society, where all 
cried out to man, that he could not 
render himself happy without injuring 
his fellow creature; these vain clam- 
ours only made virtue hateful to him, 
. because they always represented it as 
the enemy to his happiness — as the bane 
of human pleasures. He consequently 
failed in the observation of his duties, 
because real motives were never held 
forth to induce him to make the requi- 
site sacrifice: the present prevailed 
over the future, the visible over the in- 
visible, the known over the unknown ; 
and man became wicked, because every 
thing informed him he must be so in or- 
der to obtain happiness. 

Thus^ the sum of human misery was 
never diminished; on the contrary, it 

\ was accumulating either by his religion, 
by his government, by his education, by 
his opinions, or by the institutions he 

^ . adopted under the idea of rendering his 
' condition more pleasant. It cannot be 
', too often repeated, it is in errour that 
man will find the true spring of those 
evils with which the human race is af- 
flicted; it is not nature that renders 
him miserable and unhappy ; it is not 
an irritated Divinity, who is desirous he 
should live in tears ; it is not hereditary 
depravation that has caused him to be 
wicked and miserable, it is to errour 
that these deplorable effects are to be 
ascribed. 

The sovereign good, so much sought 

after by some philosophers, announced 

■ with so much emphasis by others, may 

be considered as a chimera, like unto 

No. v.— 20 



that marvellous panacea, which some' 
adepts have been willing to pass upon 
mankind for a universal remedy. AH 
men are diseased ; the moment of their 
birth delivers them over to the contagion 
of errour ; but individuals are variously 
affected by it, by a consequence of their 
natural organization and of their pecu 
liar circumstances. If there is a sove-i 
reign remedy which can be indiscrimi 
nately applied to the diseases of man 
there is without doubt only one, an( 
this remedy is ti'uth, whicn he mus 
draw from nature. 

At the sight of those errours which 
blind the greater number of mortals — 
of those delusions which man is doom- 
ed to suck in with his mother's milk ; 
at the sifl^ht of those desires, of those 
propensities, by which he is perpetually 
agitated, of those passions which tor- 
ment him, of those inquietudes which 
gnaw his repose, of those evils, as well 
physical as moral, which assail him on 
every side, the contemplator of human- 
ity would be tempted to believe that 
happiness was not made for this world, 
and that any effort to cure those minds 
which every thing unites to poison, 
would be a vain enterprise. When he 
considers those numerous superstitions 
by which man is kept in a continual 
state of alarm, that divide him from his 
fellow, that render him irrational; when 
he beholds the many despotic govern- 
ments that oppress him ; when he ex- 
amines those multitudinous, unintelli- 
gible, contradictory laws that torture 
him; the manifold injustice under 
which he sroans ; when he turns his 
mind to the barbarous ignorance in 
which he is steeped, almost over the 
whole surface of the earth ; when he 
witnesses those enormous crimes that 
debase society, and render it so hateful 
to almost every individual ; he has great 
difficulty to prevent his mind from em- 
bracing the idea, that misfortune is the 
only appendage of the human species ; 
that this world is made solely to assem- 
ble the unhappy ; that human felicity is 
a chimera^ or at least a point so fugi- 
tive, that it is impossible it can be fixed. 

Thus superstitious and atrabilious 
mortals, nourished in melancholy, un- 
ceasingly see either nature or its author 
exasperated against the human race; 
they suppose that man is the constant 
obiect of heaven's wrath ; that he ir-i- 



154 



THE ERROURS OF MAN. 



tales It even by his desires, and renders 
himself criminal by seeking a felicity 
ii'hich is not made for him. StmcK 
with beholding that those objects which 
he covets in the most lively manner, 
are nrvcr competent to content his 
heart, ihey have decried them as abom- 
inations, as thimrs prejudicial to his in- 
terest, as odious; they prescribe him 
that he should entirely shun them; 
they have endeavoured to put to the 
rout all his passions, without any dis- 
tinction even of those which are the 
most useful to himself, the most bene- 
ficial to those beiu2fs with whom he 
lives : they have been willing that man 
should render himself insensible — 
should become his own enemy — that he 
should separate himself from his fellow 
creatures — that he should renounce all 
pleasure — that he should refuse happi- 
ness ; in short, that he should cease to 
be a man ; that he should become un- 
natm^l. " Mortals !" have they said, 
"ye were born to be unhappy ; the au- 
thor of your existence has destined ye 
for misfortune; enter then into his 
views, and render yourselves miserable. 
Combat those desires which have feli- 
city for their object; renounce those 
pleasures which it is your essence to 
love; attach yourselves to nothing in 
this world ; fly a society that only serves 
to inflame your imagination, to make 
you sigh after benefits you ought not to 
enjoy ; break up the spring of your 
souls ; repress that activity that seeks 
to put a period to your sufferings; suffer, 
afflict yourselves, groan, be v/retched ; 
such is for you the true road to happi- 
ness." 

Blind physicians ! who have mista- 
ken for a disease the natural state of 
man! they have not seen that his de- 
sires and his passions were essential to 
him; that to defend him from loving 
and desiringp is to deprive him of that 
activity, which is the vital principle of 
society ; that to tell him to hate and 
despise himself, is to take from him the 
most substantive motive that can con- 
duct him to virtue. It is thus, that, by 
its supernatural remedies, religion, far 
from curing evils, has only increased 
them, and made them more desperate ; 
in the room of calming his passions, it 
gives them inveteracy, makes them 
more dangerous, renders them more 
venomous, turns that into a curse which 



nature has giyen him for his preserva- 
tion and happiness. It is not oy extin- 
guishing the passions of man that he is 
to be rendered happier, it is by direct- 
ing them towards useful objects, which, 
by being truly advantageous to himself 
must ofnecessity be beneficial to others. 

In despite of the errours which blind 
the human race ; in despite of the ex- 
travagance of man's religious and polit- 
ical institutions, notwithstanding the 
complaints and murmurs he is continu- 
ally breathing forth against his destiny, 
there are yet happy individuals on the 
earth. Man has sometimes the felicity 
to behold sovereigns animated by the 
noble passion to render nations nour- 
ishing and happy ; now and then he 
encounters an Antoninus, a Trajan, a 
Julian, an Alfred, a Henri IV.;* he 
meets with elevated minds, who place 
their glory in encouraging merit, who 
rest their happiness in succouring indi- 
gence, who think it honourable tolend a 
helping hand to oppressed virtue: he 
sees genius, occupied with the desire of 
eliciting the admiration of his fellow • 
citizens by serving them usefully, and 
satisfied with enjoying tnat happiness 
he procures for others. 

Let it not be believed that the man 
of poverty himself, is excluded from 
happiness. Mediocrity and indigence 
frequently procure for him advantages 
that opulence and grandeur are obliged 
to acknowledge. The soul of the needy 
man, always in action, never ceases to 
form desires, whilst the rich and the 
powerful are frequently in the afflicting 
embarrassment of either not knowing 
what to wish for, or else of desiring 
those objects which it is impossible for 
them to obtain.f The poor man's 
body, habituated to labour, knows the 
sweets of repose; this repose of the 
body is the most troublesome fatigue to 
him who is wearied with his idleness. 
Exercise and frugality procure for the 
one vigour, health, and contentment; 
the intemperance and sloth of the other 
furnish him only with disgust and in- 
firmities. Indigence sets a-ll the springs 
of the soul to work ; it is the mother of 
industry ; from its bosom arise genius, 

♦ To this scanty list may now be added the 
names of George Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson. 

t Petronius says: Nescio quomodo bonse 
mentis soror est paupertas. 
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talents, aind merit, to which opulence 
and grandeur pay their homage. In 
short, the blows of fate find in the poor 
man a flexible reed, who bends without 
breaking. 

Thus nature is not a stepmother to 
the greater number of her children. 
He whom fortune has placed in an ob- 
scure station, is ignorant of that am- 
bition which devours the courtier; 
knows nothing of the mquietude which 
deprives the intriguer of his rest; is 
a stranger to the remorse, disgust, and 
weariness of the man, who, enriched 
with the spoils of a nation, does not 
know how to turn them to his profit. 
The more the body labours, the more 
the imagination reposes itself; it is the 
diversity of the objects man runs over 
that kindles it ; it is the satiety of those 
objects that causes him disgust; the 
imagination of the indigent is circum- 
scribed by necessity: he receives but 
few ideas, he is acquainted with but 
few objects ; in consequence he has but 
littjle to desire; he contents himself 
with that little, whilst the entire of na- 
ture with diflSlculty suffices to satisfy 
the insatiable desires, to gratify the 
[imaginary wants of the man plunged 
in luxury, who has run over and ex- 
hausted all common objects. Those, 
whom prejudice contemplates as the 
most unhappy of men, frequently enjoy 
advantages more real and much greater 
those who oppress them, who despise 
them, but who are nevertheless often 
reduced to the misery of envying them. 
Limited desires are a real benefit : the 
man of meaner condition, in his hum- 
ble fortune, desires only bread: he 
obtains it by the sweat of nis brow ; he 
would eat it with pleasure if injustice 
did not almost always render it bitter to 
him. By the delirium of governments, 
ihose who roll in abundance, without 
for that reason being more happy, dis- 
pute with the cultivator even the fruits 
which the earth yields to the labour of 
his hands. Princes sacrifice their true 
happiness, as well as that of their states, 
to these passions, to those caprices, 
which discourage the people, which 
plunge their provinces in misery, which 
make millions unhappy without any 
advantage to themselves. Tyrants 
oblige their subjects to curse their ex- 
istence, to abandon labour, and take 
from them the courage of propagating 



a progeny who would be as unhappy aa 
their fathers : the excess of oppression 
sometimes obliges them to revolt and 
to avenge themselves by wicked out- 
rages of the injustice it nas heaped on 
their devoted heads. Injustice, by re- 
ducing indigence to despair, obliges it 
to seek in crime resources against its 
misery. An unjust government pro- 
duces discouragement; its vexations 
depopulate a country ; the earth re- 
mains without culture ; from thence is 
bred frightful famine, which gives birth 
to contagion and plague. The misery 
of a people produce revolutions : soured 
by misfortunes their minds get into a 
state of fermentation, and the overthrow 
of an empire is the necessary effect. It 
is thus that physics and morals are al- 
ways connected, or rather are the same 
thing. 

If the bad morals of chiefs do not al- 
ways produce such marked effects, at 
least they generate slothfulness, of 
which the effect is to fill society with 
mendicants and malefactors, whose vi- 
cious course neither religion nor the 
terrour of the laws can arrest ; which 
nothing can induce to remain the un- 
happy spectators of a welfare they are 
not permitted to participate. They 
seek a fleeting happiness at the ex- 
pense even of their lives, when injus- 
tice has shut up to them the road of la- 
bour and industry, which would have 
rendered them both useful and honest. 

Let it not then be said, that no gov- 
ernment can render all its subjects hap- 
py : without doubt it cannot flatter it- 
self with contenting the capricious 
humours of some idle citizens, who are 
obliged to rack their imagination to ap- 
pease the disgust arising from lassi- 
tude : but it can, and it ought to occupy 
itself with ministering to the real wants 
of the multitude. A society enjoys all 
the happiness of which it is susceptible, 
whenever the greater number of its 
members are wholesomely fed, decently 
clothed, comfortably lodged; in short, 
when they can without an excess of 
toil beyond their strength procure 
wherewith to satisfy those wants which 
nature has made necessary to their ex- 
istence. Their minds rest contented 
as soon as they are convinced no power 
can ravish from them the fruits of their 
industry, and that they labour for them- 
selves. By a consequence of humaji 
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fTolly, whole nations are obliged to toil 
incessantly, to waste their strens^th, to 
sweat under their burdens, to drench 
the earth with their tears, in order to 
maintain the luxury, to gratify the 
whims, to support the corruption of a 
small number of irrational beings, of 
some few useless men, to whom happi- 
ness has become impossible, because 
their bewildered imagmations no longer 
jlmow any bounds. It is thus that re- 
ligious and political errours have chang- 
ed the fair face of nature into a valley 
of tears. 

For want of consulting reason, for 
want of knowing the value of virtue, 
for want of being instructed in their 
true interests, for want of being ac- 
quainted with what constitutes solid 
and real felicity, the prince and the peo- 
ple, the rich and the poor, the great and 
the little, are unquestionably frequently 
very far removed from content ; never- 
theless if an impartial eye be glanced 
over the human race, it will be found 
to comprise a greater number of bene- 
fits than of evils. No man is entirely 
happy, but he is so in detail. Those 
who make the most bitter complaints 
of the rigour of their fate, are, however, 
held in existence by threads frequently 
imperceptible, which prevent the desire 
of quitting it. In short, habit lightens 
to man the burden of his troubles; 
grief suspended becomes true enjoy- 
ment ; every want is a pleasure in the 
moment when it is satisfied ; freedom 
from chagrin, the absence of disease, is 
a happy state which he enjoys secretly 
and without even perceiving it ; hope, 
which rarely abandons him entirely, 
helps him to support the most cruel dis- 
asters. The prisoner laughs in his 
irons ; the wearied villager returns sing- 
ing to his cottage ; in short, the man 
who calls himself the most unfortunate, 
never sees death approach without dis- 
niay, at least if despair has not totally 
disfigured nature in his eyes.* 

As lon^ as man desires the continua- 
tion of his being, he has no right to call 
himself completely unhappy ; whilst 
hope sustains him, he still enjoys a 
great benefit. If man was more just in 
rendering to himself an account of his 
pleasures and of his pains, he would 



* See what has been said on suicide in 
cha.Dtp.r riv. 



acknowledge that the sum of the Br$l 
exceeds by much the amount of the 
last ; he would perceive that he keeps 
a very exact leger of the evil, but a 
very unfaithful journal of the good : in- 
deed he would avow, that Ihere are 
but few days entirely unhappy during 
the whole course of his existence. His 
periodical wants procure for him the 
pleasure of satisfying them: his mind 
IS perpetually moved by a thousand 
objects, of which the variety, the mul- 
tiplicity, the novelty, rejoices him, sus- 
pends his sorrows, diverts his chagrin. 
His physical evils, are they violent? 
They are not of long duration ; they 
conduot him quickly to his end : the 
sorrows of his mind conduct him to it 
equally. At the same time that nature 
refuses him every happiness, she opens 
to him a door by which he quits life : 
does he refuse to enter it ? it is that he 
yet finds pleasure in existence. Are 
nations reduced to despair ? Are they 
completely miserable ? They have re- 
course to arms ; and, at the risk of per- 
ishing, they make the most violent ef- 
forts to terminate their sufiferings. 

ThuSj as he sees so many of his fel- 
lows clmg to life, man ought to con- 
clude they aie not so unhappy as he 
thinks. Then let him not exaggerate 
the evils of the human race ; let him 
impose silence on that gloomy humour, 
tl\at persuades him these evils are with- 
out remedy; let him diminish by de- 
grees the number of his errours, and 
his calamities will vanish in the same 
proportion. He is not to conclude him- 
self infelicitous, because his heart nev- 
er ceases to form new desires. Since 
his body daily requires nourishment, let 
him inter that it is sound, that it fulfils 
its functions. As long as he has de- 
sires, the proper deduction ought to be, 
that his mind is kept in the necessary 
activity ; he should also gather from all 
this that passions are essential to him, 
that they constitute the happiness of a be- 
ing who feels, who thinks, who receives 
ideas, who must necessarily love and 
desire that which promises him a mode 
of existence analogous to his natural 
energies. As long as he exists, as long 
as the spring of his mind maintains its 
elasticity, this mind desires ; as long as 
it desires, he experiences the activity 
which is necessary to him ; as long as 
he acts, solontrhe lives. Human life 



REMEDIES FOR THE EVILS OP MAN. 



157 



may be compared to a river, of which 
the waters succeed each other, drive 
each other forward, and flow on with- 
out interruption ; these waters obliged 
to roll over an unequal bed, encoun- 
ter at intervals those obstacles which 
prevent their stagnation; they never 
cease to undulate, recoil, and to rush 
forward, until they are restored to the 
ocean oi nature. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

TJiose Ideas which are <7T*e, or ^founded wpon 
Nature, are the only Remediesfor the Evils 
of Man. — Recapitulation, — Conctusion of 
ffie First Part. 

Whenever man ceases to take expe- 
rience for his guide, he falls into er- 
rour. His errours become yet more 
dangerous and assume a more deter- 
mined inveteracy, when they are cloth- 
ed with the sanction of religion : it is 
then that he hardly ever consents to re- 
turn into the paths of truth ; he believes 
himself deeply interested in no longer 
seeing clearly that which lies before 
him ; he fancies he has an essential ad- 
vantage in no longer understanding 
himself, and that his happiness exacts 
that he should shut his eyes to truth. 
If the majority of moral philosophers 
have mistaken the human heart ; if 
they have deceived themselves upon its 
diseases and the remedies that are suit- 
able ; if the remedies they have admin- 
istered have been inefficacious or even 
dangerous, it is because they have aban- 
doned nature, have resisted experience, 
and have not had sufficient steadiness 
to consult their reason ; because, having 
renounced the evidence of their senses, 
Xhej have only followed the caprices ot 
an imagination either dazzled by enthu- 
siasm or disturbed by fear, and have 
preferred the illusions it has held forth 
to the realities of nature, who never de- 
ceives. 

It is for want of having felt, that an 
intelligent being cannot for an instant 
lose sight of his own peculiar conser- 
vation — of his particular interests, ei- 
ther real or fictitious — of his own wel- 
fare, whether permanent or transitory ; 
in short, of his happiness, either true 
or false ; it is for want of having con- 
sidered that desires and passions are 
essential and natural, that both the one 



and the other are motions necessary to 
the mind of man, that the physicians 
of the human mind have supposed su- 
pernatural causes for his wandermgs, 
and have only applied to his evils topi- 
cal remedies, either useless or danger- 
ous. Indeed, in desirino^ him to stifle \ 
his desires, to combat his propensities, ' 
to annihilate his passions, they have ■ 
done no more than give him steril pre- ? 
cepts, at once vague and impracticable ; 
these vain lessons have influenced no 
one ; they have at most restrained some 
few mortals, whom a quiet imagination 
but feebly solicited to evil ; the terrours 
with which they have accompanied 
them, have disturbed the tranquillity of 
those persons, who were moderate by 
their nature, without ever arresting the 
ungovernable temperament of those 
who were inebriated by their passions, 
or hurried along by the torrent of habit. 
In short, the promises of superstition, as 
well as the menaces it holds forth, have 
only formed fanatics and enthusiasts, 
who are either dangerous or useless to 
society, without ever making man truly 
virtuous, that is to say, useful to his 
fellow creatures. 

These empirics, guided by a blind 
routine, have not seen that man, as long 
as he exists, is obliged to feel, to desire, 
to have passions, and to satisfy them in 
proportion to the energy which his or- 
ganization has given him ; they have 
not perceived that education planted 
these desires in his heart, that habit 
rooted them, that his government, fre- 
quently vicious, corroborated their 
growth, that public opinion stamped 
them with its approbation, that experi- 
ence rendered them necessary, and that 
to tell men thus constituted to destroy 
their passions, was either to plunge 
them into despair, or else to order them 
remedies too revolting for their temper- 
ament. In the actual state of opulent 
societies^ to say to a man who knows 
by experience tnat riches procure every 
pleasure, that he must not desire them, 
that he must not make any efforts to ob- 
tain them, that he ought to detach him- 
self from them, is to persuade him to 
render himself miserable. To tell an 
ambitious man not to desire grandeur 
and power, which every thing conspires 
to point out to him as the height of fe- 
licity, is to order him to overturn at 
one blow the hab\l\]A.V ^-^^x^oi ^1 \!Ck* 
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ideas ; it is to speak to a deaf man. To of which it avails itself to whet the 

tell a loTer of an impetuous tempera- desires ofman^thepleasures, the riches, 

ment, to stifle his passioo for the ob- the grandeur, iduch his govenmient 

ject that enchants him, is to make him holds forth to him as so many seductive 

understand that he ought to renounce inagnets, the advantage which educa-' 

his happiness. To oppose religion to tion, the benefits, example, public opin- 

surh puissant interests, is to combat ion render dear to him, attract him on 

rcralitiesby chimerical speculations. oneside;whilstagloomy morality vain- 

Indfcd. if things were examined 1^ solicits him on the otner ; thus, reli- 

without prepossession, it would be gion plunges him into misery — ^holds a 

found that the greater part of the pre- violent stru^le with his heart, without 

ceptM inculcated by religion, or which ever gaining the victory ; when by ac- 

fanatical and supernatural morals give cident it does prevail against so many 

to man, are as ridiculous as they are united forces, it renders him unhappy 

imfK>ssible to be put into practice! To — it completely destroys the spring of 

intfrrdict passion to man, is to desire his mind. 

of hirn not to be a human creature ; to Passions are the true counterpoise , 

counsel an individual of violent ima- to passions; then, let him not seek to | 

gination to moderate his desires, is to destroy them, but let him endeavour 

adviso him to change his temperament to direct them; let him balance those ' / 

— to request his blood to flow more which are prejudicial, by those which 

sluggishly. To tell a man to renounce are useful to society. Reason, the fruit, 

his habits, is to be willing that a citi- of experience, is only the art of choos- 

zen, accustomed to clothe himself, ing those passions to which, for his 

should consent to walk quite naked ; it own peculiar happiness, he ought to 

would avail as much to desire him to listen. Education is the true art of 

change the lineament of his face, to disseminating, the proper method of. 

destroy his configuration, to extinguish cultivating advantageous passions in, " 

his imagination, to alter the course of the heart of man. Liegislation is the 

his fluicis, as to command him not to art of restraining dangerous passions, 

have passions analogous with his natu- and of exciting those which may be 

ral energ}', or to lay aside those which conducive to the public welfare. Reli- . 

habit and his circumstances have con- gion is only the art of planting and of 

verted into wants.* Such are, how- nourishing in the mind of man those 

ever, the so much boasted remedies chimeras, those illusions, those impos- 

which the greater number of moral tures, those incertitudes, from whence 

philosophers apply to human depravity, spring passions fatal to himself as well 

Is it then surprising they do not pro- as to others : it is only by bearing up 
duce the desired effect, or that they ' with fortitude a^inst these, that he 
only reduce man to a state of despair, \ can place himself on the road to hap- 
by the effervescence that results from i piness.f 

the continual conflict which they excite ; Reason and morals cannot effect 
between the passions of his heart, be- I any thing on mankind, if they do not 



tween his vices and his virtues, be- 
tween his habits and those chimerical 
fears with which superstition is at all 
times ready to overwhelm him ? The 
vices of society, aided by the objects 

* It is evident that these counsels, extrava- 
gant as they are, have been sugs;ested to man 
by all religions. The Indian, the Japanese, 
the Mahometan, the Christian, the Jew, each, 
according to his superstition, has made per- 
fection to consist in fasting mortification, ab- 
stinence fi^m the most rational pleasures, re- 
tirement fi^jm the busy world, and in labour- 
ing without ceasing to counteract nature. 
Among the Pagans tne priests of the Syrian 
Groddess were not more rational — their piety 
led them to mutilate themielvea. 



pomt out to each individual, that his 
true interest is attached to a conduct 
useful to others and beneficial to him- 
self; this conduct to be useful must 
conciliate for him the favour of those 
beings who are necessary to his happi- 

t To these we may add philosophy, which 
is the art of advocating truth, of renouncing 
erroiu', of contemplating reality, of drawing 
wisdom fh)m experience, of cultivating man's 
nature to his own felicity, by teaching him 
to contribute to ^that of his associates ; in 
short, it is reason, education, and legislation, 
united to further tne great end of human ex- 
istence, by causing me passions of man to 
flow in a current genial to his own happi- 
neoa. 
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uess: it is then for the interest of man- 
kind. for the happiness of the human 
I race, it is for the esteem of himself, for 
/ the love of his fellows, for the advan- 
I lages which ensue, that education in 
early life should kindle the imagina- 
tion of the citizen ; this is the true 
means of obtaining those happy results 
with which habit should familiarize 
him, which public opinion should ren- 
der dear to his heart, for which exam- 
ple ought continually to rouse his fa- 
culties. Grovernment, by the aid of 
recompenses^ ought to encourage him 
to follow this plan ; by visiting crime 
with punishment, it ought to deter 
those who are willing to interrupt it. 
Thiis the hope of a true welfare, the 
fear of real evil, will be passions suit- 
able to countervail those which, by 
their impetuosity, would injure society ; 
these last will at least become very 
rare, if instead of feeding man's mind 
with unintelligible speculations, in lieu 
of vibrating on his ears words void of 
sense, he is only spoken to of realities, 
only shown those interests which are 
in unison with truth. 

Man IS frequently so wicked, only 
• because he almost always feels him- 
'. self interested in being so ; let him be 
"more enlightened and more happy, and 
he will necessarily become better. An 
equitable government, a vigilant ad- 
ministration will presently fill the state 
with honest citizens ; it will hold forth 
to them present reasons, real and pal- 
pable, to be virtuous ; it will instruct 
them in their duties; it will foster 
them with its cares ; it will allure them 
by the assurance of their own pecuHar 
happiness ; its promises and its mena- 
ces faithfully executed, will, unques- 
tionably, have nuch more weight than 
those ot supsfstition, which never ex- 
hibits to their view other than illusory 
benefits, fallacious punishments, which 
the man hardened in wickedness will 
doubt every time he finds an interest in 
questioning them ; present motives will 
tell more home to his heart, than those 
which, are distant and at best uncer- 
tain.' The vicious and the wicked are 
so common upon the earth, so pertina- 
cious in their evil courses, so attached 
to their irregularities, only because 
there are but few governments that 
make man feel the advantage of being 
just, honest, and benevolent; on the 



contrary, there is hardlv any place 
where the most powerful interests do 
not solicit him to crime by favouring 
the propensities of a vicious organiza- 
tioUj wnich nothing has attempted to 
rectify or lead towards virtue.* A sav- 
age, who in his horde, knows not the 
value of money, certainly would not 
commit a crime ; if transplanted into 
civilized society, he will presently learn 
to desire it, will make efforts to obtain 
it, and, if he can without danger, finish 
by stealing it, above all if he had not 
been taught to respect the propertv of 
the beings who environ him. the 
savage and the child are precisely in 
the same state ; it is the negligence of 
society, of those intrusted with their 
education, that render both the one 
and the other wicked. The son of a 
noble, from his infancy learns to desire 
power, at a riper age hie becomes ambi- 
tious ; if he has the address to insinu- 
ate himself into favour, he becomes 
wicked, and he may be so with impu- 
nity. It is not therefore nature that 
makes man wicked, they are his in- 
stitutions which determine him to 
vice. The infant brought up amongst 
robbers, can generally become no- 
thing but a malefactor; if he had 
been reared with honest people, the 
chance is he would have been a virtu- 
ous man. 

If the source be traced of that pro- 
found ignorance in which man is with 
respect to his morals, to the motives 
that can give volition to his will, it will 
be found in those false ideas which the 
greater number of speculators have 
formed to themselves of human nature. 
The science of morals has become an 
enigma, which it is impossible to un- 
ravel, because man has made himself 
double, has distinguished his mind 
from his body, supposed it of a nature 
different from all known beings, with 
modes of action, with properties dis- 
tinct from all other bodies ; because he 
has emancipated this mind from phys- 
ical laws, in order to submit it to capri- 
cious laws derived from imaginary re- 
gions. Metaphysicians, seized upon 
these gratuitous suppositions, and by 
dint of subtilizing them, have rendered 



* Saliust says. Nemo gratuito malus est 
We can say in ttie same manner. Nemo gra- 
tuito bonus ost 
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them completely unintelligible. These 
moralists have not perceived, that mo- 
tion is essential to the mind as well as 
to the living body ; that both the one 
and the other are never moved but by 
material, by physical objects ; that the 
wants of each regenerate themselves 
unceasingly; that the wants of the 
mind, as well as those of the body, are 
purely physical ; that the most inti- 
mate, the most constant connexion 
subsists between the mind and the 
body, or rather they have been unwil- 
ling to allow, that they are only the 
same thing considered under different 
points of view. Obstinate in their 
supernatural or unintelligible opinions, 
they have refused to open their eyes, 
which would have convinced them, 
that the body in suffering rendered the 
mind miserable ; that the mind afflict- 
ed undermined the body and brought it 
to decay ; that both the pleasures and 
agonies of the mind, have an influence 
over the body^ either plunge it into 
sloth or give it activity: they have 
rather chosen to believe, that the mind 
draws its thoughts, whether pleasant 
or gloomy, from its own peculiar sour- 
ces ; while the fact is, that it derives 
its ideas only from material objects, 
that strike on the physical organs ; that 
it is neither determined to gayety nor 
led on to sorrow, but by the actual 
state, whether permanent or transitory, 
in which the fluids and solids of the 
body are found. In short, they have 
been loath to acknowledge, that the 
mind, purely passive, undergoes the 
same changes which the body experi- 
ences ; that it is only moved by its in- 
tervention, acts only by its assistance, 
receives its sensations, its perceptions, 
forms its ideas, derives either its happi- 
ness, or its mi'-'^ry, from physical ob- 
jects, through the medium of the or- 
gans of which the body is composed, 
Frequently without its own cognizance, 
and often in despite of itself. 

By a consequence of these opinions, 
connected with marvellous systems, or 
systems invented to justify them, they 
have suppost d the human mind to be 
a free agent ; that is to say that it has 
the faculty of moving itself — that it 
enjoys the privilege of acting indepen- 
dent of the impulse received from ex- 
terior objects through the organs of the 
body; that regardless of the.«*e impul- 



sions, it can even resist them, and fol< 
low its own direction by its own ener- 
gies ; that it is not only different in its 
nature from all other beings, but has 
also a separate mode of action ; in oth- 
er words, that it is an isolated point, 
which is not submitted to that uninter- 
rupted chain of motion, which bodies 
communicate to each other in nature 
whose parts are always in action. — 
Smitten with their sublime notions, 
these speculators were not aware, that 
in thus distinguishing the soul or mind, 
from the body and from all known be- 
ings, they rendered it an impossibility 
to form any true idea of it ; they were 
unwilling to perceive the perfect anal- 
ogy which is found between the man- 
ner of the mind's action, and that by 
which the body is affected ; they shut 
their eyes to the necessary and contin- 
ual correspondence which is found be- 
tween the mind and the body ; they 
would not see that like the body it is 
subjected to the motion of attraction 
and repulsion, which is ascribable to 
qualities inherent in those physical 
substances which give play to the or- 
gans of the body ; that the volition of 
its will, the activity of its passions, 
the continual regeneration of its de- 
sires, are never more than consequences 
of that activity which is produced on 
the body by material objects which are 
not under its controul, and that these 
objects render it either happy or miser- 
able, active or languishing, contented 
or discontented, in despite of itself and 
of all the efforts it is capable of making 
to render it otherwise : they have rath- 
er chosen to seek in the heavens for 
fictitious powers to set it in motion; 
they have held forth to man only ima- 
ginary interests : under the pretext of 
Erocuring for him an ideal happiness, 
e has been prevented from labouring 
to his true felicity, which has been stu- 
diously withheld from his knowledge : 
his regards have been fixed upon the 
heavens, that he might lose sight of the 
earth : truth has been concealed from 
him, and it has been pretended he 
would be rendered happy by dint of ter- 
rours, by means of phantoms, and of 
chimeras. In short, hoodwinked and 
blind, he was only ffuided through the 
flexuous paths of life by men as blind 
as himself, where both the one and the 
other were lost in the ma^^ 



REMEDIES FOR THE EVILS OF MAN. 



161 



From every thing which has been 
'liitherto said, it evidentlY results that 
all the errours of man^nd, of what- 
ever nature they may be, arise from 
man's having renounced reason, quit- 
ted experience, and refused the evi- 
dence of his senses, that he might be 
j [guided, by imagination, frequently de- 
; ceitful, and by authority, always suspi- 
' cious. Man will ever mistake his true 
happiness, as long as he neglects to 
, study nature, to investigate her immu- 
table laws, to seek in her alone the 
remedies for those evils which are the 
consequence of his present errours: 
he will be an enigma to himself, as 
long as he shall believe himself double, 
and that he is moved by an inconceiv- 
able power, of the laws and nature of 
which he is ignorant. His intellectual 
as well as his moral faculties will re- 
main unintelligible to him if he does 
not contemplate them with the same 
eyes as he does his corporeal qualities, 
and does not view them as submitted 
in every thing to the same regulations. 
The system of his pretended free 
agency is without support ; experience 
contradicts it every instant, and proves 
that he never ceases to be under the 
influence of necessity in all his ac- 
tions ; this truth, far from being dan- 
gerous to man, far from being destruc- 
tive of his morals, furnishes him with 
their true basis, by making him feel 
the necessity of^ those relations which 
subsist between sensible beings united 
in society, who have congregated with 
a view of uniting their common efforts 
for their reciprocal felicity. From the 
necessity of these relations, spring the 
necessity of his duties ; these point out 
to him the sentiments of love which 
he should accord to virtuous conduct, 
or that aversion he should have for 
what is vicious. From hence the true 
foundation of moral obligation, will 
be obvious, which is only the necessity 
of taking means to obtain the end man 
proposes to himself by uniting in so- 
ciety, in which each individual for his 
own peculiar interest, his own particu- 
lar happiness, his own personal secu- 
rity, is obliged to display and to hold a 
conduct suitable to the preservation of 
the community, and to contribute by 
his actions to the happiness of the 
whole. In a word, it is upon the ne- 
cessary action and reaction of the hu- 
No. ¥1—21 



man will, upon the necessary attrac- 
tion and repulsion of man's mlLd, that 
all his morals are bottomed: it is the 
unison of his will, the concert of hit 
actions, that maintain society: it is 
rendered miserable by his discordance ; 
it is dissolved by his want of union. 

From what has been said it may be 
concluded, that the names under which 
man has designated the concealed 
causes acting in nature, and their vari- 
ous effects, are never more than neces- 
sity considered under different points 
of view. It will be found, that what 
he calls order, is a necessary conse- 
quence of causes and effects, of which 
he seesj or believes he sees, the entire 
connexion, the complete routine, and 
which pleases him as a whole when 
he finds it conformable to his existence. 
In like manner it will be seen that 
what he calls confusion, is a conse- 
quence of like necessary causes and 
effects, which he thinks unfavourable 
to himself, or but little suitable to his 
being. He has designated by the 
name of intelligence, tnose necessary 
causes that necessarily operate the 
chain of events which he comprises 
under the term order. He has called 
divinity, those necessary but invisible 
causes which give play to nature, in 
which every thing acts according to 
immutable and necessary laws: des- 
tiny or fatality, the necessary connex- 
ion of those unknown causes and ef- 
fects which he beholds in the world : 
chance, those effects which he is not 
able to foresee, or of which he ignores 
the necessary connexion with their 
causes. Finally, intellectual a.nd mo- 
ral faculties, those effects and those 
modifications necessary to an organiz- 
ed being, whom he has supposed to be 
moved by an inconceivable agent, that 
he has believed distinguished from his 
body, of a nature totally different from 
it, and which he has designated by the 
word soul In consequence, he has 
believed tnis agent immortal, and not 
dissoluble like the body. 

It has been shown that the marvel- 
lous doctrine of another life, is founded 
upon gratuitous suppositions, contra- 
dicted by reflection. It has been prov- 
ed, that the hypothesis is not only use- 
less to man's morals, but again, that it 
is calculated to palsy his exertions, to 
divert him from actwebj ^\XT3Wxs!k%* 
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true road to his own happiness, to fill 
him with romantic caprices, ana to in- 
ebriate him with opinions prejudicial 
to his tranquillity ; in shorty to lull to 
slumber the vigilance of legislators, by 
dispensing them from giving to educa- 
tion, to the institutions, to the laws of 
society, all that attention which it is the 
duty and for his interest they should 
bestow. It must have been felt^ that 
politics has unaccountably rested itself 
upon opinions little capable of satisfy- 
ing those passions which every thing 
conspires to kindle in the heart of man, 
who ceases to view the future, while 
the present seduces and hurries him 
along. It has been shown, that con- 
tempt of death is an advanta^feous sen- 
timent, calculated to inspire man's 
mind with courage to undertake that 
which may be truly useful to society. 
In short, trom what has preceded, it 
will be obvious what is competent to 
conduct man to happiness, and also 
what are the obstacles that errour op- 
poses to his felicity. 

Let us not then be accused of demo- 
lishing without rebuilding, with com- 
bating errour without substituting truth, 
with sapping at one and the same time 
the foundations of religion and of sound 
morals. The last is necessary to man ; 
it is founded upon his nature ; its du- 
ties are certain, they must last as long 
as the human race remains ; it imposes 
obligations on him, because, without 
it, neither individuals nor society could 
be able to subsist, either obtain or en- 

i'oy those advantages which nature ob- 
iges them to desire. 

Listen then, O man ! to those morals 
which are established upon experience 
and upon the necessity of things ; do 
not lend thine ear to those superstitions 
founded upon reveries, imposture, and 
the capricious whims of a disordered 
imagination. Follow the lessons of 
those humane and gentle morals, which 
conduct man to virtue by the path of 
happiness : turn a deaf ear to the ineffi- 
cacious cries of religion which ren- 
ders man really unhappy ; which can 
never make him reverence virtue, which 
it paints in hideous and hateful colours ; 
in short, let him see if reason, without 
the assistance of a rival who prohibits 
its use, will not more surely conduct 
bim towards that great end which is 
the object and tendency of all his views. 



Indeed, what benefit has the human 
race hitherto drawn from those sublime 
and supernatural notions, with which 
theology has fed mortals during so 
many ages ? All those phantoms con- 
jurea up by ignorance and imagination ; 
all those hypotheses, as subtile as they 
are irrational, from which experience 
is banished ; all those words devoid of 
meaning with which langiia^es are 
crowded; all those fantastical hopes 
and panic terrours, which have been 
brought to operate on the will of man, 
have they rendered man better, more 
enlightened to his duties, more faithful 
in their performance? Have those 
marvellous systems, or those sophis- 
tical inventions by which they have 
been supported, carried conviction to 
his mind, reason into his conduct, vir- 
tue into his heart? Alas! all these 
things have done nothing more than 
plunge the human understanding into 
that darkness, from which it is dimcult 
to be withdrawn ; sown in man's heart 
the most dangerous errours, of which 
it is scarcely possible to divest him ; 
given birth to those fatal passions, in 
which may be found the true source of 
those evils with which his species is 
afflicted. 

Cease then, O mortal ! to let thyself 
be disturbed with phantoms, which 
thine own imagination or imposture 
hath created. Renounce thy vague 
hopes; disengage thyself from thine 
overwhelming fears, follow without in- 
quietude the necessary routine which 
nature has marked out for thee ; strew 
the road with flowers if thy destiny 
permits ; remove, if thou art able, the 
thorns scattered over it. Do not at- 
tempt to plunge thy views into an im- 
penetrable futurity ; its obscurity ought 
to be sufficient to prove to thee that it 
is either useless or dangerous to fa- 
thom. Only think then, of making 
thyself happy in that existence which 
is known to thee. If thou wouldst 
preserve thyself, be temperate, mode- 
rate, and reasonable : if thou seekest \ 
to render thy existence durable, be not 1 
prodigal of pleasure. Abstain from • 
every thing that can be hurtful to 
thyself, or to others. Be truly in- 
telligent ; that is to say, learn to es- 
teem thyself, to preserve thy being, to 
fulfil that end which at eacn moment 
thou proposest to thv ''rtu- 
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ous, tu the end that thou mayest ren- 
der thyself solidly happy, that thou 
mayest enjoy the affections, secure the 
esteem, partake of the assistance of 
those heings whom nature has made 
necessary to thine own peculiar feli- 
city. Even when they snould be un- 
just, render thyself worthy of thine 
own love and applause, and thou shalt 
live content, thy serenity shall not be 
disturbed : tne end of thy career s^all 
not slander a life which will be ex- 
empted from remorse. Death will be 
to thee the door to a new existence, a 
new order in which thou wilt be sub- 
mitted, as thou art at present, to the 
eternal laws of fate, which ordains, 
that to live happy here below, thou 
must make others happy. Suffer thy- 
self, then, to be drawn gently along 
thy journey, until thou shalt sleep 
peaceably on that bosom which has 
given thee birth. 

For thou, wicked unfortunate! who 
art found in continual contradiction 
with thyself; thou whose disorderly 
machine can neither accord with thine 
own peculiar nature, nor with that of 
thine associates; whatever may be 
thy crimes, whatever may be thy fears 
of punishment in another life, thou art 
at least already cruelly punished in 
this ? Do not thy follies, thy shame- 
ful habits, thy debaucheries, damage 
thine health ? Dost thou not linger out 
life in disgust, fatigued with thine own 
excesses 7 Does not listlessness, pun- 
ish thee for thy satiated passions? 
Has. not thy vigour, thy gayely, already 
yielded to feebleness, to infirmities, and 
to regret 1 Do not thy vices eveiy day 
dig thy grave? Every time thou hast 
stained thyself with crime, hast thou 
dared without horrour to return into thy- 
self? Hast thou not found remorse, 
terrour, shame, established in thine 
heart? Hast thou not dreaded the 
scrutiny of thy fellow man? Hast 
thou not trembled when alone, that 
truth, so terrible for thee, should unveil 
thy dark transgressions^ throw into 
light thine enormous iniquities ? Do 
not then any longer fear to part with 
thine existence, it will at least put an 
end to those richly merited torments 
thou hast inflicted on thyself; death, 
in delivering the earth from an incom- 
modious burden, will also deliver thee 
\ from thy most cruel enemy, thyself. 
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T7u Origin of Man* 8 Ideag upon the Divinity, 

If man possessed the courage to 
recur to the source of those opinions 
which are most deeply engraven on his 
brain ; if he rendered to himself a faith- 
ful account of the reasons which make 
him hold these opinions as sacred ; if he 
coolly examined the basis of his hopes, 
the foundation of his fears, he would 
find that it very frequently happens, 
those objects, or those ideas which 
move him most powerfully, either have 
no real existence, are words devoid of 
meaning, or phantoms engendered by 
a disordered imagination, modified by 
ignorance. Distracted by contending 
passions, which prevent him from either 
reasoning Justly, or consulting expe- 
rience in his judgment, his intellectual 
faculties are thrown into confusion, his 
ideas bewildered. 

A sensible being placed in a nature 
where every part is in motion, has va- 
rious feelings, in consequence of either 
the agreeable or disagreeable effects 
which he is obliged to experience ; in 
consequence he either finds himself 
happy or miserable ; and, according to 
the quality of the sensations excited 
in him, he will love or fear, seek after 
or fly from, the real or supposed causes 
of such marked effects operated on his 
machine. But if lie is ignorant or des- 
titute of experience, he will frequently 
deceive himself as to these causes; 
and he will neither have a true know- 
ledge of their energy, nor a clear idea 
of their mode of acting : thus until re- 
iterated experience shall have formed 
his judgment, he will be involved in 
trouble and incertitude. 

Man is a being who brings with him 
nothing into the world, save an apti- 
tude to feeling in a manner more or 
less lively according to his individual 
organization : he has no knowledge of 
any of the causes that act upon him : 
by degrees his faculty of feeling dis- 
covers to him their various qualities ; 
he learns to judge of them; time fa- 
miliarizes him with their properties; 
he attaches ideas to them, according to 
the manner in which they have affect- 
ed him ; and these ideas are correct or 
otherwise, in a ratio to the soundness 
of his organic structure^ and in ijro^cw- 
tion as t^eae ot^^aika ^\^ ^iotw^^x^ 
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afford him sure and reiterated experi- 
ence. 

The first movements of man are 
marked by his wants ; that is to say, 
the first impulse he receives is to con- 
serve his existence ; this he would not 
be able to maintain without the concur- 
rence of many analogous causes: these 
wants in a sensible bemg manifest 
themselves by a general languor, a 
sinking, a confusion m his machine, 
which gives him the dbnsciousness oi 
a painful sensation : this derangement 
suDsists and is augmented, until the 
cause suitable to remove it re-estab- 
lishes the harmony so necessary to the 
existence of the human frame. Want, 
therefore, is the first evil man experi- 
ences ; nevertheless it is requisite to 
the maintenance of his existence. — 
Was it not for this derangement of his 
body, which obliges him to furnish its 
remedy, he would not be warned of the 
necessity of preserving the existence 
he has received. Without wants man 
would be an insensible machine, simi- 
lar to a vegetable, and like it, he would 
be incapable of preserving himself or 
of using the means required to conserve 
his being. To his wants are to be as- 
cribed his passions, his desires, the ex- 
ercise of his corporeal and intellectual 
faculties : they are his wants that 
oblige him to think, to will, to act ; it is 
to Satisfy them, or rather to put an end 
to the painful sensations excited by 
their presence, that, according to his 
capacity, to the energies which are pe- 
culiar to himself, he exerts the activity 
of his bodily strength, or displays the ex- 
tensive powers of his mind. His wants 
being perpetual, he is obliged to labour 
without relaxation to procure objects 
CDmpetent to satisfy them. In a word, 
it is owing to his multiplied wants that 
man's energy is kept in a state of con- 
tinual activity: as soon as he ceases 
to have wants, he falls into inaction — 
becomes listless — declines into apathy 
— sinks into a languor that is incom- 
modious to his feelings or prejudicial 
to his existence : this lethargic state of 
weariness lasts until new wants rouse 
his dormant faculties, and destroy the 
sluggishness to which he had become 
a prey. 

From hence it will be obvious that 

eml is necessary to man ; without it he 

would neither he in a condition to 



know that which injures him, to avoid 
its presence, or to seek his own wel- 
fare : he would differ in nothing from 
insensible, unorganized beings, if those 
evanescent evils which he calls waiUs. 
did not oblige him to call forth his fac- 
ulties, to set his energies in motion, to 
cull experience, to compare objects, to 
discriminate them, to separate those 
which have the caf^bilities to injure 
him, from those which possess the 
means to benefit him. In short, with- 
out evil man would be ignorant of 
good ; he would be continually exposed 
to perish. He would resemble an in- 
fant, who, destitute of experience, runs 
the risk of meeting his destruction at 
every step he takes: he would be un- 
able to judge of any thing ; he would 
have no preference ; his will would be 
without volition, he would be destitute 
of passions, of desire : he would not 
revolt at the most disgusting objects; 
he would not strive to put them away; 
he would neither have stimuli to love, 
nor motives to fear any thing; he 
would be an insensible automaton — ^he 
would no longer be a man. 

If no evil had existed in this world, 
man would never have dreamt of the 
divinity. If nature had permitted him 
easily to satisfy all his regenerating 
wants, if she had given him none but 
agreeable sensations, his days would 
have uninterruptedly rolled on in one 
perpetual uniformity, and he would 
never have had motives to search after 
the unknown causes of things. To 
meditate is pain : therefore man, al- 
ways contented, would only have oc- 
cupied himself with satisfying his 
wants, with enjoying the present, with 
feeling the influence of objects that 
would unceasingly warn him of his 
existence in a mod^ that he must ne- 
cessarily approve ; nothing would alarm 
his heart ; every thing would be anal- 
ogous to his existence : he would nei- 
ther know fear, experience distrust, 
nor have inquietude for the future: 
these feelings can only be the conse- 
quence of some troublesome sensation, 
which must have anteriorly affected 
him, or which, by disturbing the har- 
mony of his mactiine, has interrupted 
the course of his happiness. 

Independent of those wants which 
in man renew themselves every in- 
stant, and which he " "-" finds it 
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impossible to satisfy, every individual 
experiences a multiplicity of evils; he 
suffers from the inclemency of the sea- 
sons, he pines in penury, he is infected 
with plague, he is scourged by war, he 
is the victim of famine, he is afiiicted 
with disease, he is the sport of a thou- 
sand accidents, &c. This is the rea- 
son why all men are fearful and dijSB- 
dent. The knowledge he has of pain 
alarms him upon all unknown causes, 
that is to say, upon all those of which 
he has not yet experienced the effect ; 
this experience made with precipita- 
tion, or if it be preferred, by instmct, 
places him on his guard against all 
those objects from the operation of 
which he is ignorant what conse- 
quences may result to himself. His 
inquietude and his fears keep pace with 
the extent of the disorder which these 
objects produce in him ; they are mea- 
sured by their rarity, that is to say, by 
the inexperience he has of them; by 
his natural sensibility, and by the ar- 
dour of his imagination. The more 
Ignorant man is, the less experience he 
has, the more he is susceptible of fear ; 
solitude, the obscurity of a forest, si- 
lence, and the darkness of night, the 
roaring of the wind, sudden, confused 
noises, are objects of terrour to all who 
are unaccustomed to these things. The 
uninlbrmed man is a child whom every 
/ thing astonishes ; but his alarms dis- 
- appear, or diminish^ in proportion as 
experience familiarizes him, more or 
less, with natural effects ; his fears cease 
entirely, as soon as he understands, or 
, believes he understands, the causes that 
<act, and when he knows how to avoid 
their effects. But if he cannot penetrate 
the causes which disturb him, or by 
whom he suffers, if he cannot find to 
what account to place the confusion he 
experiences, his inquietude augments ; 
his fears redouble ; his imagination leads 
him astray; it exaggerates his evil; 
paints in a disgrderly manner these un- 
known objects of his terrour ; then ma- 
king an analogy between them and those 
terrific objects with whom he is already 
acquainted, he suggests to himself the 
means he usually takes to mitigate 
their anger ; he employs similar mea- 
sures to soften the anger and to disarm 
the power of the concealed cause which 
1 gives birth to his inquietudes, and 
!• alarms his fears. It is thus his weak- 



ness, aided by ignorance, renders him 
superstitious. 

There are very few men, even in our 
own day, who have sufficiently studied 
nature, who are fully apprised of phys- 
ical causes, or witn the effects they 
must necessarily produce. This igno- 
rance, without doubt, was much greater 
in the more remote ages of the world, 
when the human mind, yet in its in- 
fancy, had not collected that experi- 
ence, and made those strides towards 
improvement, which distinguishes the 
present from the past. Savages dis- 
persed, knew the course of nature ei- 
ther very imperfectly or not at all ; soci- 
ety alone perfects numan knowledge : 
it requires not only multiplied but com- 
bined efforts to unravel the secrets of 
nature. This granted, all natural causes 
were mysteries to our wandering an- 
cestors ; the entire of nature was an 
enigma to them; all its phenomena 
were marvellous, every event inspired 
terrour to beings who were destitute 
of experience; almost every thing they 
saw must have appeared to them 
strange, unusual, contrary to their idea 
of the order of things. 

It cannot then furnish matter for sur- 
prise, if we behold men in the present 
day trembling at the sight of those ob- 
jects which have formerly filled their 
fathers with dismay. Eclipses, comets, 
meteors, were in ancient days, subjects 
of alarm to all the people of tne earth : 
these effects so natural in the eyes of 
the sound philosopher, who has by de- 
grees fathomed their true causes, have 
yet the right to alarm the most numer- 
ous and the least instructed part of 
modern nations. The -people of the 
present day, as well as their ignorant 
ancestors, find something marvellous 
and supernatural in all those objects 
to which their eyes are unaccustomed, 
or in all those unknown causes that 
act with a force of which their mind 
has no idea it is possible the known 
agents are capable. The ignorant see 
wonders, prodigies, miracles, in all 
those striking effects of which they are 
unable to render themselves a satisfac- 
tory account ; all the causes which 
produce them they think supernatural; 
this, however, really implies nothing 
more than that they are not familiar to 
them, or that they have not hitherto 
witnessed nat^ix^i ^evi\a^\^a^^ «tka\^ 
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was equal to the production of effects 
so astonishing as those with which 
their sight has been appalled. 

Besides the ordinary phenomena to 
which nations were witnesses without 
being competent to unravel the causes, 
they have, in times very remote from 
ours, experienced calamities, whether 
general or local, which filled them with 
the most cruel inquietude, and plunged 
them into an abyss of consternation. 
The traditions and annals of all na- 
tions, recall, even at this day, melan- 
choly events, physical disasters, dread- 
ful catastrophes, which had the effect 
of spreadinc^ universal terrour among 
our forefathers. But when history 
should be silent on these stupendous 
revolutions, would not our own reflec- 
tion on what passes under our eyes be 
sufficient to convince us, that all parts 
of our globe have been, and following 
the course of things, will necessarily 
be again violently agitated, overturn- 
ed, changed, overflowed, in a state of 
confla^ation? Vast continents have 
been mundated : seas breaking their 
limits have usurped the dominion of 
the earth ; at length, retiring, these wa- 
ters have left striking proofs of their 
presence, by the marine vestiges of 
shells, skeletons of sea-fish, &c. which 
the attentive observer meets with at 
every step in the bowels of those fer- 
tile countries we now inhabit. Sub- 
terraneous fires have opened to them- 
selves the most frightful volcanoes, 
whose craters frequently issue destruc- 
tion on every side. In short, the ele- 
ments unloosed, have, at various times, 
disputed among themselves the empire 
of our globe ; this exhibits evidence of 
the fact, by those vast heaps of wreck, 
those stupendous ruins spread over its 
surface. What, then, must have been 
the fears of mankind, who in those 
countries believed he beheld the entii-e 
of nature armed against his peace, and 
menacing with destruction his very 
abode ? What must have been the in- 
quietude of a people taken thus unpro- 
vided, who fancied they saw nature 
cruelly labouring to their annihilation? 
Who beheld a world ready to be dash- 
ed into atoms, the earth suddenly rent 
asunder, whose yawnmg chasni was 
the grave of large cities, whole pro- 
vinces, entire nations? What ideas 
must mortals^ thus overwhelmed with 



terrour, form to themselves of the irre- • 
sistible cause that could produce such 
extended effects ? Without doubt they 
did not attribute these wide-spreading 
calamities to nature; they could not 
suspect she was the author, the accom- 
plice of the confusion she herself expe- 
rienced; they did not see that these 
tremendous revolutions, these over- 
powering disorders, were the necessary 
result of her immutable laws, and that 
they contributed to the general order 
by which she subsists.* 

It was under these astounding cir- 
cumstances, that nations, not seeing 
on this mundane ball causes sufl&ciently 
powerful to operate the gigantic phe- 
nomena that filled their minds with 
dismay, carried their streaming and 
tremulous eyes towards heaven, where 
they supposed these unknown agents, 
whose unprovoked enmity destroyed 
their earthly felicity, could alone re- 
side. 

It was in the lap of ignorance, in the 
season of alarm and calamity, that 
mankind ever formed his first notions 
of the Divinity. From hence it is 
obvious that his ideas on this subject 
are to be suspected as false, and that 
they are always afflicting. Indeed, up- 
on whatever part of our sphere we cast 
our eyes, whether it be upon the frozen 
climates of the north, upon the parch- 
ing regions of the south, or under the 
more temperate zones, we every where 
behold the people when assailed by 
misfortunes, have either made to them- 
selves national Gods, or else have 
adopted those which have been given 
them by their conquerors ; before these 
beings, either of their own creation or 
adoption, they have tremblingly prostra- 
ted themselves in the hour of calamity. 
The idea of these powerful agents, was 
always associated with that of terrour ; 
their name was never pronounced with- 
out recalling to man's mind either his 
own particular calamities or those of 
his fathers : man trembles at this day, 
because his progenitors have trembled 

* In point of fact, there is nothing more 
surprising in the inundation of large portions 
of the earth, in the swallowing up an entire 
nation, in a volcanic conflagration, spreading 
destruction over whole provinces, than there 
is in a stone falling to the earth, or the death 
of a fly: each equally has its spring in tha 
necessity of tilings. 
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thousands of years ago. The thought 
of Gods always awakens in man the 
most afflicting ideas : if he recurred to 
the source of his actual fears, to the 
commencement of those melancholy 
impressions that stamp themselves in 
his mind when his name is pronounced, 
he would find it in the deluges, in the 
revolutions, in those extended disas- 
ters, that have at various times destroy- 
ed large portions of the human race, 
and overwhelmed with dismay those 
miserable beings who escaped the de- 
struction of the earth ; these, in trans- 
mitting to posterity the tradition of 
such afflicting events, have also trans- 
mitted to him their fears, and those 
gloomy ideas which their bewildered 
imaginations, coupled with their bar- 
barous ignorance of natural causes, 
had formed to them of the anger of their 
irritated Gods, to which their alarm 
falsely attributed these disasters.* 
If the Gods of nations had their birth 
' m the bosom of alarm, it was again in 
• that of despair that each individual 
formed the unknown power that he 
made exclusively for himself. Ignor- 
ant of physical causes, unpractised in 
their mode of action, unaccustomed to 
their effects, whenever he experienced 
any serious misfortune, or any grievous 
sensation, he was at a loss how to ac- 
count for it. The motion which in 
despite of himself was exqited in his 
machine, his diseases, his troubles, his 
passions, his inquietude, the painful al- 
terations his frame underwent without 
his being able to fathom the true caus- 
es, at length death, of which the as- 
pect is so formidable to a being strongly 

♦ An English author has very correctly re- 
marked that the universal deluge has been 
perhaps no less fatal to the morcQ than to the 
physical veorld, the human brain retsuninff to 
this day an impression of the shock it men 
received. See Philemon and Hydaspisy p. 
355. 

It is not at all probable that the deluge men- 
tioned in the sacred books of the Jews and 
Christians, was universal ; but there is every 
reason to believe that all parts of the eartn 
have at different times been inundated. This 
IS proved by the uniform tradition of every 
nation in the world, and also by the remains 
of marine bodies found in every country, im- 
bedded to greater or less depths. Yet it might 
be possible that a comet coming in contact 
with our globe, should have produced such a 
shock as to submerge at once whole conti- 
nents ! for this a miracle waf^ not necessary ! 



attached to existence, weie effects he 
looked upon as either supernatural, or 
else he conceived they were repugnant 
to his actual nature; he attributed 
them to some mighty cause, which 
maugre all his efforts^ disjjosed of him 
at each moment. His imagination, 
thus rendered desperate by his endur- 
ance of evils which he found inevi- 
table, formed to him those phantoms 
before whom he trembled from a con- 
sciousness of his own weakness. It 
was then he endeavoured by prostra- 
tion, by sacrifices, by prayers, to disarm 
the anger of these imaginary beings to 
which his trepidation had given birth \ 
whom he ignorantly imagined to be 
the cause of his misery, whom his 
fancy painted to him as endowed with 
the power of alleviating his sufferings: 
it was then, in the extremity of his 
grief, in the exarcerbation of his mind, 
weighed down witl;i misfortune, that 
unhappy man fashioned the phantom 
God. 

Man never judges of those objects 
of which he is ignorant but through 
the medium of those which come with- 
in his knowledge; thus man, taking 
himself for the model, ascribed will, 
intelligence, design, projects, passions ; 
in a word, qualities analogous to his own, 
to all those* unknown causes of which 
he experienced the action. As soon 
as a visible or supposed cause affects 
him in an agreeable manner, or in a 
mode favourable to his existence, he 
concludes it to be good, to be well in- 
tentioned towards him: on the con- 
trary, he judges all those to be bad in 
their nature, and to have the intention 
of injuring him, which cause him 
many painful sensations. He attrib- 
utes views, plans, a system of conduct 
like his own, to every thing which to 
his limited ideas appears of itself to 
produce connected effects, to act with 
regularity, to constantly operate in the 
same manner, that uniformly produces 
the same sensations in his own per- 
son. According to these notions, 
which he always borrows from himself, 
from his own peculiar mode of action, 
he either loves or fears those objects 
which have affected him : he in conse- 
quence approaches them with confi- 
dence or timidity ; seeks after them or 
flies from them in proportion as the 
feelings they have excited ^\^ ^^^'k^ 
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pleasant or painful. He presently ad- 
dresses them ; he invokes their aid ; 
prays to them for succour; conjures 
them to cease his afflictions; to for- 
bear tormenting him ; as he finds him- 
self sensible to presents, pleased with ! 
submission, he tries to win them to his | 
interests by humiliation, by sacrifices ; 
he exercis£s towards them the hospi- 
tality he himself loves ; he gives them 
an asylum ; he builds them a dwelling ; 
he furnishes them with all those things 
which he thinks will please them the 
most, because he himself places the 
highest value on them. These dispo- 
sitions enable us to account for the lor 
mation of tutelary Gods, which every 
man makes to himself in savage and 
unpolished nations. Thus we per- 
ceive that weak mortals, regard as the 
arbiters of their fate, as the dispensers 
of good and evil, animals, stones, un- 
formed inanimate substances, which 
they transform into Grods, whom they 
invest with intelligence, whom they 
clothe with desires, and to whom they 
give volition. 

Another disposition which serves to 
deceive the savage man, which will 
equally deceive those whom reason 
shall not enlighten on these subjects, 
is the fortuitous concurrence of certain 
effects, with causes which have not 
produced them, or the co-existence of 
these effects with certain causes which 
have not the slighest connexion with 
them. Thus the savage attributes 
bounty or the will to render him ser- 
vice, to any object whether animate or 
inanimate, such as a stone of a certain 
form, a rock, a mountain, a tree, a ser- 
pent, an owl, &c., if ever}' time he en- 
counters these objects in a certain posi- 
tion, it should so happen that he is 
more than ordinarily successful in 
hunting, that he should take an unu- 
sual quantity of fish, that he should be 
victorious in war, or that he should ! 
compass any enterprise whatever, that 
he may at that moment undertake. — 
The same savage will be quite as gra- 
tuitous in attaching malice or wicked- 
ness to either the same object in a dif- 1 
ferent position, or any others in a given 
posture, which may nave met his eyes 
on those days when he shall have suf- 
fered some grievous accident : incapa- 
ble of reasoning he connects these 
•ffects with causes that are entirely , 



due to physical causes, to necessary 
circumstances, over which neither him- 
self nor his omens have the least con- 
troul : nevertheless, he finds it much 
easier to attribute them to these ima- 
ginary causes, he therefore deifies 
them, endows them with passions, 
gives them design, intelligence, will, 
and invests them with supernatural 
powers. The savage in this is never^ 
more than an infant that is an^ry with ; y 
the object that displeases him, just like 
the dog who gnaws the stone by which 
he has been wounded, without recur- 
ring to the hand by which it was 
thrown. 

Such is the foundation of man's 
faith in either happy or unhappy 
omens : devoid of experience, he looks 
upon them as warnings given him by 
his ridiculous Grods, to whom he attri- 
butes the faculties of sagacity and fote- 
sight, of which he is himself deficient 
Ignorance, when involved in disaster, 
when immersed in trouble, believes a 
stone, a reptile, a bird, much better in- 
structed than himself. The slender 
observation of the ignorant only server 
to render him more superstitious ; he 
sees certain birds announce by their 
flight, by their cries, certain changets 
in the weather, such as cold, heat, 
rain, storms; he beholds at certain 
periods vapours arise from the bottom 
of some particular caverns ; there needs 
nothing further to impress upon him 
the belief, that these beings possess the 
knowledge of future events and enjoy 
the gifts of prophecy. 

If by degrees experience and reflec- 
tion arrive at undeceiving him with re- 
spect to the power, the intelligence, 
the virtues, actually residing in these 
objects ; if he at least supposes them 
put in activity by some secret, some 
hidden cause, whose instrutnents they 
are, to this concealed agent he ad- 
dresses himself; pays him his vows; 
implores his assistance; deprecates 
his wrath ; seeks to propitiate him to 
his interests ; is willing to soften his 
anger; and for this purpose he employs 
the same means of which he avails 
himself either to appease or gain over 
the beings of his own species. 

Societies in their origin, seeing them- 
selves frequently afflicted by nature, 
supposed that either the elements, or 
the concealed powers who regulated 



UPON THE DIVINITY. 168 

them, possessed a will, views, wants, by degrees each community (brmed a 

desires, similar to their own. From body of tenets to be observed by the 

hence, the sacrifices imagined to nou- citizens ; these were transmitted from 

rish them ; the libations poured out to race to race.f Such were the unform- 

them ; the steams, the incense to grat- ed, the precarious elements of which 

ify their olfactery nerves. They be- rude nations every where availed them- 

lieved these elements or their irritated selves to compose their religions : they 

movers were to be appeased like irri- were always a system of conduct in- 

tated man, by prayers^ by humiliation, vented by imagination, conceived in 

by presents. Their imagination was ignorance, to render the unknown pow- 

rjnsacked to discover the presents that ers, to whom they believed nature was 

would be most acceptable to these submitted, favourable to their views, 

mute beings who did not make known Thus some irascible, at the same time 

their inclinations. Thus some brought placable being, was always chosen for 

the fruits of the earth, others offered the basis of the adopted religion ; ii 

sheaves of com ; some strewed flow- was upon these puerile tenets, upon ' 1 

ers over their fanes; some decorated these absurd notions, that the priests h 

them with the most costly jewels ; founded their rights ; established their j 

some served them with meats ; others authority : erected temples, raised al- 

sacrificed lambs, heifers, bulls. As tars, loaded them with wealth, rested- ^ 

they appeared to be almost always irri- their dogmas. In short, it was 'from 

tated against man, they stained their such rude foundations that arose the 

altars with human gore, and made oh- structure of all religions ; under which 

lations of young children. At length, man trembled for thousands of years : 

such was their delirium, such the wild- and although these religions were ori- 

ness of their imaginations, that they ginally invented by savages, they still 

believed it impossible to appease with have the power of regulating the fate 

oblations from the earth the supposed of the most civilized nations. These 

agents of nature, who therefore requir- systems, so ruinous in their principles, 

ed the sacrifice, of a God! It was pre- have been variously modified by the 

sumed that an infinite being could not human mind, of which it is the essence 

be reconciled to the human race but to labour incessantly on unknown ob- 

by an infinite victim. jects ; it always commences by attach- 

The old men as having the most ex- mj; lo these a very first-rate impor- 
■perience,'were usually charged with tance, which it afterwards never dares 
' the conduct of these peace-offerings.* coolly to examine. 
These accompanied them with cere- — , 
monies, instituted rites, used precau- t Ai length it was deemed sacrilege even to 
tions, adopted formalities, retraced to doubt these pandects in any one particular; 
their fellow citizens the notions trans- he that ventured to reason upon them, was 
mitted to them by their forefathers ; looked upon as an enemy ^o J^JfJ^""?^^?* 
collected the observations made by ^^.^^j^em rve^^^^^^^ 
their ancestors ; repeated the tables ij[gg^ to which alone imagination had given 
. they had received. It is thus the sa- birtli. Not contented with adopting rituals, 
A cerdotal order was established ; thus with following the ceremonies invented by 
that public worship was established; ?iXsfan%thTto^^^^^^ 
particular creeds; whicTi the knaves who 

♦ The Greek word UfHT^vT, from whence regulated them, declared would mfalUbly win 
is derived the name priest, signifies an old man. them the favour of their tutelary Deities: 
Men have always felt respect for that which thus very often to conciliate theu- lavour, tne 
bore the character of antiquity, as they have victorious party immolated on the altars or 
always associated with it the idea of wisdom their Gods, the bodies of their unnappy cap- 
and consummate experience. It is probably tives ; and frequently they earned theu- savage 
in consequence of this prejudice that men, barbarity the length of exterminating wnoie 
when in doubt, generally prefer the authority nations, who happened to worsmp wds 
of antiquity and the decisions of their ances- different from their own: thus it irequenily 
tors to those of good sense and reason. This happened, that the friends ot the ^^^h when 
we see every day in matters appertaining to victorious, covered his altars wiin me man- 
religion, which is supposed to have been pure gled carcasses of the woramppere oiine etone 
and undefiled in its infancy, although this whom the fortune of war had piaceo in ineir 
idea is certainly without foundation. hands 

No. VI.— 22 
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Such was the fate of man's imagi- 
uation in the successive ideas which he 
either formed to himself, or which he 
received upon the divinity. The first 
theolo^ of man was grounded on fear, 
modelled by ignorance : either afflicted 
or benefited by the elements, he adored 
these elements themselves, and extend- 
ed his reverence to every material, 
coarse object; he afterwards rendered his 
homage to the agents he supposed pre- 
siding over these elements ; to powerful 
genii ; to inferior genii ; to heroes, or to 
men endowed with great qualities. By 
dint of reflection, he believed he simplifi- 
ed the thing in submitting the entire of 
nature to a single agent — to a sovereign 
intelligence — to a spirit — to auniver- 
sal soul, which put this nature and its 
parts in motion. In recurring from 
cause to cause, man finished by losing 
sight of every thing, and in this obscu- 
rity, in this dark aoyss, he placed his 
Qoa, and formed new chimeras which 
will afflict him until a knowledge of 
natural causes undeceives him with re- 
gard to those phantoms he had always 
so stupidly adored. 

If a faithful account was rendered 
of man's ideas upon the Divinity, he 
would be obliged to acknowledge, that 
the word God has only been used to 
express the concealed, remote, un- 
known causes of the efiects he witness- 
ed ; he uses this term only when the 
spring of natural and known causes 
ceases to be visible: as soon as he 
loses the thread of these causes, or as 
soon as his mind can no longer follow 
the chain, he solves the difficulty, ter- 
minates his research, by ascribing it to 
God ; thus giving a vague definition to 
an unknown cause, at which either his 
idleness, or his limited knowledge, 
obliges nim to stop. When, therefore, 
he ascribes to God the production 
of some phenomenon, of which his 
i^orance precludes him from unravel- 
ling the true cause, does he, in fact, do 
any thing more than substitute for the 
darkness of his own mind, a sound to 
which he has been accustomed to lis- 
ten with reverential awe ? Ignorance 
may be said to be the inheritance of 
the generality of men ; these attribute 
to the Divinity not only those uncom- 
mon effects that burst upon their senses 
w'th an astounding force, but also the 
most simple events the causes of 



which are the most easy to be known 
to whoever shall be willmg to meditate 
upon them.* In short, man has al- 
ways respected those unknown causes, 
those surprising effects which his igno- 
rance prevented him from fathoming. 

It remains, then, to inquire, if man 
can reasonably flatter himself with ob- 
taining a perfect knowledge of the 
power of nature ;t of the properties of 



* If there be a God, can it be possible we 
are acting rationally, eternally to make him 
the agent of our stupidity, of our sloth, of our 
want of iifformation on natural causes ? Do 
we, in fact, pay any kind of adoration to this 
being, by thus bringing him forth on every 
trifling occasion, to solve the difficulties igno- 
rance throws in our way ? Of whatever na- 
ture the Cause of causes may be, it is evident 
to the slightest reflection that it has been 
sedulous to conceal itself from our view; 
that it has rendered it impossible for us to 
have the least acquaintance with it, except 
through the medium of nature, which is un- 
(]uestionably competent to every thing: this 
is the rich banouet spread before man : he is 
invited to partake, with a welcome he has no 
right to dispute ; to enjoy therefore is to obey ; 
io be happy himself is to rnakt others hapjnf ; 
to make others happy is to be virtuous ; to be 
virtuous he must revert tnUh : to know v^iai 
truth isj he must examine wiOi cauHon^ scruU' 
nize "With severity^ every opinion he aclopts ; 
this granted, is it not insulting to a God to 
clothe him with our wayward passions ; to 
ascribe to him designs similar to our narrow 
view of things ; to give him our filthy desires ; 
to suppose he can be guided by our finite con- 
ceptions ; to bring him on a level with frail 
humanity, by investing him with our quali- 
ties, however much we may exaggerate them; 
to indulge an opinion that ne can either act or 
think as we do ; to imagine he caiy in any 
manner resemble such a feeble plaything, as 
is the greatest, the most distingniished man ? 
No ! it is to fall back into the depth of Cim- 
merian darkness. Let man therefore sit down 
cheerfully to the feast ; let him contentedly 
partake of what he finds ; but let him not 
worry his may-be^ Ood with his useless pny- 
ers : these supplications are, in fact, at once 
to sav, that with our limited experience, with 
our slender knowledge, we better understand 
what is suitable to our condition, what is con- 
venient to our welfare, than the Cause of aU 
causes who has left us in die hands of na- 
ture. 

t How manv discoveries m the creat sci- 
ence of natural philosophy has mankind pro- 
gressively made, which the ignorant prejudi- 
ces of our forefathers on their first announce- 
ment considered as impious, as displeasing to 
the Divinity, as heretical profanations, which 
could only be expiated by the sacrifice of the 
inquiring mdividual^ to whose labour dieirpos- 
tenty owes such an infinity of gratitude. Even 
in modem days we have seen a Socratet de> 
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the beings she contains ; of the effects 
which may result from their various 
combinations ? Do we know why the 
magnet attracts iron? Are we better 
acquainted with the cause of polar at- 
traction ? Are we in a condition to ex- 
plain the phenomena of light, electricity, 
elasticity ? Do we understand the me- 
chanism by which that modification of 
our brain, which we call volition, puts 
our arm or our legsKnto motion ? Can 
we render to ourselves an account of 
the manner in which our eyes behold 
objects, in which our ears receive 
sounds, in which our mind conceives 
ideas ? If then we are incapable of 
accounting for the most ordinary phe- 
nomena, which nature daily exhibits to 
us, by what chain of reasoning do we 
refuse to her the power of producing 
other effects equally incomprehensible 
to us ? Shall we be more instructed, 
when every time we behold an effect 
of which we are not in a capacity to de- 
velop the cause, we may idly say, 
this effect is produced by the power, by 
the will of God ? — that is to say, by 
an sigent of which we have no know- 
ledge whatever, and of which we are 
more ignorant than of natural causes. 
Does then, a sound, to which we can- 

stroyed, a Galileo condemned, whilst multi- 
tudes of other benefactors to mankind have 
been held in contempt by their uninformed 
contemporaries, for those very researches into 
nature which the present generation hold in the 
highest veneration. Whenever ignorant priests 
are permitted to guide the opinions of na- 
tionSy science can make but a very slender pro- 
cess: natural discoveries will be always neld 
mimical to the interest of bigoted religious men. 
It may, to the minds of mfatuat^ mortals, 
to the shallow comprehension of prejudiced 
beings, appear very pious to reply on every 
occasion, our God do this, our God do that ; 
but to the contemplative philosopher, to the 
man of reason, it will never be convincing 
that a sound, a mere word, can attach the 
reason of things ; can have more than a fixed 
sense ; can suffice to explain problems. The 
word God is used to denote tne impenetrable 
cause of those effects which astonish man- 
kind; which man is not competent to ex- 
plain. But is not this wilful idleness 7 Is it 
not inconsistent with our nature thus to give 
the answer of a child to ever5r thing we do 
not understand; or rather which our own 
sloth, or our own want of industrv has pre- 
vented us from knowing? Ought we not 
rather to redouble our efforts to penetrate the 
cause of those phenomena which strike our 
mind? When we have given this answer, 
what have we said? Notmng but what every 
one knows. 



not attach any fixed sense, suffice to 
explain problems ? Can the word Grod 
signifv any thing else but the impene- 
trable cause of those effects whicn we 
cannot explain ? 

When we shall be ingenuous with 
ourselves, we shall be obliged to agree 
that it was uniformly the ignorance in 
which our ancestors were involved, 
their want of knowledge of natural 
causes, their unenlightened ideas on 
the powers of nature, which gaVe birth 
to the Grods ; that it is, again, the im- 
possibility which the greater part of 
mankind find to withdraw themselves 
out of this ignorance, the difficulty they 
consequently find to form to them- 
selves simple ideas of the formation of 
things, the laboiir that is required to 
discpver the true sources of those events 
which they either admire or fear, that 
make them believe the idea of a God 
is necessary to enable them to render 
an account of those phenomena, the true 
cause of which they cannot discover. 
Here, without doubt, is the reason they 
treat all those as irrational who do not 
see the necessity of admitting an un- 
known agent, or some secret energy, 
which, for want of being acquainted 
with nature, they have placed out of 
herself. 

The phenomena of nature necessa- 
rily breed various sentiments in man : 
some he thinks favourable to him, some 
prejudicial ; some excite his love, his 
admiration, his gratitude 3 others fill 
him with trouble, cause aversion, drive 
him to despair. According to the va- 
rious sensations he experiences, he 
either loves or fears the causes to which 
he attributes the effects which produce 
in him these different passions : these 
sentiments are commensurate with the 
effects he experiences; his admiration 
is enhanced, his fears are augmented, 
in the same ratio as the phenomena 
which strike his senses are more or 
less extensive, more or less irresistible 
or interesting to him. Man necessa- 
rily makes himself the centrie of na- 
ture ; indeed he can only judge of 
things, as he is himself affected by 
them ; he can only love that which he 
thinks favourable to his being; he 
hates, he fears every thing which causes 
him to suffer: in short, as we have, 
seen, he calls confusion every thing 
that deranges the econom.^ o^ W xs^^- 
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chine, and he believes all is in order, 
as Qoon as he experiences nothing but 
what is suitable to his peculiar mode 
of existence. By a necessary conse- 
quence of these ideas, man firmly be- 
lieves that the entire of nature was 
made for him alone; that it was onlv 
himself which she had in view in all 
her works ; or rather that the powerful 
causes to which this nature was subor- 
dinate, had only for object man and 
his convenience, in all the effects which 
are produced in the universe. 

It there existed on this earth other 
thinking beings besides man, they 
would fall exactly into similar preju- 
dices with himself; it is a sentiment 

. founded upon that predilection which 
each individual necessarily has for 
himself; a predilection that will sub- 
sist until reason, aided by experience, 
shall have rectified his errours. 

Thus, whenever man is contented, 
whenever every thing is in order with 
respect to himself, he either admires 
or loves the cause to which he believes 
he is indebted for his welfare ; when 
he becomes discontented with his mode 
of existence, he either fears or hates 
the cause which he supposes has pro- 
duced these afilicting effects. But his 
welfare confounds itself with his exist- 
ence ; it ceases to make itself felt when 
it has become habitual and of long con- 
tinuance ; he then thinks it is inherent 
to his essence ; he concludes from it 
that he is formed to be always happy ; 
he finds it natural that every thin^ 
should concur to the maintenance of 
his being. It is by no means the same 
when he experiences a mode of exist- 
ence that is displeasing to himself: the 
man who suffers is quite astonished at 
the change which has taken place in 
his machine ; he judges it to be contrary 
to nature, because it is incommodious 
to his own particular nature ; he ima- 
gines those events by which he is 
wounded, to be contrary to the order 
of things ; he believes that nature is 
deranged every time she does not pro- 
cure for him that mode of feeling which 
is suitable to his ideas; and he con- 
cludes from these suppositions that 
nature, or the agent who moves her, is 
irritated against him. 

It IS thus that man. almost insensi- 
ble to good, feels evil in a very livelv 

manner; the first he believes natural, 



the other he thinks opposed to nature. 
He is either ignorant, or forgets, that 
he constitutes part of a whole, formed 
by the assemblage of substances, of 
which some are analogous, others hete- 
rogeneous ; that the various beings of 
which nature is composed, are endowed 
with a variety of properties, by virtue 
of which they act diversely on the 
bodies who find themselves within the 
sphere of their action; he does not 
perceive that these beings^ destitute of 
goodness, devoid of malice, act only 
according to their respective essences 
and the laws their properties impost 
upon them, without being in a capacity 
to act otherwise than they do. It is, 
therefore, for want of being acquainted 
with these things, that he looks upon 
the author of nature, as the cause of 
those evils to which ne is submitted, 
that he judges him to be wicked or 
exasperated against him. 

The fact is, man believes that his wel- 
fare is a debt due to him from nature ; 
that when he suffers evil she does him 
an injustice ; fully persuaded that this 
nature was made solely for himself, he 
cannot conceive she would make him 
suffer, if she was not moved thereto by 
a power who is inimical to his happi- 
ness — who has reasons for afllicting 
and punishing him. From hence it 
will be obvious, that evil, much more 
than good, is the true motive of those 
researches which man has made con- 
cerning the Divinity — of those ideas 
which he has formed of himself— -of the 
conduct he has held towards him. The 
admiration of the works of nature, or 
the acknowledgment of its goodness, 
would never alone have determined 
the human species to recur painfully 
by thought to the source of these 
things; familiarized at once with all 
those effects which are favourable ta 
his existence, he does not by any means 
give himself the same trouble to seek 
the causes, that he does to discover 
those which disquiet him, or by whick 
he is aflBicted. Thus, in reflecting up- 
on the Divinity, it was always upoc 
the cause of his evils that man medi 
tated; his meditations were fruillesf 
because the evils he experiences, a^ 
well as the good he partakes, are equals 
ly necessary effects of natural causes, 
to which his mind ought rather to have 
bent its force, than to have invented 
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fictitious causes of which he ftever 
could foim to himself any but false 
ideas, seeing that he always borrowed 
them from his own peculiar manner of 
existing, and feeling. Obstinately re- 
fusing to see any thmg but himself, he 
never became acquainted with that uni- 
versal nature of which he constitutes 
such a very feeble part. 

The slightest reflection, however, 
would have been sufficient to unde- 
ceive him on these erroneous ideas. 
Every thing tends to prove that good 
and evil are modes of existence that 
depend upon causes by which a man 
is moved, and that a sensible being is 
obliged to experience them. In a na- 
ture composed of a multitude of beings 
infinitely varied, the shock occasioned 
by the collision of discordant matter 
must necessarily disturb the order, de- 
range the mode of existence of those 
beings who have analogy with them : 
these act in every thing they do after 
certain laws ; the good or evil, there- 
fore, which man experiences, are ne- 
cessary consequences of the qualities 
inherent to the beings^ within whose 
sphere of action he is found. Our 
birth, which we call a benefit, is an 
effect as necessary as our death, which 
we contemplate as an injustice of fate : 
it is of the nature of all analogous beings 
to unite themselves to form a whole: it 
is of the nature of all compound beings 
to be destroyed, or to dissolve them- 
selves; some maintain their union for 
a longer period than others, and some 
disperse very quickly. Every being in 
dissolving itself gives birth to new 
beings ; these are destroyed in their 
turn, to execute eternally the immuta- 
ble laws of a nature that only exists 
by the continual changes that all its 
parts undergo. Thus nature cannot 
be accused of either goodness or malice, 
since every thing that takes place in it 
is necessary — is produced by an inva- 
riable system, to which every other 
being, as well as herself, is eternally 
subjected. The same igneous mat- 
ter that in man is the principle of life, 
frequently becomes the principle of his 
destruction, either by the connagration 
of a city, or the explosion of a volcano. 
The aqueous fluid that circulates 
through his machine, so essentially 
necessary to his actual existence, fre- 
quently becomes too abundant, and ter- 



minates him by suffocation, is the cause 
of those inundations which sometimes 
swallow up both the earth and its in- 
habitants. The air, without which he 
is not able to respire, is the cause of 
those hurricanes, of those tempests, 
which frequently render useless the 
labour of mortals. These elements are 
obliged to burst their bonds, when they 
are combined in a certain manner, and 
their necessary consequences are those 
ravages, those contagions, those fam- 
ines, those diseases, those various 
scourges, against which man, with 
streaming eyes and violent emotions, 
vainly implores the aid of those pow- 
ers who are deaf to his cries : his pray- 
ers are never granted but when the 
same necessity which afflicted him, the 
same immutable laws which over- 
whelmed him with trouble, replaces 
things in the order he finds suitable to 
his species : a relative order of things 
whicn was, is, and always will l)e, the 
only standard of his judgment. 

Man, however, made no such simple 
reflections; he did not perceive that 
every thing in nature acted by invari- 
able laws; he continued in contempla* 
ting the good of which he was parta- 
ker as a favour, and the evil he experi- 
enced, as a sign of anger in this na- 
ture, which he supposed to be anima- 
ted by the same passions as himself; 
or at least that it was governed by a 
secret agent who obliged it to execute 
their will, that was sometimes favour- 
able, sometimes inimical to the human 
species. It was to this supposed agent, 
with whom in the sunshine of his pros- 
perity he was but little occupied, that 
in the bosom of his calamity he ad- 
dressed his prayers ; he thanked him, 
however, for his favours, fearing lest 
his ingratitude might further provoke 
his fury : thus when assailed by disas- 
ter, when afflicted with disease, he in- 
voked him with fervour: he required 
him to change in his favour the mode 
of acting which was the very essence 
of beings ; he was willing that to make 
the slightest evil that he experienced 
cease, that the eternal chain of things 
might be broken or arrested. 

It was upon such ridiculous preten- 
sions, that were founded those fervent 
prayers, which mortals, almost always 
discontented with their fate, and never 
in accord ia tVie\x i^«^^^<v«^ ^ 
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addressed to the Diyinity. They were 
unceasingly prostrate before the ima- 
ginary power whom they judged had 
the rignt of commanding nature; — 
whom they supposed to have sufficient 
energy to aivert her course ; and whom 
they considered to possess the means 
to make her subservient to his particu- 
lar views; thus each hoped by pres- 
ents, by humiliation, to induce him to 
oblige this nature to satisfy the dis- 
cordant desires of their race. The 
sick man, expiring in his bed, asks that 
the humours accumulated in his body, 
should in an instant lose those proper- 
ties which render them injurious to his 
existence ; that, by an act of his puis- 
sance, his Grod should renew or recre- 
ate the springs of a machine worn out 
by infirmities. The cultivator of a low 
swampy country, makes complaint of 
the abundance of rain with which the 
fields are inundated ; whilst the inhabit- 
ant of the hill, raises his thanks for 
the favours he receives^ and solicits 
a continuance of that which causes the 
despair of his neighbour. In this, each 
is willing to have a God for himself, 
and asks according to his momentary 
caprices, to his fluctuating wants, that 
the invariable essence of things should 
be continually changed in his favour. 

From this it must be obvious, that 
man every moment asks a miracle to 
be wrought in his support. It is not, 
therefore, at all sui*prising that he dis- 
played such ready credulity, that he 
adopted with such facility the relation 
of tne marvellous deeds which were 
universally announced to him as the 
acts of the power, or the efl*ects of the 
benevolence of the Divinity, and as the 
most indubitable proof of nis empire 
over nature, in the expectation^ that if 
he could gain them over to his mterest, 
this nature, which he found so sullen, 
so little disposed to lend herself to his 
views, would then be controuled in his 
own favour.* 



♦ It was easy to perceive that nature was 
deafj or at least that it never interrupted its 
march ; therefore men deemed it their mterest 
to submit the entire of nature to an intelligent 
agent, whom, reasoning by analogy, tney 
supposed better dispos^ to listen to them 
than an insensible nature which they were 
not able to controul. Now it remains to be 
shown, whether the selfish interest of man is 
B proof Bu&cient of the existence of an agent I 



By a necessary consequence of these 
ideas, nature was despoiled of all pow- 
er; she was contemplated only as a 
passive instrument, who acted at the 
will, imder the influence of the numer- 
ous, all-powerful agents to whom she 
was subordinate. It was thus for want 
of contemplating nature under her true 
point of view, that man has mistaken 
ner entirely, that he believed her inca- 
pable of producing any thing by her- 
self; that he ascribed the honour of 
all those productions, whether advan- 
tageous or disadvantageous to the hu- 
man species, to fictitious powers, whom 
he always clothed with his own pecu- 
liar dispositions, only he aggrandized 
their force. In short it was upon the 
ruins of nature, that man erected the 
imaginary colossus of the Divinity. 

If the ignorance of nature gave birth 
to the Gods, the knowledge of nature 
is calculated to destroy them. As soon • 
as man becomes enligntened, his pow- 
ers augment, his resources increase iq 
a ratio with his knowledge ; the sci 
ences, the protecting arts, industrious : 
application, furnish him assistance; 
experience encourages his progress, or 
procures for him the means of resist- 
mg the efforts of many causes, which ' 
cease to alarm him as soon as he ob- 
tains a correct knowledge of them. In 
a word, his terrours dissipate in pro- 
portion as his mind becomes enlight- 
ened. Man, when instructed, ceases ' 
to be superstitious. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Of Mythology i and Theology, 

The elements of nature were, as we 
have shown, the first divinities of 
man; he has generally commenced 
with adoring material beings ; each in- 
dividual, as we have already said, and 
as may be still seen in savage nations, 
made to himself a particuwr Grod of 
some physical object, which he sup- 
posed to be the cause of those events 
in which he was himself interested; 
he never wandered to seek out of visi- 
ble nature the source either of what 
happened to himself, or of those phe- 

endowed with inlelbgence — whether, because 
a thing may be very convenient, it follows 
Uiat it is so! 
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••oinena tc ^nich he was a witness. As 
he every where saw only material ef- 
fects, he attributed them to causes of 
the same genus ; incapable in his in- 
fancy of those profound reveries, of 
those subti.e speculations, which are 
the result of leisure, he did not im- 
agine any cause distinguisned from 
the objects that met his sight, nor of 
any essence totally different from every 
thing he beheld. 

The observation of nature was the 
first study of those who had leisurp to 
meditate : they could not avoid oe ng 
struck with the phenomena of tke v s 
ble world. The rising and setting oi 
the sun, the periodical return oi tne 
seasons, the variations of the atmo- 
sphere, the fertility and sterility of the 
earth, the advantages of irrigation, the 
damages caused by floods, the use- 
ful effects of fire, the terrible conse- 
quences of conflagration, were proper 
and suitable objects to occupy their 
thoughts. It was natural for them to 
;nelieve that those beings they saw 
move of themselves, acted by their 
>wn peculiar energies; according as 
their influence over the inhabitants o^ 
the earth was either favourable or 
otherwise, they concluded them to have 
either the power to injure them, or the 
disposition to confer beinefits. Those 
who first acquired the knowledge of 
gaining the ascendency over man, then 
savage, wandering, unpolished, or dis- 
oersed in woods, with but little attach- 
ment to the soil, of which he had not 
yet learned to reap the advantage, were 
always more practised observers — in- 
dividuals more instructed in the ways 
of nature, than the people, or rather 
the scattered hordes, whom they found 
ignorant and destitute of experience. 
Their superior knowledge placed'them 
m a capacity to render them services — 
to discover to them useful inventions, 
which attracted the confidence of the 
unhappy beings to Avhom they came to 
offer an .a=jsisting hand ; savages who 
were naked, half famished, exposed to 
the injuries of the weather, and to the 
attacks of ferocious beasts, dispersed 
in caverns, scattered in forests, occu- 
pied with hunting, painfully labouring 
to procure themselves a very precarious 
■vifcsistence, had not sufficient leisure 
fomake discoveries calculated to facili- j 
iat« their labour, or to render it less in- i 
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cessant. These discoveries are gene- 
rally the fruit of society : isolated be- 
ings, detached families, hardly ever 
make any discoveries — scarcely ever 
think of making any. The savage is 
a being who lives in a perpetual state 
of infancy, who never reaches ma- 
turity unless some one comes to dra^ 
him out of his misery. At first repul- 
sive, unsociable, intractable, he by de- 
grees familiarizes himself with those 
who render him service ; once gained 
by their kindness, he readily lends 
them his confidence ; in the end he 
goes the length of sacrificing to them 
his liberty. 

k was commonly from the bosom of 
civilized nations that have issued those 
personages who have carried sociability ' 
agriculture, arts, laws, Gods, religious 
opinions, forms of worship, to those 
families or hordes as yet scattered, who 
were not formed into nations. These 
softened their manners — gathered them 
together — taught them to reap the ad- 
vantages of their own powers — to ren- 
der each other reciprocal assistance — 
to satisfy their wants with greater fa- 
cility. In thus rendering tneir exist- 
ence more comfortable, they attracted 
their love, obtained their veneration, 
acquired the right of prescribing opin- 
ions to them, made them adopt such as 
they had either invented themselves 
or else drawn up in the civilized coun- 
tries from whence they came. History 
points out to us the most famous legis- 
lators as men, who, enriched with use- 
ful knowledge they had gleaned in the 
bosom of polished nations, carried to 
savages without industry and needing 
assistance, those arts, of which, until 
then, these rude people were ignorant : 
such were the Bacchus's, the Orphe- 
us's, the Triptolemus's, the Moses's, 
the Numas. the Zamolixis's ; in short, 
all tnose who first gave to nations their 
Gods — their worship — the rudiments 
of agriculture, of science, of theology, 
of jurisprudence, of mysteries, &c. It 
will perhaps be inquired, if those na- 
tions which at the present day we see 
assembled, were all originally dispers- 
ed? We reply, -that this dispersion 
may have been produced at various 
times bv those terrible revolutions, of 
which It has before been remarked our 
globe has more than once been the the- 
atre, in limes so remote that histnr* 
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^as not been able to transmit to us the 
detaiL Perhaps the approach of more 
than one comet may have produced on 
our earth several universal ravages, 
which have at each time annihilated 
the greater portion of the human spe- 
cies. Those who were able to escape 
from the ruin of the world, filled with 
consternation, plunged in miser)', were 
but little conditioned to preserve to 
their posterity a knowledge, effaced by 
those misfortunes of which they had 
oeen both the victims and the wit- 
nesses: overwhelmed with dismay 
trembling with fear, they were not able 
to hand down the history of their 
frightful adventures, except by obscure 
traditions ; much less to transmit to us 
the opinions, the systems, the arts, the 
sciences, anterior to these revolutions 
of our sphere. There have been per- 
haps men upon the earth from all eter- 
nity ; but at different periods they may 
nave been nearly annihilated, together 
with their monuments, their sciences, 
and their arts; those who outlived 
these periodical revolutions, each time 
formed a new race of men, who by dint 
of time, labour, and experience nave 
by degrees withdrawn from oblivion 
the inventions of the primitive races. 
It is, perhaps, to these periodical revo- 
lutions of the human species, that is 
to be ascribed the profound ignorance 
m which we see man plunged upon 
those objects that are the most interest- 
ing to him. This is, perhaps, the true 
source of the imperfection of his know- 
ledge — of the vices of his political and 
religious institutions over which ter- 
rour has always presided ; here, in all 
probability, is the cause of inat puerile 
inexperience, of those jejune prejuaices, 
which every where keep man in a state 
of infancy, and which render him so 
little capable of either listening to rea- 
son or of consulting truth. To judge 
by the slowness of his progress, by the 
feebleness of his advance, in a number 
of respects, we should be inclined to 
say, the human race has either just 
(|uitted its cradle, or that he was never 
tiestined to attain the age of virility or 
ol reason.* 



* These hypotheses will unquestionably ap- 
pear bold to those who have not sufficiently 
meditated on nature, out to tne pni^osophic 
mquurer they are by no means mconsietent 
Therv may nave not only nave been one gen- 



However it may be with these con 
jectures. whether the human race ma 
always nave existed upon the ccurth, ot 
whetner it may have been a rect*it pro- 

eral deluge, but even a great numbtj* ainca 
I tne exislence of our planet ; this globe itself 
may have been a new production in nature; 
i. may not always have occupied the place it 
does at present. — SeeCh.VL Whatever ides, 
may be adopted on this subject, it is very cer- 
tain that, independent of those exterior cauies 
which are competent to totally chaisge its 
face, as the impulse of a comet may do, thia 
globe con tarns within itself a cause adequate 
. to alter it entirely, since oesides the diurnal 
t and sensible motion of tne earthy it has one 
' extremely slow, almost imperceptible, by 
which every thing must eventually be chan^ 
ed in it : this is the motion from whence 
depends the precession of the equinoctia. 
points, observed by Hipparchus and other 
mathematicians; by this motion, die earth 
must at the end of several thousand yean 
change totally: this motion will at length 
cause the ocean to occupy that space which 
at present forms the lands or continents. 
From this it will be obvious that our globe, 
as well as all the beings in nature, has a con 
tinual disposition to change. Tiiis motioi. 
was known to the ancients, and was what 
gave rise to what they called their great year, 
which the Egyptians fixed at thirty-six thoib- 
sand, five hundred and twenty-five years : the 
Sabines at thirty-six thousand, four hund>v 
and twenty-five, whilst others have^xlendec 
it to one hundred thousand, some to even sever 
hundred and fifty-three thousand years.— 
Again, to those general revolutions which ou 
planet has at different times experienced, ma^* 
be added those that have been partial, sue' 
as inundations of the sea, earthquakes, sub 
terraneous conflagrations, which have some 
times had the efiect of dispersing particular 
nations, and to make them forget all thos 
sciences with which they were before aa 
quainted. It is also probable that the firs 
volcanic fires, having had no preTious vent 
were more central, and greater in quantity, 
before they burst the cnist of earth; as the 
sea washeid the whole, it must have r^dly 
sunk down into every opening, where, falling 
on the boiling lava, it was instantly expandea 
into steam, producing irresistible explo8U>n; 
whence it is reasonable to conclude, that the 
primeval earthquakes were more widely ex- 
tend^], and of much greater forces than uose 
which occur in our days. Other vapours may 
be produced by intense heat, possesan^r % 
much greater elasticity, from substances &a( 
evaporate, such as mercury, diamonds, Ac 
the expansive force of these vapours wouk 
be much greater than the steam of wate 
even at rednot heat ; consequendy they may 
have had sufficient energy to raise islands 
continents, or even to nave detached thi 
moon from the earth ; if the moon, as haf 
been supposed by some phflosoohaau wew 
thrown out of the irreat cavitt whkai now 
contains *' ^ qpiir*- 



OP MYTHOLOGY AND THEOLOGY. 



177 



duction of nature,* it is extremely easy 
to recur to the origin of many existing 
nations : we shall find them always in 
the savage state ; that is to say, com- 
posed of wandering hordes; these were 
collected together, at the voice of some 
missionary or legislator, from whom 
they received benefits, who gave them 
Gods, opinions, and laws. These per- 
sonages, of whom the people, newly 
congregated, readily acknowledged the 
superiority, fixed the national Gods, 
leaving to each individual those which 
he had formed to himself, according to 
his own peculiar ideas, or else substi- 
tuting others brought from those re- 
gions from whence they themselves 
had emigrated. 

The better to imprint their lessons 
on the minds of their new subjects, 
these men became the guides, the 
priests, the sovereigns, the masters, of 
these infant societies; they spoke to 

tity of water flowing in from the original 
ocean, and which then covered the earth, 
would much contribute to leave the conti- 
nents and islands, which might be raised at 
the same time, above the surface of the water. 
In later days we have accounts of huge 
stones falling from the firmament, which may 
have been tnrown by explosion from some 
distant earthquake, without having been im- 
pelled with a force suflScient to cause them to 
circulate round the earth, and thus produce 
numerous small moons or satellites. 

* It may be that the larger animals we now 
behold were originally denved from the small- 
est microscopic ones, who have increased in 
bulk with the progression of time, or that, as 
the Egyptian philosophers thought, mankind 
were originally hermaphrodites, who, like the 
aphisy produced the sexual distinction after 
some generations. This was also the opinion 
of Plato, and seems to have been that of 
Moses, who was educated amongst the Egyp- 
tians, as may be gathered from the 27th and 
28th verses of the first chapter of Genesis : 
" So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him ; male and 
female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and Grod said unto theim, be fruitful and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue 
it : and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the aic, and over eve- 
ry livini' thing that moveth upon the earth :" 
it is not therefore presuming too much to sup- 
pose, as the Egyptians were a nation very 
fond of explaining their opinions by hierogly- 
phics, that that part which describes Eve as 
taken out of Adam's rib, was an hieroglyphic 
emblem, showing that mankind were in the 
prknitive state of both sexes, united, who 
were afterwards divided into males and 
females. 
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the imagination of their auditors. — 
Poetry, by^ its images, its fictions, its 
numbers, its rhyme, its harmony, con- 
spired to please their fancy, and to 
render permanent the impressions it 
made: thus, the entire ot nature, as 
well as all its parts, was personined ; 
at its voice, trees, stones, rocks, earth, 
air, fire, water, took intelligence, held 
conversation with man, and with them- 
selves; the elements were deified.— 
The sky. which, according to the then 
philosopny, was an arched concave, 
spreading over the earth, which was 
supposed to be a level plain, was itself 
made a Grod ; Time, under the name 
of Saturn, was pictured as the son of 
heaven ;t the igneous matter^ the ethe- 
real electric fluid, that invisible fire 
which vivifies nature, that penetrates 
all beings, that fetilizes the earth, 
which is the ^reat principle of motion, 
the source of heat, was deified under 
the name of Jupiter : his combination 
with every being in nature was express- 
ed by his metamorphoses — by the fre- 
quent adulteries imputed to him. Hv. 
was armed with thunder, to indicate 
he produced meteors, to typify the elec- 
tric fluid that is called lightning. He 
married the winds, which were desig- 
nated under the name of Juno, there- 
fore called the Goddess of the AVinds ; 
their nuptials were celebrated with 

t Saturn was represented as an inexorable 
divinity— naturally artful, who devoured his 
own children— who revenged the anger of his 
mother upon his father, for which purpose 
she armed him with a scythe, formed of met- 
als drawn from her own bowels, with which 
he struck Ccelus, in the act of uniting him- 
self to Thea, and so mutilated him that he 
was ever after incapacitated to increase the 
number of his chUdren : he was said to have 
divided the throne with Janus, king of Italy, 
whose reign seems to have been so mild, so 
beneficent, that it was called the golden 
affe: human victims were sacrificed on his 
altars, untU abolished by Hercules, who sub- 
stituted small images of clay. Festivals in 
honour of this God, called Saturnalia, were 
instituted long antecedent to the foundation 
of Rome : they were celebrated about the 
middle of Dece.nber. either on the 16th, 17th, 
or 18th ; they pasted m latter tunes several 
days, originally but one. Universal liberty 
prevailed at the celebration, slaves were per- 
mitted to ridicule their masters— to speak 
♦vooiv nn everv subject— no criminals wprp. 



freely on every subject— no cnmmals were 
executed— war never declared; the priests 
made their human offerings with their heads 
uncovered; a circumstance peculiar to the 



uncovered; a circumstance peculiar to the 
Saturnalia, not adopted at other festivals. 
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great solemnity.* Thus, followk^ the of infant nations, themselves adcned 
same fictions, the sun, tnat beneficent active nature, or the great whole con* 
star which has such a marked influence sidered relatively to its different opera- 
over the earth, became an Osiris, a tions or qualities ; that this was what 
Belus, a Mithras, an Adonis, an Apollo, caused the ignorant savages whom 
Nature, rendered sorrowful by his peri- they had gathered together to adore.} 
odical absence, was an Isis, an Astarte, It was the ^eat whole they deified ; it 
a Venus, a Cybele.f , was its various parts which they made 

In short, every thing was personified : their inferior gods ; it was from the 

the sea was under the empire of Nep- necessity of her laws they Inade fate, 

tune; fire was adored by the Egyp- Allegory masked its mode of action: it 

tians under the name of Serapis ; by was at length parts of this great whole 

the Persians, under that of Ormus or that idolatry represented by statues 

Oromaze ; and bv the Romans, under and symbols.§ 

that of Vesta ana Vulcan. To complete the proofs of what has 

Such was the origin of mythology : been said ; to show distinctly that it 
it may be said to be the daughter of was the ^reat whole, the universe, the 
natural philosophy, embellished by po- nature of things, which was the real 
etry, and only destined to describe na- object of the worship of Pagan anti- 
ture and its parts. If antiquity is con- quity, we shall here give the hymn of 
suited, it will be perceived without Orpheus addressed to the God Pan : — 
much trouble, that those famous sages, " O Pan ! I invoke thee, O powerful 
those legislators, those priests, those God ! O universal nature ! the heavens, 
conquerors, who were the instructers the sea, the earth, who nourish all, and 
the eternal fire, because these are thy 

♦ All the Gk>ds, ihe entire brute creation, members, O all powerful Pan," &c. 

and the whole of mankind attended these Nothing can be more suitable to con- 

St X-laugh e/« "fe^rronierfor ^^ '^^'' '^if-'l' ""*" '^' ^r^f. ''} 

which impiety she was changed by Mercury planation which is given ot the fable of 

into a tortoise, and condenmed to perpetual Pan, as well as of the figure under 

silence. He was the most powerful of all which he is represented. It is said. 

the Grods, and considered as the king and 

Sl«' vilv ^,ln^^^' npirm'ill' ^'thTpS * The Greeks caUed nature a divinity who 

Ztr^ZlXn'f^lofan^^^^^ had a thousand names (M.,.o.^.), Lithe 

his altars smoked goats, sheep, and white t^'^'^^, ""^ Paganism, were nothing more 

bulls, in which he is said to have particularly than nature considered according to its differ- 

deligdted: the oak was rendered sacred to ^^^ functions, and under Us difterent points 

himT hecause he taught mankind to live upon ^^ ^fJT;, The emblems with which they de- 

acoms ; he had many oracles where his pre^ corated tliese divinities again prove this truth, 

cepts were delivered : the most celebrated of These different modes of considenng nature 

these were at Dodona and Ammon in Libya ; ^^ave given birth to Polytheism and Idolatry. 

He was supposed to be invisible to the in- ^^V ''l'^'''''^ ""S?!^"^^ ^^^^^^ Toland by 

habitants of the earth ; the Lacedemonians ^- ^^^oist, page 258. 
erected his statue with four heads, thereby 

indicating that he listened readily to the so- § To convince ourselves 6f this truth, we 

licitations of every quarter of the earth. — baye only to open the ancient authors. "I 

Minerva is represented as having no mother, believe," says Varro, " that God is the soul 

but to have come completely armed from his of the universe, which the Greeks have called 

brains, when his heaa was opened by Vul- K02;m02, and that the universe itself is 

can; by which it is meant to infer that wis- God." Cicero says, "cos qui dii appellantur 

dom is the result of this ethereal fluid. rerum natura esse." See de Natura Deorum, 

lib. iii. cap. 24. The same Cicero says, that 

t Astarte had a magnificent temple at Hie- in the mysteries of Samothracia, of Lemnos, 

ropolis, served by three hundred priests, who of Eleusis, it was nature much more than the 

were always employed in offering sacrifices. Gods they explained to the initiated. Rerum 

The priests of Cybele, called Corybantcs. magis natura cognoscitur ouam deorum. Join 

also Galli, were not adniitted to their sacred to these anthorities the Book of Wisdom, chap, 

functions without previous mutilation. In xiii. ver. 10, and xiv. 15 and 22. Phny says, 

the celebration of their festivals these priests in a very dogmatical style, "We must believe 

used all kinds of indecent expressions, beat that the world, or that which is contained 

drums, cymbals, and behaved just like mad- under the vast extent of the heavens, is the 

men : his worship extended all over Phrygia, Divinity itself, eternal, immense, without be- 

and was established in Greece under the ginning or end." See Plin. Hist. Nat. lib, 

name of Eletisinian mysteries. ii. cap. 1, inii. 
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'' Pan, according to the signification of 
his name, is the emblem by which the 
ancients have designated the great as- 
semblage of things : he represents the 
universe ; and, m the mind of the 
wisest philosophers of antiquity, he 
passed for the greatest and most ancient 
of the Grods. The features under which 
he is delineated form the portrait of na- 
ture, and of the savage state in which 
she was found in the beginning. The 
spotted skin of the leopard, which serves 
him for a mantle, represented the hea- 
vens filled with stars and constellations. 
His person was compounded of parts, 
some of which were suitable to a rea- 
sonable animal, that is to say, to man ; 
and others to the animal destitute of 
reason, such as the goat. It is thus," 
says he. "that the universe is com- 
posed of an intelligence that governs 
the whole, and of the prolific, fruitful el- 
ements of fire, water, earth, air. Pan, 
loved to drink and to follow the nymphs ; 
this announces the occasion nature has 
for humidity in all her productions, and 
that this God, like nature, is strongly in- 
clined to propagation. According to 
the Egyptians, and the most ancient 
Grecian philosophers. Pan had neither 
father nor mother ; he came out of De- 
mogorgon at the same moment with the 
Destinies, his fatal sisters ; a fine 
method of expressing that the universe 
was the work of an unknown power, 
and that it was formed after the inva- 
riable relations, the eternal laws of ne- 
cessity ; but his most significant sym- 
bol, that most suitable to express the 
harmony of the universe, is his myste- 
rious pipe, composed of seven unequal 
tubes, but calculated to produce the 
nicest and most perfect concord. The 
orbs which compose the seven planets 
of our solar system, are of difierent di- 
ameters ; being bodies of unequal mass, 
they describe their revolutions round 
the sun in various periods ; neverthe- 
less it is from the order of their mo- 
tion that results the harmony of the 
spheres." &c.* 



* This passage is taken from an English book 
entitled, Letters concerning Mythology. We 
can hardly doubt that the wisest among the 
Pagans adored nature, which mythology, or 
the Pagan theology, designated under an in- 
finity of names ana different emblems. Apu- 
leius, although he was a Platonist and accus- 
tomed to the mysterious and unintelligible no- 



Here then is the great macrocosm, 
the mighty whole, the assemblage of 
things, adored and deified by the phi- 
losophers of antiquity, whilst the un- 
informed stopped at the emblem under 
which this nature was depicted, at the 
symbols under which its various parts, 
its numerous functions were personifi- 
ed ; his narrow mind, his barbarous ig- 
norance, never permitted him to mount 
higher; they alone were deemed wor- 
thy of being initiated into the myste- 
ries, who knew the realities masked 
under these emblems. 

Indeed, the first institutors of nations, 
and their immediate successors in au- 
thority, only spoke to the people by fa- 
bles, allegories, enigmas, of which they 
reserved to themselves the right of giv- 
ing an, explanation. This mysterious 
tone they considered necessary, wheth- 
er it fwere to mask their own ignorance, 
or whether it were to preserve their pow- 
er over the uninformed, who for the 
most part only respect that which is 
above their comprehension. Their ex- 
plications were always dictated either 
by interest, by a delirious imagination, 
or by imposture ; thus from age to age, 
they did no more than render nature 
ancf its parts, which they had original- 
ly depicted, more unknown, until they 
completely lost sight of the primitive 
ideas ; these weie replaced by a mul- 
titude of fictitious personages, under 
whose features this nature had prima- 
rily been represented to them. The 
people adored these personages, with- 
out penetrating into the true sense of 
the emblematical fables recounted to 
them. These ideal beings, with mate- 
rial figures, in whom they believed 
there resided a mysterious virtue, a di- 
vine power, were the objects of their 
worship, of their fears, of their hopes. 
The wonderful, the incredible actions 

tions of his master, calls nature " rerum natu- 
ra parens, elementonim omnium Domina, 
sBBculorum progenies initiahs . . . . Ma- 
trem siderum, parentem temporum, orbisque 
totius dominam." It is this nature that some 
adored under the name of the mother of the 
Gods, others under the names of Ceres, Ve- 
nus, Minerva, &c. In sh|rt, the Pantheism 
of the Pagans is clearly proved by these re- 
markable words in the maxims of Medaura, 
who in speakinjg of nature says, "ita fit ut; 
dum ejus quasi membra carptim, variis sup- 
plicationibus prosequimur, totum colore pro* 
£BCto videamur." 
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ascribed to these fancied divinities, 
were an inexhaustible fund of admira- 
tion, which Mve perpetual play to the 
fancy ; whicn delighted not only the 
people of those days, but even the chil- 
dren of latter ages. Thus were trans- 
mitted from age to age those marvellous 
accounts, which, although necessary to 
the existence of the ministers of the 
Gods, did nothing more than confirm 
the blindness of the ignorant : these 
never supposed that it was nature, its 
various operations, the passions of man 
and his divers faculties, that lay buried 
under a heap of allegories ;* they had 
no eyes but for these emblematical 
persons, under which nature was mask- 
ed : they attributed to their influence 
the good, to their displeasure the evil, 
which they experienced : they entered 
into every kind of folly, into the most 
delirious acts of madness, to render 
them propitious to their views ; thus, 
for want of being acquainted with the 
reality of things, their worship frequently 
degenerated mto the most cruel extrav- 
agance, into the most ridiculous folly. 
Thus it is obvious, that every thing 
proves nature and its various parts 
to have every where been the first 
divinities of man. Natural philoso- 
phers studied them either superficially 
or profoundly, explained some of their 
properties ; detailed some of their 
modes of action. Poets painted them 
to the imagination of mortals, imbodied 
them, and furnished them with reason- 
ing faculties. The statuary executed 
the ideas of the poets. The priests de- 
corated these Gods with a thousand 
marvellous qualities — with the most 
terrible passions — with the most incon- 
ceivable attributes. The people adored 
them ; prostrated themselves before 
these Gods, who were neither suscep- 
tible of love or hatred, goodness, or mal- 



* The passions and faculties of human na- 
ture were used as emblems, because man was 
ignorant of the true cause of the phenomena 
he beheld. As strong passions seemed to hur- 
ry man along, in despite of himself, they 
either attributed tjiese passions to a God, or 
deified them; it was thus love became ad eity ; 
that eloquence, poetry, industry, were trans- 
formed into Goas under the names of Her- 
mes, Mercury, Apollo; the stings of con- 
science were called Furies. Christians have 
also deified reason under the name of the eter- 
nal word. 



ice ; and they became persecuting, 
malevolent, cruel, unjust, in order to 
render themselves acceptable to pow- 
ers generally described to them under 
the most odious features. 

By dint of reasoning upon nature thus 
decorated, or rather disfigured, subse- 
quent speculators no longer recollect- 
ed the source from whence their pre- 
decessors had drawn their Grods, and 
the fantastic ornaments with which 
they had embellished them. Natural 
philosophers and poets were transform- 
ed by leisure into metaphysicians and 
theologians ; tired with contemplating 
what they could have understood, they 
believed they had made an important 
discovery by sabtiliy distinguishing na- 
ture from herself — from her own pecu- 
liar energies — from her faculty of ac- 
tion. By degrees they made an in- 
comprehensible being of this ener^, 
which as before they personified : this 
they called the mover of nature, or 
God. This abstract, metaphysical be- 
ing, or rather, word, became the sub- 
ject of their continual contemplation ;* 
they looked upon it not only as a real 
being, but also as the most important 
of beings ; and by thus dreaming, na- 
ture quite disappeajred ; she was de- 
spoiled of her rights ; she was consid- 
ered as nothing more than an unwieldy 
mass, destitute of power, devoid of en- 
ergy, and as a heap of ignoble maiter 
purely passive, who, incapable of act- 
ing by herself, was not competent to 
any of the operations they beheld, 
witJiout the direct, the immediate agen- 
cy of the moving power they had as- 
sociated with her. Thus man ever 
preferred an unknown power, to that of 
which he was enabled to have some 
knowledge if he had only deigned to 
consult his experience ; but he present- 
ly ceases to respect that which he un- 
derstands, and to estimate those ob- 
jects which are familiar to him: he 
figures to himself something marvellous 
in every thing he does not comprehend ; 
his mind, above all, labours to seize up- 
on that which appears to escape his 
consideration; and, in default of expe- 
rience, he no longer consults any thing 

♦ The Greek word 9EOE comes from 
»rt0»7//t, pono or rather from GEAOMAI, 
spectOf contemplor^ to take a view of hidden 
and secret things. 
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but his imagination, which feeds him 
with chimeras. In consequence, those 
speculators who have subtilly distin- 
guished nature from her own powers, 
have successively laboured to clothe 
the powers thus separated with a thou- 
sand incomprehensible qualities: as 
they did not see this being, which is on- 
ly a mode, they made it a spirit — an 
intelligence — an incorporeal being ; that 
is to say, of a substance totally difi'e- 
rent from every thing of which we have 
a knowledge. They never perceived 
that all their inventions, that all the 
words which they imagined, only serv- 
ed to mask their real ignorance ; and 
that all their pretended science was 
limited to saying, in what manner na- 
ture acted, by a thousand subterfuges 
which they themselves found it impos- 
sible to comprehend. Man always de- 
ceives himself for want of studying na- 
ture; he leads himself astray, every 
time he is disposed to go out of it ; he 
is always quickly necessitated to return 
or to substitute words which he does 
nothimself understand for things which 
he would much better comprehend if 
he was willing to look at them without 
prejudice. 

Can a theologian ingenuously be- 
\ lieve himself more enlightened, for ha- 
\ving substituted the vague words, spi- 
y\rit, incorporeal substance, Divinity, 
' &c. to the more intelligible terms na- 
ture, matter, mobility, necessity ? How- 
ever this may be, these obscure words 
once imagined, it was necessary to at- 
tach ideas to them ; in doing this, he 
has not been able to draw them from any 
other source than the beings of this de- 
spised nature, which are ever the only 
beings of whichhe is enabled to have any 
knowledge. Man, consequently, drew 
them up in himself; his own mind serv- 
ed for the model of the universal mind of 
which indeed according to some it only 
formed a portion ; his own mind was 
the standard of the mind that regulated 
nature ; his own passions, his own de- 
sires, were the prototypes of those by 
which he actuated this being ; his own 
intelligence was that from which he 
formed that of the supposed mover of 
nature ; that which was suitable to him- 
self, he called the order of nature ; this 
Eretended order was the scale by which 
e measured the wisdom of this bein^ ; 
in short, those qualities which he calls 



perfections in himself, were the arche- 
types, in miniature, of the Divine per- 
rections. It was thus, that in despite 
of. all their efforts, the theologians 
were, and always will be true Anthro- 
pomorphites. Indeed, it is very difl&- 
cult, if not impossible to prevent man 
from making himself the sole model of 
his divinity.* Indeed, man sees in his ' 
God nothing but a man. Let him 
subtilize as he will, let him extend his 
own powers as he may, let him swell his 
own perfections to the utmost, he will 
have done nothing more than make a 
gigantic, exaggerated man, whom he 
will render illusory by dint of heaping 
together incompatible qualities. He 
will never see in God, but a being of 
the human species, in whom he will 
strive to aggrandize the proportions, un- 
til he has formed a being totally incon- 
ceivable. It is according to these dis- 
positions that he attributes intelligence, 
wisdom, goodness, justice, science, 
power, to the Divinity, because he is 
himself intelligent ; because he has the 
idea of wisdom in some beings of his 
own species ; because he loves to find 
in them ideas favourable to himself: 
because he esteems those who display 
equity ; because he has a knowledge, 
which he holds more extensive in some 
individuals than himself; in short, be- 
cause he enjoys certain faculties which 
depend on his own organization. He 
presently extends or exaggerates all 
these qualities ; the sight of the phe- 
nomena, of nature, which he feels he 
is himself incapable of either produ- 
cing or imitating, obliges him to make 
this difierence between his God and 
himself; but he knows not at whai 
point to stop ; he fears lest he should 
deceive himself if he should see any 



♦ Montaign says, "Man is not able to be 
other than ne is, nor imagine but after his ca- 
pacity ; let him take what pains he may, he 
will never have a knowledge of any soul but 
his own." Xenophanes saia, " If the ox or the 
elephant understood either sculpture or paint- 
ing, they would not fail to represent the Divin- 
ity under their own peculiar figure ; that in 
this, they would have as much reason as 
Polyclitus or Phidias, who gave him the hu- 
man form." It was said to a very celebrated 
man that " God made man after his own im- 
age ;" " Man has returned the compliment," 
replied the philosopher ; and L'amotte le Vay- 
er used to remark, that " iheanihropy was uu 
/aurUUUion tfezcry si/stem qf CKTiat\au\X>i^^ 
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limits to the qualities he assigns ; the 
word infinite, therefore, is the ab- 
stract, the vague term which he uses 
to characterize them. He says that 
his power is infinite, which signifies 
that when he beholds those stupen- 
dous effects which nature produces, he 
has no conception at what point his 
power can rest ; that his goodness, his 
wisdom, his knowledge are infinite: 
this announces that he is ignorant how 
far these perfections may be carried in 
a being whose power so much surpass- 
es his own. He says that his God is 
eternal, that is, of infinite duration, be- 
cause he is not capable of conceiving 
he could have had a beginning or can 
ever cease to be, and this he considers 
a defect in those transitory beings of 
whom he beholds the dissolution, whom 
he sees are subjected to death. He 
presumes the cause of those effects to 
which he is a witness, is immutable, 
permanent, not subjected to change 
like all the evanescent beings whom he 
knows are submitted to dissolution, to 
destruction, to change of form. This 
pretended mover of nature being always 
mvisible to man, his mode of action be- 
mg impcmetrable, he believes that, like 
the concealed principle which animates 
his own body, this God is the moving 
power of the universe. Thus when by 
dint of subtilizing, he has arrived at 
believing the principle bv which his 
body is moved is a spiritual, immaterial 
substance, he makes his God spiritual 
or immaterial in like manner: he makes 
it immense, although without extent ; 
immoveable, although capable of mov- 
ing nature: immutable, although he 
supposes him to be the author of all the 
changes operated in the universe. 

The idea of the unity of God, was a 
consequence of the opinion that this 
God was soul of the universe ; how- 
ever it was only the tardy fruit of hu- 
man meditation.* The sight of those 
opposite, frequently contradictory ef- 
fects, which man saw take place in the 



* The idea of the unity of God cost Socra- 
tes his life. The Athenians treated as an 
atheist a man who believed only in one God. 
Plato did not dare to break entirely with the 
doctrine of Polytheism ; he preserved Venus, 
an all-powerful Jupiter, and a Pallas, who was 
the Goddess of the country. The Christians 
were looked upon as Atheists by Pagans^ be- 
cause they adored only one Goo. 



world, had a tendency to persuade him 
there must be a number of distinct pow- 
ers or causes independent of each 
other. He was unable to conceive that 
the various phenomena he beheld, 
sprung from a single, from a unique 
cause ; he therefore admitted many 
causes or Gods, acting upon different 
principles ; some of which he consid- 
ered friendly, others as inimical to his 
race. Such is the origin of that doc- 
trine, so ancient, so universal, which 
supposed two principles in nature, or 
two powers of opposite interest, who 
were perpetually at war with each 
other ; by the assistance of this he ex- 
plained that constant mixture of good 
and evil, that blending of prosperity 
with misfortune, in a word, those eter- 
nal vicissitudes to which in this world 
the human being is subjected. This is 
the source of those combats which all 
antiquity has supposed to exist between 
good and wicked Gods, between an 
Osiris and a TyphoBUs ; between an 
Orosmadis and an Arimanis ; between 
a Jupiter and the Titanes ; between a 
Jehovah and a Satan. In these ren- 
counters man for his own peculiar in- 
terest always gave the palm of victory 
to the beneficent Deity ; this, accor- 
ding to all the traditions handed down, 
ever remained in possession of the field 
of battle ; it was evidently for the ben- 
efit of mankind that the good God 
should prevail over the wicked. 

Even when man acknowledged only 
one God, he always supposed the dif- 
ferent departments of nature were con- 
fided to powers subordinate to his su- 
preme orders, under whom the sove- 
reign of the Gods discharged his care 
in the administration of the world. — 
These subaltern Gods were prodigious- 
ly multiplied ; each man, each town, 
each country, had their local, their tute- 
lary Gods ; every event, whether fortu- 
nate or unfortunate, had a divine cause, 
and was the consequence of a sove- 
reign decree ; each natural effect, every 
operation of nature, each passion, de- 
pended upon a Divinity, which theolo- 
gical imagination, disposed to see Groda 
every where, and always mistaking 
nature, either embellished or disfigured. 
Poetry tuned its harmonious lays on 
these occasions, exaggerated the de- 
tails, animated its pictures ; credulous 
ignora »»'*'* ""^^eived the portraits with 
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eagerness, and heard the doctrines with 
submission. 

Such is the origin of Polytheism: 
such are the foundations, such the titles 
of the hierarchy, which man establish- 
ed between himself and the Grods, be- 
cause he felt he was incapable of im- 
mediately addressing himself to the 
incomprehensible bemg whom he had 
acknowledged for the only sovereign 
of nature, without even having any 
distinct idea on the subject. Such is 
the true genealogy of those inferior 
Grods whom the uninformed place as a 
proportional means between them- 
selves and the first of all other causes. 
In consequence, among the Greeks and 
the Romans, we see the deities divided 
into two classes : the one were called 
great Gods,* who formed a kind of 
aristocratic order distinguished from 
the minor Grods, or from the multitude 
of ethnic divinities. Nevertheless, the 
first rank of these Pagan divinities, like 
the latter, were submitted to Fate, that 
is, to destiny, which obviously is no- 
thing more than nature acting by im- 
mutable, rigorous, and necessary laws ; 
this destiny was looked upon as the 
God of Grods; it is evident that this 
was nothing more than necessity per- 
sonified, and that therefore it was a 
weakness in the heathens to fatigue 
with their sacrifices, to solicit with 
their prayers, those Divinities whom 
they themselves believed were submit- 
ted to the decrees of an inexorable des- 
tiny, of which it was never possible 
for them to alter the mandates. But 
man ceases always to reason whenever 
his theological notions are brought into 
question. 

What has been already said, serves 
to show the common source of that 
multitude of intermediate powers^ sub- 
ordinate to the Grods. but superior to 
man, with which he filled the universe :t 

* Ths GreekB called the great Grods Otsi 
'offipoi^CaJbiri; the Romans called them 
Dii majorum gentium or DU eonsenUs, be- 
cauB* the whole world were in accord in dei- 
fying ihe most stnking and active parts of 
nature, sodi as the sun, fire, the sea, time, 
&c'^ whilst the other Gods were entirely local, 
that is to say, wCTe rercrenced onlv in par- 
ticular countnes, or by iodiridaaiM. as in 
Rome, where ererv citizen had Gods un him- 
self alone, whom De adored under the names 
sf PciuUeB, Z^arm, Ac 

t JkiDoaf the Bonuuis they wen eaOed DU 



they were venerated under the names 
of nymphs, demi-gods, an^ls, demons, 
gooa and evil genii, spirits, heroes, 
saints, &c. These constitute difierent 
classes of intermediate divinities, who 
became either the foundation of their 
hopes, the object of their fears, the 
means of consolation, or the source of 
dread to those very mortals who only 
invented them when they found it im- 
possible to form to themselves distinct, 
perspicuous ideas of the incomprehen- 
sible Being who governed the world in 
chief, or when they despaired of being 
able to hold communication with him 
directly. 

By dint of meditation and reflection 
some, who gave the subject more con- 
sideration than others, reduced the 
whole to one all-powerful Divinity, 
whose power and wisdom sufficed to 
govern it. This God was looked upon 
as a monarch jealous of nature. Tney 
persuaded themselves that to give ri- 
vals and associates to the monarch to 
whom all homage was due would of- 
fend him — that he could not bear a 
division of empire — that infinite power 
and unlimited wisdom had no occasion 
for a division of power nor for any as- 
sistance. Thus some would-be-thought- 
profound-thinkers have admitted one 
God, and in doins so have flattered 
themselves with having achieved a 
most important discovery. And yet, 
they must at once have been most sadly 
perplexed by the contradictory actions 
of this one God ; so much so that they 
were obliged to heap on him the most 
incompatible and extravagant qualities 
to account for those contradictory ef- 
fects which so palpably and clearly 
gave the lie to some oi the attributes 
they assigned to him. In supposing a 
Grod, the author of every thing, man is 
obliged to attribute to him unlimited 
goodness, wisdom, and power, agreeable 
to the kindness, to the order ne fancied 
he saw in the universe, and according to 
the wonderful effects he witnessed; 
but, on the other hand, how could he 
avoid attributing to this God malice, 
improvidence, and caprice, seeing the 
frequent disorders and numberless evils 

mediozimi — intermedhte Gods; Hu^y were 
UcktA upon as me^tmn, or mxercemnun \ as 
powers whom it was ntxxmuj to revereoee 
m order ettber to obtain their Uvmir, appease 
their aacjer, or divea thisiat hoSaige^vdX' 
taooB, 
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to which the human race is so often 
liable? How can man avoid taxing 
him with improvidence, seeing thai he 
is continually employed in destroying 
the woric of his own hands ? How is 
it possible not to suspect his impotence, 
seeing the perpetual non-performance 
of those projects of which he is sup- 
posed to be the contriver ? 

To solve these difficulties, man cre- 
ated enemies to the Divinity, who al- 
though subordinate to the supreme 
God, were nevertheless competent to 
disturb his empire, to frustrate his 
views ; he had been made a king, and 
adversaries, however impotent, were 
found wilhng to dispute his diadem. 
Such is the origin ot the fable of the 
Titanes, or of the rebellious angels, 
who.se presumption caused them to be 
plunged into the abyss of misery — who 
were changed into demons, or mto evil 
genii: these had no other functions, 
than to render abortive the projects ot 
the Almighty, and to seduce, to raise 
to rebellion, those who were his sub- 
jects.* 

In consequence of this ridiculous 
fable the monarch of nature was rep- 
resented as perpetually in a scuffle 
with the enemies he had himself 
created; notwithstanding his infinite 
power, either he would not or could 
not totally subdue them ; he was in a 
continual state of hostility, rewarding 
those who obeyed his laws, and pun- 
ishing those who had the misfortune 
to enter into the conspiracies of the 
enemies of his glory. As a conse- 
quence of these ideas, borrowed from 
the conduct of earthly monarchs who 
are almost always in a state of war, 
some men claimed to be the ministers 
of God : they made him speak ; they 



* The fable of the Titanes, or rebellious 
angels^ is extremely ancient and very gene- 
rally diffused over the world ; it serves for the 
foundation of the theology of the Brah- 
mins of Hindostan, as well as for thai of the 
European priesthood. According to the Brah- 
mins, all living bodies are animated by fallen 
angels, who, under these forms, expiate their 
rebellion. This fable^ as well as that of 
demons^ makes the Divinity play a very ridicu- 
lous part ; in fact it supposes that God gives 
existence to adversaries to keep himself em- 
ployed, or in trainings and to snow his power. 
Yet there is no display whatever of this pow- 
•r, since, according to theological notions, the 
Devil baa many more adherents than the 
Divinity. 



unveiled his concealed intentions, and 
denounced the violation of his laws as 
the most horrible crime : the ignorant 
multitude received these without ex- 
amination ; they did not perceive that 
it was man and not a Grod who thus 
spoke to them ; they did not reflect that 
it was impossible for weak creatures 
to act contrary to the will of a God 
whom they supposed to be the creator 
of all beings, and therefore who could 
have no enemies in nature but those 
he himself had created. It was pre- 
tended that man, spite of his natural 
dependance and the infinite power of 
hi:; God, was able to offend him, was 
capable of thwarting him, of declaring 
war against him^ of overthrowing his 
designs, and of disturbing the order he 
had established. This God, no doubt, 
to make a parade of his power, was 
supposed to have created enemies 
against himself, so that he might have 
the pleasure of fighting them, although 
he is not willing either to destroy them 
or to change their bad dispositions. 
In fine, it was believed that he had 
granted to his rebellious enemies, as 
well as to all mankind, the liberty of 
violating his commands, of anninila- 
ting his projects, of kindling his wrath, 
and of arresting his goodness. Hence, 
all the benefits of this life were con- 
sidered as rewards, and its evils as 
merited punishments. In fact, the sys- 
tem of man's free will seems to have 
been invented only to enable him to 
sin against God, and to acquit this last 
of the evil he brino^s upon man for 
exercising the fatal liberty given him. 

These ridiculous and contradictory 
notions served nevertheless for the ba- 
sis of all the superstitions of the world, 
believing that they thereby accounted 
for the origin of evil and the cause of 
man's misery. And yet man could not 
but see that he frequently suffered or 
earth without having committed any 
crime, without any known transgres- 
sion to provoke the anger of his God ; 
he perceived that even those who com- 
plied in the most faithful manner with 
his pretended orders were often involv- 
ed m the same ruin with the boldest 
violator of his laws. In the habit of 
bending to power^ to tremble before his 
terrestrial sovereign, to whom he al- 
lowed the privil'*'"' -^ ^eing iniquitous^ 
never disputi ">r ever criti- 
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(jising tne conduct of those who had 
the power in their hands, man dar- 
ed still less to examine into the con- 
duct of his God, or to accuse him of 
motiveless cruelty. Besides, the min- 
isters, the celestial monarch invented 
means of justifying him, and of ma- 
king the cause of those evils, or of 
those punishments which men experi- 
ence fall upon themselves; in conse- 
quence of the liberty which they pre- 
tended was given to creatures, they 
supposed that man had sin. that his 
nature was perverted, that the whole 
human race carried with it the pun- 
ishment incurred by the faults of his 
ancestors, which their implacable mon- 
arch still avenged upon their mnocent 
posterity. Men found this vengeance 
perfectly legitimate, because according 
to the most disgraceful prejudices they 
proportioned the punishments much 
more to the power and dignity of the 
offended, than to the magnitude or real- 
ity of the offence. In consequence of 
this principle they thought th^t a God 
had an indubitaole right to avenge, 
without proportion and without end, 
the outrages committed against his di- 
vine majesty. In a word, the theolo- 
gical mind tortured itself to find men 
culpable, and to exculpate the Divinity 
from the evils which nature made the 
former necessarily experience. Man 
invented a thousand fables to give a 
reason for the mode in which evil en- 
tered into this world ; and the ven- 
geance of heaven always appeared to 
have sufficient motives, because he be- 
lieved that crimes committed against a 
being infinitely great and powerful 
ought to be infinitely punished. 

Moreover, man saw that the earthly 
powers, even when they committed the 
most barefaced injustice, never suffer- 
ed him to tax them with being unjust, 
to entertain a doubt of their wisdom, 
to murmur at their conduct. He was 
not going then to accuse of injustice 
the despot of the universe, to doubt his 
rights, or to complain of his rigour : he 
believed that God could commit every 
thing against the feeble work of his 
hands, that he owed nothing to his 
creatures, that he had a right to exer- 
cise over them an absolute and unlim- 
ited dominion. It is thus that the 
tyrants of the earth act ; and their ar- 
bitrary conduct serves for the model of 

No. VI.— 24 



that which they accord to the Divinity : 
it was upon their absurd and unreason- 
able mode of governing, that they made 
a peculiar jurisprudence for God. — 
Hence we see that the most wicked of 
men have served as a model for God, and 
that the most unjust governments were 
made the model of his divine adminis- 
tration. In despite of his cruelty and 
his unreasonableness, man never ceases 
to say, that he is most just and fuU of 
wisdom. 

Men, in all countries, have paid ado- 
ration to fantastical, unjust, sanguin- . 
ary, implacable Gods, whose rights ' 
they have never dared to examine. — i 
These Gods were every where cruel, ' 
dissolute, and partial ; they resembled 
those unbridled tyrants who riot with 
impunity in the misery of their sub- 
jects, who are too weak, or too much 
hoodwinked to resist them, or to with- 
draw themselves from under that yoke 
with which they are overwhelmed. It 
is a God of this hideous ^character • 
which they make us adore, even at the 
present day ; the Grod of the Chris- 
tians, like those of the Greeks and 
Romans, punishes us in this world, and 
will pumsh us in another, for thof t* 
faults of which the nature he hai n 
given us has rendered us susceptibi'?. 
Like a monarch, inebriated with his au- 
thority, he makes a vain parade of his 
power, and appears only to be occupied 
with the puerile pleasure of showing 
that he is master, and that he is not 
subjected to any law. He punishes us 
for being ignorant of his inconceivable 
essence and his obscure will. He pun- 
ishes us for the transgressions of our 
fathers ; his despotic caprice decides 
upon our eternal destiny ; it is accord- 
ing to his fatal decrees, that we be- 
come, in despite of ourselves, either 
his friends or his enemies : he makes 
us free only that he may have the bar- 
barous pleasure of chastising us for 
those necessary abuses which our pas- 
sions or our errours cause us to make 
of our liberty. In short, theology 
shows us, in all ages, mortals punished 
for inevitable and necessary faults, and 
as the unfortunate playthings of a ty- 
rannical and wicked God.* 



* The Pagan theology never showed the 
people in the persons of their Gods any thing 
more than men who were dissolute, adulter- 
ers, vindictive^ andpuniahiii^'m\.Vv^%ci\a>5cv'--'- 
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It was upon these unreasonable no- ical causes and particular circumstan- 

tions that the theologians throughout ces — to combinations which, although 

the whole earth, founded the worship extremely natural, are fatal to their 

which man ought to render to the Di- species ; and they would have souffht 

vinitv, who. without being attached to in nature herself the remedies suitable 

them, had the right of binding them to to diminish or cause those under which 

himself: his supreme power dispensed they suffer to cease. They would have 

him from all duty towards his crea- seen in like manner that moral evil was 

tures ; and they obstinately persisted only a necessary consequence of their 

in looking upon themselves as culpable bad institutions ; that it was not to the 

every time they experienced calami- God of heaven, but to the injustice of 

ties. Do not let us then be at all as- the princes of tne earth to which those 

tonished if the reli.^rious man was in wars, that poverty, those famines, those 

continual fears ; the idea of God al- reverses, those calamities, those vices, 

ways recalled to him that of a pitiless 4ind those crimes under which they 

tyrant, who sported with the miseries groan so frequently, were to be ascribed, 

of his subjects and these, even without Thus to throw aside these evils they 

knowing it, could, at each moment, should not have uselessly extended 

incur his displeasure ; yet they never their trembling hands towards phan- 

dared tax hkii with injustice, oecause toms incapable of relieving them, and 

they believed that justice was not who were not the authors of their sor- 

made to regulate the actions of an all- rows ; they should have sought in a 

powerful monarch, <(rhose elevated rank more rational administration, in more 

placed him infinitely above the human equitable laws, in more reasonable in- 

species, although tney had imagined, stitutions, the remedies for these mis- 

that he had formed the universe en- fortunes which they falsely attributed 

tirely for man. to the vengeance of a Grod, who is 

It is then for want of considering painted to them under the character of 

good and evil as effects equally neces- a tyrant, at the same time that they are 

sary ; it is for want of attributing them defended from entertaining a doubt of 

to their true cause, that men have crea- his justice and his goodness, 

ted to themselves fictitious causes, and Indeed priests never cease repeating 

malicious divinities, respecting whom that their God is infinitely good ; that 

nothing is able to undeceive them. — he only wishes the good of his crea- 

In considering nature they however tures; that he has made every thing 

would have seen that physical evil is only for them: and in despite of these 

a necessary consequence of the particu- assurances, so flattering, the idea of 

lar properties of some beings ; they his wickedness will necessarily be the 

would have acknowledged that plagues, strongest ; it is much more likely to fix 

contagions, diseases, are due to phys- the attention of mortals than tnat of 

, J . , ^is goodness ; this gloomy idea is al- 

neceasary crimes which were predicted bv the ^^ys the first that presents itself to the 

oracles. The Judaical and Christian theology , „ •' . , uil^, - •♦ • • j 

shows us a partial God who chooses or re- hurnan mind, whenever it is occupied 

jects, who loves or hates, according to his ca- with the Uivmity. 1 he idea of evil 

price; in short, a tyrant who plays with his necessarily makes a much more lively 

creatures; who punishes in this world the impression upon man than that of 

whole human species for the cnmes of a am- ^, jj^ consequence, the beneficent 

gleman; -who predestinates the greateT num- % 3 ' -u ^ ^u i- ji, *l 

Ber of mortals to be his enemiesf to the end 9°^ J\ll ^^^'^^^L^^ eclipsed by the 

that he may punish them to all eternity, for dreadful God. Thus, whether they 

having received from him the liberty of de- admit a plurality of Gods of opposite 

daring against him. All the reli^ons of the interests, whether they acknowledge 

world have for basis the omnipotence of q^j ^^^ monarch in the universe, the 

God over men; his despotism over men, and {. ^ c r ^ -n^^ 'i' 

his Divine injustice. From thence, among sentiment of fear will necessarily pre- 

the Christians, the doctrine of ari^ncU sins vail over love; they will only adore 

from thence, the theological notions upon the good God that they may prevent 

pardon upon the necessity of a mediator; in jjim from exercising his- caprice, his 

short, hence that ocean of absurdities with nkanfasnm his malice • it is alwavs 

which Christian theology is filled. It ap- P^* • ^^^,?f ' „~^ ,,^^„, fu' 

pears, generally, that a ilisonable God would inquietude and terrour that throws man 

/lor 6e convenient to the interests of priests, at his feet; it !« *»"• "i<our and his 
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severity which they seek to disarm. In 
short, although they every where as- 
sure us that the Divinity is full of com- 
passion, of clemency, and of goodness, 
It is always a malicious genius, a ca- 
pricious master, a formidable demo a, to 
whom every where they render servile 
homage, and a worship dictated by fear. 

These dispositions have nothmg in 
them that ought to surprise us ; we can 
accord with sincerity our confidence 
and our love only to those in whom we 
find a permanent will to render us ser- 
vice; as soon as we have reason to 
suspect in them the will, the power, or 
the right to injure us, their idea afflicts 
us, we fear them, we mistrust them, 
and we take precautions against them ; 
we hate them from the bottom of our 
hearts, even without daring to avow 
our sentiments. If the Divinity must 
be looked upon as the common source 
of the good and evil which happens in 
this world ; if he has the will some- 
times to render men happy, and some- 
times to plunge them in misery, or 
punish them with rigour, men must ne- 
cessarily dread his caprice or his sever- 
ity, and be much more occupied with 
these, which they see him resolved up- 
on so frequently, than with his good- 
ness. Thus the idea of their celestial 
monarch must always make man un- 
easy ; the severity of his judgments 
must cause him to tremble much often- 
er than his goodness is able to console 
or encourage him. 

If we pay attention to this truth, we 
shall feel why all the nations oi the 
earth have trembled before their Gods 
and have rendered them the most fan- 
tastical, irrational, mournful and cruel 



worship; they have served them as 
they would despots but little in accord 
witn themselves, knowing no othev 
rule than their fantasies, sometimes 
favourable, and more frequently preju- 
dicial to tneir subjects; in short, like 
inconstant masters, who are less ami- 
able by their kindness, than dreadful 
by their punishments, by their malice, 
and by those rigours wnich they still 
never dared to find unjust or excessive. 
Here is the reason why we see the 
adorers of a God, whom they unceas- 
ingly show to mortals as the model 
of goodness, of equity, and every per- 
fection, deliver themselves up to the 
most cruel extravagances against them- 
selves, with a view of punishing them- 
selves, and of preventing the celestial 
vengeance, and at the same time com- 
mit the most hideous crimes against 
others, when they believe that by so 
doing they can disarm the anger, ap- 
pease the justice, and recall the clem- 
ency of their Grod. All the religious 
systems of men, their sacrifices, their 
prayers, their customs and their cere- 
monies have never had for object 
any thing else than to avert the fury 
of the Divinity, prevent his caprice, 
and excite in him those sentiments oi 
goodness, from which they see him 
deviate every instant. All the efibrts, 
all the sublilties of theology have 
never had any other end than to recon- 
cile in the sovereign of nature those 
discordant ideas which it has itself 
given birth to in the minds of mortals. 
We might justly define this end the art 
of composing chimeras, by combining 
together qualities which it is impossi* 
ble to reconcile with each other. 
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CHAPTER L monarch, yet his theology, by force of 

dreaming, entirely lost sight of human 

Of ihecar^uaedand contradictory ideas qf nature; and in order to render his Di- 

Theology. vinities still more different from their 

creatures, ii assigned them, over and 
Every thin^ that has been said, above tne usual qualities of man, pro- 
proves pretty clearly, that in despite of perties so marvellous, so uncommon, 
all his efforts, man has never been able so far removed from every thing ot 
to prevent himself from drawing toge- which his mind could form a concep- 
ther from his own peculiar nature, the tion, that he lost sight of them himself, 
qualities he has assigned to the being From thence he |)ersuaded himself these 
who governs the universe. The con- qualities were divine, because he could 
tradictions necessarily resulting from no longer comprehend them; he be- 
the incompatible assemblage of these lieved them worthy of God. because 
human qualities, which cannot become no man could fi^re to himself any one 
suitable to the same subject, seeing distinct idea of him. Thus theology 
that the existence of one destroys the obtained the point of persuadmg man 
existence of the other, have been he must believe that which he could 
shown : — the theologians themselves not conceive ; that he must receive with 
have felt the insurmountable difficul- submission improbable systems; that 
ties which their Divinities presented to he must adopt, with pious deference, 
reason : they were so substantive, that conjectures contrary to his reason ; 
as they felt the impossibility of with- that this reason itself was the most 
drawing themselves out of the dilem- agreeable sacrifice he could make on 
ma, they endeavoured to prevent man the altars of his fantastical master who 
from reasoning, by throwing his mind was unwilling he should use the gift 
into confusion — by continually aug- he had bestowed upon him. In short, 
menting the perplexity of those ideas, it had made mortals implicitly believe 
already so discordant, which they offer- that they were not formed to compre- 
ed him of their God. By this means bend the thing of all others the most 
they enveloped him in mystery, covered important to themselves.* On the other 
him with dense clouds, renaered him hand, man persuaded himself that the 
inaccessible to mankind: thus they gigantic, the truly incomprehensible at- 
themselves became the interpreters, the tributes which were assigned to his ce- 
masters of explaining, according either lestialmonarch,placed between him and 
to their fancy or their interest, the ways his slaves a distance so immense, that 
of that enigmatical being they made this proud master could not be by any 
him adore. For this purpose they ex- means' offended with the comparison; 
aggerated him more and more — neither that these distinctions rendered him 
time nor space, nor the entire of nature still greater; made him more powerful, 

could contain his immensity — every 

thing became an impenetrable mystery. ♦it is quite evident that every religion is 

Although man has originally borrowed founded upon the absurd principle, that man 

from himself the traits, the colours, the » obUged to accredit finally, that which he is 

primitive lineaments of which he com- Z w^^°^* complete mipossibihty of com- 

^ju-/^j uk^ UI.U J prehending. Accordmg even to theological 

posed his God ; although he has made motions, man, by his nature, must be iS an 

him a jealous powerful, vindictive inwruriftfe t^Tuwancc relatively \o ^issi 
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more manrelloos, more inaccessible to 
obseiradon. Man always entertains 
the idea, that what he is not in a con- 
dition to conceire. is mach more noble, 
much more respectable, than that which 
he has the capacity to comprehend : he 
imagines that his God, like tyrants, 
does not wish to be examined too 
closely. 

.These prejadices in man for the mar- 
rellous, appear to have been the source 
that gare birth to those wonderful, un- 
intelC^ble qualities with which theo- 
lo^ clothed the sovereign of the world. 
The inyincible ignorance of the hu- 
man mind, whose fears reduced him 
to despair, engendered those obscure, 
rague notions, with which he decorat- 
ed his God. He belieyed he could never 
displease him, provided he rendered 
him incommensurable, impossible to be 
compared with any thing of which he 
had a knowledge; either with that 
which was most sublime, or that which 
possessed the oea test magnitude. From 
hence the multitude of negative attri- 
butes with which ingenious dreamers 
have successively embellished their 
phantom Grod, to the end that they 
mi^ht more surely form a being distin- 
guished from all others, or which pos- 
sessed nothing in common with that 
which the human mind had the faculty 
of being acquainted with. 

The theological metaphysical attri- 
butes, were in fact nothing out pure ne- 
gations of the qualities found m man, 
or in those beings of which he has a 
knowledge; by these attributes their 
Grod was supposed exempted from eve- 
ry thing which they considered weak- 
ness or imperfection in him, or in the 
beings by whom he is surrounded. To 
say that Grod is infinite, as has been 
shown, is only to affirm, that unlike 
man, or the beings with whom he is 
acquainted, he is not circumscribed by 
the limits of space; this, however, is 
what he can never in any manner com- 
prehend, because he is himself finite.* 

♦ Hobbes, in his Leviatkany aaya : ''Whatso- 
ever we imagine, is finite. Therefore there is 
no idea, or conception of any thing we call 
infinite. No man can have m his mind an 
image of infinite magnitude, nor conceive in- 
finite swiftness, infimte time, infinite force, or 
infinite power. When we say any thing ia 
infinite, we signify only, that we are not able 
to conceive the ends and bound of the tlung 



When it b said that God is eternal, ii 
signifies he has not had, like man (u^like 
every thin^ that exists, a beginning, and 
that he wm never have an end : to say 
he is immutable, is to say that unlike ^ 
himself or every thing which he sees, 
God is not subject to change : to say he 
is immaterial, is to advance, that their ^ 
substance or essence is of a nature not 
conceivable by himself^ but which must 
from that very circumstance be totally 
different from every thing of which he 
has cognizance. 

It is from the confused collection of 
these n^ative qualities, that has re- 
sulted the theological God ; the meta- 
physical whole of which it is impos- 
sible for man to form to himself any 
correct idea. In this abstract being 
every thing is infinity — immensity — 
spirituality — omniscience — order — 
wisdom — intelligence — omnipotence. 
In combining these vague terms, or 
these modifications, the priests believ- 
ed they formed something, they extend- 
ed these qualities by thought, and they 
imagined they made a Grod, whilst they 
only composed a chimera. They im- 
agined that these perfections or these 
qualities must be suitable to this Grod, 
because they were not suitable to any 
thing of which they had a knowledge ; 
they believed that an incomprehensible 
being must have inconceivable quali- 
ties. These were the materials of which 
theolo^ availed itself to compose the 
inexplicable phantom before which they 
commanded the human race to bend 
the knee. 

Nevertheless, a being so vague, so 
impossible to be conceived, so incap- 
able of definition, so far removed from 
every thing of which man could have 
any knowledge, was but little cadcu- 
lated to fix his restless views; his 
mind requires to be arrested by quali- 
ties which he is capacitated to ascer- 
tain — of which he is in a condition to 
form a judgment. Thus after it had sub- 
tilized this metaphysical God, after it 

named, having no conception of the thing, 
but of our own inability." Sherlock says : 
" The word infinite is only a negation, which 
signifies that which has neither end, nor limits, 
nor extent, and, consequently, that which has 
no positive and determinate nature, and is 
therefore nothing ;" he adds, " that nothing 
but custom has caused this word to be adopt- 
ed, which without that would appear devoid 
of sense, and a co*-* "*•" 
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Had rendered him so different in idea, 
from every thing that acts upon the 
senses, theology found, itself under the 
necessity of again assimilating him t-o 
man, from whom it had so far removed 
him : it therefore again made him hu- 
man hy the moral qualities which it 
assigned him; it felt that without this 
it would not be able to persuade man- 
kind there could possibly exist any re- 
lation between nim and the vague, 
ethereal, fugitive, incommensurable be- 
ing they are called upon to adore. 
They perceived that this marvellous 
God was only calculated to exercise 
the imagination of some few thinkers, 
whose minds were accustomed to la- 
bour upon chimerical subjects, or to 
take words for realities; in snort it 
found, that for the greater number of the 
material children of the earth it was 
necessary to have a God more analo- 
gous to themselves, more sensible, 
more known to them. In consequence 
the Divinity was reclothed with human 
qualities; theology never felt the in- 
compatibility of these qualities with a 
being it had made essentially different 
from man, who consequently could 
neither have his properties, nor be 
modified like himself. It did not see 
that a God who was immaterial, desti- 
tute of corporeal organs, was neither 
able to think nor to act as material be- 
ings, whose peculiar organizations ren- 
der them susceptible of the qualities, 
the feelings, the will, the virtues, that 
are found in them. The necessity it 
felt to assimilate Grod to their worship- 
pers, to make an affinity between them, 
made it pass over witnout considera- 
tion these palpable contradictions, and 
thus theology obstinately continued to 
unite those incompatible qualities, that 
discrepance of character, which the 
human mind attempted in vain either 
to conceive or to reconcile: according 
to it, a pure spirit was the mover of the 
material world ; an immense being was 
enabled to occupy space, without how- 
ever excluding nature ; an immutable 
deity was the cause of those continual 
changes operated in the world : an om- 
nipotent being did not prevent those 
evils which were displeasing to him ; 
the source of order submitted to confu- 
sion : in short, the wonderful properties 
of this theological being every mo- 
ment contradicted themselves. 
No. VII.— 25 



There is not less discrepance^ less 
incompatibility^ less discordance m the 
human perfecticas, less contradiction 
in the moral qualities attributed to them, 
to the end that man might be enabled 
to form to himself some idea of this 
being. These were all said to be em/- 
ne7z//y possessed by Grod, although they 
every moment contradicted each other: 
by this means they formed a kind of 
patch-work character, a heterogenous 
being, entirely inconceivable, to man, 
because nature had never constructed 
any thing like him, whereby he was 
enabled to form a judgment. Man 
was assured that Grod was eminently 
good — that it was visible in aa nis 
actions. Now goodness is a known 
quality, recognisable in some beings of 
the human species ; this is, above every 
other, a property he is desirous to find 
in all those upon whom he is in a state 
of dependance ; but he is unable to be- 
stow the title of good on any among 
his fellows, except their actions pro- 
duce on him those effects which he ap- 
E roves — that he finds in unison with 
is existence — in conformity with his 
own peculiar modes of thinking. It 
was evident, according to this reason- 
ing, that God did not impress him with 
this idea ; he was said to be equally 
the author of his pleasures, as of his 
pains, whicL f^ere to be either secured 
or averted by sacrifices or prayers : but 
when man suffered by contagion, when 
he was the victim ot shipwreck, when 
his country was desolated by war, 
when he saw whole nations devoured 
by rapacious earthquakes, when he was 
a prey to the keenest sorrows, how 
could he conceive the bounty of that 
being? How could he perceive the 
order he had introduced into the world, 
while he groaned under such a mul- 
titude of calamities? How was he 
able to discern the beneficence of a 
Grod whom he beheld sporting as it were 
with his species ? How could he con- 
ceive the consistency of that being who 
destroved that which he was assured 
he had taken such pains to establish, 
solely for his own peculiar happiness ? 
What becomes of those final causes, 
which, witJiout any ground, they ffive as 
the most incontestable proof of the ex- 
istence of an omnipotent and wise God, 
who,neyertheless,can preserve his work 
only by destroying it, and wl*' ' ^^^^ 
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been able to give it all at once that de- 
gree of perfection and consistency, of 
which it was susceptible. God is said 
to have created the universe only for 
man, and was willing that, under him, 
he should be king of nature. Feeble 
monarch ! of whom a grain of sand, 
some atoms of bile, some misplaced 
humours, destroy at once the existence 
and the reign: yet thou pretendest that a 
irood God has made eirery thing for thee! 
Thcu desirest that the entire of nature 
should be thy domain, and thou canst 
not even defend thyself from the 
slightest of her shocks ! Thou makest 
to thyself a God for thyself alone ; 
thou supposest that he watcheth for thy 
preservation; thou supposest that he 
unceasingly occupieth himself only for 
thy peculiar happiness ; thou imagmest 
every tiling was made solely for thy 
pleasure ; and, following up thy pre- 
sumptuous ideas, thou bast the auda- 
city to call him good ! seest thou not 
that the kindness exhibited towards 
thee, in common with other beings, is 
contradicted ? Dost thou not see that 
those beasts which thou supposest sub- 
mitted to thine empire, frequently de- 
vour thy fellow-creatures ; that iSre con- 
sumeththem; that the ocean swallow- 
eth them up; that those elements of 
which thou admirest the order, fre- 
quently sweep them off the face of the 
earth? Dost thou not see that this 
power, which thou callest God. which 
thou pretendest laboureth only for thee, 
which thou supposest entirely occupied 
with thy species, flattered by thy hom- 
age, touched with thy prayers, cannot 
be called good, since he acts necessa- 
rily? Indeed, according to thy own 
ideas, dost thou not admit that thy God 
IS the universal cause of all, who must 
think of maintaining the great whole, 
from which thou hast so foolishly dis- 
tinguished him. Is he not then accord- 
ing to thyself, the God of nature — of 
the ocean — of rivers — of mountains — 
of the earth, in which thou occupiest 
so very small a space — of all those 
other globes that thou seest roll in the 
regions of space — of those orbs that 
revolve round the sun that enlightened 
thee? — Cease, then, obstinately to per- 
sist in beholding nothing but thyself 
in nature ; do not flatter thyself that 
the human race, which renew eth itself, 
which disappeareth like the leaves on 



the trees, can absorb all the care, can 
engross all the tenderness of the uni- 
versai being, who, according to thyself^ 
ruleth the destiny of all thin^. 

What is the human race compared 
to the earth ? What is this earth com- 
pared to the sun ? What is our sun 
compared to those myriads of sons 
which at immense distances occupy the 
regions of space ? not for the purpose 
of diverting thy weak eyes ; not with 
a view to excite thy stupid admiration, 
as thou vainly imaginest ; since multi- 
tudes of them are placed out of the 
range of thy visual organs, but to oc- 
cupy the place which necessity hatJi 
assigned tnem. Mortal, feeble and 
vain! restore thyself to thy proper 
sphere ; acknowledge every where the 
effect of necessity ; recognise in thy 
benefits, behold in thy sorrows, liie dii- 
ferent modes of action of those various 
beings endowed with such a variety 
of properties of which nature is the 
assemble ; and do not any longer 
suppose that its pretended mover can 
possess such incompatible qualities as 
would be the result of human views, 
or of visionary ideas, which have no 
existence but m thyself. 

Notwithstanding experience, which 
contradicts at each moment the benefi- 
cent views which man supposes in 
his God, theologians do not cease to 
call him good : when he complains of 
the disorders and calamities of which 
he is so frequently the victim, they as- 
sure him that these evils are only ap- 
parent: they tell him, that if his limit- 
ed mind were capable of fathoming the 
depths of divine wisdom and the treas- 
ures of his goodness, he would always 
find the greatest benefits to result from 
that which he calls evil. But in spite 
of these frivolous answers, man will 
never be able to find good but in those 
objects which impel him in a manner 
favourable to his actual mode of exist- 
ence ; he shall always be obliged to 
find confusion and evil in every thing 
that painfully affects him, even curso- 
rily : if God is the author of those two 
modes of feeling, so very opposite to 
each other, he must naturally conclude 
that this being is sometimes good and 
sometimes wicked ; at least, if he will 
not allow either the one or the other, 
it must be admitted that he acts neces- 

where man experi- 
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ences so much evil cannot be submit- 
ted to a God who is perfectly good ; 
on the other hand, a world where he 
A experiences so many benefits, cannot 
\ be governed by a wicked God. Thus 
he is obliged to admit of two principles 
equally powerful, who are in hostility 
with each other; or rather, he must 
agree that the same God is alternately 
kind and unkind ; this after all is no- 
thing more than avowing he cannot be 
otherwise than he is ; in this case is it 
not useless to sacrifice to him, to pray, 
seeing it would be nothing but destiny — 
the necessity of things submitted to 
invariable rules. 

In order to justify this God from the 
evils the human species experience, 
the deist is reduced to the necessity 
of calling them nunishments inflicted 
by a just God tor the transgressions 
of man. If so, man has the power to 
make his God sufier. To ofiend pre- 
supposes relations between the one 
who ofi*ends and another who is offend- 
ed; but what relations can exist be- 
tween the infinite being who has cre- 
ated the world and feeble mortals? 
To offend any one, is to diminish the 
sum of his happiness j it is to afflict 
him, to deprive him of something, to 
make him experience a painful sensa- 
tion. How is it possible man can ope- 
rate on the well-being of the omnipo- 
tent sovereign of nature, whose happi- 
ness is unalterable? How can the 
physical actions of a material sub- 
stance have any influence over an im- 
material substance, devoid of parts, 
having no point of contact ? How can 
a corporeal being make an incorporeal 
being experience incommodious sensa- 
tions? On the other hand, JMstice, 
according to the only ideas man can 
ever form of it, supposes a permanent 
disposition to render to each what is 
due to him ; the theologian will not 
admit that God owes any thing to man ; 
he insists that the benefits he bestows 
are all the gratuitous effects of his 
own goodness ; that he has the right 
to dispose of the work of his hands 
according to his own pleasure; to 
plunge it if he please into the abyss 
of misery. But it is easy to see, tnat 
according to man's idea oi justice, this 
does not even contain the shadow of it ; 
that it is, in fact, the mode of action 
adopted by what he calls the most fright- 



ful tyrants. How ihen can he be in/!u- 
ced to call God just who acts after this 
manner? Indeed, while he sees in- 
nocence suffering, virtue in tears, crime 
triumphant, vice recompensed, and at 
the same time is told the being whom 
theology has invented is the author, 
he will never be able to acknowledge 
them to have justice.* But, says the 
deist, these evils are transient; they 
will only last for a time: very well, 
but then your God is unjust, at least 
for a time. It is for their good that he 
chastises his friends. But if he is good, 
how can he consent to let them suffer 
even for a time ? If he knows every 
thing why reprove his favourites from 
whom he has nothing to fear ? If he 
is really omnipotent, why not spare 
them these transitory pains, and pro- 
cure them at once a durable and per- 
manent felicity ? If his power cannot 
be shaken, why make himself uneasy 
at the vain conspiracies they would 
form against him? 

Where is the man filled with kind- 
ness, endowed with humanity, who 
does not desire with all his heart to 
render his fellow-creatures happy ? If 
God really had man's qualitiei aug- 
mented, would he not by the sam' ••f*« 
soning, exercise his infinite pov - > 
render them all happy ? Nevertneiess 
we scarcely find any one who is perfect- 
ly satisfied with his condition on earth : 
for one mortal that enjoys, we behold 
a thousand who suffer ; lor one rich 
man who lives in the midst of abun- 
dance, there are thousands of poor who 
want common necessaries : whole na- 
tions groan in indigence, to satisfy the 
passions of some avaricious princes, 
of some few nobles, who are not there- 
by rendered more contented — who do 
not acknowledge themselves more for- 
tunate on that account. In short, un- 



* Dies deficiet si velim numerare guibus 
bonis male evenerU ; nee minus si commemo- 
rem quibus malis optime. 

Cicer. de Nat. Deor. lib. ill. 

If a virtuous king possessed the ring of 
Cfy^csy that is to sajr, had the faculty of ren- 
dering himself invisible, would he not make 
use of it to remedy abuses to reward the 
good, to prevent the conspiracies of the wick- 
ed, to mate order and happiness reien through- 
out his states 7 God is an invisible and ail- 
powerful monarch, nevertheless his states arc 
the theatre of crime, of confusion : he reme* 
dies nothing;. 
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der the dcminion of an omnipotent 
Qod, whose goodness is infinite, the 
earth is drenched with the tears of the 
miserable. What must be the infer- 
ence from all this ? That Grod is either 
negligent of, or incompetent to. his 
happiness. But the deist will tell vou 
ccolly, that the judgments of his Crod 
are impenetrable \ How do we under- 
stand this term ? Not to be taught — 
not to be informed — impervious — not 
to be pierced : in this case it would be 
an unreasonable question to inquire by 
what authority do you reason upon 
them ? How do you become acquamt- 
ed with these impenetrable mysteries? 
l^pon what foundation do you attribute 
virtues which you cannot penetrate? 
What idea do you form to yourself of 
a justice that never resembles that of 
man? 

To withdraw themselves from this, 
deists will affirm that the justice oi 
their Grod is tempered with mercy, with 
compassion, with goodness: these as^ain 
are human qualities : what, therefore, 
shall we understand by them ? What 
idea do we attach to mercy ? Is it not 
a derogation from the severe rules of 
an exact, a rigorous justice, which 
causes a remission of some part of a 
merited punishment? In a prince, 
clemency is either a violation of jus- 
tice, or the exemption from a too severe 
law: but the laws of a God infinitely 
good, equitable, and wise, can they 
ever be too severe, and, if immutable, 
can he alter them ? Nevertheless, man 
approves of clemency in a sovereign, 
when its too great facility does not be- 
come prejudicial to society ; he esteems 
it, because it announces humanity, 
mildness, a compassionate, noble soul; 
qualities he prefers in his governors to 
rigour, cruelty, inflexibility: besides, 
human laws are defective ; they are 
frequently too severe ; they are not 
competent to foresee all the circum- 
stances of every case : the punishments 
they decree are not always commen- 
surate with the ofience: he therefore 
does not always think them just ; but 
he feels very well, he understands dis- 
tinctly, that when the sovereign ex- 
tends his mercy, he relaxes from his 
justice — that if mercy be merited, the 
pomshment ought not to take place — 
that then its exercise is no longet 
clemencyj but justice : thus he feels, 



that in his fellow-creatures these twi 
qualities cannot exist at the same mo- 
ment. How then is he to form his 
judgment of a being who is represent- 
ed to possess both in the extremest 
degree ? 

They then say, well, but in the next 
world this Grod will reward you for all 
the evils you suffer in this: this, in- 
deed, is something to look to, if it had 
not been invented to shelter divine 
justice, and to exculpate him from 
those evils which he so frequently 
causes his greatest favourites to expe- 
rience in this world : it is there, debts 
tell us, that the celestial monarch will 

Erocure for his elect that unalterable 
appiness, which he has refused them 
on earth ; it is there he will indemnify 
those whom he loves for that transitory 
injustice, those afflicting trials, whicn 
he makes them suffer here below. In 
the meantime, is this invention calcu- 
lated to ^ive us those clear ideas suit- 
able to justify providence? If Qod 
owes nothing to his creatures, upon 
what ^ound can they expect, in a fu- 
ture life, a happiness more real, more 
constant, than that which they at pre- 
sent enjoy? It will be founded, say 
theologians, upon his promises contain- 
ed in his revealed oracles. But are 
they quite certain that these oracles 
have emanated from him? On the 
other hand, the system of another life 
does not justify this Grod for the most 
fleeting and transitory injustice j for 
does not injustice, even when it is 
transient, destroy that immutability 
which they attrioute to the Divinity ? 
In short, is not that omnipotent being 
whom they have made the author of 
all things, himself the first cause or 
accomplice of the offences which they 
commit against him ? Is he not the 
true author of evil, or of the sin which 
he permits, whilst he is able to prevent 
it ; and in this case can he, consistently 
with justice, punish those whom he 
himself renders culpable ? 

We have already seen the multitude 
of contradictions, the extravagant hy- 
potheses, which the attributes theology 
gives to its God, must necessarily pro 
duce. A being clothed at one time 
with so many discordant qualities, will 
always be undefinable ; they only pre- 
aeiiX a tx^vQ. oi v^'ea.'s* '^Vs.vik will de- 
stto^ e^^itk. o\)tket^ ^\A\a ^^Ya. ^^^^^* 
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quence remain a being of the imagina- 
tion. This God has, say they, created 
the heavens, the earth, and the crea- 
tures who inhabit it, to manifest his own 
peculiar glory : but a monarch who is 
superior tp all beings, who has neither 
rivals nor equals in nature, who cannot 
be compared to any of his creatures, 
is he susceptible of the desire of glory ? 
Can he fear to be debased and degrad- 
ed in the eyes of his fellow-creatures ? 
Has he occasion for the esteedi, the 
homage, or the admiration of men? 
The love of glory is in us only the de- 
sire of giving our fellow-creatures a 
high opinion of ourselves ; this passion 
is laudable, when it stimulates us to 
perform great and useful actions ; but 
more frequently it is only a weakness 
attached to our nature, it is only a de- 
sire in us to be distinguished from 
those beings with whom we compare 
ourselves. The Grod of whom they 
speak to us, ought to be exempt from 
this passion ; according to theology he 
has no fellow-creatures, he has no com- 
petitors, he cannot be offended with 
those ideas which we form of him. 
His power cannot suffer any diminu- 
tion, nothing is able to disturb his eter- 
nal felicity; must we not conclude 
from this that he cannot be either sus- 
ceptible of desiring glory, or sensible 
to the praises and esteem of men ? If 
this God is jealous of his prerogatives, 
of his titles, of his rank, and of his 
glory, wherefore does he suffer that so 
many men should offend him? Why 
does he permit so many others to have 
such unfavourable opinions of him? 
Why allows he others to have the 
temerity to refuse him that incense 
which is so flattering to his pride ? — 
How comes he to permit that a mortal 
like me, should dare attack his rights, 
his titles, and even his existence? It 
is in order to punish thee, you will say, 
for having made a bad use of his fa- 
vours. But why does he permit me to 
abuse his kindness ? Or why are not 
the favours which he confers on me 
sufficient to make me act agreeably to 
his views ? It is because he has made 
thee free. Why has he given me lib- 
erty, of which he must have foreseen 
that I should be inclined to make an 
improper use? Is it then a present 
worthy of his goodness, to give me a 
faculty that enables me to brave his 



omnipotence, to detach from him his 
adorers, and thus render myself eter- 
nally miserable ? Would it not havp. 
been much more advantageous for 
me never to have been born, or at 
least to have been placed in tne rank 
of brutes or stones, than to have been 
in despite of myself placed amongsi 
intelligent beings, there to exercise the 
fatal power of losing myself without 
redemption, by offending or mistaking 
the arbiter of my fate ? Had not Grod 
much better have shown hisomnipc- 
teirt goodness, and would he not have 
laboured mucn more efficaciously to 
his true glory, if he had obliged me to 
render him homage, and thereby to 
have merited an ineffable happiness? 

The system of the liberty of man, 
which we have already destroyed, was 
visibly imagined to wipe from the au- 
thor of nature the reproach which they 
must ofi'er him in being the author, the 
source, the first cause of the crimes of 
his creatures. In consequence of this 
fatal present given by a beneficent God. 
men, according to the sinister ideas of 
theoloffy, will for the most part be 
eternally punished for their faults in 
this world. Farfetched and endless 
torments are by the justice of a mer- 
ciful and compassionate God, reserved 
for fragile beings, for transitory offen- 
ces, for false reasonings, for involun- 
tary errours, for necessary passions, 
which depend on the temperament 
this Grod has ^iven them ; circumstan- 
ces in which he has has placed them, 
or, 'if they will, the abuse of this pre- 
tended liberty, which a provident God 
ought never to have accorded to beings 
capable of abusing it. Should we call . 
that father good, rational, just, clement, 
or compassionate, who should arm 
with a dangerous and sharp knife the 
hands of a petulant child, with whose 
imprudence he was acquainted, and 
who should punish him all his life, for 
having wounded himself with it? — 
Should we call that prince just, merci- 
ful, and compassionate, who did not 
proportion the punishment to the of- 
fence, who should put no end to the 
torments of that subject who in a state 
of inebriety should have transiently 
wounded his vanity, without however 
causing him any real injustice — ab«ve 
all, after having himself taken pains 
to intoxicate him? Should we look 
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apoii that monarch as all-powerful, 
whose dominions should be m such a 
Btaie of anarchy, thai, with the excep- 
tion of a small number of faithful sub- 
jects, all the others should have the 
power every instant to despise his 
laws, msult him, and frustrate his will ? 
O, theologians ! confess that your Grod 
is nothing but a heap of qualities, 
which form a whole as perfectly in- 
comprehensible to your mind as to 
mine ; by dint of overburdening him 
with incompatible qualities, ye have 
made him truly a chimera, wliich all 
your hypotheses cannot maintain in 
the existence you are anxious to give 
him. 

They will, however, reply to these 
difficulties, that goodness, wisdom, and 
justice, are, in God, qualities so emi- 
nent, or have such little similarity to 
ours, that they have no relation with 
these qualities when found in men. 
But I shall answer, how shall I form 
to myself ideas of these divine perfec- 
tions, if they bear no resemblance to 
those of the virmes which I find in 
my fellow-creatures, or to the disposi- 
tions which I feel in myself? if the 
justice of God is not that of men ; if 
It operates in that mode which men 
;all injustice, if his goodness, his clem- 
ency, and his wisdom do not manifest 
themselves by such signs, that we are 
able to recognise them ; if all his divine 
qualities are contrary to received ideas ; 
if in theology all the human actions 
are obscured or overthrown, how can 
mortals like myself pretend to an- 
nounce them, to have a knowledge of 
them, or to explain them to others? 
Can theology ^ive to the mind the in- 
effable boon ot conceiving that which 
no man is in a capacity to compre- 
hend ? Can it procure to its agents the 
marvellous facility of having precise 
ideas of a God composed of so many 
contradictory qualities? In short, is 
the theologian himself a Grod ? 

They silence us by saying, that God 
himself has spoken, that he has made 
himself known to men. But when, 
where, and to whom has he spoken Y 
Where are these divine oracles ? A 
hundred voices raise themselves in the 
same moment, a hundred hand^ show 
them to me in absurd nnd dis^corilant 
collections: I run them over, nnd 
through the wh6le I find that lh« titid 



of wisdom has spoken an obscure, in 
sidious, and irrational langnase. I see 
that the God of goodnessbBs been 
cruel and sangumary ; that the God of 
justice has been unjust and pBurtiaL 
has ordered iniquity ; that the God of 
mercies destines the most hideous 
punishments to the unhappy victims of 
his anger. Besides, obstacles present 
themselves when men attempt to verify 
the pretended relations of a Divinity, 
who, in two countries, has never literal- 
ly holden the same language ; who has 
spoken in so many places, at so many 
times, and always so variously, that he 
appears every where to have shown 
himself only with the determined de- 
sign of throwing the human mind into 
the strangest perplexity. 

Thus, the relations which they sup- 
pose between men and their Grod can 
only be founded on the moral qualities 
of this being ; if these are not known 
to men, they cannot serve them for mo- 
dels. It is needful that these qualities 
were natural in a known bein^ in order 
to be imitated; how can I imitate a 
Grod of whom the goodness and the 
justice do not resemble mine in any 
thing, or rather are directly contrary to 
that which I call either just or good ? 
If God partakes in nothing of that 
which forms jis. how can we even dis- 
tantly, propose to ourselves the imitat 
ing him, the resembling him, the fol- 
lowing a conduct necessary to please 
him by conforming ourselves to him ? 
What can in effect,De the motives of that 
worship, of that homage, and of that obe- 
dience, which we are told to render to the 
Supreme Being, if we do not establish 
them upon his goodness, upon his vera- 
city, upon his justice, in short, upon 
qualities which we are able to under- 
stand ? How can we have clear ideas 
of these qualities in God if they are no 
longer of the same nature as our own? 

They will no doubt tell us, that there 
cannot be any proportion between the 
creator and his work ; that the clay has 
no right to demand of the potter who 
has formed it, why have you fashion- 
ed me thus ? But if there be no propor- 
tion between the workman and his 
work ; if there be no analogy between 
tht»m, what can be the relations which 
will subsist between them? If Grodis 
ineorporated, how does he act upon bo- 
*' f r*~ real beings be 



IDEAS OF THEOLOGY. 



199 



able to act upon him, ofTeDd iiim, dis- 
turb his repose, excite in him emotions 
of anger ? If man is relatively to God 
only an earthen vase, this vase owes 
neither prayers nor thanks to the pot- 
ter for the form which he has been 
pleased to give it. If this potter irri- 
tates himself against his vase for hav- 
ing formed it badly, or for having ren- 
dered it incapable of the uses to which 
he had destined it, the potter, if he is 
not an irrational oeing, ought to take 
to himself the defects which he finds 
in it; he certainly has the power to 
break it, and the vase cannot prevent 
him ; it will neither have motives nor 
means to soften his anger, but will be 
obliged to submit to its destiny ; and 
the potter would be completely depriv- 
ed of reason if he were to punish his 
vase, rather than, by forming it anew, 
give it a figure more suitable to his de- 
signs. 

We see, that according to these no- 
tions, men have no more relation with 
God than stones. But if God owes 
nothing to men, if he is not bound to 
show them either justice or goodness, 
men cannot possibly owe any thing to 
him. We have no knowledge of any 
relations between beings which are not 
reciprocal ; the duties of men amongst 
themselves are founded upon their mu- 
tual wants ; if God has not occasion 
for them, they cannot owe him any 
thing, and men cannot possibly ofiend 
him. In the meantime, the authority 
of God can only be founded on the 
good which he does to men, and the 
duties of these towards Grod, can have 
no other motives than the hope of that 
happiness which they expect from him ; 
if ne does not owe them this happiness, 
all their relations are annihilated, and 
their duties no longer exist. Thus, in 
whatever manner we view the theolo- 
gical system, it destroys itself. Will 
theology never feel that the more it en- 
deavours to exalt its God, to exagge- 
rate his grandeur, the more incompre- 
hensible it renders him to us?- That 
the farther it removes him from man, 
or the more it debases this man, the 
more it weakens the relations which 
they have supposed between this God 
and him ; if the sovereign of nature is 
an infinite being and totally different 
from our species, and if man is only in 
hk eyes a worm or a speck of dirt, it is 



clear there cannot be any moral relo 
tions between two beings so little ana- 
logous to each other ; and again it is 
still more evident that the va>se which 
he has formed is not capable of reason- 
ing upon him. 

It is, however, upon the relation sub- 
sisting between man and his God that 
all worship is founded, and all the reli- 
gions of the world have a despotic 
God for their basis ; but is not despot- 
ism an unjust and unreasonable power? 
Is it not equally to undermine his good- 
ness, his justice, and his infinite wis* 
dom, to attribute to the Divinity the ex- 
ercise of. such a power ? Men in see- 
ing the evils with which they are fre- 
quently assailed in this world, without 
being able to guess by what means thev 
have deserved the divine anger, will 
always be tempted to believe that the 
master of nature is a sultan, who owes 
nothing to his subjects, who is not 
obliged to render them any account of 
his actions, who is not bound to con- 
form himself to any law, and who is 
not himself subjected to those rules 
which he prescribes for others ; who 
in consequence can be unjust, who has 
the right to carry his vengeance beyond 
all bounds ; in short, the theologians 
pretend that God would have the right 
of destroying the universe, and replun^- 
ing it into the chaos from whence his 
wisdom has withdrawn it ; whilst the 
same theologians, quote to us the order 
and marvellous arrangement of this 
world, as the most convincing proof of 
his existence.* 

In short, theology invests their Grod 
with the incommunicable privilege of* 
acting contrary to all the laws of nature 
and of reason, whilst it is upon his rea- 
son, his justice, his wisdom and his 
fidelity in the fulfilling his pretended 
engagements, that they are willing to 
establish the worship which we owe 
him, and the duties of morality. What 
an ocean of contradictions ! A being 
who can do every thing, and who owes 
nothing to any one, who, in his eternal 
decrees, can elect or reject, predesti- 
nate to happiness or to misery, who 
has the right of making men the play- 
things of his caprice, and to afflict them 

♦"We conceive, at least," Baya Doctor Caa- 
trillt "that God is able to overturn the universe, 
and replunge it into chaos." See his Defence 
qf Religion, Natural and Revealed. 
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CONFUSED AND CONTRADICTORY 

A'liliout rra<»n, who could go so far as pretend to establish our morals, or the 
ovi'ii lo dc'^inty and annihilate the uni- science of those duties ^"hich connect 
vrr^t'. i< ho not a tyrant or a demon ? as to the beings of our species. Bat 
i« tiuMt' any thin:; iiigre frightful than as his perfections and his goodnessare 
tht' luinu'diato ooiisciiuenoes to be contradicted very frequently and give 
drawn t'roiii those revolting ideas given place to weakness, to injustice, and to 
to tiH of their (Sod. by those who tell cruelties, we are obliged to pronoonce 
u^ to lo\e liiin, tu serve him, to imitate him changeable, fickle, capricious, ime- 
hnu, anil to otn'y his orders ? Would qual in his conduct, and in contnidic- 
it tiKi he a thousand times better tode- tion with himself, according to the va- 
|H'nil upon blind matter, upon a nature rious modes of action which they attri- 
desuinie o\' inielli^enee. ui>on chance, bute to him. Indeed, we sometimes 
ikr upon not bin;;, upon a God of stone see him favourable to, and sometimes 
or of wiHid, ihan upon a Goil who is . disposed to imure the human species; 
l.iMUi; snares for men. inviting them to sometimes a mend to reason and the 
iHin, and perniiiiini; them to commit ■ happiness of society ; sometimes he in- 
tho^e riinu's whii'li he eould prevent, ! terdicts the use or reason, he acts as 
lo the end I hat he may iiave the barba- 
rous pleasure of puni>hing them with- 
(tui measure, without utility to himself, 
wiihiMit eoirei'tion to them, and with- 
out tlu'ii" example servinij to reclaim 
oiIutn * A ^liKMuy terrour must neces- 
saiilv result from ilie idea of such a be- 
uij; ; hjs power will wrest from us 
uuM'h servile homa;r(> ; we shall rail 
liiiu >'.0(ul lo (lailer him or to disarm 
\\\> m.ilii'e ; but, without overturninir 
the esseui'e o\' ilun>;s, sueh a (lod will 
ne\er he ahle to make himself iK'luved 
h\ Us. \\iien we shall retleet that he 
owr* Us uoihm,>;, that he has the rii;ht 
ol' heiM': unjust, that he has the|H>wer 
to punish ills oreatures t'or makiin; a 
had ii-.e oi' the liherly which i)e«rrants 
them, Ol lor not having had ihal i;race 
\\ hirh he has been pleased to refuse 
ihnii 

I'hui, III supposiier thai i«od is not 
hoiiud towards Us |>v iiiiv rules, theolo- 
gian > visihl\ sap the roiindalion of all 
I ell;* ion. A tlieolojjY which assures us 
that t^)«l has lieen ahle lo create men 
Tor the purpose of rendering; them eter- 
nally miseialde, shows us nothin^x but 
an e\il and malietous irenius, whose 
malice is inctuiceivahle, and intinilely 
surpassi's the iTiielty of the most tle- 
praved heins.vs of <uir speeies. Such is 
nevertheless the (Sod which they have 
the conlidence lo propose for a model 



the enemy of all virtue, and he is flat- 
tered with seeing society disturbed. 
However, as we have seen mortals 
crushed by fear^ hardly ever daring to 
avow that their (5od was unjust or 
wicked, to persuade themselves that he 
authorized them to be so, it was con- 
cluded simply that every thing which 
they did according to his pretended 
order or with the view of pleasing him. 
was always good, however prejudicial 
it might otherwise appear in the eyes 
of reason. They supposed him the 
master of creating the just and the un- 
just, of changing good into evil, and 
(»vil into good, truth into falsehood, and 
falsehood into truth: in short, they gave 
him the right of changing the eternal 
essence of things ; they made this Grod 
superior to the laws of nature, of rea- 
son, and virtue; they believed they 
could never do wrong in following his 
j)rerepts, although thii most absurd, the 
most contrary to morals, the most oppo- 
site to good sense, and the most preju- 
dicial to the repose of society. With 
such principles do not let us be sur- 
prised at those horrours which religion 
causes to be committed on the earth. 
The most atrocious religion was the 
most consistent.* 



• The modem religion of Europe has visibly 
cnused more ravaires and troubles than any 
other known superstition ; it was in that re- 



to till' human species ! Such is the . - , . . .^ . . , ^. 

,v. . ■ I • I ■ I I I .1 em»ct very consistent with Its pnnciples. They 

Diymity \yhich is adored even by those | ,;,„y ^,,lf pleach tolerance and mildness ii 

natUMis who hoasl ot henig the most i the name of a despotic God, who alone has a 
enlightened in this world ! ri^ht to the homage of the earth, who is ex- 

It is however upon the moral char- tremely jealous, who wills that they should 
ii..f.»r nf thi» niv'iiiitv that i^ to aav wlinit some doctrmes, who punishes cruelly 
ULter ot ine UiViUlty, mat IS to say, for erroneous opinions, whoxlemands zeal from 
upon his goodness, his wisdom, his hjg adorers, such a God must make fanati- 
equity, and his love of order, that they [ cp' -tors of all nnnniatcnt men. The 



IDEAS OF THEOLOGY. 



261 



In founding morals upon the immoral 
character of a God, who changes his 
conduct, man will never be able to as- 
certain what conduct he ought to pur- 
sue with regard lo that which he owes 
to God, or to others. Nothing then was 
more dangerous than to persuade him 
there existed a being superior to nature, 
before whom reason must remain silent ; 
to whom, to be happy hereafter, he 
must sacrifice every thing here. His 
pretended orders, and his example must 
necessarily be much stronger than the 
precepts of human morals ; the adorers 
of this God, cannot then listen to na- 
ture and good sense, but when by 
chance they accord with the caprice of 
their God, m whom they suppose the 
power of annihilating the invariable 
relation of beings, of changing reason 
into folly, justice into injustice, and 
even crime into virtue. By a conse- 
quence of these ideas, the religious 
man never examines the will and the 
conduct of this celestial despot accord- 
ing to ordinary rules; every inspired 
man that comes from him, and those 
-^/ho shall pretend they are charged 
with interpreting his oracles, will al- 
ways assume the right of rendering 
him irraiional and criminal; his first 
duty will always be to obey his God 
without murmuring. 

Such are the fatal and necessary con- 
sequences of the moral character which 
they give to the Divinity, and of the 
opinion which persuades mortals ihey 
ought to pay a blind obedience to the 
absolute sovereign whose arbitrary and 
fluctuating will regulates all duties. 
Those who first had the confidence to 
tell men, that in matters of religion, it 
was not permitted them to consult their 
reason, nor the interests of society, 
evidently proposed to themselves to 
make them the sport of the instruments 
of their own peculiar wickedness. It 

theology of the present day is a subtile ven- 
om, calculated to infect all by the importance 
which attached to it. By aint of metaphy' 
sics, modem theologians nave become syste- 
matically absurd and wicked: by once ad- 
mitting the odious ideas which they gave of 
the Divinity, it was impossible to make them 
understand that they ought to be humane, 
equitable, pacific, indulgent, or tolerant ; they 
pretended and proved that these humane and 
social virtues, were not seasonable in the cause 
of religion, and would be treason and crimes 
m the eyes of the celestial Monarch, to whom 
every thing ought to be sacrificed. 
No. VIL— 26 



is from this radical errour, then, that 
have sprung all those extravagances, 
which the different religions have in- 
troduced upon the earth ; that sacred 
fury which has deluged it in blood; 
those inhuman persecutions which have 
so frequently desolated nations; in 
short, all those horrid tragedies, of 
which the name of the Most High nave 
the cause and the pretext. Whenever 
they have been desirous to render men 
unsociable^ they have cried out that it 
was the will of God they should be so. 
Thus the theologians themselves have 
taken pains to caluminate and to de- 
fame the phantom which they have 
erected upon the ruins of human rea- 
son, of a nature well knov/n, and a thou- 
sand times preferable to a tyrannical 
God, whom they render odious to every 
honest man. These theologians are the 
true destroyers of their own peculiar 
idol, by the contradictory qualities 
which they accumulate on him : it is 
these theologians, asw^e shall yet prove 
in the sequel, who render morals uncer- 
tain and fluctuating, by founding them 
upon a changeable ana capricious God, 
much more frequently unjust and cruel, 
than good: it is they who overturn 
and annihilate him, by commanding 
crime, carnage, and barbarity, in the 
name of the sovereign of the universe, 
and who interdict us the use of reason, 
which alone ought to regulate all our 
actions and ideas. 

However, admitting for a moment 
that God possesses all the human vir 
tues in an infinite degree of perfection, 
we shall presently be obliged to ac- 
knowlcfdge that he cannot connect them 
with those metaphysical, theological, 
and negative attributes, of which we 
have already spoken. If God is a 
spirit, how can he act like man, who is 
a corporeal being ? A pure spirit sees 
nothing ; it neither hears our prayers 
nor our cries, it cannot be conceived to 
have compassion for our miseries, be- 
ing destitute of those organs by which 
the sentiments of pity can be excited 
in us. He is not immutable, if hi^ dis- 
position can change : he is not wjinite, 
if the totality of nature, without being 
him, can exist conjointly with him ; he 
is not omnipotent, if he permits^ or if 
he does not prevent /disorder m the 
world : he is not omnipresent, if he is 
not in the man who sins.^ oy if ViaV* 
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at the moment in which he commits | 
the sin. Thus, in whatever manner ! 
we cons^ider this Grod, the human quali- 
ties which they assign him, necessarily 
destroy each other; and these same 
tjualities cannot, in any possible man- 
ner, combine themselves with the su- 
pernatural attributes given him by 
theolo^. 

With respect to the pretended reve- 
lation of the will of Gfod, far from be- 
ing a proof of his goodness, or of his 
commiseration for men, it would only 
be a proof of his malice. Indeed, all 
revelation supposes the Divinity guilty 
of leaving the human species, during a 
considerable time, unacquainted with 
truths the most important to their hap- 
piness. This revelation, made to a 
small number of chosen men, would 
moreover show a partiality in this bemg^ 
an unjust predilection but little compa- 
tible with the goodness of the common 
Father of the human race. This reve- 
lation destroys also the divine immu- 
tability, since, by it, Grod would have 
permitted at one time, that men should 
oe ignorant of his will, and at another 
time, that they should be instructed in 
it. This granted, all revelation is con- 

nto the notions which they give us 
e justice or of the goodness of a 
Grod, who they tell us is immutable, 
and who, without having occasion to 
reveal himself, or to make himself 
known to them by miracles, could easily 
instruct and convince men, and inspire 
them with those ideas, which he de- 
sires ; in short, dispose of their minds 
and of their hearts. What if we should 
examine in detail all those pretended 
revelations, which they assure us have 
been made to mortals ? We shall see 
that this God only retails fables unwor- 
thy of a wise being ; acts in them, in 
a manner contrary to the natural no- 
tions of equity; announces enigmas 
and oracles impossible to be compre- 
hended ; paints himself under traits in- 
compatible with his infinite perfections; 
exacts puerilities which degrade him 
in the eyes of reason ; deranges the 
order which he has established in na- 
ture, to convince creatures, whom he 
will never cause to adopt those ideas, 
those sentiments, and that conduct, 
with which he would inspire them. In 
short, we shall find, that God has never 
manifested himself, but to announce 



inexplicable mysteries, onintelligiliie 
doctrines, ridiculous practices ; to throw 
the human mind into fear, distrust, per 
plexity. and above aU, to fiimisn a 
never-failing source of dispute to mor- 
tals.* 

We see, then, that the ideas which 
theology gives us of the Divinity will 
always be confused and incompatible, 
and will necessarily disturb the repose 
of human nature. These 6bscure no- 
tions^ these vague speculations, would 
be of great indifference, if men did not 
regard their reveries on this unknown 
being, upon whom they believe they 
depend, as important, and if they did 
not draw from them conclusions perni- 
cious to themselves. As they never 
will have a common and fixed standard, 
whereby to form a judgment on this 
being, to whom various and diversely 
modified imaginations have given birth, 
they will never be able either to under- 
stand each other, or to be in accord with 
each other upon those ideas they shall 
form to themselves of him. From 
hence, that necessary diversity of reli- 
gious opinions, which, in all ages, has 
given rise to the most irrational disputes 
which they always look upon as very 
essential, and which has consequently 
always interested the tranquillity of na- 
tions. A man with a heated imagina- 
tion, will not accommodate himself to 
the God of a phlegmatic and tranquil 
man ; and infirm, bilious, discontented 
man, will never see this Grod in the 
same point of view as he who enjoys 
a constitution more sound, whence com- 
monly results gayety, contentment, and 
peace. An equitable, kind, compas- 
sionate, tender-hearted man, will not 
delineate to himself the same portrait 
of his God, as the man who is of a 

♦ It is evident that oil revelation, which is 
not clear, or which teaches mysteries^ cannot 
be the work of a wise and intelligent being : 
as soon as he speaks, we ought to presume, 
it is for the purpose of being understood by 
those to wliom he manifests himself. To 
speak so as not to be anderstood, only shows 
folly or want of good faith. It i8> then, very 
clear, that all things which the priesthood 
have called mysteries, are inventions, made 
to throw a thick veil over their own peculiar 
contradictions, and their own peculiar ignor- 
ance of the Divinity. But they think to 
solve all difficulties by saying it is a mystery ; 
taking care, however, that men shouldf know 
nol^iffvg oi OaaX v^cvaw^'eA. ^c«sv!ca^ of which 
\ t^ey YiaNe Td'oAfi \^«\xva^^<& ^<& ^ss^'i'iicBriKitk. 
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harsh, unjust, inflexible, wicked char- 
acter. Each individual will modify his 
God after his own peculiar manner of 
existing, after his own mode of think- 
ing, according to his particular mode 
of feeling. A wise, honest, rational 
man will never figure to himself that a 
God can be unjust and cruel. 

Nevertheless, as fear necessarily pre- 
sided at the formation of those Grods 
man set up for the object of his wor- 
ship ; as the ideas of the Divinity was 
always associated with that of terrour ; 
as the recollection of sufferings, which 
he attributed to Grod, often made him 
tremble; frequently awakened in his 
mind the most afflicting reminiscence ; 
sometimes filled him with inquietude, 
sometimes inflamed his imagination, 
sometimes overwhelmed him with dis- 
may. The experience of all ages proves, 
that this vague name became the most 
important of all considerations— was 
the affair which most seriously occu- 
pied the human race: that it every 
where spread consternation — produced 
the most frightful ravages, by the deli- 
rious inebriation resulting from the 
opinions with which it intoxicated the 
mind. Indeed, it is extremely difficult 
to prevent habitual fear, which of all 
human passions is the most incommo- 
dious, from becoming a dangerous lea- 
ven, which, in the long run, will sour, 
exasperate, and give malignancy to the 
most moderate temperament. 

If a misanthrope, in hatred of his 
I ace, had formed the project of throw- 
ing man into the greatest perplexity — 
if a tyrant, in the plenitude of his un- 
ruly desire to punish, had sought out 
the most efficacious means; could 
either the one or the othei* have ima- 
gined that which was so well calculat- 
ed to gratify their revenge, as thus to 
occupy him unceasingly with being not 
only unknown to him, but which can 
never be known, which, notwithstand- 
ing, they should be obliged to contem- 
plate as the centre of all their thoughts 
— as the only model of their conduct — 
as the end of all their actions — as the 
subject of all their research — as a 
t j-ing of more importance to them than 
life itself, upon which all their present 
felicity, all their future happiness, must 
necessarily depend ? If man was sub- 
jected to an absolute monarch,to a sultan 
who should keep himself secluded from 



his subjects ; who followed no rule but 
his own desires ; who did not feel hini- 
self bound by any duty; who could 
for ever punish the offences committed 
against him ; whose fury it was easy 
to provoke ; who was irritated even by 
the ideasj the thoughts of his subjects ; 
whose displeasure might be incurred 
without even their own knowledge; 
the name of such a sovereign would 
assuredly be sufficient to carry trouble, 
to spread terrour, to diffuse consterna- 
tion into the very souls of those who 
should hear it pronounced ; his idea 
would haunt them every where — would 
unceasingly afflict them — would plunge 
them into despair. What tortures would 
not their mind endure to discover this 
formidable being, to ascertain the secret 
of pleasing him ! What labour would 
not their imagination bestow, to disco- 
ver what mode of conduct might be 
able to disarm his anger ! What fears 
would assail them, lest they might not 
have justly Jiit upon the means of as- 
suaging his wrath! What disputes 
would they not enter into upon the na- 
ture, the qualities of a ruler, equally 
unknown to them all ! What a variety 
of means would not be adopted, to find 
favour in his eyes ; to avert his chas- 
tisement ! 

Such is the history of the effects the 
name of God has produced upon the 
earth. Man has always been panic- 
struck at it, because he never was able 
to form any correct opinion, any fixed 
ideas upon the subject ; because every 
thing conspired either to give his idea* 
a fallacious turn, or else to keep his 
mind in the most profound ignorance ; 
when he was willing to set himself 
right, when he was sedulous to exam- 
ine the path which conducted to his 
felicity, when he was desirous of pro- 
bing opinions so consequential to his 
peace, involving so much mystery, yet 
combining both his hopes and his rears, 
he was forbidden to employ the only 
proper method — his reason^ guided by 
his experience; he was assured this 
would be an offence the most indelible. 
If he asked, wherefore his reason had 
been given him, since he was not to 
use it m matters of such high behest ? 
he was answered, those were mysteries 
of which none but the initiated could 
be informed ; that it sufficed for him to 
know, that the reason which he s<" 
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^'J f.:«T.!y • rrl/*-, ?■. ri^h h* b*ld in «o be wa« retomed to hi? kindred dasi; 
m :• fi *'•'•-'::« "ii^^^ ixi* r^j^x daxx2^r:*u^ tyrannical opinion bound him festui 
enemy— .'j:- ::. -t ir:T#.>rate. !n:»*t de- ber massire feners: a prey lo the ict- 
lerriiibf'i f i^. He i« i>ld that hemu^t roars with which he was inspired, he 
beli«;r4^ in G •d. n 'jt que^tivn the mission appeared to hare come upon the eaith 
of xU*t pn«r«t- : :n -hvrL that he had for no ether purpose than to dream- 
nothing to tifj with ;h«r laws he impof- with no other desire than to groan- 
ed, ^ut \<j *^'*r\ them: when he then with no other motires than to sigh; 
ref|uired thai tne«e hw< mi^ht at least his onlv riew seemed to be to injure 
be made comprehensible to him; that himself; to depnre himself of erery 
he mi;;ht \t^: placed in a capacity U> un- rational pleasure ; to embitter his own 
dfr'ttafid ih'-m: the old answer was existence; to distmb the felicitr of 
returned, that they were mysteries; others. Thus, abject, slothful, ina- 
he muot not inquire into them. Thus tionaL be frequentlT became wicked, 
he had nothin:; steady: nothing per- under the idea of Joing honour to his 
maneutf whereby tu guide his steps; God; becaase ther instilled into his 
like a blind man left to himself in the mind that it was his duty to avenge his 
ttreettf. he wa< obliged to grope his cause, to sustain his honoar, to prc^pa- 
way at the peril of hi*) exi<:tence. This gate his worship, 
will servf to show the urgent necessity Mortals were prostrate from race to 
there in for truth to throw Its radiant lus- race, before vain idols to which fear 
tre on Hystemt big with c'omuch import- had given birth in the bosom of igno- 
ance; that are so calculated to corrobo- ranee, during the calamities of the 
rail' the aniino'titiex. to confirm the bit- earth; they tremblingly adored phan- 
terne<«M of houI, between those whom toms which credulity had placed m the 
iiutun* intended should always act as recessesof their own brain, where they 
briithiTH. found a sanctuary which time only 
Hy \\\v magical charms with which served to strengthen; nothing could 
tluH (2ck1 was surrounded, the human undeceive them; nothing was compe- 
K|tf*(;ifs has remained either as if it tent to make them feel, it was them- 
Wiis beiiunilNfd, in a state of stupid ^ selves they adored — that they bent the 
ii|tiiihv, (>r els(* it has become furious ■ knee before their own work — that they 
wiih i':inatiri<«in: soinetimes, despond- I terrified themselves with the extrava 



iiiK with leiir, man cringed like a slave 
wild bcmU under the scourge of an in- 
exniuble muster, always ready to strike 
hini : he trembled under a yoke made 
ton p«iitilerons I'ur his strength: he lived 
lit coiiiiiiual ilreiul of u vengeance he 
Nvit> uiiciMisii)>(lv striving to appease, 
wiilioui rver knowing when he had 
*ucrer«leil : its lii* wiis always bathed 
lu l«Mtii. cotttinually enveloped in mis- 
eiv a-i lie wa * nevt»r nernutted to lose 
tiii{lii ol' hit tears as he was continu- 
fillv o\hoiit«d to nourish his alarm, he 
eoiilil neiiltev labottr tor his own happi- 
no^i nor ronliilaite to that of others; 
noilnnq eouM exhilarate him ; he be- 
emne the enemv of himself, the perse- 
eniot ol \\\'^ I'ellow cr<Mitures, heiMiuse 
In-* leluMtN here l»el«>w was interdicted; 
ho pa •-•ed l\i*« tinte iu heaving the most 
Intioi -aihs; hiN lea^on being torbidden 
\\\\\\, he tell into either a state of in- 
raue\ or delniinu, which submitted 
hnn tiMUillunitN ; he was destined to 
lhi-« '«et'Vitudo ^l^un the hour he quitted 
iu** nutlhev'^ woiub, mttil that in which 



^nt pictures they had themselves de- 
lineated : they obstinately persisted in 
prostrating themselves, m perplexing 
themselves, in trembling; they even 
made a crime of endeavouring to dis- 
sipate their fears; they mistook the 
production of their own folly ; their 
conduct resembled that of children, 
who having disfigured their own fea- 
tures, become afraid of themselves 
when a mirror reflects the extravagance 
they have committed. These notions 
so afflicting for themselves, so grievous 
to others, have their epoch in the ca- 
lamitous idea of a God ; they will con- 
tinue, perhaps augment, until their 
mind, enlightened by discarded reason, 
ilhimined by truth, shall attach no 
more importance to this unintelligible 
word ; until man, bursting the chains 
of superstition, taking a rational view 
of that which surrounds him, shall no 
longer refuse to contemplate nature 
under her true character ; shall no Ion • 
ger persist in refusing to acknowledge 
she contains within herself the cause 
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of that wonderful phenomena which 
strikes on the dazzled optics of man : 
until thoroughly persuaded of the weak- 
ness of their claims to the homage of 
mankind, he shall make one simulta- 
neous, mighty effort, and overthrow the 
altars ot God and his priests. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Examinaiion of the Proofs of the Existence 
of the Divinity^ as given by Clarke. 

The unanimity of man in acknow- 
ledging the Divinity, is commonly 
looked upon as the strongest proof of 
his existence. There is not, it is said, 
any people on the earth who have not 
some ideas, whether true or false, of 
an all-powerful agent who governs the 
world. The rudest savages, as well 
as the most polished nations, are equal- 
ly obliged to recur by thought to the 
first cause of every thing that exists ; 
thus it is affirmed, the cry of nature 
herself ought to convince us of the 
existence of a God, of which she has 
taken pains to engrave the notion in 
the minds of men : they therefore con- 
clude, that the idea of God is innate. 
But if this existence rests upon no bet- 
ter foundations than the unanimity of 
man on this subject, it is not placed 
upon so solid a rock as those who make 
this asseveration may imagine: the 
fact is, man is not generally agreed up- 
on this point ; if he was, superstition 
could have no existence ; the idea of 
God cannot be innate^ because, inde- 
pendent of the proofs offered on every 
side of the almost impossibility of in- 
nate ideas, one simple fact will set 
such an opinion for ever at rest, except 
with those who are obstinately deter- 
mined not to be convinced by even 
their own arguments : if this idea was 
innate, it must be every where the 
same ; seeing that that which is ante- 
cedent to man's being, cannot have 
experienced the modifications of his 
existence, which are posterior. Even 
if it were waived, that the same idea 
should be expected from all mankind, 
but that only every nation should have 
their ideas alike on this subject, expe- 
rience will not warrant the assertion, 
since nothing can be better established 
than that the idea is not uniform even in 
the same town ; now this would be an 



insuperable quality in an innate idea. 
It not unfrequently happens, that in the 
endeavour to prove loo much, that 
which stood firm before the attempt is 
weakened ; thus a bad advocate fre- 
quently injures a good cause, although 
he may not be able to overturn the 
rights on which it is rested. It would, 
therefore, perhaps, come nearer to the 
point if it was said, that the natural 
curiosity of mankind has in all ages, 
and in all nations, led him to seek after 
the primary cause of the phenomena 
he behofds ; that owing to the varia- 
tions of his climate, to the difference 
of his organization, the greater or less 
calamity he has experienced, the vari- 
ety of his intellectual faculties, and the 
circumstances under which he has been 
placed, man has had the most opposite, 
contradictory, extravagant notions of 
this Divinity. 

If disengaged from prejudice, we an- 
alyze this proof, we shall see that the 
universal consent of man, so diffused 
over the earth, actually proves little 
more than that he has been in all coun- 
tries exposed to frightful revolutions, 
experienced disasters, been sensible to 
sorrows of which he has mistaken the 
physical causes ; that those events to 
which he has been either the victim or 
the witness, have called forth his ad- 
miration or excited his fear ; that for 
want of being acquainted with the 
powers of nature, for want of under- 
standing her laws, for want of compre- 
hending her iafinite resources, for want 
of knowing the effects she must neces- 
sarily produce under given circum- 
stances, he has believed these pheno- 
mena were due to some secret agent 
of which he has had vague ideas — 
to beings whom he has supposed con- 
ducted themselves after his own man- 
ner ; who were operated upon by simi- 
lar motives with himself. 

The consent then of man in acknow- 
ledging a God, proves nothing, except 
that in the bosom of ignorance he has 
either admired the phenomena of na- 
ture, or trembled under their influence ; 
that his imagination was disturbed by 
what he beheld or suffered; that he 
has sought in vain to relieve his per- 
plexity, upon the unknown cause of the 
phenomena he witnessed, which fre- 
quently obliged him to quake with tei- 
rour: the imagination of the human 
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rin* ha< tanoured variously upon these 
iMU«i'% which have alino<t always: heen 
inroiuprvhensible to him ; although 
firry ihiiifif confessed his ignorance, 
hi< inahility to detine this cause, yet 
h«' i!);iintainod that he was assured of 
lU rxi«*teiioe ; when pressed, he spoke 
nl' :i vpirii, (a word to which it was 
unpii^^il>le to attach any determinate 
idi'M.) which taught nothing but the 
](loili. which evidenced nothing but the 
stiipiditv ot'tho^i* who pronounced it. 

If ouirht. however, not to excite any 
•'Urpri^i* that man i-^ incapable of form- 
iujr any Nuhstaniive ideas save of those 
ihiM'.r^ which art. or which have here- 
ttifiTo acted upi>n hi* senses; it is very 
evhb'nt that the only objects compe- 
tent to move hi** orjjan'* are material — 
thai ni>nc but phv*«ical beings can fur- 
nish him with ideas — a truth which 
hp« bi on rendered sulHciently clear in 
the fonimcncenuMU o( this work, not 
to need rtn\ turiher primt'. It will suf- 
(ioc ihi'n'fon* to »iay. that the idea of 
Uoi) iv not an innate, but an acquired 
i».Mi,»n: ihai it is the very nature of 
ihi« notion to vary tmm age to age; 
lo diiJci in one country' lrL>m another; 
I.' br \io>xed \ariou'ily by individuals. 
\\\\w do I «.a\ t It is. in tact, an idea 
b«i^l!\ ex I'l constant in the same mor- 
\\\ 'V\\\> ili\risii\. (his tlucuiation, 
ihii«hnKc. siainp* it with the true 
ch u )i ^^^ ^^( AW i\y\\\\\\VK\ opiuiou. On 
<!»*• ^*l'w\ h.uid, ihc Htr\mijCNt priHif that 
\ AW W .(.bincrd ibai thc^o ideas are 
lotiu.U'.t w\ »MiN»\n. is. that man by de- 
1^ »%■»'« \\.\x ^^\\\^\\ at ivrlcciioning all 
^^» 1, »ii\, »', » hich baxc any known 
oImt, » : t.M ih,n b,ivis. \Vhil<l the sci- 
V Ml » .M »Um»\\» h;\s not advanced: it 
»• »U»iv».i »UM\ whciv at the same 
I'i'oo www \\ww\ i^)uallv undecided 
\»»» «hu* 4»tb.io» » . th\wo who have most 
o« KiipitsI ihtu\M'l\e« with it. have ef- 
tivud livii liule » iho\ mmmu. indeed, 
i.oh\ » »v» Ui»\o uMuleivd the primitive 
uba. w\.\w iou)\cd to hiiUM^It* on thi» 
hi. ill luv^u^ \*b j\'niv 

\» .Miin\ .S9\\ ii (lAcd of' num. what 
i» ihv i^td bolv^tv whom ho ph>strate.'* 
liUii cU (ouhwith hi« »»eniimenls nn» 
diudrd In \w\W\ ihai hi^ opinions 
should bo m mvohl. \\ w\»\ild be h»qui- 
!>iu' that unibmn ide***, analovrous nen- 
"sittiuu^, uuviiued peiccplion*. j»hould 
c\cis wlu'ut buvi* ijixcn birth it» his* 
uoiiiuu upon thin kubjeet: but ibiH 



would suppose organs perfectly simi- 
lar, modified by sensations which have 
a perfect affinity : this is what could 
not happen : because man, essentiaUy 
different by his temperament, who is 
found under circumstances completely 
dissimilar, must necessarily have a 
great diversity of ideas upon objects 
which each individual contemplates so 
variously. Agreed in some general 
points, each made himself a God after 
nis own manner ; he feared him, he 
served him, after his own mode. Thus 
the God of one man, or of one nation, 
was hardly ever that of another man, 
or of anotner nation. The God of a 
savage, unpolished people^ is com- 
monR* some material object, upon 
which the mind has exercised itself 
but little ; this Grod appears very ridicu- 
lous in the eyes of a«more polished 
community, whose minds have labour- 
ed more intensely upon the subject. A 
spiritual Grod, whose adorers despise 
the worship paid by the savage to a 
coarse, material object, is the subtile 
production of the brain of thinkers, 
who, lolling in the lap of polished so- 
ciety quite at their leisure, have deeply 
raetlitated, have long occupied them- 
selves with the subject. The theolo- 
gical God, although incomprehensible, 
1.5 the last effort of the human imagi- 
nation ; it is to the God of the savage, 
what an inhabitant of the city of Sy- 
baris, where eft'eminacy and luxury 
reiffned, where pomp and pageantry 
had reached their climax, clothed witK 
a curiously embroidered purple habit 
of silk, was to a man either quite na- 
ked, or simply covered with the skin 
of a beast, perhaps newly slain. It is 
only in civilized societies, that leisure 
atVords the opportunity of dreaming — 
that ease procures the facility of reason- 
ins;; in these associations, idle specula- 
tors meditate, dispute, form metaphys- 
ics : t)ie faculty of thought is almost void 
in the savage, who is occupied either 
with hunting, with fishing, or with the 
means of procuring a very precarious 
subsistence by dint of almost incessant 
lalHHir. The generality of men, even 
among us, have not more elevated no- 
tions of the Divinity, have not analyzed 
him more than the savage. A spirit- 
ual, immaterial Grod, is formed only 
to occupy the leisure of some subtile 
have nrt nnnasion to labour 
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for a subsistence. Theology, although 
a science so much vaunted, considered 
so important to the interests of man, 
is only useful to those who live at the 
expense of others; or of those who 
arrogate to themselves the privilege of 
thinking for all those who labour. — 
This futile science becomes, in some 
polished societies, who are not on that 
account more enlightened, a branch of 
commerce extremely advantageous to 
Its professors, but equally unprofitable 
to the citizens; above all when these 
have the folly to take a very decided 
interest in their unintelligible opin- 
ions. 

What an infinite distance between 
an unformed stone, an animal, a star, 
a statue, and the abstracted Deity, 
which theology has clothed with attri- 
butes under which it loses sight of 
him itself! The savage without doubt 
deceives himself in the object to which 
he addresses his vows ; like a child he 
is smitten with the first object that 
strikes his sight — that operates upon 
him in a lively manner ; like the in- 
fant, his fears are alarmed by that from 
which he conceives he has either re- 
ceived an injury or suffered disgrace ; 
still his ideas are fixed by a substan- 
tive being, by an object which he can 
examine by his senses. The Lapland- 
er who adores a rock — the negro who 
prostrates himself before a monstrous 
serpent, at least see the objects they 
adore. The idolater falls upon his 
knees before a statue, in which he be- 
lieves there resides some concealed 
virtue, some powerful quality, which 
he judges may be either useful or pre- 
judicial to himself; but that subtile 
reasoner, called a theologian, who in 
consequence of his unintelligible sci- 
ence, believes he has a right to laugh 
at the savage, to deride the Laplander, 
to scoff at the negro, to ridicule the idol- 
iter, does not perceive that he himself 
IS prostrate before a being of his own 
imagination, of which it is impossible 
he should form to himself any correct 
idea, unless, like the savage, he re-en- 
ters into visible nature, to clothe him 
with qualities capable of being brought 
within the range of his comprehen- 
sion. 

Thus the notions on the Divinity, 
which obtain credit even at the present 
day, are nothing more than a general 



terrour diversely acquired, variously 
modified in the mind of nations, which, 
do not tend to prove, any thin^, save 
that they have received them from their 
trembling, ignoraut ancestors. These 
Grods have been successively altered, 
decorated, subtilized, by those thinkers, 
those legislators, those priests, who 
have meditated deeply upon them ; 
who have prescribed systems of wor- 
ship to the uninfornied; who have 
avsiiled themselves of their existing 
prejudices, to submit them to their 
yoke ; who have obtained a dominion 
over their minds by seizing on their 
credulity — by making them participate 
in their errdurs — by working on their 
fears; these dispositions will always 
be a necessary consequence of man's 
ignorance, when steeped in the sorrows 
of his heart. 

If it be true, as asserted, that the 
earth has never witnessed any nation 
so unsociable, so savage, to be without 
some form of religious worship — who 
did not adore some Grod — but little Will 
result from it respecting its reality. — 
The word God, will rarely be found to 
desi^ate more than the unknown cause 
of those effects which man has either 
admired or dreaded. Thus, this notion 
so generally diffused, upon which so 
much stress is laid, will prove little 
more than that man in all generations 
has been ignorant of natural causes — 
that he has been incompetent, from 
some cause or other, to account for 
those phenomena which either excited 
his surprise or roused his fears. If at 
the present day a people cannot be 
found destitute of some kind of wor- 
ship, entirely without superstition, who 
do not acknowledge a God, who have 
not adopted a theology more or less 
sublile. It is because the uninformed 
ancestors of these people have all en- 
dured misfortunes — have been alarmed 
by terrifying effects, which they have 
attributed to unknown causes — have 
beheld strange sights, which they have 
ascribed to powerful agents, whose 
existence they could not fathom; the 
details of which, together with their 
own bewildered notions, .hey have 
handed down to their posterity who 
have not given them any kind of ex- 
amination. 

Besides, the universality of an opin- 
ion by no means proves its ttuik. 
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wc not sec a i^reat number of ignorant 
prejudices, a inuUitude ul' barbarous 
errours, even ai llie present day, receive 
the almost universal ^auction ol* the 
human raf*e ? Are not all the inhabi- 
tants v( the earth imhued with tlie 
idea of magic — in the habit of acknow- 
ledging occult powers — given to divina- 
tion — believers in enchantment — the 
slaves to omens — supjwrters of witcli- 
craft — thoroughly persuaded of the ex- 
istence of ghosts ? If some of the most 
enlightened persons are cured of tlierse 
follies, they still tind very zealous par- 
tisans in the greater number of man- 
kind, who accredit them with the firm- 
est confidence. It would not, however, 
be concluded by men of sound sense, 
that therefore these chimeras actually 
have existence, although sanctioned 
^vith the credence of the multitude. 
Before Copernicus, there was no one 
who did not believe that the earth was 
stationary, that the sun described his 
annual revolution round it. Was. how- 
ever, this universal consent ol man, 
which endured for so many thousand 
years, less an errour on that account?* 
Each man has his God : but do all 
these Grods exist ? In reply it will be 
said each man has his ideas of the 
sun ; do ail these suns exist ? However 
narrow may be the pass by which su- 
perstition imagines it has thus guarded 
Its favourite hypothesis, nothing will 
perhaps be more easy than the answer : 
the existence of the sun is a fact veriti- 



* Yet to have doubted the truth of such a 
generally-diffusod opinion, one that had re- 
ceived the sanction of so many learned men — 
that was clothed with the sacreci vestments 
of 80 many ages of credulity — that had been 
adopted by Moses, acknowledged by Solo- 
mon, accredited ' by the Persian magi — that 
Elijah had not refuted — that obtained the fiat 
of the most respectable universities, the most 
enlightened legislators, the wisest kin^s, the 
most eloquent ministers : in short, a pnncipie 
that embraced all the stability that could be 
derived from the imiversal consent of all 
ranks : to have doubted of this, would at one 
period been held as the highest degree of pro- 
fanation, as the most presumptuous scepti- 
cism, as an impious blasphemy, that would 
have threatened the very existence of that 
imhappy country from whose unfortunate 
bosom such a venomous, sacrilegious mortal 
coidd have arisen. It is well known what 
opinion was entertained of Galileo for main- 
taJning the existence of the antipodes. Pope 

Gregory excommunicated as atheists all those 

wAo gn ve it credit * 



ed by the daily use of the senses ; all 
the world see the sun ; no one hath 
ever seen God; nearly all mankind 
has acknowledi^ed the sun to be both 
luminous and not: however various 
may be the opinions of man, upon this 
luminary, no one has ever yet pretended 
there was more than one attached to 
our planetary system, or that the sun 
is not luminous and hot ; but we fina 
many very rational men have said, 
There is no Gtod. Those who think 
this proposition hideous and irrational, 
and who afi&rm that Grod exists, do 
they not tell us at the same time that 
they have never seen him, and there- 
fore know nothing of him? Theolos;v 
is a science, where every thing is built 
upon laws inverted from those conunon 
to the globe we inhabit. 

If man, therefore, had the courage to 
throw aside his prejudices, which every 
thing conspires to render as durable as 
himself— if divested of fear he would 
examine coolly — if guided by reason 
he would dispassionately view the na- 
ture of things, the eviaence adduced 
in support of any given doctrine ; he 
would, at least, be under the necessity 
to acknowledge, that the idea of the 
Divinity is not innate — that it is not 
anterior to his existence — that it is the 
production of time, acquired by com- 
munication with his own species* — 
that, consequently, there was a period, 
when it did not actually exist in him : 
he would see clearly, that he holds it 
by tradition from those who reared 
him: that these themselves received it 
from their ancestors : that thus tracing 
it up, it will be found to have been de- 
rived in the last resort, from ignorant 
savages, who were our first fathers. — 
The history of the world will show 

* When men shall be willing coolly to ex- 
amine the proof of the existence of a Grod, 
drawn from general consent, they will ac- 
knowledge, that they can gather nothing 
from it, except that all men have guessed that 
there existed in nature unknown motive- 
powers, unknown causes ; a truth of which no 
one has ever doubted, seeing that it is impossi- 
ble to suppose effects without causes. Thus 
the only difference betwixt the atheists and 
the THEOLOGIANS, or the worshippers of God, 
is, that the first assign to all the phenomena 
matericH^ natural^ sensible, and known causes ; 
whereas, the last assinrn them spirUucdy su- 
pcmatuTolHjUmutelligtofc^ and unknown caus- 
\ ea. T\ve.Ooa oi \\ie \Jcveo\o^"KCL%^Sa\\.\xv^'eR\ 
\ any other v\v\tv^ \3a»x\ ^av oocuii. vowert 
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▼hat crafty legislators, ambitious ty- 
rants, blood-stained conquerors, have 
arailed themselves of the ignorance, 
the fears, the credulity of his progeni- 
tor^ to turn to their own profit an idea 
to which they rarely attached any other 
substantive meaning than that of sub- 
mitting them to the yoke of their own 
dommation. 
r Without doubt, there have been mor- 
tals who have boasted they have seen 
the Divinity ; but the first man who 
dared to say this was a liar, whose ob- 
ject was to take advantage of the sin>- 
plicity of some, or an enthusiast, who 
promulgated for truths, the crazy reve- 
ries of his own distempered imagina- 
tion ? Nevertheless, is it not a truth, that 
these doctrines of crafty men are at this 
day the creed of millions, transmitted 
to them by their ancestors, rendered 
sacred by time, read to them in their 
temples, and adorned with all the 
ceremonies of religious worship ? In- 
deed that man, would not experience 
the most gentle treatment from the in- 
furiated Christian, who should to his 
face venture to dispute the divine mis- 
sion of his Jesus. Thus the ancestors 
of the Europeans have transmitted to 
their posterity, those ideas of the Di- 
vinity which they manifestly received 
from those who deceived them ; whose 
impositions, modified from age to age, 
subtilized by the priests, clothed with 
the reverential awe inspired by fear, 
have by degrees acquired that solidity, 
received that corroboration, attained 
that veteran stability, which is the na- 
tural result of public sanction, backed 
by theological parade. 

The word God is, perhaps, among 
the first that vibrate on the ear of man ; 
it is reiterated to him incessantly ; he 
is taught to lisp it with respect ; to lis- 
ten ic it with fear ; to bend the knee 
when it is reverberated : by dint of re- 
petition, by listening to the fables of 
antiquity, by hearing it pronounced by 
all ranks and persuasions, he seriously 
believes all men bring the idea with 
them into the world. He thus con- 
founds a mechanical habit with in- 
stinct; whilst it is for want of being 
able to recall to himself the first cir- 
cumstances under which his imagina- 
tion was awakened by this name ; for 
want of recollecting all the recitals 
made to him during the course of his 
No. VII.— 27 



infancy ; for want of accurately defining 
what was instilled into him by his edu- 
cation ; in short, because bis memory 
does not furnish him with the succession 
of causes that have engraven it on his 
brain, that he believes this idea is real- 
ly inherent to his being ; innate in all 
his species.* 

It is, however, uniformly by habit, 
that man admires, that he fears a be- 
ing, whose name he has attended to 
from his earliest infancy. As soon as 
he hears it uttered, he, without reflec- 
tion, mechanically associates it with 
those ideas with which his imagination 
has been filled by the recitals of others ; 
with those sensations which he has 
been instructed to accompany it. Thus, 
if for a season man would be ingenu- 
ous with himself, he would concede 
that the idea of a God, and of those 
attributes with which he is clothed, 
have their foundation, lake their rise 
in, and are the fruit of the opinions of 
his fathers, traditionally infused into 
him by education — confirmed by habit 
— corroborated by example — enforced 
by authority. That it very rarely hap- 
pens he examines these ideas; that 
they are for the most part adopted by 
inexperience, propagated by tuition, 
rendered sacred by time, inviolable 
from respect to his progenitors, rever- 
enced as forming a part of those insti- 
tutions he has most learned to value. 
He thinks he has always had them, 
because he has had them from his in- 
fancy; he considers them indubitable, 
because he is never permitted to ques- 
tion them — because he never has the 
intrepidity to examine their basis. 

If it had been the destiny of a Brah- 
min, or a Mussulman, to have drawn 
his first breath on the shores of Africa, 
he would adore, with as much simpli- 
city, with as much fervour, the serpent 
reverenced by the negroes, as he does 



♦ lambicuB, who was a Pythagorean phi- 
losopher not in the liighest repute with the 
learned world, although one of those vision- 
ary priests in some estimation with theolo- 
gians, (at least, if we may venture to judge by 
the unlimited draughts they have made on 
the bank of his doctrines^ who was unques- 
tionably a faTourite with tne emperor Julian, 
says, tnat "anteriorly to all use of reason, 
the notion of the Groas is inspired by nature, 
and that we have even a sort of feeling of 
the Divinity, preferable to the knowledge oi 
him." 



Ii) KXAMINATION OF THE PROOFS 

•!.• (•■!! Iit« (iwii iiK't:i|ihy*>iciaus have' havr* availtrJ iiie:.is«l^cT :.. t^?;a:ia»b 
■i1«'i«-il t I lii« ri'ViTrrii't'. He would be ; the divm*' existence. Sinoe ibe hn- 

• •{ii.iIU iiidijiuint if any une «huuld { man mind ha* -.-C'-upLci i:?«It' xithiis 
l>i', -iiiit|iiiiiiii«iv di-^puu* thf* divinity of G^kI (and when ha? :i not been occo- 
ilii ii|iiili'. u hli h lif Wduld have learn- - pied wit.h it ?) it ha« not hiilieno a^ 
III III iiiiiT.ii*- frfiii the iiiuineni he rived at demonstrating the existence 

• |iiirii d I III- uxiiilt i>f hi^ I'litiher. a« the of ihi« interesting object, in a manner 
riio-t /r.ilnu^. fill hit* ia-tir fakir, when satisfactory to those themselves who 
!lii- iii.iivrlliiii^ wiiinlcr^uf hi* pruphet are anxious that we should be con- 
Oi«. itil lit' hpMijht iiiiii tptr^tion; or a-* vinced of it. Fmm a^ to age. new 

ili< I Miiiiili' th<'i)li>::iaii when the champions of the Divinit\'. prufouod 

•iii|Uii\ iiiiiM-il iiiHui till' iiH.'unirruuu< philosuphers. and subtile theologiansw 

• |ii.i)iiif< With wliii-li h«' ha^ dfcoraied Lave «uu:;ht new proofs of the exi«t- 
III c;imU. Ni-M-iihi'it'^-. if till* *»er- I ence of Go<l, because they were, wiih- 
!•• Ill < ii>l nf Om' ni-'^'n> should he con-; out doubt, but little satisfied with 
ii ii il. thrv coulil iiMi at lca*t dispute tho<e of their predecessors. Tho*e 
ill- ■ \iiriir«'. Siiiiplr a< may he the | thinkers who flattered themselve« witb 
iimikI «if till* thiik ^nii of niiiiire. un-j having demonstrated this great prob- 

• i-iMi.ri ii* iii:i\ !••• ihi' i|iialiiir<i with' leiii. were frequently accu-^ed of athe- 
\\\\i\\ hi- h:i- i-l<ithi-«I hi* ri'ptilc. he ij«M. and of having Wtrayed the caii<e 



till iii:i\ 1)1' 4'\ idi-iu'cil hy all who 
. Ii.i. i-i- hn'xiTfi'i- ilii'ir nri^aii'^ of ^iijht. 
Ii I l>\ nil iiMMii* iJir <aiiii' with the 
iniin.itfiKit, irirnrpini'iil, rniilradiftorv 



of God, hy the weakness of those ar- 
:i^umeitts with which they had support- 
ed it.* Men of very great geniu'*. have in- 
deed successively miscarried in their de- 



li-iij. or Willi ihf drjlii'tl iiiiiii. which ; monstrations, or in the solution* which 

uh'ihrn ihiiikiT< hiivc Ml <iihi illy ' ihev have given of it; in believing they 

iiiiiNiil. \\\- dull of ilnMiiiiiii;. of ' had surmounted a ditficulty. ihev have 

M.I iiiiiM '.. aiiij or*iit)lili/.iritr. tiicv iiavi' roiitinually given birth to a hundred 
ii'inliiiij III-* ('\i*irii<'«> iiiipoo^llilp to . uf her*. It is to no purpose that the great- 
wliiii Ml li.ill il.iii' lorxamini' it roojly. ! e<t metaphysicians have exhausted all 
\\ i> h.ill lu'wr U- -Mr lo lii;iire louiir- their elforts to prove that God existed, 
•il\r .1 Im'iii'.. who i* DMJy cnnipo**'!! ! to reconcile his incompatible attributes. 

'or to reply to the most simple objec- 
tions; they have not vet been ai)le to 
succeed. The ditliculties which are 
op|)os('d to them, are sulhciently clear 
to he under-<tood hy an infant; whilst, 
in tin; mo*t learned nations, they will 
he trouhU'd lo find twelve men capable 
of uiulcr^tariding the demonstrations, 
tin* solutions, and the replies of a J)es' 
rarffSj of a Lfihnifz. and of a Clarke, 
when they emlcavour to prove to us 
liic existence of the Divinity. Do not let 
Us he at all astonished; men never un- 
der^! and tiiemselves when they speak 
to us of God, how then should they he 

♦ Dcwartcs, Paschal, and Dr. Clarke hiin- 
Mi'ir, havo lK.'en accust.'(l ol' atiieipm hy tiio 
lh('oloi;iHii8 of thfir tiim; this has not pre- 
vciikhI siihHO(]iient ilicoloiiiaiis from iiiakin/; 
iiMe of thrir proofs, and ^iviiiir thorn as ox- 
tn'iiu'ly valid. Set further on, the tenth 
rfinntrr. Not lon^ since, a celebrated author, 
iiiuler the name of Doctor Bowman, piihlish- 
iil a work, in which he pn^tends, that all the 
proofs of the existence of Grod hitherto offered, 
lire crazy and futile: he suhstitutes his own 
ill their place, full as little convincing as the 
other* 



• •I ,tl> li.icliDii, .iiid of Iie^;ilive tpiali- 
lie ■ ; lli.it I • lo -AW who has no one of 
iliii e i|ii.iliiie^. which the human mind 
I u ceplihle of jud'.^lili^. Our llieo- 
Ik'i.iii. do iiiii know ihal which they 
.iilitie; tlie\ ha\e ii«i| luie real ith'a of 
iIh- lieiii** Willi which lliev uiiceaNimrly 
III i-iipN lliem el\e.; this lieiii'.; would 
li-.nc lieen Iom>.> nice annihilated, if 
iliii e III whom llie\ amioiiiiced liiiii 
li.iil iliticil III examine intn liiN exi^t- 
f lice. 

Iiuleeij, ,il the very (ir-^l step wv tind 

• miicIm- iiiie led; cmmi the i'XlNlem'e 
iif ilii-i niiiil imporlanl and mo, I rever- 
eil lieiii'.',, I* yet a piohlem for whoevtT 

li.ill ciiollv weii'.li the proofs which 
llieii|nii\ ^ive.-iof It; uiid iillh«)Ui;ti. Iie- 
loie le.i <oiiiin(ordi puliii:,Mipon the na- 
iiiie :iiid ihe ipialilie^ of a heiin;, it was 
neceMsiirv lo verily his exisience, that 
of the Diviniiv !*< very far from heim; 
diMiionsirahle to any man who shall 
he vvillinij to consult i^ooil sense.— 
What lit) I say 7 The theoloi,'ian^ 
theuiMelves have scarcely ever h;'en in 
uniwon iiiMni the proofs iif which thev 
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able to understand each other, or agree Those who have followed him, indeed, 

amongst themselves, when they reason have done no more than repeat his 

upon the nature and the qualities of a ideas, or present his proofs under new 

being, created by various imaginations, forms. After the examination which 

which each man is obliged to see di- we are ffoing to make, we dare say it 

versely, and upon the account of whom will be found that his proofs are but lit- 

men will always be in an equal state of tie conclusive, that his principles are 

ifirnorance, for want of having a com- unfounded, and that his pretended so- 

raon standard upon which to form their lutions are not suitable to resolve any 

judgments of him. thing. In short, in the God of Doctor 

To convince ourselves of the little Clarke^ as well as in that of the great- 
solidity of those proofs which they est theologians, they will only see a 
give us of the existence of the theolo- chimera established upon gratuitous 
gical God, and of the inutility of those suppositions, and formed by the confu- 
efforts which they have made to recon- sed assemblage of extravagant quali- 
cile his discordant attributes, let us ties, which render his existence totally 
hear what the celebrated Doctor Sam- impossible ; in a word, in this Gi>d 
nel Clarke has said, who, in his trea- will only be found a vain phantom, 
tise concerning the being and attri- substituted to the energy of nature, 
btites of God, is supposed to have spo- which has always been obstinately 
ken in the most convincing manner.* mistaken. We are going to follow, 
step by step, different propositions in 

♦Although many people look upon the ^hich this learned theologian deve- 

work of Doctor Clarke, as the most sohd and i-„„ ^i^ ^«««:„«^ ««;«;^«« ,,«^« ♦!>« 

the most convincing, it is weU to observe, that 1?PS ^he received opinions upon the 

many theologians of his time, and of his Divmity. Dr. Clarke sets out with 

country, have by no means judged of it in the saying : — 

same manner, and have looked upon his 1st. " Something eansted from all 

proofs as insufficient, and his method as dan- eternitv^^^ 

gerous to his cause. Indeed, Doctor Clarke TVir, «*««r>«i*ir^« ;« «„;j««* i.«» 
has pretended to prove the eistence of God ^his proposition is evident— has 
a priori, this is what others deem impossible, »o. occasion tor proots. Matter has 
and look upon it, with reason, as begging the existed from all eternity, its forms 
question. This manner of proving it has been alone are evanescent; matter is the 
rejected by the school-men, sucH as Albert g^eat engine used by nature to produce 
the Great. I nomas a Aqumus, John Scot, and "'n i u *i. 'f • 
by the greater part of the moderns, with the ^^^ ^fr phenoniena, or rather it is na- 
exception of Suarez. They have pretended ture herself. We have some idea of 
that the existence of God was impossible to matter, sufficient to warrant the con- 
be demonstrated a priori, seeing that there is elusion that this has always existed. 
nothing anterior to the first of causes; but pj^.^^ ^^^^ ^y^jj ^^jg^ supposes ex- 
that this existence could only be proved a . ^ ' *-i* -^ \ • mi.* 
po^^eriori; that is to say, by Its effects. In istence essential to its beinff. That 
consequence, the work of Doctor Clarke was which cannot annihilate itself, exists 
attacked rudely by a great number of theolo- necessarily ; it is impossible to con- 
gians, who accused him of innovation, and ceive that that which cannot cease to 
of desertmg then- cause, by employing a g^ist, or that which cannot annihilate 
method unusual, rejected, and but httle suit- -^ ^X u i vji.-* 
able to prove any tblng. Those who may itself, could ever have hart a beginning. 
wish to know the reasons which have been If matter cannot be annihilated, it could 
used against the demonstrations of Clarke, not commence to be. Thus we say to 
will find them m an EngUsh work, entitled. Dr. Clarke, that it is matter, it is na- 
An Inquiry into the ideas of Space, Time, ^ ^- ^ y^ peculiar en- 
Immensity, d'c. by Edmund Law, printed at ' ^ l- l^ • i " ^"**«* 
Cambridge, 1734. If the author proves in it ^rgy, of which no particle is ever m an 
with success, that the demonstrations a pri- absolute state of rest, which has al- 
ori, of Doctor C/arA-e, are false, it will be easy ways existed. The various material 
to convince ourselves by every thing which is bodies which this nature contains of- 

r;^ferra7e^;'tttu&^rr :- ch-g« their/onn their combina- 

rest, the great esteem in which they hold the ^lon, their properties, their mode ol ac- 

book of Clarke at the present day, proves that tion ; but their principles or elements 
the theologians are not in accord amongst 

themselves, frequently changing their opm- strated. However, it is certain that the work 

ions, and are not difficult upon the demon- of Clarke, in despite of the contradictionB 

strations which they give of the existence of which he nas experience, enjoys the greatest 

a being which hitherto is by no means demoii- reputation. 
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are indestructible — have never been 
able to coininonce. What the doctor ac- 
tually understands, when he makes the 
assertion, that '' an eternal duration is 
DOW actually past," is not quite so 
clear; yet he alnrms, that ''not to be- 
lieve it wuuld.be a real and express 
contradiction." 

2(1. " There has existed from eter- 
nity some one ^* imchangeaole and in- 
dependent hein^?"* 

We may fairly inquire what is this 
bein^? Is it independent of its own 
peculiar essence, or of those properties 
which constitute it >uch as it is? We 
shall further inquire, if this being, 
whatever it may be, can make the other 
beings which it produces, or which it 
moves, act otherwise than they do, ac- 
cording to the properties whicn it has 
given them? And in this case we shall 
ask, if this being, such as it may be 
supposed to be, does not act necessari- 
ly ; if it is not obliged to employ indis- 
pensable means to fulfil its designs, to 
arrive at the end which it eithei has, or 
may be supposed to have in view ? 
Then we shall say, that nature is 
obliged to act after ner essence ; that 
every thing which takes place in her 
is necessary ; and that if they suppose 
it governed by a Deity, this God cannot 
act otherwise than he does, and conse- 
quently is himself subjected to necessity. 

A man is said to be independent, 
when he is determined in his actions 
only by the general causes which are 
accustomed to move him ; he is equally 
said to be dependant on another, when 
he cannot act but in consequence of 
the determination which this last gives 
him. A body is dependant on another 
body when it owes to it its existence, 
and its mode of action. A being ex- 
isting from eternity cannot owe his 
existence to any other being; he can- 
not then be dependant upon him, ex- 
cept he owes his action to him ; but it is 
evident that an eternal or self-existent 
being contains in his own nature every 
thing that is necessary for him to act: 
then, matter being eternal, is necessa- 
rily independent in the sense we have 
explained; of course, it has no occa- 
sion for a mover upon which it ought 
to depend. 

This eternal being is also immu- 
table, if by this attribute be understood 
that he cannot change his nature *, but 



if it be intended to infer by it that iie 
cannot change his mode of action or 
existence, it is without doubt deceiving 
themselves, since even in supposing an 
immaterial being, they would be bil- 
ged to acknowledge in him different 
modes of bein^, different volitions, dif 
ferent ways ot acting ; particularij if 
he was not supposed totally deprived 
of action, in which case he woald be 
perfectly useless. Indeed, it follows of 
course that to change his mode of ac- 
tion he must necessarily chan^ his 
manner of being. From hence it will 
be obvious, that the theologians, in 
making their Grod immutable, render 
him immoveable ; consequently he can- 
not act. An immutable beins^, could 
evidently neither have successire voli- 
tion, nor produce successive action ; if 
this beins has created matter, or given 
birth to the universe, there must have 
been a time in which he was willing 
that this matter, this universe, should 
exist ; and this time must have been 
preceded by another time, in which he 
was willing that it might not vet exist. 
If God be the author of all tnings, as 
well as of the motion and of the com- 
binations of matter, he is unceasingly 
occupied in producing and destroying; 
in consequence, he cannot be called im- 
mutable, touching his mode of existing. 
The material world always maintains 
itself by motion, and the continual 
change of its parts; the sum of the beings 
who compose it, or of the elements 
which act in it, is invariably the same ; 
in this sense the immutability of the 
universe is much more easy of com- 
prehension, much more demonstrable 
than that of any other being to whom 
they >vould attribute all the effects, all 
the mutations which take place. Na- 
ture is not more to be accused of mu- 
tability, on account of the succession 
of its forms, than the eternal being is 
by the theologians, by the diversity of 
his decrees.* 



♦ Here we shall be able to perceive that, 
supposing the laws by which nature acts to 
be immutable, it does not require any of these 
logical distinctions to account for the changes 
that take place : the mutation which resuTtti, 
is, on the contrary, a striking proof of the im- 
mutability of the system which produces 
iViettv*, «lw^ co\vv^\eXevY brings nature under 
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3d. " That unchangeable and in- 
dependent being, which has existed 
from eternity without any eternal 
cause of its existence, must be self- 
eanstent, that is, necessarily existing.'^'* 

This proposition is merely a repeti- 
tion of the first ; we reply to it by in- 
quiring, Why matter, which is inde- 
structible, should not be self-existent ? 
It is evident that a being who had no 
beginning, must be self-existent ; if he 
had existed by another, he would have 
commenced to be; consequently he 
would not be eternal. Those who make 
matter coeternal with God, do no 
more than multiply beings without ne- 
cessity. 

Ath. " What the substance or essence 
of that being which is self-existent, 
or necessarily existing, is, we have 
no idea ; neither is it at all possible 
for v^ to comprehend it.^^ 

Dr. Clarke would have spoken more 
correctly if he had said his essence is 
impossible. Nevertheless, we shall 
readily concede that the essence of mat- 
ter is mcomprehensible, or at least, that 
we conceive it very feebly by the man- 
ner in which we are affected by it ; but 
we must also concede that we are much 
less able to conceive the Divinity, who 
is impervious on any side. Thus it 
must necessarily be concluded, that it 
is folly to argue upon it, since it is by 
matter alone we could have any know- 
ledge of him; that is to say, by which 
we could assure ourselves of his exist- 
ence — by which we could at all guess 
at his qualities. In short, we must con- 
clude, that every thing related of the 
Divinity, either proves him material, or 
else proves the impossibility in which 
the human mind will always find itself, 
of conceiving any being different from 
matter; without extent, yet omnipre- 
sent ; immaterial, yet acting upon mat- 
ter ; spiritual, yet producing matter ; 
immutable, yet putting every thing in 
activity, &c. 

Indeed it must be allowed that the 
mcomprehensibility of the Divinity 
does not distinguish him from matter ; 
this will not be more easy of compre- 
hension when we shall associate it with 
a being much less comprehensible than 
itself; and of this last we have some 
slender knowledge through some of its 
parts. We do not certainly know the 
essence of any being, if by that word 



we are to understand that which con- 
stitutes its peculiar nature. We only 
know matter by the sensations, the per- 
ceptions, the ideas which it furnishes; 
it is according to these that we judge 
it to be either favourable or unfavour- 
able, following the particular disposi- 
tion of our organs. But when a being 
does not act upon any part of our or- 
ganic structure, it does not exist for us , 
we cannot, without exhibiting folly, 
without betraying our ignorance, with- 
out falling into obscurity, either speak 
of its nature, or assign its qualities ; 
our senses are the only channel by 
which we could have formed the slight- 
est idea of it. The incomprehensibili- 
ty of the Divinity ought to convince 
man that it is folly to seek after it ; 
but this, however, would not suit with 
those priests who are willing to reason 
upon nim continually, to show the 
depth of their learning — to persuade 
the uninformed they understand that 
which is incomprehensible to all men ; 
by which they expect to be able to sub- 
mit him to their own views. Never- 
theless, if the Divinity be incompre- 
hensible, we must conclude that a 
priest, does not comprehend him better 
than other men ; and the wisest or the 
surest way is, not to be guided by the 
imagination of a theologian. 

5th. " Though the substance, or es- 
sence of the self existent being, is in 
itself absolutely incomprehensible to 
us, yet many of the essential attri- 
butes of his nature are strictly de- 
monstrable, as well as his existence. 
Thus, in the first place, the self ex- 
istent being must of necessity be eter- 
naV^ 

This proposition difiers in nothing 
from the first, except Dr. Clarke does 
here understand that as the self-exist- 
ent being had no beginning, he can 
have no end. However this may be, 
we must ever inquire. Why should not 
this be matter ? We shall further ob- 
serve, that matter not being capable of 
annihilation, exists necessarily, conse- 
quently will never cease to exist ; that 
the human mind has no means of con- 
ceiving how matter should originate 
from that which is not itself matter • 
is it not obvious, that matter is neces- 
sary ; that there is nothing, except its 
powers, its arrangement, its combina- 
tions, which are contingent or evane^ 
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cent ? The general motion is neces- is a mystery ; by which I shall under- 
sary, but the given motion is not so ; stand that he is himself ignorant how 
only during the reason that the parti- to account for the existence of his God; 
cular combinations subsist, of which this will not be the case with making 
this motion is the consequence, or the nature act after immutable laws; she 
elfect : we may be competent to change will of necessity be every where, in my 
the direction, to either accelerate or re- body, in my arm^ in every othermaterial 
tard, to suspend or arrest, a particular being, because matter composes themalL 
motion, but the general motion can 1th. ^'' The 8elf-existent being mutt 
never possibly be annihilated. Man, of necessity h€ oiU one?^ 
in dyin^, ceases to live ; that is to say, If there be nothing exterior to abeing 
he no longer either walks, thinks or who exists necessarily, it must follow 
acts in the mode which is peculiar to that he is unique. It will be obvioos 
human organization : but the matter that this proposition is the same with 
which composed his body, the matter the preceding one ; at least, if they are 
which formed his mind. does notecase not willing to deny the existence of 
to move on that account: it simply be- the material world or to say with Spi- 
comes susceptible of another species nosa, that there is not, and that we can- 
of motion. not conceive any other substance than 

Qth. " The self-existent beings must Grod. Prceter Deum neque dari ne- 
of necessity be infinite ami omnipre- que concipi potest sttbstanticu says t]ns 
senty celebrated athiest, in his fourteenth 

The word infinite presents only a proposition, 
negative idea which excludes all Sth. " The self-eanstent and origi- 
bounds : it is evident that a being who nal cause of all things^ miist beanin- 
exists necessarily, who is independent, telligent being?^ 
cannot be limited by any thing which Here Dr. Clarke most unquestion 
is out of himself; he mu<t consequent- ably assigns a human quality: intel- 
ly be his own limits : in this sense we ligence is a faculty appertaining to or- 
inny say Ae is infinite. ganized or animated beings, ot which 

Touching what is said of his omni- we have no knowledge out of these be- 
presence, it is equally evident that if ings. To have intelligence, it is neces- 
there be nothing exterior to this being, sary to think ; to think, it is requisite 
either there is no place in which he to have ideas; to have ideas, supposes 
must not be present, or that there will senses ; when senses exist they are ma- 
be only himself and the vacuum. This I tcrial ; when they are material, they 
irranted, I shall inquire if matter ex- ' cannot be a pure spirit, in the language 
ists ; if it does not at least occupy a of the theologian, 
portion of space? In this case, mat- The necessary being who compre- 
ter, or the universe, must exclude every i bends, \vho contains, who produces ani- 
other being who is not matter, from that | mated beings, contains, includes, and 

produces intelligence. But has the 
great whole a peculiar intelligence, 
which moves it, which makes it act, 
which determines it in the mode that 
intelligence moves and determines ani- 
mated bodies ; or rather, is not this in- 
telligence the consequence of immu- 
table laws, a certain modification re- 
sulting from certain combinations of 
matter, which exists under one form of 
these combinations, but is wanting un- 
der another form? This is assuredly 
what nothing is competent to prove. 
Man having placed himself in the first 
rank in the universe, has been desi- 
rous to judge of every thing after what 



place which the material beings occu- 
py in space. In asking whether the 
God of the theologians be by chance 
the abstract being which they call the 
vacuum or space, they will reply, no ! 
They will further insist, that their God, 
who is not matter, penetrates that which 
is matter. But it mu>t be obvious, that 
to penetrate matter, it is necessary to 
have some correspondence with matter, 
consequently to have extent; now to 
have extent, is to have one of the pro- 
perties of matter. If the Divinity pene- 
trates matter, then he is material ; by a 
necessary deduction he is inseparable 
from matter; then if he is omnipresent, . .^^^ .^j^^^^ 

he will be in e very thing. T his the the- \ \ift ?.^.^ V\^^ 

niogian will 



in every thing. This the lhe-\ \ift s^.^ V\VK«iVi\KV3.elf^ because he has 
ill not allow: he wiW say Vl\^iftteu^e^ xV^x Vo. qt^^t \a\iti ^^'^^^x.;^;. 
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was necessary to be like himself. Here 
is the source of all his erroneous rea- 
soning upon nature and his Gods. He 
has therefore concluded that it would 
be injurious to the Divinity not to in- 
vest nim with a quality which is found 
estimable in man — which he prizes 
iliighly--to which he attaches the idea 
of perfection — which he considers as 
a manifest proof of superiority. He 
sees his fellow-creature is offended 
when he is thought to lack intelligence ; 
he therefore judges it to be the same 
with the Divinity. He denies this 
quality to nature, because he considers 
her a mass of ignoble matter, incapable 
of self-action, although she contains 
and produces intelligent beings. But 
this is rather a personification of an 
abstract quality, than an attribute of 
the Deity, with whose perfections, with 
whose mode of existence, he cannot 
by any possible means become acquaint- 
ed according to the fifth proposition of 
Dr.Clarke himself. It is in the earth that 
js engendered those living animals call- 
ed worms ; yet we do not say the earth 
IS a living creature. The bread which 
man eats, the wine that he drinks, are 
not themselves thinking substances ; 
yet they nourish, sustain, and cause 
those beings to think, who are suscep- 
tible of this modification of their ex- 
istence. It is likewise in nature, that 
is formed intelligent, feeling, thinking 
beings ; yet it cannot be rationally said, 
that nature feels, thinks, and is intel- 
ligent after the manner of these be- 
ings, who nevertheless spring out of 
her bosom. 

How, they will say to us, refuse to 
the Creator, these qualities which we 
discover in his creatures ! The work 
would then be more perfect than the 
workman ! God who hath made the 
eye, shall he not see ? God, who hath 
jformed the ear, shall he not hear ? But 
if we adopt this mode of reasoning,ought 
we not to attribute to God all the other 
qualities that we shall meet with in his 
creature^s? Should we not say. with 
equal foundation, that the God who has 
made matter, is himself matter; that 
the God who has fashioned the body, 
must possess a body ; that the God 
who has made so many irrational be- 
ings, is irrational himself; that the God 
who has created man who sins, is liable 
himself to sin? If, because the works 



of God possess certain qualities, and are 
susceptible of certain modifications, we 
conclude that God possesses them also, 
we shall be obliged by paritv of reason- 
ing to conclude that God Is material, 
has extent, has gravity, is wicked, &c. 

To attribute wisdom, or an infinite 
intelligence to God, that is to sav, to 
the universal mover of nature, there 
should be neither folly, nor evif, nor 
wickedness, nor confusion on the earth. 
They will perhaps tell us, that, even 
according to our own principles, evil 
and disorder are necessary; but our 
principles do not admit of a wise and 
intelligent God, who should have the 
power of preventing them. If, in ad- 
mitting such a God, evil is not less ne- 
cessary, what end can this God, so wise, 
so powerful, and so intelligent, be able 
to serve, seeing that he is himself sub- 
jected to necessity ? From thence he 
is no longer independent, his power 
vanishes, he is obliged to admit a free 
course to the essence of things ; he can- 
not prevent causes from producing their 
effects ; he cannot oppose himself to 
evil ; he cannot render man more hap- 
py than he is ; he cannot, consequently, 
be good ; he is perfectly useless ; he is 
no more than the unconcerned witness 
of that which must necessarily happen ; 
he cannot do otherwise than will every 
thing which takes place in the world. 
Nevertheless, they tell us, in the suc- 
ceeding proposition, that — 

9th. " The seif-existent and origi- 
nal cause of all things, is not a neces- 
sary a^ent, but a being endowed with 
liberty and choice.^^ 

Man is called free, when he finds 
within himself motives which deter- 
mine him to action, or when his will 
finds no obstacle to the performance of 
that to which his motives have deter- 
mined him. God, or the necessary be- 
ing, of which question is here made, 
does he not find obstacles to the execu- 
tion of his projects 7 Is he willing that 
evil should be committed, or can he not 
prevent it ? In this case, he is not free, 
and the will meets with continual ob- 
stacles ; or else, we must say, he con- 
sents to the commission of sin ; that 
he is willing we should offend him ; 
that he suffers men to restrain his 
liberty, and derange his projects. How 
will the theoloffians draw themselves 
out of this perplexing intricacy ? 
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On ()i<* miIpt li:irii!. (he GimI whom | laws of nature; by the conduct which 
(h'-v Nii||io-f ■■:tiiii(it :ii'i. h\it ill ronse-- 1 they have supposed him to hold, he 
i|Ui HIT I'l tilt' ):i\v< nt' hi< {U'tMiliiir ex- ! acts very frequently in a mode coBtn- 
i-i'ii.'f. we ^hixiM lie t'liahltMl then to ry to hi •< divine wisdom, and to them- 
imII :i h'iii'ji inlnir, // wi.h lihprftj. :i< far ; son which he has given to men, to re- 
n- hi^ a''iiiin>i ^hi>ul<i not he liftfrmineil ^rulate their judgments. If God is a 
hy :niy \\\\\i'^ which xh'iild h«* exterior | free nsrent in this sense, all reli^on is 
tu liirii<-«>^t', hut thi'^ wuiiM vi^ihly he an i useless; it can only found itself opoa 
ah(i^t> III' ttTiii^ ! intltM'il. we rannot say, ! those immutable rules which this God 
th;it a l)eiiii^ who 'i< iini eapahle of aet- ' has prescribed to himself, and upon 
iiii: i)ih*-rwio(> than hv (Iin's. and who ' those enirai^ements which he has enter- 
can iirv«'r ci'a^ • ti> :ii't, bill in virtue oi' \ ed into with the human species ? As 
the laws tif his jifculiar exi^teniM*. is a i soon a< religion does not suppose him 
bi'iMif |io^<.»»^sr(| «.f lib'Tiv — there is ■ bound by his covenants, it destroys it- 
evidently n<M-i*s>iiy in all liis actions. I self, it commits suicide. 
Ask a ihi'olnirian. if (r>d lia^ power to ! lOM. " The aelf'ejriateni being, the 
reward crime, and junii-^h virtue ? Ask ! supreme caiMe of all things, must of 
him airain. if G«h| ran h>ve him. or if npCfssity have infinite poverJ" 
he i" a t'rve aireiit when the action of a There is no power but in him, this 
man ncccs-arily produces in him a new power then has no limits ; but if it is 
will? A man is a heins: exterior to God who enjoys this power, man ooght 
God. and nevertheless they pretend, 
that the conduct of thi<4 man has an 
inttiience on this Ua'nvjr endowed with 
liberty, and necessarily determines his 
will. In short, we demand if God can 
avoid to will that which he willcth, 
and not do that which he doeth ? Is 
not hi>j will necessitated by intelliL^eni-e, 
wisdom and views which they suppose 
him to have? If God be thus connect- 
ed. h(^ is no more a tree aijenf than 
man: if every thinq: which he does 
be necessary, lie is n^ithini^ more than 
destiny, fatalitv, the fatum. of the an- 
(tienis. and the moderns have not champ- 
ed the Divinity, although they have 
chanfjed his name. 

They will, {)erhaps. tell us. that God 
is free, insonmch that he is not bound 
by the laws of nature, or by those 
which he imposes on all beiui^s. Never- 
theless, if it be true that he has made 
these laws, if they sire the etfect of his 
intinite wisdom, of his supreme intel- 
lis^ence, he is by his essence oblisjod to 
follow them, or else it must be acknow- 
ledired that it would be possible for 
God to act irrationally. Theologians 
fearing, without doubt, to restrain the 
liberty of God. have supposed that he 
was not subjected to any laws, as we 
have before proved ; in consequence, 
they have made him a despotic, fantas- 
tical, and strange being, whose power 
gives him the right to violate all the laws 
which he has himself established. By 
the pretended miracles which they have 



not to have the power of doing evil ; 
without which he would be in a state 
to act contrary' to the divine power; 
there would be exteriorly to God a 
power capable of counterbalancing his, 
or of preventing it from producing those 
effects which he proposes to himself; 
the Divinity would be obliged to suffer 
that evil which he could prevent. 

On the other hand, if man is free to 
sin, God is not himself a free agent, 
his conduct is necessarily determined 
by the actions of man. An equitable 
monarch is not a free agent when he 
believes himself obliged to act confor- 
mably to the laws which he has sworn 
to observe, or which he cannot violate 
without wounding his justice. A mon- 
arch is not powerful when the least of 
his subjects has the power of insulting 
him, of openly resisting him, or secret- 
ly making all his projects miscarry. 
Nevertheless, all the religions of the 
world, show us God under the charac- 
ter of an absolute sovereign, of whom 
nothing is capable to constrain the will, 
nor limit the power; whilst on the 
other hand, they assure us that his sub- 
jects have at each instant the power 
and the liberty to disobey him and an- 
nihilate his designs : from whence it is 
evident that all the religions of the 
world destroy with one hand what they 
establish with the other : so that, ac- 
cording to the ideas with which they 
furnish us, their Grod is neither free, 
^wetful, nor happy. 
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anUhor of things^ must of necessity he 
infinitely wise.^^ 

Wisdom and folly are qualities 
founded on our peculiar judgment ; 
now in this world, which God is sup- 
posed to have created, to preserve, to 
-move, and to penetrate, there happens 
a thousand things, which appear to us 
as follies, and even the creatures for 
whom we imagine the universe to have 
been made, are frequently much more 
foolish and irrational than prudent and 
wise. The author of every thing which 
exists, must be equally the author of 
that which we call irrational, and of 
that which we judge to be extremely 
. wise. On the other hand, to judge of 
the intelligence and the wisdom of a 
being, it were necessary, at legist, to 
foresee the end which he proposes to 
himself. What is the aim of God ? It 
is, they tell us, his own peculiar glory ; 
but does this God attain this end, and 
do not sinners refuse to glorify him ? 
Besides, suppose God is sensible to 
glory, is not this supposing him to have 
our follies and our weaknesses? Is 
not this saying he is haughty ? If they 
tell us that the aim of the divine wis- 
dom is to render men happy, I shall al- 
ways ask, wherefore these men, in de- 
spite of his views, so frequently ren- 
der themselves miserable ? If they tell 
me, the views of God are impene- 
trable to us, I shall reply^ in the first 
place, that in this case it is at random 
that they tell me the Divinity proposes 
to himself the happiness of his crea- 
tures, an object, which, in fact, is never 
attained ; I shall, in the second place, 
reply, that, ignorant of his real aim, it 
is impossible for us to judge of his wis- 
dom, and that to be willing to reason 
upon it shows madness. 

12th. " The supreme cause and au- 
thor of all things, must of necessity 
be a being of infinite goodness, justice, 
and truth, and all other moral perfec- 
tions ; such as become the supreme 
governor and judge of the world." 

The idea of perfection is an abstract, 
metaphysical, negative idea, which has 
no archetype, or model, exterior to our- 
selves. A perfect being would be a be- 
ing similar to ourselves, whom, by 
thought, we should divest of all those 
qualities which we find prejudicial to 
us, and which, for that reason, we call 
imperfections ; it is always relatively 
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to ourselves, and to our mode of feel- 
ing and of thinking, and not in itself, 
that a thing is perfect or imperfect ; it is 
according to this, that a thing is more or 
less useful or prejudicial, agreeable or 
disagreeable. In this sense, how can we 
attribute perfection to the self-existent 
being? Is God perfectly good rela- 
tively to men ? But men are frequent- 
ly wounded by his works, and are 
obliged to complain of the evils, which 
they suffer in this world. Is God per- 
fect, relative to his works ? But do we 
not frequently see the most complete 
disorder, range itself on the side of 
order? These works of the Divinity 
so perfect, are they not changed, are 
they not destroyed unceasingly; do 
they not oblige us to experience, in de- 
spite of ourselves, those sorrows and 
troubles which balance the pleasures 
and the benefits which we receive from 
nature? Do not all the religions of 
the world suppose a God continually 
occupied in remaking, repairing, undo- 
ing, and rectifying his marvellous 
works? They will not fail telling u?, 
that Grod cannot possibly communicate 
to his works that perfection, which he 
himself possesses. In this case, we 
shall say, that the imperfections of this 
world, being necessary for God him- 
self, he never will be able to remedy 
them, even in another world ; and we 
shall conclude, that this God, cannot 
be to us of any utility whatever. 

The metaphysical or theological at- 
tributes of the Divinity, make him an 
abstract and inconceivable being as 
soon as they distinguish him from na- 
ture and from all the beings which she 
contains : the moral qualities make him 
a being of the human species although 
by negative attributes it is endeavour- 
ed to remove him to a distance from 
man. The theological God is an in- 
sulated being, who in truth cannot have 
any relation with any of the beings of 
which we have a knowledge. The 
moral God is never more than a man 
who is believed to be rendered perfect, 
in removing from him by thought, the 
imperfections of human nature. The 
moral qualities of men are founded 
upon the relations between Uiem, and 
upon their mutual wants. The theo- 
locrical God cannot certainly have mo- 
ral qualities, or human perfections ; he 
has no occasion for men, he has no *- 
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latiou \nth them, seeing that no rela- 
tions can exist which are not recipro- 
cal. A pure spirit cannot assuredly 
have relations with material beings, at 
least in parts ; an infinite being cannot 
be susceptible of any relation with in- 
finite beings ; an eternal being cannot 
have relations with perishable and | 
transitory beings. The one being who I 
has neither species nor cause, who has | 
no fellow creatures, who does not live j 
in society, who has nothing in com- i 
mon witn his creatures, if he really j 
existed, could not possess any of those 
qualities, which we call perfections ; 
he would be of an order so different 
from man, that we should not be able 
to assign him either vices or virtues. 
It is unceasingly repeated to us, that 
God owes us nothing ; that no being is 
comparable to him ; that our limited 
understanding cannot conceive his per- 
fections ; that the human mind is not 
formed to comprehend his essence : but 
do they not, even by this, destroy our 
relation with this being, so dissimilar, 
so disproportionate, so incomprehensi- 
ble to us ? All relation supposes a 
certain analogy ; all duties suppose a 
resemblance, and reciprocal wants, to 
render to any one the obligations we 
owe him, it is necessary to have a 
knowledge of him. 

They will, without doubt, tell us, that 
God has made himself known by re- 
velation. But does not this revelation 
suppose the existence of the God we dis- 
pute ? Does not this revelation itself 
destroy the moral perfections, which 
they attribute to him ? Does not all 
revelation suppose in men, ignorance, 
imperfection, and perversity, which a 
beneficent, wise, omnipotent, and pro- 
vident God, ought to have prevented ? 
Does not all particular revelation sup- 
pose in this God a preference, a predi- 
lection, and an unjust partiality for 
some of his creatures ; dispositions that 
visibly contradict his infinite goodness 
and justice ? Does not this revelation 
announce in him aversion, hatred, or at 
least indifierence for the greater num- 
ber of the inhabitants of the earth, or 
even a fixed design of blinding them, 
in order that they may lose themselves ? 
In short, in all the known revelations, 
is not the Divinity, instead of being re- 
' presented as wise, equitable, and fiWed 
t*^ith tenderness for man, continuaYY^ 



depicted to us as a fantastical, iniqiu* 
tousj and a cruel being ; as one who is 
wilhng to seduce his children ; as one 
who is laying snares for them, or mak- 
ing them lay snares for themselres: 
and as one wno punishes them for hav- 
ing fallen into them? The truth is, 
the Grod of Doctor Clarke^ and of the 
Christians^ cannot be looked upon as 
a perfect being, at least, if in theology 
they do not call those qualities per/ec- 
tions^ which reason and good sense 
call striking imperfections or odious dis- 
positions. Nay more^ there are not in 
the human race individuals so wicked, 
so vindictive, so unjust so cruel, ae the 
tyrant on whom the Christians prodi- 
gally lavish their servile homage, and 
on whom their theologians heap those 
perfections which the conduct tney as- 
cribe to him contradicts every moment. 
The more we consider the theologi- 
cal God, the more impossible and con- 
tradictory will he appear ; theology 
seems only to have formed him, imme- 
diately to destroy him. What is this, 
in fact, but a being of whom they can 
affirm nothing that is not instantly con- 
tradicted? What is this but a good 
God who is unceasingly irritating him- 
self; an omnipotent Ciod who never 
arrives at the end of his designs ; a 
God infinitely happy, whose felicity is 
perpetually disturbed j a Grod who loves 
order, and who never maintains it; a 
just God who permits his most innocent 
subjects to be exposed to continual in- 
justice ? What is this but a pure spirit 
who creates and who moves matter ? 
What is this but an immutable beino: 
who is the cause of the motion and 
those changes which are each moment 
operating in nature ? What is this but 
an infijiite being who is, however, co- 
existent with the universe ? What is 
this but an omniscient being who be- 
lieves himself obliged to make trial of 
his creatures? What is this but an 
omnipotent being who never can com- 
municate to his works that perfection 
which he would find in them ? What 
is this but a being clothed with every 
divine quality, and of whom the con- 
duct is always human? Whatisthisbut 
a being who is able to do every thing, 
and who succeeds in nothing, who 
never acts in a manner worthy of him- 
seVn \j^^ xaa.\i^\vft \'3»'^\aked.j unjust. 
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like man, he miscarries in all his pro- 
jects ; and this with all the attributes 
capable of guarantying him from the 
defects of our species. If we would 
but be ingenuous, we should confess, 
that this being is nothing; and we shal] 
find the phantom imagined to explain 
nature, is perpetually in contradiction 
with this very nature, and that instead 
of explaining any thing, it only serves 
to throw every thing into perplexity 
and confusion. 

According to Clarke himself, " no- 
thing is that of which every thing can 
truly be denied^ and nothing can tru- 
ly be affirmed. So that the idea of no- 
thing, if I may so speak, is absolute- 
ly the negation of all ideas. The 
idea, therefore, either of a finite or 
infinite nothing is a contradiction in 
termsJ'^ Let them apply this principle 
to what our author has said of the Di- 
vinity, and they will find that he is by 
his own confession^an infinite nothing, 
since the idea of this Divinity is the ab- 
solute negation of all ideas which 
men are capable of forming to them- 
selves. Spirituality is indeed a mere 
negation of corporeity ; to say Grod is 
spiritual, is it not amrming to us that 
they do not know what he is ? They 
tell us there are substances which we 
can neither see nor touch, but which do 
not exist the less on that account. 
Very well, but then we can neither rea- 
son upon them nor assign them quali- 
ties. Can we have a better conception 
of infinity which is a mere negation of 
those limits which we find in all be- 
ings ? Can the human mind compre- 
hend what is infinite, and in order to 
form to itself a kind of a confused 
idea is it not obliged to join limited 
quantities to other quantities which 
again it only conceives as limited ? 
Omnipotence, eternity, omniscience, 
and perfection, are they any thing else 
but abstractions or mere negations of 
the limitation of power, of duration, 
and of science 1 If it is pretended that 
Grod is nothing of which man can have 
a knowledge, can see, can feel ; if no- 
thing can be said positively, it is at 
least permitted us to doubt his exis- 
tence ; if it is pretended that God is 
what our theologians describe him, we 
cannot help denying the existence or 
the possibility of a being who is made 
the subject oi those qualities which the 



human mind will never be able to con- 
ceive or reconcile. 

According to Clarke, " the seJf-e.vi8t' 
ent being must be a most simple, un- 
changeable, incorruptible being: with- 
out parts, figure, motion, divisibility, 
or any other such properties as we 
find in matter. For all these things 
do plainly and necessarily imply 
finiteness in their very notion, and are 
utterly inconsistent with complete iU" 
finity?^ Indeed ! and is it possible to 
form any true notion of sucn a being 7 
The theologians themselves agree, that 
men cannot have a complete notion of 
God ; but that which they have here 
presented us, is not only incomplete, 
but it also destroys in God all those 
qualities upon which our mind is capa- 
ble of fixing any judgment. Doctor 
Clarke is obliged to avow, that, " as to 
the particular manner of his being 
infinite, or everywhere present, in 
opposition to the manner of created 
things being present in such or such 
infinite places ; this is as impossible 
for our finite understandings to com^ 
prehend or explain, as it is for UB to 
form an adequate idea of infinity. ^^ 
But what is this but a being which no 
man can either explain or comprehend 1 
It is a chimera, which, if it existed, 
could not possibly interest man. 

Plato, the great creator of chimeni^^ 
says that " those who admit ntHhing 
but what they can see and feeL ar« 
stupid and ignorant beings, vk^ r^ 
fuse to admit the reality of tlm €»if^ 
ence of invisible things?^ <)m <<lU»*v- 
logianshold the same Idin^piS^ t& m:- 
our European religions, WW^* ^feiy 
been infected with the r<pr<i?ri^ ,rf t1l« 
Platonists, which e v identl^r iWi.i4*VrtkM« 
than the result of obscwi? «ttrtiM4*f, j*ih* 
of the unintelligible tmHi^^i^.^ 0^ 
the Egyptian Chalde^ atttf .J&wrian 
priests, among whom Pwltf>dii*tr lip b!<< 
pretended philosophy^ lildteft if pfiilo* 
sophy consists in th# Ifltt^HiH^ of nur- 
ture, we shall be oMiig^tb-9!^f>e. that 
the Platonic doctri«*!rittJiW«ri**im#?T!t 
this name, seeing (fiitt^ \ie h«r^ only 
drawn the human ittiirf ftftm rh*^ Tofi- 
templation of TMsWfe^ rtiShrtr. *:o *hrnw 
it into an inteJkwIMtl^ \*>jff*. -:rh.*i* :: 
finds nothing Iwetf riirtte W l'' . N%''^ 
less, it is m» iGMtiMSi^ philo 
which regubltfi^aflldin' opinions 
Our tlwrihii^wiw, m5\\ lit 
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the (^nttiiisia^in of Plato, discourse with 
their fullowtT'* only of spirits ; intel- 
liir*'nt, inmrfMirfui suhatances ; inris- 
ihlf in»\c*r*; iine*!l* ; demons of my 9- 
Uriuug virtues: supernatural effects; 
diviiu inspiration ; innate ideas, <&c., 
Ac* To lu'lieve in them, our senses 
are entirely useless ; experience is good 
for nothing, imagination, enthusiasm, 
fanaticism, and the workings of fear, 
whirh our religions prejudices give 
birth to in us. are celestial inspira- 
tions, divine warnings, natural senti- 
ments, which we ouglit to prefer to 
reason, to judgment, and to good sense. 
After havinir imbued us from our in- 
fancy with these maxims, so proper to 
hoodwink us. and to lead us astray, it 
is very ea-sy for them to make us admit 
the greatest absurdities under the im- 
posing name of mysteries, and to pre- 
vent us from examining that which 
they tell us to believe. Be this as it 
may. we shall reply to Plato, and to 
all those doctors, who, like him, im- 
pose upon us the necessity of believing 
thut which we cannot comprehend, 
that to believe a thing exists, it is at 
least necessary to have some idea of 
it ; that this idea can only come to us 
by the medium of our senses; that 
every thing which our senses do not 
give us a knowledge of, is nothing to 
us ; that if there is an absurdity in de- 
nying the existence of that which we 



♦ Whoever will take the trouble to read the 
works of Plato and his disciples, such as 
Proi'hta, Jamhliais, Plotinus, OLC. will find in 
them almost all the doctrines and metaphy- 
sical subtilties of the ChrU^tian 'Dieology. 
Moreover, they will find the orij^n of the 
symbols, the ritcn, the sacraments, in short, of 
tne Uieurgy, employed in Christian worship, 
who, as well in their religious ceremonies as 
in their doctrines, have done no more than 
follow, more or less faitlifully, the road which 
had been traced out for them by the priests 
of paganism. Religious follies are not so va- 
rious as they are imagined. 

With respect to the ancient philosophy, with 
the exception of tliat of Democritus and Epi- 
curus, it was, for the most part, a true l^heo- 
sopky, ima2:ined by the Egyptian and Assyrian 
priests : Pythai^oras and Plato have been no 
more than theoloffians, filled with enthusiasm, 
and perhaps with knavery. At least, we find 
in them a sacerdotal and mysterious mind, 
which will always indicate, that they seek to 
deceive,or that they are not willing men should 
be enlightened. It is in nature, and not in Hieo- 
io7i/, ^^^^ ^® must draw up an intelligible and 
tnie philosophy. 



do not kuDWj there is extravagance in 
assigning to it unknowii qualities, and 
that there is stupidity in trembling be- 
fore true phantoms, or in respecting vain 
idols, clothed with incompatible quali- 
ties, which our imaginations h^ve com- 
bined, without ever being able to con- 
sult experience and reason. 

This will serve as a reply to Doctor 
Clarke, who says : '^ How weak then, 
and foolish is it to raise objections 
against the being of God from the in- 
comprehensibleness of his essence!— 
ana to represent it as a strange andin- 
credible thing, that there should exist 
any incorporeal substance^ the es- 
sence of which we are not able to 
comprehend P^ He had said, a little 
higher: " There is not so mean and 
contemptible a plant or aninuU that 
does not confound the most enlarged 
understanding upon earth : nay, even 
the simplest ana plainest of all in- 
animate beings have their essence or 
substance hidden from us in the deep- 
est and most impenetrable obscurity. 
How weak then, and foolish it is to 
raise objections against the being of 
God from the incom/prehensibleness 
of his essence P^ 

We shall reply to him. first, that the 
idea of an immaterial suDstance or be- 
ing, without extent, is only an absence 
of ideas, a negation of extent, and that 
when they tell us a being is not mat- 
ter, they speak to us of that which is 
not, and do not teach us that which 
is ; and that in saying a being cannot 
act upon our senses, they teach us that 
we have no means of assurinsr our- 
selves whether he exists or not. 

Secondly, we shall confess, without 
hesitation, that men of the greatest 
genius, are not acquainted with the 
essence of stones, plants, animals, nor 
the secret springs which constitute 
some and which make others vegetate 
or act ; but that at least we see them, 
that our senses at least have a know- 
ledge of them in some respects ; that 
we can perceive some of their effects, 
according to which we judge them 
well or ill ; whilst our senses cannot 
I compass, on any side, an immaterial 
! being, and, consequently, cannot fur- 
nish us with any one idea of it ; such 
a being is to us an occult quality, or 
rather a being of the imagincUinn : 
if wp are ignorant of the essence or of 
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the intimate combination of the most 
material beings, we shall at least dis- 
cover, with the hel{> of experience, 
some of their relations with ourselves : 
we know their surface, their extent, 
their form, their colour, their softness, 
and their hardness, by the impressions 
which they make on us: we are capa- 
ble of distinguishing them, of compar- 
ing them, of judging of them, of seeing 
them, and of flying from them, accord- 
ing to the different modes in which we 
are affected by them : we cannot have 
the same knowledge of the immaterial 
God, nor of those spirits, of whom 
men, who cannot have more ideas of 
them than other mortals, are unceas- 
ingly talking to us. 

Thirdly, we have a knowledge of 
modifications in ourselves which we 
call sentiments, thoughts, will, and 
passions ; for want of being acquaint- 
ed with our own peculiar essence, and 
the energy of our particular organi- 
zation, we attribute these efiiects to a 
concealed cause, and one distinguished 
from ourselves which we call a spirittial 
being, because it appeared they acted 
differently from our body: nevertheless, 
reflection proves to us that material ef- 
fects can only emanate from a material 
cause. We only see even in the uni- 
verse, physical and material effects, 
which can only be produced by an an- 
alogous cause, and which we shall at- 
tribute, not to a spiritual cause of which 
we are ignorant, but to nature itself, 
which we may know in some respects 
if we will deign to meditate with at- 
tention. 

If the incomprehensibility of God 
is not a reason for denying his exist- 
ence, it is not one to establish that he is 
immaterial, and we shall yet less com- 
prehend him as spiritual than as ma- 
terial, since materiality is a known 
quality, and spirituality is an occult or 
unknown quality, or rather a mode of 
speaking of which we avail ourselves 
only to throw a veil over our ignorance. 
It would be bad reasoning in a man born 
blind, if he denied the existence of 
colours, although these colours can 
have no relation with the senses in the 
absence of sight, but merely with those 
who have it in their power to see and 
know them ; this blind man, however, 
would appear perfectly ridiculous, jf 
he undertook to define them. If there 



were beings who had real ideas of 
God and of a pure spirit, and our the- 
ologians should thence undertake to 
define them, they would be just as ri- 
diculous as the blind man. 

We are repeatedly told that our 
senses only show us the external things, 
that our limited senses are not able to 
conceive a God ; we agree therein, but 
these same senses do not even show 
us the external of this Divinity that 
our theologians would define to us, to 
whom they ascribe attributes upon 
which they unceasingly dispute, though 
even to this time they are not come to 
the proof of his existence. " I greatly 
esteem^^^ says Locke, " all those who 
faithfully defend their opinion ; but 
there are so few persons who after 
the manner they ao defend them, ap- 
pear fully convinced of the opinionn 
they profess^ that I am tempted to 
believe there are more sceptics in the 
world than are generally imagined,"*^* 

Abbadie tells us, that ^^the quea^ 
tion is, whether there be a God, and 
not what this God is." But how as- 
sure ourselves of the existence of a 
being concerning which we shall never 
be able to have a knowledge ? If they 
do not tell us what this being is, how 
shall we feel ourselves capacitated to 
judge whether or not his existence be 
possible? We have seen the ruinous 
foundation upon which men have hilh" 
erto erected the phantom created by 
their imagination ; we have examijaeq 
the proofs of which they avaiJ ih^mr 
selves to establish his existeiioe; we 
have pointed out the numberleiis 4KHI- 
tradictions which result from thvi>e 
irreconcilable qualities with whi4jh they 
pretend to decorate hiro. WluiKiou- 
clusion must we draw froui all tlii*;, 
except that he does not exist ? It ]*> 
true, they assure us, there me iuj4^4», 
tradictions between tlie di^itUi <UU\ 
butes, but there is a d^^ri^rtlof U 
tween our under iimyd^lt^ <^-^- t.'-' 
nature of the Swpreme 6«W i .1.- 
granted, what standard i^ hi^^^ . -. • 
man should posseii« X^ *iM^^*.^ .*-. . 
judge of his God ? Ad; u\f t-» ^ : 
who have inwi^iirt»d tliA^ i^t,^ „,,. 
who have cloth«d biw' ^^'i* v'.:.,^.i«: 
ascribed him bv tU*:«4*fc*-- -' r 



* See his F*»»««r ^t^e^- 
that if men lw»d iW' ^- — 
would doubC 1^ «**^* •*' *■-'■ •' 






n^*<- 



222 



EXAMINATION OF THE PROOFS 



needs an infinite mind to comprehend 
the Divinity, ran the theolt^giaiis boast 
of l>eiiii( lliemsclves in a ca|)acity to 
ronj'rive him? To what piirpo-e then 
dti thi'V ^{M'ak of him to others / Man 
who will never he an infinite being, 
will he Ih> more capable of conceiving 
hi^ <«od in a future worM^ than he is 
in the one which he at this day inha- 
bits? If hitherto we have no know- 
U'«lgc of God, we can never flatter our- 
selves with obtaining it hereafter, see- 
'iiu: that we shall never be Gods. 

Nevertheles*i, it is pretended that it 
ts ner(*<(sary to know this God ; but 
"low prove the necessity of having a 
tiiowledge of that whicli is iniftossiole 
u) hv known? We are then told, that 
i^ood scn^e and reason are sufRcient to 
Mnjviiicc us of the existence of a God. 
\)ut, on the other hand, nm I not told 
*hal reason is a treacherous guide in 
'eligious matters ? Let them at least 
ihow us the precise time when we 
nust abandon this reason, which shall 
lave conducted us to the knowledge 
if God. Shall we consult it again, 
Arhen tht>re shall be a question to ex- 
Mmine whether what they relate of this 
God is probable, if he can unite the 
discordant tpialities which they ascribe 
to him, if he has spoken the language 
which they have attributed to him ? 
Our priiists never will permit us to 
consult reason upon these things ; they 
will still pretend that we ought blindly 
to believe that which they tell us, and 
that the most certain way is to submit 
ourselves to that which they have 
thouglit proper to decide on the nature 
of a l>eing, concerning whom they 
avow they are ignorant, and who is in 
nowise within the reach of mortals. 
Besides, our reason cannot conceive 
infinity, therefore it cannot convince 
us of the existence of a God ; and if 
our priests have a more sublime reason 
than that which is found in us, it will 
be then on the words of our priests 
that we shall believe in God ; we shall 
never be ourselves perfectly convin- 
ced : intimate conviction can only be the 
effect of evidence and demonstration. 

A thing is demonstrated to be im- 
possible, not only as soon as we are 
incapable of having true ideas of it, 
but also whenever the ideas we can 
form of it contradict themselves, de- 
stroy themselves, and are repugnant to 



one another. We cam have no true idei« 
of a spirit ; the ideas we are able to 
form of it are contradictory, when we 
say that a being, destitute of organs 
and of extent, can feeL can think, can 
have will or desires. The theological 
God cannot act : it is repugnant to his 
divine essence to have human qualities; 
and if we suppose these qualities infi- 
nite, they wul only be more unintelli- 
gible, and more difficult or impossible 
to be reconciled. 

If Grod is to the human species what 
colours are to the man bom blind, this 
Grod has no existence with relation to as ; 
if it is said that he unites the qualities 
which are assigned to him, this God is 
impossible. If we are blind, let as 
not reason either upon Grod or npon 
his colours ; let us not ascribe to him 
attributes ; let us not occupy ourselves 
with him. The theologians are blind 
men, who would explain to others, 
who are also blind, the shades and the 
colours of a portrait representing an 
original which they have not even 
stumbled upon in tne dark.^ Let as 
not be told then that the original, the 
portrait, and his colours do not exist 
the less, because the blind man can- 
not explain them to us nor form to 
himself an idea of them, by the evi- 
dence of those men who enjoy the 
faculty of sight ; but where are those 
quicksighted mortals who have seen 
the Divinity, who have a better know- 
ledge of him than ourselves, and who 
have the right to convince us of his 
existence ? 

Doctor Clarke tells us, it is sitfficient 
that the attributes of God mayoe pos- 
sible^ and such as there is no demorir 

♦ I find, in the work of Doctor Clarke, a 
passage of Melchoir Caniis, bishop of the Ca- 
naries, which could be opposed to all the theo- 
fians in the world, and all their arguments : 
uderet me dicere non me intelligere, si ipsi in- 
telligcreni qui tractarunt. Heraclitus said, if 
it were demanded of a blind man what a sight 
was, he would reply that it was blindness. 
St. Paul announced his God to the Athenians 
as being precisely theunknovm Qod to whom 
they had raised an altar. St. Denis, the areopa- 
ffite, says, it is when they acknowledge they 
do not know God, that they know him Uie best. 
Tunc deum maxime cognoscimus, cum igno- 
rare eum cognoscimus. It is upon this un- 
known God that all theology is founded ! It 
is upon this unknoxon God that they reason 
11 n ppn ai n or! v ! ! It is for the honour of this un- 
^hat ^ey cut the throats of men ! ! ! 
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titration to the contrary. Strange me- 
thod of reasoning ! Would theology 
then be the only science m whicii it 
was permitted to conclude, that a thing 
is, as soon as it is possible to be ? After 
having brought forward reveries with- 
out foundation, and propositions which 
nothing support, has he quitted them 
to say that they are truths, because the 
contrary cannot be demonstrated? — 
Nevertheless it is extremely possible 
to demonstrate that the theological God 
is impossible ; to prove it, it is suffi- 
cient to make it seen, as we have not 
ceased to do, that a being formed by the 
monstrous combination of contrasts, 
the most offensive to reason, cannot 
exist. 

Nevertheless, it is always insisted 
upon, and we are told that it is not pos- 
sible to conceive that intelligence or 
thought can be properties and modifica- 
tions of matter, of which, however, 
Doctor Clarke avows we ignore the 
energy and the essence, or of which 
he has said that men of the greatest 
genius have had but superficial or in- 
complete ideas. But could it not be 
asked of him if it is easier to conceive 
that intelligence and thought may be 
properties of spirit, of which we have 
certainly far less ideas than we have 
of matter ? If we have only obscure 
and imperfect ideas of the most sensi- 
ble and gross bodies, should we be able 
to have a more distinct knowledge of 
an immaterial substance, or of a spirit- 
ual God, who does not act upon any 
one of our senses, and who if he did 
act upon them, would cease from 
thence to be immaterial ? 

Doctor Clarke has no foundation for 
telling us that " immaterial substan- 
ces are not impossible ;^^ or that "a 
substance immaterial is not a contra- 
dictory notion. Now whoever asserts 
that it is contradictory, must affirm 
that whatever is not matter is no- 
thing.^'* Every thing that acts upon our 
senses, is matter; a substance desti- 
tute of extent or of the properties of 
matter cannot make itself felt by us, 
nor consequently give us perceptions 
or ideas : constituted as we are, that 
of which we have no ideas has no ex- 
istence with relation to us. Thus, 
there is no absurdity in maintaininj? 
that all which is not matter is nothing ; 
on the contrarv, this is a truth so stri- 



king, that there is nothing short of the 
most inveterate prejudice or knavery 
that can doubt or deny it. 

Our learned adversary does not re- 
move the difficulty in asking: "iire 
our Jive senses^ by an absolute neces- 
sity in the nature of the thing, all and 
the only possible ways of perception f 
And is it impossible ana contradic- 
tory there should be any being in the 
universe endued with ways of percep- 
tion different from those which are 
the result of our present composition f 
Or, are these things, on the contrary^ 
purely arbitrary ; and the same pow- 
er that gave us these may have given 
others to other beings, and might, if 
he had pleased, have given to us others 
in this present state .?" I reply, first, 
that before we presume what God can 
or cannot do, it were necessary to have 
proved his existence. I reply also, that 
we have in fact but five senses ;* that by 
their aid it is impossible for man to 
conceive such a being as they suppose 
the theological God to be ; that we are 
absolutely ignorant what would be the 
extent oi our conception if we had 
more senses. Thus to demand what 
God could have done in such a case, 
is also to suppose the thing in ques- 
tion, seeing that we cannot have a 
knowledge how far can go the power 
of a being of which we have no idea. 
We have no more knowledge of that 
which angels, beings difierent from 
ourselves, intelligences superior to us, 
can feel and know. We are ignorant 
of the mode in which plants vegetate ; 
how should we know any thing of be- 
ings of an order entirely distinguished 
from our own ? At least we can rest 
assured that if God is infinite, as it is 
said he is, neither the angels nor any 
subordinate intelligence can conceive 
him. If man is an enigma to himself, 
how should he be able to comprehend 
that which is not himself? It is ne- 
cessary then that we confine ourselves 

♦ The theologians frequently speak to U8 
of on intimate aense^ of a natural instinct^ by 
tlie aid of which wo discover or feel ihe di- 
vinity and the pretended truths of religion. 
But if we only examine these things, we shall 
find that this intiviate sense and tnis instinct 
are no more than the effects of hab't, of en- 
thusiasm, of inquietude, and of prejudie?^ 
which, frequently in despite of all reason, lead 
us back to prejudices which our min 1. wheu 
tranquil, cannot IvmI x^^ecx. 
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i,» jii'lirr wiih tilt' livr >on<«*^ wr have, that is to say, inrapable of producmg 
A Ml ml iiian h:i< fiily I ho u^e of any ihing by itself without the assist- 
f.'iir ^I'lk^f^ : h*> \\'A^ iit^i the riiiht uf aiire of a moving power which gives 
(lni\ i!iu' il:;ii ilirn* «liM«* I'Xi^i an extra it inutiun, can we ever conceive that 
scii^f f'l I iitlhT< : liiii lie fan ^ay. with material nature reteives its motion 
iniiii iiiiil H'aM.n. ihaihf ha^ noidfa fnun a power that has nothing mate- 
of ihf i-iirris wliii'h wkiiM hr produced rial ? Can man really figure to him- 
with I lit- ^«-n-e whii'h hi* larks. It is >elf that a substance, which has no 
with ilie^t' live '^fii-e^ iii.ii \\e are re- t)ne of the properties of matter, can 
dueed to iiidir«> of the Pi^'iniiv which create matter, draw it from its own 
no one aiuoiijst (he thffl(i::ians ran pt>euliar:iOurce. arrange it, penetrate iL 
show us or MV better thuu ourselves, direct its motion, and guide its course? 
AVould not a Mind man. surrounded Motion, then, is coeternal with mat- 
with oilier men devoid of >i:;hi. be au- ter. Fromall eternity the particles of the 
tbori/ed to demand of them by what universe have acted one upon the other 
riuht tliey s|>i)ke to biin of a sen-ic in virtue of their energies, of their pe- 
wiiieb tlu'v theinselve'i did not poshes*, culiar essences, of their primitive ele 
or of a belli!; \i\Km which (heir own ments. and of their various combina 
jHM'uliar exiKTience taught them no- tions. These particles must have com 
thin;; i* bined in consequence of their analogy 
In short, we can as^ain reply to Doc- or relations, attracted and repelled eacn 
tor Clarke, that, accord in «j to his sy>- other, have acted and reacted, gfravi- 
t**ni, the supposition is im|H)ssible, and tated one upon the other, beeu united 
oustIk not to be made, seeing that God and dissolved, received their forms, and 
havinir, urcorJing to himself, made been changed by their continual collis- 
man, was willing, without doubt, that ions. In a material world, the acting- 
he should have no more than five i>ower must be material; in a whole, 
senses, or that he was what he actually of which the parts are essentially in 
is, luvause it was necessary' that he motion, there is no occasion for an act- 
should be thus to conform to the wise ing power distinguished from itself; 
view-i and to the immutable designs the whole must be in perpetual motion 
which tlu'«.>K»iry ijives him. by it-< own peculiar energy. The gen- 
Doctor Clarke, as well a^ all other eral motion, as we have elsewhere prov- 
the(»lo:;ians. found the existence ofiheir ed. has its birth from the particular 
God upon the necessity of a power motions which beings communicate to 
that may have the ability to begin mo- each other without interruption, 
tion. But if matter has always exist- We see. then, that theology, in sup- 
ed. it has always, had motii»n, which as posing a God who gives motion to na- 
we have proved, is as essential to it as ture, and who was distinguished from 
its extent, and flows from its primitive it. has done no more than multiply be- 
properties. There is, then, motion only ing^. or rather ha< only personifaed the 
m matter, and mobility is a con-e- principle of mobility inherent in mat- 
quence of its existence; not that the ter: in giving to this principle human 
great whole can itself occupy other qualiiie<. it has only lent its intelli- 
parts of space than those which it ac- gence. thought — perfections which can 
tually occupies, but its parts can change, in nowise be suitable to it. Every 
and do change continually their re- . thing which Doctor Clarke, and all the 
spective situations ; it is from thence modern theologians, tell us of their 
results the conservation and the life of God. becomes, in some respects, suffi- 
nature, which is always immutable in , ciently intelligible as soon as we apply 
its whole. But in supposing, as is if to nature and to matter; it is eter- 
done every day, that matter is intrt, ] nal. that is to say, it cannot have had 
; a commencement, and it will never 

* In supposing, as the theologians do, that 
Grod imposes upon men the necessity of 



have an end; it is infinite, that is 

to sav, we have no conception of its 

knowin? him their pretension appews as irra- limits. &c. But human qualities, al- 

tional as would be the idea of a landholder to . „.„„, Ur^^^„,^A a..«. «„«^«i.,« «„ v.* 

^horn they should ascribe the whim thai the , ^^ ^V^ borrowed froin ourselves, cannot 

antsofhissarden could know him and rmg\vt . «^ s>i\V^xAe\ov\,'^e^\xv^\W\tW(vuah- 

reason pertinently upon him. V^^^^ ^"^^ moOLe^ci\\i^\\\^,Q»\\si<^«Si-«>ciNR^ 
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only belong to particular beings, and 
not to the whole wflich contains them. 

Thus, to resume the answers which 
have been given to Doctor Clarke, we 
shall say, first, we can conceive that 
matter has existed from all eternity, 
seeing that we cannot conceive it to 
have had a beginning. Secondly, that 
matter is independent, seeing there is 
nothing exterior to it ; that it is immu- 
table, seeing it cannot change its na- 
ture, although it is unceasingly chang- 
ing its form or combination. Thirdly, 
that matter is self-existent ; since, not 
being able to conceive that it can be 
annihilated, we cannot conceive it can 
possibly have commenced to exist. — 
Fourthly, that we do not know the es- 
sence or true nature of matter, although 
we have a knowledge of some of its 
properties and qualities according to 
the mode in which it acts upon us ; 
this is what we cannot say of God. 
Fifthly, that matter, not having had a 
beginning, will never have an end, 
although its combinations and its 
forms have a commencement and an 
end. Sixthly, that if all which exists, 
or every thing that our mind can con- 
ceive, is matter, this matter is infinite ; 
that is to say, cannot be limited by any 
thing ; that it is omnipresent, if there 
is no place exterior to itself; indeed, 
if there was a place exterior to it, this 
would be a vacuum, and then Grod 
would be the ^Mlcuum. Seventhly, that 
nature is only one, although its ele- 
ments or its parts may be varied to in- 
finity, and indued with properties ex- 
tremely difierent. Eighthly, that mat- 
ter, arranged, modified, and combined, 
in a certain mode, produces in some 
beings, that which we call intelligence ; 
It is one of its modes of being, but it 
is not one of its essential properties. 
Ninthly, that matter is not a free agent, 
smce it cannot act otherwise than it 
does in virtue of the laws of its nature, 
or of its existence, and consequently, 
that heavy bodies must necessarily 
fall, light bodies must rise, fire must 
burn; man must feel good and evil, 
according to the nature of the beings 
of which he experiences the action. 
Tenthly, that the power or the energy 
of matter has no other bounds than 
those which are prescribed by its own 
nature. Eleventhly, that wisdom, j us- 
tice, goodness, &c. are qualities pecu- 
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liar to matter combined and modified 
as it is found in some beings of the 
human species, and that the idea of 
perfection is an abstract, negative, 
metaphysical idea, or a mode of con- 
sidering objects which supposes no- 
thing real to be exterior to ourselves. 
In fine, twelfthly, that matter is the 
principle of motion, which it contains 
within itself, since matter only is capa- 
ble of giving and receiving motion : 
this is what cannot be conceived of an . 
immaterial and simple being, destitute 
of parts ; who. devoid of extent, of 
mass, of weight, cannot either move 
himself, or move other bodies — much 
less, createj produce, and preserve them 



CHAPTER III. 

Examination of ike Proofs of the Existence 
of Ood given by Descartes^ Malehrandu^ 
Newton, d^c, 

God is incessantly spoken of, and 
yet no one has hitherto arrived at de- 
monstrating his existence ; the most 
sublime geniuses have been obliged to 
run aground against this rock; the 
most enlightened men have done no 
more than stammer upon a matter 
which every one concurred in consider- 
ing the most important ; as if it could 
be necessary to occupy ourselves with 
objects inaccessible to our senses, and 
of which our mind cannot take any 
hold! 

To the end that we may convince 
ourselves of the little solidity which 
the greatest men have given to those 
proofs by which they have successively 
imagined to establish the existence of 
God, let us briefly examine what the 
most celebrated philosophers have said ; 
and let us begin with Descartes, the re- 
storer of modern philosophy. This 
great man himself tells us : " All the 
strength of argument which I have 
hitherto used to prt)ve the existence of 
God, consists in this, that I acknow- 
ledge it would not be possible my na- 
ture was such as it 13, that is to say, that 
I should have in me the idea of a God. 
if God did not truly exist; this same 
God, I say, of whom the idea is in me, 
that is to say, who possesses all those 
high 'perfections of which our mind can 
have some slight idea, without^ hr- 
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rxr- • •. . .. • ■.' -.i! iii»m." fact, we knew Ui&2 :: ^ frn= 'i;* prs- 

.N. . \! III. ; "<' Isj'itt' •;;p«j»r* of Des'.arte* "Hit: S::-:>SE irrT 

I. . T . .. up hi* *y>T€ci- TTiJri. n:w=. fr;«z. :i-fc 

:;. . : -.. . .1 ..:■.. ii! r. . ji;u''- '■•*: nece^^arilv. 

\\ ...'..' t .-.•:..\ o :..'I'i.J»' fr-«m We xniziiU then. Tri-h rret: r?t>;i. 

: . :•! r.:-f I » \i*t and accuse De^canes c>z a:iir>u-.. r-ir'zz 

; . ■ .1 : . -: ji''f.-i »..iiij. that be destroys in a rirry -5r::ii. 

: . ■ . • 1 1 .:. !:»•■ I vi-ti n«"»- .f , inaDLer the fcrebie pro;:? '^i.;! ir 

I, . 1 . ..! .:"\ .!< lii !i*ir;itf.!.** jive^ of ibe existence of a G.'i. "^Vr 

: ' . V ;. Pi -. .i:ii-*. ihat we have then fuundaiii-n fz'T ^i^y.:^ :: i-r. 

. ...;■.;. if that th»» I hut his system oreri urn? 'r^^. .zea -.:" 

.\ . ....-I * « !i.i\r a:i iilt»a iht.* creation. Indeed, be f. -re Gi': i":: 

i!. :• j'H *i !i!* i.« u< created matter, he couid Lct c:-ri.f: 

i: I ..V . . . : .1 hi}i;-'^'ntr. nor be c«>-extended with i: : aL-i :i*j^ 

....:.:•. Ml Tii.it -'ir- ru*»? according to De>carte?. tL* re was 

I ::..i: !Im-*i liim;:^ noGwd: seeinj that by takiiiz ir:zi 

. . . \ . ' thf modification? their subie-.-i. :be*e 

. 1. . - .1 .. Pi ^»Mi!i ^. ih.it it tui'ditications mu$t themseive* iisap- 

. - . :..iM- a pi«*i- pt-ar. If God. according tc- the Cine- 

i;. .: . : wji. Ml. a-i ^laii-*. is nothing but nature, they are 

. ...»..-. in- \\«'uhl ijuiio Spinoitians ; if Grc»d is the mo- 

. .\ ... '.: .H '.liipo^^sMi* tivo-power of this nature, if Gc»d no 

..... : I. :..;-. :»• rt»rin Imiiror exists by himself, he exists do 

. ..■ i :..;« ..iia »'f a loniTiT than the subject to which he 

I • .;i:.s«' I'f o\- i^ inherent subsists ; that is to sav. 

. .. 14 aiMim: nature, of which he is the motire- 

.. • ■ ...,«. u.il anti power. Thus. Grod no longer exists 

. . .. ... :i ui Iia\r al- j by himself, he will only exist as long 

I.. i 1 as the nature which he moves: with- 

. , ■..» ..' :..;.). s!i.ii It iMit matter, or without a subject to 

... •:......: :..i\c ai»\ ■ movi\ to conserve, to produce, what 

.'. .:«.:;. a. *'f will btvome of the motive-power of 

■ .1 .4 : i.'ii- .mIu'i \hc univiT^e ? If God is this moiive- 

„ » ..-...'.N ii^ ]n w or. what will become of him wilb- 

...«..., w kk»' :!jr v-uJ a worbi. in which he can make u<e 

» .■ >»:...:» x\r vm' hw action ?* 

:.. ; .. . r.i:ii: • Wo soi\ ihon, that Descartes, far 

. . .......:. ... .'. ■ ...» .. .•: Iii'in o^ial^li^hing on a solid foundation 

^. i:ir ixi'.tinoo t^f a God, totally destroys 

.. ■ -.tj ::..r.4 !n!ii. Tlio --aine thing will happen 

. p. • 4 N :, v'.v „,..., vs:»ril\ to all those who shall rea- 

i; i\i".: H..n lUHMi him: thov finish always by 

. . , . : ..: .-. MUihn;: him, and bv contradicting 

..... ;;■.. ..v:.s. ::)iinvoho<. Wo shall find the same 

„ »»:...•.,:•.. I- w.ini of ju^-t inference, and the same 

., . . . ;».-,....• - ., p.u.i.lu'iiiMi^. in the principles of the 

I,. .. ': ..; ...N- .r.i I'l.iii'.l father Malobr-;\nclie, which, 

., . ». >..,..< .: r.^n-idorod with the slightest atten- 

'. ... .V. * j.,'n. .>.p]var to conduct us directly to 

ti , .... • i- >'.....<:>••.: indood, what can be niore 

........ . ■ ,\'».\i;>nn.il»b 10 iho language of Spino- 

'. •..». tU.iii to -.n. ihai ''the unirerse is 

»i...-. .-. . .•..:, .; : : -^iii int ion /mm Ood ; that 

...... ;.-. .<. . tvir.i thiiiiT in tind ; Ihat every 

f.,.. » ;.. ;.• i!\»*>o . .; ., x.^\ich wt^ sec is only God ; that 

, I 

»»..:. »n.»,'uu, -.a.. .1. .1 ^»-.> ».*.iv »»•»" ' -s«r r-ii Impiims ^fan Conrincet/, or a 
u. n ...»i, i» iu» »".:\»i ii»si il\au ;>..,.. ..:.';.ijj .uMiM*< 5;'in<wa, page 115, and 
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God alone does every thing thai is 
done ; thai all th^ action^ and every 
operation which takes place in all 
nature is himself; in a word, thai 
God is every being, and the only 
being ?" 

Is not this formally saying that na- 
ture is God? Besides, at the same 
time that Malebranche assures us we 
see every thing in God, he pretends, 
that ** it is not yet clearly demonstra- 
ted that matter and bodies have ex-ist- 
ence, and that faith alone teaches us 
these mysteries, of which, without it, 
we should not have any knowledge 
whatever?"^ In reply, it may 'be rea- 
sonably asked of him, how the exist- 
ence 01 God, who has created matter, 
can be demonstrated, if the existence 
of this matter itself is yet a problem? 

Malebranche himself acknowledges 
that we can have no precise demon- 
stration of the existence of any other 
being than of that which is necessary j 
he adds, that " if it be closely examin- 
ed, it will be seen that it is not even 
possible to know, with certitude, if 
God be or be not truly the creator of 
a material and sensible world.^^ Af- 
ter these notions, it is evident, that 
according to Father Malebranche, men 
have only their faith to guaran^ the 
existence of God; but faith itseli sup- 
poses this existence ; if it be not cer- 
tain that God exists, how shall we be 
persuaded that we must believe that 
which it is reported he says ? 

On the other hand, these notions of 
Malebranche evidently overturn all the- 
ological doctrines. How can the lib- 
erty of man be reconciled with the 
idea of a God who is the motive-power 
of all nature ; who immediately moves 
matter and bodies ; without whose con- 
sent nothing is done in the universe ; 
who predetermines the creatures to eve- 
ry thing which they do? How can they, 
with this belief, pretend that human 
souls have the faculty of forming 
thoughts, wills ; of moving and of modi- 
fying themselves ? If it be supposed, 
with the theologians, that the conser- 
vation of his creatures is a continued 
creation, is it not God who, in preser- 
ving them, enables them to commit 
evil? It is evident, that, according to 
the system of Malebranche, God does 
every thing, and that his creatures are 
no more than passive instruments in 



his hands ; their sins, as well as their 
virtues, appertain to him ; men can 
neither have merit nor demerit ; this 
is what annihilates all religion. It is 
thus that theology is perpetually occu- 
pied with destroying itself.* 

Let us now see if the immortal 
Newton will give us ideas more true, 
and proofs more certain, of the exist- 
ence of Grod. This man, whose ex- 
tensive genius,, has unravelled nature 
•and its laws has bewildered himself 
as soon as he lost sight of them; & 
slave to the prejudices of his infancy, 
he has not had the courage to hold the 
flambeau of his enlightened under- 
standing up to the chimera which they 
have gratuitously associated with na- 
ture ; he has not allowed that its own 
peculiar powers were sufficient for it 
to produce all those phenomena which 
he has himself so happily explained. 
In short, the sublime Newton is no 
more than an infant, when he quits 
physics and demonstration, to lose 
himself in the imaginary regions of 
theology. Here is the manner in which 
he speaks of the Divinity if 

" This God," says he, " governs all, 
not as the soul of the world, but as the 
lord and sovereign of all things. It is 
in consequence of his sovereignty that 
he is called the Lord God, llavTOKparojpf 
the universal emperor. Indeed, the 
word God is relative and relates to 
slaves ; the deity is the dominion or 
the sovereignty of God, not over his 
own body, as those who look upon Grod 
as the soul of the world think, but over 
slaves." 

We see from thence that Newton, 
as well as all the theologians, makes 
of his God a pure spirit, who presides 
over the universe ; a monarch, a lord 
paramount, a despot, that is to say, a 
powerful man; a prince, whose gov- 
ernment takes for a model that which 
the kings of the earth sometimes exer- 
cise over their subjects, transformed 
into slaves, whom ordinarily they make 
to feel, in a very grievous manner, the 
weight of their authority. Thus the 
God of Newton is a despot, that is to 
say, a man, who has the privilege of 

* See The Impious Man Convinced^ p. 
143 and 214. 

t See Prindpia Mathcmatica, page 528^ 
and sequel London edition. 1726. 
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being good when it pleases him, unjust 
and perverse when his fancy so deter- 
mines him. But, according t'oihe ideas 
of Newton, the world has not existed 
from all eternity, the slaves of Grod 
have been formed in the course of 
time, therefore, we must conclude from 
it that before the creation of the world, 
the Gud of Newton was a sovereign 
without subjects and without estates. 
Let us see if this great philosopher is 
more in accord with himself, in the 
subse(}uent ideas which he gives us of 
his deified despot. 

" The supreme God," he says, " is 
an eternal, infinite, and absolutely per- 
fect being, but however perfect a being 
he may be, if he has no sovereignty, 
he is not the supreme God : the word 
God signifies lord, but every lord is not 
God ; it is the sovereignty of the spir- 
itual being which constitutes Grod ; it 
is the true sovereignty which consti- 
tutes the true Grod ; it is the supreme 
sovereignty which constitutes the su- 
preme Grod ; it is a false sovereignty 
which constitutes a false Grod. From 
true sovereignty, it follows, that the 
true God is living, intelligent and pow- 
erful ; and from his other perfections, 
it follows, that he is supremely or 
sovereignly perfect. He is eternal, in- 
finite, omniscient ; that is to say, that 
he exists from all eternity, and will 
never have an end : durat ab (Bterno^ 
ah infinito in injiniium ; he governs 
all and he knows every thing that is 
done, or that can be done. He is nei- 
ther eternity nor infinity, but he is eter- 
nal and infinite ; he is not space nor 
duration, but he exists and is present 
(od^e*/)."* 

In all this unintelligible rigmarole, 
we see nothing but incredible efforts to 
reconcile the theological attributes or 
the abstract qualities with the human 
qualities given to the deified monarch ; 
we see in it negative qualities, which 
are no longer suitable to man, given, 
however, to the sovereign of nature, 
whom they have supposed a king. — 
However it may be, here is always the 
supreme God who has occasion for 
subjects to establish his sovereignty; 
thus God needs men for the exercise 



* The word adest^ which Newton makes 
use of in the text, appears to be placed iViete 
to avoid aaying that God is coniained \u 
space. 



of his emiirv.'. without which he would 
not be a killl,^ When tliere was no- 
thing, of what was Grod lord? How* 
ever this may be, this lord, this spint« 
ual king, does he not exercise his spir- 
itual empire in vain upon beings who 
frequently do not that which he wills 
they should do, who are continually 
struggling against him, who spread 
disorder in his states? This spiritual 
monarch is the master of the minds, 
of the souls, of the wills, and of the 
passions, of his subjects, to whom he 
lias left the freedom of revolting against 
him. This infinite monarch, who fills 
every thing with his inmiensity, and 
who governs all, does he govern the 
man who sins, does he direct his ac- 
tions, is he in him when he offends his 
God ? The Devil, the false God, the 
evil principle, has he not a more exten- 
sive empire than the true Grod, whose 
projects, according to the theolc^^ians, 
lie is unceasingly overturning ? The 
true sovereign, is it not he whose pow- 
er in a state influences the greater 
number of his subjects? If God is 
omnipresent, is he not the sad witness 
and tne accomplice of those outrages 
which are every where offered to his 
divine majesty ? If he fills all, has 
he not extent, does he not coirespond 
with various points of space, and from 
thence does he not cease to be spirit- 
ual ? 

"God is one," continues Newton 
" and he is the same for ever and everj 
where, not only by his virtue alone, or 
his energy, but also by his substance." 

But how can a being who acts, who 
produces all those changes which be- 
in2^s undergo, always be the same ? 
What is understood by the virtue or 
energy of God ? These vague words, 
do they present any clear idea to our 
mind? What is understood by the 
divine substance? If this substance 
is spiritual and devoid of extent, how 
can there exist in it any parts ? How 
can it put matter in motion? How 
can it be conceived ? 

Nevertheless, Newton tells us, that 
" all things are contained in him, and 
are moved in him, but without recipro- 
cal action (sed sine mutua passione). 
God experiences nothing by the motion 
of bodies ; these experience no oppo- 
WvuoYv vfVvaX^vetVs^ \i\% omnipresence." 
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to the Divinity characters which are 
suitable only to vacuum and to no- 
thing. Without that, we cannot con- 
ceive that it is possible not to have a 
reciprocal action or relation between 
those substances which are penetrated, 
which are encompassed on all sides. 
It appears evident that here the author 
does not understand himself. 

"It is an incontestable truth that 
God exists necessarily, and the same 
necessity obliges him to exist always 
and every where : from whence it fol- 
lows that he is in every thing similar 
to itself; he is all eyes, all ears, ail 
brain, all arms, all feeling, all intelli- 

fence, and all action ; but in a mode 
y no means human, by no means cor- 
poreal, and which is totally unknown 
to us. In the same manner as a blind 
jman has no idea of colours, it is thus 
we have no idea of the mode in which 
Grod feels and understands." 

The necessary existence of the Di- 
vinity, is precisely the thing in ques- 
tion ; it is this existence which it is 
necessary to have verified by proofs 
as clear, and demonstration as strong, 
as gravitation and attraction. If the 
thing had been possible, the genius of 
Newton would, without doubt, have 
compassed it. But, oh man ! so great 
and so powerful, when you were a 
geometrician ; so little and so weak, 
when you became a theologian ; that 
is to say, when you reasoned upon that 
which can neither be calculated nor 
submitted to experience; how could 
you think of speaking to us of a being 
who is, by your own confession, to you 
just what a picture is to a blind man ? 
Wherefore quit nature, to seek in ima- 
ginary spaces, those causes, those pow- 
ers, and that energy, which nature 
would have shown you in itself, if you 
had been willing to consult her with 
your ordinary^ sagacity ? But the great 
Newton has no longer any courage ; he 
voluntarily blinds himself, when the 
question is a prejudice which habit has 
made him look upon as sacred. Let us 
continue, however, to examine how 
far the genius of man is capable of 
leading itself astray, when once he 
-abandons experience and reason, and 
suffers himself to be guided by his 
imagination. 

" Grod," continues the father of mod- 
ern philosophy, " is totally destitute of 



body and of corporeal figure ; here is 
the reason why he cannot be either 
seen or touched, or understood; and 
ought not to be adored under any cor- 
poreal form." 

But what ideas can be foimed of a 
being who is nothing of that of which 
we have a knowledge ? What are the 
relations which can be supposed to 
exist between us and him ? To what 
end adore him? Indeed if you do 
adore him, you will be obliged, in 
despite of yourself, to make him a be- 
ing similar to man ; sensible, like him, 
to homage, to presents, and to flattery ; 
in short, you will make him a king, 
who, like those of the earthy exacts 
the respect of all who are subjected to 
them. Indeed, he adds : — 

"We have ideas of his attributes, 
but we do not know that it is any one 
substance ; we only see the figures and 
the colours of boaies, we only hear 
sounds, we only touch the exterior sur- 
faces, we only smell odours, we only 
taste flavours; no one of our senses, 
no one of our reflections, can show us 
the intimate nature of substances ; we 
have still less ideas of God." 

If we have an idea of the attributes 
of Grod, it is only because we give 
him those belonging to ourselves, 
which we never do more than aggran- 
dize or exaggerate to that height as to 
make them mistaken for those quali- 
ties we knew at first. If, in all those 
substances which strike our senses, we 
only know the eflects which they pro- 
duce on us^ and after which we assign 
them qualities, at least these qualities 
are something, and give birth to dis- 
tinct and clear ideas in us. That su- 
perficial knowledge, or whatever it 
may be, which our senses furnish us, 
is the only one we can possibly have ; 
constituted as we are, we find ourselves 
obliged to be contented with it, and 
we see that it is sufficient for our 
wants : but we have not even the most 
superficial idea of a God distinguished 
from matter, or from all known sub- 
stances ; nevertheless, we are reason- 
ing upon him unceasingly ! ^ _, , 

" We only have a knowledge ot God 
by his attributes, by his properties, and 
by the excellent and wise arrangement 
which he has given to all things, and 
their final causes ; and we admire 
),im in pnnaflnuence of hi8 pertecUoua-" 



him in consequence 
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I repeat, that we have no knowledge 
of God, but by those of his attributes 
which we borrow from ourselves ; but 
it is evident they cannot become suitable 
to the universal being, who can have 
neither the same nature nor the same 
properties as particular beings, such 
as ourselves. It is after ourselves, that 
we assign to God, intelligence, wisdom 
and perfection, in abstracting from him 
that which we call defects in our- 
selves. As to the order or the arrange- 
ment of the universe, of which we 
make a God the author, we find it ex- 
cellent and wise, when it is favour- 
able to us, or when the causes which 
are coexistent with ourselves do not 
disturb our pwn peculi'ir existence; 
otherwise, we complain of the confu- 
sion, and the Jinal causes vanish. We 
attribute to an immutable God, mo- 
tives, equally borrowed from our own 
peculiar moae of action, for deranging 
the beautiful order which we admire in 
the universe. Thus it is always in 
ourselves, that is in our peculiar mode 
of feeling, that we draw up the ideas 
of order, the attributes of wisdom, of 
excellence, and of perfection, which 
we give to Grod ; whilst all the good 
and all the evil which happen in the 
world, are the necessary consequences 
of the essences of things, and of the 
general laws of matter, in short, of the 
gravity, of the attraction, and of the 
repulsion, and of the laws of motion, 
which Newton himself has so well 
developed, but which he dared not 
apply, as there was a question concern- 
ing the phantom to which prejudice 
ascribes the honour of all those eliects, 
of which nature is itself the true 
cause. 

" We revere and we adore God on 
account of his sovereignty : we wor- 
ship him like his slaves ; a God destitute 
of sovereignty, of providence, and of 
final causes, would be no more than 
nature and destiny." 

It is true, we adore God like igno- 
rant slaves, who tremble under a mas- 
ter whom they know not ; we foolishly 
pray to him, although he is represented 
to us as immutable ; although, in truth, 
this God is nothing more than nature 
acting by necessary laws necessarily 



a physical and blind necessity, wbieh 
should preside erery where, and he 
always the same, there could not 
emanate anv variety in beinss; the 
diversity which we see^ copTd only 
have their origin in the ideas and the 
will of a being which exists necessa- 
rily." 

Wherefore should this dirersity not 
happen from natural causes, from mat- 
ter acting by itself, and of which the 
motion attracts ana combines various, 
and yet analogous elements : or sepa- 
rates neings, by the aid of those substan- 
ces which are not found suitable to 
unite ? Is not bread the result of the 
combination of flower, yest, and wa- 
ter. As for the blind necessity, as is 
elsewhere said, it is that of which we 
ignore the energy, or of which, being 
blind ourselves, we have no knowledge 
of the mode of action. Philosophers 
explain all phenomena by the proper- 
ties of matter; and though they feel 
the want of being acquainted with the 
natural causes, they do not less believe 
them deducible from their properties 
or their causes. The philosophers, 
then, in this, are atheists ! otherwise, 
they would reply, that it is Grod who is 
the author of all these phenomena. 

"It is allegorically said, that Grod 
sees, hears, speaks^ smiles^ lives, hates, 
desires, gives, receives, rejoices, or be- 
comes abgry, fights, makes and fash- 
ions, &c. ("or all that is said of Grod, 
is borrowed from the conduct of men, 
by a kind of imperfect analogy." 

Men have not been able to do other- 
w^ise, for want of being acquainted 
with nature and her ways ; they have 
imagined a peculiar energy, to which 
they have given the name of Grod,and 
they have made him act according to 
the same principles, as they are them- 
selves made to act upon, or according 
to which they would act. if they were 
the masters : it is from this theanthropy 
that have flowed all those absurd and 
frequently dangerous ideas, upon which 
are founded all the religions of the 
world, who all adore in their Grod a 
powerful and wicked man. We shall 
by the sequel, the fatal efiects 



see 



which have resulted to the human spe- 
cies, from those ideas which they hare 



personiGed, or destiny > to which the > formed to themselves of the Divinity, 
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a tyrant. As for the present, let us 

~ continue to examine the proofs which 

are given to us by the deists of the exist- 

" ence of their God, whom they imagine 

they see every where. 

Indeed, it is unceasingly repeated to 

- as, that the regulated motion, the in- 
" variable order, which we see reign in 

the universe, those benefits which are 

- heaped upon men, announce a wisdom, 
^ an intelligence, a goodness, which we 

- cannot refuse acknowledging in the 

• Qause which produces such marvellous 

- effects. We shall reply, that the regu- 

• lated motion which we witness in the 
aniverse, is the necessary consequence 

'. of the laws of matter ; it cannot cease 
to act in the manner it does, so long 
as the same causes act in it ; these mo- 
tions cease to be regulated, order gives 
place to disorder, as soon as new 
causes disturb or suspend the action of 
the first. Order, as we have elsewhere 
shown, is only the effect which results 
to us from a series of motion ; there 
cannot be any real disorder relative to 
the great whole, where every thing that 
takes place is necessary and deter- 
mined by laws that nothing can change. 
, The order of nature may be contradict- 
ed or destroyed, relatively to us, but 
never is it contradicted relatively to 
itself, since it cannot act otherwise 
than it does. If, after the regulated 
and well-ordered motion which we 
see. we attribute intelligence, wisdom, 
ana goodness, to the unknown or sup- 
posed cause of these effects, we are 
obliged in a similar manner to attribute 
to him extravagance and malice, every 
time that these motions become con- 
fused, that is to say, cease to be regu- 
lated relatively to us, or that we are 
ourselves disturbed by them, in our 
mode of existence. 

/ It is pretended that animals furnish 
vs with a convincing proof of a pow- 
erful cause of their existence; it is 
said, that the admirable harmony of 
their parts, which we see lend each 
other mutual assistance, to the end of 
fulfilling their functions and maintain- 
ing them together, announce to us a 
workman, who unites wisdom to pow- 
er.* 



♦ We have already remarked, elsewhere, 
that many authors, with a view of proving 
the existence of a divine intelligence, have 
eopied whole tracts of anatomy and botany ^ 



We cannot doubt the power ol na- 
ture ; she produces all the animals we 
see, by the aid of the combination of 
matter which is a continual action; 
the harmony that subsists between the 
parts of these same animals, is a cod,- 
sequence of the necessary laws of their 
nature and of their combination; as 
soon as this accord ceases, the animal 
is necessarily destroyed. What be- 
comes then of the wisdom, of the in- 
telligence, or the goodness of that pre- 
tended cause to whom they ascribe the 
honour of this so much boasted har- 
mony ? These animals, so marvellous, 
which are said to be the work of an 
immutable God, are they not continu- 
ally changing ; and do they not always 
finish by decaying? .W^here is tne 
wisdom, the goodness, the foresight, 
and the immutability, of a workman, 
who appears only to be occupied with 
deranging and breaking the springs of 
those machines, which are announced 
to us as the chefs (Tceuvres of his 
power and of his ability. If this God 
cannot do otherwise, he is neither free 
nor omnipotent. If he changes his will, 
he is not immutable. If he permits 

• 

which prove nothing, except that there exists 
in nature elements suitable to unite, to ar- 
range themselves, to co-order themselves, in a 
mode to form wnoles, or combinations sus- 
ceptible of producing particular effects. Thus 
these writings, loadal with erudition, only 
make known that there exists in nature beings 
diversely organised, formed in a certain man- 
ner, suitable to certain uses, who would no 
longer exist imder the form they at present 
hav& if their particles ceased to act as they 
do, that is to say, to be disposed m such a 
manner, as to lend each other mutual suc- 
cours. To be surprised that the brain, the 
heart, the eyes, the arteHes, and veins, of an 
animal act as we see them, that the roots of a 
plant attract juices, or that a tree produces 
fruit, is to be surprised that an animal, a 
plant, or a tree exists. These beings would 
not exist, or would no longer be that which 
we know they are, if they ceased to act as 
they do ; this is what happens when they die. 
If their formation, their combination, their 
modes of action and of conserving them- 
selves some time in life, was a proof that 
these bein^ are the effects of an intelligent 
cause; theu* destruction, their dissolution, the 
total cessation of their mode of acting, their 
d«ath, ought to prove, in the same manner, 
that these beings are the efffects of a cause 
destitute of intelligence, and of permanent 
views. If we are told that his views are un- 
known to us; we shall ask, by what right 
then they can ascribe them to this cause, or 
how it can be reasoned uponi 
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ihiTi'iVinn. iMilier ihai every fhini; na- 
iiuf i|.i««< i»i n«Te».^arv. and i^ onlv a 
t'MtiHfijiii'iirt* of its hiw^i. or (hat the 
wiirkiu.iii who maile it i< destitute uf 
pl:iM. ot' ])ower. ■•!' staliility, of ability. 

of :;• Mill II !•*>*>. 

M.iii. who lo ks u|Hin himself as the 
i7ir /-'/*//// r/v of ihe Oiviniiy. furnishes 
iiiiiii' (iiaii every other prmluction, a 
priHifot' th** ini'apariiy or of the malice 
ot' hi« prt'ti'inli'd author: in this sensi- 
Mi'. intflliirtMii. and (hinkini; being, 
who hi'lit'Vf'i hiin^elf thf constant ob- 
ji'i'i (if (he liiviiM* nreililectioii. and 
ivhit lorin^ hi< <«od alicr hi<own pecu- 
hnr iMiMJel. wr only "^ee a more incon- 
^(;itil. more hri(tle marhine. whirh is 
iiiori' onhjiM't (o (lerani;«* i(<>elt'. hy it< 
u'riMl ('ompliraiion, than ihe irros<er 
hi'inir''- Hea.s(s ile>(ituie of our kiiow- 
leili:.'. plants, whirh veireiale, stones, 
(Icvojil of fei'iinij^, itri*. in many re- 
spri'is. heini;< more favouHMl than man ; 
(liry are, a( Ira^t. <'xem]»to»l from the 
sorrow^ of the mind ; from t Ik* torments 
of ihoii>rht : from that dovourini; riia- 
^'rin, of whirh hr i> so fre(iuenily the 
prey. Who is he that would not he 
an animal or a stone, every time he 
rrralU to his imai;ination the irrepar- 
aldr li)>sof a beloved ohject? Would 
it not hr hrttrr to be an inanimate 
ma^v. than a restless, superstitious bc- 
iii:;, who dors nothing; hut tremble 
hrrr hrjow iindrr the yoke of his God, 
and who ai^ain fi)resees intinite tor- 
mrnls in a ftitnre life? Beinijs, desti- 
tute of frrliiitr. of life, of memory, and 
of t)uMi>rht,arr not atilioted hy the idea 
K^i ihr past, of the present, or of the 
fiitiirt* ; tliry do not believe themselves 
in danijrr y"^^ hrrominpr eternally un- 
happy from ha vim; reasoned badly, 
like many ^"^^ iho^r favoured beings 
who prrienil it is for them alone that 
thr nrrhitrri y^\' the world has con- 
siruriril ihr universe.'*' 

• ('ii'i-ro MMvs : " Intrr hnininoni rt Ik'Hunin 



who makes the instruments of wLich 
she avails herself to act : all her works 
are the effect of her own eners^, ind 
of those ag[ents or causes which she 
makes, which she contains, which she 
puts in action. Eternal, uncreated, 
indestructihle elements, always in mo- 
tion, in combining themselves various- 
ly, give birth to all the beings and to 
all the phenomena which our eye^ he- 
hold ; to all the effects, good or bad, 
which we feel ; to the order or the con- 
fusion which we never distinguish but 
by the ditlerent modes in which we 
are affected; in short, to all those 
wonderful phenomena upon which we 
meditate and reason. For that pur- 
[H>se, these elements have occasion 
only for their properties, whether par- 
ticular or united, and the motion which 
is essential to them, without its being 
necessary to recur to an unknown 
workman to arrange, fashion, combine, 
conserve, and dissolve them. 

But, supposing, for an instant, that it 
were impossible to conceive the uni- 
verse without a workman, who has 
formed it, and who watches over his 
work, where shall we place this work-, 
man ? shall it be within or without the 
universe? is he matter or motion; or 
rather, is he only space, nothing, or 
the vacuum ? In all these cases, either 
he would be nothing, or he would be 
contained in nature, and submitted to 
her laws. If he be in nature, I can 
onl) see matter in motion, and I must 
conclude from it that the agent who 

tiiin ct futuruin." Thus, what it has been 
wished lo make pass as a prerogative of man, 
is only a real disadvantage. Seneca has said : 
" Noa ct venturo torqucmur ct praeterito, timo- 
ria cnim tormcntuin inrmoria reducit, pro\i- 
dentia anticipat ; iiomo tantum prssentibus 
iiiieer cat." Could wi» not demand of every 
honrat man, who tolls ua that a good God 
created the universe for the happiness of our 
si'nsible siKMiies, would i/uu yourself hare cr^ 
atetia world which contains so many wretches 7 
would it not have been better to have abstain- 
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hor inftMuio inirnsi. ipind h;ro ad id £k>luin ed from creating so great a number of sensi- 
HuoJ a.lt»«i. initui qur pra»srr\s est, »«* arroni- \ We beinirs. than to have called ihem into lifii 
ii»i>,lai. I'jv duhuii ndiiiiHluni sintirna pra'teri- ■** of making them suffer 1 
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moves It IS corporeal and material, and 
that, consequently, he is subject to dis- 
solution. If this agent be exterior to 
I nature, I have then no longer any idea 
of the place which he occupies, neither 
: can I conceive an immaterial being, 
nor the mode in w^hich a spirit without 
extent, can act upon the matter from 
which it is separated. Those unknown 
spaces which the imagination has pla- 
ced beyond the visible world, have no 
existence relatively to a being who 
sees with diflficulty down to his feet; 
the ideal power which inhabits them 
cannot be painted to my mind, but 
when my imagination shall combine 
) at random the fantastical colours which 
i it is always obliged to draw from the 
world where I am ; in this case, I shall 
do no more than reproduce in idea that 
v '■ which my senses shall have really per- 
j ceived, and this God, which I strive to 
« distinguish from nature, or to place out 
of its bosom, will always return into 
it necessarily and in despite of me.* 
It will be insisted that if a statue or 
' a watch were shown to a savage, who 
' had never before seen either, he would 
not be able to prevent himself from ac- 
knowledging that these things were 
the works of some intelligent agent, 
of more ability, and more industrious 
than himself: it will be concluded 
from thence, that we are in like man- 
ner obliged to acknowledge that the 
machine of the universe, that man, that 
the various phenomena of nature, are 
the works of an agent, whose intelli- 
gence and power far surpasses our 
own. 

I reply, in the first place, that we can- 
not doubt that nature is extremely pow- 
erful and very industrious ; we admire 
her activity, every time that we are 
surprised by those extensive, various, 
and complicated effects which we find 
in those of her work, which we take 
the trouble to meditate upon ; never- 
theless, she is neither more nor less in- 



* Hobbes says : " The world is corporeal ; it 
has the dimensions of size, that is to say, 
length, breadth, and depth. Each portion of 
a body, is a body, and has these same dimen- 
sions : consequently, each part of the uni- 
verse is a body, and that which is not a body, 
is no part of the universe ; but as the universe 
is every thing, that which does not make a 
part of it, is nothing, and can be no part." 
See Hobbes^ Leviathan^ chap. 46. 

No. VIII.— 3^ 



dustrious in one of her works than in 
' another. We no more understand how 
she has been capable of producing a 
stone or a metal, than a head organized 
like that of Newton. We call that 
man industrious, who can do things, 
which we ourselves cannot do; na- 
ture can do every thing, and as soon 
as a thing exists, it is a proof that sne 
has been capable of making it. Thus 
it is never more than relatively to our- 
selves that we judge nature to be in- 
dustrious ; we compare her then to our- 
selves; and as we enjoy a quality 
which we call intelligence^ by the as- 
sistance of which we produce works, 
or by which we show our industry, we 
conclude from it, that those works ol 
nature, which astonish us the most, do 
not belong to her, but are to be ascrib- 
ed to an intelligent workman like our- 
selves, but in whom we proportion the 
intelligence to the astonishment which 
his works produce in us, that is to say, 
to our own peculiar weakness and igno- 
rance. 

In the second place, the savage to 
whom a statue or a Watch shall be 
brought^ will or will not have ideas of 
human industry : if he has ideas of it, 
he will feel that this watch or this 
statue, may be the work of a being of 
his own species, enjoying those facul- 
ties which he himself lacks. If the 
savage has no idea of human industry 
and of the resources of art, in seeing 
the spontaneous motion of a watch, he 
will believe that it is an animal, which 
cannot be the work of man. Multi- 
plied experience, confirms the mode of 
thinking which I ascribe to this sav- 
age.* Thus in the same manner as a 
great many men, who believe them- 
selves much more acute than he, this 
savage will attribute the strange effects 
he sees, to a Genius, to a Spirit, to a 
God; that is to say, to an unknown 
power, to whom he will assign capa- 
bilities of which he believes the beings 
of his own species to be absolutely 
destitute; by this he will prove no- 



* The Americans took the Spaniards for 
Gods, because they made use of gunpowder, 
rode on horseback, and had vessels which 
sailed quite alone. The inhabitants of the 
island of Tenian, having no knowledge of f xe 
before the arrival of the Europeans, took it, 
the first time they saw it, for an animal which 
devoured wood. 
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thing, except that he is ignorant of 
what man is capable of producing. It 
is thus that a raw, unpolished people 
raise their eyes to heaven, every time 
they witness some unusual phenome- 
non. It is fhus that the people call 
miraculous, supernatural, divine, all 
those strange effects of the natural 
causes of which they are ignorant; 
and as for the greater part, they do not 
know the cause of any thing ; every 
thing is a miracle to them, or at least 
they imagine that God is the cause of 
all the good and of all the evil which 
they experience. In short, it is thus 
that theologians solve all difficulties in 
attributing to Grod every thing of which 
they are ignorant, or of which they are 
not willing men should understancl the 
true causes. 

In the third place, the savage, in open- 
ing the watch and examining its parts, 
will feel, perhaps, that these parts an- 
nounce a work which can only be 
the result of human labour. He will 
see that they differ from the immediate 
productions of nature, whom he has not 
seen produce wheels made of a polish- 
ed metal. He will again see that these 
parts, separated from each other, no lon- 
ger act as they did when they were to- 
gether; after these observations, the 
savage will attribute the watch to the 
ingenuity of man, that is to say, to a 
being like himself, of whom he has 
ideas, but whom he judges capable of 
doing things which he does not himself 
know how to do ; in short, he will as- 
cribe the honour of this work to a be- 
ing known in some respects, provided 
with some faculties superior to his own, 
but he will be far from thinkm^ that a 
material work can be the effect of an im- 
material cause, or of an agent destitute 
of organs and of extent, of whom it is 
impossible to conceive the action upon 
material beings : whilst, for want of be- 
ing acquainted with the power of na- 
ture, we ascribe the honour of her work 
to a being of whom we have much less 
knowledge than of her, and to which, 
without knowing it, we attribute those 
amongst her labours which we compre- 
hend the least. In seeing the world, 
we acknowledge a material cause of 
those phenomena which take place in 
It ; and this cause is nature, of whom 
the energy is shown to those who study 
her. 



Let us not be told, that, accordiiig to 
this hypothesis, we attribute every 
thing to a bhnd cause, to the fortuitoiis 
concurrence of atoms ; to chance* We 
only call those blind causes, of which 
we Know not the combination^ the pow- 
er, and the laws. We cdWfortuiUnu, 
those effects of which we are ignorant 
of the causes, and which our ignorance 
and inexperience prevent us from fore- 
seeing. We attribute to chance^ all 
those effects of which we do not see 
the necessary connexion with their 
causes. Nature is not a blind cause ; 
she does not act by chance ; nothing 
that she does would ever be fortuitous 
to him who should know her mode of 
acting, her resources, and her course. 
Every thing which she produces is ne- 
cessary, and is never more than a con- 
sequence of her fixed and constant laws; 
every thing in her is connected by 
invisible bands, and all those effects 
which we see flow necessarily from 
their causes, whether we know them 
or not. It is very possible there should 
be ignorance on our part, but the words 
Goo, Spirit, Intelligence, will not re- 
medy this ignorance : they will do no 
more than redouble it by preventing us 
from seeking the natural causes of those 
effects whicn our visual faculties make 
us acquainted with. 

This may serve for an answer to the 
eternal objection which is made to the 

f^artisans of nature, who are unceasing- 
y accused of attributing every thing 
to chance. Chance is a word devoid 
of sense, or at least it indicates only 
the ignorance of those who employ it. 
Nevertheless we are told, and it is reit- 
erated continually, that a regular work 
cannot be ascribed to the combinations 
of chance. Never, we are informed, 
will it be possible to arrive at the for- 
mation of a poem, such as the Iliad, by 
means of letters thrown or combined 
together at random. We agree to it 
without hesitation ; but, ingeniously, 
are those letters thrown with the hand 
like dice, which compose a poem ? It 
would avail as much to say that we . 
could pronounce a discourse with the f 
feet. It is nature who combines, after . 
certain and necessary laws, a head or- 
ganized in a manner to make a poem , ^ 
It is nature who gives man a brain suit- 
able to ^ive birth to such a work ; it 
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imagination, the passions, which she 
gives to man, capacitates him to pro- 
duce a chef-d^(Buvre : it is his brain, 
modified in a certain manner, decora- 
ted with ideas or images, made fruitful 
by circumstances, which can become 
the only matrix in which a poem can 
be conceived and developed. A head 
organized like that of Homer, furnished 
with the same vigour and the same im- 
agination, enriched with the same 
. , knowledge, placed in the same circum- 
I ' stances, will produce necessarily, and 
I i not by chance, the poem of the Iliad ; 
at least if it be not denied that causes 
similar in every thing, must produce 
effects perfectly identical.* 

It is, then, puerility, or knavenr, to 
talk of composingp by a throw of the 
hand, or by minghn^ letters together 
by chance, that which can only be done 
with the aSsTstance of a brain organiz- 
ed and modified in a certain manner. 
The human seed does not develop it- 
self by chance, it cannot be conceived 
or formed but in the womb of a woman. 
A confused heap of characters or of ^^- 
uresj is only an assemblage of signs, 
destined to paint ideas ; but in order 
that these ideas may be painted, it is 

Ereviously necessary that they may 
ave been received, combined, nourish- 
ed, developed, and connected, in the 
head of a poet, where circumstances 
make them fructify and ripen, on ac- 
count of the fecundity, of the heat, and 

* Should we not be astonished if there were 
in a dice-box a hundred thousand dice, to see 
a hundred thousand sixes foUowin succession? 
Yes, without doubt, it will be said ; but if these 
dice were all cogged or loaded^ we should 
cease to be surprised. Well then, the parti- 
cles of matter may be compared to cogged 
dice, that is to say, always producing certain 
determined effects ; these particles being es- 
sentially varied in themselves^ and in their 
combination, they are cogged in an infinity of 
diSerent modes. The head of Homer, or the 
head of Virg[il, was no more than the assem- 
blage of particles, or if they choose, of dice, 
cogged by nature ; that is to say, of beings 
combinea and wrought in a manner to pro- 
duce the Iliad or the ^neid. As much may 
be said of all the other productions, whether 
they be those of intelligence, or of the handi- 
work of men. Indeed^ what are men, except 
dice cogged, or machines which nature has 
rendered capable of producing works of a cer- 
tain kind 7 A man of genius produces a good 
work, in the same manner as a tree of good 
ipocies, placed in good ground, and cultivated 
wtth care, produces excellent fruit. 



of the energy of the soil where these ' 
intellectual seeds have been thrown 
Ideas, in combining, extending, con- 
necting, and associating themselves, 
form a whole, like all the bodies of na- 
ture : this whole pleases iis, when it 
gives birth to agreeable ideas in our 
mind; when they offer us pictures 
which move us in a lively manner ; it 
is thus that the poem of Homer, engen- 
dered in his head, has the power of 
pleasing heads analogous and capable 
of feeling its beauties. 

We see, then, that nothing is made 
by chance. All the works of nature 
grow out of certain uniform and inva- 
riable laws, whether our mind can with 
facility follow the chain of the succes- 
sive causes which she puts in action, 
or whether, in her more complicated 
works, we may find ourselves in the 
impossibility of distinguishing the dif- 
ferent springs which she causes to acLf 
It is not more difi&cult for nature to pro- 
duce a great poet, capable of composing 



t It is not often that the most sedulous at- 
tention, the most patient investigation, afibrd 
us the information we are seeking after ; some- 
times, however, the unwearied industry of the 
philosopher is rewarded by throwing into 
light the most mysterious operations of Na- 
ture. Thus the keen penetration of a New- 
ton, aided by uncommon diligence, developed 
the starry system, which,^ for so many thou- 
sand years, had eluded the research of all the 
astronomers b v whom he was preceded. Thus 
the sagacity of a Harvey giving vigour to his , 
application, brought out of the obscurity in 
which for almost countless centuries it had 
been buried, the true course pursued by the 
sanguinary fluid, when circulating through 
the vans and arteries of man, giviujg activity 
to his machine, difiusing life through his sys- 
tem, and enabling him to ]3erform those ac- 
tions which so frequently strike an astonished 
world with wonder and regret. Thus Galileo, 
by a quickness of perception, a depth of rea- 
soning peculiar to himself, held up to an ad- 
miring world, the actual form and situation of 
the planet we inhabit, which, until then, had 
escaped the observation of the most profound 
geniuses — the most subtile metaphysicians — 
and which, when first promulgated, was con- 
sidered so contradictory to all the then receiv- 
ed opinions, (besides giving the lie to the sto- 
iT of Joshua stopping the sun, as recorded in 
the Holy Bible !) that he was ranked as an 
impious blasphemer, to hold communion with 
whom would infallibly secure to the comniui- 
nersa place in the regions of everlasting lo:- 
ment: indeed, Pope Gregory, who then filled 
the papal chair, excommunicated all those 
who had the temerity to accredit so abomina' 
ble a doctrine! 
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an admirable work, than to produce a 
glittering metal or a stone, which gra- 
Titates towards a centre. The mode 
which she takes to produce these dif- 
ferent beings, is equally unknown tons, 
when we have not medicated upon it. 
Man is born by the necessary concur- 
rence of some elements ; he increases 
and is strengthened in the same man- 
ner as a plant or a stone, which is, as 
well as he, increased and augmented 
by those substances which come and 
join themselves thereto: this man, feels, 
thinks, acts, and receives ideas, that is 
to say, is, by his peculiar organization, 
susceptible of modifications, of which 
the plant and the stone are totally in- 
capable: in consequence, the man of 
genius produces works, and the plant 
fruits, which please and surprise us, by 
reason of those sensations which they 
operate in us ; or on account of the rar- 
ity, the magnitude, and the variety of 
the effects which they occasion us to 
experience. That which we find most 
admirable in the productions of nature, 
and in those of animals or men, is ne- 
ver more than a natural effect of the 
parts of matter, diversely arranged and 
combined ; from whence result m them 
organs, brains, temperaments, tastes, 
properties, and different talents. 

Nature, then, makes nothing but what 
IS necessary ; it is not by fortuitous 
combinations, and by cnance throws, 
that she produces the beings we see ; 
all her throws are surl, all the causes 
which she employs have, infallibly, 
their effects. When she produces ex- 
traordinary, marvellous and rare bemgs, 
it is, that, in the order of things, the ne- 
cessary circumstances, or the concur- 
rence of the productive causes of these 
beings, happen but seldom. As soon 
as these beings exist, they are to be as- 
cribed to nature, to whom every thing 
is equally easy, and to whom every 
thing is equally possible, when she as- 
sembles the instruments or the causes 
necessary to act. Thus, let us never 
limit the powers of nature. The throws 
and the combinations which she makes 
during et^nity, can easily produce all 
beings ; her eternal course must neces- 
sarily bring and bring again the most 
astonishing circumstances, and the 
most rare, for those beings who are only 
for a moment enabled to consider them, 



without ever having either the time or 
the means of searching into the bottom 
of causes. Infinite throws during eter- 
nity, with the elements, and combina- 
tions mfinitely varied, sufi&ce to pro- 
duce every thmg of which we have a 
knowledge, and many other things 
which we shall never know. 

Thus, we cannot too often repeat to 
the Deicolists, or supporters of the be- 
ing of a Grod, who commonly ascribe 
to their adversaries ridiculous opinions, 
in order to obtain an easy and transito- 
ry triumph in the prejudiced eyes of 
those who dare examine nothing deep- 
ly, that chance is nothing but a word, 
as well as the word God, imagined to 
cover the ignorance in which men are 
of the causes acting in a nature whose 
course is frequently inexplicable. It 
is not chance that has produced the 
universe, it is of itself that which it is ; 
it exists necessarily and from all eter- 
nity. However concealed may be the 
ways of nature, her existence is indu- 
bitable ; and her mode of acting is, at 
least, much more known to us than 
that of the inconceivable being, whick 
it has been pretended, is associated 
with her ; which has been distinguish- 
ed from her ; which has been supposed 
necessary and self-existent, although, 
hitherto, it has neither been possible to 
demonstrate his existence, to define 
aim, to say any thing reasonable of 
him, nor to form upon his account any 
thing more than conjectures, which re- 
flection has destroyed as soon as they 
have been brought forth. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Of Pantheism^ or of ike Natural Ideas qf^ 

Divinity. 

We see, by that which has preceded, 
that all the proofs upon which theolo- 
gy pretends to found the existence of 
its God, have their origin in the false 
principle that matter is not self-exist- 
ent, and is, by its nature, in an impos- 
sibility of moving itself; and, conse- 
quently, is incapable of producing those 
phenomena which attract our wonder- 
ing eyes in the wide expanse of the uni- 
verse. After these suppositions, so 
gratuitous and so false, as we have al- 
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ready shown elsewhere,* it has been 
believed that matter did not always ex- 
ist, but that it was indebted for its ex- 
istence and for its motion to a cause 
distinguished from itself; to an un- 
known agent, to whom it was subordi- 
nate. As men find in themselves a 
quality which they call intelligence^ 
which presides over all their actions, 
and by the aid of w^hich they arrive at 
the end they propose to themselves, 
they have attributed intelligence to 
this invisible agent ; but they have ex- 
tended, magnified, and exaggerated this 
quality in him. because they hav6 made 
him the author of effects of which they 
believed themselves incapable, or which 
they did not suppose natural causes had 
suflScient energy to produce. 

As this agent could never be perceiv- 
ed, nor his mode of action conceived, 
he was made a spirit^ a word which de- 
signates that we are ignorant what he 
is, or that he acts like the breath of 
which we cannot trace the action. 
Thus, in assigning him spirituality^ 
we did no more than give to Grod an 
occult quality, which was judged suit- 
able to a being always concealed, and 
always acting in a mode imperceptible 
to the senses. It appears, however, 
that, originally, by the word spirit it 
was meant to designate a matter more 
subtile than that which coarsely struck 
the organs ; capable of penetrating this 
matter, of communicating to it motion 
and life, of producing in it those com- 
binations and those modifications which 
our visual organs discover. Such was, 
as we have seen, that Jupiter, who was 
originally designed to represent in the 
theology of the ancients the ethereal 
matter which penetrates, gives activity, 
and vivifies all the bodies of which na- 
ture is the assemblage. 

Indeed it would be deceiving our- 
selves to believe that the idea of God's 
spirituality, such as we find it at the pre- 
sent day, presented itself in the early 
stages of the human mind. This im- 
materiality^ which excludes all anal- 
ogy and all resemblance with any thing 
we are in a capacity to have a know- 

*See first part, chapter second, where we 
have shown that motion is essential to matter. 
Thifl chapter is only a summary of the first 
five chapters of the first part, which it is in- 
tended to recall to the reader; he will pass to 
tne next if these ideas are remembered. 



ledge of, was, as we have already ob- 
served, the slow and tardy fruit of men's 
imagination, who, obliged to meditate, 
without any assistance drawn from ex- 
perience, upon the concealed mover of 
nature, have, by degrees, arrived at 
forming this ideal phantom ; this being; 
so fugitive, that we have been made to 
adore it without being able to designate 
its nature, otherwise than by a word to 
which it is impossible we should attach 
any true idea.* Thus by dint of rea- 
soning and subtilizing, the word God 
no longer presents any one image; 
when they spoke of it, it was impossi- 
ble to understand them, seeing that 
each painted it in his own manner, and 
in the portrait which he made of it, con- 
sulted only his own peculiar tempera- 
ment, his own peculiar imagination, and 
his own peculiar reveries ; if they were 
in unison in some points, it was to as- 
sign him inconceivable qualities, which 
they believed were suitable to the in- 
comprehensible being to which they 
had given birth ; and from the incom- 
patible heap of these qualities resulted 
only a whole, perfectly impossible to 
have existence. In short, the master 
of the universe, the omnipotent mover 
of nature, that being which is announ- 
ced as 01 the most importance to be 

♦See what has been said upon this in the 
seventh chapter of the first part. Although 
the first doctors of the Christian Church may, 
for the greater part, have drawn from the Pla- 
tonic philosophy their obscure notions oi spi- 
rituality, of incor])oreal, and immaterial sub- 
stances, of intellectual powers, <^c. we have 
only to open their works, to convince ourselves 
that they had not that idea of Grod which the 
theologians of the present day give us. Ter- 
tullian, as we have elsewhere said, considered 
Grod as corporeal. Seraphis said, crying, that 
they had deprived him of his God, in niakins 
him adopt the opinion of spirituality, which 
was not, however, so much subtilized then as 
it has been since. Manyfaihers of Vie Church 
have ffiven a human form to God, and have 
treated as heretics those who made him a 
spirit. The Jupiter of the pagan theology is 
looked upon as the youngest child of Saturn 
or of TYmc : the spiritual God of the Oiris 
tians is a much more recent prodiiciion of 
time ; it is only by dint of subtilizing that this 
God, the conqueror of all those Gods who 
preceded him, has been formod by degrees. 
Spirituality is become the last refuge of the- 
ology, which has arrived at making a God 
more than aerial in the hope, no doubt, that 
such a God would be inaccessible ; indeed, he 
is 60 for to attack him is to combat a m«~"" 
chimera 
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known, washy theological reveries, re- 1 
duccd to he no more than a vague word i 
destitute of* sense; or, rather a vain I 
sound, to which each attaches his own 

Eeculiar ideas. Such is the God who 
as heen substituted to matter, to na- 
ture ; such is the idol to which men 
are not permitted to refuse paying their 
homage. 

There have been, however, men of 
luflicient courage to resist this torrent 
of opinion and delirium. They be- 
lieved that the object which was an- 
nounced as the most important for mor- 
tals, as the only centre of their actions 
and their thoughts, demanded an at- 
tentive examination. They apprehen- 
ded that if experience, judgment, or 
reason, could be of any utility, it must 
be, without doubt, to consider the sub- 
lime monarch who governed nature, 
and who regulated the destiny of all 
those beings which it contains. They 
quickly saw they could not subscribe to 
the general opinion of the uninformed, 
who examine nothing ; and much less 
with their guides, who, deceivers or 
deceived, forbade others to examine it, 
or perhaps, were themselves incapable 
of making such an examination. Thus, 
some thinkers had the temerity to shake 
off the yoke which had been imposed 
upon them in their infancy ; disgusted 
with the obscure, contradictory, and 
nonsensical notions which they had 
been made, by habit, to attach mechan- 
ically to the vague name of a God 
impossible to be defined ; supported 
by reason against the terrours with 
which this formidable chimera was en- 
vironed ; revolting at the hideous paint- 
ings under which it was pretended to 
represent him, they had the intrepidity 
to tear the veil of delusion and impos- 
ture ; they considered, with a calm eye, 
this iJ^'e tended power, become the con- 
tinual object of the hopes, the fears, 
the reveries, and the quarrels of blind 
mortals. The spectre quickly disap- 
peared before them ; the tranquillity of 
their mind permitted them to see every 
where, only a nature acting after inva- 
riable laws, of whom the world is the 
theatre ; of whom men, as well as all 
other beings, are the works and the in- 
struments, obliged to accomplish the 
eternal decrees o( necessity. 

Whatever efforts we make to pene- 
trate into the secrets of nature, we ne- 



ver find in them, as we have many timet 
repeated, more than matter, vanous in 
itself, and diversely modified by the as- 
sistance of motion. Its whole, as well 
as all its parts, show us only necessary 
causes and effects, which now the one 
from the other, and of which, by the 
aid of experience, our mind is more or 
less capable of discovering the connex- 
ion. In virtue of these specific pro- 
perties, all the beings we see gravitate, 
attract and repel each other; are bom 
and dissolved, receive and communi- 
cate motion, qualities, modifications, 
which maintain them, for a time, in a 
given existence, or which make them 
pass into a new mode of existence. It 
IS to these continual vicissitudes that 
are to be ascribed all the phenomena, 
great or small, ordinary or extraordi- 
nary, known or unknown, simple or 
complicated, which we see operated in 
the world. It is by these changes that 
we have a knowledge of nature ; she 
is only mysterious to those who con- 
sider her through the veil of prejudice, 
her course being always simple to those 
who look at her without prepossession. 

To attribute the effects our eyes wit- 
ness to nature, to matter variously com- 
bined, to the motion which is inherent 
in it, is to give them a general and 
known cause ; to penetrate deeper, is 
to plunge ourselves in imaginary re- 
gions, where we only find an abyss of 
mcertitudes and obscurities. Let us 
not seek, then, a moving principle out 
of nature of which the essence always 
was to exist and to move itself; which 
cannot be conceived to be without pro- 
perties, consequently, without motion ; 
of which all the parts are in action, re- 
action, and continual efforts ; where a 
single molecule cannot be found that 
is in absolute repose, and which does 
not necessarily occupy the place as 
signed to it by necessary laws. What 
occasion is there to seek out of matter 
a motive-power to give it play, since 
its motion flows necessarily from its 
existence, its exttut, its forms, its gra- 
vity, &c., and since nature in inaction 
would no longer be nature ? 

If it be demanded how we can figure 
to ourselves, that matter, by its own 
peculiar energy, can produce'all the ef- 
fects we witness ? I shall reply, that it 
by matter it is obstinately determined 
to underst—-' -^*hing but a dead and 
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inert mass, destitute of every' property, 
without action, and incapable ot mo- 
ving itself, we shall no longer have a 
single idea of matter. As soon as it 
exists^ it must have properties and 
qualities ; as soon as it nas properties, 
without which it could not exist, it must 
act by virtue of those properties, since 
it is only by its action that we can have 
a knowledge of its existence and its 
properties. It is evident, that if by mat- 
ter be understood that which it is not, 
or if its existence be denied, those phe- 
nomena which strike our visual organs, 
cannot be attributed to it. But if by 
nature be understood that which she 
truly is, a heap of existing matter, fur- 
nisHed with properties, we shall be 
obliged to acknowledge that nature 
must move herself, and by her diver- 
sified motion be capable, without for- 
eign aid, of producing the effects which 
we behold ; we shall find that nothing 
can be made from nothing; that no- 
thing is made by chance ; that the 
mode of acting of every particle of 
matter is necessarily determined by its 
own peculiar essence, or by its individ- 
ual properties. 

We have elsewhere said, that that 
which cannot be annihilated or destroy- 
ed cannot have commenced to have ex- 
istence. That which cannot have had 
a beginning, exists necessarily, or con- 
tains within itself the sufficient cause 
of its own peculiar existence. It is, 
then, useless to seek out of nature or 
of a self-existent cause, which is known 
to us at least in some respects, another 
cause whose existence is totally un- 
known. We know some general pro- 
perties in matter, we discover some of 
its qualities; wherefore seek for its 
existence in an unintelligible cause, 
which we cannot know by any one pro- 
perty ? Wherefore recur to the incon- 
ceivable and chimerical operation 
which has been designated by the word 
creation ?* Can we conceive that an 



♦ Some theologians have frankly confessed 
that the theory of the creation was founded 
on an hypothesis supported by very Uttle pro- 
bability, and which had been invented some 
centuries after Jesus Christ. An author, who 
endeavoured to refute Spinosa, assumes that 
Tertullian was the first who advanced this 
opinion against another Chnstian philosopher 
who maintained the eternity of matter. See 
" TJie Impious Man Convinced^'^ end of the 
advertLiement. Even the author of this work 



immaterial being has been able to draw 
matter from his own peculiar source 7 
If creation is an eduction from no^ 
thing must we not conclude from it 
that God, who has drawn it from his 
own peculiar source, has drawn it from 
nothing, and is himself nothing ? Do 
those who are continually talking to us 
of this act of the divine omnipotence, 
by which an infinite mass of matter 
has been, all at once, substituted to no- 
thing, well understand what they teU 
us ? Is here a man on earth, who con- 
ceives that a being devoid of extent, 
can exist^ become the cause of the ex- 
istence of beings, who have extent ; act 
upon matter, draw it from his own pe- 
culiar essence, and set it in motion ? 
In truth, the more we consider theolo- 
gy, and its ridiculous romances^ the 
more we must be convinced that it has 
done no more than invent words, de- 
void of sense, and substituted sounds 
to intelligible realities. 

For want of consulting experience, 
of studying nature and the material 
world, we nave thrown ourselves into 
an intellectual world, which we have 
peopled with chimeras. We have not 
stooped to consider matter, nor to fol- 
low It through its different periods and 
changes. We have either ridiculously 
or knavishly confounded dissolution, 
decomposition, the separation of the 
elementary particles of which bodies 
are composed, with their radical de- 
struction ; we have been unwilling to 
see that the elements were indestructi- 
ble, although their forms were fleeting 
and depended upon transitory combi- 
nations. We have not distinguished 
the change of figure, of position, of tex- 
ture, to which matter is liable from its 
annihilation, which is totally impossi- 
ble ; we have falsely concluded that 
matter was not a necessary being, that 
it had commenced to exist, that it owed 
its existence to an unknown being, 
more necessary than itself; and this 
ideal being has become the creator, the 
motive-power, the preserver of the 
whole of nature. Thus a vain name 
only has been substituted for matter, 
which furnishes us with true ideas ot 
nature, of which, at each moment we 
experience the action and the power, 

admits that it is impossible to combat Spiuosa 
without admitting the eternal coexistence of 
matter with God. 
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and of which we should have a much 
better knowledice if our abstract opin- 
ions did not continually place a band- 
age before our eyes. 

Indeed, the most simple notions of 
philosophy show us, that although bo- 
dies cliange and disappear, nothing is, 
however, lost in nature ; the various 
produce of the decomposition of a body 
serves for elements, for materials, and 
for basis to the formation, to the accre- 
tion, to the maintenance of other bodies. 
The whole of nature subsists and is 
conserved only bv the circulation, the 
transmigration, tne exchange, and the 
perpetual displacing of insensible par- 
ticles and atoms, or of the sensible com- 
binations of matter. It is by this pa- 
lingenesia^ or regeneration, that the 
great whole subsists, who, like the Sa- 
turn of the ancients, is perpetually oc- 
cupied with devouring his own chil- 
dren. But it may be said, in some re- 
spects, that the metaphysical God, who 
has usurped his throne, has deprived 
him of the faculty of procreating and of 
acting, ever since he has been put in 
his place. 

Let us acknowledge then, that mat- 
ter is self-existent, that it acts by its 
own peculiar energy, and that it will 
never be annihilated. Let us say, that 
matter is eternal, and that nature has 
been, is, and ever will be occupied with 
producing, with destroying, with do- 
ing, and undoing ; with following laws 
resulting from its necessary existence. 
For every thing that she does, she needs 
only to combine elements and matter, 
essentially diverse, which attract and 
repel each other,dash against each other 
or unite themselves, remove from or ap- 
proximate each other, hold themselves 
togetiier or separate themselves. It is 
thus, that she brings forth plants, ani- 
mals, men ; organized, sensible and 
thinking beings, as well as those desti- 
tute of feeling and of thought. All 
these beings act only for the term of 
their respective duration, according to 
invariable laws, determined by their 
properties, by their configuration, their 
masses, their weight, &c. Here is the 
true origin of every ihing which pre- 
sents itself to our view, showing the 
mode in which nature, by its own pe- 
culiar power, is in a state. to produce 
all those eflTects, of which our eyes "wit- 
ness, as well as all the bodies wh' 



act diversely upon the organs with 
which we are furnished, and of which 
we judge only according to the manner 
in which these organs are affected. We 
say they are good, when they are con- 
genial to us, or contribute to maintain 
harmony in ourselves ; we say they are 
bad, when they disturb this harmony 
and we ascribe, in consequence, au aim, 
ideas, designs, to the being, whom we 
make the motive-power of a nature 
which we see destitute of projects and 
intelligence. 

Nature is effectually destitute of 
them ; she has no intelligence or end ; ' 
she acts necessarily, because she exists . 
necessarily. Her laws are immutable 
and founded upon the essence of things. 
It is the essence of the seed of the 
male, composed of the primitive ele- 
ments, which serve for the basis of an 
organized being, to unite itself with 
that of the female, to fructify it, to pro- 
duce, by its combination with it, a new 
organized bein^, ^^2^ feeble in his ori- 
gin, for want of a sufficient quantity of 
particles of matter, suitable to give him 
consistence, strengthens himself by 
degrees, by the daily and continual acl- 
dition of particles, analogous and ap- 
propriate to his being; thus he lives, 
he thinks, he is nourished, and he en- 
genders, in his turn, organized beings 
similar to himself. By a consequence 
of permanent and physical laws, gene- 
ration does not take place, except when 
the circumstances necessary to pro- 
duce it find themselves united. Thus, 
this procreation is not operated by; 
chance ; the animal does not produce 
but with an animal of his own species, 
because this is the onlv one analogous 
to himself, or who unites the qualities 
suitable to the producing a being simi- 
lar to himself ; without this, he would 
not produce any thing, he would only 
produce a being, denominated mon- 
strous^ because it would be dissimilar to 
himself. It is of the essence of the grain 
of plants, to be fructified by the seed of 
the stamina of the flower, to develop 
themselves in consequence in the bow- 
els of the earth, to grow with the assist- 
ance of water, to attract for that purpose 
analogous particles, to form by degrees 
a plant, a shrub, a tree susceptible of the 
life, the j»ction, the motion, suitable to 
vecretables. It is of the essence of 
*s of '^ortK attenuated, divided. 
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fiaborated by water and by heat, to 
unite themselves, in the bosom of 
mountains, with those which are an- 
alogous to them, and to form by their 
aggregation, according as they are more 
or less similar or analogous, bodies, 
more or less solid and pure, which we 
denominate crystals, stones, metals, 
minerals. It is the essence of the ex- 
halations, raised by the heat of the at^ 
mosphere, to combine, to collect them- 
selves, to dash against each other, and, 
by their combination or their collision, 
to produce meteors and thunder. It is 
the essence of some inflammable mat- 
ter to collect itself, to ferment, to heat 
itself in the caverns of the earth, to 
produce those terrible explosions and 
those earthquakes which destroy moun- 
tains, plains, and the habitations of 
alarmed nations ; these complain to an 
unknown being, of the evils which na- 
ture makes them experience as neces- 
sarily as those benefits which fill them 
with joy. In short, it is the essence of 
certain climates, to produce men so or- 
ganized and modified, that they be- 
come either extremely useful, or very 
prejudicial to their species, in the same 
manner as it is the property of certain 
portions of soil to bring forth agreeable 
fruits, or dangerous poisons. 

In all this, nature has no end ; she 
exists necessarily, her modes of acting 
are fixed by certain laws, which flow 
themselves from the constituent pro- 
perties of the various beings which 
she contains, and those circumstances 
which the continual motion she is in 
must necessarily bring about. It is 
ourselves who have a necessary aim, 
which is our own conservation ; it is 
by this that we regulate all the ideas 
we form to ourselves of the causes 
wha'h act upon us, and by which we 
judge of them. Animated and living 
ourselves, we, like the savages, ascribe 
a soul and life to every thing that acts 
upon us : thinking and mtelligent our- 
selves, we ascribe to every thing intel- 
ligence and thought; but as we see 
matter incapable of so modifying it- 
self, we suppose it to be moved by an- 
other agent or cause, which we always 
make similar to ourselves. Necessa- 
rily attracted by that which is advan- 
tageous to us, and repelled by that 
which is prejudicial, we cease to reflect 
that our modes of feeling are due to 

No. VIIL-.31 



our peculiar organization, modified by 
physical causes, which, in our igno- 
rance we mistake for instruments em- 
ployed by a being to whom we ascribe 
our ideas, our views, our passions, our 
mode of thinking and of acting. 

If it be asked of us, after this, what 
is the end of nature ? we shall reply, 
that it is to act, to exist, to conserve 
her whole. If it be asked of us, where- 
fore she exists ? we shall reply, that 
she exists necessarily, and that all her 
operations, her motions, and her works, 
are necessary consequences of her ne- 
cessary existence. There exists some- 
thing that is necessary, this is nature 
or th^ universe, and this nature acta 
necessarily as she does. If it be wish- 
ed to substitute the word God to that 
of nature, it may be demanded with 
equal reason, wherefore this God ex- 
ists, as well as it can be asked, what is 
the end of the existence of nature. 
Thus, the word God will not instruct 
us as to the end of his existence. Bat 
in speaking of nature or of the mate- 
rial universe, we shall have fixed and 
determinate ideas of the cause of which 
we speak; whilst in speaking of a the- 
ological God, we shall never know 
what he can be, or whether he exists, 
nor the qualities which we can with 
justice assign him. If we give him 
attributes, it will always be ourselves 
who must conjecture them, and it will 
be for ourselves alone that the universe 
will be formed : ideas which we have 
already sufficiently refuted. To unde- 
ceive ourselves, it is sufficient to open 
our eyes, and see that we undergo, in 
our mode, a destiny, of which we par- 
take in common with all the beings of 
which nature is the assemblage ; like 
us, they are subjected to necessity, 
which IS no more than the sum total 
of those laws which nature is obliged 
to follow. 

Thus every thing proves to us, that 
nature or matter exists necessarily, and 
cannot swerve from those laws which 
its existence imposes on it. If it can- 
not be annihilated, it cannot have com- 
menced to be. The theologians them- 
selves agree that it were necessary to 
have an act of the divine omnipotence 
or that which they call a miracle,ao 
annihilate a being; but a necessary 
being, cannot perform a miracle; he 
cannot deio^'ax^ ^loxsv ^itift \jkfe^^'3sfaar^ 
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Jtw- of Li* exi-Teiirt* : wt- mu*! rc-n- 

*ar> tf*-i[i2. ev#rr\- ihiu:: iLat he doe*. 
I* a foh-»"ju«-ri'«' •.!* the i-ece««iry l»i' 
hi*- fxi-tt'iif-e. aiiti that he can never 
(Jer":;ai»* from it* law*. On the other 
nand. w<- are told, that the creati'-n is 
a riiirarN-. hut thi« creation woulJ be 
iniiiri<«»^ifj|i' Vt a nece««ar\* bein^. who 
rou)«I ijoi ;iri irw'ly in any f'Ui' of his 
a('tiiin*>. M<-«i<i'*«, a miracle is to us 
only a ran- «-ni'ft, the natural cau-se of 
whu'h wi* i::nr*re : thu*». when we are 
!()M tliat (ittfi irorki* a mijarie^weiTe 
taiii;hi iif>ihifi:;. •^ave that an unknown 
rau^i* ha-i jiroflurrMl, in an unknown 
manner, an eM'fci that we did not ex- 
iMTt, (ir which :iii|K'ar< strange to us. 
This •/rant«*d. I he intervention of a 
Ciod, far from rrmovinjj the i:,Miorance 
in \vhi''h we find our-elves respfcling 
the pJiwer and tlie effects of nature, 
HiTVi-^ nnly to aiiirinent it. The crea- 
linn of malter, and the cau^e to whom 
is Msrrihf'd the lionour of this creation, 
lire lo u^', things as inromprehensible, 
or as iin|)M.s.sihJr, as is its anuihiia- 
linn. 

Li't lis then ronrludc, that the wDrd 
U'tnf, as well aH the word create, not 
pre>ti>iitiiiK to till! mind any true idea, 
niiKlii to lie banished the language oi 
nil ihnsr who are desirous to speak so 
ii>« 1(1 be understood. These are ab- 
Nliiii'l \v«)rds, invented by ignorance; 
Ihey lire only iMiIriilated to satisfy men 
li'-.tilule nf ex|)erien('e, too idle, or too 
tiiiiid to study nntiire and its ways; to 
iMinleiil ihusr enthusiasts, whose curi- 
i>iii iiiiiu:inittiuii pleases itself with 
•ipinw.iii)' beymnl the visible* world, to 
liin Mllei cbuiieiaN. In short, these 
iM»nb. are usrful to those only, whose 
hole piolcNsioii is Id teed the ears of 
the uiiiiiroMiiiMl with pompous words, 
which uie ihil understood by them- 
»iel\r*i, ami upiui the sense and mean- 
ing ol' uliii'h they are never in har- 
inoiiy with eaeb other. 

Man IS 11 iniilentil beini^; he cannot 
have liny uIimim whalever but of that 
which IS iieileiiul like himsi*!!'; that is 
lo -liiyt of that wttirb can act upon his 
oii'aiis or i>f thai which, at least, has 
ipialilti h .tuaht^oiis (o his own. In de- 
•pilo o( hiiuscir, he always assigns 
uuilevial properties to his iSod, which 
the im|io>ihibility of eompassinv: has 
made him *iupposo lo be spiritual, and 



di?fingui«he«! from natare or theniato> 
rial wcrl'i. Indeed, either he must be 
rcDtent U'.t to anderstand himself, or 
he mU'St have material ideas of a Gk>d, 
who i< supposed to be the creator, the 
mover, the eonserver of matter; the 
human mind may torture itself as Ions 
a< it will, it will never comprehend 
that material efiects can emanate from 
an immaterial cause, or that this cause 
can have any relation with material 
beings. Here is. as we have seen, the 
rea«on why men believe themselves 
obliged to give to God those moral 
qualities, which they have themselves ; 
they forget that tfiis being, who is 
purely spiritual, cannot, from thence, 
nave either their organization, or their 
ideas, or their modes of thinking and 
acting, and that, consequently, he can- 
not possess that which they call intel- 
ligence, wisdom, goodness, anger, jus- 
tice. &c. Thus, in truth, the moral 
qualities which have been attributed to 
the Divinity, suppose him material, 
and the most abstract theological no- 
tions are founded upon a true and un- 
deniable anihropomorphism,* 

The theologians, in despite of aU their 
subtilties, cannot do otherwise; like 
all the beings of the human species, 
they have a knowledge of matter alone, 
ana have no real idea of a pure spirit. 
When they speak of intelligence, of 
wisdom, and of design in the Divinity, 
they are always those of men whico 
they ascribe to him, and which they 
obstinately persist in giving to a being, 
of whom the essence they ascribe to 
him, does not render him susceptible. 
How shall we suppose a being, who 
has occasion for nothing, who is suffi- 
cient for himself, whose projects must 
be executed as soon as they are form- 
ed, to have wills, passions, and de- 
sires ? How shall we attribute anger 
to a being who has neither blood nor 
bile ? How an omnipotent being, whose 
wisdom and the beautiful order which 
he has himself established in the uni- 
verse we admire, can permit that this 
beautiful order should be continually 
disturbed, either by the elements in 
discord, or by the crimes of human 
creatures ? In short, a God, such as 

♦ AnthntfHinwrphism is supposinof God to 
hnvo n luxiily shape : a sect of tliis persua- 
tfioii upiK*ua'd in Egypt in 359 of tlie Chritt- 
til" 
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De has been depicted to us, cannot 
have any of the human qualities, which 
always depend on our peculiar organ- 
isation, on our wants, on our institu- 
tions, and which are always relative 
to the society in which we live. The 
theologians vainly strive to aggrandize, 
to exaggerate in idea, to carry to per- 
fection, by dint of abstractions, the 
moral qualities which they assign to 
their God ; in vain they tell us that 
they are in him of a different nature 
from what they are in his creatures ; 
that they are perfect^ infinite, su- 
preme, eminent ; in holding this lan- 
guage, they no longer understand 
themselves ; they have no one idea of 
the qualities of which they are speak- 
ing to us, seeing that a man cannot 
conceive them but inasmuch as they 
bear an analogy to the same qualities 
in himself. 

It is thus, that by subtilizing, mor- 
tals have not one fixed idea of the Grod 
to whom they have given birth. But 
little contented with a physical God, 
with an active nature, with matter ca- 
pable of producing every thing, they 
must despoil it of the energy which it 
possesses in virtue of its essence, in 
order to invest it in a pure spirit, which 
they are obliged to remake a material 
neing; as soon as they are inclined to 
form an idea of it themselves, or make 
. It understood by others. In assembling 
the parts of man, which they do no 
more than enlarge and spin out to in- 
finity, they believe they form a God. 
It is upon the model of the human 
soul, that they formlhe soul of nature, 
or the secret agent from which she re- 
ceives impulse. After having made 
man double, they make nature double, 
and they suppose that this nature is 
vivified oy an mtelligence. In the im- 
possibility of knowing this pretended 
agent, as well as that which they have 
gratuitously distinguished- from their 
own body, they have called it spiritual, 
that is to say, of an unknown sub- 
stance ; from this, of which they have 
no ideas whatever, they have conclud- 
ed that the spiritual substance was 
much more noble than matter, and that 
its prodigious subtility, which they 
have called simplicity, and which is 
only an effect of their metaphysical 
ab=? tractions, secured it from decompo- 
sition, from dissolution, and from all 



the revolutions to which material bo- 
dies are evidently exposed. 

It is thus, that men always prefer the ' 
marvellous to the simple ; that which 
they do not understand, to that which 
they can understand; they ^despise 
those objects which are familiar to 
them, and estimate those alone which 
they are not capable of appreciating: 
from that of which they have only had 
vague ideas, they have concluded that 
it contains something important, super- 
natural, and divine. In short, they 
need mystery to move their imagina- 
tion, to exercise their mind, to feed 
their curiosity, which is never more in 
labour than when it is occupied with 
enigmas impossible to be guessed at, 
and which they judge, from thence, 
extremely wortny of their researches.* 
This, without doubt, is the reason why 
they look upon matter, which they 
have under their eyes, which they see 
act and change its forms, as a con 
temptible thing, as a contingent being, 
which does not exist necessarily and 
by itself. This is the reason why they 
imagine a spirit, which they will never 
be able to conceive, and which, for this 
reason, they declare to be superior to 
matter, existing necessarily by him- 
self, anterior to nature ; its creator, its 
mover, its preserver and its master. 
The Quman mind found food in this 
mystical being ; it was occupied by it 
unceasingly; the imagination embel- 



* A great many nations have adored the 
sun; the sensible efiects of this star, which 
appears to infuse life into all nature, must 
naturally have induced men to worship it. — 
Yet, whole people have abandoned this Grod 
so visible, to adopt an abstract and metaphys- 
ical God. If the reason of this phenomenon 
should be asked, we shall reply, that the Grod 
who is most concealed, most mysterious, and 
most unknown, must always for that very 
reason, be more pleasing to the imagination 
of the uninformed; than the God whom they 
see daily. An unmtelUgible and mysterious 
tone is essentially necessary to the ministers 
of all religions : a clear, intelligible religion, 
without mystery, would appear less divine to 
the generahty of men, and would be less use- 
ful to the sacerdotal order, whose interest it 
is that the people should comprehend nothing 
of that which they believe to be the most im- 
portant to them. This, without doubt, is the 
secret of the clergy. The priest must have 
an unintelligible God, whom he makes to 
speak and act in an unintelligible manner, 
reserving to himself the right of exnlaining 
his orders after his own manner. 
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U^hed it in its own manner; ignorance 
tvil itself with the fables which had 
been recounted of it; habit identitied 
lhi^ phantom with the existence of 
man. it became necessary to him ; man 
believed he fell into a vacuum when it 
wa< tried to detach him from it, to lead 
him back to a nature which he had 
loni; aiio learnt to despise, or to consid- 
er only as an impotent mass of matter, 
inert, dead, and without energy ; or as a 
contemptible assemblage of combina- 
tions and of fonns subject to perish. 

In distingui>hing nature from its 
mover, men have fallen into the same 
absurdity as when they have distin- 
guished their soul from their body, life 
from the living beius^, the faculty of 
thought from the thinking being. De- 
ceived on their own peculiar nature, 
and u|H)n the energ\* of their organs, 
men have in like manner been deceiv- 
ed upon the organization of the uni- 
verse ; they have distinguished nature 
from herself; the life of nature from 
living nature; the action of this na- 
turt* from acting nature. It was this 
80ul of the world, this enerjjy of na- 
ture, this active principle which men 
personitied, then separated by abstrac- 
tion, sometimes decorated with imagi- 
nary attributes, sometimes with quali- 
ties borrowed from their own peculiar 
essences. Such were the aerial mate- 
rials of which men availed themselves 
to compose their God ; their own soul 
was the model ; deceived upon the na- 
ture of this, they never had any true 
ideas of the Divinity, who was only a 
copy exaggerated or disfigured to that 
degree., as to mistake the protot^^pe 
upon which it had been originally 
formed. 

If, because man has been distin- 
guished from himself, it has been im- 
possible ever to form any true ideas of 
him, it is also for having distinguished 
nature from herself that nature and her 
ways were always mistaken. Men 
have ceased to study nature, to recur 
by thought to her pretended cause, to 
her concealed motive-power, to the 
sovereign which has been given her. 
This motive-power has been made an 
inconceivable being, to whom every 
thing that takes place in the universe 
has been attributed ; his conduct has 
appeared mysterious and marvellous 
because he was a continual contradic- 



tion ; it has been supp sed that his 
j wisdom and his intelligence were the 
sources of order; that his goodness 
was the spring of every benefit ; that 
his rigid justice or his arbitrary power, 
was the supernatural cause of the 
confusion and the evils with which we 
are afflicted. In consequence, instead 
of applying himself to nature, to dis- 
cover the means of obtaining her fa- 
vours, or of throwing aside his mis- 
fortunes; in the room of consulting 
experience; in lieu of labouring use- 
fully to his happiness, man was only 
occupied with addressing himself to 
the fictitious cause which he had gra- 
tuitously associated with nature; he 
rendered his homage to the sovereigft 
which he had given to this nature ; he 
expected every thing from him and no 
longer relied either upon himself or 
upon the assistance of a nature be- 
come impotent and contemptible in his 
eyes. 

Nothing could be more prejudicial to 
the human species than this extrava- 
gant theory, which, as we shall pre- 
sently prove, has become the source of 
all his evils. Solely occupied with 
the inwginary monarch which they 
had elevated to the throne of nature, 
mortals no longer consulted any thing; 
they neglected experience, they de- 
spised themselves, they mistook their 
own powers, they laboured not to their 
own well-being ; they became slaves, 
trembling under the caprices of an 
ideal tyrant, from whom they expected 
every good, or from whom tney feared 
those evils which afflicted them.— 
Their life was employed in rendering 
servile homage to an idol, of whom 
|hey believed themselves eternally in- 
terested in meriting the goodness, in 
disarming the justice, in calming the 
wrath; they were only happy when 
consulting reason, taking experience 
for their guide, and making an abstrac- 
tion of their romantic ideas, they took 
courage, gave play to their industry, 
and applied themselves to nature, who 
alone can furnish the means of satis- 
fying their wants and their desires, and 
of throwing aside or diminishing those 
evils which they are obliged to expe- 
rience. 

Let us, then, reconduct bewildered 

mortals to the altar of nature ; let us 

thos'' ' ' -as which theis 
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Ignorant and disordered imagination 
believed it was bound to elevate to her 
tbrone. Let us say to them, that there 
is nothing either above or beyond na- 
ture ; let us teach them that nature is 
capable of producing, without any lor- 
eign aid, ail those phenomena which 
they admire, all the benefits which 
they desire, as well as all the evils 
which they apprehend. Let us inform 
them, that experience will conduct 
them to a knowledge of this nature ; 
that she takes a pleasure in unveiling 
herself to those who study her ; that she 
discovers her secrets to those who by 
their labour dare wrest them from her, 
and that she always rewards elevation 
of soul, courage, and industry. Let 
us tell them, that reason alone can 
render them happy; that that reason 
is nothing more than the science of 
nature applied to the conduct of men 
in society ; let us instruct them that 
those phantoms with which their minds 
have been so long and so vainly occu- 
pied, can neither procure them the hap- 
piness which they demand with loud 
cries, nor avert from their heads those 
inevitable evils to which nature has 
subjected them, and which reason 
ought to teach them to support, when 
they cannot avoid them by natural 
means. Let us teach them that every 
thing is necessary ; that their benefits 
and thfeir sorrows are the effects of 
a nature, who in all her works follows 
laws which nothing can make her re- 
voke. In short, let us unceasingly re- 
peat to them, that it is in rendering their 
fellow-creatures happy, that they will 
themselves arrive at a felicity which 
they will expect in vain from heav- 
en, when the earth refuses it to them. 
Nature is the cause of every thing; 
she is self-existent ; she will always 
exist ; she is her own cause ; her mo- 
tion is a necessary consequence of her 
necessary existence; without motion, 
we could have no conception of na- 
ture ; under this collective name we 
designate the assemblage of matter 
acting in virtue of its own peculiar en- 
ergies. This granted, for what pur- 
pose should we interpose a being more 
incomprehensible than herself to ex- 
plain her modes of action, marvellous, 
no doubt, to every one, but much more 
so to those who nave not studied her ? 
WW men be more advanced or more 



mstructed when they shall be told that 
a being which they are not formed to 
comprehend, is the author of those vis* 
ible effects, the natural causes of which 
they cannot unravel?. In short, will 
the unaccountable being which they 
call God, enable them to have a better 
knowledge of nature which is acting 
perpetually upon them?* 

Indeed, if we were desirous to at- 
tach some sense to the word God, of 
which mortals form such false and such 
obscure ideas, we should find that it can 
designate only active nature, or the 
sum total 01 the unknown powers 
which animate the universe, and which 
oblige beings to act in virtue of their 
own peculiar energies, and, conse- 
quently, according to necessary and 
immutable laws. But, in this case, the 
word God will only be synonymous to 
destiny, fatality, necessity ; it is how- 
ever to this abstract idea, personified 
and deified, that they attribute spirit- 
uality, another abstract idea, of which 
we c&nnot form any conception. It is 
to this abstraction that is assigned in- 
telligence, wisdom, goodness, and jus- 
tice, of which such a being cannot be 
the subject. It is with this metaphys- 
ical idea, as it is pretended, that the 
beings of the human species have di- 
rect relation. It is to this idea, person- 
ified, deified, humanized, spiritualized, 
decorated with the most incompatible 
qualities, to which are attributed will, 
passions, desires, &c. It is this per- 
sonified idea which is made to speak 
in the different revelations which are 
announced in every country as emana- 
ting from heaven ! 

Every thing proves to us, then, that 
it is not out of nature we ought to seek 
the Divinity. When we shall be dispos- 
ed to have an idea of him, let us say 
that nature is God ; let us say that na- 
ture contains every thing we can have 
a knowledge of, since it is the assem- 
blage of all the beings capable of act- 
ing upon us, and which can, conse- 
quently, be interesting to us. Let us 
say, that it is this nature which does 
every thing ; that that which she does 
not do, is impossible to be done ; that 
that which is said to exist out of her 



* Let us say, with Cicero : Migna eivUtiixn. 

tst carum rcrum deosjoxert e.;^^S«Tfta^ «»j*i>fc 

I rcrum non quccrere. Car. ^<b ^N\!K&aX.'^&^'^ 
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does not exist, and cannot have exist- 
ence ; seeing tliat there can l>e nothing 
beyund the great whole. In short, let 
us s^ay, that those invisible powers, 
which the imagination has made the 
movers of the universe, either are no 
more than the powers of acting nature, 
or are nothing. 

If we iiavc only an incomplete know- 
ledge of nature and her ways, if we 
have only superficial and imperfect 
ideas rf matter, why should we flatter 
ourselves with knowing or having any 
certain ideas of a being much more fu- 
gitive and more ditlicult to compass in 
thought than the eiements,than the con- 
stituent principles of bodies, than their 
primitive properties, than their modes 
of acting and existing? If we cannot 
recur to the first cause, let us content 
ourselves with second causes, and those 
effects which experience shows us ; let 
us {gather true and known facts ; they 
will suffice to make us judge of that 
which we know not ; let us confine 
ourselves to the feeble glimmerings of 
truth with which our senses furnish us, 
since we have no means whereby to ac- 
quire greater. 

Do not let us take for real sciences 
those which have no other basis than 
our imagination ; they can only be vi- 
sionary. Let us cling to nature which 
we see, which we feel, which acts up- 
on us, of which, at least, we know the 
general laws. If we are ignorant of 
the secret principles which she employs 
in her complicated works, we are at 
least certain that she acts in a perma- 
nent, uniform, analogous and necessary 
manner. Let us then observe this na- 
ture ; let us never quit the routine which 
prescribes for us ; if we do, we shall 
infallibly be punished with numberless 
errours, which will darken our mind, 
estrange us from reason — the necessa- 
ry consequence of which will be count- 
less sorrows, which we may otherwise 
avoid. Let us not adore, let us not 
flatter after the manner of men, a na- 
ture who is deaf, and who acts neces- 
sarily, and of which nothing can de- 
range the course. Do not let us im- 
plore a whole which can only main- 
tain itself by the discord of elements, 
from whence the universal harmony 
and the stability of the whole has its 
Girth. Let us consider that we are 
sensible parts of a whole destitute of 



feeling, in which all the fonns and the i 
combinations are destroyed after they 
are bom, and have subsisted for a long- 
er or shorter time. Liet ns look upon 
nature as an immense laboratory whicl. 
contains every thing necessary for hei 
to act and to produce all those woria 
which are displayed to our sight. Let 
us acknowledge ner power to be inhe 
rent in her essence. Do not let ns at- 
tribute her works to an imaginary cause 
which has no other existence tl^in in 
our brain. Let us rather for ever ban- 
ish from our mind a phantom calcula- 
ted to disturb it, and to prevent our 
pursuing the simple, natural, and cer- 
tain means which can conduct us to 
happiness. Let us, then, restore this 
nature, so Ion? mistaken, to her legiti- 
mate rights : let us listen to her voice, 
of which reason is the faithful interpre- 
ter ; let us silence that enthusiasm and 
imposture which^ onfortunately, have 
drawn us aside from the only worship 
suitable to intelligent beings. 



CHAPTER V. 

Of Theism or Deism ; of the System qf Op- 
timisms andqfJP^^al Causes. 

Very few men have he courage to 
examine the Grod which every one is 
in agreement to acknowledge ; there is 
scarcely any one who dares to doubt 
his existence although it has never been 
proved : each receives in infancy, with- 
out any examination, the vague name 
of Goci, which his fatners transmit him, 
which they consign to his brain with 
those obscure ideas which they them- 
selves have attached to it, and which 
every thing conspires to render habitual 
in him : nevertheless, each modifies it 
in his own manner ; indeed, as we have 
frequently observed, the unsteady no- 
tions of an imaginary being cannot be 
the same in all the individuals of the 
human species ; each man has his mode 
of considering him : each man makes 
to himself a God in particular^ after his 
own peculiar temperament, his natural 
dispositions, his imagination, more or 
less exalted, his individual circumstan- 
ces, the prejudices he has received, and 
the mode in which he is afiected at 
different times. The contented and 
healthy man does not see his God with 
the same eyes as the man who is cha- 
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grined and sick; the man who has a 
heated blood, an ardent imagination, or 
IS subject to bile, does not see him un- 
der the same trails as he who enjoys a 
more peaceable soul, who has a cooler 
imagination, who is of a more phleg- 
matic character. This is not all : even 
the same man does not see him in the 
same manner in the different periods of 
his life ; his God undergoes all the va- 
riations of his own machine, all the 
revolutions of his own temperament, 
those continual vicissitudes which his 
being experiences. The idea of the 
Divinity, whose existence is looked up- 
on as so demonstrable, this idea which 
is pretended to be innate or infused in 
all men, this idea, of which we are as- 
sured that the whole of nature is earn- 
est in furnishing us with proofs, is per- 
petually fluctuating in the mind of each 
individual, and varied, at each moment, 
in all the beings of the human species ; 
there are not two who admit precisely 
the same God, there is not a single one 
who, in different circumstances, does 
not see him variously. 

Do not, then, let us be surprised at 
the weakness of those proofs which are 
furnished of the existence of a being 
which men will never see but within 
themselves. Do not let us be aston- 
ished at seeing them so little in har- 
mony with each other upon the various 
systems which they set up relatively 
to him, upon the worship which they 
render to him; their disputes on his 
account, the want of just inference in 
their opinions, the little consistency 
and connexion in their systems, the 
contradictions in which tney are un- 
ceasinghr falling when they would 
speak of him, the incertitude m which 
their mind finds itself every time it is 
occupied with this being so arbitrary, 
ought not to appear strange to us ; they 
must necessarily dispute when they 
reason upon an object seen diversely 
under various circumstances, and upon 
which there is not a single man that 
can be constantly in accord with him- 
self. 

All men are agreed upon those ob- 
jects which they are enabled to submit 
to the test of experience ; we do not 
hear any disputes upon the principles 
of geometry; those truths which are 
evident and demonstrated, never vary 
in our mind ; we never doubt that the 



part is less than the whole, that two 
and two make four, that benevolence is 
an amiable quality, that equity is ne- 
cessary to man in society. 6ut we 
find nothing but disputes, but incerti- 
tude, but variations, upon all those sys- 
tems which have the Divinity for their 
object ; we see no harmony in the prin- 
ciples of theology; the existence of 
God, which is announced to us every 
where as an evident and demonstrated 
truth, is only so for those who have not 
examined the proofs upon which it is 
founded. These proofs frequently ap- 
pear false or feeble to those themselves 
who, otherwise, do not by any means 
doubt of his existence ; the inductions 
or the corollaries which are drawn 
from this pretended truth, said to be so 
clear, are not the same in two nations 
or even in two individuals; the thmk- 
ersof all ages and of all countries un- 
ceasingly quarrel amongst themselves 
upon religion, upon their theological hy- 
pothesis, upon the fundamental truths 
which serve for the basis of them, upon 
the attributes and the qualities of a God 
with whom they vainly occupy them- 
selves, and the idea of whom vanes 
continually in their own bram. 

These disputes and these perpetual 
variations ought at least to ponvince^, 
that the ideas of the Dmnity have ae- 
ther the evidence nor the c^rUtj^ 
which are attributed %^}^;^^;^ 
it mav be oermitted to doubt the n^fy 

ofTblinff which men see «o4iv^«*jr, 
01 a oemg wii ^^ ^ ^_ 

coiTrTd of which tie i^*^^, 

all the eflforts and the W**«^^ «* 
most ardent defende«^^«-^^ yl 
a God is not even IT^^ J ^ 

should be, «*''.t"ti^<CXzll,'^ 
thp world acquire tJW %Qi«ey>:0>'*iM^^^ 

existence of the be«>«<<^*^» *>^^, 
tant to believe W** ^ M**' ** -vy 
e^n probability » »l-_ *-*.^ ^t^», 

cession ^^^^J^^.^J^T^'' 

nothing ^fc^'^'^S^ 
conviiK****- -V^'H^'- 
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Qs^ but when constant experience and 
reiterated reflections always show it 
to us under the same point of view. 
From the constant relation which is 
made by well-constituted senses, re- 
sults that evidence and that certitude 
which can alone produce full convic- 
tion. What becomes, then, of the cer- 
titude of the existence of the Divini- 
ty ? Can his discordant qualities have 
existence in the same subject ? And 
has a being, who is nothing but a heap 
of contradictions, probability in his fa- 
vour ? Can those who admit it, be con- 
vmced of it themselves ? And, in this 
case, ought they not to permit that we 
should doui)t those pretended truths, 
which they announce as demonstrated 
and as evident, whilst they themselves 
feel that they are wavering in their 
own heads? The existence of this 
God and of the divine attributes cannot 
be things demonstrated for any man 
on earth; his non-existence and the 
impossibility of the incompatible qual- 
ities which theology assigns him will 
be evidently demonstrated to whoever 
shall be disposed to feel that it is im- 
possible the same subject can unite 
those qualities which reciprocally de- 
stroy each other, and whicn all the ef- 
forts of the human mind will never be 
able to conciliate.* 



* Cicero has said, Plura discrepantia vera 
esse non possunt. From whence we see, 
that no reasoning, no revelation, no miracle 
can render that false which experience has 
demonstrated to us as evident; thai there is 
nothing short of a confusion, an overturning of 
the brains, that can cause contradictions to 
be admitted. According to the celebrated 
Wolfe, in his Ontology, § 99 r Possibile est 
quod nullum in se repugnantium habet, quod 
contradictione caret, .\fter this definition the 
existence of God must appear impossible, see- 
mg that there is a contradiction in saying 
that a spirit without extent can exist in ex^ 
tension, or move matter which has extent. — 
Saint Thomas, says that ens est quod non 
repugnat esse. This granted, a Grod, such as 
he is defined to be, is only a being of the im- 
agination, since he can have existence no 
wnere. According to Bilfinger, de deo. ani- 
ma et vfiundo, § 5, Essentia est primus re- 
rum conceptus constitutivus vel quidditativus, 
cujus ope csBtera, quae de re aliqua dicentur, 
deinonstrari possunt. In this case, could it 
not be dem^mded of him, if anv one has an 
idea of the divine essence? Which is the un- 
derstanding that constitutes God that which 
he is, and whence flows the demonstration of 
every thing which is said of him 7 Ask a the- 



However it may be with these qual- 
ities, whether irreconcilable, or totally 
incomprehensible, which the theologi- 
ans assi^ to a being already inconceiv- 
able by himself, whom they make the 
author or the architect of the world, what 
can result to the hiunan species in sup- 
posing him to have intelligence and 
views ? Can a universal intelligence, 
whose care ought to be extended to 
every thing that exists, have relations 
more direct and more intimate with 
man, who only forms an insensible por 
tion of the great whole ? Is it, then, 
to make joyful the insects and the ants 
of his garden, that the Monarch of the 
universe has constructed and embellish- 
ed his habitation ? Should we be bet- 
ter capacitated to have a knowledge of 
his projects, to divine his plan, to mea- 
sure his wisdom with our feeble eyes, 
and could we better judge of his works 
from our own narrow views ? The ef- 
fects, good or bad, favourable or preju- 
dicial to ourselves, which we may ima- 
gine to emanate from his omnipotence 
and from his providence, will they be 
less the necessary effects of his wis- 
dom, of his iustice, of his eternal de- 
crees? In this case, can we suppose 
that a God so wise, so just, so intelli- 
gent, will change his plan for us? 
Overcome by our prayers and our ser- 
vile homage, will he, to please us, re- 
form his immutable decrees ? Will he 
take away from beings their essences 
and their properties ? Will he abrogate, 
by miracles, the eternal laws of a na- 
ture, in which his wisdom and his 
goodness are admired '? Will he cause\ 
that in our favour, fire shall cease toi 
burn when we shall approach it too^ 
nearly ? Will he so order it, that fever, 
that the gout shall cease to torment us 
when we shall have amassed those hu- 
mours of which these infirmities are 
the necessary consequence ? Will he 
prevent an edifice that tumbles in ruins 
from crushing us by its fall, when we 
shall pass beside it ? Will our vain cries 
and the most fervent supplications, pre^ 
vent our country from being unhappy, 

ologian if God can commit crime 7 He will 
tell you noj seeing that crime is repugnant to 
justice, which is nis essence. But this theo- 
logian does not see that, in supposing God a 
Hpirit, it is fiill as repugnant to nis essence to 
have created or to move matter, as to commit 
a crime repugnant to his justice. 
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when it shall be devastated by an am- 
bitious conqueror, or governed by ty- 
rants who oppress it? 
/ If this innnite intelligence is always 
obliged to give a free course to those 
events whicn his wisdom has prepared ; 
if nothing happens in this world but 
after his impenetrable designs, we have 
nothing to ask of him ; we should be 
madmen to oppose ourselves to them ; 
we should offer an insult to his pru- 
dence if we were desirous to regu- 
late them. Man must not flatter hun- 
self with being wiser than his God, 
with being capable of engaging him to 
change his will; with having the pow- 
er to determine him to take other means 
than those which he has chosen to ac- 
complish his decrees ; an intelligent 
Grod can only have taken those meas- 
ures which are the most just, and those 
means which are the most certain, to 
arrive at his end ; if he were capable of 
changing them, he neither could be 
called wise, immutable, nor provident. 
If God did suspend, for an instant, those 
laws which he himself fixed, if he 
could change any thing in his plan, it 
is because he could not have foreseen 
the motives of this suspension, or of 
this change ; if he had not made these 
motives enter into his plan, it is that he 
had not foreseen them ; if^he has fore- 
seen them, without making them enter 
into his plan, it is that he has not been 
able. Thus, in whatever manner these 
things are contemplated, the prayers 
which men address to the Divinity, and 
the different worships which they ren- 
der him, always suppose they believe 
they have to deal with a being whose 
wisdom and providence are small, and 
capable of change, or who, in despite of 
his omnipotence, cannot do that which 
he is willing, or that which would be 
expedient for men. for whom, neverthe- 
less, it is pretended that he has created 
the world. 

It is, however, upon these notions, so 
badly directed, that are founded all the 
religions of the earth. We every where 
see man on his knees before a wise 
God, of whom he strives to regulate 
the conduct, to avert the decrees, to re- 
form the plans ; every where man is 
occupied with gaining him to his in- 
terests, by meannesses and presents ; 
in overcoming his justice by dint of 
prayers, by practices, by ceremonies, 

No. VIII.— 32 
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found every moment in contradiction. 
As for the abstract and negative quali- 
ties with which they may invest him, 
they will always he unintelligible, and 
will only prove the inutility of the ef- 
forts of tne human mind, when it 
wishes to define l>eings which have no 
existence. As soon as men believe them- 
selves greatly interested in knowing a 
thinc^, tney labour to form to themselves 
an idea of it ; if they find great obstacles, 
or even an impossibility of enlighten- 
mg their ignorance, then the small 
success that attends their researches, 
disposes them to credulity ; hence crafty 
knaves or enthusiasts profit of this cre- 
dulity to make their inventions or their 
reveries (which they deliver out as per- 
manent truths, of which it is not permit- 
ted to doubt) pass current. It is thus 
that ignorance, despair, idleness, the 
want of reflecting habits, place the hu- 
man species in a state oi dependence 
on those who are charged with the care 
of building up those systems upon 
those objects of which he has no one 
idea. As soon as there is a question 
of the Divinity and of religion, that is 
to say, of objects of which it is impos- 
sible to comprehend any thing, men 
reason in a very strange mode, or are 
the dupes of very deceitful reasonings. 
As soon as men see themselves in a 
total impossibility of understanding 
what is said, they imagine that those 
who speak to them are better acquaint- 
ed with the things of which they dis- 
course than themselves ; these do not 
fail to repeat to them that the most 
certain way w to agree with that 
which they tell them, to allow them- 
selves to be guided by them, and to 
shut their eyes : they menace them with 
the anger of the irritated phantom, if 
they refuse to believe what they tell 
them; and this argument, although 
It only supposes the thing in question, 
closes the mouth of poor mortals, who, 
convinced by this victorious reasoning, 
fear to perceive the palpable contradic- 
tions of the doctrines announced to 
them — blindly agree with their guides, 
not doubting that they have much 
clearer ideas of those marvellous ob- 
jects with which they unceasingly 
entertain them, and on which their 
profession obliges them to meditate. 
The uninformed believes his priests 
have more senses than himself, he 



takes them for diytne men, or demi- 
gods. He sees m that which he adores 
only what the priests tell him, and 
from ever}' thing which they say ol 
him, it results, to every man who 
thinks, that Grod is only a being of the 
imagination, a phantom clothed widi 
those qualities which the priests have 
judged suitable to give him, to redouble 
the ignorance, the incertitude, and the 
fear of mortals. It is thus the author- 
ity of the priests decide, without ap- 
peal, on the thing, which is useful only 
to the priesthood. 

When we shall be disposed to recur 
to the origin of things, we shall always, 
find that it is ignorance and fear which 
have created Gods; that it is ima- 
gination, enthusiasm, and imposture, 
which have embellisned or disfigured 
them ; that it is weakness that adores 
them, that it is credulity which nour- 
ishes them, that it is nabit which re- 
spects them, that it is tyranny who 
sustains them, to the end that tyrants, 
may profit by the blindness of men. 

We are unceasingly told of the ad- 1 
vantages that result to men, firom the 
belief of a God. We shall presently 
examine if these advantages be as real 
as they are said to be ; m the mean 
time, let us ascertain whether the opin- 1 
ion of the existence of a God be an h 
errour or a truth 1 If it is an errour, it 
cannot be useful to the human species; 
if it is a truth, it ought to be suscep- 
tible of proofs so clear as to be com- 
passed by all men, to whom this truth 
is supposed to be necessary and advan- 
tageous. On the other hand, the utility 
of an opinion does not render it more 
certain on that account. This suffices 
to reply to Doctor Clarke, who asks, 
if it is net a thing very desirable, and 
which any wise man would wish to 
be true, for the great benefit andhap- 
piness of men, that there were a God, 
an intelligent and wise, ajiist and 
good being, to govern the world? 
We shall say to him, first, that the 
supposed autnor of a nature in which 
we are obliged to see, at each instant, 
confusion by the side of order, wicked- 
ness by the side of goodness, folly by 
the side of wisdom, justice by the side 
of injustice, can no more be qualified 
to be good, wise, intelligent, and just, 
than to be wicked, irrational, and per- 
verse ; at least, as far as the two pr:n- 
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ciples in nature are equal in power, of 
which the one unceasingly destroys 
the works of the other. We shall say, 
secondly, that the benefit which can 
result from a supposition, neither ren- 
ders it either more certain, or more 
probable. Indeed, where should we 
be, if, because a thing would be useful, 
we went so far as to conclude from it 
that it really existed 7 We shall say, 
thirdly, that every thing which has 
been related until the present moment, 
proves, that it is repugnant to all com- 
mon notions, and impossible to be be- 
lieved, that there should be a being as- 
sociated with nature. We shall fur- 
ther say, that it is impossible to believe 
very sincerely the existence of a being 
of which we have not any real idea, 
and to which we cannot attach any 
that does not instantly destroy it. Can 
we believe the existence of a being of 
which we can affirm nothing, who is 
only a heap of negations of every thing 
of which we have a knowledge ? In 
short, is it possible firmly to believe the 
existence of a being upon which the 
human mind cannot fix any judgment 
which is not found to be instantly 
contradicted ? 

But the happy enthusiast, when the 
soul is sensible of its enjoyments, and 
when the softened imagination has oc- 
casion to paint to itself a seducing 
object to which it can render thanks 
for its pretended kindne^ss, will ask, 
"Wherefore deprive me of a God 
whom I see under the character of a 
sovereign, filled with wisdom and 
goodness? What comfort do I not 
find in figurmg to myself a powerful, 
intelligent, and good monarch, of whom 
I am the favourite, who occupies him- 
self with my well-being, who unceas- 
ingly watches over my safety, who 
administers to my wants, who consents 
that under him I command the whole 
of nature ? I believe I behold him un- 
ceasingly diflFusing his benefits on man ; 
I see his Providence labouring for him 
without relaxation ; he covers the earth 
with verdure, and loads the trees with 
delicious fruits to gratify his palate ; 
he fills the forest with animals suitable 
to nourish him ; he suspends over his 
head planets and stars, to enlighten 
him during the day, to guide his un- 
certain steps during the night ; he ex- 
tends around him the azure firmament ; 



to rejoice his eyes, he decorates the 
meadows with flowers ; he washes his 
residence with fountains, with rivulets, 
and with rivers. Ah! sufier me to 
thank the author of so many benefits. 
Do not deprive me of my charming 
phantom ; I shall not find my illusions 
so sweet in a severe and rigid neces- 
sity, in a blind and inanimate matter, 
in a nature destitute of intelligence 
and feeling." 

"Wherefore," the unfortunate will 
say. from whom his destiny has rigor- 
ously withheld those benefits which 
have been lavished on so many others, 
" Wherefore ravish from me an errour 
that is dear to me ? Wherefore annihi- 
late to me a God, whose consoling 
idea dries up the source of my tears, 
and serves to calm my sorrows? — 
Wherefore deprive me of an object, 
which I represent to myself as a com- 
passionate and tender father, who re- 
proves me in this world, but into whose 
arms I throw myself with confidence, 
when the whole of nature appears to 
have abandoned me ? Supposmg even 
that this God is no more than a chimera, 
the unhappy have occasion for him, to 
guaranty them from a frightful despair: 
IS it not inhuman and cruel to be desi- 
rous to plunge them into a vacuum, by 
seeking to undeceive them ? Is it not 
a useful errour, preferable to those 
truths which deprive the mind of every 
consolation, and which do not hold 
forth any relief from its sorrows ?" 

No ! I shall reply to these enthusi- 
asts, truth can never render you un- 
happy ; it is this which really consoles 
us ; it is a concealed treasure, which, 
much superior to those phantoms in- 
vented by fear, can cheer the heart and 
^ive it courage to support the burdens 
of life ; it elevates the mind, it renders 
it active,' it furnishes it with means to 
resist the attacks of fate, and to com- 
bat, with success, bad fortune. I shall 
then ask them upon what they found 
this goodness, which they foolishly 
attribute to their Grod ? But this Groa 
I shall say to them, is he then benevo 
lent to all men ? For one mortal who 
enjoys abundance and the favours of 
fortune, are there not millions who 
languish in want and misery? Those 
who take for model the order on which 
they suppose this God the author, are 
they then the most happy 
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world ? The goodness of this being, 
to 8ome favourite individual, does it 
never contradict itself? Even those 
oonsolations which the imagination 
seeks in his bosom, do they not an- 
nounce misfortunes brought on by his 
.decrees, and of which he is the au- 
thor? Is not the earth covered with 
unfortunates, who appear to come upon 
it only to suffer, to groan, and to die ? 
Does this divine providence give itself 
op to sleep during those contagions, 
those plagues, those wars, those disor- 
ders, tnose moral and physical revolu- 
tions, of which the human race is con- 
tinually victim ? This earth, of which 
the fecundity is looked ujion as a bene- 
fit from heaven, is it not m a thousand 
places dry, barren, and inexorable ? — 
Does it not produce poisons, by the 
side of the most delicious fruits? — 
Those rivers and those seas, which are 
believed to be made to water our abode, 
and to facilitate our commerce, do they 
not frequently inundate our fields, over- 
turn our dwellings, and carry away 
men and their flocks 1* In short, this 
God, who presides over the universe, 
and who watches unceasingly for the 
preservation of his creatures, does he 
not almost always deliver them up to 
the chains of many inhuman sove- 
reigns, who make sport of the misery 
of their unhappy subjects, whilst these 
unfortunates vainly address themselves 
to heaven, that their multiplied calami- 
ties may cease, which are visibly due 
to an irrational administration and not 
to the wrath of Heaven ? 



♦Nevertheless, on the whole, there is no such 
a thing as real evil. Insects find a safe re- 
treat in the ruins of the palace which crushes 
man in its fall ; man by his death furnishes 
food for myriads of contemptible insects, 
whilst animals are destroyed by thousands 
that he may increase his bulk, and ling^er out 
for a season a feverish existence. The nalcy- 
on, delighted with the tempest, voluntarily 
mingles with the storm— ndes conientedlv 
upon the surge ; rejoiced by the fearftil bowl- 
ings of the northern blast, plays with happy 
buoyancv upon the foaming billows, that 
have rutnlessly dashed in pieces the vessel of 
the unfortunate mariner, who, plunged into 
an abyss of misery, with tremulous emotion 
clings to the wreck — views with horrific de- 
spair the premature destruction of his indulg- 
ed hopes — sighs deeply at the thoughts of 
home— with aching heart think« of the cher- 
iFbed friends his streaming eyes will never 
more behold — in agony dwells upon t\\e ia\i\\- ' 
fuJ affection of an aaored companion, -w^vo 



The unhappy man, who seeks con 
solation in the arms of his Grod, oi2ght 
at least to remember that it is this same 
God, who being the master of all, dis- 
tributes the go<xl and the evil : if na- 
ture is believed to be subjected to his 
supreme orders, this Grod is as frequent- 
ly unjust, filled with malice, with im- 
prudence, with irrationality, as with 
goodness, wisdom, and equity. If the 
devotee, less prejudiced and more con- 
sistent, would reason a little, he would 
suspect that his God was a capricious 
God, who frequently made him suffer ; 
he would not seek to console himself 
in the arms of his executioner, whom 
he has the folly to mistake for a friend 
or for his father. 

Do we not, indeed, see in nature a 
constant mixture of good and evil ? To 
obstinately see only the good, is as ir- 
rational as only to perceive the evil. 
We see the calm succeed to the storm, 
sickness to health, and peace to wpr. 
The earth produces in everj country 
plants necessary to the nourishment of 
man, and plants suitable to his destruc-^ 
tion. Each individual of the human 
species is a necessary compound of 
good and bad qualities ; all nations 
present us with the variegated specta- 
cle of vices and virtue ; that which re- 
joices one individual, plunges many 
others into mourning and sadness ; 
there happens no event that has not 
advantages for some, snd disadvanta- 
ges for others. Nature, considered in 
Its whole, shows us beings alternately 
subjected to pleasure and grief, born to 
die, and exposed to those continual vi- 
cissitudes from which no one of them is 
exempt. The most superficial glance 
of the eye will suffice, then to unde- 

will never again repose her drooping head up- 
on his mamy bosom — ^grows wila with the 
appalling remembrance of beloved children 
his weaned arms will never more encircle with 
parental fondness ; then sinks for ever the 
unhappy victim of circumstances that fiU 
with glee the fluttering bird, who sees him 
yield to the overwhelmmg force of the infon- 
ate waves. The conqueror displays his mili- 
tary skill, fights a sanguinary battle, puts his 
encmv to the rout, lays waste his country, 
slaughters thousands of his fellows, plunges 
whole districts int© tears, fills the land with 
the moans of the fatherless, the waUings of 
the widow, in order that the crows may nave 
a banquet — that ferocious beasts may glutton 
y oxxaX'v ?,o"t^^ \\\%rcv9^Ne& 'wvNJa. Vvwnvan. gore— 
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ceive us as to the idea that man is the 
final caitse of the creation, the con- 
stant object of the labours of nature, or 
of its author, to whom they can at- 
tribute, according to the visible state of 
things, and the continual revolutions 
of the human race, neither goodness nor 
malice ; neither justice nor injustice ; 
neither intelliger.ee nor irrationality . In 
short, in considering nature without 
prejudice, we shall find that all beings 
m the universe are equally favoured, and 
that every thing which exists, under- 
goes the necessary laws from which no 
being can be exempted. 

Thus, when there is a question con- 
cerning an agent we see act so vari- 
ously as nature, or as its pretended mo- 
ver, it is impossible to assign him qual- 
ities according to his works, which are 
sometimes advantageous and some- 
times prejudicial to the human species ; 
or at least, each man will be obliged to 
judge of him after the peculiar mode in 
which he is himself affected ; there will 
be no fixed point or standard in the 
judgments which men shall form of 
him; our mode of judging will always 
be founded upon our mode of seeing 
and of feeling, and our mode of feeling 
will depend on our temperament, on 
our organization, on our particular cir- 
cumstances, which cannot be the same 
in all the individuals of our species. 
These different modes of being affected, 
then, will always furnish the colours of 
the portraits which men may paint to 
themselves of the Divinity ; consequent- 
ly these ideas cannot be either fixed or 
certain; the inductions which they 
may draw from them, can never be 
either constant or uniiorm ; each will 
always judge after himself, and will 
never see any thing but himself, or his 
own peculiar situation, in his God. 

This granted, men who are content- 
ed, who have a sensible soul, a lively 
imagination, will paint the Divinity 
under the most charming traits ; they 
will believe they ^ee in the whole of 
nature, which will unceasingly cause 
them agreeable sensations, nothing but 
proofs of benevolence and goodness ; in 
their poetical ecstacy, they will imagine 
they perceive every where the impres- 
sion of a perfect intelligence, of an in- 
finite wisdom, of a providence tenderly 
occupied with the well-being of man ; 
self-love joining itself to these exalted 



qualities, will put the finishing hand to 
their persuasion that the universe is 
made solely for the human race ; they 
will strive, in imagination, to kiss with 
transport the hand from whom they be- 
lieve they receive so many benefits; 
touched with these favours, gratified 
with the perfume of these roses, of 
which they do not see the thorns, or 
which their ecstatic delirium prevents | 
them from feeling, they will think they i 
can never sufficiently acknowledge the- 
necessary effects, wnich they look up- 
on as indubitable proofs of the divine 
predilection for man. Inebriated with 
these prejudices, enthusiasts will not 
perceive those sorrows and that confu- 
sion of which the universe is the the- 
atre ; or, if they cannot prevent them- 
selves from seemg them, they will be 
persuaded that, in the views of a benev- 
olent providence, these calamities are ' 
necessary to conduct man to a higher 
state of felicity ; the reliance which they 
have placed in the Divinity, upon whom 
they imagine they depend, induces 
them to believe that man only suffers 
for his good, and that this being, who 
is fruitful in resources, will know how 
to make him reap advantage from the 
evils he experiences in this world. 
Their mind, thus pre-occupied, from 
thence sees nothing that does not ex- 
cite their admiration, their gratitude, 
and their confidence ; even those ef- 
fects which are the most natural and , 
the most necessary, appear to them to be '. 
miracles of benevolence and goodness ; 
obstinately persisting in seeing wis- 
dom and intelligence every where, they 
shut their ^es to the disorders which 
could contradict those amiable qualities 
they attribute to the being with whom 
their hearts are engrossed ; the most 
cruel calamities, the most afflicting 
events to the human race, cease to ap- 
pear to them disorders, and only furnish 
them with new proofs of the divine 
perfections: they persuade themselves 
that what appears to them defective or 
imperfect, is only so in appearance ; 
and they admire the wisdom and the 
bounty of their God, even in those ef- 
fects which are the most terrible, and 
the most suitable to discourage them. 
It is, without doubt, to this stupid 
intoxication, to this strange infatuation, 
to which is to be ascribed the system 
of optimism, by which enthusiasts ^" ••- 
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Dished with a romantic imasrination. 
appear to hare reuounced the evidence 
of their senses, and thus they find, that, 
even for man, ereiy (himr in goml in a 
nature where the g^ood is found con- 
stantly accompanied with evil, and 
where minds less prejudiced, and ima- 
ginations less poetical, would judge 
that every thing is only that which it 
can be ; that the good and the evil are 
equally necessary ; that they emanate 
from tne nature of things, and not from 
a fictitious hand, which, if it really ex- 
isted, or did every thing that we see, 
could be called wicked with as much 
reason as he is inaptly said to be filled 
with goodness. Besides, to be ena- 
bled to justify providence for the evils, 
the vices, and the disorders which we 
see in the whole which is supposed to 
be the work of his hands, we should 
know the aim of the whole. Now, the 
whole cannot have an aim, because, if 
it had an aim, a tendency, an end, it 
would no longer be the whole. 

We shall be told, that the disorders 
and the evils which we see in this 
world, are only relative and apparent, 
and prove notiiing against divine wis- 
dom and goodness. But can it not be 
replied, that the so lAuch boasted bene- 
fits, and he marvellous order, upon 
which the wisdom and goodness of 
God are founded, are, in a like manner, 
only relative and apparent ? It is uni- 
formly our mode of feeling, and of co- 
existing with those causes by which 
we are encompassed, which constitutes 
the order of nature with relation to our- 
selves, and which authorizes us to as- 
cribe wisdom or goodness to its author ; 
ought not our modes of feeling and of 
existing authorize us to call that dis- 
order which injures us, and to ascribe 
imprudence or malice to the being 
whom we shall suppose to put nature 
in motion ? In short, that which we see 
in the world conspires to prove that 
every thing is necessary ; that nothing 
IS done by chance ; that all the events, 
good or bad, whether for us, whether 
for beings of a different order, are 
brought about by causes, acting after 
certain and determinate laws ; and that 
nothing can authorize us to ascribe any 
one of our human qualities either to na- 
ture, or to the motive-power that has 
been given to her. 

With respect to those who pretend 



that the supreme wisdom will know 
how to draw the greatest benefits for 
us, even out of the bosom of those evils 
which he permits as to experience i& 
this world, we shall ask them if they 
are themselves the confidants of the 
Divinity; or upon what they found 
their flattering nopes ? They will tell 
us, without doubt, that they judge ot 
the conduct of God by analogy; and 
that, by the actual proofs of his wis- 
dom and goodness, they have a just 
right to conclude in favour of his future 
bounty and wisdom. We shall reply 
to them, that they admit, according to 
these gratuitous suppositions, that the 
goodness and the wisdom of their God 
contradict themselves so frequently in 
this world, that nothing can assure them 
that his conduct will ever cease to be 
the same with respect to those men 
who experience here below sometimes 
his kindness and sometimes his disfa- 
vour. If, in despite of his omnipotent 
goodness, Grod has not been either able 
or willing to render his beloved crea- 
tures completely happy in this world, 
what reason is there to believe that he 
either will be able or willing to do it in 
another? 

Thus, this language only founds it- 
self upon ruinous hypotheses which 
have for basis only a prejudiced ima- 
gination ; it only snows that men, once 
persuaded, without motives and with- 
out cause, of the goodness of their God, 
cannot figure to themselves that he will 
consent to render his creatures con- 
stantly unhappy. But on the other hand, 
what real and known good do we see 
result to the human species from those 
sterilities, from those famines, from 
those contagions, from those sanguinary 
combats, which cause so many millions 
of men to perish, and which unceas- 
ingly depopulate and desolate the world 
which we mhabit? Is there any one 
capable to ascertain the advantages 
which result from all those evils which 
besiege us on all sides ? Do we not 
see daily, beings consecrated to mis- 
fortune from the moment they quit the 
womb of their mother^ until that in 
which they descend mto the silent 
grave, who, with great difficulty, found 
time to respire, and lived the constant 
sport of affliction, of grief, and of rever- 
ses of fortune? How, or when, will 
'^. so bon***'^"' '^taw good from 
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the evils which he causes mankind to 
suffer? 

The most enthusiastic optimists, the 
theistSy themselves, the partisans ot na- 
tural religion, (which is any thing but 
natural or founded upon reason,) are, 
as well as the most credulous and super- 
si titious, obliged to recur to the system 
of another life, to exculpate the Divinity 
from those evils which he decrees to be 
suffered in this by those themselves 
whom they suppose to be most agreea- 
ble in his eyes. Thus, in setting forth 
the idea that Grod is good and filled 
with equity, we cannot dispense witji 
admitting a long series of hypotheses 
which, as well as the existence of this 
God, have only imagination for a basis, 
and of which we have already shown 
the futility. It is necessary to recur 
to the doctrine, so little probable, of a 
future life, and of the immortality of 
the soul, to justify the Divinity ; we are 
obliged to say, that for want of having 
been able or willing to render man hap- 
py in this world, he will procure him 
an unalterable happiness when he shall 
no longer exist, or when he shall no 
longer have those organs, by the aid 
of which he is enabled to enjoy it at 
present. 

And after all, these marvellous hypo- 
theses are insufficient to justify the Di- 
vinity for his wickedness or for his 
transitory injustice. If Grod has been 
unjust and cruel for an instant, God has 
derogated, at least for that moment, 
from his divine perfections ; then he is 
not immutable ; his goodness and jus- 
tice are then subject to contradict them- 
selves for a time; and, in this case, 
who can guaranty that the qualities 
which we confide in, will not contra- 
dict themselves even in a future life 
invented to exculpate God for those 
digressions which he permits in this 
world ? What is this but a God who 
IS perpetually ot)liged to depart from 
his principles, and who finds himself 
unable to render those whom he loves 
happy, without unjustly doing them 
evil, at least during theur abode here 
below ? Thus, to justify the Divinity 
It will be necessary to recur to other 
hypotheses ; we must suppose that 
man can offend his Grod, disturb the 
order of the universe, be injurious to 
the felicity of a being sovereignly hap- 
py, and derange the designs of the om- 



nipotent being. To reconcile many 
things, we must recur to the system ol 
the liberty of man.* At length, we 
shall find ourselves obliged to admit, 
one after another, the most improbable, 
the most contradictory, and the most 
false ideas, as soon as we admit that 
the universe is governed by an intelli- 
gence filled with wisdom, with justice, 
and with goodness; this principle alone, 
if we are consistent, is sufficient to lead 
us insensibly into the grossest absurd- 
ities. 

This granted, all those who speak of 
the divine goodness, wisdom, and in- 
telligence, which are shown in the 
works of nature ; who ofier these same 
works as incontestable proofs of the ex- 
istence of a God, or of a perfect agent, 
are men prejudiced or blinded by their 
own imagination, who see only a cor- 
ner of the picture of the universe, with- 
out embracing the whole. Intoxicated 
with the phantom which their mind has 
formed to itself, they resemble those 
lovers who do not perceive any defect 
in the objects of their affection ; they 
conceal, dissimulate, and justify their 
vices and deformities, and frequently 
end with mistaking them for perfec- 
tions. 

We see, then, that the proofs of the 
existence of a sovereign intelligence, 
drawn from the order, from the beauty, 
from the harmony of the universe, are 
quite ideal, and have no reality but for 
those who are organized and modified in 
a certain mode, or whose cheerful ima- 
gination is constructed to give birth to 
agreeable chimeras which they embel- 
lish according to their fancy. These 
illusions, however, must be frequently* 
dissipated even in themselves whenev- 
er their machine becomes deranged ; 
the spectacle of nature, which, under 
certain circumstances, has appeared to 
them so delightful and so seducing, 
must then give place to disorder and 
confusion. A man of a melancholy 
temperament, soured by misfortunes or 
infirmities, cannot view nature and its* 
author under the same perspective as 
the healthy man of a sprightly humour. 



♦ Is there any thing more inconclusive than 
the ideas of some Ineiats who deny the 1ft)- 
ertyofman, nnd who, notwithstanding, ob- 
stinately persist in speaking of an avenjgng 
and lemimerating God 7 How can a just Goa 
punish necessary actions'^ 
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and V -^tented with ever}' thing. De- 
privpii of hapniness, the peevish man 
ran only find disorder, detormity, and 
!iui)jrct> to afilict himself with ; he on- 
ly rontemplates the universe as the the- 
atre oi' the malice or the vengeance of 
an anirry tyrant; he cannot sincerely 
love tliU malicious heing, he hates 
him at the hottom of his heart, even 
when renderinc: him the most servile 
homage: trembling, he adores a hate- 
ful monarch, of whom the idea produ- 
ces onlv scnciments of nustrust. of fear, 
of pu>illanimity ; in short, he becomes 
superstitious, credulous, and very often 
cruel after the example of the master 
whom he believes himself obliged to 
serve and to imitate. 

In consequence of these ideas, which 
have their birth in an unhappy temi>er- 
ament and a peevish humour, the su- 
perstitious are continually infected 
with terrours, with mistrusts, with 
alarms. Nature cannot Imve charms 
for them ; they do not participate in her 
cheerful scenes, they only look ui>on 
this world, so marvellous and so good 
to the contented enthusiast, as a valley 
of tear/t^ in which a vindictive and 
jealous God has placed them only to 
expiate crimes committed either by 
themselves or their fathers ; they con- 
sider themselves to be here the victims 
and the sport of his despotism, to un- 
dergo continual trials, to the end that 
they may arrive for ever at a new ex- 
istence, in which they shall be happy 
or miserable, according to the conduct 
which they shall have held towards 
the fantastical God who holds their des- 
tiny in his hands. 

These are the dismal ideas which 
have given birth to all the worships, to 
all the most foolish and the most cruel 
superstitions, to all the irrational prac- 
*ices, all the absurd systems, all the ex- 
ffava^ant notions and opinions, all the 
doctrines, the ceremonies, the rites, in 
short, to ail 'lie religions on the earth ;* 

♦ History abounds with details of the most 
atrocious cruelties under the imposing name 
of" God 8 will" " God 8 judgments:'' nothing 
has b.:;en considered either too fantastical or 
too flagitious by the votaries of superstition. 
Parents have immolated their children: lovers 
have sacrificed the objects of their affection ; 
friends have destroyed each other ; the most 
bloody disputes have been fomented; the 
moBt interminable Jinimosities have been en- 
Igendered, to gratify the whim of implacable 



they have been, and always will be, tn 
eternal source of alarm, ot discord, an^ 
of delirium, for those dreamers who 
are nourished with bile, or intoxicated 
with divine fury, whose atrabilious hu- 
mour disposes to wickedness, whose 
wandering imagination disposes to fa- 
naticism, whose ignorance prepares 
them for credulity, and who blmdly 
^uhmit to their priests : these, for their 
own interestSj avail themselves fre- 
((uently of their fierce and austere God 
to excite them to crimes, and to induce 
them to ravish from others that repose 
of which they are themselves deprived. 

It is, then, in the diversity of tem- 
peraments and passions that we must 
seek the diflerence we find between 
the God of the theist, the optimist, the 
happy enthusiast, and that of the devo- 
tee, tne superstitious, the zealot, whose 
intoxication so frequently renders him 
unsociable and cruel. They are all 
equally irrational; they are the dupes 
of their imagination ; the one, in the 
transport of their love, see God only on 
the favourable side; the others never 
see him but on the unfavourable side. 
Every time we set forth a false suppo- 
sition, all the reasonings we make on 
it are only a long series of errours ; ev- 
ery time we renounce the evidence of 
our senses, of experience, of nature, 
and of reason, it is impossible to calcu- 
late the bounds at which the imagina- 
tion will stop. It is true the ideas of 
the happy enthusiast will be less dan- 
gerous to himself and to others, than 
those of the superstitious atrabilious 
man, whose temperament shall render 
him both cowardly and cruel; never- 
theless the Gods of the one and the 
other are not the less chimerical ; that 
of the first is the produce of agreeable 
dreams, that of the second is the fruit 
of a peevish transport of the brain. 

There will never be more than a 
step between theism and superstition. 
The smallest revolution in the machine, 
a slight infirmity, an unforseen afflic- 
tion, suffices to change the course of 
the humours, to vitiate the tempera- 
ment, to overturn the system of opin 
ions of the theist, or of the happy devo- 
tee ; as soon as the portrait of his God is 
found disfigured, the beautiful order 

p^:„o»o ,vho, by craftv invftntiona, have ol»- 
"*\uence ' ~'e. 
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of nature will be overthrown relative- 
ly to him, and melancholy will, by 
degrees, plunge him into superstition, 
into pusillanimity, and into all those ir- 
regularities which produce fanaticism 
and credulity. 

The Divinity, existing but in the im- 
agination of men, must necessarily take 
its complexion from their character, he 
will have their passions ; he will con- 
stantly follow the revolutions of their 
machine, he will be .lively or sad, 
favourable or prejudicial, friendly or 
inimical, sociable or fierce, humane or 
cruel, according as he who carries him 
in his brain shall be himself disposed. 
A mortal, plunged from a state of hap- 
piness into misery, from health into 
sickness, from joy into affliction, can- 
not, in these vicissitudes, preserve the 
same God. What is this but a God 
who depends at each instant upon the 
variations which natural causes make 
the organs of man undergo? A strange 
God, indeed ! of whom the floating 
idea depends on the greater or less por- 
tion of heat and fluidity of our blood ! 

No doubt that a God constantly 
good, filled with wisdom, embellishej 
with qualities amiable and favourable 
to man, would be a more seductive chi- 
mera than the God of the fanatic and 
of the superstitious ; but he is not less 
for that reason a chimera, that will be- 
come dangerous when the speculators, 
who shall be occupied with it, shall 
change their circumstances or their 
temperament ; these, looking upon him 
as the author of all things, will see 
their God change, or will itt least be 
obliged to consider him as a being full 
of contradictions, upon which there is 
no depending with certainty ; from 
thence incertitude and fear will possess 
their mind ; and this God, whom at 
first they fancied so charming, will be- 
come a subject of terrour to them, likely 
to plunge them in the most gloomy 
superstition, from which, at first sight, 
they appeared to be at an infinite dis- 
tance. 

Thus theism, or the pretended naUi- 
ral religion, cannot have certain prin- 
ciples, and those who profess it are ne- 
cessarily subject to vary in their opin- 
ions of the Divinity, and in th^r con- 
duct which flows from them. Their 
system, originally founded upon a wise 
and intelligent God, whoso goodness 
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can never contradict itself, as soon as 
circumstances change, must preseatly 
be converted into fanaticism, and into 
superstition. This system, succes- 
sively meditated by enthusiasts of dif- 
ferent characters, must experience con- 
tinual variations, and very quickly de- 
part from its pretended primitive sim- 
plicity. The greater part of those phi- 
losophers have been disposed to substi- 
tute theism to superstition, but they 
have not felt that theism was formed 
to corrupt itself and to degenerate. In- 
deed, striking examples prove this fatal 
ti-uth ^ theism is every where corrupt- 
ed ; it has by degrees formed those su- 
perstitions, those extravagant and pre- 
judicial sects, with which the human 
species is infected. As soon as man 
consents to acknowledge invisible pow- 
ers out of nature, upon which his restless 
mind will never be able invariably to 
fix its ideas, and which his imagina- 
tion alone will be capable of painting 
to him ; whenever he shall not dare to 
consult his reason relatively to these 
imaginary powers, it must necessarily 
be, that this first false step leads him 
astray, and that his conduct, as well as 
his opinions, becomes, in the long run, 
perfectly absurd.* 

We call theists or deists^ among 

* The religion of Abraham appears to have 
originally been a theism imagined to reform 
the superstition of the Chaldeans ; the the- 
ism of Abraham was cornipied by Moses, 
who availed himself of it to form the Judaical 
superstition. Socrates was a theist, who, 
like Abraham, believed in divine inspirations; 
his disciple, Plato, embellished the theism of 
his master with the mystical colours which 
he borrowed from the Egyptian and Chaldean 
priests, and which he modified himself in his 
poetical brain. The disciples of Plato such as 
Proclus, Jamblichus, Plotinus, Porphyrus, &c. 
were true fanatics, plunged in the grossest su- 
perstition. In short, the first doctors of 
Christianity were Platonists, who combined 
the Judaical superstition, reformed by the 
Apostles or by Jesus, with Platonism. Many 
people have looked upon Jesus as a true the- 
ist, whose religion has been by deerees cor- 
rupted. Indeed, in the books which contain 
the law which isjittribuled to him, there is no 
mention either of worship, or of priests, or of 
sacrifices, or of oflTerings, or of the greater 
part of the doctrines of actual Christianity, 
which has become the most prejudicial of all 
the superstitions of the earth. Mahomet, in 
combating the polytheism of his country, was 
only desirous of bringing back the Arabs to 
the primitive theism of Abraham and of his 
son Ishmael, and yet Mahometism is 
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ourselves, those who, undeceived in a 
great number of grosser errours with 
which the uninformed and supersti- 
tious are successively filled, simply 
hold to the vague notion of the Divmi- 
ty which tliey consider as an unknown 
agent, endued with intelligence, wis- 
dom, power, and goodness ; in short, 
full of infinite |>erfections. According 
to them, this being is distinguished 
from nature ; they found his existence 
upon the order and the beauty which 
reigns in the universe. Prepossessed 
in favour of his l>enevolent providence, 
they obstinately persist in not seeing 
the evils of which thi8 universal agent 
muHt be the reputed cause whenever he 
does not avail himself of his power to 
prevent them. Infatucited by these 
ideas, of which we have shown the 
slender foundation, it is not surprising 
there should be but little harmony in 
their systems, and in the consequences 
which they draw from them. Indeed, 
some suppose, that this imaginary be- 
ing, retired into the profundity of his es- 
sence, after having brought matter out 
of nothing, abandoned it for ever to the 
motion which he had once given to it. 
They have occasion for God only to 
give birth to nature ; this done, every 
thing that takes place in it is only a 
necessary consequence of the impulse 
which was given to it in the origin of 
things ; he was willing that the world 
should exist ; but too great to enter into 
the detail uf its administration, he deli- 
vered all the events to second or natu- 
ral causes ; he lives in a state of per- 
fect indifference as to his creatures, who 
have no relation whatever with him, 
and who can in no wise disturb his 
unalterable happiness. From whence 
we see the least superstitious of the 
deists make of their God a being use- 
less to men ; but they have occasion 
for a word to designate the first cause 
or the unknown power to which, for 
want of being acquainted with the en- 
ergy of nature, they believe they ought 
to attribute its primitive formation, or, 
if they will, the arrangement of matter 
which is coeternal with God. 

Other theistSj furnished with a more 
lively imagination, suppose more par- 

into seventy-two sects. All this proves that 
theism is always more or less mingled with 
fanaticism, which sooner or later finisheB by 
producing ravages and misery. 



ticular relations between the nuiTersil 
agent and the human species ; each of 
them, according to the tecondity clhis 
genius, extends or diminishes these 
relations, supposes duties from man 
towards his Creator, believes that, to 
please him, he must imitate his pre- 
tended goodness, and, like lum, do ^x)d 
to his creatures. Some imagine to 
themselves that this Grod, being just, 
reserves rewards for those who do good, 
and chastisements for those who com- 
mit evil to their fellow-creatures. From 
whence we see that these humanize 
their Divinity a little more than the 
others, in making him like unto a sove- 
reign, who punishes or recompcDses 
his subjects, according to their fidelity 
in fulfilling their duties, and the laws 
which he imposes on them : they can- 
not, like the pure deists^ content them- 
selves with an immoveable and indif- 
ferent Grod ; they need one who ap- 
proaches nearer to themselves ; or who, 
at least, can serve them to explain some 
of those enigmas which this world pre- 
sents. As each of these speculators, 
which we denominate theists to distin- 
guish them from the first, makes a sepa- 
rate system of religion for himself, they 
are in nowise in accord in their worship, 
nor in their opinions ; there are found be- 
tween them shades frequently impercep- 
tible, which, from simple deism, con- 
ducts some among them to superstition ; 
in short, but little in harmony with them- 
selveSjtheydo not know uponwhat to fix.* 

* It is easy to perceive that the writinigs ol 
the thei^ls and of the deists are commomy as 
much filled with paralogisms, or fallacious 
syllogisms, and with contradictions, as those 
of the theolomans; their systems are fre- 
quenll V in the last degree inconsequent One 
says that every thin^ is necessary, denies the 
spirituality and the immortality of the souL 
refusing to believe the liberty of man. Coida 
we not ask them, in this case, of what service 
can be their God ? They have occasion for a 
word, which custom has rendered necessary 
to them. There are very few men in the world 
who dare be consistent : but let us invite all 
the deicolists, or supporters of the existence of 
a God, under whatever denomination they 
may be desij^'nated, to inquire of themselves, 
if it be possible for them to attach any &ced, 
permanent, and invariable idea, always com- 
patible with the nature of things, to the being 
whom they designate under the name of Qoo, 
and they yvdll see, that, as soon as they dis^ 
tinsfuish him from nature, they will no longer 
understand anv thing about him. The re» 
'*ce whicn the greater part of men show 
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We must not be astonished ; if the 
God of the deist is useless, that of the 
theist is necessarily full of contradic- 
tions : both of them admit a being, who 
is nothing but a mere fiction. Do they 
make him material? he returns from 
thence into nature. Do they make him 
spiritual ? they have no longer any real 
ideas of him. Do they give him moral 
attributes ? they unmediately make a 
man of him, of whom they only extend 
the perfections, but of whom tne quali- 
ties are in contradiction every moment, 
as soon as they suppose him the author 
of all things. Thus, whenever one of 
the human species experiences mis- 
fortunes, you will see him deny provi- 
dence, laugh at final causes, obliged to 
acknowledge either that God is impo- 
tent, or that he acts in a mode contra- 
dictory to his goodness. Yet, those 
who suppose a just God, are they not 
obliged to suppose duties and regula- 
tions, emanating from this being, whom 
they cannot offend if they do not know 
nis will? Thus the theist, one after 
another, to explain the conduct of his 
God, finds himself in continual embar- 
rassment, from which he knows not how 
to withdraw himself; but, in admitting 
all the theological reveries, without 
even excepting those absurd fables 
which were imagined to render an ac- 
count of the strange economy of this 
being, so good, so wise, so full of equity ; 
it will be necessary, from supposition 
to supposition, to recur to the sin of 
Adam, or to the fall of the rebel angels, 
or to the crime of Promethetbs, and the 
box of Pandora, to find in what man- 
ner evil has crept into a world sub- 
jected to a benevolent intelligence. It 
will be necessary to suppose the free 
agency of man ; it will be necessary to 
acknowledge, that the creature can of- 
fend his God, provoke his anger, move 
his passions, and calm them alfterwards 
by superstitious ceremonies and expia- 
tions. If they suppose nature to be 
subject to a concealed agent, endued 
with occult qualities, acting in a mys- 

for atheism^ perfectly resembles the horrour 
of a vacuum: they have occasion to believe 
something, the mind cannot remain in sus- 
pense ; above all, when they persuade them- 
selves that the iliinff interests them in a very 
lively manner; and then, rather than believe 
nothing, they will believe every thing that 
thall he desired, and will imagme that the 
most certain mode is to take a part. 



terious manner, wherefore should it not 
be supposed that ceremonies, motions 
of the body, words, rites, temples, and 
statues can equally contain secret vir- 
tues, suitable to reconcile them to the 
mysterious being whom they adore 1 
Wherefore should they not give faith 
to the concealed powers of magic, of 
theurgy, of enchantments, of charms, 
and of talismans ? Wherefore not be- 
lieve in inspirations, in dreams, in 
visions, iii omens, and in soothsayers 1 
Who knows if the motive power of the 
universe, to manifest itself to men, has 
not been able to employ impenetrable 
ways, and has not had recourse to me- 
tamorphoses, to incarnations, and to 
tran substantiations ? Do not all these 
reveries flow from the absurd notions 
which men have formed to themselves 
of the Divinity ? All these things, and 
the virtues which are attached to them 
are they more inci^edible and less pos- 
sible than the ideas of theism, which 
suppose that an inconceivable, invisi- 
ble, and immaterial God has been able 
to create and can move matter ; that a 
God destitute of organs, can have in- 
telligence, think like men, and have 
moral qualities ; that a wise and intel- 
ligent God can consent to disorder; 
that an immutable and just God can 
permit that innocence should be op- 
pressed for a time ? When a God so 
contradictory, or so much opposed to 
the dictates of good sense, is admitted, 
there is no longer any thing to make 
reason revolt at. As soon as they sup- 
pose such a God, they can believe any 
thing ; it is impossiole to point out 
where they ought to arrest the progress 
of their imagination. If they presume 
relations between man and this incre- 
dible being, they must rear him altars, 
make him sacrifices, address him with 
continual prayers, and oflFer him pre- 
sents. If nothing can be conceived of 
this being, is it not the most certain 
way to refer to his ministers, who by 
situation must have meditated upon 
him. to make him known to others? 
In snort, there is no revelation, no mys- 
tery, no practice that it may not be 
necessary' to admit upon the word of 
the priests, who, in each country, are 
in the habit of teaching to men that 
which they ought to think of the Gods, 
and of suggesting to them the means 
of pleasing them. 
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biiiu, \% ■:.» has n^ i \>:t v.vt :»;:! ::i the ::iK'.::i- to commit evil lor their rtliirious opinions. In 

n:i:.»ri* 7'^ :■>•••: s. \\:':\ tv'.hv.ou »o s-.;p;r- this case, wars would be almost unheard of 

srliion. th-i! which -:/■ -vi or P'\i:(^'t^:ni:s'.". amongst men, and instead of beholding the 

has l»etn tu the /i\>'ic.:n C.t:\o!ic nH^rij-t. melancholy spectacle of man cuttinff the 

Th:- rcfonui rs, shockeil at s.ime absunl mys- throat of his fellow man, because he wnll not 

teries. have not contcste«l others which wtn* stv his God with his own peculiar eyes, we 

no less rt vohinji. As s*H>n as the theoli^iiical shall see him labouring essentially to his own 

God js admitted, then.* is nothinir mon* in tv- ^ happiness, by promoting that of his neieh- 

liirion wliich may not be adopted. On the hour ; culiivating the fields and brineing forth 

ofhei hand, it notwithstanding; the retonn. '■ tJie protluctions of nature, instCiid of puzzling 

the Protestants have tn.'queiitiy been intole- his brain with theological disputes, which can 

rant, it ia to be feared that the theistit may ' ' of the smallest advantage to any ona 

the tame; it is difficult not t») be niv^r -vrie^*" 
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inutility than to associate with nature 
an agent, who cannot explain any one 
of the phenomena of nature ? 

Let us conclude, then, that the man 
who is the most credulously supersti-^ 
tious, reasons in a manner more con- 
clusive, or, at least, more consistent, 
than those, who, after having admitted 
a God, of whom they have no idea, 
stop all at once, and refuse to admit 
those systems of conduct which are 
the immediate and necessary result of 
a radical and primitive errour. As 
soon as they subscribe to a principle 
opposed to reason, by what right do 
they dispute its consequences, however 
absurd they may find them ? 

The human mind, we cannot too 
often repeat for the happiness of men, 
may torment itself as much as it will ; 
-whenever it quits visible nature, it leads 
itself astray, and is presently obliged 
to return. If a man mistakes nature 
and her energy, he has occasion for a 
God to move her: he will no longer 
have any ideas of her, and he is in- 
stantly obliged to form a God, of whom 
he is himself the model ; he believes 
he makes a God, in giving him his 
own qualities, which he believes he 
renders more worthy the sovereign 
of the world, by exaggerating_ them, 
whilst, by dint of abstractions, of ne- 
gations, of exaggerations, he annihi- 
lates them, or renders them totally un- 
intelligible. When he does no longer 
understand himself, and loses himself 
in his own fictions, he imagines he has 
made a Grod, whilst he has only made 
an imaginary being. A God clothed 
with mortal qualities has always man 
for a model ; a God clothed with the 
attributes of theology, has a model no 
where, and does not exist relatively to 
us: from the ridiculous and extrava- 
gant combination of two beings so di- 
verse, there can only result a pure 
chimera, with which our mind can 
have no relation, and with which it is of 
the greatest inutility to occupy our- 
selves. 

Indeed, what could we expect from 
a God such as he is supposed to be ? 
What could we ask of him ? If he is 
spiritual, how can he move matter, and 
arai it against us ? If it be he who 
establishes the laws of nature ; if it be 
he who gives to beings their essence 
and their properties ; if every thing 



that takes place is a proof and the work 
of his infinite providence, of his pro- 
found wisdom, to what end address 
prayers to him ? Shall we pray to liim 
to alter, in our favour, the invariable 
course of things ? Could he, even if 
he would, annihilate his immutable de- 
crees, or retrace his steps? Shall we 
demand, that, to please us, he shall 
make the beings act in a mode opposite 
to the essence which he has given 
them ? Can he prevent that a body, 
hard by its nature, such as a stone, 
shall not wound, in falling, a brittle 
body, such as the human frame, whose 
essence is to feel? Thus, let us not 
demand miracles of this God, what- 
ever he may be ; in despite of the om- 
nipotence which he is supposed to 
have, his immutability would oppose 
itself to the exercise of his power ; his 
goodness would oppose itself to the 
exercise of his rigid justice ; his intel- 
ligence would oppose itself to those 
changes that he might be disposed to 
make in his plan. Whence we see, 
that theology itself, by^dint of discord- 
ant attributes, makes of its God an im- 
moveable being, useless to man, to 
whom miracles are totally impossible. 
We shall perhaps be told, that the 
infinite science of the Creator of all 
things knows in the beings which he 
has formed resources concealed to im- 
becile mortals ; and that without chan- 
ging any thing, either in the laws of 
nature or in the essence of things, he is 
able to produce eSects which surpass 
our feeble understanding, without, how- 
ever, these effects being contrary to the 
order which he has himself established. 
I reply, that every thing which is con- 
formable to the nature of beings, can 
neither be called supernatural nor mi- 
racidous. Many things are, without 
doubt, above our conception, but every 
thing that takes place in the world, is 
natural, and can be much more simply 
attributed to nature, than to an agent 
of whom we have no idea. In the 
second place, that by the word miracle^ 
an eSect is meant, of which, for want 
of knowing nature, she is believed to 
be incapable. In the third place, that 
by miracle^ the theologians of all 
countries pretend to indicate, not an 
extraordinary operation of nature, but 
an effect directly opposite to her laws 
of this natviYe *, to ^tvvi^^Vo^^^^x^'' 
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are aH««iired ihai Gm! ha^ prescribed 
his laws/ On the other hand, if God. 
in those of his works which surprise 
us. or which we do not comprehend, 
dot>*> no more than srive play to springs 
unknown to men, there is nothing in 
nature that, in this sense, may not be 
l(N)ketl U|K>n as a miracle, seeins^ that 
the cause which makes a stone fall, is 
as unknown to us, as that which makes 
our ^IoIh? turn. In short, if God, when 
he iMTfurins a miracle, oily avails him- 
st>tt of the knowledfice winch he has of 
nature, to surprise us, he simply acts 
like some men more cunning than 
others, or more instructed than the un- 
informed, whoastoni>h them with their 
tricks and tlieir marvellous secrets, by 
taking; advantage of their is^norance, or 
of their incapacity. To explain the 
phenomena of nature by miracles, is 
to say, that we are ignorant of the true 
causes of these phenomena : to attrib- 
ute tiiem to a God, is to confess that 
we do not know the resources of na- 
ture, and that we need a word to de- 
siijnate them ; it is to believe in magic. 
To attribute to an intelligent, immuta- 
ble, provident, and wise being, those 
miracles by which he derogates from 
his laws, is to annihilate in him these 
qualitios.f An omnipotent God would 

♦ A inirnrlr, nays Kunnfrs, is nn operation 
by whiili tlie laws of iiaturt', upon wliich 
(IrpciKi tlio oniiT jind the prcwrvaiion of the 
univtTSi*, an* suspt'iided. — St*e l^reatise on 
Athtiumy p. 140. 

t Tin* last ft'fupo of the deist and theologian, 
whin driven oH' all other ijround, is the pos- 
pihility of every thinu he asserts, couched in 
the dogma, " that mithinir is impossible with 
G<)(i." They mark this asseveration with a 
decree of self-complacency, with an air of 
triumph, that would almost persuade one thev 
could not he mistaken ; most assurt^dly with 
him who dii)8 no furtlier than the surface, 
they carry c'omplete conviction. But if we 
examine a little the nature of this proposition, 
we will find that it is untenable. In the first 
place, the possibility of a thing, by no means 
proves its absolute existence ; a thing may be 
extremely possible, and yet not be. Secondly, 
if this was once an admitted argument, theire 
would be, in fact, an end of all morality. The 
Bishop of Chester, Dr. John Wilkins, artys : 
" Would not such men be generally accounted 
out of their wits, who could please themselves 
by entertaining actual hopes of any thing, 
merely upon account of the possibility of it, or 
torment themselves with actual fears of all 
Buch evils as arc possible? Is there any thing 
maginable more wild and extravagant tb*-- 
Jiia would be V Thirdly, the impoaaib 



not have occasion for miracles to &«> 
vern the world, nor to convince ]m 
creatures, whose minds and hearts 
would be in his own hands. All the 
miracles announced by all the religions 
of the world, as proofs of the interest 
which the Most High takes in them, 
prove nothing but the inconstancy ot 
this beinff, and the impossibility in 
which he finds himself to persuade ma 
of that which he would inculcate. 

In short, and as a last resource, it 
will be demanded, whether it would not 
be better to depend on a good, wise, 
intelligent being, than on a blind na- 
ture, in which we do not find any qua- . 
lit^*^ that is consoling to us, or on a &tal ^ 
necessity always inexorable to our \ 
cries 1 I reply, first, that oar interest 
does not decide the reality of things, 
and that if even it should oe more ad- 
vantageous to us to haye to do with a 
being as favourable as Grod is pointed 
out to us, this would not prove the ex- 
istence of this being. Secondly, that 
this being, so good and so wise, is, on 
the other hand, represented to us as an 
irrational tyrant, and that it would be 
more advantageous for man to depend 
on a blind nature, than on a being 
whose good qualities are contradicted 
every instant by the same theology 
which has invented them* Thirdly, 
that nature, duly studied, furnishes us ; 
with every thing necessary to render 
us as happy as our essence admits. , 
When, by the assistance of experience, ■ 
we shall consult nature, or cultivate 
our reason, she will discover to us 
our duties, that is to say, the indis- 
pensable means to whicn her eternal 
and necessary laws have attached our 
preservation, our own happiness, and 
that of society. It is in nature that 
we shall find wherewith to satisfy our 
physical wants ; it is in nature we 
shall find those duties defined, without 
which we cannot live happy in our 
sphere. Out of nature, we only find 

would reasonably appear to be on the othtf 
side ; so far from nothing being impossible, 
every thing that is erroneous, vsrould seem to 
be so ; for, if a Grod existed, ne could not pos- 
sibly either love vice, cherisn crime, be pleased 
wnth depravity, or commit wrong. This de- 
cidedly turns the argument against them, and 
leaves them no other alternative but to retire 
from behind the shield with which they have 
^ ihey rendered themselves invulner- 
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prejudicial chimeras which render us 
doubtful as to what we owe to our- 
selves and to the other beings with 
whom we are associated. 
J Nature is not, then, a stepmother to 
Unis ; we do not depend upon an inexo- 
f irable destiny. Let us rely on nature 
/alone ; she will procure us a multitude 
of benefits, when we shall pay her the 
attention she deserves : she will furnish 
us wherewithal to alleviate our phys- 
ical and moral evils, when we shall be 
disposed to consult her : she does not 
punish us or show us rigour, except 
when we despise her to prostitute our 
incense to the idols which our imagin- 
^ ation has elevated to the throne that 
belongs to her. It is by incertitude, 
discordj blindness, and delirium, that 
she visibly chastises all those who put 
a monster-Grod in the place which she 
ought to occupy. 

In supposing, even for an instant, 
this nature to biS'inert, inanimate, blind, 
or, if they will, in making chance the 
God of the universe, would it not be 
better to depend absolutely upon no- 
thing than upon a Grod necessary to be 
known, and of whom we cannot form 
any one idea, or if we shall form one, 
to whom we are obliged to attach no- 
tions the most contradictory, the most 
disagreeable, the most revolting, and 
most prejudicial to the repose of human 
beings ? Were it not better to depend 
on destiny or on fatality, than on an 
intelligence so irrational as to punish 
bis creatures for the little intelligence 
and understanding which he has been 
pleased to give them ? Were it not 
better to throw ourselves into the arms 
of a blind nature, destitute of wisdom 
and of views, than to tremble all our 
life under the scourge of an omnipo- 
tent intelligence, who has combined 
bis sublime plans in such a manner that 
feeble mortals should have the liberty 
of counteracting and destroying them, 
and thus becoming the constant vic- 
tims of his implacable wrath.* 



* Lord Shaftesbury, although a very zeal- 
ous theist, says, witn reason, that "many 
honest people would have a more tranquil 
mind if the^ were assured that they had only 
a blind destiny for their guide : they tremble 
more in thinking that there is a Grod, than if 
they believed that he did not exist." See his 
LeUer on ETUkOBiaams see also Chapter 



CHAPTER VL 

Examination of the Advantages tohich retuU 
to men from their Notions on the Divinity^ 
or of their Influence upon MoraUy upon Pol- 
iticSf upon the Sciences^ upon the Happiness 
of Nations and Individuals. 

We have hitherto seen the slender 
foundation of those ideas which men 
form to themselves of the Divinity; 
the. little solidity there is in the proofs 
by which they suppose his existence ; 
the want of harmony in the opinions 
they have formed of this beinff, equally 
impossible to be known to the inhab- 
itants of the earth: we have shown 
the incompatibility of those attributes 
which theologv assigns to him: we 
have proved tnat this being, whose 
name alone has the power of inspiring 
fear, is nothing but the shapeless fruit 
of ignorance, of an alarmed imagina- 
tion, of enthusiasm, of melancholy : we 
have shown that the notions which 
men have formed of him, only date their 
origin from the prejudices of their infan 
cy, transmitted by education, strength- 
ened by habit, nourished by fear, main- 
tained and perpetuated by authority. 
In short, every thing must have con- 
vinced us, that the idea of Grod, so gen- 
erally diffused over the earth, is no 
more than a universal errour of the 
human species. It remains now to ex- 
amine if this errour be useful. 

No errour can be advantageous to the ,'• 
human species ; it is ever founded up- 
on his ignorance, or the blindness of 
his mind. The more importance men 
shall attach to their prejudices, the 
more is the fatal consequences of their 
errours. Thus, Bacon had great reason ' 
for saying that the worst of all things^ 
is deified errour. Indeed, the incon- 
veniences which result from our reli- 
gious errours have been, and always 
will be, the most terrible and the most 
extensive. The more we respect these 
errours, the more play they §ive to our 
passions, the more they disturb our 
mind, the more irrational they render 
us, the greater influence they have on 
the whole conduct of our lives. There 
is but little likelihood that he who re- 
nounces his reason in the thing which 
he considers as the most essential to his 
happiness, will listen to it on any oth- 
er occasion. ^ L 11 /? , 

If we reflect a little, we shall find 
the most convincing proof ot t\\i& <? 



«« EXAMINATION OF ADVANTAGES RESULTIXQ 

iTuth : w»- «h:iil **••• in tM"*«* f'.iial iii> Experience prove* that ihe success ol 
ti":.- wiii.-ti i.i*-ii iuvp •.'h»-ri-heil ui ihe a hni Mcrec crime dispones us to oom- 
liiV.titv. T{i<- triip «<'iirrf ut'thu'^t' pre- mit a second, and thi> a third : ihatthe 
• 'ill -••« :i!iii ••riiii«»' «'irr<iws uf ever\' Hr«i action is the commencemeDi ofa 
Kiifi i>> wiiifii ihfv are the victims, habit; that there i« much less di^cuice 
.\*-'->'ri::* if-*-. .1^ \vc have eUewhere from the first crime to the hnndreiiih. 
-••ai :. :i:.iiiv uu.;ht tu U* ihe only rule than from innocence tu crimiDalirr; 
J 1. 1 iri»' iiiiit'iriii «t:iiulard«jf ihi>«e jud^- that a man who permits himseif tocooh 
:lll•:lT<. whi'-h :ir*' i'< riii*-d on the opin- mit a series of bad actions, in the a>- 
i'iii>. Ill*' iii-titutii'ii'*. ttif «y«ii-iii<'. and surance of impunity, deceives himselL 
lilt- 111 :••[!« uf' iii:clli;riMtt hi'iiiz*: it is «eeiD^thathe is always obliged to pon- 
a''-'ir.i:itj t-i th»' !i;ipjiinH** whirh ihi^^-e i<h himself, and that, moreover, he can- 
ihi[iir< pr >'ii:i' I'nT I1-. that wv nuirhdo not know where he shall stop. We 
siii'iv/i i'> :i.*-!ii • ur *'>tt'iiii : whenever have shown, that those punishments 
ijn-v jir»" u-i ii'*rJ, wf iiuiihi t'l df^ipi^e which, for its own preservation, socie- 
thfiii : :i- -•mil iiH they U-t'uine pemi- ty has the right to intlict on all those 
ciEiU". wf iiiiirht tu ri'j*'<'t them: and rea- who disturb it. are. for those men who 
^•■ll )iri'of*riI'«*« th:it we -hi^uld detest are insensible to the charms of virtue, 
tiiffii in pr'i|Hjrtii>n tu the magnitude of or the advantases which resuh from 
th»' «-vil- th#'y r;iu-e. the practice of ft, more real, more efr 

Krcjni ih»'^(* principle^, founded on cacious, and more immediate obstacles, 
onr natiiri'. ;ind which will appear in- than the pretended wrath or the distant 
'■uiit»:ot:ihl*' to every reasonable being, punishments of an invisible power, of 
let Us ruolly examine the effects which whom the idea is effaced every time 
the ri:itiuns'oi' the Divinitv have produ- : that impunity in this world is believed 
ced on thf earth. We liave already j to be certain. In short, it is easy to 
shdwn. in nK^re than one part of this | feel that politics, founded upon the Da- 
work, that nioraU, whi<'h have only for , ture of man and of society, armed with 
object that man should preserve him- equitable laws, vigilant with regard to 



self and live in society, had nothing in 
common with tho^e ima^inarv systems 
which he ran form to himself upon a 

IMjwcr di«liiii^iii<«hed from nature; we 
lave proverl, that it sulHced to meditate 
on thees-ieiice ofa sensible, intrlliirent, 
and rational beinir^ to find motives to 
moderate his passiuns, to re^sist his vi- 
cious propensities, to make him fly 
criminal habits, to render himself use- 
ful and dear tu those beinics for whom 
he has a continual occasion. These 
motives are, without doubt, more true. 



the morals of men, faithful in reward- 
ing virtue and punishing crime, would 
be more suitable to render morality re- 
spectable and sacred than the chimeri- 
cal authority of that Grod who is ador- 
ed by all the world, and who never re- 
strain^ any but those who are already 
sufficiently restrained by a moderate 
temperament, and by virtuous princi- 
ples. 

On the other hand, we have proved 
that nothing was more absurd and more 
dangerous than attributing human qual- 



more real, more |><nverfuL than those ities to the Divinity, which, in fact, are 
which it is believed ought to be bor- ! found in continual contradiction with 
rowed from an imaginary' being, calcu- ! themselves; a goodness, a wisdom, 
lated tu be seen diversely by all those ' and an equity, which we see every in- 
who shall meditate upon him. We stant counterbalanced or denied by 
have demonstrated, that education, in j wickedness, by confusion, by an un- 
making us, at an early period, contract , just despotism, which all the theologi- 
good habits, favourable dispositions, ! ans of the world have at all times at- 
8trengthenc(l by the laws, by a respect tributed to this same Divinity. It is 
for public opinion, by ideas of decency, then very easy to conclude from it that 
by the desire of meriting the esteem of God, who is shown to us under such 
others, by the fear of losing our own different aspects, cannot be the model 
esteem, would be sufficient to accustom of man's conduct, and that his moral 
us to a laudable conduct, and to divert character cannot serve for an example 
us even from those secret crimes for to beings living together in society, 
which we are obliged to punish our- who are only reputed virtuous when 
sel 'cs by fear, shame, and remo^- -^^ir conduct does nnt deviate from 
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4hat benevolence and justice which 
they owe to their fellow-creatures. 
A God superiour to every thing, who 
owes nothing to his subjects, who 
has occasion for no one, cannot be the 
model of creatures who are full of 
wants, and consequently must have 
duties. 

Plato has said, that virtue consisted 
in resembling God, But where shall 
we find this God whom man ought to 
resemble ? Is it in nature ? Alas ! he 
who is supposed to be the mover of it, 
diffuses indifferently over the human 
race great evils and great benefits ; he 
as frequently unjust to the purest souls ; 
he accords the greatest favours to the 
most perverse mortals ; and if, as we 
are assured, he must show himself one 
day more equitable, we shall be obliged 
to wait for that time to regulate our 
conduct upon his own. 

Shall it be in the revealed religions, 
that we shall draw up our ideas of vir- 
tue ? Alas ! do they not all appear to 
•be in accord in announcing a despotic, 
jealous, vindictive, and selfish God, 
who knows no law, who follows his 
caprice in every thing, who loves or 
who hates, who chooses or reproves, 
according to his whim ; who acts irra* 
tionally, who delights in carnage, ra- 
pine, and crime; who plays with his 
feeble subjects, who overloads them 
with puerile laws, who lays continual 
snares for them, who rigorously pro- 
hibits them from consulting their rea- 
son ? What would become of morality, 
if men proposed to themselves such 
Grods for models. 

It is, however, some Divinity of this 
temper which all nations adore. Thus, 
we see it is in consequence of these 
principles, that religion, in all coun- 
tries, far irom being favourable to mo- 
rality, shakes it and annihilates it. It 
divides men in the room of uniting 
them ; in the place of lovmg each oth- 
er, and lending mutual succours one to 
the other, they dispute with each other, 
they despise each other, they hate each 
other, they persecute each other, and 
they frequently cut each others' throats 
for opinions equally irrational: the 
slightest difierence in their religious 
notions, renders them from that mo- 
ment enemies, separates their interests, | 
and sets them into coi^inual quarrels. 
For theological conjectures, nations be- 
No. IX.— 34. 



come opposed to other nations; the 
sovereign arms himself against his sub- 
jects ; citizens wage war against their 
fellow-citizens; wthers detest their 
children, these plunge the sword into 
the bosom of their parents ; husbands 
and wives are disunited ; relations for- 
get each other ; all the social bonds are 
broken ; society rends itself in pieces 
by its own hands, whilst, in the midst 
of this horrid confusion, each pretends 
that he conforms to the views of the 
God whom he serves, and does not re- 
proach himself with any one of those 
crimes which he commits in the sup- 
port of his cause. 

We again find the same spirit of 
whim and madness in the rites, the 
ceremonies, and the practices, which 
all the worships in the world appear to 
have placed so much above the social 
or natural virtues. Here mothers de- 
liver up their children to feed their Grod ; 
there subjects assemble themselves in 
the ceremony of consoling their God 
for those pretended outrages which 
they have committed against him, by 
immolating to him human victims. In 
another country, to appease the wrath 
of his God, a frantic madman tears 
himself and condemns himself for life 
to rigorous tortures. The Jehovah of 
the Jews is a suspicious tyrant, who 
breathes nothing but blood, murder, 
and carnage, and who demands. that 
they should nourish him with the va- 
pours of animals. The Jupiter of the 
Pagans is a lascivious monster. The 
Moloch of the Phoenicians is a canni- 
bal ; the pure mind of the Christians 
resolved, in order to appease his fury, 
to crucify his own son; the savage 
God of the Mexicans cannot be satisfi- 
ed without thousands of mortals which 
are immolated to his sanguinary appe- 
tite. 

Such are the models which the Di- 
vinity presents to men in all the super- 
stitions of the world. Is it then sur- 
prising that his name has become the 
signal of terrour, madness, cruelty, and 
inhumanity for all nations, and serves 
as a continual pretext for the most 
shameful and impudent violation of 
the duties of morality ? It is the fright- 
ful character that men every where 
give of their God, that banishes good- 
ness for ever from their hearts, morali- 
ty from their conduct, fe licitY and \9 
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.-►-■•:;■.'■". r? t\w::\. What 
•■'•. ■...•::. : i\. -»' irrnMi aJvanta- 
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::.• ' :i '.;- !' ::i- P.- i:i::y ? We -ee that 
all iia'.: ■■> a'kiiowlt'J^e a God who i? 
sov.ri':^:;ly wicked ; and to contbnn 
tii»'::iH^;ve^ I;. i\U view's, they trample 
u:i.i».'r t'vvi the ino^t evident duties ot* 
hM;ua:iity ; thev appear to act as it* it 
A\*Te only by I'riui*.'; and madne-i-s that 
t:if\ li pe-l i> draw down up-ui thein- 
scxe-; liio favours of the sin'ereij:n in- 
t-'llu'en-'e. o\ who-e goodness they 
h- :K <o uuu'h. A'i -vion a^j there i-s a 
qui'-siion I'f religion, that i< to say, of a 
I'hiuiera. who^e obscurity has made 
them plat'e him above either reason or 
virtue, men make it a duty with them- 
selves to ijive loose to all their passions : 
they mi-:t.ike the cleare-sf precepts 
of nii^rality. as soon a< their priest < 
give them to understand that the Di- 
vinity commands them to commit 
crimes, or that it is by transgressions 
that they will be able to obtain pardon 
for their faults. 

Indeed, it is not in those revered 
men, ditlused over the whole earth, to 
announce to men the oracles of Hea- 
ven, that we shall find real virtues. 
Those enlightened men, who call them- 
selves the ministers of the Most High, 
frequently preach nothing but hatred, 
discord, and fury, in his name : the Di- 
vinity, far from having a useful influ- 
ence over their own morals, commonly 
does no more than render them rr* 



rmhitiou*. more covetous, more h^^ 
d-ufd. nKTC «»b*tinaie, and more proud. 
We st-e tliem unceasingly occupied in 
jivir.j birth to animosities, by theirun- 
iii:»'l::jible quarreU. We see them 
wre^tlini: against the sovereign author- 
ity, whi'^h they pretend is subject to 
t.itir's. We see them arm the chiefs 
if a nation against their legitimate ma- 
gistrates. We see them ilistribute to the 
credulous people weapons to massacre 
eai?h other with in those futile disputes, 
which the sacerdotal vanity makes to 
pa*'i for matters of importance. Those 
men. -so persuaded of the existence of 
a God. and who menace the people 
with his eternal vengeance, do they 
avail themselves of these marvellous 
n nions to moderate their pride, their 
cupidity, their vindictive and turbulent 
humour ? In those countries, where 
their empire is established in the most 
solid manner, and where they enjoy 
impunity, are they the enemies of that 
debaucher\'. that intemperance, and 
those excesses, which a severe God in- 
terdicts to his adorers? On the contra- 
r\'. do we not see them from thence 
emboldened in crime, intrepid in ini- 
quity, ariving a free scope to their irre- 
:iularities. to their vengeance, to their 
hatred, and suspicious cruelties? In 
short, it may be advanced without fear, 
that those who, in every part of the 
earth, announce a terrible God, and 
make men tremble under his yoke ; that 
those men, who unceasingly meditate 
upon him, and who undertake to prove 
his existence to others, who decorate 
him with pompous attributes, who de- 
clare themselves his interpreters, who 
make all the duties of morality to de- 
pend upon him, are those whom this 
God contributes the least to render vir- 
tuous, humane, indulgent, and sociable. 
In considering their conduct, we should 
be tempted to believe that they are 
perfectly undeceived with respect to 
the idol whom they serve, and that no 
one is less the dupe of those menaces 
which they pronounce in his name, 
than themselves. In the hands of the 
priests of all countries, the Divinity re- 
sembles the head of Medusa, which, 
without injuring him who showed it, 
petrified all the others. The priests 
are generally the most crafty of men, 
t le best among them are truly wicked. 
*es th" '''"•> of an avenging and 



FROM MEN'S NOTIONS ON THE DIVINITY, Ac 



m 



remunerating Grod impose more upon 
those princes, on those Gods of the 
earth, who found their power and the 
titles of their grandeur upon the Di- 
rinity himself; who avail themsel7es 
of his terrific name to intimidate, and 
make those people hold them in rever- 
ence who are so frequently rendered 
unhappy by their caprice ? Alas ! the 
theological and supernatural ideas, 
adopted by the pride of sovereigns, 
have done no more than corrupt poli- 
tics, and have changed them into tyr- 
anny. The ministers of the Most 
Hign, always tyrants themselves, or 
the cherishers of tyrants, are they not 
unceasingly crying to monarchs, that 
they are the images of the Deity ? Do 
they not tell the credulous people, that 
Heaven wills that they should groan 
under the most cruel and the most mul- 
tifarious injustice ; that to sufier is 
their inheritance ; that their princes, 
like the Supreme Being, have the indu- 
bitable right to dispose of the goods, the 
persons, the liberty, and the lives of 
their subjects ? Do not those chiefs of 
nations, thus poisoned in the name of 
the Divinity, imagine that every thing 
is permitted them ? Competitors, rep- 
resentatives, and rivals of the celestial 
power, do tney not exercise, after his 
example, the most arbitrary despotism? 
Do they not think, in the intoxication 
into which sacerdotal flattery has plun- 
ged them, that, like Grod, they are not 
accountable to men for their actions, 
that they owe nothing to the rest of 
mortals, that they are bound by no 
bonds to their miserable subjects ? 
Then it is evident, that it is to theo- 
)gical notions, and to the loose flat- 
jry of the ministers of the Divinity, 
lat are to be ascribed the despotism, 
[he tyranny, the corruption, and the 
licentiousness of princes, and the blind- 
less of the people, to whom, in the 
^name of Heaven, they interdict the love 
^of liberty, to labour to their own hap- 
piness, to oppose themselves to vio- 
lence, to exercise their natural rights. 
These intoxicated princes, even in 
adoring an avenging Grod, and in obli- 
ging others to adore him, never cease 
a moment to outrage him by their irre- 
gularities and their crimes. Indeed, 
^hat morality is this, but that of men 
who ofler themselves as living images 
and representatives of the Divinity ? 



Are they, then, atheists, those monarchs 
who, habitually unjust, wrest, without 
remorse, the bread from the hands of a 
famished people, to administer to the 
luxury of their insatiable courtiers, and 
the vile instruments of their iniquities? 
Are they atheists, those ambitious con- 
querors, who, but little contented with 
oppressing their own subjects,carry des- 
olation, misfortune, and death, among 
the subjects of others ? What do we 
see in those potentates, who reign by 
divine right over nations, except am- 
bitious mortals, whom nothing can 
arrest, with hearts perfectly insensible 
to the sorrows of the human species ? 
souls without energy, and without vir- 
tue, who neglect the most evident du- 
ties, with wmch they do not even deign 
to become acquainted ? powerful men, 
who insolently place themselves above 
the rules of natural equity ?* knaves 
who make sport of honesty? In the 
alliances which those deified sovereigns 
form between themselves, do we find 
even the shadow of sincerity? In those 
princes, when even they are subjected, 
m the most abject manner, to supersti- 
tion, do we meet with the smallest real 
virtue ? We only see in them robbers, 
too haughty to be humane, too great to 
be just, who make for themselves alone 
a code of perfidies, violence, and trea- 
son ; we only see in them wicked be- 
ings, ready to overreach, surprise, and 
injure each other ; we only find in them 
furies, always at war. for tne most futile 
interests, empoverisning their people, 
and wresting from each other the bloody 
remnants of nations ; it might be said, 
that they dispute who shall make the 
greatest number of miserable beings 



♦ The Emperor Charles the Fifth used to 
say, that, being a warrior^ it was impossible 
for him to have either conscience or religion : 
his general, the Marquis de Pescaire, said, that 
nothing was more aijfficulty than to serve at 
one and the sam^ time the God Mars and 
Jesus Christ. Grenerally speaking, nothing 
is more contrary to the spint of Cnristianity 
than the profession of arms; and yet the 
Christian princes have most numerous armies, 
and are perpetually at war. Moreoveri the 
clergjy would be extremely sorry that the 
maxims of the evangelists, or the Christian 
meekness should be rigidly followed, which 
in nowise accords with theu* interests. This 
clergy have occasion for soldiers to give so- 
lidity to their doctrines and their rights. Tliis 
proves to what a degree religion is calculated 
to impose on the passions of men. 
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on the earth ! At length, wearied with ' 
their own fury, or forced by the hand 
of necessity to make peace^ they attest 
the most insidious treaties m the name 
of God, ready to violate their most 
solemn oaths, as soon as the smallest 
interest shall require it.* 

This is the manner in which the idea 
of God imposes on those who call them- 
•elviss his images, who pretend they 
have no account to render but to him 
alone ! Amongst these representatives 
of the Divinity, it is with difficulty we 
find, during thousands of years, one 
who has equity, sensibilitv, or the most 
ordinary talents and virtues. The 
people, brutalized by superstition, suf- 
fer infants who are made giddy with 
flattery, to govern them with an iron 
sceptre ; these madmen, transformed 
into Grods, are the masters of the law ; 
they decide for society, whose tongue 
is tied ; they have the power to create 
both the just and the unjust; they 
exempt themselves from those rules 
which their caprice imposes on others ; 
they neither know relations nor duties ; 
they have never learned to fear, to 
blush, or to feel remorse : their licen- 
tiousness has no limits, because it is 
assured of remaining unpunished ; in 
consequence, they disdain public opin- 
ion, decency, and the judgments of 
men whom tney are enabled to over- 
whelm by the weight of their enormous 
power. We see them commonly given 
up to vice and debauchery, because the 
listlessness and the disgust which fol- 
low the surfeit of satiated passions, 
oblige them to recur to strange plea- 
sures and costly follies, to awaKen acti- 
vity in their benumbed souls. In short, 
accustomed only to fear Grod, they al- 
ways conduct themselves as if they 
had nothing to fear. 

History, in all countries, shows us 
only a multitude of vicious and mis- 
chievous potentates ; nevertheless, it 
shows us but few who have been athe- 
ists. The annals of nations, on the 
contrary, offer to our view a great num- 
ber of superstitious princes, who passed 
their lives plunged in luxury and effem- 
inacy, strangers to every virtue, uni- 
formly good to their hungry courtiers, 



♦ Nihil est quod credere de se 
Nonpossit^ cum laudatur dei eeqaa po- 
testas.- Juvenal Sat., 4. v. 79. 



and insensible of the sorrows of theL 
subjects ; governed by mistresses and 
unworthy favourites ; leaffaed with 
priests against the public happiness ; 
m short, persecutors, who, to please 
their God^ or expiate their shameful 
irregularities, joined to all their other 
crimes, that of tyrannising oyer the 
thought^ and of murderinjs^ citizens for 
their opinions. Superstition in princes 
is allied with the most horrid crimes ; 
almost all of them have religion, very 
few of them have a knowledge of true 
morality, or practise any useral virtue. 
Religious notions only serve to render 
them more blind and more wicked; 
they believe themselves assured of the 
favour of Heaven; they think that their 
Gods are appeased, if, for a little, they 
show themselves attached to futile cus- 
toms, and to the ridiculous duties 
which superstition imposes on them. 
Nero, the cruel Nero, his hands yet 
stained with the blood of his own 
mother, was desirous to be initiated into 
the mysteries of Eleusis. The odious 
Constantine found, in the Christian 

EriestSj accomplices disposed to expiate 
is crimes. That infamous Philip, 
whose cruel ambition caused him to 
be called the Demon of the South, 
whilst he assassinated nis wife and 
his son, piously caused the throats of 
the Batavians to be cut for religious 
opinions. It is thus that superstitious 
blindness persuades sovereigns that 
they can expiate crimes by crimes of 
still greater magnitude. 

Let us conclude, then, from the con- 
duct of so many princes, so very reli- 
gious, but so little imbued with virtue, 
that the notions of the Divinity, far 
from being useful to them, only served 
to corrupt them, and to render them 
more wicked than nature had made 
them. Let us conclude, that the idea 
of an avenging God can never impose 
restraint on a deified tyrant, sufficiently\ 
powerful or sufficiently insensible not 
to fear the reproaches or the hatred ot 
men ; sufficiently hardened not to have 
compassion for the sorrow of the hu- 
man species, from whom they believe 
themselves distinguished : neither heav- 
en nor earth has any remedy for a 
being perverted to this degree ; there 
is no curb capable of restraining his 
p^«^?»\oxi?. xo ^\vv<i.Vnl x^Vv^voa itself con- 
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ders more rash and inconsiderate. 
Every time that they flatter themselves 
with easily expiating their crimes, they 
deliver themselves up with greater fa- 
cility to crime. The most dissolute 
men are frequently extremely attached 
to religion ; it furnishes them with 
means of compensating by forms that 
of which they are deficient in morals : 
it is much easier to believe or to^dopt 
doctrines, and to conform themselves 
to ceremonies, than to renounce their 
habits or to resist their passions. 

Under chiefs, depraved even by re- 
ligion, nations continued necessarily 
to be corrupted. The great conformed 
themselves to the vices of their mas- 
ters ; the example of these distinguished 
men, whom the uninformed believe to 
be happy, was followed by the people ; 
courts became sinks, whence issued 
continually the contagion of vice. The 
law, capricious and arbitrary, alone 
delineated honesty ; jurisprudence was 
iniquitous and partial ; justice had her 
bandage over her eyes only to the poor ; 
the true ideas of equity were effaced 
from all minds ; education, neglected, 
served only to produce ignorant and 
irrational beings ; devotees, always 
ready to injure themselves ; religion, 
sustained by tyranny, took place of 
every thing ; it rendered those people 
blind and tractable whom the govern- 
ment proposed to despoil.* 

Thus nations, destitute of a rational 
administration of equitable laws, of 
useful instruction, of a reasonable edu- 
cation, and always continued by the 
monarch and the priest in ignorance 
and in chains, have become religious 
and corrupted. The nature of man, 
the true interests of society, the real 
advantage of the sovereign and of the 
people once mistaken, the morality of 
nature, founded upon the essence of 
man living in society, was equally un- 
known. It was forgotten that man has 
wants, that society was only formed to 
facilitate the means of satisfying them, 
that government ought to have for ob- 

• Machiavelli, in Chap. 11-13 of his PolUi- 
cal Discourses upon Titus Liviusy endeavours 
vo show the utility of superstition to the Ro- 
man republic ; but, unfortunately, the ex- 
amples by which he supports it, proves, that 
none but the senate profited by the blindness 
of the people, and availed themselves of it to 
keep them under their yoke. 



ject the happiness and maintenance of 
this society ; that it ought, consequent- 
ly, to make use of motives suitable to 
have a favourable influence over sensi- 
ble beings. It was not seen that re- 
compenses and punishments form the 
powerful springs of which public au- 
thority could efficaciously avail itself 
to determine the citizens to blend their 
interests, and to labour to their own 
felicity, by labouring to that of the 
body of which they are members. 
The social virtues were unknown ; the 
love of country became a chimera; mea 
associated, had only an interest in 
injuring each other, and had no other 
care than that of meriting the favour 
of the sovereign, who believed himsell 
interested in injuring the whole. 

This is the mode in which the hu- 
man heart has become perverted ; here 
is the true source of moral evil, and of 
that hereditary, epidemical, and inve- 
terate depravity, which we see reiffn 
over the whole earth. It is for the * 
purpose of remedying so many evils, * 
that recourse has been had to religion, 
which has itself produced them ; it has 
been imagined that the menaces of 
Heaven would restrain those passions 
which every thing conspired to rouse 
in all hearts ; men foolishly persuaded 
themselves that an ideal and metaphy- 
sical barrier, that terrible fables, that 
distant phantoms, would suffice to re- 
strain their natural desires and impe- 
tuous propensities ; they believed that 
inyisible powers would be more effica- 
cious than all the visible powers, which 
evidently invite mortals to commit 
evil. They believed they had gained 
every thing in occupying their minds 
with dark and gloomy chimeras, with 
vague terrours, and with an avenging 
Divinity ; and politics foolishly per- 
suaded itself that it was for its own 
interests the people should blindly sub- 
mit to the ministers of the Divinity. 

What resulted from this ? Nations 
had only a sacerdotal and theolo^cal 
morality, accommodated to the views 
and to the variable interests of priests, 
who substituted opinions and reveries 
to truth, customs to virtue, a pious 
blindness to reason, fanaticism to so- 
ciability. By a necessary consequence 
of that confidence which the people 
gave to ministers of the Divinity, two 
distinct authorities were estabiisned i" 
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Mich state, who were continually 
Ttriance and at war with each other ; 
the priest fought the sovereign with the 
formidable weapon of opinion ; it gen- 
erally proved sufficiently powerful to 
•hake thrones.* The sovereign was 
never at rest, but when abjectly de- 
voted to his priests, and tractably re- 
ceived their lessons, and lent his as- 
sistance to their phrensy. These 
priests, always restless, amoitious, and 
intolerant, excited the sovereign to 
rayage his own states, they encouraged 
him to tyranny, they reconciled him 
with Heaven when he feared to have 
outraged it Thas, when two rival 
powers united themselves, morality 
gained nothing by the junction ; the 
people were neither more happy, nor 
more virtuous ; their morals, their well- 
being, their liberty were overwhelmed 
by the united forces of the Grod of hea- 
Yen, and the God of the earth. Princes, 
iJways interested in the maintenance 
of theological opinions, so flattering to 
their vanity, and so favourable to their 
usurped power, for the most part made 
a conmion cause with their priests ; 
they believed that that religious system 
which they themselves adopted must 
be the most convenient and useful to 
the interests of their subjects ; and, 
consequently, those who refused to 
adopt it, were treated by them as ene- 
mies. The most religious sovereign 
became, either politically, or through 
piety, the executioner of one part of his 
subjects : he believed it to be a sacred 
duty to tyrannise over thought^ to over- 
whelm and to crush the enemies of his 
priests, whom he always believed to 
be the enemies of his own authority. 
In cutting their throats, he imagined 
he did that which at once discharged 
his duty to Heaven, and what he owed 
to his own security. He did not per- 
ceive, that by immolating victims to 

♦ It is well to obiserve, that the priests, who 
are perpetually crying out to the people to 
submit themselves to their sovereigns, be- 
cause their authority is derived from Heaven, 
because they are the images of the Divinity, 
change their language whenever the sovereign 
does not blindly submit to them. The clergy 
upholds despotism only that it may direct its 
blows against its enemies, but it overthrows 
it whenever it finds it contrary to its interests. 
The ministers of the invisible powers oivV^ 



his priests, he strengthened the ene* 
mies of his power, the riyals of hii 
greatness, the least subjected of his 
subjects. 

Indeed^ owing to the false notions 
with which the minds of sovereigns 
and the superstitious people have been 
so lon^ prepossessed, we find that every 
thing m society concurs to gratify the 
pride, the avidity, and the vengeance 
of the sacerdotal order. Every where 
we see that the most restless, the most 
dangerous, and the most useless men, 
are those who are recompensed the 
most amply. We see diose who are 
bom enemies to the sovereign power, 
honoured and cherished by it ; the most 
rebellious subjects looked upon as the 
pillars of the throne, the comipters of 
youth rendered the exclusive masters 
of education ; the least laborious of the 
citizens, richly pi^d for their idleness, 
for their futile speculations, for their 
fatal discord, for their inefficacious 
prayers, for their expiations, so dan- 
gerous to morals, and so suitable to 
encourage crime. 

For thousands of years, nations and 
sovereigns have been emnlously des- 
poiling themselves to enrich die min- 
isters of the Gods, to enable them to 
wallow in abundance, loading them 
with honours, decorating them with 
titles, privileges, and immunities, thus 
making them bad citizens. What fruits 
did the people and kings gather from 
their imprudent kindness, and from 
their prodigality? Have princes be- 
come more powerful ; have nations 
become more happy, more flourishing, 
and more rational? No! without doubt; 
the sovereign lost the greater portion 
of his authority ; he was the slave of 
his priests, or he was obliged to be 
continually wrestling against them; 
and the greater part of the riches of 
society was employed to support in 
idleness, luxury, and splendour, the 
most useless and the most dangerous 
of its members. 

Did the morals of the people im- 
prove under these guides who were so 
liberally paid ? Alas! the superstitious 
never knew them ; religion had tadcen 
place of every thing else in them ; its 
ministers, satisfied with maintainina[ 
the doctrines and the customs usefiH 



preach up obedience to the visiUe poweiaX^^ Y\^« ^^^ vQX.«t'i'5.\s, qilIv invented 
when theae aro humbly devoted to tViem. \ iicX\V\om% ctvxftft^^ tcl\:^\.y^\%.\ ^"axsiSNiiL ^x 
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ndicuJous customs, to the end that they 
might turn even the transgressions of 
their slaves to their own profit. Every 
where they exercised a monopoly of 
expiations ; they made a traffic of the 
pretended pardons from above, they 
established a book of rates for crimes ; 
the most serious were always those 
which the sacerdotal order judged the 
most injurious to his views. Impiety, 
heresy, sacrilege, blasphemy, dbc., 
vague words, and devoid of sense, 
which have evidently no other object 
than chimeras, interesting only the 
priests, alarmed their minds much more 
than real crimes, and truly interesting 
to society. Thus, the ideas of the 
people were totally overturned ; ima- 
ginary crimes frightened them much 
more than real crimes. A man whose 
opinions and abstract systems did not 
harmonize with those of the priests, 
was much more abhorred than an as- 
sassin, than a tyrant, than an oppressor, 
than a robber, than a seducer, or than 
a corrupter. The greatest of all wick- 
ednessj was the despising of that which 
the priests were desirous should be 
looked upon as sacred.* The civil 
laws concurred also to this confusion 
of ideas ; they punished in the most 
atrocious manner those unknown crimes 
which the imagination had exaggerated ; 
heretics, blasphemers, and 'infidels, 
were burnt ; no punishment was de- 
creed against the corrupters of inno- 
cence, adulterers, knaves, and calum- 
niators. 

Under such instructers, what could 
become of youth ? It was shamefully 
sacrificed to superstition. Man from 
his infancy was poisoned by them with 
unintelligible notions ; they fed him 
with mysteries and fables ; they drench- 
ed him with a doctrine in which he 
was obliged to acquiesce, without being 
able to comprehend it ; they disturbed 
his mind with vain phantoms ; they 
cramped his genius with sacred trifles, 
with puerile duties, and with mechan- 
ical devotions.f They made him lose 

* The celebrated Gordon says, that the 
most abominable of heresies is, to believe 
there is any other God tlian the clergy. 

t Superstition has fascinated the human 
mind to such a degree, and made such mere 
machines of men, that there are a great many 
countries, in which the people do not under- 
stand the language of whicn they make use 
to speak to their God. We see women who 



his most precious time in customs 
and ceremonies : they filled his head 
with sophisms and with errours ; tkey 
intoxicated him with fanaticism ; they 
prepossessed him for ever against rea- 
son and truth ; the energy of his mind 
was placed under continual shackles ; 
he could never soar, he could nevei 
render himself useful to his associates ; 
-the importance which they attached to 
the divine science, or rather the syste- 
matic ignorance which served for the 
basis of religion, rendered it impossible 
for the most fertile soil to produce any 
thing but thorns. 

Does a religious and sacerdotal edu- | 
cation form citizens, fathers of families, \ 
husbands, just masters, faithful ser- i 
vants, humble subjects, pacific asso- ! 
ciates ? No ! it either makes peevish ! 
and morose devotees, incommodious to I 
themselves and to others, or men with- 
out principles, who quickly sink in ob- 
livion the terrours with which they 
have been imbued, and who never 
knew the laws of morality. Religion 1 
was placed above every thing; the i 
fanatic was told, thai it were better to ' 
obey God than man ; in consequence, \ 
he believed that he must revolt against 
his prince, detach himself from his 
wife, detest his child, estrange himself 
from his friend, cut the throats of his 
fellow-citizens, every time that they, 
questioned the interests of Heaven. \ 
In short, religious educatioi^, when it { 
had its effect, only served to corrupt , 
juvenile hearts, to fascinate youthful 
minds, to degrade young minds, to 
make man mistake that which he owed 
to himself, to society, and to the oeings . 
which surrounded him. 

What advantages might not nations 
have reaped, if they would have em- 
ployed, on useful objects, those riches 
which ignorance 'has so shamefully 
lavished on the ministers of impos- 
ture ! What progress might not genius 
have made, if it had enjoyed those re- 
compenses, granted during so many 
ages, to those who are at all times op- 
posed to its elevation ! To what a de- 
have no other occupation all their lives, than 
singing Latin, without understanding a word 
of the language. The pe6ple who compre- 
hend no part of their worship, assist at it very 
punctually, under an idea that it is sufficient 
to show themselves to their God, who takes 
it kind of them that they should come and 
weary themselves iu hia uivn^V*^. 
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gree might not the useful sciences, the 
arts, morality, politics, and truth, have 
been perfected, if they had had the same 
succours as falsehood, delirium, enthu- 
siasm, and inutility ! 

It is, then, evident, that the theolo- 
gical notions were and will be per|>etu- 
ally contrary to sound politics and to 
sound morality; they change sove- 
reigns into mischievous, restless, and 
jealous Divinities ; they make of sub- 
lects envious and wicked slaves, who, 
by the assistance of some futile cere- 
monies, or by their exterior acquies- 
cence to some unintelligible opinions, 
imagine themselves amply compensa- 
ted for the evil which they commit 
against each other. Those who have 
never dared to examine into the exist- 
ence of a God, who rewards and pun- 
ishes ; those who persuade themselves 
that their duties are founded upon the 
divine will ; those who pretend that this 
God desires that men should live in 
peace, cherishinjg each other, lending 
each mutual assistance, and abstaining 
from evil, and that they should do good 
to each other, presently lost sight of 
these steril speculations, as soon as 
present interests, passions, habits, or 
importunate whims, hurry them away. 
Where shall we find the equity, the 
union, the peace and concord, w^hich 
these sublime notions, supported by 
superstition and divine authority, prom- 
ise to those societies under whose 
eyes they are unceasingly placing 
tnem ? Under the influence of corrupt 
courts and priests, who are either im- 
postors or fanatics, who are never in 
harmony with each other, I only see vi- 
cious men, degraded by ignorance, en- 
slaved by criminal habits, swayed by 
transient interests, or by shameful 
pleasures, who do not even think of 
their God. In despite of his theologi- 
cal ideas, the courtier continues to 
weave his dark plots: he labours to 
gratify his ambition, his avidity,his ha- 
tred, his vengeance, and all those pas- 
sions inherent to the perversity of his 
being : maugre that hell, of which the 
idea alone makes her tremble, the cor- 
rupt woman persists in her intrigues, 
her impostures, and her adulteries. 
The greater part of men, dissipated, 
dissolute, and without morals, who fill 
cities and courts, would recoil w\l\v 
borrour, if the smallest doubt was ex- 



hibited to them of the existence of thtf 
God whom they outrage. What good 
re>ults from the practice of this opinion, 
so universal and so barren^ which nev- 
er has any other kind of influence on 
the conduct, than to serve as a pretext 
to the most dangerous passions ? On 
quitting that temple, in which they have 
been sacrificing, delivering out the di- 
vine oracles, and terrifying crime in 
the name of Heaven, does not the re- 
ligious despot, who would scruple to 
omit the pretended duties which super- 
stition imposes on him, return to his 
vices, his injustice, his political crimes, 
his transgressions against society 1 
Does not the minister rettirn to his vex- 
ations, the courtier to his intrigues, the 
woman of gallantry to her prostitution, 
the publican to his extortions, the mer- 
chant to his frauds and tricks ? 

Will it be pretended that those as- 
sassins, those robbers, those unfortu- 
nates, whom the injustice or the negli- 
gence of government multiply, and 
from whom laws, frequentlyr cruel, bar- 
barously wrest their life ; will they pre- 
tend, I say, that these malefactors, who 
every day fill our gibbets and our scaf- 
folds, are incredulous or atheists ? No ! 
unquestionably these miserable beings, 
these outcasts of society, believe in 
God; his name has been repeated to 
them in their infancy ; they have been 
told of the punishments destined for 
crimes ; they have been habituated in 
early life to tremble at his judgments ; 
nevertheless they have outraged socie- 
ty ; their passions, stronger than their 
fears, not having been capable of re- 
straint by the visible motives, have not 
for much stronger reasons been restrain- 
ed by invisible motives ; a concealed 
Grod,and his distant punishments, nev- 
er will be able to hinder those excess- 
es, which present and assured torments 
are incapable of preventing. 

In short, do we not, every moment, 
see men persuaded that their God views 
them, hears them, encompasses them, 
and yet who do not stop on that account 
when they have the desire of gratifying 
their passions, and of committing the 
most dishonest actions? The same man 
who would fear the inspection of an- 
other man, whose presence would pre- 
vent him from committing a bad action, 
^eVvf^Vvci^Vvccvs^l \s^ x<i ^Qm.e scan da 
Vows V\ce., ^etm\Xs\iSxas>^l Vi \<2k ^^«^ 
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thing, when he believes he is seen only 
by his God. What purpose, then, does 
the conviction of the existence of this 
God, of his omniscience, of his ubi- 
quity or his presence in all parts, an- 
swer, since it imposes much less on the 
conduct of man, than the idea of being 
seen by the least of his fellow-men ? 
He, who would not dare to commit a 
fault, even in the presence of an infant, 
will make no scruule of boldlv commit- 
ting it, when he shall have only his 
God for witness. These indubitable 
facts may serve for a reply to those 
who shall tell utC, that the fear of God 
is more suitable to restrain the ac- 
tions of men, than the idea of having 
nothing to fear from him. When men 
believe they have only their God to 
fear, they commonly stop at nothing. 

Those persons, who do not suspect 
the most trivial of religious notions, and 
of their efficacy, very rarely employ 
them when they are disposed to influ- 
ence the conduct of those who are sub- 
ordinate to them, and to reconduct 
them into the paths of reason. In the 
advice which a father gives to his vi- 
cious or criminal son, he rather repre- 
sents to him the present and temporal 
inconveniences to which his conduct 
exposes him, than the danger he en- 
counters in offending an avenging God : 
he makes him foresee the natural con- 
sequences of his irregularities, his 
health deranged by his debaucheries, 
the loss of his reputation, the ruin of 
his fortune by play, the punishments 
of society, &c. Thus the deicolist him- 
self, in the most important occasions of 
life, reckons much more upon the force 
of natural motives, than upon the su- 
pernatural motives furnished by reli- 
gion: the same man who vilifies the 
motives which an atheist can have to 
do good, and abstain from evil, makes 
use of them on this occasion, because 
he feels the full force of them. 

Almost all men believe in an-aven- 
ging and remunerating God ; neverthe- 
less, in all countries, we find that the 
number of the wicked exceed by much 
that of honest men. If we trace the 
true cause of so general a corruption, 
we shall find it in the theological no- 
tions themselves and not in those im- 
aginary sources which the different re- 
ligions of the world have invented, in 

No. IX.~35 



order to account for human depravity 
Men are corrupt, because they are al- 
most every where badly governed : they 
are unworthily governed, because reli- 
gion has deified the sovereigns; these 
perverted, and assured of impunity, 
nave necessarily rendered their people 
miserable and wicked. Submitted to 
irrational masters, the people have ne- 
ver been guided by reason. Blinded 
by priests, who are impostors, their 
reason became useless ; tyrants and 
priests have combined their efforts with 
success, to prevent nations from becom- 
ing enlightened, from seeking after 
truth, from meliorating their condition, 
from rendering their morals more hon- 
est, and from obtaining liberty. 

It is only by enlightening men, by 
demonstrating truth to them, that we: 
can promise ourselves to render them 
better and happier. It is by making-; 
known to sovereigns and to subjects; 
their true relations, and their true in 
terests, that politics will be perfected, 
and that it will be felt that the art of 
governing mortals is not the art of 
blinding them, of deceiving them, or of 
tyrannising over them. Let us, then, 
consult reason ; let us call in experi- 
ence to our aid ; let us interrogate na- 
ture, and we shall find what is necessa- 
ry to be done in order to labour effica- 
ciously to the happiness of the human 
species. We shall see that errour is 
the true source of the evils of our spe- 
cies ; that it is in cheering our hearts, 
in dissipating those vain phantoms, ot 
which the idea makes us tremble, in 
laying the axe to the root of supersti- 
tion, that we can peaceably seek after 
truth, and find in nature the torch that 
can guide us to felicity. Let us, then, 
study nature ; let us observe its immu- 
table laws ; let us search into the es- 
sence of man ; let us cure him of his 
prejudices, and by these means we 
shall conduct him, by an easy and gen- 
tle declivity, to virtue, without which 
he will feel that he cannot be perma- 
nently happy in the world which he 
inhabits. 

Let us, then, undeceive mortals with 
regard to those Gods who every where 
make nothing but unfortunates. Let 
us substitute visible nature to those un- 
known powers who have in all times 
only been worshipped by trembling 
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slaves, or by delirious enthusiasts, i 
LfCt us tell them that, in order to be hap- ' 
py, they must cease to fear. 

t*he ideas of the Divinity, which, as j 
we have seen, are of such inutility, and 
so contrary to sound morality, do not 
procure more iftriking advantages to 
individuals than to society. In every 
country, the Divinity was, as we have 
seen, represented under the most re- 
volting traits, and the superstitious 
man, when consistent in his principles, 
was always an unhappy beins; super- 
stition is a domestic enemy wnich man 
always carries within himself. Those 
who shall seriously occupy themselves 
with this formidable phantom, will live 
in continual agonies and inquietude; 
they will neglect those objects which 
are the most worthy of their attention 
to run after chimeras ; they will com- 
monly pass their melancholy days in 
^oaning, in praying, in sacrificing, and 
\n expiating the faults, real or imagina- 
ry, which they believe likely to offend 
tneir rigid God. Frequently in their 
fury, they will torment themselves, they 
will make a duty of inflicting upon 
themselves the most barbarous punish- 
ments to prevent the blows of a God rea- 
dy to strike ; they will ann themselves 
against themselves, in the hopes of dis- 
arming the vengeance and the cruelty of 
an atrocious master, whom thev think 
they have irritated ; they will believe 
they appease an angry God in becoming 
the executioners of themselves, and do- 
ing themselves all the harm their ima- 
gination shall be capable of inventing. 
Society reaps no benefit from the mourn- 
ful notions of these pious irrationals ; 
their mind finds itself continually ab- 
sorbed by their sad reveries, and their 
time is dissipated in irrational CQremo- 
nies. The most religious men are com— 
nonly misanthropists, extremely Uj^e- 
less to the world, and injurious to them- 
selves. If they show energy, it is only 
to imagine means to afflict themselves, 
to put themselves to torture, to deprive 
themselves of those objects which their 
nature desires. We find, in all the coun- 
tries of the earth, penitents intimately 
persuaded that by dint of barbarities 
exercised upon themselves, and lin- 
gering suicide, they shall merit the fa- 
vour of a ferocious God, of whom, how- 
ever, they every whero publisYv t\\e^ 
goodness. We see madmen ot i\v\s 



species in all parts of the world; the 
iaea of a terrible God has in all times 
and in all places, given birth to the 
most cruel extravagances ! 

If these irrationiu devotees only in- 
jure themselves, and deprive society of 
that assistance which they owe it, tney 
without doubt, do less harm than those 
turbulent and zealous fanatics who, 
filled with their religious ideas, believe 
themselves obliged to disturb the world, 
and to commit actual crimes to sustain 
the cause of their celestial phantom. It 
very frequently happens, that in outra- 
ging morality, the fanatic supposes he 
renders himself a^eable to his God. 
He makes perfection consist either in 
tormenting himself, or breaking, in fa- 
vour of his fantastical notions, the most 
sacred ties which nature has made for 
mortals. 

Let us. then, acknowledge, that the 
ideas of the Divinity are not more suit- 
able to procure the well-being, the con- 
tent, and peace of individuals than oi 
the society of which they are members. 
If some peaceable, honest, inconclu- 
sive enthusiasts find consolation and 
comfort in their religious ideas, there 
are millions who, more conclusive to 
their principles, are unhappy during 
their whole life, perpetually assailed by 
the melancholy ideas of a fatal God 
their disordered imagination shows 
them every instant. Under such a for- 
midable God, a tranquil and peaceable 
devotee is a man who has not reasoned 
upon him. 

In short, every thing proves that re- 
ligious ideas have the strongest influ- 
ence over men to torment, divide, and 
render them unhappy; they inflame the 
mind, envenom the passions, without 
ever restraining them, except when the 
temperament proves too feeble to propel 
them forward. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Theological Notions cannot be the Basis oj 
Morality. Comparison between Theo- 
logical Morality and Natural Mcrality, 
Theology Prejudicial to the Progress of 
the Human Mind. 

A SUPPOSITION to be useful- to men, 
ought to render ihem happy. What 
yTV%\vX \v^^^ ^^ XCk ^^\\ftt o\irselves that 
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unnappy beings, may one day conduct ] 
us to permanent felicity 7 If God has 
only made mortals to tremble and to 
groan in this world, of which they have 
a knowledge, upon what foundation 
can they expect tnat he will, in the end, 
treat them with more gentleness in an 
unknown world. If we see a man com- 
mit crying injustice, even transiently, 
ought it not to render him extremely 
suspected by us, and make him forever 
forfeit our confidence ? 

On the other hand, a supposition 
which should throw light on every 
thing, or which should give an easy so- 
lution to all the questions to which it 
could be applied, when even it should 
not be able to demonstrate the certi- 
tude, would probably be true : but a 
system which should only obscure the 
clearest notions, and render more insol- 
uble all the problems desired to be 
resolved by its means, would most cer- 
tainly be looked upon as false, as use- 
less, as dangerous. To convince our- 
selves of this principle, let us examine, 
without prejudice, if the existence of 
the theological God has ever giv- 
en the solution of any one difficulty. 
Has the human understanding pro- 
gressed a single step by the assistance 
of theology ? Thi§ science, so impor- 
tant and so sublime, has it not totally 
obscured morality ? Has it not render- 
ed the most essential duties of our na- 
ture doubtful and problematical ? Has 
it not shamefully confounded all no- 
tions of justice and injustice, of vice 
and of virtue? Indeed, what is virtue 
in the ideas of our theologians ? It is, 
they will tell us, that which is conform- 
able to the will of the incomprehensible 
being who governs nature. But what 
is this being, of whom they are unceas- 
ingly speaking without being able to 
comprehend it ; and how can we have 
a knowledge of his will ? They will 
forthwith tell you what this being is 
not, without ever being capable of tell- 
mg you what he is ; if they do under- 
take to give you an idea of him, they 
will heap upon this hypothetical being 
a multitude of contradictory and incom- 
patible attributes, which will form a 
chimera impossible to be conceived ; or 
else they will refer you to those super- 
natural revelations, by which this phan- 
tom has made known his divine mten- 
tions to men. But how will they prove 



the authenticity of these revelations ? 
It will be by miracles ! How can we 
believe miracles, which, as we have 
seen, are contrary even to those notions 
which theology gives us of its intelli- 
gent, immutable, and omnipotent Di- 
vinity ? As a last resource, then, it 
will be necessary to give credit to the 
honesty and good faith of the priests, 
who are charged with announcing the 
divine oracles. But who will assure 
us of their mission ? Are they not these 
priests themselves who announce to 
us, that they are the infallible inter- 
preters of a Grod whom they acknow- 
ledge they do not know. T his granted, 
the priests, that is to say, men ex- 
tremely suspicious, and but little in 
harmony among tnemselves, will be 
the arbiters of morality ; they will de- 
cide, according to their uncertain know- 
ledge, or their passions, those laws 
which ought to be followed ; enthusi- 
asm or interest are the only standard 
of their decisions ; their morality is as 
variable as their whims and their ca- 
jjrice ; those who listen to them will 
never know to what line of conduct 
they should adhere ; in their inspired 
books, we shall always find a Divinity 
of little morality, who will sometimes 
command crime and absurdity ; who 
will sometimes be the friend and some- 
times the enemy of the human race ; 
who will sometimes be benevolent, 
reasonable, and just; and who will 
sometimes be irrational, capricious, un- 
just, and despotic. What will result 
from all this to a rational man ? It will 
be, that neither inconstant Gods nor 
their priests, whose interests vary every 
moment, can be the models or the 
arbiters of a morality which ought to 
be as regular and as certain as the in- 
variable laws of nature, from which 
we never see her derogate. 

No ! arbitrary and inconclusive opin- 
ions, contradictory notions, abstract 
and unintelligible speculations, can 
never serve for the basis of the science 
of morals. They must be evident 
principles, deduced from the nature of 
man, founded upon his wants, inspured 
by education, rendered familiar oy 
habit, made sacred by laws : these will 
carry conviction to our minds, will 
render virtue useful and dear to us, and 
will people nations with honest men 
and good citizens. A God. necessarily 
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iiiri)iiipre!i«Mi<ible. present** nothing but 
a viiirue idea to our imcigination ; a 
leirihie Guii leads it a<lray ; achangea- 
bJ«* (jod. and who is frequently in con- 
tradiction with himsell, will always 
prevent us from ascertaining the road 
we ought to pursue. The menaces 
made to as, on the part of a fantastical 
being, who is unceasingly in contra- 
diction with our nature, of w^hich he is 
the author, will never do more than 
render virtue disa^eeable ; fear alone 
will make us practise that which reason 
and our own immediate interest ought 
to make us execute with pleasure. A 
terrible or wicked God, which is one 
and the same thing, will only serve to 
disturb honest people, without arrest- 
ing the progress of the profligate and fla- 
gitious ; the greater part of men, when 
they shall be disposed to sin, or deliver 
themselves up to vicious propensities, 
will cease to contemplate the terrible 
God, and will only see the merciful God, 
who is filled with goodness ; men never 
view things but on the side which is 
most conformable to their desires. 

The goodness of God cheers the 
wicked, his rigour disturbs the honest 
man. Thus, the qualities which the- 
ology attributes to its God, themselves 
turn out disadvantageous to sound mo- 
rality. It is upon this infinite goodness 
that the most corrupt men will have 
the audacity to reckon when they are 
hurried along by crime, or given up to 
habitual vice. If, then, we speak to 
them of their God, they tell us that 
God is good^ that his clemency and 
his mercy are infinite. Does not super- 
stition, the accomplice of the iniquities 
of mortals, unceasingly repeat to them, 
that by the assistance of certain cere- 
monies, of certain prayers, of certain 
acts of piety, they can appease the 
anger of their God, and cause them- 
selves to be received with open arms 
by this softened and relenting God ? 
Do not the priests of all nations pos- 
sess infallible secrets for reconciling 
the most perverse men to the Divinity ? 
It must be concluded from this, that 
under whatever point of view the Di- 
vinity is considered, he cannot serve 
for the basis of morality, formed to be 
always invariably the same. An iras- 
cihle God is only useful to tho-e who 
have an interest in terrifying meiv. x\\av 
they may take advantage of lV\e\T i^" 



norance, of their fears, anl of their 
expiations ; the nobles of the earth, 
who are commonly mortals the most 
destitute of virtue and of morals, will 
not see this formidable Grod, when they 
shall be inclined to yield to their pas- 
sions ; they will, however, make use 
of him to frighten others, to the end 
that they may enslave them, and keep 
them under tneir guardianship, whilst 
they will themselves only contemplate 
this God under the traits of his good- 
they will always see him in- 



ness 



dulgent to those outrages which they 
commit against his creatures, provided 
they have a respect for him themselves; 
besides, religion will furnish them with 
easy means of appeasing his wrath. 
This religion appears to have been in- 
vented only to furnish to the ministers 
of the Divinity an opportunity to ex- 
piate the crimes of human nature. 

Morality is not made to follow the 
caprices of the imagination, the pas- 
sions, and the interests of men : it ought 
to possess stability ; it ought to be the : 
same for all the individuals of the human 
race ; it ought not to vary in one country, v 
or in one time, from another ; religion i^ 
has no right to make its immutable 
rules bend to the changeable laws of 
its God«. There is only one method 
to give morality this firm solidity ; we 
have more than once, in the course of 
this work, pointed it out ;* there is no 
other way than to found it upon our 
duties, upon the nature of man, upon 
the relations subsisting between intel- 
ligent beings, who are, each of them, 
in love with their happiness, and oc- 
cupied with conserving themselves ; 
who live together in society, that they 
may more surely attain these ends. In 
short, we must take for the bas is of 
mora lity jji^ n^ ^^^^^'^y of things . ' 

' Tn weighing these principles, drawn 
from nature, which are self-evident, 
confirmed by constant experience, and 
approved by reason, we shall have a 
certain morality, and a system of con- 
duct, which will never be in contra- 
diction with itself. Man w^ill have no 
occasion to recur to theological chi- 
meras to regulate his conduct in the 
visible world. We shall then be ca- 
pacitated to reply to those who pretend 

* See vol. i. chap. viii. of this work : also \ 
viWx\ft s^^Avcv^'ki^.tSv.., «»5i"al the conclu- I 
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tftat without a God, there cannot be 
any morality ; and that this God, by 
virtue of his power and the sovereign 
empire which belongs to him over his 
creatures, has alone the right to impose 
laws, and to subject them to those du- 
ties to which they are compelled. If 
:we reflect ^n the long train of errours 
and of wanderings which flow from 
tftS'^scure notions we have of the 
Unrinity. and on the sinister ideas 
which all religions in every country 
give, it would be more conformable 
to truth to say, that all sound morality, 
all morality useful to the human spe- 
cies, all morality advantageous to so- 
ciety, is totally incompatible with a 
being who is never presented to men 
but under the form of an absolute mon- 
arch whose good qualities are con- 
tinually eclipsed by dangerous caprices : 
consequently, we shall be obliged to 
acknowledge that, to establish morality 
upon a sure foundation, we must ne- 
cessarily commence by overturning the 
chimerical systems upon which they 
have hitherto founded the ruinous edi- 
fice of supernatural morality, which, 
during so many ages, has been useless- 
ly preached up to the inhabitants of the 
earth. 

Whatever may have been the cause 
that placed man in the abode which he 
inhabits, and that gave him his facul- 
ties ; whether \y £. fionaidftr Jhe hm.- 
man species as the work^of nfiture. or 
"^hcttrelr 'we suppose that he owes nis 
existence to .an intelligent being, dis- 
tfnguTshed from nature ; the existence 
of nian, suclxas he is, is a fact; we 
see in him a being who feels, who 
thinks, who has intelligence, who loves 
himself, who tends to his own con- 
servation ; who, in every moment of 
his life, strives to render his existence 
agreeable ; who, the more easily to 
satisfy his wants, and to procure him- 
self pleasure, lives in society with 
beings similar to himself, whom his 
conduct can render favourable or dis- 
affected to him. It is, then, upon these 
general sentiments, inherent in our na- 
ture, and which will subsist as long as 
the race of mortals^ that we ought to 
found morality, which is only the sci- 
ence of the duties of men living in 
society. 

Here, thep, are the true foundations 
of GOT duties ; these duties are neces- 



sary, seeing that they flow from our 
peculiar nature, and that we cannot 
arrive at the happiness we propose to 
ourselves, if we do not take the means 
without which we shall never obtain 
it. Then, to be permanently happy, . 
we are obliged to merit the affection 
and the assistance of those beings with 
whom we are associated ; these will 
not take upon themselves to love us, 
to esteem us, to assist us in our pro- 
jects, to labour to our peculiar felicity, 
but in proportion as we are disposed 
to labour to their happiness. It is this 
necessity which is called moral obli- 
gation. It is founded upon reflection, 
on the motives capable of determining 
sensible and intelligent beings, who 
tend towards an end, to follow the con--^ 
duct necessary to arrive at it. T.hese . 
motives^an be in us only the Jesire, 
always regenerating, of procuring our- 
selves good, and of avoiding evil. ; 
•pleasure and pain, the hope ofhappi-Tl' 
ness or the fear of misery , are the only . 
Itiofives capable of having an effiacious 
Tiifliience on the will of sensible beings j 
to compel them, then, it is sufficient 
that these motives exist, and may be 
understood ; to know them, it is suffi- 
cient to consider our constitution, ac- 
cording to which we can love or ap- 
prove in ourselves only those actions 
from whence result our real and recip- 
rocal utility, which constitutes virtue. 
In consequence, to conserve ourselves, 
to enjoy security, we are compelled to , 
follow the conduct necessary to this 
end ; to interest others in our own con- , 
servation, we are obliged to interest ' 
ourselves in their's, or to do nothing 
that may interrupt in them the will of 
co-operating with us to our own feli- 
city. Such are the true foundations 
of moral obligation. 

We shall always deceive ourselves, 
when we shall give any other basis to i . 
morality than the nature of man ; we j 
cannot have any that is more solid and 
more certain. Some authors, even off 
integrity, have thought, that, to render 
more respectable and more sacred, in 
the eyes of men, those duties which 
nature imposes on them, it was neces- 
sary to clothe them with the authority 
of a being, which they made superior 
to nature, and stronger than necessity. ^ 
Theology has, in consequence, invaded \ 
morality, or has strove to connect it 
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with the n*li<;iim« svMrm ; it has been 
th< ii!;ht thiit thi*4 union would render 
virtuf in«»n* ^arrnl ; that the fear of 
the invisible power who governs na- 
ture, would !;ivc more weight and effi- 
rary to its laws ; in short, it ha** been 
imas^ined. that men. persuaded of the 
necessity of morality, in seeinfr it united 
with reliirion, would KH>k uinm this n-- 
lisrion itself as necessary to their hap- 
piness. Indeed, it is the supposition 
that a God is nere«sary to support 
morality, that sustains the theolo^iral 
ideas, and the greater part of the reli- 
gious systems of the earth ; it is ima- 
gined tnat, without a God. man would 
neither have a knowledire of. nor prac- 
tise that which he owes to others. 
This prejudice once established, it is 
always believed that the vasrue ideas 
of a metaphysical Grod are in <uch a 
manner connected with morality and 
the welfare of society, that the Divinity 
cannot be attacked without overturn- 
ins: at the same time the duties of na- 
ture. It is thought, that want, the 
desire of happiness, the evident interest 
of society, and of individuals, would 
be impotent motives, if they did not 
borrow all their force and their sanc- 
tion from an ima<^inary beinir who has 
been made the arbiter of all thin^^s. 

}h\i it is always dans^erous to con- 
nvcA fiction with truth, the unknown 
with the known, the delirium of en- 
thusiasm with the tranquillity of reason. 
Indeed, what has resulted from the 
confused alliance which theoloc:}' ha< 
made of its marvellous chimeras with 
realities? The imagination bewildered, 
truili is mistaken ; reliijion, by the aid 
of its phantom, would command na- 
ture, make reason bend under its yoke, 
sul)ject man to its own peculiar ca- 
prices, and frequently, in the name of 
the Divinity, it obliges him to stifle 
his nature, and to piously violate most 
evident duties of morality. When this 
same religion was desirous of restrain- 
ing mortals whom it had taken care to 
render blind and irrational, it gave 
them only ideal curbs and motives ; it 
could substitute only imaginary causes 
to true causes ; marvellous and super- 
natural motive-powers to those which 
were natural and known ; romances 
and fables, to realities. By this in- 
rersion of principles, moraWtv luAotvaet 
had any fixed basis ; nalMte. tevx-soxv 



▼irtue, demonstrations, depended upon 
an undefinable God, who never spok:; 
distinctly/ who silenced reason, who 
only explained himself by inspired be- 
in£;s, by impostors, by fanatics, whose 
delirium or the desire of profiting !>r 
the wanderings of men, interested them 
in preaching up onl)[ an abject sub- 
mission, factitious rirtues, frivolous 
ceremonies ; in short, an arbitrary mo-| 
rality. conformable to their own pecu-' 
liar passions, and frequently very pre- 
judicial to the rest of the human 
species. 

Thus, in making morality flow from 
God. they in reality subjected it to the 
passions of men. In bem? disposed to 
found it upon a chimera, they founded 
it upon nothing; in deriving^ it from 
an imaginary beinff, of whom every 
one forms to himself a different notion, 
of whom the obscure oracles were in- 
terpreted either by men in a delirium, 
or by knaves ; in establishing it upon 
his pretended will, goodness, or malig- 
nity ; in short, in proposing to man, for 
his model, a beiag who is supposed to 
be changeable, the theologians, far 
from giving to morality a steady basis, 
have weakened, or even annihilated 
that which is given by nature, and have 
substituted in its place nothing but 
incertitude. This God, by the quali- 
ties which are given him, is an inex-| 
])licable enigma, which each expounds 
after his own manner, which each re- 
ligion explains in its own mode, in 
which all the theologians of the world 
discover every thing that suits their 
purpose, and according to which each 
man separately forms his morals, con- 
formable to his peculiar character. If 
Go<l tells the gentle, indulgent, equita- 
ble man to be good, compassionate, and 
benevolent, he tells the furious man, 
who is destitute of compassion, to be 
intolerant, inhuman, and without pity. 
The mora I i ty of this God var ies '»- 
each man, from one count ry to ano ther: 
some people shiver witHhorrour at the 
sight of those actions which other peo- 
ple look upon as sacred and meritorious. 
Some see God filled with gentleness 
and mercy ; others judge him to be 
cruel, and imagine that it is by cruel- 
ties tiiey can acquire the advantage of 
pleasing him. 

T W x^w^Vvt^ of nature is clear ; it is I 
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is not so with religious morality, this 
is as obscure as the. Divinity who pre- 
scribes it, or rather as changeable as 
the passions and the temperaments of 
those who make him speak, or who 
adore him. If it were left to the the- 
ologians, morality ought to be con- 
sidered as a science the most proble- 
matical, the most uncertain, and the 
most difficult to fix. It would require 
the most subtile or the most profoun3 
genius, the most penetrating and active 
mind, to discover the principles of the 
duties of man towards himself and 
others. Are not, then, the true sources 
of morality calculated to be known 
only to a small number of thinkers or 
of metaphysicians ? To derive it from 
a God. whom nobody sees but within 
himself, and which each modifies after 
his own peculiar ideas, js to sub mit it 
to the c aprice of each m^pj to derive 
TfTrom a being which no man upon the 
earth can boast of knowing, is to say 
they do not know whence it could come 
to us. Whatever may be the agent 
upon whom they make nature, and all 
the beings which it contains, depend, I 
whatever power they may suppose him 
to have, it is very possible that man 
should or should not exist ; but as soon 
as he shall have made him what he is, 
"when he shall have rendered him sen- 
sible, in love with his own being, and 
living in society, he cannot, without 
annihilating or new-moulding him, 
cause him to exist otherwise than he 
does. According to his actual essence, 
qualities^ and modifications, which con- 
stitute him a being of the human spe- 
cies, morality is necessary to him, and 
the desire oi conserving himself will 
make him prefer virtue to vice, by the 
same necessity that it makes him pre- 
fer pleasure to pain.* 

To say that man cannot possess any 
moral sentnnents without the idea of 



God, is to say that he cannot distin- 
guish vice from virtue ; it is to pretend 
that, without the idea of God, man 
would not feel the necessity of eating 
to live, would not make any distinction 
or choice in his food : it is to pretend 
that, without being acquainted with the 
name, the character, and the qualities 
of him who prepares a mess for us, we 
are not in a state to juds^e whether 
this mess be agreeable or disagreeable, 
good or bad. He who does not know 
what opinion to hold upon the exist 
ence and the moral attributes of a God, 
or who formally denies them, cannot 
at least cloubt his own existen^*^, liis 
own qualities, his f;\i'n mode of I'oeli. . 
and of judginsr: ♦^.-nhor «-:.n i' (Jo- 
the exi*<ten'.'t» A >!•» . •■ ■•'*' /• ■ '• •' 
like I irr» ■'" ■ ■■ \ ■ 
covfis ' •". t i . ■, .^h 

hi-j 0'\ ■« ■"'..: i .r- 

tain .»f ' . }\n- 
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♦ According to theology, man ha« occa- 
sion for supernatural grace to do ^ood : this 
doctrine was, without doubt, very nurtful to 
>8ound morality. Men alwavs waited for the 
call Jrom above to do good, and those who 

governed them never employed the calls from 
eloWi that is to say, the natural motives to 
excite them to virtue. Nevertheless, TerhU- 
lian says to us : " Wherefore will ye trouble 
yohrselves, seeking after the law of God, 
whilst ye have that which is common to all 
the world, and which is written on the tablets 
of nature T'—T<T<utt. Dt Corona Militis. 
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true e.\|K':ic'n . .11 >.iily have to con- 
te'::o]n;^ uiia^ei., in order to discover 
wli.!i ho owes to others: his own na- 
ture will enlighten him much better 
upon his duties than those Gods, in 
which he can only consult his own 
passions, or those of some enthusiasts 
or impostors. He will allow, that to 
conserve himself, and secure his own 
permanent wellbeinff, he is obliged to 
resist the impulse, frequently blind, of 
his own desires ; and that to conciliate 
the benevolence of others, he must act 
in a mode conformable to their advan- 
tage ; in reasoning thus, he will find 
out what virtue is ;* if he put this 



* Hitherto theology has not known how to 
give a true definition of virtue. According to 
It, it is an efiect of grace, that disposes us to 
do that which is agreeable to the Divinity. 
But what is the Divinity? What is ^acel 
How does it act upon man ? What is that 
which is agreeable to God ? Wherefore does 
not this God give to all men the grace to do 
that which is agreeable in his eyes ? Adhuc 
sub judice lis est. Men are unceasingly told 
to do cooc because God requires it ; never 
have they been informed what it was to do 
£Ood, ana priests have never been able to tell 
them what God was, nor that which he was 
desirous they should do. 
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:h«'<>rv into prafticT. hi* will berirtuous;! from the i m a sri nation, and variable as 
hf will l)t> rfwanlt'd for hi^ conduct, ! itself. Nature tells man to he sociable 



hy thf happy harmony of his manhini\ 
by the lei^itiiiiatc esteem of him^telf, 
i*oii tinned by the kindness of others : 
if he art in a contrary mode, the trouble 
and the di*<order of his machine will 
quickly warn him that nature, whom 
he thwart's, disapproves his conduct, 
which is injurious to himself, and he 
m ill be obliged to add the condemna- 
tion of others, who will hate him and 
blame his actions. If the wanderings 
of his mind prevent him from seeing 
the mo^t immediate consequences of 
his irregularilic'*, n«M!hfr will he per- 
ceive the distant rewards and punish- 
ments of the invisible monarch, whom 
they have so vainly placed in the em- 
nyreum ; this Grod will never speak to 
nmi in so distinct a manner as his 
conscience, which will either reward 
him or punish him on the spot. \J 

Every thing that has been advanced, 
evidenly proves, that religious morality 
is an infinite loser, when compared 
with the morality of nature, with which 
it is found in perpetual contradiction. 
Nature invites man to love himself, to 
preserve himself to incessantly aug- 
ment the sum ot his happiness : reli- 
gion orders him to love only a formi- 
dable God, that deserves to be hated ; 
to detest himself, to sacrifice to his 
frightful idol the most pleasing and 
legitimate pleasures of his heart. Na- 
ture tells man to consult reason, and to 
take it for his guide : religion leaches 
him that his reason is corrupted, that 
it is only a treacherous guide, given 
by a deceitful God to lead his creatures 
astray. Nature tells man to enlighten 
himself, to search after truth, to in- 
struct himself in his duties : religion 
enjoins him to examine nothing, to re- 
main in ignorance, to fear truth ; it 
persuades him, that there are no rela- 
tions more important than those which 
subsist between him and a being of 
whom he will never have any know- 
ledge. Nalui*e tells the being who is 
in love with his welfare, to moderate 
his passions, to resist them when they 
are destructive to himself, to counter- 
balance them by real motives borrowed 
from experience : religion tells the 
sensible being to have no passions, to 



to love hi'^ fellow-creatures, to be just, 
peaceable, indulgent, and benevolent, 
to cause or suffer his associates to eo- 

i'oy their opinions : religion counsels 
lim to fly society, to detach himself 
from his fellow-creatures, to hate them, 
when their imagination does not pro- 
cure them dreams conformable to his 
own. to break the most sacred bonds 
to please his God, to torment, to afflict, 
to persecute, and to massacre those who 
will not be mad after his own manner. 
Nature tells man in society to cherish 
glory, to labour to render himself esti- 
mable, to be active, courageous, and 
industrious : religion tells him to be 
humble, abject, pusillanimj^us, to live 
in obscurity, to occupy himself with 
prayers, with meditations, and with 
ceremonies ; it says to him, be useful 
to thyself, and do nothing for others.* 
Nature proposes to the citizen for a 
model, men endued with honest, noble, 
energetic souls, who have usefully 
served their fellow-citizens ; religion 
commends to them abject souls, extols 
pious enthusiasts, frantic penitents, 
fanatics, who, for the most ridiculous 
opinions, have disturbed empires. Na- 
ture tells the husband to be tender, to 
attach himself to the company of bis 
mate, and to cherish her in his bosom: 
religion makes a crime of his tender- 
ness, and frequently obliges him to 
look upon the conjugal bonds as a state 
of pollution and imperfection. Nature 
tells the father to cherish his children, 
and to make them useful members of 
society : religion tells him to rear them 
in the fear of God, and to make them 
blind and superstitious, incapable of 
serving society, but extremely well cal- 
culated to disturb its repose. Nature 
tells children to honour, to love, to 
listen to their parents, to be the sup- 
port of their old age : religion tells 
them to prefer the oracles of their God, 
and to trample father and mother under 
feet,in support of the divine interests. 
Nature says to the philosopher, occupy 



* It is very easy to perceive thnt religious 
worship dors a ma\ injury to political socie- 
ties, by the loss of time, by the laziness and 
inaction which it causes, and of which it 
, . -.,, -. . . makes a duty. Indeed, religion suspends the 

he an insensible mass, or lo comb^Xl ^^.^^ m^c^^mV Vt^boura during a con^xierabU 
his DroDensities bv motives \)Oixovje^\ ^on\oxvol\N\^N«ax. 
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thyseKwith useful objects, consecrate 
thy cares to thy country, make for it 
advantageous discoveries, calculated to 
perfectionate its condition : religion says 
to him, occupy thyself with useless 
reveries, with endless disputes, with 
researches suitable to sow the seeds of 
discord and carnage, and obstinately 
maintain opinions, which thou wilt 
never understand thyself. Nature tells 
the perverse man to blush for his vices, 
for his shameful propensities, for his 
crimes ; it shows him, that his most 
secret irregularities will necessarily 
have an. influence on his own felicity : 
religion says to the most corrupted and 
wicked man, *'Do not irritate a Grod, 
whom thou knowest not; but if, against 
his laws, thou deliverest thyself up to 
crime, remember that he will be easily 
appeased ; go into his temple, humiliate 
thyself at the feet of his ministers, ex- 
piate thy transgressions by sacrifices, 
by offerings, by ceremonies, and by 
prayers : these important ceremonies 
will pacify thy ':onscience, and cleanse 
thee in the eyes of the Eternal." 

The citizen, or the man in society, 
is not less depraved by religion, which 
is always in contradiction with sound 
politics. Nature says to man, thou 
artfree^ nx) power on earth can legit- 
imately deprive thee of thy rights : 
religion cries out to him, that he is a 
slave, condemned by his God to groan 
all his life under the iron rod of his 
.representatives. Nature tells man to 
love the country which gave him birth, 
to serve it faithfully, to blend his in- 
terests with it against all those who 
shall attempt to injure it : religion or- 
; ders him to obey, without murmuring, 
; I the tyrants who oppress his country, 
^ \ to serve them against it, to merit their 
\ favours, by enslaving their fellow-citi- 
Vens, under their unruly caprices. Nev- 
ertheiess, if the sovereign be not suffi- 
ciently devoted to his priests, religion 
quickly changes its language ; it calls 
upon subjects to become rebels, it makes 
it a duty in them to resist their master, 
it cries out to them, that it is better to 
obey God than man. Nature tells 
princes they are men ; that it is not 
their whim that can decide what is 
just, and what is unjust, that the pub- 
lic will maketh the law : religion, 
sometimes says to them, that they are 
Grods, to whom nothing in this world 
No. IX.— 36 
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ought to offer resistance ; sometimes it 
transforms them into tyrants whom 
enraged Heaven is desirous should be 
immolated to its wrath. 

Religion coiTupts princes ; these 
princes corrupt the law, which, like 
themselves, becomes unjust ; all the 
institutions are perverted ; education 
forms only men who are base, blinded 
with prejudices, smitten with vain ob- 
jects, with riches, with pleasures which 
they can obtain only by iniquitous 
means : nature is mistaken, reason is 
disdained, virtue is only a chimera, 
quickly sacrificed to the slightest in- 
terest ; and religion, far from remedy- 
ing these evils, to which it has given 
birth, does no more than aggravate 
them still farther ; or else only causes 
steril regret, which it quickly effaces ; 
and thus man is obliged to yield to 
the torrent of habit, of example, of pro- 
pensities, and of dissipation, which 
conspire to hurry all his specie^ to 
commit crimes, who will not renounce 
their own wellbeing. 

Here is the mode in which religion 
and politics unite their efforts to per- 
vert, abuse, and poison the heart of 
man ; all tne human institutions ap- 
pear to have only for their object to 
render man base or wicked. Do not, 
then, let us be at all astonished, it 
morality is every where only a barren 
speculation, from which every one is 
obliged to deviate in practice, if he will 
not risk the rendering himself unhappy. 
Men can be moral only when renoun- 
cing their prejudices, they consult their 
nature ; but the continual impulses, 
which their minds are receiving every 
moment, on the part of more powerful 
motives, quickly oblige them to forget 
those rules which nature points out to 
them. They are continually floating 
between vice and virtue ; we see them 
unceasingly in contradiction with them- 
selves ; if sometimes they feel the 
value of an honest conduct, experience 
very soon shows them that this con- 
duct cannot lead them to any thing 
good, and can even become an invin- 
cible obstacle to that happiness which 
their heart never ceases to search after. 
In corrupt societies it is necessary to 
become coiTupt, in order to become 
happy. 

Citizens, led astray at the same time 
both by their spiritual and temnr 
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j them, that it is for the purpose of en- 
. I joying a greater quantum of happiness 
^ \ that mortals live together in society ; 
' that it is its own conservation, and its 
felicity that every society should have 
for its constant and invariable end; 
that without equity, a nation only re- 
sembles a congregation of enemies ; 
that the most cruel enemy to man is 
he who deceives, in order to enslave 
him ; that the scourge most to be 
feared by him is those priests who 
corrupt his chiefs, and who assure 
them of impunity for their crimes, m 
the name of the Gods. It would prove 
to them, that association is a misfor- 
tune under unjust, and negligent, and 
destructive governments. 

This nature, interrogated by princes, 
twould teach them, that they are men, 
fend not Gods ; that their power is 
jK ijonly derived from the consent of other 
"l men ; that they are citizens, charged 
by other citizens with the care of 
watching over the safety of the whole ; 
that the law ought to be only the ex- 
pression of the public will, and that it 
IS never permitted them to counteract 
nature, or to thwart the invariable end 
of society. This nature would make 
these monarchs feel that, in order to be 
truly great and powerful, they ought 
to command elevated and virtuous 
minds, and not minds equally degraded 
by despotism and superstition. This 
nature would teach sovereigns that, in 
order to be cherished by their subjects, 
they ought to afford them succours, 
and cause them to enjoy those benefits 
which the wants of their nature de- 
mand; that they ought to maintain 
them inviolably in the possession of 
their rights, of which they are the de- 
fenders and the guardians. This na- 
ture would prove to all those princes 
who should deign to consult her, that 
it is only by good works and kindness 
that they can merit the love and attach- 
ment of the people ; that oppression 
only raises up enemies against them; 
that violence procures them only an 
unsteady power ; that force cannot con- 
fer any legitimate right on them ; and 
that beings essentially in love with 
happiness, must sooner or later finish 
by revolting against an authority that 
only makes itself felt by violence. 
This, then, is the manner in which na- 
ture the sovereign of all beings, and 



to whom all are equal, would speak to 
one of those superb monarchs whom 
flattery has deified : " Untoward, head- 
strong child ! Pigmy, so proud of 
commanding pigmies ! Have they, 
then, assured thee that tHou wert a 
Grod ? Have they told thee that thou 
wert something supernatural? But 
know, that there is nothing superior to 
me. Contemplate thine own insignifi- 
cance, acknowledge thine impotence 
against the slightest of my blows. I 
can break thy sceptre, I can take away 
thy life, I can reduce thy throne to 
powder, I can dissolve thy people, I 
can even destroy the earth, which thou 
inhabitest : and thou believest thyself 
a God ! Be, then, again thyself; hon- 
estly avow that thou art a man, 
made to submit to my laws, like the 
least of thy subjects. Learn, then, 
and never let it escape thy memory, 
that thou art the man of tny peop^ ; 
the minister of thy nation ; the inter- 
preter and the executor of its will ; the 
fellow-citizen of those whom thou hast 
the right of commanding only because 
they consent to obey thee, in view of 
the wellbeing which thou promisest 
to procure for them. Reign, then, on 
these conditions ; fulfil thy sacred en- 
gagements. Be benevolent, and above 
all, equitable. If thou art willing to 
have thy power assured to thee, never 
abuse it ; let it be circumscribed by 
the immoveable limits of eternal jus- 
tice. Be the father of thy people, and 
they will cherish thee as thy children. 
But if thou neglectest them ; if thou 
separatest thine interests from those of 
thy great family; if thou refusest to 
thy subjects the happiness which thou 
owest them; if thou armest thyself 
against them, thou shalt be like all 
tyrants, the slave of gloomy care, of 
alarm, and of cruel suspicion. Thou 
wilt become the victim of thine own 
folly. Thy people, in despair, will no 
longer acknowledge thy divine rights. 
In vain, then, thou wouldst sue for 
aid to that religion which has deified 
thee ; it can avail nothing with those 
people whom misery has rendered deaf; 
Heaven will abandon thee to the fury 
of those enemies which thy phrensy 
shall have made thee. The Gods can 
effect nothing against my irrevocable de- 
crees, which will, that man shall be irri- 
tated affainst the cause of his sorrow*- 



r=; « .IMPARISON BETW 

I.i *":. r!. •\»TV thill:; v.-mild make 
k\ a:! : '.::: u.il ;iri »•■«•*, that thfV 
ii.i-.« li ■ " •■ i-i M I'iT II»-:ivfn til he 
r.»:':i'"'i;.. "•■ ■. •■ I -n e.iith: that all tho 
I'wr* ■:" M» i.fii ".I'l nil ••ii^tain 
lii' .1 '.\]ru '\i-: 'h.ill :\^\ the tyrant. 
t.': it '.I- If V .•■ !V:-ii'I^ :iri' tii"»*f* whi.' 
nil!' i iv- '...• : .- ■iM- !* j'Uf'iT Iflii-'iiiii : 
i.'iii tipM' r'.il • ii'-uif" ;iri* t!* '*»• who 
M.I 'V.'M'f Vi":ii ■.'. i'.'i Mrit^TV. uh"i hard- 
en i.it:;! Ill 'ii'ii". .\]i>- in.»k»* iii»* r«.«ail 
I ■ .I'M' *-i\ * •■ i-\ »' -r l\t*' !i : \\\i*t t'ffJ 
t;i»:;i 'A .'ii ' Msii'T.i -. 'Ml'-iihiN-'i t- ' ■:rav.- 
t:i»::i :i-; !• T -1:1 ''l.t'^*- iTiri"" ail'l tip <»• 
"•■ii'.iin :,!- w :i 'Ji lii»-v t.v." ♦. t'.fir 
II. Ill ■:!-.' 

Ii I-. tfii:i. I ffpiMi it. •.( Iv *»v rt'rnii- 
<li|i*Mii^ ::j.-!i T.. u.Jliiri' l!ia» \Vf c.ui 
jir-'iirf tiifiii ••■.■|.|.-iii ii'»ti»'ii-.. and «'er- 
taia kiK'Wlf.l.:*' : it i" i-nK liv *ln.i\v- 
iii^ llu'iii ihnr irtif r*-l:ili<>M< with each 
uilitT iliat \vi- iMii jihn'i' thrill i>n the 
r>i:id !<• happini'o''. Thr tiuiiiar« mind. 
!»llcil»«I hy ihf'il-i^v. lia* ^i'ar«*"!v ad- 
v.iiiff.l :i -.iii_'|f -.tt'p. Man** reliiriuu* 
sy-'i'-iii' hivi.* r»-h'li*r»*d hiiu duhi»iu«! of 
the iiM^t ili'iii >.i-tr;thU' trut})*. Super- 
stiii-ui iiiihii'iK'iil rviTv ihinir. and 
st-rvr.l iiii-4triii[»i :ili. Philn^nphv.iTuid- 
I'ii liv ii. wa- Mil hMiu'iT any thinir more 
th.ui iiiia.nnar\ ^i-iimm-o: it ijiiitted the 
rral wnrhl I'l phiiu'f inti- thf ideal 
w nM .if iiu'i.iph-. -i'-- ; it n«'LHt'»'ted na- 

turi' I" » iip\ ir-i'ir with TJod':, with 

5pirii^. ami with i!ivi«-il»!«'[)i»wiT-t. which 
luiiv -^frvi'd h» r«MHl»T all qiif^iion* more 
i)!i-"Uii' and uinn* rniiiplifatcd. In all 
ilillii'iiliic-.. ihrv I'lmiirht in the Divin- 
ity. an«l iViiiii liu'iii-c ihiii'j'i only l)e- 
•Miin" nmn* .iiid iiiori- perplexed, until 
ni'thiniT iMiuKl hf rxplaint'd. Theolo- 
i;i«*al nutiiMis ap[>i*ar to liave been in- 
veiiird (Milv til put man's rea<on<5 to 
tli«M»i. i«> ruiitnuml hi- judsrment, to 
di'Ct'ive hi>; mind, to overturn his clear- 
e>t idL*a< of fvery >oifn«'o. In the 
haiuU uf the theologians, losjie, or the 
art (d' reasoniu:!. was nothing more 
than an unintelliirihle jariron, ralcu- 
laird to support soj)hism and falsehood, 
and to prove the most palpable contra- 
dii'tions. Morality became, as we have 
seen, uncertain and wavering;, because 
it wa-i founded on an ideal beinir, who 
"wa<i never in accord with himself; 

* Ad sreneruni cerens, sine ccrde et vulnere 

pmici. 
Dosccndiinl reges et sicca morto tyrnnni. 

Jurcnalf sat. xv. 110. 



EEX THEOLOGICAL 

his £rcK;)dDes<^. \ii< justice, his morai 
qualities, and hi< useful precepts, were 
continually contradicted by an iniqui- 
tous conduct, ami the most barbarous 
commands. Politics, as we hare sail!. 
were pen"erted by the false i«*eas which 
wtre iriven to ^overeiffns of their rigbts. 
Jurisprudence and the laws were sub- 
jected to the caprice of relii^ion. who 
put >fiai-kles on the labour, the com- 
merce, the indiKiry. and the activity of 
nation^. Every ihinff was sacrificed 
to the intere-i* uf the iheolomanN : for 
evrry sffience. they only tau:;ht ob- 
si'ure and quarreUonie metaphysics 
which, hundreds of times, causeii the 
bloc id of tho-e people to flow who 
Wert* incapable ot understanding it. 

Biirn an erne my tu experience, the- 
olusry. that stipenifttural science, was 
an invincible obstacle to the progress 
' of the natural sciences, as it almost 
; always threw itself in their war. It 
I was nut |>ermitted for natural philoso- 
! phy, for natural hi<tory, or for anato- 
my, to see any thing but through the 
medium of the jaundiced eye of su- 
per>tition. The most evident facts 
were rejected with disdain, and pro- 
-crihed with horrour, whenever they 
could not be made to square with the 
hypotheses of religion. t In short, the- 
(jlogy unceasingly opposed itself to the 
happiness of nations, to the progress 
of the human mind, to useful research- 
es;, and to the liberty of thought: it 
kept man in ignorance, all his steps 
guided by it were no more than errours. 
is it re.sidving a question in natural 
philosophy, to say that an effect which 
surprises us, that an unusual phenom- 
enon, that a volcano^ a deluge, a com- 
et. &c., are signs ot divine wrath, or 
work-* contrary to the laws of nature ? 
In persuading nations, as it has done, 
that the calamities, whether physical 



t Vifffil, the bishop of Saltzburg, was con- 
dtinnjHl l)y the church, for having dared to 
m.iintain tne existence of the antipodes. All 
tht.' world are acquainted with the persecu- 

, tions wliich Galileo suffered for pretending 
that tht' sun (lid not make its revolution round 

. the carih. Descartes was put to death in a 
foreiirn laud. Priests have a right to be ene- 
niii's tt) tlio sciences; the progress of reason 

! will anniiiilate, sooner or later, superstitious 
ideas. Xotiiinfi: that is founded on nnture. 
and on truth can ever l>c lost; the works of 
imaLnnatiou and of imposture must bp over- 

. nirniMl first or Usi. 
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or moral, which they experience, are 
the efFectB of the will of God, or chas- 
tisements, which his power inflicts on 
them, is it not preventing them from 
seeking after remedies for these evils ?* 
Would it not have been more useful 
to have studied the nature of things, 
and to seek in nature herself, in human 
industry, for succours against those 
sorroAvs with which mortals are afflict- 
ed, than to attribute the evil which 
man experiences to an unknown power, 



* In the year 1725, the citv of Paris was 
aflflicted with a scarcity, which it was thoueht 
would cause an insurrection of the people ; 
they brought down the shrine of St. Gene- 
vieve, the patroness or tutelary goddess of 
the Parisians, and it was carried in procession 
to cause this calamity to ceascj which was 
brought on by monopolies in which the mis- 
tress of the then prime minister was inter- 
ested. 

In the year 1795, England was afflicted 
with a scarcity, brought on by an ill judged 
war against the French people, for having 
thrown off the tyranny of their monarchy, 
in which contest immense quantities of grain 
and other provisions were destroyed, to pre- 
vent them fallinff into the hands of the French 
republicans, and also by the dismemberment 
of Poland (the granary of Europe) by the 
king of Prussia and the emperess of Russia, 
whose troops laid waste every thing they came 
near, because a general named Kosciusko, 
of the most exemplary courage, had, with a 
chosen body of brave Poles, endeavoured, 
though vainly, to prevent the cruel injustice, 
by opposing force to force. This alarming 
scarcity induced a meeting, at the London 
Tavern, in London, to consider of the means 
to alleviate the distresses of the English peo- 
ple, which proved as fruitless as the opposi- 
tion of the Poles to these crowned robbers. 
At this meeting, a Doctor Vincent, a Chris- 
tian priest, and the then master of Westmin- 
ster school, made a grave and solemn speech, 
in which he attributed the whole calamity to 
the chastisement of God for the sins of the 
people. 

The name of this God is always made use 
of by wicked and abandoned men to cover 
their own iniquities, and screen themselves 
from the resentment of the people ; the priests, 
those pests to society, who are immediately 
interested in their peculations and oppressions, 
always maintain the doctrine of these de- 
signing knaves, and the ignorance of the citi- 
zens suffers these fables to pass for incontest- 
able truths: it is thus that kingcraft and 
rtriest craft, in uniting their forces, always 
K< ep men m a state of degrading slavery, 
n«'ver suffering the bandeau of delusion to be 
rt'iiioved from before their eyes, by decreeing, 
ill tiie name of God, the most cruel punish- 
nitnts against those who attempt to throw 
the light of day on the secret caverns of im- 
position and despotism. 



against whose will it cannot be sup- 
posed there is any relief? The study 
of nature, the search after truth, ele- 
vates the mind, expands the genius, 
and is calculated to render man active 
and courageous ; theological notions 
appear to have been made to debase 
him, to contract his mind, to plunge 
him into despondency.* In the place 
of attributing to the divine vengeance 
those wars, those famines, those ster- 
ilities, those contagions, and that mul- 
titude of calamities which desolate the 
people, would it not have been more 
useful, and more consistent with truth, 
to have shown that these evils were to 
be ascribed to their own folly, or rather 
to the passions, to the want of energy, 
and to the tyranny of their princes, 
who sacrifice nations to their frightful 
delirium ? These irrational people, 
instead of amusing themselves with 
expiations for their pretended crimes, 
and seeking to render themselves ac- 
ceptable to imaginary powers, should 
they not have sought in a more rational 
administration the true means of avoid- 
ing those scourges to which they were 
the victims? Natural evils demand 
natural remedies : ought not experience 
long since to have convinced mortals 
of the inefficacy of supernatural reme- 
dies, of expiations, of prayers, of sac- 
rifices, of fasting, of processions, &c., 
which all the people of the earth have 
vainly opposed to the disasters which 
they experienced ? 

Let us then conclude, that theology^l 
and its notions, far from being useUill 
to the human species, are the true i 
sources of all those sorrows which af- 
flict the earth, of all those errours by 
which men are blinded, of those pre- . 
judices which benumb them, of that 
ignorance which renders them credu- 
lous, of those vices which torment them, 
of those governments which oppress 
them. Let us then conclude, that those 
divine and supernatural ideas with 
which we are inspired from our infan- 
cy, are the true causes of our habitual 
folly, of our religious quarrels, of our 
sacred dissensions, of our inhuman per- 
secutions. Let us at length acknow- 
ledge, that they are the fatal ideas 
which have obscured morality, corrupt- 

* Non enim aliunde venit animo robur, quam 
a bonis artibus, qiiam a contemplatione natura;. 
Senec. qucut. Natur, lib. vi. chap. xrm. 



V 



256 MENS lUEAb OF THE DIVIMTV, dec. 

ed p')l.ii *-, r<'i;iriir J ih«.' progre>* of ihe of theological notions; false io their 

&cit- M>-c"i. unil t'Vfii annihilated happi- principles, they are not susceptible of 

n*-^^ and {H-ace in the heart ut* niao. refonn. Under whatever shape an 

Lit It tiien he do hmger di>oiniulated. errour presents itself, as soon as men 

thut ail iho-.e ralaiuitie<. fur which shall attach a great importance to it, 

niai; iurn> his eye- toward'* heaven, it will end, sooner or later, by prodn- 

Uitiittl in tear<. are to l)e ascribed to cing consequences as extensive as dao- 

titii-e vain phantiun< which his iniagi- gerous. Besides, the inutility of the 

na'.K'U has placed there : let him cease researches which in all ages have been 

to nnpli>re ihein : let him >pek in na- made aHer the Divinity, of whom the 

turt. and in hi- t>\\:i eneriry, thi)-e re- notions have never ha J any other effect 
souri-e- whn*li the CJinU. uhoare deaf than to obscure him more and more, e^en 

ti' hi- eries, will never procure for him. for those themselves who have most 

Let him consult the de<ires of his heart, meditated upon him; this inutility, I say, 

and he will hnd that which he owes to ought it not to convince us, that these 

hiin-elt'. and that which he owes to notions are not within the reach of our 

othei< : let him examine the essence capacity, and that this imaginary being 

and tlie aim of society, and he will no wili not be better known by us, or by 

lon:;er )k' a slave ; let him con.-ult ex- our descendants^ than it has been by 

|H*rience. he will find truth, and he will our ancestors, either the most savage 

ack now ledv:e that errour can never pos- or the most ignorant? The object 

tibly render him happy.* j which men in all ages have the most 

j considered, reasoned upon the most, 
and written .upon the most, remains, 



CHAPTER Vlll. 

Min ciin form no Conrluition frtnn the Ideas 
itfiirh are eirci\ them of the IHrinity: qf the 
Viint of Just Inter ferctwe in, and of the In- 
Utility qfy their Conduct on his Account. 

If, as we have proved, the false ideas 
whirh men have m all times tbnned to 
them-elves of the Divinitv. far from 
beinij of utility, are prejudicial to mo- 
rality, to politics, to the happiness of 
society, and the members who com- 

{)o<e it ; in short, to the proiiress of the 
luman understamlinj; ; reason and our 
interest ouiiht to make u< teel the ne- 
cessity of banishing from our mind 
these vain and futile opinions, which 
will never do more than confound it, 
and disturb the tranquillity of our 
hearts. In vain should we rfatter our- 
selves with arriving at the rectification 

* The author of the book of wisdom, has 
said, and with reason, infandorum eiiim ido- 
loruin culiura, omnis mali est causa et initium 
et finis. See chap. xxiv. ver. 27. He did 
not see that his Qod was an idol more preju- 
dicial than all the others. At all events, it 
appears that the dangers of superstition have 
been felt by all those who have sincerely taken 
to heart tne interest of the human species. 
This, without doubt, is the reason why phi- 
losophy, which is the fruit of reflection, was 
almost always at open war with reli^on, 
which, as we have shown, is itself the fruit of 
ignorance, of imposture, of enthusiasm, and 
of imagination. 



nevertheless, the least known ; nay, 
time has only rendered it more impos- 
sible to be conceived. If Grod be such 
as modem theology depicts him, he 
he must be himself a God who is ca- 
pable of fonning an idea of him.* We 
know little of man, we hardly know 
ourselves and our own faculties, and 
we are disposed to reason upon a being 
inaccessible to all our senses ! Let us, 
then, travel in peace over the line de- 
scribed for us by nature, without di- 
verging from it, to run after chimeras ; 
let us occupy ourselves with our true 
happiness ; let us profit by the benefits 
which are spread before us ; let us la- 
bour to multiply them, by diminishing 
the number of our errours ; let us sub- 
mit to those evils which we cannot 
avoid ; and do not let us augment them 
by filling our mind with prejudices cal- 
culated to lead it astray. When we 
shall reflect on it, every thing will 
clearly prove that the pretended science 
of God, is, in truth, nothing but a pre- 
sumptuous ignorance, masked under 
pompous and unintelligible words. In 
short, let us terminate unfruitful re- 
searches ; let us, at least, acknowledge 

* A modern poet has composed a piece of 
poetry, that received the sanction of the 
French academy, upon the aUributes qf God^ 
in which the following line was particularly 
applauded : — 
^^ To saywhat he is, 'twere -iceu io behimself.^ 
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our invincible ignorance ; it will be i 
more advantageous to us than an ar- i 
rogant science, which hitherto has done \ 
nothing more than sow discord on the 
earth and affliction in our hearts. 

In supposing a sovereign intelligence, i 
who governs the world ; in supposing [ 
a God, who exacts from his creatures 
that they should know him, that they 
should be convinced of his existence, of 
his wisdom, of his power, and who is 
desirous they should render him hom- 
age, it must be allowed, that no man 
on earth completely fulfils in this re- 
spect the views of Providence. Indeed, 
nothing is more demonstrable than the 
impossibility in which the theologians 
find themselves to form to their mind 
any idea whatever of their Divinity.* 
The weakness and the obscurity of the 
proofs which they give of his existence ; 
the contradictions into which they fall ; 
the sophisms and the begging of the 
question which they employ, evidently 
prove that they are very frequently in 
the greatest incertitude upon the nature 
of the being with whom it is their pro- 
fession to occupy themselves. But, 
granting that they have a knowledge 
of him, that his existence, his essence, 
and his attributes were so fully demon- 
strated to them as not to leave one 
doubt in their mind, do. the rest of hu- 
man beings enjoy the same advantage? 
Ingenuously, how many persons will 
be found in the world who have the 
leisure, the capacity, and the penetra- 
tion necessary to understand what is 
meant to be designated under the name 
of an immaterial being, of a pure spi- 
rit, who moves matter, without being 
matter himself; who is the motive- 
power of nature, without being con- 
tained in nature, and without being 
able to touch it ? Are there, in the most 
religious societies, many persons who 
are in a state to follow their spiritual 
guides in those subtile proofs which 
they give them of the existence of the 
God which they make them adore? 



* Procopius, the first bishop of the Gk)ths, 
says, in a very solemn manner : " I esteem it i 
a very foolish temeritv to be disposed to pene- ! 
trate Into the knowledge of the nature of God." I 
And farther on he acknowledges, that he " has \ 
nothing more to say of him, except that he i 
is perfectly good. He who knoweth more, 
wheth er he be ecclesiastic or layman, has only 
to tell it." 



Very few men. without doubt, are 
capable of a proiound and connected 
meditation ; the exercise of thought is. 
for the greater part, a labour as painful 
as it is unusual. The people, obliged to 
toil hard in order to subsist, are conii- 
monly incapable of reflection. Nobles, 
men of the world, women, and young 
people, occupied with their own afiairs, 
with the care of gratifying their pas- 
sions, of procuring themselves pleasure, 
think as rarely as the uninformed. 
There are not, perhaps^ two men in a 
hundred thousand, who have seriously 
asked themselves the question, what it 
is they understand by the word God? 
whilst it is extremely rare to find per- 
sons to whom the existence of God is 
a problem: nevertheless, as we have 
said, conviction supposes that evidence 
which can alone procure certitude to 
the mind. Where, then, are the men 
who are convinced of the existence of 
their Grod ? Who are those in whom 
we shall find the complete certitude of 
this pretended truth, so important to 
all ? Who are the persons who have 
given themselves an accurate account 
of the ideas which they have formed 
to themselves upon the Divinity, upon 
his attributes, and upon his essence ? 
Alas! I see in the whole world onlyt 
some speculators, who, by dint of oc-) 
cupying themselves with him, have J "^ 
foolishly believed they have discovered \ 
somethmg in the confused and uncon- 
nected wanderings of their imagina- 
tion ; they have endeavoured to form 
a whole, which, chimerical as it is, 
they have accustomed themselves to 
consider as really existing : by dint of 
musing upon it, they have sometimes 
persuaded themselves they saw it dis- 
tinctly, and they have succeeded in 
making others believe it, who have 
not mused upon it quite so much as 
themselves. 

It is only upon hearsay that the mass 
of the people adore the Grod of their 
fathers and their priests : authority, 
confidence, submission, and habit, take ' 
place of conviction and proofs ; they^ 
prostrate themselves, and pray, be* x 
cause their fathers have taught them 
to fall down and worship ; but where^ 
fore have these fallen upon their knees? 
It is because, in times far-distant, their 
legislators and their guides have im- 
posed it on them as a duty " A'''^*^ 
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ari'l fwlipvo," have fhey been told, 
•• ilniHi* (fiuN. whom ye cannot com- 
pri'iifMil ; vi<*ld yourselves in this re- 
sjHTi lo our profound wi'^dom ; we 
know more than you about the Dt- 
\i!iiiv." But wherefore >houId I take 
ifti- matter on your authority ? It is 
I fi-au^e God wilN it thus ; it is be- 
ij»UM» God will punish you, if vou dare 
■f-ii-i. Hut is not this God the thing 
n iiue^lion ? And yet. men have al- 
ways satisfied themselves with this 
rin-le of errours ; the idleness of iheir 
mind made them find it more easy to 
yifld themselves to the judgment of 
others. All religious notions are uni- 
formly founded on authority ; all the 
reliijions of the world forbid examina- 
tion, and are not disposed that men 
should reason upon them ; it is author- 
ity that wills thej' should believe in 
God ; this God is himself founded 
solely upon the authority of some men, 
who pretend to have a knowledge of 
him, and to be sent to announce him 
to the earth. A God made by men. 
has. without doubt, occasion for men 
to make him known to men.* 

Is it not, then, for the priests, the 

• Mt-n are always as credulous as children 
upon ihow; obji'cts wliirh relate to religion ; 
as tlii'V comprehend nothini; about it, and are 
nevtrlliel«s8 told that they must believe it, 
they imagine they nin no risk in joining senii- 
nienls with their priests, whom they suppose 
to have been al)le to dincover that which they 
do not themselves understand. The most 
rational people say to iheniHelves, What shall I 
do? what intcrt:it can so many people have to 
dcreire ? I say to them, they do deceive you, 
either because they are tliemselvcs deceived, 
or because they have a great interest in de- 
ceiving you. 

By the confession of the theologians them- 
selves, men are without religion : they have 
only superstition. Superstition, according to 
them, is a worship of the Divinity^ badly un- 
derstood and irrational, or else, a worship 
rendered to a false Divinity. But where are 
the people or the clergy, who will allow that 
their Divinity is false, and their worship irra- 
tional ? How shall it be decided, who is right 
or who is wrong? It is evident, that in this 
affair, all men are equally wrong. Indeed, 
Buddseus, in his Treatise on Atheism, tells us : 
" In order that a religion may be true, not only 
the object of the worship must be true, but we 
must also have a just idea of it. He, then, 
who adores Grod, without knowing him, adores 
him in a perverse and corrupt manner, and is 
guilty of superstition." This granted, could 
It not be demanded of all the theologians in 
the world, if they can boast of havinsr a iuM 
idea, or a real knowledge of the 



. inspired, and the metaphysicians, that 
the conviction of the existence of a 
God would be reserved, which is never- 
I theless said to be so necessary for the 
! whole human species ? Bui shall we 
; find any harmony among the theol<^- 
cal notions of the different inspired 
men, or those thinkers who are scat- 
tered over the earth ? Those them- 
selves, who make a profession of ador- 
ing the same Grod, are they in accord 
with respect to him ? Are they coa- 
tented with the proofs which their col- 
leagues bring of his existence? Do 
thev unanimously subscribe to the ideas 
which they present upon his nature, 
upon his conduct, upon the manner of 
understanding his various oracles ? Is 
there one country on earth where the 
science of Grod is really perfectionated ? 
Has this science obtained any degree of 
that consistency and uniformity which 
we see attached to human knowledge, 
in the most futile arts, or in those 
trades which are most despised ? The 
words spirit^ immateriality^ creation^ 
predestination^ grace ; this multitude 
of subtile distinctions with which the- 
ology is throughout filled in some coun- 
tries ; these inventions, so ingeniously 
imagined by those thinkers who have 
succeeded each other during so many 
ages, have done no more, alas ! thai: 
perplex things ; and hitherto the sci 
ence the most necessary to man. has 
never been able to acquire the least 
degree of stability. For thousands of 
vears past, these idle dreamers have 
been relieving each other to meditate 
on the Divinity, to divine his conceal- 
ed ways, to invent hypotheses suita- 
ble to develop this important enigma. 
Their slender success has not at all 
discouraged theological vanity 3 they 
have always spoken of Grod ; they 
have disputed ; they have cut each 
others' throats for him ; and this sub- 
lime being nevertheless remains the 
most unknown and the most exam- 
ined.* 



♦ If things were coolly examined, it would 
be acknowledged that religion is by no means 
formed for the greater part of mankind, who 
are utterly incapable of comprehending any 
of those aerial subtil tics upon which it rests. 
Who is the man that miderstands any thing 
of the fundamental principles of his religion ; 
of the spirituality of God ; of the imatenahty 
of the soul ; of the mysteries of which he is 
4very *1« v '^ Are there many people who 
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Men -woukl have been lou happy, if, 
confining themselves to those visible 
objects which interest them, they had 
employed, in perfectionating the real 
sciences, the laws, the morals, and their 
education, half those efforts which they 
have wasted in their researches after 
the Divinity. They had been also 
much wiser, and more fortunate, if they 
had agreed, to let their idle and un- 
employed guides quarrel between them- 
selves, and fathom those depths calcu- 
lated to stun and amaze them without 
intermeddling with their irrational dis- 
putes. But it is the essence of igno- 
rance to attach importance to every 
thing it does not understand. Human 
vanity makes the mind bear up against 
difficulties. The more an object eludes 
our inquiry, the more efforts we make 
to conapass it, because, from thence, 
our pride is spurred on, our curiosity 
IS irritated, and it appears interesting 
to us. On the other hand, the longer 
and more laborious our researches have 
been, the more importance we attach 
to our real or pretended discoveries, 
the more we are desirous not to have 
lost our time; besides, we are always 
ready to defend warmly the soundness 
of our judgment. Do not let us, then, 
be surprised at the interest which ig- 
norant people have at all times taken 
in the discoveries of their priests ; nor 
at the obstinacy which these have al- 
ways manifested in their disputes. In- 
deed, in combating for his God, each 
fought only for the interests of his own 
vanity, which, of all human passions, 
is the most quickly alarmed, and the 
most suitable to produce very great 
follies. 

If, throwing aside for a moment the 
fatal ideas which theology gives us of 
a capricious God, whose partial and 
despotic decrees decide the condition 
of human beings, we would only fix 
our eyes upon his pretended goodness, 
which all men, even when trembling 
before this God, agree to give him : if 
we suppose him to have in view what 

can boast of perfectly understanding the state 
of the question in those theological specula- 
tions, which have frequently the power of 
disturbing the repose of mankind ? Never- 
theless, even women believe themselves ob- 
iigec! to take a part in the quarrels excited by 
jcle speculators, who are of less utility to so- 
ciety than the meanest artisan. 
No. X.— 37 



they have ascribed to him ; to hive 
laboured only to his own glory ; to 
exact the homage of intelligent beings; 
to seek in all his works only the well- 
being of the human species : how can 
we reconcile all this with the igno- 
rance, truly invincible, in which this 
God, so glorious and so good, leaves 
the greater part of mankind with re- 
spect to him ? If God is desirous to be 
known, cherished, and thanked, where- 
fore does he not show himself, under 
favourable traits, to all those intelligent 
beings, by whom he would be loved 
and adored ? Wherefore does he not 
manifest himself to all the earth in an 
unequivocal manner, much more likely 
to convince us than those particular 
revelations which appear to accuse ihe 
Divinity of a fatal partiality for some 
of his creatures ? Has the omnipotent 
no better means of showing himself to 
men than those ridiculous metamor- 
phoses, those pretended incarnations, 
which are attested by writers so little 
in harmony with each other ? Instead 
of such a number of miracles, invented 
to prove the divine mission of so many 
legislators held in reverence by the 
different people of the world, could not 
the sovereign of minds have convinced 
at once the human mind of those things 
with which he was desirous it should 
be acquainted ? In the room of sus- 
pending a sun in the vaulted firmament ; 
in lieu of diffusing without order the 
stars and constellations, which fill up 
the regions of space, would it not have 
been more conformable to the views ot 
a God so jealous of his glory, and so 
well-intentioned towards man, to have 
written, in a manner not liable to dis- 
pute, hi's name, his attributes, his ever- 
lasting will, in indelible characters, 
and equally legible to all the inhabit- 
ants of the earth?* No one, then, 
could have doubted the existence of a 
God, of his manifest will, of his visible 
intentions ; no mortal would have dared 

* I foresee that the theologians will oppose 
to this passage, their caeli enarrant gloriam 
Dei. But we shall reply to them, mat the 
heavens prove nothing, except the power of 
nature, the immutability of its laws, tne power 
of attraction, of repulsion, of gravitation, the 
energy of matter; and that the heavens in no 
way announce the existence of an immaterial 
cause, of a God who is in contradiction with 
himself, and who can never do that which he 
wishes to do. 
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to place himself in a situation to attract 
his wrath : in *>h(>rt. no man would have 
haJ the audacity td have iinpo<ied on 
men in hi'« name, or to have interpreted 
hi-^ will, according to his own whim 
and raprice. 

Thf'ilii^y i'« truly the vessel of the 
Danaide<>. By dint of contradictory 
i|ualitie<« and hold as«ertion<«. it has so 
«> hark led it< Gud. as to make it impos- 
siMe for him to act. Indeed, wnen 
evrii we should suppose the existence 
of the theulo^iral God. and the reality 
of iho^f attribute**. >o discordant, whicn 
art* jjiven him. we can conclude nothing 
fnnii them to authorize the conduct or 
sant'tiun the worship which they pre- 
scribed. If God be infinitely good, 
what reaxin have we to fear him ? If 
he Ik? infinitely wise, wherefore disturb 
our'ielves with our condition ? If he 
be omniscient, wherefore inform him of 
our wants, and fatigue him with our 
players ? If he be omnipresent, where- 
fore erect temples to him ? If he be 
Lord of all, wherefore make sacrifices 
and offerinc^^ to him ? If he be just, 
wherefore oelieve that he punishes 
tho^e creatures whom he has filled 
with imbecility ? If his grace works 
every thing in man, what reason has 
he to reward him ? If he be omnipo- 
tent, how can he be offended ; and how 
can we resist him ? If he be rational, 
how can he be enraged against those 
blind mortals to whom he has left the 
liberty of acting irrationally ? If he be 
immutable, by what right shall we pre- 
tend to make him change his decrees? 
If he be inconceivable, wherefore should 
we occupy ourselves with him 7 If he 
h?.s spoken, wherefore is the universe 
not convinced ? If the knowledge of 
a "^od be the most necessary thing, 
wherefore is it not more evident and 
more manifest? 

But, on the other hand, the theologi- 
cal God has two faces. Nevertheless, 
if he be wrathful, jealous, vindictive, 
and wicked, as theology supposes him 
to be, without being disposed to allow 
it, we shall no longer be justified in 
addressing our prayers to him, nor in 
sorrowfully occupying ourselves with 
his idea. On the contrary,, for our 
present happiness, and for our quiet, 
we ought to make a point of banishing 
him from our thought ; we ought to 
place him in the rank of those neces- 



rary erils. which are only &ggraT&'jr: 
bv a consideration of them. Ini^el 
it €rod be a tyrant, how is it pcssib> 
to love him?' Are not affection tod 
tenderness sentiments incompatible 
with habitual fear? How coold ve 
experience love for a master who gires 
to his slaves the liberty of c^miiiig 
him. to the end that he may take them 
on their weak side, and punish theiD 
with the utmost barbarity ? If to this 
odious character, God has joined om- 
nipotence ; if he hold in his hands the 
unhappy playthings of this fantastic 
cruelty, what can we conclude froa 
it ? Nothing ; save that, whatever cf 
forts we may make to escape our de& 
tiny, we shall always be incapacitatec 
to withdraw ourselves from it. If a 
Grod, cruel or wicked by his nature, \n 
armed with infinite power, and tab 
pleasure in rendering us eternally mis 
erable, nothing will divert him froa 
it ; his wickedness will always pursui 
its course ; his malice would, withoa 
doubt, prevent him from paying an] 
attention to our cries ; nothing woolc 
be able to soften his obdurate heart. 

Thus, under whatever point of vici« 
we contemplate the theological God 
we have no worship to render him, nc 
prayers to offer up to him. If he hi 
perfectly good, intelligent, equitable 
and wise, what have we to ask of himi 
If he be supremely wicked, if he b€ 
gratuitously cruel, as all men believe 
without daring to avow it, our evils 
are without remedy ; such a Grod would 
deride our prayers, and, sooner or la- 
ter, we should be obliged to submit tc 
the rigour of the lot which he has des- 
tined for us. 

This granted, he who can undeceive 
himself with regard to the afiHicting 
notions of the Divinity, has this ad- 
vantage over the credulous and trem- 
bling superstitious mortal, that he es- 
tablishes in his heart a momentar) 
tranquillity, which, at least, renders 
him happy in this life. If the study 
of nature has banished from him those 
chimeras with which the superstitious 
man is infested, he enjoys a securit) 
of which this one is himself deprived 
In consulting nature, his fears are dis 
sipated ; his opinions, true or false, be 
come steady ; and a calm succeeds ihi 
storm which panic terrours and waver 
ing notions excite in the hearts of al 
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men who occupy themselves with the 
Divinity. If the human soul, cheered 
by philosophy, had the boldness to con- 
sider things coolly, it would no longer 
behold the universe governed by an 
implacable tyrant, always ready to 
strike. If he were rational, h^ would 
see that, in committing evil, he did not 
disturb nature ; that he did not outrage 
his author ; he injures himself alone, 
or he injures other beings, capable of 
feeling the eflfects of his conduct ; from 
thence, he knows the line of his duties ; 
he prefers virtue to vice, and for his 
own permanent repose, satisfaction, 
and felicit) in this world, he feels him- 
self interested in the practice of vir- 
tue, in rendering it habitual to his 
heart, in avoiding vice, in detesting 
crime, during the whole time of his 
abode amongst intelligent and sensible 
beings, from whom he expects his hap- 
piness. By attaching himself to these 
rules, he will live contented with him- 
self, and be cherished by those who 
shall be capable of experiencing the 
influence of his actions ; he will ex- 
pect, without inquietude, the term when 
his existence shall have a period ; he 
will have no reason to dread the exist- 
ence which shall follow the one he at 
present enjoys ; he will not fear to be 
deceived in his reasonings ; guided by 
demonstration and honesty, he will 
perceive, that, if contrary to his expec- 
tation, there did exist a good God, he 
would not punish him for his involun- 
tary errours, depending upon the organ- 
ization he should have received. 

Indeed, if there did exist a God ; if 
God were a being full of reason, equity, 
and goodness, and not a ferocious, irra- 
tional, and malicious genius, such as 
religion is pleased so frequently to de- 
pict him ; what could a virtuous athe- 
ist have to apprehend, who, believing 
at the moment of his death he falls 
asleep for ever, should find himself in 
the presence of a God whom he should 
have mistaken and neglected during 
his life ? 

"O, God!" would he say, "father, 
who ha>t rendered thyself mvisible to 
thy. child ! inconceivable and hidden 
autnor, whom I could not discover ! 
pardon me, if my limited understand- 
ing has not been able to know thee in 
a nature where every thing has ap- 
peared to me to be necessary ! Excuse 



me, if my sensible heart has net dis- 
cerned thine august traits under those 
of the austere tyrant whom supersti- 
tious mortals tremblingly adore. 1 could 
only see a phantom in that assemblage 
of irreconcilable qualities, with which 
the imagination has clothed thee. Fow 
should my coarse eyes perceive thee 
in a nature in which all my senses have 
never been able to know but material 
beings and perishaole forms ? Could 
I, by the aid of <hese senses, discover 
thy spiritual essence, of which they 
could not furnish any proof? ♦How 
should I find the invariable demonstra- 
tion of thy goodness in thy works, 
which I saw as frequently prejudicial 
as favourable to the beings of my spe- 
cies ? . My feeble brain, obliged to 
form Its judgments after its own capa- 
city, could it judge of thy plan, of thy 
wisdom, of thine intelligence, whilst 
the universe presented to me only a 
continued mixture of order and confu- 
sion, of good and of evil, of formation 
and destruction ? Have I been able to 
render homage to thy justice, whilst I 
so frequently saw crime triumphant 
and virtue in Inars ? Could I acknow- 
ledge the voice of a being filled with 
wisdom, in those ambiguous, contra- 
dictory, and puerile oracles which im- 
postors published in thy name, in the 
different countries of the earth which 
I have quitted ? If I have refused to 
believe thine existence, it is because I 
have not known, either what thou 
couldst be, or where thou couldst be 
placed, or the qualities which could be 
assigned to thee. My ignorance is ex- 
cusable, because it was invincible : my 
mind could not bend itself under the 
authority of some men, who acknow- 
ledged themselves as little enlightened 
upon thine essence as myself, and 
who, for ever disputing amongst them- 
selves, were in harmony only in im- 
periously crying out to me to sacri- 
fice to them that reason which thou 
hast given men. But, O Grod I if thou 
cherishest thy cre^ures, I also have 
cherished them like thee ; I have en- 
deavoured to render them happy in the 
sphere in which I have lived. If thou 
art the author of reason, I have always 
listened to it, and followed it ; if vir- 
tue please thee, my heart has always 
honoured it ; I have never outraged 
it ; and, whe" ray powers have permit 
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trd inc. I have myself practised it ; I was 
ait allVctionate hiisLand, a tender father, 
a biiicere friend, a faithful and zealous 
citi/cn. I have held out consolation 
to the atllictfd : if the foihles of my 
nature h:ivt> heen injurious to myself, 
or incoiiiniodious to others, I have not, 
at U'a^t. iiiiuie the unfortunate groan 
uinlrr the weight of my injustice ; I 
have un{ devoured the substance of the 
)>oor ; I have nut seen without pity the 
wi<ln\v-s tear"* ; I have not heard with- 
out r(»inuiiMTation the cries of the or- 
phan. If thuu didst render man so- 
eiahle. if thou wast di'-ipuned that so- 
ciety >houU] subsist and be happy, I 
have been the enemy of all those who 
oppre>sed him, or deceived him, in or- 
der that they m'lv^Ut take advantage of 
his misfortunes. 

"If I have thoufifhl amiss of thee, it 
is because my understanding could nut 
cnnreive thee ; if I have spoken ill of 
thee, it is iH'cause my heart, partaking 
too much of human nature, revolted 
against the odious portrait which was 
nainted of thee. My wanderings have 
been the effect of a temperament which 
thou hast given me ; of the circum- 
stances in which, without my consent, 
thou hast placed me ; of those ideas 
which, in despite of me, have entered 
into my mind. If thou art good and 
just, as we are assured thou art, thou 
canst not puni<h me for the wanderings 
of my imagination, for faults caused by 
my passions, which are the necessary 
conse(|ueiice of the organization which 
I have received from thee. Thus, I 
cannot fear thee, I cannot dread the 
condition which thou preparest for me. 
Thy goodness cannot have permitted 
that I should incur punishments for in- 
evitable errours. Wherefore didst thou 
not rather prevent mv bein^ born, than 
have called me into the rank of intelli- 
gent beings, there to enjoy the fatal 
liberty of rendering myself unhappy ? 
If thou punishest me with severity, and 
eternally, for having listened to the 
reason which thou gavest me ; if thou 
correctest me for my illusions ; if thou 
art wroth, because my feebleness has 
made me fall into those snares which 
thou hast every where spread for me ; 
thou wilt be the most cruel and the 
most unjust of tyrants ; thou wilt not 
be. a Gud, but a malicious demon, to 
whom I shall be obliged to yield, and 



satiate the barbarity ; but of whom \ 
shall at least congratulate myself to 
have for some time shook off the in- 
supportable yoke." 

It is thus that a disciple of nature 
would speak, who, transported all at 
once into the imaginary regions, should 
there find a God, of whom all the ideas 
were in direct contradiction to those 
which wisdom, goodness, and justice 
furnish us here. Indeed, theolc^ ap- 
pears to have been invented only co 
overturn in our mind all natural ideas. 
This illusory science seems to be bent 
on making its Grod a being the mosi 
contradictory to human reason. It is, 
nevertheless, according to this reasor 
that we are obliged to judge in this 
world ; if in the other, nothing is con- 
formable to this, nothing is of more in- 
utility than to think of it, or reasor 
upon it. Besides, wherefore leavf 
it to the judgment of men, who an 
themselves only enabled to judge lib 
us? 

However, in supposing Grod the ao< 
thor of all, nothing is more ridiculous 
than the idea of pleasing him, or irrita- 
ting him by our actions^ our thoughts 
or our words ; nothing is more incon 
elusive than to imagine that man, the 
work of his hands, can have merits oi 
demerits with respect to him. It is 
evident that he cannot injure an om- 
nipotent being, supremely happy bj 
his essence. It is evident that he'can- 
not displease him, who has made hm 
what he is: his passions, his desires 
and his propensities, are tne necessary 
consequence of the organization whicl 
he has received ; the motives whirl 
determine his will towards food oi 
evil, are evidently due to qualities in 
herent to the beings which Grod place: 
around him. If it be an intelligent be 
ing who has placed us in the circtmi 
stances in which we are, who has giv- 
en the properties to those causes which, 
in acting upon us, modify our will 
how can we offend him ? If I havs i 
tender, sensible, and compassiorat( 
soul, it is because I have received t orr 
God organs easily moved, from wheace 
results a lively imagination, which e lu- 
cation has cultivated. If I am insen 
sible and cruel, it is because he ha^ 
given me only refractory organs, fr^n 
whence results an imagination of litth 
feelinsr. and a heart difficult to ht 



MEN'S IDEAS OF THE DIVINITY, &c. 



tifS 



touched. If I profess a religion, it is 
because I have received it from parents, 
from v^^hora it did not depend upon me 
to receive my birth, who professed it 
before me, whose authority, example, 
and instructions, have obliged my mind 
to conform itself to theirs. Ii I am 
incredulous, it is because, little sus- 
ceptible of fear or enthusiasm for un- 
known objects, my circumstances have 
so ordered it, that I should undeceive 
myself of the chimeras with which I 
had occupied myself in my infancy. 

It is, then, for want of reflecting on 
his principles, that the theologian tells 
us that man can please or displease 
the powerful God who has formed him. 
Those who believe they have merited 
"well, or deserved punishment of their 
God, imagine that this being will be 
obliged to them for the organization 
which he has himself given them, and 
will punish them for that which he 
has refused them. In consequence of 
this idea, so extravagant, the aflection- 
ate and tender devotee flatters himself 
he shall be recompensed for the warmth 
of his imagination. The zealous dev- 
otee doubts not that his God will some 
day reward him for the acrimony of 
his bile or the heat of his blood. Pen- 
itent, frantic, and atrabilious beings, 
imagine that Grod will keep a register 
of those follies which their vicious 
organization or their fanaticism make 
them commit ; and, above all, will be 
extremely contented with their melan- 
choly humour, the gravity of their 
countenance, and their antipathy to 
pleasure. Devotees, zealous, obstinate, 
and quarrelsome beings, cannot per- 
suade themselves that their God, which 
they always form after their own mod- 
el, can be favourable to those who are 
more phlegmatic, who have less bile 
in their composition, or have a cooler 
blood circulating through their veins. 
Each mortal believes his own organi- 
zation is the best, and the most con- 
formable to that of his God. 

What strange ideas must these blind 
mortals have of their Divinity, who 
imagine that the absolute master of all 
can be oflended with the motions which 
take place in their body or in their 
mind ! What contradiction, to think 
that his unalterable happiness can he 
disturbed, or his plan deranged, by the 
transitory shocks which the impercep- 



tible fibres of the brain of one of his 
creatures experience. Theology gives 
us ver}' ignoble ideas of a God, of 
whom, however, it is unceasingly ex- 
alting the power, the greatness, and 
the goodness. 

Without a very marked derangement 
of our organs, our sentiments hardly 
ever vary upon those objects which our 
senses, experience, and reason have 
clearly demonstrated to us. In what- 
ever circumstances we are found, we 
have no doubt either upon th^ white- 
ness of snow, the light of day, or the 
utility of virtue. It is not so with those 
objects which depend solely on our im- 
agination, and which are not proved to ' 
us by the constant ^evidence of our 
senses ; we judge of them variously, 
according to the disposition in which 
we find ourselves. These dispositions 
vary by reason of the mvolutary im- 
pressions whichxour organs receive at 
each instant on the part of an infinity 
of causes, either exterior to us, or con- 
tained within our own machine. These 
organs are, without our knowledge, 
peipetually modified, relaxed, or bent, 
by the greater or less weight or elasti- 
city in the air; by heat or cold, by dry- 
ness or humidity, by health or sickness, 
by the heat of the blood, by the abun- 
dance of the bile, by the state of the 
nervous system, &c. These different 
causes necessarily have an influence 
on the momentary ideas, thoughts, and 
opinions of man. He is, consequent- 
ly, obliged to see variously those ob- 
jects which his imagination presents 
to him, without being able to be cor- 
rected by experience and memory. 
Here is the reason why man is obliged 
continually to see his God and his re- 
ligious chimeras under different aspects. 
In a moment when his fibres find them- 
selves disposed to tremble, he will be 
cowardly and pusillanimous, he will 
think ofthis God only with trembling; in 
a moment when these same fibres shall 
be more firm, he will contemplate this 
same God with more coolness. The 
theologian, or the priest, will call his 
pusillanimity, inward feeling, warn- 
ing from Heaven, secret inspiration ; 
but he who knows man, will say that 
this is nothing but a mechanical mo- 
tion, produced oy a physical or natural 
cause. Indeed, it is by a pure physi- 
cal mechanism that we can explain all 
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iir iiiiirli, in a stale iif health, they set which each moment of life must pre- 
iliiwu lit thrir true value, are then re- sent under a different form f It would 
iih/fd. They tremble, because the then lie an irradDtinl enterprise to at- 
lii.ii'liijie is I'lifechled ; they are irra- tempi to prescribe lo men what they 
lioiijl. Iii-rause the brain * incapable ought lo think of religion and of God, 
lifi'Viii'lly rullilliiis its functions. Ilia which are entirely under the cogni- 
.■li.li'iii liiat rbe-Biire the true chances- zance of the imagination, and for winch, 
wMili llii' prie.-its have the knavery lo as we have very frequently repeated, 
iinki' n-c of asninsl iiicrt'dulily, and mortals will never have any common 
Iri'iii wiiii'b tlii'V ilriiw pniid's of the re- standard. To combat the religious 
iiliry iif(iii-ir -tibliine opinions. Those opinions of nien, is to combat with 
.■n,i)>/KirjiM, ur lliosc cliaiiscs, which their imagiiiaiiou, wilh their ofganiza- 
take pliiri- ill the ideas of men, hare lion, and with their habits, which suf- 
aKv:iv- tlieir orieiu in some physical fice lo identify with their existence the 
d.r.iii'.Tiiii-nt of ihcir machine, brought most absurd undlheleaslfoundedideas. 
nil i'\ 'iiiiiirin, or by some natural and The mote imagination men hare, the 
known cMuse. greater enthusiasts will they be in mal- 

Siidjcrii'd to the conlinuni influence ters of reliffion, and reason will be less 
of pbysii'iil causes, our systeilis, then capable of undeceiving them of iheif 
al»'ays follow the vanaiions of our chimeras: these chimeras will become 
biHly'; we ri'ason well when our body a food necessary for their ardent im- 
is lieahliy and -VfeU-eoastiluted ; we agination. In fine, to combat the reli- 
reasun Imdly when this body is de- gious notions of men, is to combat the 
ranited j from thence our ideas discon- paasion which they have for the mar- 
neci themselves, we are no longer ca- vellous. In despite of reason, those 
pnlileof !i-si>i'ialing them with preci- jwrsona who have a lively imagma- 
sion. of tindilliT OU plin ipll's. lo draw lion, Ate perpetually reconducted to 
from tliein ju*t inferences; the brain those chimeras which habiliender dear 
is sliaken, and we no longer see anv to them, even when they are trouble- 
thing under its true point of view, some and fatal. Thus, a tender soul 
Such a man does not see hi* Ood. in has occasion lor a tiod ihat loves him ; 
frosiT weather, under the same traits the happy enthusiast needs a God who 
as in cloudy and rainy weather- >"• 'awards him: the unfortunate enthu 
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siast wants a God, who takes part in 
his sorrows ; the melancholy devotee 
has occasion for a God who chagrins 
him, and who maintains him in that 
trouble which has become necessary 
to his diseased organization ; the fran- 
tic penitent needs a cruel God, who 
imposes on h^m an obligation to be in- 
human towards himself; whilst the 
furious fanatic would believe himself 
unhappy if he were deprived of a God 
who orders him to make others experi- 
ence the effects of his inflamed humours 
and of his unruly passions. 

He is, without question, a less dan- 
C^erous enthusiast who feeds himself 
<¥ith agreeable illusions, than he whose 
soul is tormented by odious spectres. 
If a virtuous and tender mind does not 
commit ravages in society, a mind agi- 
tated by incommodious passions, can- 
not fail to become, sooner or later, 
troublesome to his fellow-creatures. 
The Grod of a Socrates, or of a Fene- 
lon, may be suitable to minds as gentle 
as theirs ; but he cannot be the God 
of a whole nation, in which it will al- 
ways be extremely rare to find men of 
their , temper. The Divinity, as we 
have frequently said, will always be 
for the greater portion of mortals a 
frightful chimera, calculated to disturb 
their brain, to set their passions afloat, 
and to render them injurious to their 
associates. If honest men only see 
their God as filled with goodness ; vi- 
cious, restless, inflexible, and wicked 
men, will give to their God their own 
character, and will authorize them- 
selves, from this example, to give a 
free course to their own passions. Each 
man can see his chimera only with his 
own eyes ; and the number of those 
who will paint the Divinity as hideous, 
afflicting, and cruel, will be always 
greater and more to be feared, than 
those who describe him under sedu- 
cing colours ; for one mortal whom this 
chimera can render happy, there will 
be thousands which it will make mis- 
erable ; it will be, sooner or later, an 
inexhaustible source of divisions, of 
extravagancies, and of madness ; it 
will disturb the mind of the ignorant, 
over whom impostors and fanatics will 
always have an influence ; it will 
frighten the cowardly and the pusil- 
lanimous, whom their weakness will 
incline to perfidy and cruelty ; it will 



make the most honest tremble, who, 
even while practising virtue, will fear 
the displeasure of a fantastical and ca- 
pricious God ; it will not stop the ))ro- 
gress of the wicked, who will put it 
aside, in order to deliver themselves 
up to crime ; or who will even avail 
themselves of this divine chimera to 
justify their transgressions. In short, 
in the hands of tyrants, this God, who 
is himself a tyrant, will only serve to 
crush the liberty of the people, and 
violate, with impunity, the rights of 
equity. In the hands of priests, this 
God will be a talisman, suitable to in- 
toxicate, blind, and subjugate equally 
tl^ sovereign and the subject ; in fine, 
in the hands of the people, this idol 
will always be a two-edged weapon, 
with which they will give themselves 
the most mortal wounds. 

On the other hand, the theological 
Grod, being, as we have seen, only a 
heap of contradictions ; being repre- 
sented, in despite of his immutability, 
sometimes as goodness itself, some- 
times as the most cruel and the most 
unjust of beings; being besides con- 
templated by men, whose machines 
experience continual variations ; this 
God, I saypcannot at all times appear 
the same to those who occupy them- 
selves with him. Those who form the 
most favourable ideas of him are fre- 
quently obliged to acknowledge that 
the portrait, which they paint to them- 
selves, is not always conformable to 
the original. The most fervent de- 
votees, the most prepossessed enthusi- 
asts cannot prevent themselves from 
seeing the traits of their Divinity 
change ; and if they were capable of 
reasoning, they would feel the want of 
just inference in the conduct which 
they unceasingly hold with respect 
to him. Indeed, would they not see, 
that his conduct appeared to contra- 
dict, every moment, the marvellous 
perfections which they assign to their 
God ? To pray to the Divinity, is it 
not doubting of his wisdom, of his be- 
nevolence, of his providence, of his 
omniscience, and of his immutability ? 
Is it not to accuse him of neglecting 
his creatures, and to ask him to alter 
the eternal decree of his justice, to 
change those invariable laws which 
he has himself determined ? To pray 
to Grod, is it not to say to him : " O, my 
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rirtj. I .ii^k now It'iiiTf your \vi«dom. your' existence, is it not ia the necessuy 
.111::-.- Lfiii**-, imi your iiiHiiito good- ■ order of things? Has it not neces- 
n'-- : liiviTihi'li***. you tor;;ret ' me ;i sari ly entered into the unknown plan 
\i'i .■-»• -ijlit I't" yuur creature: you ' of your God '? Does the stone owe 
:ir> ijMxraiit. or ^uu fei;;n ignorance ' anv thing to the architect for having 
i>r t:;.i*. uhii'h he wants: do you not • juJged it necessary to his building! 
st-r I Mt I ^iitfiT tVoin the marvellous I Do you know better than this stone 
;iT.iu'f::ii-nt whii'h your wi*e laws i the concealed yiews of your God ? If 
h.t''*' iii:i<K' m the universe 1 Nature. ! you are a thinking* and sensible being, 
u.Mt:i«i VfUr ri)imnand<. actually ren-! do you not find that this marveUou3 
li' r« iiiiii*> existence painful : cKansre. ■ plan incommodes you every instant; 
t!j»":i. 1 I'ray you. the e^s^cnce which | do not even your prayers to the arcbi- 
y« nr will h;w Jiiven t'»all being*. See: tect of the world prove that you are 
in.r. ihf I'ltMnent^. at ihi< moment, losv ' discontented ? You were bom witli- 
II. Mv uvuur thoir distinguishing pro- 1 out your consent; your existence is 



]'• fn'- : orji-r it >o. that hcivy bodies 
^fi.il! iioi tall, that tire ^hall not burn, 
tli.ii I'M- britih* fnnm* whirh I have re- 
ft ivr.l IP mi you >h:ill not '^ulftT tho^e 
sh...'K> wii it'll it experiences every in- 
<\Mi\. Kfi'iity, for mv Iwppiness. the 
phi 11 wliii'i) vour infinite prudence has 
iiiirkfl out tVom all eternity." Such 
ar- \rry in'arly tbe prayers whirh men 
tun II ; oui'ii are the ridiculous demands 
wiwfli iln'V I' very moment make to the 
Piviiiiiy, of wh«)m they extol the wis- 
diijii. ill*' iui«'llii;ence, the proviJenci*, 
ail- 1 i!i«' oiuity, whiNt they are hardly 
evor roil (en ted with the eifects of his 
diviiu' pi-rfeotions. 

Mi'ii an* not more consi^stenl in the 
thank^jiviiiiX'! which they believe them- 
si'l\i"«i»hli:jrii ioi»trerhnn. Is it nor just, 
say (hr\, to thank the Divinity for his 
ki:ulin'^s : Would it not be the height 
i»f iiu'iaiitude to refuse our homage to 
lUv auiiior of our existence, and of 
e\ rry ihiuir that contributes to render 
11 airrt'i'aljU' ? I^ul I shall say to them, 
thi'ii your Ood acts from intere>t ; sim- 
ilar lo iiitMi, who, even when they are 
tin' iiio«.t disiiiierested, expect at least 
tiiai wo should ijive them proofs of the 
imiMv>^ion which iheir kindness makes 



precarious ; you suffer against your will; 
your pleasures and your sorrows do not 
depend upon you ; you are not master 
of any thing ; you have not the smallest 
conception of the plan formed by the 
architect of the universe whom yon 
never cease to admire, and in which, 
without your consent, you find your- 
self placed ; you are the continual sport 
of the necessity which you deify : after 
having called you into life, your God 
obliges you to quit it. Where, then, 
are those great obligations which you 
believe you owe to Providence ? This 
same God, who gives you the breath 
of life, who furnishes you your wants, 
who conserves you, does he not in a 
moment ravish from you these pre- 
tended advantages ? If you consider 
existence as the greatest of all benefits, 
is not the loss of this existence, ac- 
cording to yourself, the greatest of all 
evils? If death and sorrow are formi- 
dable evils, do not this grief and death 
efface the benefit of existence, and the 
pleasure that may sometimes accom- 
pany it? If your birth and your fune- 
ral, your enjoyments and your sorrows, 
have equally entered into the views of 
his providence, I see nothing that can 



upon us. Vour God, so powerful, and '• authorize you to thank him. What 
so great, has he occasion that you ' can be the obligations which you have 
should pn)ve to him the sentimcMits to a master who, in despite of you, 
of your acknowledgments? Besides, i obliges you to enter into this world, 
upon what do you found this grati- j there to play a dangerous and unequal 
tuile ? Docs he distribute his benefits i game, by which you may gain or lose 
equally to all men ? Are the greater' an eternal happiness? 
nuinher auionir them contented with ' They speak to us, indeed, of another 
their condition ? you yourself, are you ! life, where we are assured that man 
alwavs satisfied with your existence ? , will be completely happy. But in sup- 
It will ho answered me, without doubt, i posing for a moment the existence of 
that this existence alone is the greatest this other life, which has as little foun- 
of all benefits. Rut how can we look ' dation as that of the being from whom 
upon it as a signal advantage? This.it is expected it were necessary, at 
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least, tor man to suspend his acknow- 
ledgment until he enter into this other 
life : in the life of which we have a 
knowledge, men are much more fre- 
quently discontented than fortunate ; 
if God, in the world which we occupy, 
has not been able or willing to permit 
that his beloved creatures might be 
perfectly happy, how shall we assure 
ourselves that he will have the power 
or the disposition to render them in 
the end more happy than they are 
now ? They will then cite to us the 
revelations, the formal promises of the 
Divinity, who engages to compensate 
his favourites for the sorrows of the 
present life. Let us, for an instant, 
admit the authenticity of these prom- 
ises ; do not these revelations them- 
selves teach us that the divine good- 
ness reserves eternal punishments for 
the greater number of men ? If these 
menaces be true, do mortals, then, owe 
acknowledgments to a God who, with- 
out consulting them, only gives them 
their existence, that they may, with 
the assistance oi their pretended liberty, 
run the risk of rendering themselv^es 
eternally miserable ? Would it not 
have been more beneficial for them not 
to have existed, or at least to have ex- 
isted only like stones or brutes, from 
whom it is supposed God exacts no- 
thing, than to enjoy those extolled 
faculties — the privilege of having me- 
rits or demerits — which may conduct 
intelligent beings to the most frightful 
misfortunes ? In paying attention to 
the small number of the elect, and to 
the great number of the condemned, 
where is the man of feeling who, if 
he had been the master, had consented 
to run the risk of eternal damnation ? 

Thus, under whatever point of view 
we contemplate the theological phan- 
tom, men, if they were consistent, even 
in their errours, neither owe him pray- 
ers, nor homage, nor worship, nor 
thanksgivings. But in matters of re- 
ligion, mortals never reason ; they only 
follow the impulse of their fears, of 
their imagination, of their tempera- 
ment, of their peculiar passions, or 
those guides who have acquired the 
light of controuling their understand- 
ings. Fear has made Gods ; terrour 
unceasingly accompanies them; it is 
impossible to reason when we tremble. 
Thus men will never reason when 

No. X.— 38 . 



there shall be a question of those ob- 
jects of which the vague idea will ever 
be associated to that of terrour. If a 
mild and honest enthusiast sees his 
God only as a beneficent father, the 
greater portion of mortals will only 
view him as a formidable sultan, a dis- 
agreeable tyrant, and a cruel and per- 
verse genius. Thus, this God will al- 
ways be for the human race a danger- 
ous leaven, suitable to imbitter it, and 
put it into a fatal fermentation. If, to 
the peaceable, humane, and moderate 
devotee, could be left the good God 
which he has formed to himself after 
his own heart, the interest of the hu- 
man race demands that an idol should 
be overthrown to which fear has given 
birth, which is nourished by, melan- 
choly, of whom the idea and the name 
are only calculated to fill the universe 
with carnage and with follies. 

We do not, however, flatter ourselves 
that reason will be at all once capable 
of delivering the human race from those 
errours with which so many causes 
united have conspired to poison it. 
The vainest of all projects would be 
the expectation of curing in an instant 
those epidemical and hereditary errours, 
rooted during so many ages, and con- 
tinually fed and corroborated by the 
ignorance, the passions, the customs, 
the interests, the fears, and the calami- 
ties of nations, always regenerating. 
The ancient revolutions of the earth 
have brought forth its first Gods, new 
revolutions would produce new ones, 
if the old ones should chance to be for- 
gotten. Ignorant, miserable, and trem- 
bling beings, will always form to them- 
selves Grods, or else their credulity wili 
make them receive those which im- 
posture or fanaticism shall announce 
to them. 

Then do not let us propose more to 
ourselves than to hold reason to these 
who may be able to understand it ; to 
present truth to those who can sustain 
Its lustre ; to undeceive those who shall 
not be inclined to oppose obstacles to 
demonstration, and who will not obsti- 
nately persist in errour. Let us infuse 
courage into those who have not the 
power to break with their illusions. 
Let us cheer the honest man who is 
much more alarmed by his fears than 
the wicked, who, in despite of his opin- 
ions, always follows his passions ; let 
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i> •'. ii*'-*!*' t!:»M.ii:'ir'iiiK»t«-. \vh 'irr-'ani >acrinced lo uncertain hopes, so fre- 

ii:j ipT a I at! •( prr;u«!i'»'*. wui-'ii he tjuently contradicted by experience. In 

h;i^ ii '. *\,\v\\:\*'\ : \»-i i:* di^^ijviii- i!ie order to convince themselves, let even 

ii..'t ri.Viiii- I :' hmi wh" J«iii?tt*. and rational man consider the numberless 

\v:. , :.:j»!j!:-U"»lv *e«*kin:: al"f»T truth, crimen which the name of God has 

li:.'i- .:. p.'iil"*- j«*jv if^fil* "iily w.ivvr- «*au«»ed upon the earth : let them study 

i::j ■ : .:.: n-. l:!:ir «Ml''uIa!td tutix hi'i hi^ Iriffhtlul histon . and that of his 

111 :. \. I.' t II* i.i!:!-!!! iVi.iii the man ol odioU'^minislers. who have ever}' where 

!:•:.:;.* ^:i- ''!j::ii»r.i uiii-'h iinkt*^ him fanned the spirit of madness, discord. 

w .i-v h> '.-M.t : !t t u* wrt-^i hi* irliminv and lury. Let princes, and subjects 

}■:..« iiT'-ni :> :•.» tii»- intimiiiatfd innrtal. at least, sometimes learn to resist the 

w;. . .:i:;...i Sv in* i-'.vn ft-ar*. Ni-«'i'me< pas*ionsof these pretended interpreters 
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it:\ : l«i u* rnnovf tVom of the Divinity, especially when they 

!>»-ii]j: a (.wild who af- shall command them in his name to 

r\:i*pfr:ii»'> liiin. and be inhuman, intolerant, and barbarous ; 



till' .itr i' lian- ii 
ri;i*l* \:n\, wipi 

wh.i .!■ f- 111 •!.'!::: J Tii««rf lit an kindle his to stifle the cries of nature, the voice 
aiu'«r : !♦•! ii* war from thf fanatic the of eqoity, the remonstrances of reason, 
<;. ! \vh<i anil- iiim with poniard*: let ' and to shut their eyes to the interests 
i:* pliii-k fn'm :iiijii'*ior* and trum ly- : of society. 

ran:* a ^iim! win* *frve* ih»*m to ter- i Feeble mortals ! how long will yoar 
nr\. in*l.\vi'. and de*poil. the human imasrination. so active and so prompt 
'"priMf*, In rfmovimr from honest men " ' ' 

tJHir fi>rmidabK> nniii>n<. let u* not en- 
Ti-ura:;** ihf wirki'd. the enemies of 
M'ri»'iv : lot ij* di'prive them uf tho<e 
rf*i'iiri'f< upon whi«*h they nvkon to 
vxpiait* ihi'ir tran'ii:re<sion'i : to uncer- 
tain aii<i i!i<tant terrours, which cannot 



to seize on the marvellous, continue to 
seek, out of the universe, pretexts to 
make you injurious to yourselves, and 
to the beins^s with whom ye live in 
society ? W'herefore do ye not follow 
in peace the simple and easy route 
which your nature has marked out for 
>ii»p rhrir exr^'HSH*. let u* substitute I ye ? Wherefore strew with thorns the 
tlniNf wliirh are rral and present; let I road of life? Wherefore multiply those 
tlu'in blu*h at ^t-rinur them*elve< what ■ sorrows to which your destiny exposes 
thrv art* : U»i tht-iii iromhle at finding ' ye ? What advantages can ye expect 
tln-ir fun*piratMt'* di*rovered; lot them ! from a Divinity which the united ef- 
havi* the frar of i»m* day sofinj^ thu'«e | forts of the whole human species have 
moriats wboiu iht>y atui^o. cured of the < not been able to make you acquainted 
ornuir* o( whi«'h ilioy avail themselves with ? Be ignorant, then, of that which 
ti) nislave thorn. the human mind is not formed to com- 

If wo ranni't ouro nation* of their prebend; abandon your chimeras ; oc- 
mvtMonto projndioos, lot u< fudeavour. | rupy vourselves with truth; learn the 
nt loa*i. to provont thoni iVom ajain j art of living happy ; perfection your 
falling; into ih«»*o oxro>so* into which = morals, your governments, and your 
roliirion ha* <o fro«iuonily hurried them : • laws ; look to education, to agriculture, 
Ifi men form to ihomsolves chimeras ; I and to the sciences thai are truly use- 
let iliom think of them as they will, i ful ; labour with ardour; obiige nature 
provided thoir reveries do not make ' by your industry to become propitious 
ihom toruot they are men. and that a , to ye. and the iGrods will not be able 
sociable boinir is not made to resemble | to oppose any thing to your felicity, 
ferocious aniinals. Let us balance the | Leave to idle thinkers, and to useless 
fictitious interests of heaven, bv the enthusiasts, the unfruitful labour of 



sensible interests of the earth. Let 
sovereiiins. and the people, at length 
acknowledge that the advantages re- 
sulting from truth, from justice, from 
good laws, from a rational education, 
and from a human and peaceable mo- 
rality, are nmch more solid than those 
which they so vainlv expect from their 
Divinities': let then'i feel that benefits 
so real and so precious ougb* 



fathoming depths from which ye ought 
to divert your attention : enjoy the 
benefits attached to your present ex- 
istence ; augment the number of them ; 
never throw yourselves forward beyond 
your sphere. If you must have chi- 
meras, permit your fellow-creatures to 
have theirs also ; and do nbt cut the 
throats of your brethren, when thev 
■tnot raye in vour own manner, it 
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ye will have Gods, let your imagina- 
tion give birth to t!iem ; but do not 
suffer these imaginary beings so far to 
mtoxicate ye as to make ye mistake 
that which ye owe to those real beings 
with whom ye live. If ye will have 
unintelligible systems, if ye cannot 
be contented without marvellous doc- 
trines, if the mfirmities of your nature 
require an invisible crutch, adopt such 
as may suit with your humour ; select 
those which you may think most cal- 
culated to support your tottering frame, 
do not insist on your neighbours ma- 
king the same choice with yourself: but 
do not suffer these imaginary theories 
to infuriate your mind : always re- 
member that, among the duties you 
owe to the real beings with whom ye 
are associated, the foremost, the most 
consequential, the most immediate, 
stands a reasonable indulgence for the 
foibles of others. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Dtfenct of the SeniiTrunts contained in this 
Work, Of Impiety. Do there exist Atht- 
ists? 

What has been said, in the course 
of this work, ought to be sutficient to 
undeceive tnose men who are capable 
of reasoning on the prejudices to which 
they attach so much importance. But 
the most evident truths must prove 
abortive against enthusiasm, habit, and 
fear ; nothing is more difficult than to 
destroy errour, when long prescrip- 
tion has given it possession of the hu- 
man mind. It is unassailable when it 
is supported by general consent, pro- 
pagated by eaucation, when it has 
grown inveterate by custom, when it 
is fortified by example, maintained by 
authority, and unceasingly nourished 
by the hopes and the fears of the peo- 
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pie, who look upon their errours as a 
remedy for their sorrows. Such are 
the united forces which sustain the 
empire of the Gods in this world, and 
which appear to render their throne 
firm and immoveable. 

We need not, then, be surprised, to 
see the greater number of men cherish 
their own blindness, and fear the truth. 
Every where we find mortals obsti- 
nately attached to phantoms, from | 



which they expect their happiness, 
notwithstanding these phantoms are 
evidently the source of all their sor* 
rows. • Smitten with the uiarvellgus. 
disdaining that which is simple and 
easy to be comprehended, but little in 
structed in the ways of nature, accus 
tomed to neglect the use of their rea- 
son, the uninformed, from age to age, 
prostrate themselves before those in- 
visible powers which they have been 
taught to adore. They address their 
most fervent prayers to them, they im- 
plore them in their misfortunes, they 
despoil themselves for them of the 
fruits of their labour, they are unceas- 
ingly occupied with thanking these' 
vain idols for benefits which they have 
not received, or in demanding of them 
favours which they cannot obtain. 
Neither experience nor reflection can 
undeceive them ; they do not perceive 
that their Gods have always been deaf; 
they ascribe to it their own conduct ; 
they believe them to be irritated ^ they 
tremble, they groan, and thev sigh at 
their feet ; tney strew their altars with 
presents ; they do not see that these 
beings, so powerful, are subjected to 
nature, and are never propitious but 
when this nature is favourable. It is 
thus that nations are the accomplices 
of ihose who deceive them, and are as 
much opposed to truth, as those who 
lead them astray. 

In matters of religion, there are ver)' 
few persons who do not partake, more 
or less, of the opinions of the unin- 
formed. Every man who throws aside 
the received ideas, is generally looked 
upon as a madman, a presumptuous be- 
ing, who insolently believes himself 
much wiser than others. At the ma- 
gical names of religion and the Divinity, 
a sudden and panic terrour takes pos- 
session of men's minds ; and as soon 
as they see them attacked, society is 
alarmed, each imagines that he already 
sees the celestial monarch lift his 
avenging arm against the country 
where rebellious nature has produced 
a monster, with sufficient temerity to 
brave his wrath. Even the most mod- 
erate persons tax the man with folly 
and sedition who dares to contest, with 
this imaginary sovereign, those rights 
which good sense has never examined. 
In consequence, whoever undertakes to 
tear the veil of prejudice, appears an 
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irrati'iKii :>t-iiij. a.'ul a ilan^eruUs citi- 1 tire-power of the unirerse. are accused 



z- II : ;ii^ ^t-iiT>':i-*i' i"* pr^'iiuuuoeJ with 
a ^•■it•■ altii -^t uiiaiiMiU'U> : tlie public 
lU'iu'ii in*>u, ^iirrt-u up 1 y lanatici^in 
iihI lUii-j-Turr, ffii'ltT'" "it iin{>us<ible 
Ii r iiitii l» >• iii;ir«I : I'very one l»f- 
li- '. t - iiiiii«*'it «iiIj'iiM»* if ill* iloe* nut 



oi denying the existence of this power: 
thot^e who found eren' thing that is 
operated in this world, upon coDstant 
and certain laws, are accused of at- 
tributitis tverij thing- to chance ; they 
are taxed with* blindness and delirium 



i:i«l>:.tv tii« \\\x\ :ij:ijji«i hiiii. aiiJ hi< * by those enthusiasts whose iinagina- 
/i:il ih fivi'iir i'l ii it-rriMe GmJ, whose lion, always wandering in a vacuum 
i«,i-rr i* •ii;i[iti*i'il til be provuked. attributes the effects of nature to ficti- 



Ti.'i-. iii»- iiKiii \vii» •'ij!)«u1(s bis rea- 
*«■;». I'lf iii*«-:|ib' • f iKiturt'. i* bioked 
u{'ii!) ;i« :i pulili'* pe^i : tlif enemy uf 
uM injurnai^ piijiittMii i^ reirardtd ii^^ 
ihi' r:K'iiiv ff (hf iiiMiKin <pecie<: In* 
V. iiii wi.i.i 1 I'-i.iMi^lj :i lasting pfa«*r 
aiii>iMj<i {iifii. is treated a^ the disturl>- 
IT I.!" -ii-ii-iy : they unanimously pro- 
si-ril.*.* iji:ii wlm «hi>iild lie di?pO'«ed to 

r\ r ;itlriLrhffd inortaN by breaking 

tli"-t' I'IoIn uiiib'r which prejudice 
h:i- (jMii^i'd tlii-iii tit trviiible. At the 
bart' nil rut* uf an atiiei<«i. (he super^^ti- 
tiou^ man i|iiaki'<. and the deist him- 
M'.:' i- ahimn'cl : ilie priest enters the 
ju«IirMi»Mii-'«eai with fury, tyranny pre- 
p:iri-^ iii« fuMfral ]iile ; the uninformed 
appbtuil liio^e ])iiMi>hment<i which ir- 
nitional lawb dfrrt'e against the true 
fri»*inl of the human species. 

Such are thi/ sentiments which eve- 
rv man nm>i exprct to excite who 
t^liali dari.* to pre-eni to his f<*llow-crea- 
lure> that truth vvhirji all appear to be 
in ^earrh of. hut which all fear to 
tiud, ur cIm* mistake when we are dis- 
po-^ed to >ho\v it to them. Indeed, 
what i> an athei>t ? He is a man, 
who destroys ciiimeras prejudicial to 
tlie human sj^ecios, in order to recon- 
duct men hack to nature, to experience, 
and to reason. He is a thinker, who, 
haviniz: meditated upon matter, its en- 
eri^y, its properties, and its modes of 
actmg, has no occasion, in order to ex- 
plain the phenomena of the universe, 
and the operations of nature, to invent 
ideal powers, imaginary intelligences, 
beings of the imagination, who, far 
from making him understand this na- 
ture better, do no more than render it 
capricious, inexplicable, unintelligible, 
and useless to the happiness of man- 
kind. 

Thus, the only men who can have 
simple and true ideas of nature, are 
considered as absurd or knavish spec- 
ulators. Those who form to them- 



tious causes, which have no existence 
but in their own brain ; to beings of 
the imagination, to chimerical powers, 
which they obstinately persist in pre- 
ferring to real and known causes. No 
man. in his proper senses, can deny 
the energ)' of nature, or the existence 
of a power, by virtue of which matter 
acts and puts itself in motion ; but no 
man can. without renouncing his rea- 
son, attribute this power to a being 
placed out of nature, distinguished from 
matter, having nothing in common 
with it. Is it not saying that this power 
does not exist, to pretend that it re- 
sides in an unknown being, formed by 
a heap of unintelligible qualities, of 
incompatible attributes, from whence 
necessarily results a whole impossible 
to have existence ? The indestructi- 
ble elements, the atoms of Epicurus, 
of which the motion, the meetmg, and 
the combination, have produced all be-, 
ings, are. without doubt, causes much 
more real than the theological Grod. 
Thus, to speak precisely, they are the 
partisans of an imaginary and contra- 
dictor}"^ being, impossible to be con- 
ceived, which the human mind can- 
not compass on any side, who offer us 
nothing but a vague name, of which 
nothing can be affirmed ; they are those, 
I say, who make of such a bemg the cre- 
ator, the author, the preserver of the 
universe, who are irrational. Are not 
those dreamers, who are incapable of 
attaching anv one positive idea to the 
cause of which thpy are unceasingly 
speaking, true atheists? Are not 
those thinkers, who make a pure no- 
thing the source of all the beings, truly 
blind men ? Is it not the height of 
folly to personify abstractions, or nega- 
tive ideas, and then to prostrate our- 
selves before the fiction of our own 
brain ? 

Nevertheless, they are men of this 
temper who regulate the opinions of 



seVes intelligible notions of the mo- I the world, and who hold out to public 
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scorn and vengeance, those who are 
more rational than themselves. If you 
will believe but these profound dream- 
ers, there is nothing short of madness 
and phrensy that can reject in nature 
a motive-power, totally incomprehen- 
sible. Is it, then, delirium to prefer 
the known to the unknown ? Is it a 
crime to consult experience, to call in 
the evidence of our senses, in the ex- 
amination of the thing the most im- 
portant to be known ? Is it a horrid 
outrage, to address ourselves to reason : 
to prefer its oracles to the sublime de- 
cisions of some sophists, who them- 
selves acknowledge that they do not 
comprehend any thing of the Grod 
whom they announce to us ? Never- 
theless, according to them, there is no 
crime more worthy of punishment, 
there is no enterprise more dangerous 
against society, than to. despoil the 
phantom, whicn they know nothing 
about, of those inconceivable qualities, 
and of that imposing equipage, with 
which imagination, ignorance, fear, and 
imposture, have emulated each other 
in surrounding him ; there is nothing 
more impious and more criminal than 
to cheer up mortals against a spectre, 
of which the idea alone has been the 
source of all their sorrows ; there is 
nothing more necessary, than to ex- 
terminate those audacious beings, who 
have sufficient temerity to attempt to 
break an invisible charm, which keeps 
the human species benumbed in errour ; 
— to be disposed to break man's chains, 
was to rend asunder his most sacred 
bonds. 

In consequence of these clamours, 
perpetually renovated by imposture, 
and repeated by ignorance, those na- 
tions, which reason, in all ages, has 
sought to undeceive, have never dared 
to listen to her benevolent lessons. 
The friends of mankind were never 
listened to, because they were the 
enemies of their chimeras. Thus, the 
people continue to tremble ; very few 
philosophers have the courage to cheer 
them; scarcely any person dares brave 
public opinion, infected by supersti- 
tion ; they dread the power of impos- 
ture, and tne menaces of tyranny, which 
always seek to support themselves by 
illusions. The yell of triurnphant ig- 
norance, and haughty fanaticism, at all 
times stifled the feeble voice of nature ; 



she was obliged to keep silence, her 
lessons were qtiickly forgotten, and 
when she dared to speak, it was fre- 
quently only in an enigmatical lan- 
guage, unintelligible to the greater num- 
ber of men. How should the unin- 
formed, who with difficulty compass 
truths the most evident and the most 
distinctly announced, have been able 
to comprehend the mysteries of na- 
ture, presented under half words and 
emblems ? 

In contemplating the outrageous lan- 
guage which is excited among the t/je- 
ologians, by the opinions of tlie acr.e- 
ists, and the punishments vvhich -dt 
their instigation were frequently de- 
creed against them ; should we not be 
authorized to conclude, that these doc- 
tors either are not so certain as they 
say they are of the existence of their 
God, or else that they do not consider 
the opinions of their adversaries to be 
quite so absurd as they pretend ? It is 
always distrust, weakness, and fear, 
that render men cruel ; they have no 
anger against those whom they de- 
spise : they do not look upon folly as a 
punishable crime : we should be con- 
tent with laughing at an irrational 
mortal, who should deny the existence 
of the sun ; we should not punish him, 
if we were not irrational ourselves. 
This theological fury never proves 
more than the weakness of its cause ; 
the inhumanity of these interested men, 
whose profession it is to announce 
chimeras to nations, proves to us, that 
they alone have an interest in these in- 
visible powers, of whom they success- 
fully avail themselves to terrify mor- 
tals.* They are, however, tyrants of 
the mind, who, but little consistent 
with their own principles, undo with 
one hand, that which they rear with 
the other : they are those, who after 
having made a Divinity, filled with 
goodness, wisdom, and equity, traduce, 
disgrace, and completely annihilate 
him, by saying, that he is cruel, that he 
is capricious, unjust, and despotic, that* 
he thirsts after the blood of the un- 
happy. This granted, these men are 
truly impious. 

* Lucian describes Jupiter, who, disputing 
with Menippus, is disposed to strike him down 
with thunaer; upon which the philosopher 
says to him : " Ah ! thou waxeth wroth, thou 
usest thy thunder ! then thou art in the wroiiii.'' 
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wli'iii wf brlM-re: ii i<i tu knoniiialy ' 
DUiri::e liiiii. To be impiim-, i* to' 
ailiiiil a >!uod God. wliiUl at ihe >ame! 
:iini' we preach pcr'ti-cutiun ni>d enr- \ 
r.H^. To be iin|>ious, i* lo deceirej 
iF^n. in the nanit.- ura God. n-hom wej 
m^cc UHC of an a pretext for our un-i 
Wk;ihy [ussiuu:*. To be impious. i>l 
:u say. tfiat a God. who i» 'Upri-mply ! 
hnppv and omDipolent. ran W olTendei) 
\fj hi-> Tecble rrealurc<. To be im- 
pimi'i it I'l <>peak faUely on the pan of 
k Cm! wliinn we suppose t.> he ihe 
emiiiy of ral>eh>it<d. In line, to be 
impiiAis. i* lo raali^ g»e of the Divinity, 
to disturb socieK, to en«Uve them io 
tvrant> : ii i> to persuade them. ih»i 
\\\i- oauiw of imjM^turp i- the cau«e uf 
GihI: it !■■ to impute tit God thusi 
rnme- whirb would annihilate his di 
vinf ppflVctninf. Tn he Jmj>ious vnu 
ir>iinnnal nl ihi- name time. i« to make 
h men- otiiineni of ihc God whom 
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revt-rie?. which would lead us lomB- 
take the sober councils of reafon. 

Thus whatever faaaticifm and im- 
posture mai- sar, he who deniea the 
exiitenee of a tjod. seeing that it hu 
no oilier foundaiioa than an alarmed 
imagination : be who rejects a God 
perpeiunlly in conlradiclion with hin- 
self: he who banishes from his mind, 
and hi- hean. a GoA contiDuallT wre^ 
lling with nature, reason, and tie hap- 
piness ot men ; he. I say. who unde- 
ceiTB' himself on so dangerous a chi- 
mera, may be reputed pious, honest 
and virtuous, when his conduct fhill 
not deviate from those invariable rules, 
which nature and reason prescribe lo 
him. Because a man refuses to admit 
a coniradirtory God. as well as the 
obscure oracles which are mven onl 
in his name, does it then follow, thai 
such a man. refuses to acknowledge 
the evident and demonstrable laws of 
a nature upon which he depends, of 
which he eiperiences the power, of 
which he is obliged to fulfil Ihe neces- 
san' duties, under pain of being pua- 
ished in tliis world ? It is true, that 
if virtue, by chance, consisted in an 
ignominious renunciation of reason, ia 
a destructive fanaticism, in ifceless 
cosioms, the atheist could not pass for 
a virtuous being ; but if yirtue con- 
sist in doing lo society all the good of 
which we are capable.' the atheist may 
lay claim to it ; his courageous and 
tender heart will not be guilty fir hur- 
ling his legilimate iudignaiion against 
prejudices, fatal lo the happiness of 
the human species. 

Let us listen. However, to the im- 
putations which the theologians lay 
upon the atheists ; let us coolly and 
without peevishness examine the ca- 
lumnies which they vomit forth against 
them : it appears to them that athei»ini 
the highest degree of delirium that 
n assail the mind, the greatest stretch 
of perversity that can inflict the human 
heart; interested in blackening their' 
adversaries, they make absolute incre- 
dulitv appear to be the effect of crime 
iw folly. We do not, say they to us, 
*ee those men fall into the horrours of 
•theism, who have reason to hope that 
Ihe future state will be for them a state 
n»f happiness. In short, according It 
«<wr theologians, it is the interest of 
ttMir passions which makes them seek 
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10 aoiiljt the existence of a being, to 
whiMii they are accountable for the 
abuses of this life ; it is the fear of 
punishment atone which is known to 
atheists ; they are unceasingly repeat- 
ing the words of a Hebrew prophet, 
who pretends that nothing but folly 
makes men deny the existence of the 
Divinity.* If you believe some others, 
"nothing is blacker than the heart 
of an atheist, nothing is more false 
than his mind." " Atheism," accord- 
ing to them, " can only be the offspring 
of a tortured conscience, that seeks to 
disengage itself from the cause of its 
trouble." "We have a right," says 
Derham, " to look upon an atheist as 
a monster amongst rational beings, as 
one of those extraordinary productions 
which we hardly ever meet with in 
the whole human species, and who 
opposing himself to all other men, re- 
volts not only against reason and hu- 
man nature, but against the Divinity 
himself." 

We shall simply reply to all these 
calumnies, by saving, that is for the 
reader to judge it the system of athe- 
ism be as absurd as these profound 
speculators, perpetually in dispute on 
the uninformed, contradictory, and fan- 
tastical productions of their own brain, 
would have it believed to be ?t It is 
true, perhaps, that hitherto the system 
of naturalism has not been developed 
in, all its extent; unprejudiced persons 
will, at leastbe enabled to know whether 
the author has reasoned well or ill, 
whether he has disguised the most im- 
portant difficulties, whether he has been 
disingenuous, whether, like unto the 
enemies of human reason, he has had 
recourse to subterfuges, to sophisms, 
and to subtile distinctions, which ought 



* Dexit insipiens in corde suo non est Deus. 
In taking away the negation, the proposition 
would be nearer tnith. Those who shall be 
disposed to see the abuse which theological 
spleen knows how to scatter upon atheists, 
have only to read a work of Doctor Bentley, 
entitled, 77ic Folly of Atheism : it is trans- 
lated into Latin, in octavo. 

t In seeing the theologians so frequently 
accu&i the atheists with bein^ absurd, we 
shoul \ be tempted to believe that they have 
no itti^i of that which the atheists have to 
oppose to them ; it is true, they have estab- 
lished an excellent method ; the priests say i 
and publish what they please, whilst their ad- ' 
versaries can never defend themselves. 



always to make it be suspected of those 
who use them, either that they do not 
know, or that they fear the truth. It 
belongs, then, to candour, to disinter- 
estedness, and to reason, to judge 
whether the natural principles, which 
have been here brought forward, be 
destitute of foundation ; it is to these 
upright judges, that a disciple of na- 
ture submits his opinions ; he has a 
right to except against tiie judgment 
of enthusiasm, of presumptuous igno- 
rance, and interested knavery. Those 
persons who are accustomed to think, 
will, at least, find reasons to doubt 
many of those marvellous notions^ 
which appear as incontestable truths, 
only to those who have never examin- 
ed them by the standard of good sense.^ 
We agree with Derham that atheist^^' 
are rare ; superstition has so disfigured.! 
nature, and its rights ; enthusiasm has-! 
so dazzled the human mind ; terrour 
has so disturbed the hearts of men; 
imposture and tyranny have so en- 
slaved thought; m fine, errour, igno- 
rance, and delirium, have so perplexed 
and entangled the clearest ideas, that 
nothing is more uncommon, than to 
find men who have sufficient courage to 
undeceive themselves of notions, which 
every thing conspires to identify with 
their existence. Indeed, many theolo- 
gians, in despite of those invectives 
with which they attempt to overwhelm 
atheists, appear frequently to have 
doubted whether any existed in the 
world, or if there were persons who 
could honestly deny the existence ol 
a God.* Their uncertainty was, with- 

* Those same persons, who at the present 
day discover atheism to be such a strange 
system, admit there could have been atheists 
formerly. Is it, then, that nature has endued 
us with a less portion of reason than she did 
men of other times 7 Or should it be that the 
God of the present day would be less absurd 
than the Gods of antiquity 7 Has the human 
species then acquired informs^tion, with r« 
spect to this concealed motive-power of na- 
ture 7 Is the God of modern mytholoffy, re- 
jected by Vanini, Hobbes, Spinosa, ana some 
others, more to be credited than the Gods of 
the pagan mythology, rejected by Epicurus, 
Strato, TheoGorus, Diagoras, &c. &c. ? Ter- 
tullian pretended that Christianity had dissi- 
pated that ignorance in which the pagans 
were immersed, respecting the divine essencf^ 
and that there was not an artisan among the 
Christians who did not see God, and who did 
not know him. Nevertheless, Tertullian him- 
self admitted a corporeal God, and was the' 
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on; (KniKt. fiiundp'J u(Hin ili»' aK^urd . 
iilfjiN will I'll tht'V a^rrilie to [heir ad- 
v«T-:iri»'». wliuiii ilirv havi* uiicra'sinjrlv : 
Hri'u-f.l uf attrihuiiii:; ewn- thina: toj 
r/ir.'/M-i. In tttitu/ rau*t"i. to tltml and, 
in- ft iiiaticr. iii('a|Kil)te nf artini; hy : 
i!*iir. \Vf tiavf. I think. >uffirii'ntly i 
jii^iitird ih«' {mrti^ans uf nature, from 
ilir-r ndiciilnii^ acru«atiiin> ; we have, 
thrMiii;h(Mit the whule. proved, and we 
rt-pt-ai it, I hat chance i^ a wurd devoid 
of ^in^»'. which, a** well as the word 
fimi, annoiini'e*: nothinj; hut an i^n<> 
raiM'f ot' true rau^-o^. We have de- 
niun^trated that matter i^ not dead ; 
dial nature, essentially active, and selt- 
ex intent, had ^iuffirient energy to pro- 
duce all the hein^s which it contain'*, 
ami all the phenomena which we be- 
hold. We have, throuirhout, proved, 
tliat I hi-* cau«ie was much more real, 
and MiDre easy to be conceived than 
the lictiiinu^, contradictor)', inconceiv- 
ab1t>, and iinpos^iible cause, to which 
the«)loi:y a^'ribes the honour of those 
ureal elF^'cts which it admires. We 
have madi* it evident, that the incom- 
prehj'U'iibility of natural effects was 
not a sufiicient reason for assigning 
them a cause, still more incomprehen- 
sibh* than all tho^e of which we can 
have a knowledge. In fine, if the in- 
coinpreJitMisibility of God does not 
nutliDrize us to deny his existence, it 
i'« at least certain that the incoinpati- 
bilitv of the attributes which thev ac- 
Cord to him. authorizes u< to deny that 
the beiniT who unites them can be any 
thing more than a chimera, of which 
the existence is impossible. 

This granted, we shall be able to fix 
the sense that ought to be attached to 
the name of atheist, which, notwith- 
standing, the theologians, lavish in- 
discriminately upon all those who de- 
viate in any thmg from their revered 
opinion. If by atheist, be designated 
a man who denies the existence of a 
power inherent in matter, and without 
which we cannot conceive nature, and 
if it be to this power that the name of 
God is given, there do not exist anv 
atheists, and the word under which 
they are designated would only an- 
nounce fools : but, if by atheists, be 
understood men without enthusiasm. 

fore an atheist, according to the notions of 
modem theology. — See ^e note to chap, iv. 
qftkis vaiumcj page 237. 



iruided by experience, and the evidence 
of their >eu>e=i. who see nothing in na- 
ture but that which they find reailv <i 
have exi>teuce. or that which thev a^e 
capacitated to know : who do not pei- 
ceive. and cannot perceive, any thin^ 
but matter, essentially active and move 
able, diversely combined, enjoying from 
itself various properties, and capable 
of producing all the beings which dis' 
play themselves to our visual faculties: 
if By atheists, be understood, natural 
philosophers, who are convinced that, 
without recurring to a chimerical cause, 
they can explain ever^" thing simply 
by the laws of motion, by the relations 
subsisting between beings, by their 
affinities, their analogies, their attrac- 
tion, and thfeir repulsion ; by their pro- 
portions, their composition, and their 
decomposition :* if by atheists be un- 
derstood those persons who do not 
know what a spirit is, and who do not 
see the necessity of spiritualizing, or 
of rendering incomprehensible those 
corporeal, sensible, and natural causes, 
which they see act uniformly ; who do 
not find that to se{)arate the motive- 
power from the universe, to give it to 
a being placed out of the great whole, 
to a being of an essence totally incon- 
ceivable, and whose abode cannot be 
shown, is a means of becoming better 
acquainted with it : if, by atheists, be 
understood those men who ingenuous- 
ly allow that their mind cannot con- 
ceive nor reconcile the negative attri- 
butes, and the theological abstractions, 
with the human and moral qualities, 

• Dr. Cudworth, in his Systema Intellec- 
tuakj chap. ii. reckons four species of atheists 
among the ancients: 1st, The disciples oi 
Annximander, called Hylopathians, who at- 
tributed the formation of every thing to mat- 
ter, destitute of feeling. 2d, The atomists, or 
the disciples of Democritus, who attributed 
every thing to the concurrence of atoms. 3d. 
The stoical atheists, who admitted a blind 
nature, but acting under certain laws. 4th, 
The Hvlozoists, or the disciples of Strato, 
who attributed life to matter. It is well to 
observe, that the most learned natural philos- 
ophers of antiquity have been atheists, either 
openly or secretly ; but their doctrine was al- 
ways opposed by the superstition of the un- 
informed and almost totallv eclipsed bv the 
fanatical and marvellous pnilosophv of Py- 
thagoras, and above all by t|iat of Plato. So 
true it is, that enthusiasin,.«hd that which i« 
vague and obscure, commonly prevail ovh 
that which is simple, natural, ana intelligible 
—See Le O ' Pieces^ vol. ii. 
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which are altributed to the Divinity ; 
or those men, who pretend that from 
this incompatible alliance, there can 
only result an imaginary being, seeing 
that a pure spirit is destitute of the or- 
gans necessary to exercise the qualities 
and faculties of human nature : if by 
atheists be designated those men who 
reject a phantom, of whom the odious 
and discordant qualities are calculated 
only to disturb the human species, and 
•plunge it into very prejudicial follies: 
if, [ say, thinkers of this sort, are those 
who are called atheists, it is not possi- 
ble to doubt of their existence; and 
there would be found a considerable 
number of them, if the lights of sound 
natural philosophy, and of just reason, 
were more generally dif%sed; from 
thence they would neither be consid- 
ered as irrational, nor as furious beings, 
but as men devoid of prejudice, oi 
whom the opinions, or, if they will, the 
ignorance, would be much more useful 
to the human species, than those sci- 
ences, and those vain hypotheses, which 
have so long been the true causes of 
all man's sorrows. 

On the other hand, if by atheists, 
it is wished to designate those men 
who are themselves obliged to avow 
that they have no one idea of the chi- 
mera whom they adore, or which they 
announce to others ; who cannot ren- 
der themselves an account, either of 
the nature, or of the essence of their 
deified phantom ; who can never agree 
amongst themselves, upon the proofs 
of the existence of their Grod, of his 
qualities, or of his mode of action ; 
who, by dint of negations, have made 
him a pure nothing; who prostrate 
themselves, or cause others to fall pros- 
trate, before the absurd fictions of their 
own delirium ; if, I say, by atheists, 
be designated men of this kind, we 
shall be obliged to allow that the world 
is tilled with atheists ; and we shall 
even be obliged to place in this num- 
ber the most active theologians who 
are unceasingly reasoning upon that 
which they do not understand ; who j 
are disputing upon a being of whom \ 
they cannot demonstrate the existence ; 
who by their contradictions very effi- 
caciously undermine his existence : 
who annihilate their perfect good be- 
mgj by the numberless imperfections 
which they ascribe to him ; who rebel 

No. X.— 39 



against this Gk)d, by the atrocious char- 
acter under which they depict him. 
In short, we shall be able to consider, 
as true atheists, those credulous people, 
who, upon hearsay, and from traditi(?n, 
fall upon their knees before a being of 
whom they have no other ideas, than 
those which are furnished them by 
their spiritual guides, who themselves 
acknowledge that they comprehend no- 
thing about the matter. An atheist is 
a man who does not believe the exist- 
ence of a God ; now, no one can be 
certain of the existence of a being whom 
he does not conceive, and who is said 
to unite incompatible qualities. 

What has been said, proves that the 
theologians themselves, have not al- 
ways known the sense which they 
would attach to the word atheist ;. they 
have vaguely calumniated and comi 
bated them as persons, whose senti 
ments and principles were opposed to 
their own. Indeed, we find that these 
sublime doctors, always infatuated with 
their own particular opinions, have fre- 
quently been lavish in their accusations 
of atheism, against all those whom they 
were disposed to injure and to blacken, 
and whose systems they sought to ren- 
der odious : they were certain of alarm- 
ing the uninformed and the silly, by 
vague imputation, or by a word to 
which ignorance attaches an idea of 
terrour, because they have no know- 
ledge of its true sense. In consequence 
of tnis policy, we have frequently seen 
the partisans of the same religious sect, 
the adorers of the same God, recipro- 
cally treat each other as atheist, in the 
heat of their theological quarrels : to 
be an atheist, in this sense, is not to 
have, in every point, exactly the same 
opinions as those with whom we dis- 
pute upon religion. In all times, the 
uninformed have considered those as 
atheists, who did not think of the Di- 
vinity, precisely in the same manner as 
the guides whom they were accus- 
tomed to follow. Socrates, the adorer 
of a unique Gfod, was no more than an 
atheist in the eyes of the Athenian 
people. 

Still more, as we have already ob- 
served, those persons have frequently 
been accused of atheism, who have 
taken the greatest pains to establish 
the existence of a Grod, but who have 
not produced satisfactory proofs of it 
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I on a similar «uhjiPi*t ihr proofs i hand, with the most Tiffour, hare ben 
were frail ami ptTi^hahlo, it wa** ea-^y I taxed with atheism and irreligion ; hit 
for fh(*ir enemies lu mako them pass ! most zealous partisans have been looked 
for athei<t«. wlm have wickedly tie- ' upon as deserters and traitors; the most 
trayed the cau'ie uf the Divinity by reliijious theologians have not becD 
defending him tu<.>teebly. I «<hall here able to guaranty themselves from this 
stop, to shuw what little foundation reproach ; they Aave mutually lavished 



there is for that which is said to Ije an 
evident truth. whiUt it i< «} fretiuently 
attem])ted to lie proved, and yet ran 
never be verified, even to the satisfac- 
tiou of tho<e who boa^t <o much of 
being intimately convinced of it ; at 
lea<t. it is certain, that in examining 
the principles of tho^e who have es- 
sayed to prove tlie existence c»f Grod. 
they have been generally found weak 
or false, because they could not be 
either solid or true ; the theologians 
themselves, have been obliged to dis- 
cover, that their adversaries could draw 
from them inductions quite contrary to 
those notions which they have an in- 
terest in maintaining; in consequence, 
they have been frequently very highly 
incensed, agiiin^t those who believed 
they had discovered the most forcible 
proofs of the existence of their Grod ; 
they did not perceive, that it was im- 
possible not to lay themselves open to 
attack in establishing principles, or sys- 
lein*. visibly founded upon an imagin- 
ary and coniradictorv heiuij. which rach 
man sees variou>ly.* 

In a word, all lho<e who have taken 
the cause of the theological God in 



It on each other, and all have, without 
doubt, merited it, if by atheists be 
designated those men who have not 
any idea of their God which does not 
destroy itself, as soon as they are wil- 
ling to' submit it to the touchstone of 
reason.f 



CHAPTER X. 

li AiheUm compaUblt with Morality 7 

After having proved the existence 
of atheists, let us return to the calum- 
nies which are lavished upon them, 
by the deicolists. " An atheist," ac- 
cording to Abbadie, " cannot be virta- 
ous ; to him virtue is only a chimera, 
probity no more than a vain scruple^ 
Honesty nothing but foolishness. He 
knows no other law than his...inter^tj 
where this sentiment prevails, con- 
science is only a prejudice, the law of 
nature only an illusion, right no more 
than errour ; benevolence has no longer 
any foundation ; the bonds of society 
are loosened ; fidelity is removed ; the 
friend is ready to betray his friend ; the 
citizen to deliver up his country ; the 
son to assassinate his father in order 
to enjoy his inheritance, whenever he 
shall find an occasion, and that au- 

t Whf'nc(? we may conclude that errour will 
not stand the test of investigation — that it 
will not pnss the ordeal of comparison — that 
it is in its huis a perfect chameleon, thatcon- 
st-qut ntly it fan never do more than lead to 
the most ahsurd deductions. Indeed, the most 
^ inirt-nions systems, when they have thdr 
determine with myself to behcvt' iiotiiini; ■ fouiidatioiis^n hnUucination, crumble like dust 
about it. If I rvery where saw the si^rn of a I under tin* rude hand of the essayer: the most 
creator. I should repose myself in peace, in sublinated doctrines, when they lack the sub- 
the belief of one. Kilt seeing too much to stantivt- (piality of rectitude, evaporate under 
deny, and too little to assure me of bis exist- the scniiiiiy of the sturdy examiner who tries 
?nce. I am in a situation that I lain»-tit, and in them in the cnieibb^ It is not, therefore, by 
wbicli I have a Inmdred times wished, that if I levellinir abusive lanfruatre against those v/ho 
a Gr)d does sustain nature, he would Lnve un- investi:;ate sophisticated theories, that they 
eouivocal marks of it, and that if tin.' slirns will either be pureed of their absurdities, ac- 
w'Tiich he has eriven be deceitful, tliat he would . Quire solidity, or find an establishment to give 
suppress theni entirely : that he said all or ttiem perpetuity. In short, moral obliqiuues 
notning, to the end that I mitrht see which cnn never be made rectilinear by the mereap- 
ade I ought to follow." Here is the ?\iv\e ol* a y v^vcaUou of miintelliijible terms, or by the in- 
good mind, wrestling with the pieiMdvcua \Vv«lX,\ coxvsv^et^LVe \wKW\a q,1 ^\s«^t«(^wc\.i proper tiest 
enslave 'i Wvovjcsw \t,u\A^ \Jcv% ^^wssk^^:^'^. 



♦ What can we think of the sentiments of 
a man who expresses himself like Paschal, in 
the eiirhth article oi' iiis thouirhts. wherein he 
discovers a most (MjinijUte incertitude upon 
the existence of G«xi ? "I have examined," 
says lie. ''if this (fod, «)f whom all the world 
8()eak, mi<rlit not have left some marks of 
hnnself. I l<)ok everv where, and every where 
I 8e<- n»>tbinLr but. oliscurity. Nature oilers 
me nothmff, that may not be a matter of 
doubt and mqui* tiide. If I saw nothinir in 
nature which indicated a Divinitv, I should 
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thority or silence, will shield him from 
ihe arm of the secular power, which 
alone is to be feared. The most invio- 
lable rights, and the most sacred laws, 
must no longer be considered, but as 
dreams and visions."* 

Such, perhaps, would be the conduct, 
not of a thinking, feeling, and reflecting' 
\ being, susceptible of reason. ' 
*: ferocious brute, of an irrational 



that, turning inwardly upon his own 
conduct, he shall contemplate himself 
with the same eyes as others? Is there, 
then, no remorse, but for those who be- 
lieve in a Grod? lilfiJA^^-PC^fii^fiP 
seen by a being of whom we have ai 
, best very vague BiOttoi)ife.'Ts It more for- 
f cible,'than the idea oF oeing seen By * 




ture, who should not have any 

the natural relations which subsist be- I tu blush iu ihlukiug^of tnrr conduct, 



ytween beings necessary to their recip"^ 
. rocal happiness. Can it be supposed, ' 
^ that a man, capabTe'bTexperience, fur- 
' hished wifh the faintest glimmerings 
■"Uf-gDod-sen^e, would -lend himself to 
"the conduct which is here ascribed to 
the atheist, that is to say, to a man, 
who is sufficiently susceptible of reflec- 
tion to undeceive himself by reasoning 
upon those prejudices, which every 
thing strives to show him as important 
and sacred ? Can it, I say, be sup- 
posed, that there is, in any polished so- 
■ ciety, a citizen sufficiently blind not to 
\. ackn owledge hTs" most natural ^tle^, 
J\ his dearest interests, the dangrer which 



tures, or in following no other rule than 
his momentary appetites? A bein^, 
who reasons the least in the world, is 
he not obliged to feel that society is 
advantageous to him, that he has need 
of assistance, that the esteem of his 
fellow-creatures is necessary to his 
happiness, that he has every thing to 
fear from the wrath of his associates, 
that the laws menace whoever dare 
infringe them? Every man, who has 
received a virtuous education, who has 
in his infancy experienced the tender 
sares of a father, who has in conse- 
quence tasted the sweetness of friend- 
ship, who has received kindness, who 
knows the value of benevolence and 
equity, who feels the pleasure which 
the anection of our fellow-creatures 
procures for us, and the inconveniences 
which result from their aversion and 
their contempt, is he not obliged to 
tremble at losing such manifest ad- 
vantages, and at incurring by his con- 
duct such visible dangers 1 Will not 
the hatred, the fear, the contempt of 
himself, dbturb his repose, every time 

^^ See Abbadie on ^ Truth of tfie CfirU- 
Han Religion, roL L chap, xvil ' 



ciuil uf th e s e i i r im ents which ' it likiiist 
infallibly Itispire ? " "* 

This granted, we shall reply, delibe^ 
rately, to this Abbadie, that an atheistt 
is a man who knows nature and its', 
laws, who knows his own nature, and \ 
who knows what it imposes upon him. 
An atheist has experience, and this ex- 
perience proves to him, every moment, 
that vice can injure him, that his most 
concealed faults, that his most secret 
dispositions may be detected and dis- 
play him in open day ; this experience 
E roves to him that society is useful to 
is happiness; that his interest de-1 



, «v.^pw ^andshe should attach himself to the ■ 

he runs in disturbing his fellow-crea-^ljountry which protects him, and which 



enables him to enjoy in security tho 
benefits of nature ; every thinff shows 
him, that in order to be happy, he must 
make himself beloved ; that his father ^ 
is for him the most certain of friends ; 
that ingratitude would remove from 
him his benefactor; that justice is ne- 
cessary to the maintenance of every 
association ; and that no man, what- 
ever may be his power, can be content 
with himself, when he knows he is an 
object of public hatred. 

He who has maturely reflected upon 
himself, upon his own nature, and upon 
that of his associates, upon his own 
wants, and upon the means of satisfy- 
ing them, cannot be prevented from 
knowinij his duties, from discovering 
that which he owes to himself, and that 
which he owes to others ; then he has 
morality, he has real motives to con- 
form himsf'lf to its dictates ; he is 
oblii^^d to feel that these duties are 
necessary ; and if his reasc>n be not 
disturber! by blind na-^siniis, or by vi- 
cious habits, he will fVel that virtue is 
for all men the surest road to felicity. 
The atheists, or the fatnlinff*, found all 
their systems upon necessity ; thuv^ 
th*;ir moral speculations, founned upon 
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ihe Ticr«*'»*'itv nf ihinsT^'. are at li*aM, 
much iiiurt' p(*riuiuiciil iiid more in- 
v:iri:i)il«' (]i:in ihi^f which uiily re«t 
ui"'ii a ("ioil who rhanjje* his aspfid. 
a«'i"«»r'iiii;^ :•» ih** ill-j^o'sTtinnp and th.e 

1i:i^-i(in.- t.f all tli\ise who run template 
liiii. The nature uf thiiiuTs and its 
iiiiiMiituliJi' law<>. are nut siihject to 
vary : iht> atheist is always ohli^ed to 
rail that whirh injure-^ h!m. yice and 
fully : tn rati that wiiich is adyantage- 
o!i^ fii ^ui'ipty. or which contrihutes to 
it< {H-nnanenl ha))pine>s. virtue. 

W't' Mc. then, that the principles of 
« till' athei<«t are much le^x liable to be 
• shaken ihan tho^e of the enthu<iiast. 
V wht) founds his morality upon an ima- 
- ginary bemi:. of whom the idea so fre- 
•- quently varies, even in his own brain. 
If the atheist deny the existence of a 
God, he cannot deny his own exist- 
ence, nor that vf beings similar to him- 
self with whom he sees himself sur- 
rounded ; he cannot doubt the relations 
which ^uh'«i'«t between them and him, 
he cannot quesiiun the necessity of the 
duties which flow from these relations; 
he rnniiot, then, be dubious on the 
principlf*s of morality, which is nothing 
more than the science of the relations 
sulisisting between beings living to- 
gether in society. 

if, satisfuMJ witli a barren speculative 
knowledije of his duties, the atheist 
do not apply them to his conduct ; if 
hurried away by his passions, or by 
criminal habits, if given uj) to shame- 
ful vices, if possessing a vicious tem- 
perament, he appear to forget his mo- 
ral principles, it does not follow that 
he has no principles, or that his prin- 
ciples are false ; it can only be con- 
cluded from such conduct, that, in the 
intoxication of his passions, in the con- 
fusion of his reason, he does not put in 
practice speculations extremely true ; 
that he forgets principles ascertained, 
to follow those propensities which lead 
him astray. 

Nothing is more common amongst 
men than a very marked discrepance 
between the mind and the heart ; that 
is to say, between the temperament, 
the passions, the habits, the whims, 
the imagination, and the mind, or the 
judgment, assisted by reflection. No- 
thing is more rare, than to find these 
things in harmony ; it is then that we 
see speculation influence practice. The 
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mo«t certain virtues, are those whick 
are founded upon tTie temperamenflQf 
men. Indeed, do we not every day see 
mortals in contradiction with them- 
selves ? Does not their judgment un- 
ceasingly condemn the extravagances 
to which their passions deliver them 
up ? In short, does not everv thing 
prove to us, that men, with tne best 
theorj-j have sometimes t^e worst grac 
tice ; and with the most viciousltheory 
have frequently the most estiinahle con- 
duct ? In the blindest, the most atro- 
cious superstitions, and those which 
are the most contrary to reason, we 
meet with virtuous men ; the mildness 
of their character, the sensibility of 
their heart, the excellence of their tem- 
perament, reconduct them to humanity, 
and to the laws of nature, in despite of 
their furious theories. Amongst the 
adorers of a cruel, vindictive, and jeal- 
ous Grod. we find peaceable minds, who 
are enemies to persecution, to violence, 
and to cruelty ; and amongst the dis- 
ciples of a God filled with mercy and 
clemency, we see monsters of barbarity 
and inhumanity. Nevertheless, the 
one and the other acknowledge that 
their God ought to serve them for a 
model w wherefore do they not conform 
themselves to him ? It is because the 
temperament of man is always more 
powerful than his Grod ; it is because 
the most wicked Gods cannot always 
corrupt a virtuous mind, and that the 
most gentle Gods cannot always re- 
strain hearts driven along by crime. 
The organization will always be more ' 
puissant than religion : present objects, 
momentary interests, rooted habits, 
public opinion, have much more power 
than imaginary beings, or than theories 
which themselves depend upon the 
organization of man. 

The point in (question, then, is to 
examine if the principles of the atheist 
are true, and not if his conduct is com- 
mendable. An atheist, who, having 
an excellent theory, founded upon na- 
ture, experience, and reason, dielivers 
himself up to excesses, dangerous to 
himself, and injurious to society, is, 
without doubt, an inconsistent man. 
But he is not more to be feared than a 
reli2:ious and zealous man, who, be- 
lieving in a good, equitable, ancf per- 
fect God, does not scruple to commit 
the most frightful excesses in his name. 
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An atheistical tyraot would not be 
more to be dreaded than a fanatical 
tyrant. An incredulous philosopher is 
not so dreadful as an enthusiastic priest, 
who fans the flame of discord among 
his fellow-citizens. Would then an 
atheist, clothed with power, be equally 
dangerous as a persecuting king, a 
savage inquisitor, a whimsical devotee, 
or a morose bigot ? These are assured- 
ly more numerous than atheists, of 
whom the opinions and the vices are 
far from being in a condition to have 
an influence upon society, which is 
too much blinded by prejudice to be 
disposed to give them a hearing. "^ 
\ An intemperate and voluptuous athe- 
j ist, is not a man more to be feared than 
I he who is superstitious, who knows 
1 how to connect licentiousness, libertin- 
( ism, and corruption of morals, with his 
\ religious notions. Can it be imagined, 
with sincerity, that a man. because he 
IS an atheist, or because ne does not 
fear the vengeance of Gods, will be 
continually mtoxicated, will corrupt 
the wife of his friend, will break open 
his neighbour's dwellinff, and permit 
himself to commit all those excesses, 
which are the most prejudicial to him- 
self, or the most deserving of punish- 
ment ? The blemishes of an atheist, 
have not, then, any thing more extra- 
ordinary in them, than those of the re- 
ligious man, they have nothing to re- 
proach his doctrine with. A tyrant, 
who should be incredulous, would not 
be a more incommodious scourge to 
his subjects than a religious tyrant ; 
would the people of the latter be more 
happy from the circumstance that the 
tiger who governed them believed in 
a God, heaped presents upon his priests, 
and humiliated himself at their feet ? 
At least, under the dominion of an 
atheist, they would not have to appre- 
hend religious vexations, persecutions 
for opinions, proscriptions, or those 
strange outrages, for which the in- 
terests of Heaven are frequently the 
pretext, under the mildest princes. If 
a nation be the victim of the passions 
and the folly of a sovereign who is an 
infidel, it will not, at least, sufier from 
his blind infatuation for theological 
systems, which he does not under- 
stand, nor from his fanatical zeal^ which 
of all the passions that infest kinc^s, is 
always the most destructive ana the 



most dangerous. An atheistical tyrant, 
who should persecutp for opinions, 
would be a man not consistent with 
his principles ; he would only furnish 
one more example, that mortals much 
more frequently follow their passions, 
their interests, their temperaments, 
than their speculations. It is, at least, 
evident, that an atheist has one pretext 
less than a credul ou s yrince, for_ ,fiXfir' 
mfiinor hi;;; ];)atnral wiclredneaa. 

Indeed, if men condescended to ex- 
amine things coolly, they would find 
that the nam% of Qoj is npvpr r^^^t^ 
use ofj>n^eartn,_but for a j)rete^ taia- 
c Halge their passions." Ambition, im- 
"poslufe, and tyranny, have formed a 
league, to avail themselves of its in- 
fluence, t6 the end that they may blind 
the people, and bend them beneath 
their yoie. The monarch makes use 
of it, to give a divine lustre to his per- 
son, the sanction of Heaven to his 
rights, and the confidence of its oracles 
t^ his most uhjust and most extrava- 
gant whims. The priest uses it, to 
give currency to his pretensions, to 
the end that he may, with impunity, 
gratify his avarice, pride, and inde- 
pendence. The vindictive and en- 
raged superstitious being introduces 
the cause of his God, that he may give 
free scope to his fury, which he quali- 
fies with zeal. In short, religion be- 
comes dangerous, because it justifies 
and renders legitimate or commendable 
those passions and crimes, of which it 
gathers the fruit : according to its min- 
isters, every thing is permitted to re- 
venge the Most High; thus the Di- 
vinity appears to be made only to au- 
thorize and palliate the most injurious 
transgressions. The atheist, when he 
commits crimes^ cannot, at least, pre- 
tend that it is his God who commands 
anti 'appf(5Ves fhem ; this is the excuse 
which the superstitious being offers up 
for his wickedness ; the tyrant for his 
persecutions ; the priest for his cruelty 
and sedition ; the fanatic for his ex- 
cesses ; the penitent for his inutility. 

" They are nof," says Bayle, " the 
g^eneral opinions of the mind, which 
determine us to act, but the passions." 
Atheism is a system, which will not 
make a good man wicked, neither will 
it make a wicked man good. " Those," 
says the same author, "who embraced 
the sect of Epicurus, did not become 
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«I<*!>:iu«Mm*i*< boraii^ii* thi'V had embraced 
itu* <lur trine nf Epir'nrU'* : they only 
finhrared the doctrine of Epicurus, theu 
liJidIv understood, because thev were 
d«*b:uirhees.-'* In the same manner, 
a |n»rverse man may embrace atheism, 
because he will flatter himself, that this 
!iv>tem will i»ive lull >cope to his pas- 
sit »n> ? he will nevertheless be deceiv- 
ed ; athei<m, if well understood, is 
fiiunded ui)on nature and reason, which 
never will, like religion, either justify 
«»r expiate the crimes of the wicked. 

From the doctrine which makes mo^ 
rality de)>end upon the existence and 
the will of a God who is propo^^ed to 
men for a model, there unque^^tionably 
results a very ijreal inconvenience. 
Corrupt minds, in di^jcovering how 
much each of lhe<e suppositions are 
prroneou<i or doubtful, let Ioo^jc the rein 
of all their vices, and concluded that 
there were no real motives to do good ; 
they imagined that virtue, like the 
Gods, was only a chimera, and that 
there was not any reason for practising 
it in this world. Nevertheless, it is 
evident, that it is not as creatures of 
God that we are bound to fulfil the 
duties of morality ; it is as men, as sen- 
sible beings, living together in society, 
and !?ocking to secure ourselves a happy 
existence, that we feel the moral obli- 
gation. Whether there exists a God, 
or whether he exists not, our duties 
will be the same ; and our nature, if 
consulted, will prove, that vice is cut 
f-riL and that virtue is a real and 
substantial good.^ 

* See Bayle's Thouehts on Various Sub- 
jects, sec. 177. Seneca has said before him : 
Ita non ab Epicure impulsi luxuriantur, sed 
vitiis dediti, liixuriam suam in philosophioj 
sinu abscondunt.— See Seneca^ devita beata, 
cliap. xii. 

t We are assured, that there have been 
found philosophers and atheists, who deny 
the distinction of rice and virtue, and who 
liave preached up debauchery and licentious- 
ness of manners : in this number, may be 
reckoned Aristippus, and Theodorus, sur- 
named the Atheist, Bion, the Roristhcnite, 
Pyrrho, &c. amongst the ancients, (see Dio- 
genes Laerfius,) and amonst the moderns, 
the author of the Fable of the Bees, which, 
however, could only be intended to show, that 
in the present constitution of thinjrs, vices 
have identified themselves with nations, and 
have become necessary to them, in the same 
manner as strong liquors to those who have 
habituated themselves to their use. The au- 
thor who published the Man Automaton, has 



If, th^n, there be found atheists, 
who have denied the distinction of 
good and evil, or who have dared to] 
strike at the foundation of all moralityJ 
we ought to conclude, that upon thisi 
point they have reasoned badly ; thtr 
they harcTretlhgr-b Ben ac<pi glBTeawith 
the nature of man, nor known the 
true source of his duties ; that they 
have falsely im agined^ that morality 
as weTi as theology, waCou^^aaJHsSL 
science, and that the Grods once de- 
stroyed, there remained uo longer any 
Lohis to ~ cdiuiecl .jiabrtals. JVever- 
theless, the slightest reflection would 
have proved to (hem that morality is 
founded upon the immutable relations 
subsisting Det ween sensif >le, intelligent, 
and sociable beings ; that without vir- 
tue no society can maintain itself; that 
without putting a curb on his desires, 
no man can conserve himself. Men 
are constrained from their nature to 
love virtue, and to dread crime, by the 
same necessity that obliges them to 
seek happiness, and fly from sorrow; 
thus nature obliges them to place a 
ditference between those objects which 
please them, and those which injure 
them. Ask a man who is sufficiently 
irrational to deny the difference be- 
tween virtue and vice, if it would be 
indifferent to him, to be beaten, robbed, 

reasoned upon morality like a madman. If 
all these authors had considted nature upon 
morahty, as well as upon religion, they would 
have found that, far from bcm^ conducive to 
vice and depravity, it is conducive to virtue. 

Nunquam aliud natura, cUiudsapientiadiciL 

JuvenaljSat. 14, v. 321. 

Notwithstanding the pretended dangers 
which so many people believe they see in 
atheism, antiquity did not judge of it so un- 
favourably. Diogenes Laertius informs us, 
that Epicurus was in great favour, that his 
country caused statues to be erected to him, 
that he had a prodigious number of friends, 
and that his school subsisted for a very long 
period. See Diogenes Laertiua, x. 9." Ciceano, 
although an enemy to the opinions of the Epi- 
cureans, ^ves a brilliant testimony to the prob- 
ity of Epicurus and his disciples, who were 
remarkable for the friendship they bore each 
other. See Cicero de Mnibus, ii. 25. The 
philosophy of Epicurus was publicly taught 
m Athens during many centuries, and Lactan- 
tins says, that it was the most followed 
Epicuri disciplina multo celebrior semper fiiit 
quam caeierorum. V. Institui. Divin. m. 17. 
In the time of Marcus Aurelius, there was at 
Athens a public professor of the philosophy of 
Epicurus, paid by that emperor, who was lum 
stlf a stoic. 
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calumniated, repaid with ingratitude, 
dishonoured by his wife, insulted by 
his children, and betrayed by his friend ? 
His answer will prove to you, that, 
whatever he may say, he makes a differ- 
ence in the actions of men ; and that 
^^*^^-^islifl£lLQP-_of.gpoil^d evil does 
^^ot depend either upon the coiivehtions 
6T tneii, o^upon the ideas wRich they 
can havFuptni the "Divinity ; iipon the 
punishments or upon the recompenses 
which he prepares them in the other 
life. 

On the contrary, an -atheist, who 
should reason with justness, would 
feel himself much more interested than 
another, in practising those virtues to 
which he finds his happiness attached 
in this world. If his views do not ex- 
tend themselves beyond the limits of 
his present existence, he must at least 
desire to see his days roll on in happi- 
ness and in peace. Every man, who, 
during the calm of his passions, falls 
back upon himself, will feel that his 
interest invites him to conserve him- 
self; that his felicity demands that he 
should take the necessary means to 
enjoy life peaceably, and exempt from 
alarm and remorse. J\SaR,owes some- 
Jhing^ to man^ not because Ee' would 
offend a God if he were to injure his 
fellow-creature, but because, in doing 
*him an injury, ne would offend a man, 
i and would violate the laws of equity , 
\ in the maintenance of which,"every be- 
. ing of the human species finds himself 
i interested. 

^ We every day see persons who are 
possessed of great talents, knowledge, 
and penetration, join to them the most 
hideous vices, and have a very corrupt 
heart: their opinions may be true in 
some respects, and false in a great 
many others ; their principles may be 
just, but the inductions which they 
draw from them are frequently defec- 
tive and precipitate. A man may have 
at the same time sufficient knowledge 
to undeceive himself of some of his 
errours, and too little energy to divest 
himself of his vicious propensities. 
Men are only that which their organi- 
zation, modified by habit, by education, 
by example, by the government, by 
transitory or permanent circumstances, 
makes tnem. Their religious ideas 
and their imaginary systems are obliged 
to yield or accommodate themselves to 



their temperaments, their propensities, 
and their interests. If the system, 
which makes man an atheist, does not 
gernoye from him the vicSs wht ch" he' 
had b efore, neither does it give"hmi 
any li^ onesT TrlrerfffifeVSup'erslition 
"furnishes its disciples with a thousand 
pretexts for committing evil without 
remorse, and even to applaud them- 
selves tor the commission of crime. 
Atheism, at least, leaves men such as 
they are ; it will not render a man more 
intemperate, more debauched, more 
cruel, than his temperament before in- 
vited him to be ; whereas superstition 
gives loose to the most terrible pas- 
sions, or else procures easy expia- 
tions for the most dishonourable vices. 
"Atheism," says Chancellor Bacon, 
" leaves to man reason, philosophy, 
natural piety, laws, reputation, and ev- 
ery thing that can serve to conduct him 
to virtue ; but superstition destroys all 
these things, and erects itself into a 
tyranny over the understandings of 
men : this is the reason why atheism 
never disturbs the government, but 
renders man more clear-sighted, as see- 
ing nothing beyond the bounds of this 
life." The same author adds, that 
" the times in which men have turned 
towards atheism have been the most 
tranquil: whereas superstition has al- 
ways inflamed their minds and carried 
them on to the greatest disorders, be- 
cause it infatuates the people with nov 
eliies, which wrest from, and carry 
with them all the authority of govern 
ment."* 

Men habituated to meditate, and tol p.^ 
make study a pleasure, are not com-] 
monly dangerous citizens ; whatever! 
may be their speculations, they never I 
produce sudden revolutions upon the | 
earth. The minds of the people, at all • 
times susceptible of being inflamed by 
the marvellous and by enthusiasm, ob- 
stinately resist the most simple truths, 
and never heat themselves for systems 
which demand a long train of reflec- 
tion and reasoning. The system oty?-^, 
atheisrxi c^n only be the resuU o[ longv!!^' 
and connecl.^d study ; of an imagina- j^ 
"tion cooled by experience and reason- ! 
ing. The peaceable Epicurus never ' 
disturbed Greece ; the poem of Lucre- 
tius caused no civil wars in Rome; 



* See the Moral Essays of Bacon. 
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Biiflin \v;i< iidt ilic aiiflior'*!* flic li-.ii^iie : 
ihi" wriiiUiT'* nf .*^|iiiiii«:i li.r. •• iinl fX- 
(Mif'i llii* "Miiir trMiiiitt'^ ill lliiihiiiil. n^ 
<lii' ili^]>iit«'*> (if (r>>iii:ir Miiil .li'ArTiii- 
iiiii<». IIhIiIm'^ iiifi not (':iu«.(> hluod to 
tli>w ill Kii::l:iii4i. altiimi^h. in Ui< time, 
ri'liirioii" (aiMtiiM^'iii iiiaiic :i kiiii; perish 
on iIk' '««*:itK>l<I. 

Ill -^iHTt. \\v run <l»'fy tin* i'n«*nii«"« to 
hiiiiiaii ri*;iMin tii fit«* :i ^rn::!'* i-xsnnpK* 
wliji'li |'r«»vi'^. ill a lU'i-i-ive iiianiuT. 
that n|iiiiiiiii^ puri'ly pliiI<i<opliiraI. or 
dir»'«'tly rmitrary in ri'liirion. havt* «'Vit 
exi'itt'd (iixiiirhaii<'i><i in tin' <«iati'. Tu- 
inuils havf al\vay'» ari-fii fnuii tlicolcH 
irii-al npinioiis. Iifrau^i* Imlh priiirns and 
jK'opIc liavf a!\vay-i I'lmli-lily lu'lirved 
they diiu'ht to take a pari in tlit'in. 
Tlu-rt.' i- notliini; so (lanL^fniiis as that 
empty philosophy \vhi«*h th<' thfolo- 
giaiK have combined with their sy<- 
U*m<. It is to philosophy corrupied by 
prie^t^j, to which it peculiarly belonijs 
to fan the flaine«t of discord, invite the 
peoj)le to rebellion, and cause rivers of 
blood to How. There i* no theoltijrical 
que>tion which has not occasioned im- 
mense mischief to man ; whilst all the 
writings of the atheists, whether an- 
cient or modern, have never caused any 
evil but to their author^, whom omnip- 
otent imposture has frequently immo- 
lated at his shrine. 

The principles of atheism are not 
formed tor the mass of the people, who 
are commonly under the tutelage of 
their priests ; they are not calculated 
for those frivolous and dissipated minds 
who lill society with their vices and 
their inutility ; thcv are not suited to 
the ambitious, to those intriguers, and 
restless minds, who tind their interest 
m disturbing the harmony of the social 
compact; much less are they made for 
a great number of persons enlightened 
in other respects, who have hut very 
rarely the courage to completelv di- 
vorce themselves from the received pre- 
judices. 

So many causes unite themselves to 
confirm men in those errours, which 
they have been made to suck in with 
their mother's milk, that every step that 
removes them from these fallacies, co^ts 
them infinite pains. Those persons who 
are most enlightened, frequently cling 
on some side to the general prejudice. 



ty. wlmn we are alone in car opinions, 
it reipiirf'<« courage to adopt a mode of 
think in:; that has but few approvers. 
In thoM' countries where human know- 
ledge has made some progress, and 
where. beside<>, a certain freedom of 
thiiikiniT is enjoyed, we can easil) find 
a great number of deists or of incred- 
ulous hein^is. who. contented with hav- 
inir trampled under ihe foot the grosser 
prejudices of the uninformed, have not 
<larod to 70 back to the source, and cite 
the Divinity himself before the tribunal 
of reason, if these thinkers did not 
^top on the road, reflection would quick- 
Iv prove to them, that the God whom* 
they have not the courage to examine, 
is a being as injurious, and as revolt- 
ing to good sense, as any of those doc- 
trines, mysteries, fables, or supersti- 
tious customs, of which they have al- 
ready acknowledged the futility ; thev 
would feel, as we have already proved, 
that all these things are no more than 
the necessary consequences of those 
primitive notions which men have in-^ 
dulged respecting their divine phantonij 
and that, in ad mitti ng this phantom, 
they have lioloii^er ag^'iatix^al cause 
to reject_t ho8g injIuctions'wKrciriH e 
irhagmatipn must draw from it. STTit- 
tle attention would-^troXv tliem that it 
is precisely this phantom who is the 
true cause of all the evils of society; . 
that those endless quarrels, and those 
bloody disputes to which religion and 
the spirit of party every instant give 
birth, are the inevitable effects of the 
importance which they attach to a 
chimera, ever calculated to kindle the 
minds of men into combustion. In 
short, it is easy to convince ourselves 
that an imaginary being, who is al- 
ways painted under a terrific aspect 
must act in a lively manner upon the 
imagination, and must produce, sooner 
or later, disputes, enthusiasm, fanati- 
cism, and delirium. v 
Many persons acknowledge that the ) 
extravagances to which religion gives ] 
birth, are real evils ; many persons 
complain of the abuse of religion, 
but there are very few who feel that 
this abuse and these evils are the ne- 
cessary consequences of the funda- 
mental principles of all religion, which 
can itself be founded only upon those 



We feel ourselves as it were Uo\aiedV\%^^^^Q^"=^ motions which men are obliged 
rve do not speak the language o{ s>oc\e- v.o loita o^ xJcv^XyvVwCw^i N^^ da^Uy set 
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~ ^ons undeceived upon religion, who 
tend, nevertheless, that this religion 
necessary for the people, who could 
•■ be kept within bounds without it. 
•I, to reason thus, is it not to say, 
It poison is useful to the people, that 
la proper to poison them, to prevent 
em from making a bad use of their 
•wer ? Js it not to pretend that it is 
iTantageoiis to render them absurd, 
tlliuu al,'Tmd gxtravagant ; that they 
a^e need of phantoms, calculated to 
imke them giddy, to blind them, and 
J sabmit them to fanatics or to impos- 
jffs^ who will avail themselves of their 
oBies to disturb the repose of the 
vorld ? Besides, is it quite true that 
ellgioQ has a useful influence over 
i.he morals of the people ? It is very 
easy to see that it enslaves them with- 
out rendering them better ; it makes a 
herd of ignorant slaves, whom their 
panic terrours keep under the yoke of 
tytants and priests; it forms stupid 
beinffs, who know no other virtue than 
a blind submission to futile customs, 
to which they attach a much greater 
▼alue than to real virtues, or to the du- 
ties of morality, which have never been 
made known to them. If, by chance, 
this religion restrains some few timid 
individuals, it does not restrain the 
grreatest number, who suffer themselves 
to be hurried alon^ by the epidemical 
ijrices with which they are infected. It is 
in those countries where superstition 
pas the greatest power, wherein we shall 
ilways find the least morality. Vir- 
;ue is incompatible with ignorance, su- 
lerstition, and slavery ; slaves are only 
cept in subordination by the fear of 
punishments ; ignorant children are 
intimidated only for an instant by ima- 
ginary terrours. To form men, to have 
virtuous citizens, it is necessary to in- 
struct them, to show them truth, to 
speak reason to them, to ma]ce them 
feel their interests, to learn them to re- 
spect themselves, and to fear shame ; 
to excite in them the ideas of true Ao/i- 
oier, to make them know the value of 
virtue, and the motives for following 
It. How can these happy effects be 
expected from religion, which degrades 
men, or from tyranny which only pro- 
poses to itselt to vanquish them, to 
iivide them, and to keep them in an 
abject condition ? 

The false ideas which so many per- 
No.X.— 40 



I sons have of the utility of religion, 
which they at least judge to be calcu- 
lated to restrain the people, arise from 
the fatal prejudice that there are w/?e- 
yuterrours, and that tiruth fnay be dan- 
gerous. T^his principle is completely 
calculated to eternise the sorrows of the 
earth ; whoever shall have the courage 
to examine these things, will acknow- 
ledge, without hesitation, that all the 
miseries of the human species are to 
be ascribed to their errours, and that 
of these, religious errours must be the 
most prejudicial from the haughtiness 
with which they inspire sovereigns, 
from the importance which is attached 
to them, from the abject condition whic^i 
they prescribe to subjects, from the 
phrensy which they excite among the 
people : we shall therefore be obliged 
to conclude, that the sacred errours o f 
men are thoseoj .wJjLish thejnterest oT 
mankind demand s the most complete 
QesiruL'iiun, and that it is prtffCipaiiy 
to the afin'thllation of them, that sound 
philosophy ought to be employed. It 
IS not to be ^ared, that this attempt 
will produce either diaprders or revolu- 
tions ; the more freedom with which 
truth shall be spoken, the more con- 
vincing it will appear ; the more sim- 
ple it shall be, the less it will seduce 
men WKo are smitten with the marvel- 
lous ; even those men who seek after 
truth with the most ardour, have an 
irresistible inclination, that urges them 
on, and incessantly disposes them to 
reconcile errour with its opposite.* 

Here is, unquestionably, the reason 
why atheism, of which, hitherto, the 
principles have not been sufficiently 
developed, appears to alarm even those 
persons who are the most destitute of 
prejudice. They find the interval too 
great between the vulgar superstition, 
and absolute irreligion ; they believe 
they take a wise medium, in com- 



♦ The illustrious Bayle, who teaches us so 
ably to think, says, with abundant reason, 
that " there is nothing but a good and solid 
philosophy, which can like another Hercules, 
exterminate those monsters called popular 
errours : it is that alone which can set the 
mind at liberty." See Thoughts on Various 
Subjects, § 21. Lucretius had said before him : 

Hunc iofitur terrorem animi, tenebrasque 
necesse est 

Non radii solis, neque lucida tela dici 

Discutiant, sed naturce species, ratioque. 

lib. i. V. 147. 
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hap« pr ;»:.'. -iga'etl h.s svs:em. It mar also 
, Ik: pr.- irfi-.-J.'Vr.a'. the r.-^rronrs producvi in 
i y.ii'jUi-/'. 'ty r'ana'icism. which cos: ChariesL 
hi.M h';fi'i. f/iji?h'r<i Hobbe* on to atheism : the 
iririi:.'ri:it.on which he also conceiTed at the 
(Kiwi-r i>f xh*: prifrsts. suggested, perhaps, his 
prinfrifil';«i »t favourable to the absolute power 
of kiriL'M- llo belifrved that it was more ex- 
)H.flirnr for a state to have a single civil des- 
jjof, a Hov»rf;icn over religion itselC than to 
lmv(' a inultitude of spiritual tyrants, alwavi 
rrady tofllHturb it. Spinosa seduced by the 
i(ir>aN (if Hohbes, fell into the same erroiir in 
hi.H Tnirhihis Theolonco-PolitieuSj as well as 
in Ihh Trrntise de Jure Ecclenasticorum 



MOTIVES WHICH LEAD TO ATHEIEU 



s of ihis God erery where 
pluD^e the people ; ihe bloody disputes 
to which this God gives birth ; tht 
number of unhappy beings with which 
his fatal idea fills the world, are ihev 
then not motives sufficiently powerful, 
sufficiently interesting to determine all 
sensible men who are capable of think- 
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habitants of the eariti? 

A theisl, veiy estimable for his 
talents, asks, if there can be any other 
cause than an evil disposition which 
can make men atheists ?• I reply . 
him, yes, there are other causes ; there 
is the desire of having a knowledge of 
interesting truths ; there is the power- 
ful interests of knowing what opinion 
to hold upon the object which is an- 
nounced to us as the most important ; 
there is the fear of deceiving ourdelves 
upon the bein^ who occupies himself 
with the opinions of men, and who 
does not permit that they should de- 
ceive them sel res respecting him with 
impunity. But when these motives or 
these causes should not subsist, are not 
indignation, or. if they will, an evil dis- 
position, legitimate causes, good and 
powerful motives, for closely 



e tyrant, b whose name so 
many crimes are committed on the 
earth 1 Can any man, who thinks, who 
feels, who has any elasticity in his 
soul, prevent himself from being in- 

is visibly the pretext and the source 
of all those evils with which the hu- 
man species h assailed on every side 7 
Is it not Ihis fatal God who is at once 
the cause and the pretext of that iron 
yoke which oppresses men, of that 

• Sea Lord Shafleehury in his Letter an 
EnthuKasm. Spencer says, that " it ia by 
the cunning of the devil who strives to render 
the Divinity haufiil, that he ia represented lo 
UH auder that revolting character which ren- 
ders him like unto the liead of Medunn, Inau- 
miich that men are sometimea oblisal to 
plunge into alheism, in order to diaunsHiio 
ihemaelves from this hideous demon." itut 
II might be said to Spencer, thai the demiin 
mho »lrivc» to render the Divinity hateful i» 
the interest of the cleray, which was in all 
timea and in every counlry, lo torrify men, in 
order to make ihem ihe alsveK and the in- 
■inimenti nf th^ passioni. A Hod who 
■hould not make men tremble would be nf no 
n>e whnlever to the priesli. 



superstition which disgraces them, ot 
those irrational customs which torinenl 
them, of those quarrels which divide 
them, of those outrages which they 
experience ?_ Mnsi not every mind in 
which humanity is not extinguished, 
irritate itself against a phantom, who, 
in every country, is made lo speak only 
like a capricious, inhuman, and irra- 
tional tyrant ? 

To motives so natural, we shall join 
those which are still mure urgent and 
personal to every man who reflects ; 
namelv, that' troublesome fear, which 
must have birth, and he unceasingly 
nourished by the idea of a capricious 
God, so touchy, that he irritates him- 
self against man, even for his most 
secret thoughts, who can be offended 
without our knowing it, and whom we 
are never certain of pleasing ; who, 
moreover, ts not restrained by any of 
the ordinary rules of justice, who owes 
nothing to the feeble work nf his hands, 
who permits hia creatures lo have un- 
happy propensities, who gives them 
liberty lo follow them, to the end that 
he may have the odious salisfaclion of 
punishing them for faults, which he- 
suffers them to commit 7 What can be 
i reasonable, and more just, than 
erify the exi^tience, the qualities, 
the rights of a judge, wlio is so 
U everlastingly avenge 



3 of a 
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)i he the height of folly, to wear with- 
it inquietude, like the ereater number 
mortals, the overwhelming yoke of 
God, always ready lo cruali us in 
his fury. Tlie frig;htful qualities with 
which the Divinity is disfigured by 
those impostors who announce his de- 
crees, oblige every rational being to 
drive him from his heart, to shake off 
his detestable yoke, and to deny tl.e 
existence of a God, who is rendered 
hateful by the conduct which is as- 
cribed to him J to scorn a God who 
ia rendered ridiculous by those fables, 
■"■■'"h in every country are detailed of 
If there existed a Ood who was 
,._. u» of his glory, the crime the most 
calculated lo irritate him would un 
questionably be the blasphemy of those 
Icnuves who unceasingly paint him un- 
der the most revolting character; this 
Ood ought to be mui:^ more offended 
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•gainst ins hideous ministers than 
against those who deny his exist- 
ence. The phantom which supersti- 
tion adores while cursing him at the 
bottom of his heart, is an object so ter- 
rible that every wise man who medi- 
tates upon it. in obliged to refuse him 
his homage, to hate him, to prefer anni- 
hilation tu the fear of falling into his 
cruel hands. It m ftightpd^ the fa- 
natic cries out to us, to fall into the 
hands of the living God; and in or- 
der that he may escape falling into 
them, the man who thinks maturely, 
will throw himself into the arms of 
nature ; and it is there alone that he 
will find a ^afe asylum against those 
continual storms, which supernatural 
ideas produce in the mind. 

The deist will not fail to tell the 
atheist that God is not such as super- 
stition paints him. But the atheist will 
reply to him, that superstition itself, 
and all the absurd and prejudicial no- 
tions to which it gives oirth, are only 
corollaries of those false and obscure 
principles which are held respecting 
the DiviniU'. That his incomprehen- 
sibility suffices to authorize the incom- 
prehensible absurdities and mysteries 
which are told of him, that these mys- 
terious absurdities flow necessarily from 
an absurd chimera which can only give 
birth to other chimeras, which the be- 
wildered imagination of mortals will 
mcessantly multiply. This fundamen- 
tal chimera must be annihilated to as- 
sure the repose of man, that he may 
know his true relations and his duties, 
and obtain that serenity of soul with- 
out which there is no happiness on the 
earth. If the God of the superstitious 
be revolting and mournful, the God of 
the theist will always be a contradicto- 
ry being, who will become fatal, when 
he shall meditate on him, or with which, 
sooner or later, imposture will not fail 
to abuse him. Nature alone, and the 
truths which she discovers to us, are 
capable of giving to the mind and to 
the heart, a firmness, which falsehood 
will not be able to shake. 

Let us again reply to those who un- 
ceasingly repeat, that the interest of 
the passions alone conduct us to athe- 
ism, and that it is the fear of punish- 
ments to come, that determine corrupt 
men to make efforts to annihilate this 
judge whom they have reason to dread. 



We shall, without hesitation, agree 
that the interests and the passions of 
men excite them to make inquiries; 
without interest no man is tempted to 
seek; without passion no man will 
seek vigorously. The question, then, 
to be examined here, is, if the passions 
and interests, which determine some 
thinkers to examine the rights of God, 
are legitimate or not ? We have ex- 
posed these interests, and we have 
found that every rational man finds in 
his inquietudes and his fears, reasona- 
ble motives, to ascertain whether or 
not it be necessary to pass his life in 
perpetual fears and agonies ? Will it 
be said, that an unhappy being, unjust- 
ly condemned to groan in chains, has 
not the right of desiring to break them, 
or to take some means of liberating 
himself from his prison, and from those 
punishments which menace him at 
each instant? Will it be pretended 
that his passion for liberty has no le- 
gitimate foundation, and that he does 
an injury to the companions of his 
misery, m withdrawing himself from 
the strokes of tyranny, and in furnish- 
ing them with assistance to escape from 
these strokes also? Is, then, an in- 
credulous man any thing more than 
one who has escaped from the general 
prison in which tyrannical imposture 
detains all mankind ? Is not an athe- 
ist who writes, one that has escaped, 
and furnishes to those of his associates, 
who have sufficient courage to follow 
him, the means of setting themselves 
free from the terrours which menace 
them ?* 



* The priests unceasingly repeat that it is 
pride, vanity, and the desire of distinguishing 
nimself from the generality of mankind, that 
determines man to incredulity. In this diey 
act like the great, who treat all those as in- 
solentf who refiise to cringe before them. 
Would not every rational man have a right 
to ask a priest, where is thy superiority in 
matters of reasoning 7 What motives can I 
have to submit mv reason to thy delirium? 
On the other hand, may it not be said to the 
clergy that it is interest which makes them 
priests : that it is interest which renders them 
theologians ; that it is the interest of their 
passions, of their pride, of their avarice, of 
their ambition, &c., which attaches them to 
their systems, of which they alone reap the 
benefits 1 Whatever it may be, the priests, 
contented with exercising their empire over 
the uninformed, ought to permit those men 
who think, not to bend their knee before their 
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We also agree, that frequently the 
CO rapt ion of morals, debauchery, li- 
centiousness, and even levity of mind, 
can conduct men to irreligion or to 
incredulity ; but it is possible to be a 
, libertine, irreligious, and to make a 
parade of incredulity, without being an 
atheist on that account : there is un- 
questionably a difference between those 
who are led to irreligion by dint of 
reasoning, and those who reject or 
despise religion, only because they 
look upon it as a melancholy object, 
or an incommodious restraint. Many 
people renounce received prejudices 
thiouirh vanity, or upon hearsay ; these 
pret nded strong minds have examined 
nothing for themselves, they act on 
the authority of others, whom they 
suppose to have weighed things more 
maturely. This kind of incredulous 
beings have not, then, any certain 
ideas, and are but little capacitated to 
reason for themselves ; they are hardly 
in a state to follow the reasoning of 
others. They are irreligious in the 
same manner as the majority of men 
are religious, that is to say, bjr credu- 
lity, like the people, or through mterest, 
like the priests. A voluptary, a de- 
bauchee, buried in drunkenness ; an 
ambitious mortal, an intriguer, a frivo- 
lous and dissipated man, a loose woman, 
a choice spirit of the day, are they 
personages really capable of judging 
of a religion which they have not deep- 
ly examined and maturely weighed, 
of feeling the force of an argument, of 
comparing the whole of a system ? 
If they sometimes discover some faint 
glimmerings of truth amidst the tem- 
pest of their passions, which blind them, 
these leave on them only some evanes- 
cent traces, no sooner received than 
obliterated. Corrupt men attack the 
Gods only when they conceive them 
to be the enemies of their passions.* 

vain idols. ' Tertullian has said, quis enim 
philosophum sacrificare compelUt ! 

See Tertull. Apolog. Chap. 614. 

♦ Arian says, that when men imagine the 
Qods are in opposition to their passions, they 
abuse them and overturn their altars. 

The bolder the sentiments of an atheist, 
and the more strange and suspicious they 
appear to other men, the more strictly and 
scrupulously he ought to observe and to per- 
form his duties, especially if he be not desir- 
ous that his morals should calumniate his 



The honest man attacks them becuuse 
he finds they are inimical to virtue, in- 
jurious to his happiness, contradictory 
to his repose, and fatal to the human 
species. 

Whenever our will is moved by con- 
cealed and complicated motives, it is 
extremely difficult to decide what de- 
tennines it ; a wicked man may be led 
to irreligion or to atheism by those 
motives which he dare not avow even 
to himself: he may form to himself an 
illusion and only follow the interest of 
his passions in believing he seeks after 
truth ; the fear of an avenging God will 
perhaps determine him to deny his 
existence without much examination, 
uniformly because he is incommodious 
to him. Nevertheless, the passions 
happen to be sometimes just ; a great 
interest carries us on to examine things 
more closely : it may frequently make 
a discovery of the truth, even to him 
who seeks after it the least, or who is 
only desirous of being lulled asleep, 
and of deceiving himself. It is the 
same with a perverse man who stum- 
bles UDon the truth, as it is with him 
who, flying from an imaginary danger, 
should find in his road a dangerous 
serpent, which in his haste he should 
kill ; he does that by accident, and 
without design, which a man less 
troubled in his mind would hare done 
with premeditated deliberation. A 
wicked man who fears his God, and 
who would escape from him, may 
certainly discover the absurdity of 
those notions which are entertained of 
him, without discovering for that reason 
that those same notions in no wise 
change or alter the evidence and the 
necessity of his duties. 

To judge properly of things, it is 
necessary to be disinterested ; it is 
necessary to have an enlightened and 
connected mind to compass a great 
system. It belongs only to the honest 
man, to examine the proofs of the ex- 
istence of a God, and the principles of 
religion ; it belongs only to the man 
acquainted with natmre and its ways, 
to embrace with intelligence the cause 
of the System of Nature. The wicked 
and the ignorant are incapable of judg- 

system, which, duly wogfaed, will make the 
necessity and Hbe certitude of morality &l», 
whilst every specieB o£ religion tends to rendcr# 
it problematicn], (A* even to coitrw^vw. 
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ing with candour ; the honest and vir- 
tuous are alone competent judges in so 
weighty an afiair. What do I say ? is 
not (he virtuous man from thence in a 
situation to desire the existence of a 
God who remunerates the goodness of 
men ? If he renounce these advantages 
which his virtue gives him the right to 
hope for, it is because he finds them 
imaginary, as well as the remunerator 
who is announced to him ; and that in 
reflectius: on the character of this Grod, 
he is obliged to acknowledge that it is 
not possible to rely upon a capricious 
despot, and that tne enormities and 
follies to which he serves as a pretext, 
infinitely surpass the pitiful advantages 
that can result from his idea. Indeed, 
every man who reflects, quickly per- 
ceives that for one timid mortal, of 
whom this God restrains the feeble 
passions, there are millions whom he 
cannot curb, and of whom, on the con- 
trary, he excites the fury ; for one that 
he consoles, there are millions whom 
he afirights, whom he afliicts. whom 
he obliges to groan ; in short, ne finds 
that against one inconsistent enthu- 
siast, which this God, whom he be- 
lieves good, renders happy^ he carries 
discord, carnage, and affliction, into 
vast countries, and plunges whole peo- 
ple in grief and tears. 

However this may be, do not let us 
mquire into the motives which may 
determine a man to embrace a system : 
let us examine the system, let us con- 
vince ourselves if it be true, and if we 
shall find that it is founded upon truth, 
we shall never be able to esteem it 
dangerous. It is always falsehood 
which injures men ; if errour be visibly 
the source of their sorrows, reason is 
the true remedy for them. Do not let 
us farther examine the conduct of a 
man who presents us with a system ; 
his ideas, as we have already said, 
may be extremely sound, when even 
his actions are highly deserving cen- 
sure. If the system of atheism cannot 
render him perverse who is not so by 
his temperament, it cannot render him 
good who does not otherwise know the 
motives which should conduct him to 
virtue. At least, we have proved that 
the superstitious man, when he has 
strong passion.^ and a depraved heart, 
finds even in his religion a thousand 
pretexts more than the atheist for m- [ 



■ juring the human species. The atheist 
has notp at least, the mantle of zeal to 
cover his vengeance, his transports, and 
• his fury j the atheist has not the facult" 
of expiating, at the expense of money 
' or by the aid of certain ceremonies, the 
outrages which he commits against 
society j he has not the advantage oi 
being able to reconcile himself with 
his God, and by some easy custom, tc 
' quiet the remorse of his disturbed con- 
science ; if crime has not deadened 
every feeling of his heart, he is obliged 
continually to carry within himself an 
inexorable judge, who unceasingly re- 
proaches him for his odious conduct, 
who forces him to blush, to hate him- 
self, and to fear the looks and the re- 
sentment of others. The superstitious 
man, if he be wicked, gives himself up 
to crime, which is followed by re- 
morse ; but his religion quickly fur- 
nishes him with the means of getting 
rid of it ; his life is generally no more 
than a long series of errour and grief, 
of sin and expiation : still more, he 
frequently commits, as we have al- 
ready seen, crimes of greater magni- 
tude, in order to expiate the first : des- 
titute of any permanent ideas of mo- 
rality, he accustoms himself to look 
upon nothing as a crime, but that which 
the ministers and the interpreters of 
his God forbid him to commit : he con- 
siders as virtues, or as the means of 
effacing his transgressions, actions of 
the blackest die, which are frequently 
held out to him as agreeable to this 
Grod. It is thus we have seen fanatics 
expiate, by the most atrocious perse- 
cutions, their adulteries, their infamy, 
their unjust wars, and their usurpa- 
tions ; and to wasn away their iniqui- 
ties, bathe themselves in the blood 
of those superstitious beings, whose 
infatuation made them victims and 
martyrs. 

An atheist, if he has reasoned justly, 
if he has consulted nature, has prin- 
ciples more certain, and always tnore 
humane than the superstitious : his re- 
ligion, whether gloomy or enthusiastic, 
always conducts the latter either to 
folly or to cruelty. The imagination 
of an atheist will never be intoxicated 
to that degree, to make him believe 
that violence, injustice, persecution, or 
assassination, are virtuous or legitimate 
actions. We every day see that reli- 
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gion, or the cause of Heaven, hood- 
winks those persons who are humane, 
equitable, and rational on every other 
occasion, so much that they make it a 
duty to treat with the utmost barbarity 
those men who step aside from their 
mode of thinking. A heretic, an in- 
credulous being, ceases to be a man in 
the eyes of the superstitious. Every 
society, infected with the venom of re- 
iigion, offers us innumerable examples 
of juridicial assassinations, which the 
tribunals commit without scruple, and 
without remorse ; judges, who are equi- 
table on every other occasion, are no 
longer so as soon as there is a question 
of theological chimeras; in bathing 
themselves in blood, they believe they 
conform to the views of the Divin- 
ity. Almost every where, the laws 
are subordinate to superstition^ and 
make themselves accomplices m its 
fury ; they legitimate or transform into 
duties those cruelties which are the 
most contrary to the rights of humanir 
tjr.* Are not all these avengers of re- 
ligion blind men, who, with gayety of 
heart, and through piety and duty, im- 
molate to it those victims which it ap- 
points? Are they not tyrants, who 
have the injustice to violate thought, 
and who have the folly to believe they 
can enslave it ? Are they not fanatics 
on whom the law, dictated by inhu- 
man prejudices, impose the necessity 
of becoming ferocious brutes? Are 
not all those sovereigns, who, to avenge 
Heaven, torment and persecute their 
subjects, and sacrifice human victims 
to the wickedness of their anthroph- 
poagite Gods, men whom religious zeal 
has converted into tigers ? Are not 
those priests, so careful of the soul's 
health, who insolently break into the 
sanctuary of the thoughts, to the end 
that they may find in the opinions of 
man motives for injuring him, odious 
knaves and disturbers of the mind's 
repose, whom religion honours, and 
whom reason detests ? What villains 



♦ The president Grammont relates, with a 
satisfaction truly worthy a cannibal, the par- 
ticulars of the punishment of Vanini, who ' 
was burnt at Toulouse, although he had dis- 
avowed the opinions with which he was ac- 
cused. This president even goes so far as to ! 
find wicked the cries and Rowlings which 
torment wrested from this unhappy victim of , 
religious cruelty. ' 



are more odious in the eyes of human- 
ity than those infamous inquisitorSj 
who, by the blindness of princes, enjoy 
the advantage of judging^ their own 
enemies, and of committing them to 
the fiames ? Nevertheless the super- 
stition of the people makes them re- 
spected, and the favour of kings over- 
whelms them with kindness ! Do not 
a thousand examples prove that reli- 
gion has every where produced and 
justified the most unaccountable hor- 
rours ? Has it not a thousand times 
armed men with the poniards of homi- 
cides, let loose passions much more 
terrible than those which it pretended 
to restrain, and broken the most sacred 
bonds of mortals ? Has it not, under 
the pretexts of duty, of faith, of piety, 
of zeal, favoured cruelty, stupidity^ 
ambition, and tyranny ? Has not the 
cause of God made murder, perfidy, 
perjury, rebellion, and regicide legiti- 
mate ? Have not those princes, who 
frequently have made themselves the 
avengers of Heaven, the lictors of re- 
ligion, hundreds of times been its vic- 
tims ? In short, has not the name of 
God been the signal for the most dis- 
mal follies, and the most frightful and 
wicked outrages ? Have not the altars 
of the Gods every where swam in 
blood ; and under whatever form they 
may have shown the Divinity, was he 
not always the cause or the pretext of 
the most insolent violation of the rights 
of humanity?! 

t It is right to remark that the religion of 
the Christians which boasts of giving to men 
the most just ideas of the Divhiity ; which 
every time that it is accused of being turbu- 
lent and sanguinary, only shows its God as 
on the side of goodness and mercy; which 
prides itself onTiaving taught the purest sys- 
tem of morality ; which pretends to have es- 
tablished for ever concord and peace amongst 
those who profess it : It is well, I say, to re- 
mark that It has caused more divisions and 
disputes, more political and civil wars, more 
crimes of every species, than all the other re- 
ligions of the world united. We will perhaps 
be told, that the progress of learning will pre- 
vent this superstition from producing in future 
such dismal effects as those which it has for- 
merly done ; but we shall reply, that fanati- 
cism will ever be equally dangerous, or that 
the cause nof being removed, the effects will 
always be the same. Thus so long as super- 
stition shall be held in consideration, and 
shall have power, there will be disputes, per- 
secutions, regicides, disorders, &c., &c. So 
loner as mankind shall be sufficiently irra- 
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Never will an atheist, as long a^ he 
enjoys his rijjhl senses, persuade him- 
itelf that similar actions can he justifia- 
hle ; never will he believe that he who 
coiniuits them can be an estimable 
man ; there is no one but a supersti- 
tious bein<^, whose blindness makes i 
him fori^ei the most evident principles \ 
of morality, of nature, and of reason, j 
who can possibly imagine that the ; 
mo<t destructive crimes are virtues. 
If the atheist be perverse, he, at least, 
knows that he does wrong; neither 
God nor his priests will be able to per- 
suade him that he does right, and what- 
ever crimes he may allow himself to 
commit, he will never be capable of 
exceeding those which superstition 
causes (o be committed without scru- 
ple, by those whom it intoxicates with 
Its fury, or to whom it holds forth 
crimes themselves as expiations and 
meritorious actions. 

Thus the atheist, however wicked 
he may be supposed to be, will at most 
be only on a level with the devotee, 
whose religion frequently encourages 
him to commit crime wnich it trans- 
forms into virtue. As to conduct, if he 
be debauched, voluptuous, intemper- 
ate, and adulterous, the atheist diners 
in nothing from the most credulous 
superstitious being, who frequently 
knows how to connect with his credu- 
lity those vices and crimes which his 
priests will always pardon, provided 
he render homage to their power. If 
he be in Hindostan, nis bramins will 
wash him in the Ganges while reciting 
a prayer. If he be a Jew, upon ma- 
king an offering, his sins will be effaced ; 
if he be in Japan, he will be cleansed 
by performing a pilgrimage ; if he be 
a Mahometan, he will be reputed a 
saint for having visited the tomb of 
his prophet : if he be a Christian, he 
will pray, he will fast, he will throw 

tional to look upon religion as a thing of the 
first importance to them, the ministers of re- 
ligion will have the opportunity of confound- 
ing every thing on earth under the pretext of 
serving the interest of the Divinity, which 
will never he other than their own peculiar 
mterests. The Christian church would only 
have one mode of wiping away tlie accusation 
which is brought against it of being intolerant 
or cruel, and that would be solemnly to de- 
clare that it is not aUowable to persecute or in- 
jure any one for his opinions ; but this is 
what its ministers vnll never do. 



himself at the feet of his priests and 
confess his faults to them ; these will 
give him absolution in the name ot 
the Most High, will sell him the in- 
dulgences from Heaven, bat never will 
they censure him for those crimes 
which he shall have committed in sup- 
port of their several faiths. 

We are constantly told, that the in- 
decent or criminal conduct of the priests 
and of their sectaries proves nothing 
against the goodness of^ their religious 
systems; but wherefore do they not 
say the same thing of the conduct of 
the atheist, who, as we have already 
proved, may have a very good and very 
true system of morality, even while 
leading a dissolute life ? If it be ne- 
cessary to judge the opinions of man- 
kind according to their conduct, which 
is the religion that would bear this 
scrutiny ? Let us, then, examine the 
opinions of the atheist without approv- 
ing of his conduct; let us adopt his 
mode of thinking, if we judge it to be 
true, useful, and rational ; let us reject 
his mode of acting, if we find it blame- 
able. At the sight of a work filled 
with truth, we do not embarrass our- 
selves with the morals of the work- 
man. Of what importance is it to the 
universe whether Newton were a sober 
or an intemperate, a chaste or a de- 
bauched man ? It only remains for us 
to examine whether he reasoned well, 
if his principles be certain, if the parts 
of his system are connected, if his work 
contains more demonstrable truths thrtn 
bold ideas. Let us judge in the same 
manner of the principles of an atheist ; 
if they are strange and unusual, thai 
is a reason for examining them more 
strictly; if he has spoken truth, if he 
has demonstrated his positions, let us 
yield to the evidence ; if he be de- 
ceived in some parts let us distinguish 
the true from the false, but do not let 
us fall into the hackneyed prejudice, 
which on account of one errour in the 
detail, rejects a multitude of incontest- 
able truths.* The atheist, when he is 
deceived, has unquestionably as much 
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♦ Dr. Johnson (the Christian bear or hog) 
says in his preface to his dictionary, that 
" where a man shall have executed his task 
with all the accuracy possible, he will only be 
allowed to have done his duty; but if he 
commit the slightest errour, a thousand 
snarlers are ready to point iijout." 
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right to th row his faults on the fragility 
of his nature as the superstitious man. 
An atheist may have vices and defects, 
he may reason badly ; but at least his 
errours will never have the c onsequen- 
"ces oF re li gious novelties; they will 
not, liEe~*(hese, kindle up tne lire' of 
discord in the bosom of nations ; the 
atheist will not justify his vices and 
his wanderings by religion ; he will 
not pretend to infallibility," like those 
self-conceited theologians who attach 
the divine sanction to their follies, and 
who suppose that Heaven authorizes 
those sophisms, those falsehoods, and 
those errours, which they believe them- 
selves obliged to distribute over the 
face of the earth. 

It will perhaps be said that the refu- 
sal to believe in the Divinity, will rend 
asunder one of the most powerful bonds 
of society, in making the sacred ness 
of an oath vanish. I reply, that per- 
jury is by no means rare in the most 
religious nations, nor even amongst 
those persons who make a l)oast of 
being the most thoroughly convinced of 
the existence of the Gods. Diagoras, 
superstitious as he was, became, it is 
said, an atheist on seeing that the Grods 
had not thundered their vengeance on 
a man who had taken them as evidence 
to a falsity. Upon this principle, how 
many atheists ought to be made among 
us? From the principle which has 
made an invisible and an unknown be- 
ing the depositary of man's engage- 
ments, we do not see it result that their 
engagements and their most solemn 
contracts are more solid for this vain 
formality. Conductors of nations, it 
is you above all, that I call upon to 
witness my assertions ! This Uod, of 
whom ye say ye are the imager, from 
whom ye pretend to hold the right of 
governing ; this God, whom ye ho often 
make the witness of your o^tths, tlic 
g;uarantee of your treaties ; thi^ God, 
of whom ye declare ye fear the iud^- 
ment, has he much weiijht with y«, 
whenever there is a f|ue<ition of i\w 
most futile interest 1 Do ye r#'Ii{(joij'»- 
ly observe those sacred enj<jjj^<rrn»'r»l* 
which ye have made with your fillii;^, 
and with your %\x\>}H*tU 7 I'nufjin ! 
who to so much religjr>n rr<'/|u*?rifly 
join so little probity, I «»^« th^r j;/;w<'r of 
truth overwbeloiA ye ; without doahi^ 
3rou blush at thin quts^ium ^ hw\ ptn 
No. XL— 41 



are constrained to allow that you equal- 
ly mock Gods and men. What do I 
say ? Does not religion itself fre- 
quently absolve you from your oaths ? 
Does it not prescribe that you should * 
"be perfidious, and violate plighted faith, 
above all, when there is a question ot 
its sacred interests, does it not order 
you to dispense with the engagements 
you have made with those whom it 
condemns? And after having ren- 
dered you perfidious and perjured, has 
it not sometimes arrogated the right o/ 
absolving your subjects from those 
oaths which bound them to you I* If 
we consider things attentively, we shaL 
see, that under such chiefs, religion 
and politics are schools ot perjury. 
Therefore, knaves of every condition 
never recoil when it is necessary to 
attest the name of God to the most 
manifest frauds, and for the vilest in- 
terests. What end then do oaths 
answer? They are snares in which 
simplicity alone can suffer itself to be 
caught ; oaths are every where vain 
formalities, they impose nothing on 
villains, nor do they add any thing to 
the engagements of honest men, who, 
without oaths, would not have had the 
temerity to violate them. A perfidious 
and perjured superstitious being, un- 
questionably has not anv advantai^e 
over an atheist who should fail in his 
promises ; neither the one nor the other 
any loncer deserves the confidence of 
their fellow-citizens nor the esteem 
of good men : if one does not respect 
his God in whom he believes, the other 
neitl>er respects his reason, his repu- 
tation, nor public opinion, in which all 
rational men cannot refuse to believe.f 

♦ It is « maxim c/mstantly rew^vwl in ih« 
R/;man ('atholir; rfXin^m^ that is Uf aay, in 
that m^A'A of C'hriatiariify, th^ trumi mttK^mH' 
iuntn and thi: ntONt nunMrroua, Ih/U ntt faUhii 
iu hfi hrUl wUft, hrrdlr/n. llu; (r«;n«^al fjmw'A 
of (Umn\MU'Ai t\t'j'M\(9i\ ihiJJi, wh'?n, n/#»wifh' 

John Hna, nw\ Jt^ntuh rrntfitf: lo >^ >/»jrnt, 
Th^ Ihttfittu i'ftUnfl'UHn/il m w«(l krufwrt^ i\us 
ni/ht of f'W^mu, U^** nt'rjoiArum frotu iH*9r 
om\tn, itwl ttuttitWtttu lUt-ir vowm; tim tmrtt^ 
i*hitUfY Uttn fpT'jJwmiTy HWtunUviS f/> htmtt^ 

ihtif ntiUitrin ffoin f\ntr *tntun iff ftfUMty. 
ii m vt'ty t'.%ifntff«\fUHry fhat ttnihn f^umii 

hftn *;XUf*n*\Y \tfttMnU^\ tu*-. i*a*r *H ihfitn. 
t '■' Aft ttmSi,*' %nyn Hf^tit»M. "iMt^wpAm^ 
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It hfts been frequently asked, if there 
erer was a nation that had no idea of 
the Dirinity. and if a people unifonnly 
composed 6i atheists would be able to 
9ub<ist ? Whatever some speculators 
may say, it does not appear likely that 
there ever has been upon our globe a 
numerous people, who have not had an 
idea of some mvisible power, to whom 
fhey have shown marks of respect and 
submission.* Man. inasmuch as he is 
a fearful and ignorant animal, neces- 
sarily becomes superstitious in his mis- 
fortunes: either he forms a God for 
himself, or he admits the Crod which 
others are disposed to give him. It 
does not then appear that we can ra- 
tionally suppose there may have been, 
or that there actually is, a people upon 
the earth a total stranger to the notion 
of some Divinity. One will show us 
the sun, or the moon and stars ; the 
other will show us the sea, the lakes, 
the rivers, which furnish him his sub- 
sistence ; the trees which afford him 
an a^ylum a^^ainst the inclemency of 
the air ; another will show us a rock 
of an odd form, a high mountain or 
volcano that frequently astonishes him ; 
another will present you with his croc- 
odile, whose malignity he fears ; his 
dangerous serpent, the reptile to which 
he attributes his good or his bad for- 
tune. In short, each man w^ill make 
you see his phantasm, his domestic or 
tutelar)' God with respect. 

But from the existence of his Grods, 
the >avage does not draw the same in- 
liuciiuns as the civilized and polished 

to an obligation, it only augments, in the im- 
airinalion of him who swears, the fear of vio- 
laimir an engotrement, which he would have 
bfcn obliged To keep ever without any oath." 

♦It has been sometimes believed that the 
Chinese were atheists ; but this errour is due 
to the Christian Missionaries, who are accus- 
tomed to treat all those as atheists who do 
not hold opinions similar to their own upon 
■ he Divinity. It always appears that the 
^'hinese are a people extremely superstitious, 
but that they are governed by chiefs who are 
not so, without, however, their being atheists 
for that reason. If the empire of China be 
as flourishing as it is said to be, it at least fur- 
nishes a Very forcible proof that those who 
govern, have no occasion to be superstitious 
m order to govern with propriety, a people 
who is so. 

It is pretended that the Greenlanders have 
no idea of the Divinity. Nevertheless, it is 
difficult to believe it of a nation so savage and 
*o ill-treated by Nature. 



man ; the savage does not believe it a 
duty to reason much upon his Divini- 
ties ; he does not imagine that they 
ought to influence his morals, nor en- 
tirely occupy his thoughts: content 
with a gross, simple, and exterior wor- 
ship, he does not believe that these in- 
visible powers trouble themselves with 
his conduct towards his fellow-crea- 
tures ; in short, he does not connect his 
morality with his religion. This mo- 
rality is coarse, as must be that of all 
ignorant people ; it is proportioned to 
his wants, which are few ; it is ire- 

?[uently irrational, because it is the 
ruit of ignorance, of inexperience, and 
of the passions of men, but slightly 
restrained in their infancy. It is only 
in numerous, stationary, and civilized 
societies, where man's wants multiply 
themselves, and his interests clash, 
that he is obliged to have recourse to 
governments, to laws, and to public 
worship, in order to maintain concord: 
it is then that men approximating, rea- 
son and combine their ideas, refine and 
subtilize their notions ; it is then that 
those who govern them, avail them- 
selves of the fear of invisible powers 
to keep them within bounds, to render 
them docile, and oblige them to obey 
and live peaceably. It is thus that by 
degrees, morals and politics find them- 
selves connected with religious sys- 
tems. The chiefs of nations, frequent- 
ly superstitious themselves, but little 
enlightened upon their own interests, 
but little versed in sound moraiity, and 
but little instructed in the true motive- 
powers of the human heart, believe 
that they have done every thing for 
their own authority as well as for the 
happiness and repose of society, in 
rendering their subjects superstitious, 
in menacing them with the wrath of 
their invisible phantoms, in treating 
them like children, who are appeased 
with fables and chimeras. By the as- 
sistance of these marvellous inventions, 
to which even the chiefs and the con- 
ductors of nations are themselves fre- 
quently the dupes, and which are trans- 
mitted from race to race in their duties; 
sovereigns are dispensed frotn the 
trouble of instructing themselves ; they 
neglect the laws, they enervate them- 
selves in ease and sloth, they follow 
nothing but the caprice, they repose in 
their deities the care of restraining their 
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subjects ; they confide the instruction 
of the people to priests, who are com- 
missioned to render them good, sub- 
missive, and devout, and to teach them, 
in an early age, to tremble under the 
yoke of the visible and invisible Gods. 
It is thus that nations are kept by 
.their tutors in a perpetual state of in- 
fancy, and are only restrained by vain 
chimeras. It is thus that politics, ju- 
j irisprudence, education, and morality, 
'a*e every where infected with super- 
siition. It is thus that men no longer 
kaow any duties but those of religion ; 
it is thus that the idea of virtue is 
falsely associated with that of those 
imaginary powers to which imposture 
gave that language which is most con- 
ducive to its own immediate interests. 
It is thus that men are persuaded that 
Tvithout a Grod there no longer exists 
auy morality for them. It is thus that 
princes and subjects, equally blind to 
liieir true interests, to the duties of na- 
ture, and to their reciprocal rights, have 
habituated themselves to consider re- 
ligion as necessary to morals, as indis- 
pensably requisite to govern men, and 
ds the most certain means of arriving 
iki power and happiness. 

It is from these dispositions, of which 
'^e have so frequently demonstrated 
the falsity, that so many persons, other- 
wise extremely enlightened, look upon 
it as an impossibilitv, that a society of 
atheists could subsist for any length 
of time. It does not admit a question, 
that a numerous society who should 
neither have religion, morality, govern- 
ment laws, education, nor principles, 
could not maintain itself, and that it 
would simply draw together beings 
disposed to injure each other, or chil- 
dren who would only blindly follow the 
most fatal impulsions ; but then, with 
all the religion in the world, are not hu- 
man societies very nearly in this state? 
Are not the sovereigns of almost every 
country in a continual state of warfare 
with their subjects ? Are not thene 
subjects, in despite of religion and the 
terrible notions which it gives lh«;m of 
the Divinity, unceasingly occupi**d in 
reciprocally injuring each othi?r, and 
rendering themselves mutually uriliap- 
py 1 Does not religion itnelf^ with \U 
supernatural notions, unrein iltirit(ly (lat- 
ter the vanitv and the passion«i of now.- 
reigos, and throw oil into the Hr« of din- 



cord between those citizens who are 
divided in opinion ? Could those inr 
fernal powers, who are supposed to 
be ever upon the watch to injure the 
human species, be capable of producing 
greater evils upon the earth than spring 
from fanaticism, and the fury to which 
theology gives birth ? In snort, could 
atheists, assembled togetS g r in s o ci ety j ^ 
' ^o\v e\n5T 'irnttioti gt "tH ^ may be ^iip- 
■ J)6f^ed to ■l5e,"i^ri(lu^T ihumstilves lo- 

wards each other in a more cri miTial 
manner, than do these supeFstiti?^ 
beings, filled with real vices and ex- 
travagant chimeras, who have, during 
so many ages, done nothing more than 
destroy themselves and cut each other's 
throats, without reason, and without 
pity ? It cannot be pretended they 
would j on the contrary, we boldly as- 
sert, that a society of atheists, destitute 
of all religion, governed by wholesome 
laws, formed by a good education, in- 
vited to virtue by recompenses, deterred 
from crime by equitable punishments, 
and disentangled from illusions, false- 
hood, and chimeras, would be infinitely 
more honest and more virtuous than 
those religious societies, in which every 
thing conspires to intoxicate the mind 
and to corrupt the heart. 

When we shall be disposed usefully 
to occupy ourselves with the happiness 
of men, it is with the Qods in heaven 
that the reform must commence ; it is 
by abstracting these imaginary beings, 
destined to affright people who are rg- 
norant and in a state of infancy, that 
we shall be able to promise ourselves to 
conduct man to a state of maturity. It 
cannot be too often repeated, there is no 
morality without consulting the nature 
of rnan and his true relations with the 
beings of his species ; no fixed princi- 
ples for man's conduct in regulating 
It upon unjust, capricious, and wicked 
Gods ; no sound politics, without con- 
sulting the nature of man, living in 
society to satisfy his wants, and to 
assure his happiness and its enjoy- 
ment. No wise government can found 
itself upon^a despotic God, he will al- 
ways iiiak*? tyrants of his n?pre^enta- 
tives. No laws will he good without 
consulting the nature ;ind the end ol 
so<!iety. No jurisprudence can he ad- 
vantageous for nati^nis, if it is regu- 
lated uf)on the caprice and paffions ot 
deified tyrantM. No education will be 
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**:r.* wn-j-je cireucistaDoes euaj^le them 
: j nieiiitate. to make researches, and 
u»€iul di*cov-eriei>. which, sooner or 
later, dnisn bv extending themsel7*s. 
ar.d be»*oming benedcial wh€a :t*t 
have teen judged auraaiaiieous ajd 
true. The seoriieirician. thcLiechan c 
ihr: chymiyt. the phvsician. the ciriliAi. 
t.ie arti«aD himself, labour in tiieir 
•:i"j-et> or in their ivorkshcps. seeki:» 
Liinr int:aii> to serve society- each in tis 
sL.aere : nevertheless, not one of the* 
^'Mence^ or professions are known m 
the uninitiated, who. however, do nX 
fail in the Ion? run to profit bv. asd 
reap the advantages of those iabonrs 
P'-"" : J .ur'rrlve". Tae lica of a Gtid. - of which they themselves have no idea. 
iri'iii-.-airr-i fr)ni tlie rnos: render in- It is for the manner that the astr#it- 
fan:y. di-*- n i a;- fear 'A a naiure tu omer labours : it is for him that the 
aiiriHC eradi''ati"ix -rum :hr mind i.-f (he geometrician and the mechanic calcu- ' 
ruj rrv of niankind : i: would. :er- fate: it is fur the mason and the labourer 
hdp<. r^ a^ di:h:ult i.. jive i: tc tho-e ■ that the skilful architect draws learrt«d • 
pr-r«. •ri'i. wh .'. arrived at a certaiu a^e. ; designs. Whatever may be the pr&- 
*n uid n«rvrr h.ivtr ht^ard it spoken of.) tended utility of religious opinionj^/tli^ 
a« r<.- r>a:ii^h It fp»in rhe'minds of those j profound and subtile theologian cannot 
wh have bren imbued with it from; boast of labouring, of WTiting. or '^f 
' ' -W-' -^ disputing for the advantage of the peo- 

ple, whom, however, they contrive to 



Ir. ^n .r. :.-.'?re i- c . v^r:.ie. 

•«!>:::». u^der i-.-rjpc 

.' i»r::.»r • .». :;•: r'ti^.-e 

:-.. irT r.i-*.. ::ie ru*i..x.»r> 

..— ■' ic : ..f '.r.cr-. ar.J whu 

'. -•..:-• ;a t:.-m •ae ^eruia kjI 

I. - ■ -: ••». in J •:.:ur •."e. 

... :"'■ .ir-. '•• -i^KT-i. :f we ..•:•. i 
;i .-. r..i"»rr '.i.r-«?»vt;'» w.rh evrr 
: - ii '.;►• :• in*, uf iii.iii:n:r a pr^ 
•--/. :" '■J-: ::ieir rtlui.u** -i^'in- 
' :.-. r :.:•? .:-a» w..:-rh ii.-y :*ave "t 
i:.- i'.-.\r;:*v ■ I r*-[»ly. chat tr*e ih:iiz 
arieir* ut:eriv ii:ir-=-*iJ>ie. and 'hiit 
f.*.* I* n-.'i r;.f? end wiu-ra we ran ito- 



their earliest infano\. Thus it cannot 
b«f ^upjv.i^ed that it i> pos'^ible to make 
a wH'jie nation pa^s from the abyss of tax exorbitantly for those systems and 



sup»-r-iitiun. thai is to say. from the i those mysteries which they will never 
^i«J-|»^;l «.f ijn-.'ran'^^ and of delirium. | understand, and which never can ac 
iiii" ah-ului»r :i:hei*ni. whioh suppo>es " any time be of any utility whatever to 



retief'ti.'n. 



*iudv. 



knowledge, a Ion? j them. 



sserii^s uf experience, the habit of con- 
lernpiatiiij nature, the science of the 
cau-e< uf its variuu^ phenomena, of its 
curiibination-s. uf its laws, of the beinirs 
whu compu-e it, and uf their different 
pri'[>eriit*'i. In order to be an aihei;kt. 
or tu be assured of the powers -of na- 
ture, it is necessary to have meditated 
profoundly ; a superficial glance of the 
eye will not make us acquainted with 
her powers ; eyes but little exercised, 
will unceasingly be deceived ; the ig- 
lorance of actual causes will make us 
suppose those which are imaginary ; 
and ignorance will thus reconduct the 
natural philosopher himself to the (eel 
of a phantom, in which his limited 
vision, or his idleness will make him 
believe he shall find the solution of 
every difficulty. 

Atheism, as well as philosophy and 
all profound and abstract sciences, 
then, is not calculated for the unin- 
formed, neither is it suitable for the 
majority of mankind. There are in 



It is not. then, for the multitude that 
a philosopher ought to propose to him- 
self to write or to meditate. The prin- 
ciples of atheism, or the System of 
Xatftre. are not even calculated, as 
we have shown, for a great number of 
persuns. extremely enlightened on other 
point*, but frequently too much prepos- 
sessed in favour of received prejudices. 
It is extremely rare to find men who, 
to an enlarged mind, extensive know- 
ledge, and great talents, join either 
a well-regulated imagination, or the 
courage necessary to combat success- 
fully those habitual chimeras Avith 
which the brain has been long inocu- 
lated. A secret and invincible incli- 
nation frequently reconducts, in despite 
of all reasoning, the most solid and 
the best-fortified minds to those preju- 
dices which they se.e generally estab- 
lished, and of which they have them- 
selves drank copiously from their most 
lender infancy. Nevertheless, by de- 
inciples which then ap- 
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pear strange or revolting, when they 
have truth on their side, insinuate 
themselves into the mind, become fa- 
miliar, extend themselves far and wide, 
and produce the most advantageous 
effects over every society : in time, men 
familiarize themselves with those ideas 
"which originally they had looked upon 
as absurd and irrational ; at least, they 
cease to consider those as odious who 
profess opinions upon things of which 
experience makes it evident, thejr may 
be permitted to have doubts without 
danger to the public. 

The diffusion of ideas, then, amongst 
[men^ is not to be dreaded. Are they 
useful ? By degrees they will fructify. 
The man who writes, must neither nx 
his eyes upon the time in which he 
f lives, nor upon his actual fellow-citi- 
i zens, nor upon the country which he 
A inhabits. He must speak to the bu- 
sman species, he must foresee future 
'generations ; in vain will he expect 
|the applauses of his contemporaries ; 
in vain shall he flatter himself with see- 
ing his precocious principles received 
kindly by prejudiced minds ; if he has 
told truth, the ages that shall follow 
will render justice to his efforts ; mean- 
time, let him content himself with the 
idea of having done well, or with the 
secret suffrages of those few friends to 
truth who inhabit the earth. It is after 
his death that the writer of truth tri- 
umphs ; it is then that the stings of 
hatred and the shafts of envy, either 
exhausted or blunted, give place to 
truth, which being eternal, must sur- 
vive all the errours of the earth.* 

Besides, we shall say with Hobbes, 
that " We cannot do men any harm 
by proposing our ideas to them ; the 

* It is a problem with a great many people, 
if truth may not be injurious. The bent in- 
^ntioned persons are themselves frequently 
in great doubt upon this important point 
T\uth never injures any but those who de- 
ceive men : these have the greatest inu^roMt 
in being undeceived. Truth rnay l>e injurious 
to him who announces it, but no Irul/i con 
possibly injure the human species, and never 
can it be too clearly annomic^sti to bcj/ij^s nl- 
ways litde disposed to lisu^n to, or comjire' 
hend it If all those who write to niuHHiiuui 
important truths, which are oJurayH roniiitlcr- 
ed as the most danfftrfmn. were Miifnciiritly 
warmed with the public welfare to Mp^-nk lr<M;- 
ly, even at the ri^k of displeasing th«-ir rendimi, 
the human race would be niudi nioH' en* 
ligfateiv*d and much happier than it \%. To 



worst mode is to leave them in doubt 
and dispute ; indeed, are they not so 
already ?" If an author who writes 
be deceived, it is because he may have 
reasoned badly. Has he laid down 
false principles ? It remains to ex- 
amine them. Is his system false and 
ridiculous? It will serve to make 
truth appear in its greatest splendour ; 
his work will fall into contempt ; and 
the writer, if he be witness to its 
fall, will be sufficiently punished for 
his temerity ; if he be dead, the liv- 
ing cannot disturb his ashes. No man 
writes with a design to injure his fel- 
low-creatures ; he always proposes to 
himself to merit their suffrages, either 
by amusing them, by exciting their 
curiosity, or by communicating to them 
discoveries which he believes useful. 
No work can be dangerous ; above all, 
if it contains truth. It would not be 
so, even if it contained principles evi- 
dently contrary to experience and good 
sense. Indeed, what would result from 
a work that should now tell us the sun 
is not luminous ; that parricide is legit- 
imate ; that robbery is allowable ; that 
adultery is not a crime ? The smallest 
reflection would make us feel the falsity 
of these principles, and the whole hu- 
man race would protest against them. 
Men would laugh at the folly of the 
author, and presently his book and his , 
name would be known only bv their 
ridiculous extravagancies. Tnere is 
nothing but religious follies that are 
pernicious to mortals ; and wherefore ? 
It is because authority always pretends 
to establish them by violence, to make 
them pass for virtues, and rii^orously 
punishes those who sliuuld be dispo.sed 
to laugh at or to examine them. If 
men were more rational, they would 

write in anil»itfiJou« words, is frequently to 
writ<} to nobody. The human mind is idli*, 
we nujst spfirc it ns miicit us possible the 
trouble and enibfirruHMinent of reflecting. 
VViwit time and ntndy does it not retjuire at 
the jfrcNcnf i\\\y to iinnivl the fnnbi((Uou8 
ormcles of llic Mneieiif philoHophers, whow; 
true sf^ntiriients nre niniost entirely lost to ust 
If Iniih be lUM-ful to men, it is an injustice 
lo deprive ihem of it: if trMih ought to be 
ndmiited. we tjiuMt nflniit its consequence*, 
whirrh nUo wxv InifliJi. Men, for the most 
|*»irt, are fonri of tnUk, but its consequences 
inspire them with wi much fear, that fre- 
quently they prefer remaining; in errour^ of 
which hfdiit prevents them from feeling the 
d' plorwble fiu't'in. 



S26 



MOTIVES WHICH LEAD TO ATHEISM. Ac. 



cun!«i(]er relii^ious opinion^ and theolo- 
gical !»y stems with ihe -•aine eyes as 
systems of natural philosophy, or prob- 
lems in geometry : these latter never 
disturb the repi)se of society. althou|^h 
:uey sometimes excite very warm dis- 
p'ltes amongst some of the learned. 
'rh"ol»):jical quarrels would never be 
attended with any evil consequences, 
it* men could arrive at the desirable 
pnjnt of making those who have power 
in their hand<, teel that they ought not 
ti) have any other sensations than those 
of indifference and contempt, for the 
dixj.'utes of persons who do not them- 
selves understand the marvellous ques- 
tions upon which they never cease dis- 
puting. 

It is at least, this indifference, so 
ju««t. so rational, so advantageous for 
states ^^^^ sound philosophy proposes 
to introduce by degrees upon the earth. 
Would not the human species be much 
happier, if the sovereigns of the world, 
occupied with the welfare of their sub- 
ject<, and leaving to superstition its 
futile conte^its, submitted religion to 
politics; oblicjed its haughty ministers 
to become citizens ; and carefully pre- 
v»Mited their quarrels from interrupting 
the public tranquillity? What advan- 
tage-* would there not result to science, 
to the progress of the human mind, to 
the p».Tfectionating of morality, of juris- 
prudence, of legislation, of education, 
from the liberty of thought? At pres- 
ent genius every where linds shackles ; 
religion continually opposes itself to 
its course : man, enveloped with ban- 
dages, does not enjoy any one of his 
fiirulties ; his mind itseli is tortured, 
and appears continually wrapped up 
in the swaddling clothes of infancy. 
The civil power, leagued with the spi- 
ritual power, appears only disposed to 
rule over brutalized slaves, confined 
in an obscure prison, where they make 
eacli other reciprocally feel the effects 
of their mutual ill-humour. Sove- 
reigns detest liberty of thought, be- 
cause they fear truth ; this truth ap- 
pears formidable to them, because it 
would condemn their excesses; these 
excesses are dear to them, because they 
know no more than their subjects their 
true interests, which ought to blend 
themselves into one. 

Let not the courage of the philoso- 
pher, however, be abated by so many 



united obstacles, which would appeal 
to exclude for ever truth from its do 
minion ; reason from the oiind of man, 
and nature from its rights. The thoa 
sandth part of those cares which are 
bestowed to infect the human mind, 
would be sufficient to make it whole. 
Do not then let us despair, do not let 
us do man the injury to believe that 
truth is not made for him ; his mind 
seeks after it incessantly ; his heart de- 
sires it ; his happiness demands it bad- 
ly ; he fears it or mistakes it, only be- 
cause religion, which has overthrown 
all his ideas, perpetually keeps the 
bandeau of delusion over his eyes, and 
strives to render him a total stranger 
to virtue. 

Maugre the prodigious exertions that 
are made to drive truth, reason, and 
science, from the earth ; time, assisted 
by the progressive knowledge of ages, 
may be able one day to enlighten even 
those princes who are so outrageous 
against truth, such enemies to justice,: ' 
and to the liberty of mankind. Des-' 
tiny will, perhaps, one day conduct , 
them to the throne of some enlight- i 
ened. equitable, courageous, and be- i 
nevolent sovereign, who acknowledg- ■ 
ing the true source of human miseries, ' 
shall apply to them the remedies with 
which wisdom has furnished him : per- 
haps he will feel that those Grods, from 
whom he pretends he derives his power, 
are the true scourges of his people; 
that the ministers of these Gods are 
his own enemies and rivals ; that the 
religion which he looks upon as the 
support of his power, does, in fact, 
only weaken and shake it ; that super- 
stitious morality is false, and serves 
only to pervert his subjects, and to 
•give them the vices of slaves, in lieu 
of the virtues of the citizen ; in short, 
he will see in religious errours, the 
fruitful source of the sorrows of the 
human species ; he will feel that they 
are incompatible with every equitable 
administration. 

Until this desirable epocli for hu- 
manity, the principles of naturalism 
will be adopted only by a small num- ' 
ber of thinkers, they cannot flatte* 
ihemseh es with having a great many i 
approves or proselytes; on the con- 
trary, they will find ardent adversaries, 
or contemners, even in those persons 
who, uDon every other subject, dis 
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cover the most acute minds and dis- 
play the greatest knowledge. Those 
men who have the greatest share of 
talents, as we have already observed, 
cannot always resolve to divorce them- 
selves completely from their religious 
ideas ; imagination, so necessary to 
splendid talents, frequently forms in 
them an insurmountable obstacle to 
tlie total extinction of prejudice ; this 
depends much more on the judgment 
than on the mind. To this disposi- 
tion, already so prompt to form illu- 
sions for them, is also joined the 



power of habit ; to a great many men 
It would be wresting from them a por- 
tion of themselves to take away tneir 
ideas of Grod 5 it would be depriving 
them of an accustomed diment ; it 
would be plunging them into a vacuum, 
and obliging their distempered minds 
to perish for want of exercise.* 

Let us not, then, be surprised if very 
great and learned men obstinately shut 
their eyes, or run counter to their ordi- 
nary sagacity, every time there is a 
question respecting an object which 
they have not the courac^e to examine 
witn that attention which they have 
lent to many others. Lord Chancel- 
lor Bacon pretends that " a little phi- 
losophy disposes men to atheism^ but 
that great depth reconducts them to 
religion?^ If we analyze this propo- 
sition, we shall find it to signify, that 
very moderate and indifferent thinkers 
are quickly enabled to perceive the 

f^ross absurdities of reli^on, but that 
ittle accustomed to meditate, or desti- 
tute of those certain principles which 
could serve to guide them, their imac^i- 
nation presently replaces them in the 
theological labyrinth, from whence rea- 
son, too weak, appeared disposed to 
withdraw them. Timid souls fear even 
to take courage again ; minds accus- 
tomed to be satisfied with theological 

* Men^ has remarked, that history speaks 
of very tew incredulous women, or fomale 
athdsts. This is not suiprising, their or/^an- 
ization renders them fearnil, the nervous sys- 
tem undergoes periodical variations in th'.'m, 
and the ^ucation which thev recf^vc, dis- 
poses them to credulity. Tnose amonirsf 
than who have a sound constitution, and 
hnagination, have occasion for chimeras suit' 
able to occupy their idleness; ab^nreatl, whon 
the world al>andons them, devotion and its 
oeranonies then become a hus*rieff or an 
amusement for thenu 



solutions, no longer see in natijre any 
thing but an inexplicable enigma, an 
abyss which it is impossible to fathom. 
Habituated to fix their eyes upon an 
ideal and mathematical point, which 
they have made the centre of every 
thing, the universe becomes a jumble 
to them J whenever they lose sight ot 
it ; and m the confusion in which they 
find themselves involved, they rather 
prefer returning to the prejudices of 
their infancy, which appear to explain 
every thing, than to float in the vacuum, 
or quit that foundation which Ihey judge 
to be immoveable. Thus, the proposi- 
tion of Bacon, appears to indicate no- 
thing, except it be, that the most ex- 
perienced persons cannot defend them- 
selves as^ainst the illusions of their 
imagination, the impetuosity of which 
resists the strongest reasoning. 

Nevertheless, a deliberate stu.^y of 
nature is sufficient to undeceive every 
man who will calmly consider things : 
he will see that every thing in the 
world is connected by links invisible 
to the superficial and to the too im- 
petuous observer, but extremely intel- 
ligible to him who views things with 
coolness. He will find that the most 
unusual, and the most marvellous, as 
well as the most trifling and ord^'nary 
effects are equally inexplicable ; but thai 
they must flow from natural causes, 
and that supernatural causes, under 
whatever name they may be designa- 
ted, with whatever qualities th'^y may 
be decorated, will do no more than in- 
crease difficulties, and make chimeras 
multiply. The simplest observation 
will mcontestably prove to him that 
every thinij is necessary, that all the 
efi*ects which he perceives are matt- 
rial, and can only originate in causes 
of the same nature, when even he 
should not be able, by the ansintance 
of the HenMOH, to recur to ihes** causes. 
Thus his mind will every where shov/ 
him nothing but matter acting some- 
times in a manriffr which t\U organs 
permit him to follow^ and Hometimen 
in a mode impcrceptibiB to him : he 
will H*fe that all beings follow constant 
and invariable laws, by which all com- 
binational form and uestroy themselves, 
all form<* change, whiNt the great whole 
evitr remains the same. Then cured 
of the notion«i with which he wa«( im- 
bued, undrceived in those erroneous 
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ideas, which, from hahit. he attached 
10 imaginary beings, he will cheerfullv 
con>ent to he ignorant of that which 
his organs cannot compass ; ne will 
know that obscure terms, devoid of 
Npn>e, are not calculated to explain 
difficulties ; and guided bv reason, he 
will tiirow a'iide all hypotheses of the 
imagination, to attach himself to those 
realities which are confirmed by ex- 
perience. 

The greater number of those who 
study nature, freiuently do not con- 
sider, that with the eyes of prejudice 
thev will never discover more than that 
which they have resolved beforehand 
to find ; as soon as they perceive facts 
contrary to their own ideas, they quickly 
turn aside, and believe their eyes have 
d*'Cf ivfrd them ; or else, if they turn 
hp.ck. it is in hopes to be able to recon- 
riie iliem with those notions with which 
rh»»ir mind is imbued. It is thus we 
find enthusiastic philosophers, whose 
prepossessions show them, even in 
;hot»e things which most openly con- 
tradict their opinions, incontestable 
proofs of those systems with which 
they are preoccupied. Hence those 
pretended demonstrations of the ex- 
istence of a good God, which are drawn 
from final causes, from the order of 
nature, from his kindness to man, &c., 
Slc. Do the same enthusiasts perceive 
di'iorder, calamities, and revolutions ? 
They induct new proofs from the wis- 
dom, the intelligence, the bounty of 
their God, whilst all these thmgs as 
visibly contradict these qualities, as 
the first appear to confirm or to estab- 
lish them. These prejudiced observers 
are in an ecstasy at the sight of the 
periodical motion and order of the stars, 
at the productions of the earth, at the 
astonishing harmony of the parts of 
animals ; they forget, however, the 
laws of motion, the powers of attrac- 
tion and repulsion, and of gravitation, 
and assign all these great phenomena 
to an unknown cause of which they 
have no idea ! In short, in the heat of 
their imagination, they place man in 
the centre of nature ; they believe him 
to be the object and the end of all that 
exists ; that it is for him that every 
thing is made ; that it is to reioice and 
please him that every thing has been 
created; whilst they do not perceive 
that very frequently the whole of na- 



ture appears to be loosed against him, 
and that destiny obstinately persists in 
rendering him the most miserable of 
beings.* 

Atheism is only so rare because evoy 
thing conspires to intoxicate man, from 
his most tender age, with a dazzling 
enthusiasm, or to puff him up with a 
systematic and organized ignorance, 
which is of all ignorance the most dif- 
ficult to vanquish and to root oat 
Theology is nothing more than a sci- 
ence of words, which, by dint of repeti- 
tion, we accustom ourselves to substi- 
tute for things ; as soon as we feel dis- 
posed to analyze them, we find that 
they do not present us with any actual 
sense. There are very few men in the 
world who think deeply, who render 
to themselves an account of their ideas, 
and who have penetrating minds ; just- 
ness of intellect is one of the rarest 
gifts which nature bestows on the hu- 
man species.f Too lively an imagina- 
tion, an over-eager curiosity, are as 
powerful obstacles to the discovery of 
truth, as too much phlegm, a slow con- 
ception, indolence of mind, the want 
of a thinking habit. All men have 
more or less imagination, curiosity, 
phlegm, bile, indolence, activity : it is 
from the just equilibrium, which nature 

* The progress of sound philosophy will 
always be fatal to superstition, which nature 
will continually contradict. Astronomy has 
caused judiciary astrology to vanish ; experi- 
mental philosophy, the stud^ of natural his- 
tory and chyraistry, render it impossible for 
jugglers, pnests, and sorcerers, to perform 
miracles. Nature, deeply studied, must ne- 
cessarily cause that pnahtom, which ijpio- 
rance has substituted in its place, to disap- 
pear. 

t It is not to be understood here that na- 
ture has any choice in the formation of her 
beings, it is merely to be considered that the 
circumstances which enable the junction of 
a certain quantity of those atoms or parts 
necessary to form a human machiue in such 
due proportions that one disposition shall n6t 
overoalance the other, and thus render the 
judgment erroneous by giving it a particular 
bias, very rarely occur. We know the pro- 
cess of making gunpowder ; nevertheless, it 
will sometimes happen, that the ingredients 
have been so happily blended, that this de- 
structive article is of a superior quality to the 
general produce of the manui'aciory, without, 
however, the chymist being on that account 
entitled to any particular commendation; cir- 
cumstances have been favourable, and diese 
seldom oc""* 
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has observed in their organization, that 
iiislness of mind depends. Neverthe- 
less, as we nave heretofore said, the 
organization of man is subject to 
change, and the judgment of his mind 
varies with the changes which his ma- 
chine is obliged to undergo: hence those 
almost perpetual revolutions which take 
place in the ideas of mortals, above all 
when there is a question concerning 
those of objects upon which experience 
does not furnish them with any fixed 
basis whereon to support them. 

To seek and discover truth, which 
every thing strives to conceal from us, 
and which (the accomplices of those 
who lead us astray) we are frequently 
disposed to dissimulate to ourselves, 
or which our habitual terrours make 
us fear to find, there needs a just mind, 
an upright heart, in good faith with it- 
self, and an imagination tempered with 
reason. With these dispositions, we 
shall discover truth, which never shows 
itself either to the enthusiast, smitten 
with his reveries ; to the superstitious 
being, nourished with melancholy ; 
to the vain man, puffed up with his 
presumptuous ignorance ; to the man 
devoted to dissipation and to his pleas- 
ures ; or to the reasoner, disingenuous 
with himself, who is only disposed to 
form illusions to his mind. With these 
dispositions the attentive philosopher, 
the geometrician, the moralist, the pol- 
itician, the theologian himself, when 
lie shall sincerely seek truth, will find 
that the angular stone, which serves 
lor the foundation of all religious sys- 
tems, evidently supports falsehood. 
The philosopher will find in matter a 
sufficient cause of his existence, of his 
motion, of his combination^ of his 
modes of acting, always regulated by 
general laws incapaole of varying. 
Tne geometrician will calculate the 
active force of matter, and without 
quitting nature, he will find that, to 
explain her phenomena, it is not ne- 
cessary to have recourse to a being or 
to a power inconunensurable with all 
known powers. The politician, in- 
structed in the true motive-powers, 
which can act on the mind of nations, 
will feel that it is not necessary to re- 
cur to imaginary motive-powers, whilst 
there are real ones to act upon the will 
of the citizens, and to determine them 
to labour to the maintenance of their 
No. XL— 42 



association ; he will acknowled^ that 
a fictitious motive-power is only cal- 
culated to slacken or disturb the motior 
of a machine so complicated as thai o{ 
society. He who shall more honour 
truth than the subtilties of theology, 
will quickly perceive that this vata 
science is notning more than an im- 
intelligible heap of false hypotheses, 
begging of principles, of sophisms, of 
vitiated circles, of futile distinctions, 
of captious subtilties, of disingenuous 
arguments, from which it is not pos> 
sible there should result any thing but 
puerilities, or endless disputes. In 
short, all men who have sound ideas 
of morality, of virtue, of that which is 
useful to man in society, whether to 
conserve himself, or to conserve the 
body of which he is a member, will 
acknowledge that men. in order to dis- 
cover their relations and their duties, 
have only to consult their own nature, 
and ougnt to be particularly careful 
not to found them upon a contradictory 
being, or to borrow them from a model 
which will do more than disturb their 
minds, and render them uncertain of 
their proper mode of acting. 

Thus every rational thinker, in re- 
nouncing his prejudices, may feel the 
inutility and the falsity of so many ab- 
stract systems, which hitherto nave 
only served to confound all our notions 
and render doubtful the clearest truths. 
In re-entering his proper sphere, and 
quitting the regions of the emwreum, 
where his mind can only bewilder it- 
self; in consulting reason, man will 
discover that of which he needs a 
knowledg^e, and undeceive himself of 
those chimerical causes which enthu- 
siasm, ignorance, and falsehood, have 
every where substituted to true causes 
and to real motive-powers, that act in 
a nature out of which the human mind 
can never ramble without goin§ astray, 
and without rendering itself miserable. 

The Deicolists, and all theologians, 
unceasingly reproach their adversaries, 
with their taste for paradoxes, or for 
systems, whilst they themselves* found 
all their reasoning upon imnj^inary- 
hypotheses, and make a principle ot 
renouncing experience, of despising 
' nature, of setting down as of no ac- 
count the evidence of their senses, and 
of submitting their understanding to 
the yoke of authority. Would not. 
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ihen the disciples of naturtf be juaii- 
£•«' in s%ying lo iLese men : — •• We 
onl) Assu*'e ourselves of that which 
we ^ct ; we yield to nothing but evi- 
dencr ; if we have a system, it is 
fuunded only upou facts. We per- 
cci>e ia ourselves and every where 
else notniiisf hut matter, and we con- 
cludi* from It, ihat matter can both feel 
and think. We see that every thing 
opei-ates in the world after mechanical 
laws, by the properties, by the com- 
oination, by the modification of matter, 
and we &rek no other explication of 
the phenomena which nature presents. 
We conceive only a single and unique 
world, in which every tning is linked 
together, where each effect is due to 
a natural cause^ either known or un- 
known, which It produces according 
to necessary laws. We affirm nothing 
that is noi demonstrable, and which 
you are not obliged to admit as well 
as us ; the principles which we lay 
down are clear and evident: they are 
farts ; if some things be obscure and 
unintelligible to us, we ingenuously 
agree to their obscurity ; that is to say, 
to the limits of our own knowledge.* 
But we do not imagine an hypothesis 
in order to explain these effects ; we 
either consent to be for ever ignorant 
of them, or else we wait until time, 
experience, and the progress of the 
human mind shall throw a light upon 
them. Is not our manner of philoso- 
phizing the true one? Indeed, in every 
thing which we advance on the subject 
of nature, we proceed precisely in the 
same manner as our adversaries them- 
selves proceed in all the other sciences, 
such as natural history^ natural 
philosophy^ mathematics^ chymistry, 
morality, and politics. We scrup- 
ulously confine ourselves to that which 
is known to us through the medium of 
our senses, the only instruments which 
nature has given us to discover truth. 
What is the conduct of our adver- 
saries ? In order to explain things 
which are unknown to them, they 
imagine beings still more unknown 
than those things which they are de- 
sirous of explaining ; beings of whom 
they themselves acknowledge they have 
no one notion ! They invert, then, the 



* Neiicire qusedam magna pars est sa- 
piontite. 



true principles of logic, which consist 
in proceeding from that which is most 
known to that with which we are least 
acquainted. But upon what do they 
found the existence of these beings b? 
whose aid thev pretend to resolve all 
difHculties ? tt is upon the universal 
ignorance of men, upon their inexperi- 
ence, upon their terrours, upon their 
disordered imaginations, upon a pre- 
tended intimate sense, \*'nich is in 
reality only the effect of ignorance, 
fear, the want of a reflecting habit 
and the suffering themselves to be 
guided by authority. Such, O theolo- 
gians, are the ruinous foundations upon 
which ye build the edifice of your doc- 
trine ! After this, ye find it impossible 
to form to yourselves any precise idea 
of those Gods who serve for the basis 
of your systems ; ye are unable to 
comprehend either their attributes, 
their existence, the nature of their re- 
sidence, or their manner of acting. 
Thus, even by your own confession, 
ye are in a state of profound ignorance 
on the primary elements (of which it 
is indispensably requisite to have a 
knowledofe) of a thing which ye con- 
stitute the cause of all that exists. 
Thus, under whatever point of view 
ye are contemplated, it is ye that build 
systems in the air, and of all systema- 
tizers ye are the most absurd ; because, 
in relying on your imagination to cre- 
ate a cause, this cause ought at least 
to diffuse light over the whole; it is 
upon this condition alone that its in- 
comprehensibility cogld be pardoned : 
but can this cause serve to explain any 
thing ? Does it make us conceive more 
clearly the origin of the world, the na- 
ture of man, the faculties of the soul, 
the source of good and of evil ? No, 
unquestionably, this imaginary cause 
either explains nothing, multiplies of 
itself the difliculties to infinity, or 
throws embarrassments and obscurity 
on all those matters in which they have 
made it interpose. Whatever may be 
the question agitated, it becomes com- 
plicated as soon as they introduce the 
name of God : this name envelops the 
clearest sciences in clouds, and renders 
the most evident notions complicated 
and enigmatical. What idea of mo- 
rality does your Divinity present to 
man, upon whose will and example 
you found ^ii tKe virtues ? Do not all 
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your revelations show him to us under 
the character of a tyrant who sports 
witn the human species ; who com- 
mits evil for the pleasure of doing it, 
who only governs the world according 
to the rules of his unjust caprices? 
All your ingenious systems, all your 
mysteries, all the subtleties which ye 
have invented, are they capable of clear- 
ing your Grod, whom ye say is so per- 
fect, from that blackness and atrocity 
with which good sense cannot fail to 
accuse him ? In short, is it not in his 
name that ye disturb the universe, that 
ye persecute, that ye exterminate all 
who refuse to subscribe to those sys- 
tematical reveries which ye have deco- 
rated with the pompous name of reli- 
gion. Acknowledge, then, O theolo- 
gians ! that ye are, not only sys- 
tematically absurd, but also that ye 
Jinish by being atrocious and cruel 
from the importance which your pride 
and your interest attach to those ruin- 
ous systems, under which ye equally 
overwhelm human reason and the fe- 
licity of nations,'^ 



CHAPTER XII. 

A Summary qf the Code of Nature. 

Truth is the only object worthy the 
research of every wise man ; since that 
which is false cannot be useful to him : 
whatever constantly injures him can- 
not be founded upon truth ; conse- 
quently, ought to be for ever proscribed. 
It is, tnen, to assist the human mind, 
truly to labour for his happiness, to 
point out to him the clew bv which he 
may extricate himself from those fright- 
ful labyrinths in which his imagination 
wanders ; from those sinuosities whose 
devious course makes him err, without 
ever finding a termination to his incer- 
titude. Nature alone, known through 
experience, can furnish him with this 
desirable thread ; her eternal energies 
can alone supply the means of attack- 
ing the Minotaur ; of exterminating the 
figments of hypocrisy ; of destroying 
tnose monsters, who during so many 
ages, have devoured the unhappy vic- 
tims, which the tyranny of tiie min- 
isters of a pretended God have exacted 
as a cruel tribute from affrighted mor- 
tals. By, steadily grasping this ines- 



timable clew, man can never be led 
astray — will never ramble out of his 
course ; but if, careless of its invalua- 
ble properties, for a single instant he 
sufiers it to drop from his hand ; if, 
like another Theseus, ungrateful for 
the favour, he abandons the fair be- 
stower, he will infallibly fall again 
into his ancient wanderings ; most as- 
suredly become the prey to the canni- 
bal offspring of the White Bull. In 
vain shall he carry his views towards 
heaven, to find resources which are 
at his feet ; so long as man, infatuated 
with his religious notions, shall seek 
in an imaginary world the rule of his 
earthly conduct, he will be without 
principles; while he shall pertinaci- 
ously contemplate the regions of a 
fanciful heaven, so long he will grope 
in those where he actually finds him- 
self; his uncertain steps will never en- 
counter the welfare he desires ; never 
lead him to that repose after which he 
so ardently sighs, nor conduct him to 
that surety which is so decidedly re- 
quisite to consolidate his happiness. 

But man, blinded by his prejudices, 
rendered obstinate in injuring his fel- 
low, by his enthusiasm^ ranges him- 
self in nostility even agamst those who 
are sincerely desirous of procuring for 
him the most substantive benefits. Ac- 
customed to be deceived, he is in a 
state of continual suspicion ; habitu- 
ated to mistrust himself, to view his 
reason with diffidence, to look upon 
truth as dangerous, he treats as ene- 
mies even those who most eagerly 
strive to encourage him; forewarned 
in early life against delusion, by the 
subtlety of imposture, he believes him- 
self imperatively called upon to guard, 
with tne most sedulous activity, the 
bandeau with which they have hood- 
winked him ; he thinks his future wel- 
fare involved in keeping it for ever 
over his eyes ; he therefore wrestles 
with all those who attempt to tear it 
from his obscured optics. If his visual 
organs, accustomed to darkness, are 
for a moment opened, the light ofiends 
them ; he is distressed by its efful- 
gence ; he thinks it criminal to be en- 
lightened ; he darts with fury upon 
those who hold the fiambeau by which 
he is dazzled. In consequence, the 
atheist is looked upon as a malignant 
pest, as a public poison, which lik« 
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mncther U{«5, de>troys every thing 
within the vortex uf its influeDce ; he 
who dares to arouse mortals from the 
lethars^ic habit which the narcotic doses 
administered by the theologians have 
induced, passes for a perturbator; he 
who attempts to calm their frantic 
transports, to moderate the fury of their 
maniacal paroxysms, is himself viewed 
as a madman, who ou^ht to be closely 
chained down in the dun^ons appro- 
priated to lunatics ; he who invites his 
associates to rend their chains asunder, 
to break their galling fetters, appears 
only like an irrational, inconsiderate 
being, even to the wretched captives 
themselves : who have been taught to 
believe, that nature fonned them for 
no other purpose than to tremble : only 
called them into existence that they 
might be loaded with shackles. In 
consequence of these fatal preposses- 
sions, the Disciple of Nature is gen- 
erally treated as an assassin ; is com- 
monly received by his fellow-citizens 
in the same manner as the feathered 
race receive the doleful bird of night, 
which, as soon as it quits its retreat, 
a! the other birds follow with a com- 
mon hatred, uttering a variety of dole- 
ful cries. 

No, mortals blended by terrour I The 
friend of nature, is not your enemy ; 
its interpreter is not the minister of 
falsehood ; the destroyer of your vain 
phantoms is not the devastator of those 
truths necessary to your happiness ; 
the disciple of reason is not an irra- 
tional bein^, who either seeks to poison 
you, or to mfect you with a dangerous 
delirium. If he wrests the thunder 
from the hands of those terrible Gods 
that affright ye, it is that ye may dis- 
continue your march, in the midst of 
storms, over roads that ye can only 
distinguish by the sudden, but evanes- 
cent glimmerings of the electric fluid. 
If he oreaks those idols, which fear has 
served with myrrh and frankincense — 
which superstition has surrounded by 
gloomy despondency — which fanati- 
cism has imbrued with blood ; it is to 
substitute in their place those consoling 
truths that are calculated to heal the 
desperate wounds ye have received ; 
that are suitable to inspire you with 
counige, sturdily to oppose yourselves 
to such danjjenius errours ; that have 
/lower 10 enable you to resist su'^h 



formidable enemies. If he thrown 
down the temples, overturns the altars, 
so frequently bathed with the bitter 
tears of the unfortunate, blackened bv 
the most cruel sacrifices, smoked wita 
servile incense, it is that he may erect 
a fane sacred to peace ; a hall dedi- 
cated to reason ; .i durable monument 
to virtue, in which ye may at all 
times find an asylum against your 
own phrensy ; a refuge from your own 
ungovernable passions ; a sanctuary 
against those powerful men, by whom 
ye are oppressed. If he attacks the 
haughty pretensions of deified tyrants, 
who crush ye with an iron sceptre, it 
is that ye may enjoy the rights of your 
nature ; it is to the end that ye may 
be substantively freemen, in mind as 
well as in body ; that ye may not be 
slaves, eternally chained to the oar of 
misery ; it is that ye may at length be 
governed by men who are citizens, 
who may cherish their own semblances, 
who may protect mortals like them- 
selves, who may actually consult the 
interests of those frpm whom they hold 
their power. If he battles witn im- 
posture^ it is to re-establish truth in 
those rights which have been so long 
usurped by fiction. If he undermines 
the base of that unsteady, fanatical 
morality, which has hitherto done no- 
thing more than perplex your minds, 
without correcting your hearts ; it is 
to give to ethics an immoveable basis, 
a solid foundation, secured upon your 
own nature ; upon the reciprocity of 
those wants which are continually re- 
generating in sensible beings : dare^ 
then, to listen to his voice ; you will 
find it much more intelligible than 
those ambiguous oracles, which are 
announced to you as the offspring of a 
capricious Divinity ; as imperious de- 
crees that are unceasingly at variance 
with themselves. Listen, then, to na- 
ture, she never contradicts her own 
eternal laws. 

" O thou !" cries this nature * man, 
"who, following the impulse I have 
given you, during your whole existence, 
incessantly tend towards happiness, do 
not strive to resist my sovereign law. 
Labour to your own felicity ; partake 
without fear of the banquet which is 
spread before you, and be happy ; yon 
will find thp mf»ans legibly written on 

'ainly dost thou, O 
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pleasures, when witb ^nt ^piunnff *^y- 
'B(jif , lliH^W flflt lai al io iby brethren, 
^hAftW' RaV^ r^nd^red iBfllsp^n^ftMy- 
TiecessarTTtf Thtire D-^ITllitHTMhiai 4iir|F 
pinessl "These jrtcasnres arc frwly 
permitted thee, ii thou indulgest them 
with moderation ; with that discretion 
whiirirTrnyself have fixed. Be happy, 
then, O man ! Nature invites thee to 
participate in it ; but always remem- 
ber, thou canst not be so alone ; be- 
cause I invite all mortals to happiness 
as well as thyself; thou will find it is 
only in securmg theirTeliiriljr that tlTpa 
can sreoffs^n^ale' thine own. ^iicH is 
the decree of thy destiny : if thou shall 
attempt to withdraw thyself from its 
operation, recollect that hatred will 
pursue thee ; vengeance overtake thy 
steps ; and remorse be ever ready at 
hand to punish the infractions of its 
irrevocable decrees. 

" Follow, then, O man ! in whatever 
station thou find est thyself, the routine 
I have described for thee, to obtain 
that happiness to which thou hast an 
indispensable ri^ht to challenge pre- 
tension. Let the sensations of hu- 
manity interest thee for the condition 
of other men, who are thy fellow-crea- 
tures ; let thine heart have commiser- 
ation for their misfortunes ; let thy 
generous hand spontaneously stretck 
forth to lend succour to the unhappy 
mortal w^o is o v eiwh g lui e d '-by hw 
Jestihy ; always bearing in thy recol- 
those appalling fears which overwhelm lection, that it may fall heavy upon 
thee; those inquietudes that distract^ thjsf. If, as jt now does upon hipi^^ Ac- 
thee ; those transports which agitate 'Ifnow ledge, tlien, without guile, that 
thee; those hatreds that separate thee 
from thy fellow-man, whom thou 
shouldst love as thyself. Return to 
nature, to humanity, to thyself! Strew 
flowers over the road of life : cease to 
contemplate the future ; live to thine 
own happiness ; exist for thy fellow- 
creatures ; retire into thyself, examine 
thine own heart, then consider the 
sensitive beings by whom thou art sur- 
rounded, and leave those Grods who 
can effect nothing towards thy felicity. 
Enjoy thyself, and cause otners also 



superstitious being ! seek after thine 
happiness beyond the limits of the uni- 
verse, in which my hand hath placed 
thee : vainly shalt thou ask it of those 
inexorable phantoms, which thine ima- 
gination, ever prone to wander, would 
establish upon my eternal throne : vain- 
ly dost thou expect it in those celestial 
regions, to which thine own delirium 
hath given a locality and a name : vain- 
ly dost thou reckon upon capricious dei- 
ties with whose benevolence thou art in 
such ecstasies, whilst they only fill thine 
abode with calamity — thine heart with 
dread — thy mind with illusions — thy 
bosom with groans. Dare, then, to 
affranchise thyself from the trammels 
of religion, my self-conceited, prag- 
matic rival, who mistakes my rights ; 
renounce those Gods, who are usurpers 
of my privileges, and return under the 
dommion of my laws. It is in my 
empire alone tnat true liberty reigns. 
Tyranny is unknown to its soil ; equity 
unceasingly watches over the rights of 
all my subjects, maintains them in the 
possession of their just claims ; bene- 
volence, grafted upon humanity, con- 
nects them by amicable bonds ; truth 
enlightens them, and never can im- 
posture blind them with his obscuring 
mists. Return, then, my child, to thy 
fostering mother's arms ! Deserter, 
trace back thy wandering steps to na- 
ture ! She will console thee for thine 
evils ; she will drive from thine heart 



every unfortunate has an inalienable 
right to thy kindness. Above all, wipe 
from the eyes of oppressed innocence 
the trickling crystals of agonizins^ feel- 
ing ; let the tears of virtue in distress 
fall upon thy sympathizing bosom ; let 
the genial flow of sincere friendship 
animate thine honest heart; let the 
fond attachment of a mate, cherished 
by thy warmest afiection, make thee 
forget the sorrows of life : be faithf ul 
to her love, renponsible to her tend5r= 
ness, that whe jnay re ward thee by a 
to enjoy those comforts which I have reciprocity of leelm^ 1^ ua34i.4he 
plsioed with a liberal hand, for all the I eyes of parents, united in virtuous 



children of the earth, who all equally 
emanate from my bosom : assist them 
to support the sorrows to which destiny 



este'em, thy offspring may learn to set 
a proper value on practical virtue ; thai 
after having occupied thy riper years, 



has submitted them n common witn \ they may comfort thy declmiDg age, 
thyself. Know, that l^ Mpffort thy i gild with content thy setting sun, che - 
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the erening of thine existence, by a 
dutiful return of that care whicn thou 
fihalt have bestowed on their imbecile 
infancy. 

" Bo just, because equity is the sup- 
\Hn\ of human society! Be good, be- 
cau<«e g(M)dne:j< connects all hearts in 
adamantine bonds ! Be indulgent, be- 
cause feeble thyself, thou livest with 
1km n:?-* who partake of thy weakness ! 
Be ^'entle, because mildness attracts 
^attention ! Be thankful,. because -giat- 

liude feeds Tm*"^'^'^^*'"****j nnnrUhes g**:"- 

erosity ! Be modest, because haughti- 
ness is disgusting to beings at all times 
well with themselves. Forgive in- 
jurie^t. because revenge perpetuates 
natred ! Do good to him who in- 
jureth thee, In order to show thyself 
more noble than he is ; to make a friend 
of him, who was once thine enemy ! 
Be reserved in thv demeanour, tem- 
perate in thine enjoyment, chaste in 
Ihy pleasures, becau se voluptuousness 
begets weariness, intemperance en- 
genders disease ; forward manners are 
revulting : excess at all times relaxes 
the springs of thy machine, will ulti- 
mately destroy thy being, and render 
thee hateful ie thyself, contemptible to 
others. 
; " Be a faithful citizen ; because the 
.' community is necessary to thine own 
security ; to the enjoyment of thine 
own existence ; to the furtherance of 
thine own happiness. Be loyal, and 
submit to legitimate authority ; because 
it is requisite to the maintenance of 
that society which is necessary to thy- 
self. Be obedient to the laws; be- 
cause they are^ or ought to 6e, the ex- 
pression of the public will, to which 
thine own particular will ought ever 
to be subordinate. Defend thy countrv 
With zeal ; because it is that which 
renders thee happy, which contains 
thy property, as well as those beings 
dearest to thine heart : do not permit 
this common parent of thyself, as well 
as of thy fellow-citizens, to fall under 
the shackles of tyranny ; because from 
thence it will be no more than thy 
common prison. If thy country, deaf 
to the equity of thy claims, refuses 
thee Ipappiness — if, submitted to an 
unjust power, it suffers thee to be op- 
pressed, withdraw thyself from its 
bosom in silence, but never disturb its 

peace. 



'^ In short, be a man ; be a sensible, 
rational being ; be a faithful husband ; 
a tender father; an equitable master; 
a zealous citizen ; labour to serve thy 
country by thy prowess, by thv talents, 
by thine industry ; above all, by thy 
virtues. Particij>ate with thine asso- 
ciates those gifts which nature has be- 
stowed upon thee ; diffuse happiness 
among thy fellow-mortals ; inspire thy 
fellow-citizens with content ; spreai 
joy over all those who approach thee, 
that the sphere of thine actions, en- 
livened by thy kindness, illumined by 
thy benevolence, may react upon thy- 
self > je ass ured that the man who 
makes*"QtEers happy^'cauum hiuiatflf t^ 

miaerahlp.. Jn thus conflnMingr thysftitj 



whatever may be the injustice of others, 
whatever may be the blindness of those 
beings with whom it is thy destiny to 
live, thou wilt never be totally bereft 
of the recompense which is tny due : 
no power on earth will be able to ravisL 
from thee that never-failing source of 
the purest felicity, inward content ; at 
each moment thou wilt fall back with 
pleasure upon thyself; thou wilt nei- 
ther feel the rankling of shame, the. 
terrour of internal alarm, nor find thy 
heart corroded by remorse. Thou wilt 
esteem thyself; thou wilt be^henshed 
by the vlrtuoiis, applauded and loved 
by all good men, Whose suffrages are 
much more valuable than those of the 
bewildered multitude. Nevertheless, 
if externals occupy thy contemplation, 
smiling countenances will greet thy 
presence ; happy faces will express 
the interest they have in thy welfare ; 
jocund beings will make thee partici- 
pate in their placid feelings. A life so 
spent, will each moment be marked by 
the serenity of thine own min d, by the 
IJffeciidn ot the beings who environ thee ; 
will be made cheerful by the friendship 
of thy fellows ; will enable thee to rise 
a contented, satisfied guest from the 
general feast, conduct thee gently down 
the declivity of life, lead thee peaceably 
to the period of thy days, for die thoii 
must : but already thou wilt survive 
thyself in thought ; thou wilt aiways 
live in the remembrance of thy friends; 
in the grateful recollection of those be- 
ings whose comforts have been aug- 
mented by thy fiiendly attentions; thy 
virtues wil' ' " ^^nd^ have erected 
to thy " rishable menu 
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ment. If Heaveo occupied itself with 
thee, it would feel satisfied with thy 
conduct, when it shall thus have con- 
tented the earth. 

" Beware, then, how thou com- 
plainest of thy condition ; he just, be 
Kind, be virtuous, and thou canst never 
be wholly destitute of felicity. Take 
heed how thou enviest the transient 
pleasure of seductive " crime ; the de- 
ceitful power of victorious tyranny ; 
the specious tranquillity of interested 
imposture ; the plausible manners of 
venal justice ; the showy, ostentatious 
parade of hardened opulence. Never 
be tempted to increase the number of 
sycophants to an ambitious despot ; to 
swell the catalogue of slaves to an un- 
just tyrant ; never suffer thyself to be 
allured to infamy, to the practice of 
extortion, to the commission of out- 
rage, by the fatal privilege of oppres- 
sing thy fellows; always recollect it 
will be at the expense of the most bit- 
ter rejnorse thou wilt acquire this bane- 
ful advantage. Never be the mercenary 
accomplice of the spoilers of thy coun- 
try ; they are obliged to blush secretly 
sA^henever they meet the public eye. 
C^\j^^" For, do not deceive thyself, it is I 
n^ who punish, more surely than the Gods, 
^ . all the crimes of the earth ; ^hf» wipVpH 



i/. 



may escape the law s of man, but thejr 
^ever escape mm^ — !t isr -f "wfaiO" lfSve 
JlOJifiaJUasJieartSj as well as ^]^^ bodie^ 
f Ty i^rtala i it is I who have fixed the 
. ,aws which govern them. If thou de- 
y liverest thyself up to voluptuous enjoy- 
ment, the companions of thy debauch- 
eries may applaud thee ; nut I shall 
punish thee with the most cruel in- 
firmities ; these will terminate a life 
of shame with deserved contempt. If 
thou givest thyself up to intemperate 
indulgences, human laws may not cor- 
rect thee, but I shall castigate thee 
severely by abridging thy days. If 
thou art vicious, thy fatal habits will 
recoil on thine own head. Princes, 
those terrestrial Divinities, whose 
power places them above the laws of 
mankind, are nevertheless obliged to 
tremble under the silent operation of 
my decrees. It is I who chastise them ; 
it is I who fill their breasts with sus- 
picion ; it is I who inspire them with 
terrour ; it is I who make them writhe 
nnder inquietude ; it is I who make 
tHem shudder with horrour, at the very 



name of august truth ; It is I who, 
amidst the crowd of nobles who sur- 
round them, make them feel the in- 
ward workings of shame ; the keen 
anguish of guilt ; the poisoned arrows 
of regret ; the cruel stings of remorse j 
it is I who, when they abuse my bounty, 
diffuse weariness over their benumbed 
souls ; it is I who follow uncreated, 
eternal justice ; it is I who, without 
distinction of persons, know how to 
make the balance even ; to adjust the 
chastisement to the fault ; to make the 
misery bear its due proportion to the 
depravity ; to inflict punishment com- 
mensurate with the crime. The laws 
of man are just, only when they are 
in conformity with mine ; his judg- 
ments are rational, only when I have 
dictated them : my laws alone are im- 
mutable, universal, irrefragable ; formed 
to regulate the condition of the human 
race, in all ages, in all places, under 
all circumstances. 

" If thou doubtest mine authority, if 
thou questionest the irresistible power ' 
I possess over mortals, contemplate the 
vengeance I wreak on all those who 
resist my decrees. Dive into the re- 
cesses of the hearts of those various 
criminals, whose countenances, as- 
suming a forced smile, cover minds 
torn with anguish. Dost thou not be- 
hold ambition tormented day and night, 
with an ardour which nothing can ex- 
tinguish ? Dost thou not see the mighty 
conqueror become the lord of devastatea 
solitudes ; his victorious career, marked 
by a blasted cultivation, reign sorrow- 
fully over smoking ruins ; govern un- 
happy wretches who curse him in their 
hearts ; while his mind, gnawed by 
remorse, sickens at the gloomy aspect 
of his own triumphs ? Dost thou be- 
lieve that the tyrant, encircled with 
his flatterers, who stun him with their 
praise, is unconscious of the hatred 
which his oppression excites ; of the 
contempt which his vices draw upon 
him ; of the sneers which his inutility 
call forth ; of the scorn which his de- 
baucheries entail upon his name ? Dost 
thou think that the haughty courtier 
does not inwardly blush at the galling 
insults he brooks, and despise, from the 
bottom of his heart, those meannesses 
by which he is compelled to purchase 
favours? Contemplate the indolent 
child of wealth, behold him a prey to 
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the la<<i(U'Je of unmeasured enjoyment, 
i-orrtHled hy the satiety whirh always 
fo!lt>\v-* his exhausted pleasures. View 
the ini^er with an emaciated couute- 
nan<*t\ the consequence of his own 

fH^nurious di^j^sitiun, whose callous 
leart is inaccessihle to the calls oi' 
iiii^'ry, groaning over the accumulating 
h»ad ot' useless treasure, which at the 
ex{«i*nse of himself, he has laboured to 
ama^s. Behold tne gay voluptuary, 
the smiling debauchee, secretly lament 
the health they have so inconsiderately 
damaged, so prodigally thrown away: 
see disunion, ioined to hatred, reign be-^ 
tween those adulterous married couples. 
See the liar deprived of all confidence; 
the knave stript of all trust ; the hypo- 
crite fearfully avoiding the penetratmg 
looks uf his mquisitive neighbour ; the 
impostor trembling at the very name 
of formidable truth. Bring uncTer your 
review the heart of the envious, use- 
le?>ly di>honoured ; that withers at 
the sight of his neighbour's prosperity. 
Cast your eyes on the frozen heart of 
the ungrateful wretch, whom no kind- 
ness can warm, no benevolence thaw, 
no beneficence convert into a genial 
fluid. Survey the iron feelings of that 
monster whom the sighs oi the un- 
fortunate cannot mollify. Behold the 
revengeful being nourished with ven- 
omous gall, whose very thoughts are 
serpents ; who in his rage consumes 
himself. Envy, if thou canst, the wa- 
king slumbers of the homicide ; the 
starlings of the iniquitous judge ; the 
restlessness of the oppressor of inno- 
cence ; the fearful visions of the ex- 
tortioner ; whose couches are infested 
with the torches of the furies. Thou 
tremblest without doubt at the sight of 
that distraction which, amidst their 
splendid luxuries, agitates those farm- 
ers and receivers of taxes, who fatten 
upon public calamity — who devour the 
substance of the orphan — .who con- 
sume the means of the widow — who 
grind the hard earnings of tlie poor: 
thou shudderest at witnessing the re- 
morse which rends the minds of those 
reverend criminals, whom the unin- 
formed believe to be happy, whilst the 
contempt which they have for them- 
selves, the unerring shafts of secret 
upbraidings, are incessantly revenging 
an outraged nation. Thou seest, that 
content is for ever banished the heart 



— quiet for ever driven from the habita- 
tions of those miserable wretches on 
whose minds I have indelibly engraved 
the scorn, the infamy, the chastisement 
which they deserve. But, no ! thine 
eyes cannot sustain the tragic spectacle 
of my vengeance. Humanity ohliges 
thee to partake of their merited suffer, 
ings ; thou art moved to pity for the^e 
unhappy people, to whom consecrated 
errours renders vice necessary ; whose 
fatal habits make them familiar with 
crime. Yesj^thoi 

nnt l]aiii\g ih^fp ; ItlftVk WOlllflnT fUlOTn^ 

em, if their contumac ious perversity 
innt >«^^ tT^ipp iTip ja(M*yiR~ w ^pn fhfiii 
comparest tbme own condition, when 
thou examinest thine own mind, thoa 
wilt have just cause to felicitate thy- 
self, if thou shalt find that peace has 
taken up her abode with thee; that 
contentment dwells at the l)ottom of 
thine own heart. In short, thou seest 
accomplished upon them, as well as 
upon thyself, the unalterable decrees 
ot destiny, which imperiously demand, 
that crime shall punish itself, that vir- 
tue never shall be destitute of remu- 
neration." 

Such is the sum of those truths which 
are contained in the Code oj* Nature; 
such are the doctrines, which its dis- 
ciples can announce. They are un- 
questionably preferable to that super- 
natural religion which never does any 
thing but mischief to the human spe- 
cies. Such is the worship that is taught 
by that sacred reason, which is the ob- 
ject of contempt with the theologian — 
which meets the insult of the fanatic, 
who only estimates that which man 
can neither conceive nor practise ; who 
makes his morality consist in fictitious 
duties ; his virtue in actions generally 
useless, frequently pernicious to the 
welfare of society ; who, for want of 
being acquainted with nature, which 
is before their eyes, believe themselves 
obliged to seek' in ideal worlds imagi 
nary motives, of which every thing 
proves the inefficacy. The motive 
which the morality of nature employs, 
is the self-evident interest of each in- 
dividual, of each community, of the 
whole human species, in all times, in 
every country, under all circumstances. 
Its worship is the sacrifice of vice, the 
practice of real virtues ; its object is 
the CO' ' the human race, 
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the happiness of the iDdiyidnal, the 
peace of mankind ; its recompenses are 
affection, esteem, and glory ; or in their 
default, contentment of mind, with 
merited self-esteem, of which no power 
will ever be able to deprive virtuous 
mortals ; its punishments, are hatred, 
contempt, and indignation ; which so- 
ciety always reserves for those who 
outrage its interests ; from which even 
the most powerful can never effectually 
shield themselves. 

Those nations who shall be dis- 
posed to practise a morality so wise, 
who shall incnloate it in infancy, whose 
laws shall unceasingly confirm it, will 
neither have occasion for superstition, 
nor for chimeras. Those who shall 
obstinately prefer figments to their 
dearest interests, will certainly march 
forward to ruin. If they maintain 
themselves for a season, it is because 
the power of nature sometimes drives 
them back to reason, in despite of those 
prejudices which appear to lead them 
on to certain destruction. Supersti- 
tion, leagued with tyranny for the 
waste of the human species, are them- 
selves frequently obliged to implore 
the assistance ot a reason which* they 
contemn ; of a nature which they dis- 
dain : which they debase ; which they 
endeavour to crush under the ponder- 
ous bulk of their false Divinities. Re- 
ligion, in all times so fatal to mortals, 
when attacked by reason, assumes the 
sacred mantle of public utility ; it rests 
its importance on false grounas, founds 
its rig-htsupon the indissoluble alliance 
which it pretends subsists between 
morality and itself, although it never 
ceases for a single instant to wage 
against it the most cruel hostility. It 
is, unquestionably, by this artifice, that 
it has seduced so many sages. In the 
honesty of their hearts, they believe it 
useful to politics ; necessary to restrain 
the ungovernable fury of the passions ; 
thus hypocritical superstition, in order 
to mask to superficial observers its own 
hideous character, always knows how 
to cover itself with the sacred armour 
of utility ; to buckle on the invulnera- 
ble shield of virtue ; it has, therefore, 
oeen believed imperative to respect it, 
and favour imposture, because it Hah 
artfully entrenched itnelf behind the 
altars of truth. It is from thi*( 'ittirtitich - 
ment we ought to drive it; it should 

No. XL-43 



be draj^d forth to public view ; strip- 
ped of its surreptitious panoply; ex- 
posed in its native deformity ; in order 
that the human race may become ac- 
quainted with its dissimulation; that 
mankind may have a knowledge of its 
crimes ; that the universe may bchoid 
its sacrilegious hands, armed with ho- 
micidal poniards, stained with the blood 
of nations, whom it either intoxicates 
with its fury, or immolates withoui 
pity to the violence of its passions. 

The Morality of Nature is the only 
religion which her interpreter offers to 
his fellow-citizens, to nations, to the 
human species, to luture races, weaned 
from those prejudices which have so 
frequently disturbed the felicity of their 
ancestors. The friend of mankind can- 
not be the friend of God, who at all 
times has been a real scourge to thf* 
earth. The Apostle of Nature will no 
be the instrument of deceitful chimeras, 
by which this world is made only an 
aoode of illusions ; the adorer of truth 
will not compromise with falsehood ; 
he will make no covenant with errour, 
conscious it must always be fatal to 
mortals. He knows that the happiness 
of the human race imperiously exacts 
that the dark unsteady edifice of su- 
perstition should be razed to its foun- 
dations, in order to elevate on its ruins 
a temple to nature suitable to peace-— 
a fane sacred to virtue. He feels it is 
only by extirpating, even to the most 
slender fibres, the poisonous tree, that 
during so many ages has overshadowed 
the universe, that the inhabitants of this 
world will be able to use their own 
eyes — to bear with steadiness that light 
which is competent to illumine their 
understanding— to guide their way- 
ward steps — to give the necessary 
ardency to their minds. If his efforts 
should be vain ; if he cannot inspire 
with courage beings too much accus- 
tomed to tremble ; he will, at least, 
applaud himnelf for having dared the 
attempt. Neverthelens, he will not 
judge his exertions fruitless, if he has 
only been enabled to make a single 
mortal happy : if his principles have 
calmed the conflicting transports of one 
honest mind ; if his reasonings have 
cheered up some few virtuous hearts. 
At least he will have the advantage of 
having banished from his own mind 
the importunate terrour of superstition ; 
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of haTing expelled from his own heart 
the gall which exasperates zeal : of 
having trodden under foot those chi- 
meras with which the uninformed are 
tormented. Thus, escaped from the 
peril of the storm, he will calmly con- 
template from the summit of his rock, 
those tremendous hurricanes which 
superstition excites ; he will hold forth 
a succouring hand to those who shall 
):e willioff to accept it ; he will en- 
courage tnem with his voice ; he will 
second them with his unwearied ex- 
ertions, and in the warmth of his 
own compassionate heart, he will ex- 
claim : — 

'* O Nature, sovereign of all beings I 
and ye, her adorable daughters, Virtue, 
Reason, and Truth! remain for ever 
our only Divinities : it is to you that 
belong the praises of the human race : 
to you appertains the homage of the 
earth. Show us, then, O Nature ! that 
which man ought to do, in order to ob- 
tain the happiness which thou makest 
him desire. Virtue ! Animate him with 
thy beneficent fire. Reason ! Conduct 
his uncertain steps through the paths 
of life. Truth ! Let thy torch illumine 
his intellect, dissipate the darkness of 
his road. Unite, O assisting Deities ! 
your powers, in order to submit the 
nearts of mankind to your dominion. 
Banish errour from our mind ; wicked- 
ness from our hearts ; confusion from 
our footsteps ; cause knowledge to ex- 
tend its salubrious reign ; goodness to 
occupy our minds ; serenity to dwell 
m our bosoms. Let imposture, con- 
founded, never again dare to show its 
head. Let our eyes, so long either 
dazzled or blindfolded, be at length 
fixed upon those objects we ought to 
»eek. Dispel for ever those mists of 
Ignorance, those hideous phantoms, to- 
gether with those seducing chimeras, 



which only serve to lead us astray. 
Extricate us from that dark abyss into 
which we are plunged by superstition; 
overthrow the fatal empire of delusion j 
crumble the throne of falsehood ; wrest 
from their polluted hands the power 
they have usurped. Command men, 
witnout sharing your authority with 
mortals : break the chains that bind 
them down in slavery : tear away the 
bandeau by which they are hoodwink- 
ed ; allay the fury that intoxicates 
them ; break in the hands of sanguin- 
ary, lawless tyrants, that iron sceptre 
with which they are crushed ; exile to 
the imaginary regions, from whence 
fear has imported them, those Gods 
by whom they are afiJicted. Inspire 
the intelligent being with courage ; in- 
fuse energy into his system, that, at 
length, he may feel his own dignity ; 
that he may dare to love himself; to 
esteem his own actions when they 
are worthy ; that a slave only to your 
eternal laws, he may no longer fear 
to enfranchise himself from all other 
trammels ; that blest with freedom, he 
may have the wisdom to cherish his 
fellow-creature ; and become happy by 
learning to perfection his own condi- 
tion ; instruct him in the great lesson, 
that the high road to felicity, is pru- 
dently to partake himself, and also to 
cause others to enjoy, the rich banquet 
which thou, O Nature ! hast so bounti- 
fully set before him. Console thy 
children for those sorrows to whicn 
their destiny submits them, by those 
pleasures which wisdom allows them 
to partake ; teach them to yield silently 
to necessity. Conduct them without 
alarm to .that period which all beings 
must find ; let them learn that time 
changes all things^ that consequently 
they are made neither to avoid deaih 
nor to fear its arrival,^^ 



THE END. 
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TRUE MEANING 
SYSTEM OF NATURE, 



Man, unfortunalety for himself, 
wishes to exceed the limiis of his 
sphere, and to transport himself be- 
yond the visible world. He neglects 
expetience, aod feeds himself with 
conjectures. Early prepossessed by 
artful men against reason, he neglects 
its cultivation. Pretending Co know 
his fate in another world, he is ina- 
tentive to his happiness in the present. 
The author's object is, to recal man 
to reason by rendering it dear to him, — 
to dissipate [he clouds which obscure 
the way to this happiness, — to offer 
reflections nsefiil to bU peace and com- 
fort, and favourable to mental improve- 
So far from wishing to destroy the 
duties of morality, it is the author'* 
object to give them double for''^, and 
establish them on the altar of vinu*:, 
which alone merits the homage of tiiati' 



Man is a being purely physical. Tha 
moral man is only the physical man, 

considered in a certain point of view. 
His organization is the work of nature ; 
his visible actions and invisible move- 
ments are equally the natural eflrcii 
and consequences of his mechanism. 
His inventions are the effect of hit 
essence. Hi« ideas proceed from the 
same cause. Art is only nature, acting 
by instruments which she has herself 
made— all is the impulse of nature. 

It is (o physics and experience, that 
man in all his researches ought to have 
recourse. Nature acts by simple law». 
When we quil experience, imagination 
leadH us astray. 'Tis from want of 
experience that men have formed wrong 

• Mmi havfl Mkn into a rhouMml tmmr*, 

tiy niKrililliK Ul iMmU-ltM Vi ttmiit^ieuoroiir 
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Indolence is gratified in following 
example: habit, and authority, rather 
than experience, which demands acti- 
vity, or reason, which requires reflec- 
tion. Hence an aversion to every thing 
that deviates from ordinary rules, and 

from one colour or shape to another, we auc- 
rtj»HjVf ly i'X|KTiciice dinerent Benaations : yet 
it is tvKifnt that we remain the same, it only 
beint; that iKxiy which changes colour or 
•ha|>e. But the body is neither its colour nor 
•hape, since it could exist without them, and 
9Ull be the same body. Neither is the shape 
or iipirv of a body, its colour, motion, extent, 
nor niirdness ; because those qualities are dis- 
tinct from each other, and any of them can 
exist Si'parate from and independent of the 
rest. But as they can exist together, they 
are not distinguished like tliose which cannot 
exist together at the same time. They can- 
not have a separate and distinct existence 
from bodies whose properties they are. The 
same power by which a white body exists, is 
that by which its whiteness also exists. What 
we call whiteness cannot exist of itself^ sep- 
arate from a body. This is the distinction 
between things capable of being separated, 
though found joined together, and which, 
though exciting in us dinerent impressions, 
may yet be separately considered, and be- 
come so manv distant objects of perception. 
This class of imaginary or fictitious objects, 
existing only in our mind, must not be con- 
founded with the first class of objects, which 
have a real, exclusive, and independent ex- 
istence of their own. 

Innumerable errours have arisen by con- 
founding those distinctions. In mathematics, 
for example, we hear every moment of points 
and lines, or extensions without length, and 
surfaces naving length and breadth without 
depth, — though gtometcrs themselves con- 
fess, that sucn bodies neither do nor can ex- 
ist, out in the mind, while every body in na- 
ture is truly extended in every sense. Un- 
skilful materialiits have fallen into gross ab- 
surdities, by mistaking, for real and distinct 
existences, the different properties of exten- 
si«»n, 8€'paratf.ly considered by mathemati- 
cians. Hence, they formed the world of 
atoms, or small bodies, without either bulk 
or extension, yet possessing infinite hardness, 
and a great variety of forms. Bodies such 
as those can only exist in the minds of atom- 
ists. 

If even able men can be so clumsily de- 
ceived, by not distinguishing between the real 
existence of ex tern nl bodies, and the fictitious 
existence of perceptions, existing only in the 
mind, it is not to be wondered at, that a mul- 
titude of errours should have arisen, in com- 
paring, not only those perceptions themselves, 
out even their mutual relations with one an- 
other. 

I do not say, that sensations can exist sep- 
arate from ourselves. The sentiments of 
Eleasure and pain, though not distinct from 
im who feels them, certainly are so from ray 
mind, which perceives, reflects upon, and 



an implicit respect for ancient inst 
tutions. Credulity proceeds from iK 
experience. By consulting experi 
ence and contemplating the universe, 
we shall only find in it matter and 
motion. 

compares them with other sensations. An 
the sentiment of real existence is clearer than 
that of imaginary or fictitious, we imagine 
that a similar distinction exists between aO 
the objects that the mind conceives. Hence 
the operations of mind^ and its difierent prop- 
erties, have been considered, like real beings, 
as so many entides having a real existence 
of their own, and have thus acquired a physi- 
cal existence, which they do not possess oi 
themselves. Hence our mind has been die- 
tinguished from ourselves, as the part is from 
its whole. The mind itself has been separ- 
ated from the soul, or that which animates, 
from that which makes us live. In the mind, 
a distinction has been made between the un- 
derstanding and the will ; in other words, 
between that which perceives and that which 
wills, that which wins and that which wiUa 
not Our perceptions have been distinguished 
from ourselves, and from one another; hence 
thoughts, ideas, &c., which are nothing but 
the faculty of perception itself viewed in re- 
lation to some of its fiinctions. All these^ how- 
ever, are only modifications of our essence, 
and no more distinguished from Uiemsdves, 
nor from us, than extension, solidity, shane^ 
colour, motion, or rest, from the same body. 
Yet absolute distinctions have been made be- 
tween them, and they have been considered 
as so many small entities, of which we form 
the assemblage. According, therefore, to 
those philosophers, we are composed of mou* 
sands of little bodies, as distinct from one 
another as the different trees in a forest, each 
of which exists by a particular and ind^end- 
ent power. 

with regard to things really distinct from 
us, not only their properties, but even the rela- 
tions of those properties, have been distinguish- 
ed from themselves, and from one another; 
and to these a real existence has been given. 
It was observed, that bodies act upon, strike 
and repel one another, and, in consequence 
of their action and reaction, changes were 
produced in them. When, for example, I put 
my hand to the fire^ I feel what is called heat: 
in this case, fire is the cause, and heat the 
effect. To abridge language, general terms, 
applying to particular ideas of a similar na- 
ture, were invented. The body that produces 
the change in another, was called the cause, — 
and the body suffering the change, the effect. 
As those terms produce in the mind some idea 
of existence, action, reaction, and change, the 
habit of using them makes men believe that 
they have a clear and distinct perception of 
them. By the continual use of these words, 
me nhave at length believed, that there can 
exist a cause, neither a substance, nor a body ; 
n cause, though distinct from all matter, 
without either action or reaction, yet capable 
ofproducip** *~osable effect. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Of Motion and its Origin. 

It is motion which alone forms the 
connexions between our organs and 
external and internal objects. 

A cause is a being that puts another 
in motion, or which produces the change 
that one body effects upon another by 
means of motion. We .only know the 
manner in which a body acts upon us 
by the change it produces. It is from 
actions only that we can judge of in- 
terior motions, as thoughts, and other 
sentiments — when we see a man flying 
we conclude him to be afraid. 

The motion of bodies is a necessary 
consequence of their essence. Every 
being has laws of motion peculiar to 
itself. 

Every body in the universe is in 
motion. Action is essential to matter. 
All beings but come into existence, in- 
crease, diminish, and ultimately perish ; 
metals, minerals, &c.. are all in action. 
The stones which lie upon the ground 
act upon it by pressure. Our sense of 
smell is acted upon by emanations from 
the most compact bodies. 

Motion is inherent in nature, which 
IS the great whole, out of which nothing 
can exist, and is essential to it. Mat- 
ter moves by its own energy, and pos- 
sesses properties, according to which 
it acts. 

In attributing the motion of matter 
to a cause, we must suppose, that mat- 
ter itself has come into existence — a 
thing impossible ; for since it cannot 
be annihilated, how can we imagine it 
t : have had a beginning ? 

Whence has matter come ? It has 
aiways existed. What is the original 
cause of its motion ? Matter has al- 
ways been in motion, as motion is a 
consequence of its existence, and ex- 
istence always supposes properties in 
the existing Dody. Since matter pos- 
sesses properties, its manner of action 
necessarily flows from its form of ex- 
istence. Hence a heavy body must 
fall. 



CHAPTER 111. 

Of Matter and its Motion. 

The changes, forms, and modifica- 
tioQo of matter alone proceed from 



motion. By motion, every body in 
nature is formed, changed, enlarged, 
diminished, and destroyed. . 

Motion produces a perpetual trans- 
migration, exchange, and circulation 
of the particles of matter. These 
particles separate themselves to form 
new bodies. One body nourishes other 
bodies; and those afterwards restore 
to the general mass the elements which 
they had borrowed from it. Suns are 
produced by the combinations of mat- 
ter ; and those wonderful bodies, which 
man in his transitory existence only 
sees for a moment, will one day, per- 
haps, be dispersed by motion. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Laws of Motion common to all Beings — Ai^ 
traction and Repulsion — Necessity. 

We consider eflects as natural, when 
we see their acting cause. When we 
see an extraordinary effect, whose cause 
is unknown to us, we have recourse to 
imagination, which creates chimeras. 

The visible end of all the motions 
of bodies, is the preservation of their 
actual form of existence, attracting 
what is favourable, and repelling what 
is prejudicial to it. From the moment 
of existence, we experience motions 
peculiar to a determined essence. 

Every cause produces an effect, and 
there cannot be an effect without a 
cause. If every motion, therefore, be 
ascribable to a cause ; and these causes 
being determined by their nature, es- 
sence and properties ; we must con- 
clude, that they are all necessary, and 
that every being in nature, in its given 
properties and circumstances, can only 
act as it does. Necessity is the infalli- 
ble and constant tie of causes to their 
effects: and this irresistible power, 
universal necessity, is only a conse- 
quence of the nature of things, in vir- 
tue of which the whole acts by immu- 
table laws.* 



* Chanffes are produced in bodies by their 
action and reaction upon one another. The 
same body, at present a cause, was previous- 
ly an effect; or, in other words, the body 
which produces a change in another, by act- 
ing upon it, has itself undergone a change by 
the action of another body. One body may 
in relation to others, be, at the same time^ 
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CHAPTER V. 
Of OnUr tmd DUorder—hUdiigtnm amd 

Chanet. 

The riew of the regular motioDs of 
nature produces, in the human mind, 
the idea uf order. This word only ex- 
pie^se4 a thing relative to ourselres. 
The idea of order or disorder is no 
proof that they really exist in nature, 
since there ever)' thing is necessary. 
Disorder in relation to a being is no- 
thing but its passage into a new order 
or form of existence. Thus, in our 
eyes, death is the greatest of all dis- 
orders ; but death only changes our 
essence. We are not fess subject af- 
terwards to the laws of motion. 

Intelligence is called the power of 
acting according to an end, which we 
know the being possesses to whom we 
ascribe it. We deny its existence in 



beingB whose forms of action are dif- 
ferent from ours. 

When we do not perceiye the con- 
nexion of certain enects with theii 
causes, we attribute them to chance. 
When we see, or think we see, what 
is called order, we ascribe it to an in- 
telligence, a quality borrowed from our- 
selves, and from the particular form in 
which we are affected. 

An intelligent being thinks, wills, 
and acts, to arrive at an end. For this 
purpose, organs, and an end similar tc 
our own. are necessary. They would 
above all be necessary to an intelli- 
gence supposed to govern nature, as 
without organs, there can neither be 
ideas, intuition, thought, will, plan nor 
action. Matter, when combined in a 
certain manner, assumes action, intel- 
ligence, and life."^ 



both cause and ef^t. While I push forward 
a bo«ly with the stick in mv hand, the motion 
of tiit'tfiick, which is the effect of my impulse, 
is the cause of the progression of the body 
til at IS pushed. The word cause, onlv de- 
iiuit tf the perctption of the change which one 
Inniy \iT»AiictA \n another, considered in rela- 
tuin to the body that produces it ; and the . 
woni tJTectf signifies nothing more than the 
piTi-eption of the same change, considered 
rtlai:v»| y to the iKxJy that sutFcrs it. The 
alistiirdiiy of sup|>osing the existence of inde- 
pi'iKlt'iit and absolute causes, which neither , 
arc nor can \te t rti-ets, must appear obvious lo ; 
evrry unbiassed understanding. i 

Tile int'uiiie progres««ion o? bodies which ! 
have Urn in succession, cause and effect, ' 
8o<jii faiiirued men desirous of discovering a ; 
general rause for evt-ry particular effect. Tney j 
all at oiKv, therefore, ascended to a first 
caus^*, supposed to be universal, in relation 
to which every particular cause is an effect, 
ihoui^h not itself the effect of any cause. The 
only idea they can give of it is, that it pro- 
duced all things ; not only the form of tneir 
existence, but even their existence itself. It 
is not, according lo them, either a body, or a 
beiiitr like particular beings ; in a word, it is 
the universal cause. And this is all they can 
say abou' it. 

t'roin what has been said, it must appear, 
that this universal cause is but a chimera, a 
mert- phantom, at most an imaginary or ficti- 
tious being, only existing in the minds of those 
who consider it. It is, nowever, the Destiny 
of the Greeks, — the Grod of philosophers, Jews, 
and ( 'hristians, — the Benevolent Spirit of the 
new Parisian sect of Saint-Simonians ; the 
only sect which has ever yet attempted to 
found a worship upon principles beanng any 
resemblance lo morality, reason, or common 
senge. 

Those who. without acKnowieoging tms 
unive "sal cause, content themselves with **"- 



ticular causes, have generally distinguifihed 
them from material substances. Seemg the 
same change often produced by di^rent 
actions or causes, they concdved the exist- 
ence of particular causes, distinct from sensi- 
ble bodies. Some have ascribed to them in- 
telligence and will,--hence gods, demons, 
genii, good and bad spirits. Otners, who can- 
not conceive the existence of a mode of ac- 
tion different from their own, have imagined 
certain \'irtiMS to proceed from the influence 
of the stars, chance, and a thousand other 
dark, uninteUigible terms, which signify no- 
thing more than blind and necessary causes. 

* Among the innumerable errours into 
which men are continually falling, by con- 
founding fictitious with real objects, is that 
of supposing an infinite power, cause, wis- 
dom, or intelligence, to exist, from only con- 
sidering the properties of wisdom, power, and 
intelligence, in the beings whom they see. 
The term infinite is totaQy incompatible with 
the existence of any thing finite, positive or 
real : in other words, it carries vidth it the im- 
possibility of real existence. Those who call 
a power, quantity, or number infinite, speak 
of something undetermined, of which no just 
idea can be formed; because, however ex- 
tended the idea may be, it must fall short of 
the thing represented. An infinite number, 
for example, can neither be conceived nor ex- 
pressed. Admitting for a moment, the ex- 
istence of such a number, it may be a^ed, 
whether a certain part, the half for exam^le^ 
may not be taken from it'? This half is finite, 
ana may be counted and expressed ; but by 
doubling it, we make a sum equal to an infr* 
niie number, which wdll then be determined, 
and to which a unit may at least be added. 
This sum will then be greater than it was be- 
fore, though infinite, or that to which nothing 
could be added, vet we can make no addition 
' *' ( ' ' at the same time^ both 
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CHAPTER VI. Man has no right lo believe himaelf 

a privileged being in aature. He ia 
subject 10 the same vicissiiades a'j its 
other productions. The idea of buman 
excellence is merely founded on the 
the partiality which man feels foihim- 



Q^ Mm, Ail Phyticat and JMoruI DMii 
Hoas — Bit Origin, 

Mam is always subject to necessity 
Hia temperament is independent of 
him, Tel it influeDces his passions 
His blood more or lesa abundant 



1, hisn 



ir less relaxed 



the aliments upoo which he feedi 
act upon him and influence him. 

Man is an organized whole, com- 
poaed of different matters, which net 
sc cording to their respective propertit^s. 
The difficulty of discovering the causi's 
of his motions and ideas, produced the 

tures. He invented words, because 
Ignorant of things. 

Man, like every thing else, is a pro- 
duction of nature. What is his origin '. 
We want experience lo answer iIk 
question. 

Has he always existed, or is he ai: 
instantaneous production of natures 1 
Either of the cases ia possible. Mai- 
ler is eternal, but its forms and com- 
binations are transitory. It is probable, 
that he was produced at a particului 

Eriod of our globe, upon which he, 
:e its other productions, varies ac- 
cording to ihe difference of climate. 
He was doubtless produced male ai}<l 
female, and wilt exist so long as tlie 
elobe remains in its present stale. 
When that is changed, ilie human 
species must give way to new beings, 
capable of incorporating themselves 
With the new qualities which the globe 
will then possess. 

When we are unable to account Cot 
the production of man, to talk of Goii 
and of creation, is but confessing our 
Ignorance of the energy of nature. 

infinite and finite, and consequently possesaes 
prapenies exclusive of one another. Wemigbi. 
wilh equal rcopTielv, conceive the exislenceor 
s while body which is 

which IB, that it neiihe 

Whalhas been said 
efniaUi/ applies either i 
tdligence, or power. 
^"jrees of cauaaiion. ii 

jae degieeamuBibef , ..._ 

__jiii/ which will express the quantityof ihc 
power, and intelligence, of euch catuea. An 
infinity of power, action, or intelligence, to 
which nothing can be added, nor concaved, 
M impcMsibls, never ht* existed, and never 



self. 






CHAPTER VII. 

Qf tlu Soul and i£< Spirilualits, 
HAT ia called the soul moves with 
Vow, motion is a properly of mat- 
'"'-- --'also shows itself ma- 
incible obstacles which 
I the part of the body. 
If the soul causes me to move my arm 
when there is no obstacle in the way, 
it ceases doing so when the arm is 
pressed down by a heavy weight. 
Here then is a mass of matler which 
annihilates an impulse given by a spi- 
ritual cause, which, being unconnected 
with mailer, ought to meet with no 

MotioD supposes extent and solidity 
in the body that is moved. When we 
ascribe action to a cause, we must 
therefore consider that cause to be ma- 
While I walk forward, I do not leave 
my soul behind me. Soul, therefore, 
possesses one quality in common with 
the body and peculiar to matter. The 
soul makes a part of the body, and ex- 
periences all its vicissitudes, in pasaing 
through a state of infancy and of de- 
bility, in partaking of its pleasures and 
pains ; and with the body exhibiting 
marks of dulness, debility, and death. 
In short, it is only the body viewed in 
relation to some of its functions. 

What sort of substance is it which 
can neither be seen nor felt? An 
immaterial being, yet acting upon 
matter I How can the body inclose 
being, which eludes all the 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Of Oit InttlUttual FaeuUiei—AU derivad 
from SsTiaatifm. 

Sem^atiok ia a manner of being af- 
fected, peculiar to certain organs of 
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animated bodies, occasioned by the 

Eresence of a material object. Sensi- 
ility is the result of an arrangement 
peculiar to animals. The organs re- 
ciprocally communicate impressions to 
one another. 

Every sensation is a shock given to 
organs ; a perception^ that shock com- 
municated to the brain ; an idea the 
ima«;e of the object which occasion- 
ed the sensation and perception. If 
our organs, therefore, be not moved, 
we can neither have perceptions nor' 
ideas. ■ 

* Man is bom with a disposition to know, ; 
or to ftfl and receive impressions from the ; 
action i>f other bodies upon him. Those im- 
pressions are called sensations, perceptions, 
or ideas. These impressions leave a trace or 
vestise of themselvc^s, which are sometimes 
exeittfd in the absence of the objects which 
occasioned them. This is the faculty of me- 
mory, or the sentiment by which a man has 
a knowledge of former impressions, accom- 
panied by a perception of the distinction be- 
tween the time he received, and that in which 
he rememl>er8 them. 

Every impressii)n produces an agreeable or 
disagreeable sensation. When Uvely, we call 
it pleasure, or pain; when feeble, satisfaction, 
ease, inconvenience, or uneasiness. The first 
of these sentiments inipels us towards objects, 
and makes us use efforts to join and attach 
them to ourselves, to augment and prolong: 
the force of the sensation, lo renew and reran 
it when it ceases. We love objects which 
produce such sensations, and are happy in 
pcfljs^'ssing them : we seek and d<*sire their 
poss<.'8Sion, and are mis**rable unon losing 
ihern. The sentiment of pain induces us to 
fly and shun objects which produce it, to fear, 
hate, and detest their presence. . 

We are so constituted, as to love pleasure 
and hale pain; nnd this law, engraven by 
nature on the heart of every human being, is 
80 powerful, thai in every action of life it 
forces our obedience. Pleasure is attached to 
every action necessary to ihe preservation of 
life, and pain to those of an opposite nature. 
Love of pleasure, and haired of pain, induce 
us, without eiiher examination or reflection, 
to act so as to obtain pi)sse8siun of the former 
and the absence of the laller. 

The impressions once received, it is not in 
man's power either to prolong or to render 
them durable. There are certain limits be- 
yond which human efforts cannot exceed. 
Some impressions are more poignant than 
oth<;rs, and rendiT us either happy or misera- 
ble. An impression, pleasant at its com- 
int'iirerrient, frequently prcKJuces pain in its 
hroijfnss. Pleasure and pain are so much 
blended to£;<ther, tliat it is seldom that the 
oiw is felt without some part of the other. 

Man, like every other amma\, upou comm^ 
into tha world, abandons himseU to pieseivX 
impressions, without foreseeing l\ieYt coivae- 



Memory prodacea imagination. We 
form a picture of the things we have 
seen, and, by imagination, transport 
ourselves to what we do not see. 

Passions are movements of the will, 
determined by the objects which act 
upon it, according to our actual form 
of existence. 

The intellectual faculties attributed 
to the sotil, are modifications ascribable 
to the objects which strike the senses. 
Hence a trembling in the members, 
when the brain is affected by the move- 
ment called fear.* 

quences or issue. Foresight can only be ac- 
quired by experience, and reflection upon the 
impressions communicated to ua by objects. 
Some men, in this reqiec^ continue i nfan ta 
all their Uvea, never acquiring the faculty of 
foresight; and even among the most wise, 
few are to be found, upon whom, at some 
periods of life, certain violent impremiona^ 
those of love, for example, the moat violent 
of all, have not reduced into a state of child- 
hood, foreseeing nothing, and permitting th^n- 
selves to be guided by momentary impulses. 

As we advance in years, we acqmre more 
experience in oompann^^ new and unknown 
objects with the idea or unage of those whose 
impression memory has preserved. We judge 
of the unknown fit>m the known, and conse- 
quently, know whether those ought to be 
sought for or avoided. 

The faculty of comparing present with ab- 
sent objects, which exist onlv in the memory, 
constitutes reason. It is the balance with 
which we weigh things; and by recalling 
those that are absent, we can judge of the 
present, by their relations to one another. 
This is the boasted reason which man, upon 
I know not what pretext, arrogates to him- 
self to the exclusion of all other animals. 
We see all animals possessing evident marks 
of iudgment and comparison. Fishes resort 
to the same spot at the precise hour in which 
ihey have been accustomed to receive food. 
The weaker animals form themselves into 
societies for mutual defence. The sagacitv of 
the dog is generally known, and the tores^ht 
of the bee has long been proverbial. The 
bears of Siberia, and the elephants of India, 
seem to possess a decided superiority in im- 
derstanding over the human savages and 
slaves, who inhabit those countries. 

Some philosophers suppose the existence 
of the sense of touch in man, in a superior 
degree than in other animals, suflScient to 
account for his superiority over them. If to 
that we add, the advantage of a greater lon- 
gevity, and a capacity of supporting existence 
all over the globe, an advantage peculiar to 
the human species, perhaps we have enume- 
rated all the causes of superiority which man 
ever received from nature, whatever may be 
\v» Y'f^Xjfemxoxx?,. Speech, or the power of 



APPENDIX. 



345 



CHAPTEJEl IX. 



IHnersity qf the Intdleciual Faculties — TViey 
dependy- like the Moral QualitieSf on Physi- 
ccU Pauses. — Natural Principle* of So- 
ciety. 

Temperament decidea the moral 
qualities. This we have from nature, 
and from our parents. Its different 
kinds are determined hy the quality of 
the air we breathe, by the climate we 
inhabit, by education, and the ideas it 
inspires. 

By making mind spiritual, we ad- 
minister to it improper remedies. Con- 
stitution, which can be changed, cor- 
rected and modified, should alone be 
the object of our attention. 

Gienius is an effect of physical sen- 
sibility. It is the faculty possessed by 
some human beings, of seizing, at one 
glance, a whole and its different parts. 

Bv experience, we foresee effects not 
yet felt — hence prudence and foresight. 
Reason is nature modified by experi- 
ence. 

The final end of man is self-preser- 
vation, and rendering his existence 
happy. Experience shows him the 
need he stands in of others to attain 
that object, and points out the means 
of rendering them subservient to his 
views. He sees what is agreeable or 
disagreeable to them, and these ex- 
periences give him the idea of justice, 
&c. Neither virtue nor vice are found- 
ed on conventions, but only rest upon 
relations subsisting among all human 
beings. 

Men's duties to one another arise 
from the necessity of employing those 
means which tend to the end proposed 
by nature. It is by promoting the hap- 
piness of other men, that we engage 
them to promote our own. 

Politics should be the art of directing 
the passions of men to the good of so- 
ciety. Laws ought to have no other 
object than the direction of their actions 
also to the same object. • 

Happiness is the uniform object of 
all the passions. These are legitimate 
and natural, and can neither be called 
good or bad, but in so far as they affect 

in a higher degree than man in certain states 
of society. Dampierre describes a nation, 
whose speech consisted in the howling of a 
few guttural sounds, and whose vocabulary 
^ not contain more than thirty words. 
No. XL— 44 



other men. To direct tie passions lo 
virtue, it is necessary to show man- 
kind advantages resulting from its 
practice. 



CHAPTER X. 

T7i« Mind draws no Ideas from itself— We 
have no Innate Ideas. 

Ir we can only form ideas of mate- 
rial objects, how can their cause be 
supposed immaterial ? 

To this, dreams are opposed as an 
objection ; but in sleep the brain is 
filled with a crowd of ideas which it 
received when awake. Memory al- 
ways produces imagination. T he cause 
of dreams must be physical, as they 
most frequently proceed from food, hu- 
mours, and fermentations, unanalogous 
to the healthy state of man. 

The ideas supposed to be innate, 
are those which are familiar to, and, 
as it were, incorporated with us ; but 
it is always through the medium of the 
senses that we acquire them. They 
are the effect of education, example, 
and habit. Such are the ideas formed 
of Grod, which evidently proceed from 
the descriptions given of him. 

Our moral ideas are the fruits of ex- 
perience alone. The sentiments ot 
paternal and filial affection are the re- 
sult of reflection and habit. 

Man acquires all his notions and 
ideas. The words beauty, intelligence, 
order, virtue, grief, pain and pleasure, 
are, to me, void of meaning, unless 
I compare them with other objects. 
Judgment presupposes sensibility ; and 
judgment itself is the fruit of com- 
parison. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Of the System qf Man*8 lAberty. 

Man is a physical being, subject to 
nature, and consequently to necessity. 
Born without our consent, our organ- 
ization is independent of us, and oui 
ideas come to us involuntarily. Action 
is the sequel of an impulse communi- 
cated by a sensible object. 

I am thirsty, and see a well ; can I 
hinder myself from wishing to drink 
of it? But I am told, the water is 
poisoned, and I abstain- from drinking 
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Will it be sftid, that in this case I am 
:'nH> ? Thirst necessarily determined 
me to drink; the discovery of poison 
necessarily determines me not to drink. 
The second motive is stron^r than 
the first, and I abstain from drinking. 
But an imprudent man, it may be said, 
^'ill drink. In this case his first im- 
pulse will be strongest. In either case, 
tiie action is necessary. He who drinks 
is a madman ; but the actions of mad- 
men are not less necessary than those 
of other men. 

A debauchee may be persuaded to 
change his conduct. This circum- 
stance does not prove that he is free ; 
but only, that motives can be found, 
suflicient to counteract the effect of 
those which formerly acted upon him. 

Choice by no means proves liberty ; 
since hesitation only finishes when 
the will is determined by sufficient 
motives ; and man cannot hinder mo- 
tives from acting upon his will. Can 
he prevent himself from wishing to 
nossess what he thinks desirable ? 
No ; but we are told he can resist the 
desire, by reflecting upon its conse- 
quences. But has he the power of re- 
flecting? Human actions are never 
free; they necessarily proceed from 
constitution, and from received ideas, 
strengthened by example, education, 
and experience. The motive which 
determines man is always beyond his 
power. 

Notwithstanding the system of hu- 
man liberty, men have universally 
founded their systems upon necessity 
alone. If motives were thought in- 
capable of influencing the will, why 
make use of morality, education, legis- 
lation, and even religion ? We estab- 
lish institutions to influence the will ; 
a clear proof of our conviction, that they 
must act upon it. These institutions 
are necessity demonstrated to man. 

The necessity that governs the phy- 
sical, governs also the moral world, 
where every thing is also subject to 
the same law. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Kxaminaiion of the Opinions which maintain 
the System qf Necessity to be Dangerous. 

If men's actions are necessary, by 
what right, it is asked, are criines 



pumshed, since involuntary actions an 
never the objects of punishment? 

Society is an assemblage of sensible 
beings, susceptible of reason, who love 
pleasure, and hate pain. Nothing more 
IS necessary to engage their concur- 
rence to the general welfare. Neces- 
sity is calculated to impress all men. 
The wicked are madmen against whom 
others have a right to defend them- 
selves. Madness is an involuntary 
and necessary state, yet madmen are 
confined. But society should never 
excite desires, and afterwards punish 
them. Robbers are often those whom 
society has deprived of the means of 
subsistence. 

By ascribing all to necessity, we are 
told the ideas of just and unjust, of 
good and evil, are destroyed. No; 
though no man acts from necessity, 
his actions are just and good relative 
to the society whose welfare he pro- 
motes. Every man is sensible that he 
is compelled to love a certain mode of 
conduct in his neighbour. The ideas 
of pleasure and pain, vice and virtue, 
are founded upon our own essence. 

Fatalism neither emboldens crime, 
nor stifles remorse, always felt by the 
wicked. They have long escaped 
blame or punishment, they are not on 
that account better satisfiea with them- 
selves. Amidst perpetual pangs, strug- 
srles, and agitations, they can neither 
End repose nor happiness. Every crime 
costs them bitter torments and sleep- 
less nights. The system of fatality 
establishes morality, by demonstrating 
its necessity. 

Fatality, it is said, discourages man, 
paralyzes his mind, and breaks the ties 
that connect him with society. But 
does the possession of sensibility de- 
pend upon myself? My sentiments 
are necessary, and founded upon na- 
ture. Though I know that all men 
must die, am I on that account, the 
less afiected by the death of a wife, a 
child, a father, or a friend ? 

Fatalism ought to inspire man with 
a useful submission and resignation to 
his fate. The opinion, that all is ne- 
cessary, will render him tolerant. He 
will lament and pardon his fellow- 
men. He will be humble and modest, 
from knowing that he has received 
every thing which he possesses. 

Fatal' • said, degrades mas 
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into a mere machine. Such language 
Is the invention of ignorance, respect- 
ing what constitutes his true dignit]r> 
Every machine is valuable, when it 
peri'urms well the functions to which 
i.t is destined. Nature is but a ma- 
chine, of which the human species 
inakes a part. Whether the soul be 
mortal or immortal, we do not the less 
admire its grandeur and sublimity in a 
Socrates. 

The opinion of fatalism is advan- 
tageous to man. It prevents useless 
remorse from disturbing his mind. It 
teaches him the propriety of enjoying 
with moderation, as pain ever accom- 
panies excess. He will follow the 
paths of virtue, since every thing shows 
'ts necessity for rendering him estima- 
ble to others and contented with him- 
self. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Of ihe SouVs ImmortcUity — Tlu Dogma of a 
Future Stat&—I^ear of Dtam. 

The soul, step by step, follows the 
different states of the body. With the 
body, it comes into existence, is feeble 
in irfancy, partakes of -its pleasures 
and pains, its states of health and dis- 
ease, activity or depression 5 with the 
body, is asleep or awake, and yet it 
has been supposed immortal! 

Nature inspires man with the love 
of existence, and the desire of its con- 
tinuation produced the belief of the 
soul's immortality. Granting the de- 
sire of immortality to be natural, is 
that any proof of its reality ? We de- 
sire the immortality of the body, and 
this desire is frustrated. Why should 
not the desire of the souPs immortality 
be frustrated also ? 

The soul is only the principle of 
sensibility. To think, to suffer, to 
enjoy, is to feel. When the body, 
therefore, ceases to live, it cannot ex- 
ercise sensibility. Where there are no 
senses, there can be no ideas. The 
soul only perceives by means of the 
organs : how then is it possible for it 
to feel, after the dissolution ? 

We are told of divine power — but 
dirine power cannot make a thing ex- 
ist and not exist at the same time. It 



cannot make the soul think without iht 
means necessary to acquire thoughts. 

The destruction of his body always 
alarms man, notwithstanding the opin- 
ion of the souPs immortality ; a >ure 
proof that he is more affected by ilie 
present reality, than by the hope of a 
distant futurity. 

The very idea of death is revolting 
to man, yet he does every thing in his 
power to render it more frightful. It 
IS a period which delivers- us up de- 
fenceless to the undescribable rigours 
of a pitiless despot. This, it is said, 
is the strongest rampart against human 
irregularities. But what effect have 
those ideas produced upon those who 
are, or at least pretend to be, persuaded 
of their truth ? The great bulk of 
mankind seldom think of them ; never, 
when hurried along by passion, preju- 
dice, or example. If they produce any 
effect, it is only upon those to whom 
they are unnecessary in urging to do 
good, and restraining from evil. They 
fill the hearts of good men with ter- 
rour, but have not the smallest influ- 
ence over the wicked. — 

Bad men may be found among iiifi- 
dels, but infidelity by no means implies 1 
wickedness. On the contrary, the man ! 
who thinks and meditates, better knows I 
motives for being good, than he who j 
permits himself to be blindly conducted j 
by the motives of others. The man ' 
who does not expect another state of 
existence, is the more interested in 
prolonging his life, and rendering him- 
self dear to his fellow-men, in the only 
state of existence with which he is ac- 
quainted. The dogma of a future state 
destroys our happiness in this life ; we 
sink under calamity, and remain in 
errour, in expectation of being happy 
hereafter. 

The present state has served as the 
model of the future. We feel pleasure 
and pain — hence a heaven and a hell. 
A body is necessary for enjoying hea- 
venly pleasures — hence the dogma of 
a resurrection. 

But whence has the idea of hell 
arisen? Because, like a sick person 
who clings even to a miserable exist- 
ence, man prefers a life of pain to an- 
nihilation, which he considers as the 
greatest of calamities. That notion 
wan hosidcs counterbalanced by the 
idea of divine mercy. 
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try ? He. who dies, only retires into 
solitude. 

The difference of opinion upon this, 
as well as other subjects, is necessary. 
The suicide will tell you, that in his 
situation, your conduct would be pre- 
cisely similar : but to be in the situa- 
tion of another, we must possess his 
organization, constitution, and pas- 
sions ; be, in short, himself, placed in 
the same circumstances, and actuated 
by the same motives. These maxims 
may be thought dangerous : but max- 
ims alone do not lead men to the adop- 
tion of such violent resolutions. It is 
a constitution whetted by chagrin, a 
vicious organization, a derangement 
of the machine — in a word, necessity. 
Death is a resource of which oppress- 
ed virtue should never be deprived. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Of MarCs Interest^ or ike Ideas he forma of 
Happiness — Without Virtue he cannot he 
Happy. 

Interest is the object to which 
every man, according to his constitu- 
tion, attaches happiness. The same 
happiness does not suit all men, as 
ihat of every man depends upon his 
peculiar organization. It may, there- 
fore, be easily conceived, that in beings 
of such different natures, what consti- 
tutes the pleasure of one man, may be 
indifferent, or even disgusting to an- 
other. No man can determine what 
will constitute the happiness of his 
neighbour. 

Compelled, however, to judge of 
actions from their effects upon our- 
selves, we approve of the interest 
which animates them, according to 
the advantage which they produce to 
the human species. Thus, we admire 
valour, generosity, talents, and virtue. 

It is the nature of man to love him- 
self, to preserve his existence, and to 
render it happy. Experience and rea- 
son soon convince him, that he cannot 
alone command the means of procu- 
ring happiness. He sees other human 
beings engaged in the same pursuit, 
yet capable of assisting him to attain 
nis desired object. He perceives, that 
they will favour his views in so far 
onlv as th?v coincide with their own 



interest. He will then conclude, that 
to secure his own happiness, he must 
conciliate their attacnment, approba- 
tion, and assistance ; and that it is ne- 
cessary to make them find advantages 
in promoting his views. The procu- 
ring of those advantages to mankind 
constitutes virtue. The wise man finds 
it his interest to be virtuous. Virtue 
is nothing more than the art of render- 
ing a man happv, by contributing to 
the happiness of others. Merit and 
virtue are founded upon the nature and 
wants of man. 

The virtuous man is always happy. 
In every face he reads the right which 
he has acquired over the heart. Vice 
is compelled to yield to virtue, whose 
superiority she blushingly acknow- 
ledges. Should the man of virtue 
sometimes languish in contempt or ob- 
scurity, the justice of his cause forms 
his consolation for the injustice of 
mankind. This consolation is denied 
to the wicked, whose hearts are the 
abode of anxiety, shame, and remorse. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

T^ Erroneous Opinions entertained by Man 
of Happiness are tfie True Causes of his 
Misery. 

Nothing can be more frivolous than 
the declamations of a gloomy philoso- 
pher against the love of power, gran- 
deur, riches, or pleasure. Every thing 
which promises advantages is a natural 
object of desire. 

Paternal authority, those of rank, 
riches, genius, and talents are founded 
upon those advantages. It is only on 
account of the advantages they pro- 
duce, that the sciences are estimable. 
Kings, rich and great men, may im- 
pose upon us by show and splendour, 
but it is from their benefits alone that 
they have legitimate power over us. 

Experience teaches us, that the ca- 
lamities of mankind have sprung from 
religious opinions. The ignorance of 
natural causes created Gods, and im- 
posture made them terrible. Man lived 
unhappy, because he was told that God 
had condemned him to misery. He 
never entertained a wish of breaking 
his chains, as he was taught, that stu- 
pidity, the renouncing of reason, men 
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debilitr. an J spintoal <}eba«ec«ent. vere With limited knowledge, and few ideas, 
the CQ«ani of ootainin^ eternal teiicity. be has still fewer desires. 
K«nz^ irin*f':<cmed br men in:c God?. The sum total of ^ood exceeds that 
seemed to inherit the rirnt cf g^^^rem- of eril. There is no happiness in the 
meet : and pohtics betamie the I'atai gross, though moch of it in the detail. 
art of «acfidcing the happiness of ail In the whole coarse of a man^s life 
to the <rapn're of an indiridnal. few days are al:ogether unhappy.— 

Tne ^zie bLndness perraded the Habit lightens our sorrows, an-l sqs- 
fcience of moraiiiy. In«cead o* found- pended grief is enjoyment. Erery 
ing it upon the nature uf man. and the want, at the moment of^its gratification, 
relations which subsist between him becomes a pleasure. Absence of pain 
and hi* fellows, or upon the duties re- and of sickness is a happy state, which 
suiting from those relations, religion we enjoy without being sensible of it 
esublished an imaginary connexion Hope assists us to support calamity. 
between man and invisible beings. In short, the man who thinks himself 
The Gods, always painted as tyrants, the most unhappy, sees not the ap- 
became the model of human conductl proach of death without terrour. unless 
When man injured his neighbour, he despair has, to his eyes, disfigured the 
thought he had offended God, and be- whole of nature. When nature denies 
lieved that he could pacify him by us any pleasure, she leaves open a dooi 
presents and humility. Religion cor- for our departure ; and should we not 
rupted morality, and the expiations of make use of it, it is because we still 
piety completed its destruction. Re- , find a pleasure in existence, 
ligious remedies were disgusting to 

human passions, because unsuited to ; 

the nature of man : and they were : 

called divine. Virtue appeared hate- ; CHAPTER XVII. 

ful to man. because it was represented .^_ - ., 

to him as inimical to pleasure. In the ; ^^'^^^ of our Ideas ametming the Divifuty. 

obscTance of his duties, he saw no-. Evil is necessary to man, since with- 
thing but a sacrifice of every thing out it he would be ignorant of what is 
dear ; and real motives to induce such good. Without evil, he could neither 
a sacrifice were never shown him. have choice, will, passions, nor incli- 
The pre-^ent prevailed over the future, nations ; he could neither have motives 
the visible over the invisible. Man for loving nor hating. He would then 
became wicked, as every thing told . be an automaton, and no longer man. 
him, that to enjoy happiness it was ! The evil which he saw in the uni- 
necessary to be so. I verse, suggested to man the idea of a 

Melancholy devotees, finding the \ Divinity. A crowd of evils, such as 
objects of human desire incapable of j plagues, famines, earthquakes, inunda- 
satisfying the heart, decried them as | tions, and con fiagra lions, terrified him. 
pernicious and abominable. Blind But what ideas did he form of the 



physicians ! who take the natural state 
of man for that of disease! Forbid 
man to love and to desire, and you 
wrest from him his being ! Bid him 
hate and despise himself, and you take 
away his strongest motives to virtue. 

In spite of our complaints against 
fortune, there are many happy men in 
this world. There are also to be found 
sovereigns, ambitious of making na- 
tions happy ; elevated souls who en- 
courage genius, succour indigence, and 
possess the desire of engaging admi- 
ration. 

Poverty itself is not excluded from 
happiness. The poor man, habituated 
to iaboiir, knows the sweets of repose. 



cause which produced such effects'? 
Man never imagined nature the cause 
of the calamities which afiUcted her- 
self Finding no agent on earth, oapa- 
ble of producing such effects, he di- 
rected his attention to heaven, the 
imagined residence of beings, whose 
enmity destroyed his felicity in this 
world. 

Terrour was always associated with 
the idea of those powerful beings. 

From known objects, men judge of 
unknown. Man gave, from himself, 
a will, intelligence, and passions simi- 
lar to his own, to every unknown cause 
which acted upon him> Influenced 
himsp'" 'ssion and presents, 



APPENDIX. 



351 



de employed these to gain the favour 
of the Divinity. 

The business relative to those offer- 
ings was confided to old men, and 
much ceremony was used in making 
them. The ceremonies were contin- 
ued, and became custom. Thus re- 
ligion and priestcraft were introduced 
into the world. 

The mind of man Twhose essence it 
is to labour incessantly upon unknown 
objects, to which it originally attached 
consequence, and dares not afterwards 
coolly examine) soon modified those 
systems. 

By a necessary consequence of those 
opinions, nature was soon stripped of 
all power. Man could not conceive 
the possibility of nature's permitting 
him to suffer, were she not herself sub- 
ject to a power, inimical to his happi- 
ness, and having an interest in punish- 
ing and afflicting him. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Of Mythology and Theology. 

Man originally worshipped nature. 
All things were spoken of allegorically, 
and every part oi nature was personi- 
fied. Hence a Saturn, Jupiter, Apollo, 
&c. The vulgar did not perceive that 
it was nature and her parts which 
were thus allegorized. The source 
from which Gods were taken was soon 
forgotten. An incomprehensible being 
was formed from the power of nature, 
and called its mover. Thus nature 
was separated from herself, and be- 
came considered as an inanimate mass 
incapable of action. 

It became necessary to ascribe quali- 
ties to this moving power. This being, 
or, latterly, spirit, intelligence, incor- 
poreal being ; that is to say, a sub- 
stance different from any that we know, 
i was seen by nobody. Men could only 
ascribe it to qualities from themselves. 
, What they called human perfection 
was the model in miniature of the 
perfection of the Divinity. 

But, on the other hand, in viewing 
the calamities and disorders to which 
the world was so subject, why not at- 
tribute to him malice, imprudence, and 
caprice ? This difficulty was thought 
removed in creating enemies to him. 



This is the origin of the rebellious 
angels. Notwithstanding his power, 
he could not subdue them. He is un- 
derstood to be in the same situation 
with regard to those men who offend 
him. 

Having thus, in their own opinion, 
satisfactorily accounted for human mis- 
ery, another difficulty occurred. It 
could not be denied, that just men 
were sometimes included in the pun- 
ishments of God. 

It was then said, that because man 
had sinned, God might avenge him- 
self upon the innocent — like those 
wicked princes, who proportion pun- 
ishment more to the grandeur and 
power of the party offended, than to 
the magnitude and reality of the of- 
fence. The most wicked men, and 
the most tyrannical governments, have 
been the models of a Divinity, and his 
divine administration. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Absurd and Extraordinary Tkeologieal 
Opinions, 

God, we are told, is good, — but God 
is the author of all things. All the 
calamities which afflict mankind, must, 
of course, be imputed to him. Good 
and evil suppose two principles : if 
there be only one, he must alternately 
be good and wicked. 

God, say theologians, is just, and 
evil is a chastisement for the injuries 
which men have done him. To offend 
any one, supposes the existence of 
connexions between the offending and 
offended parties. To offend is to cause 
pain ; but how can a feeble creature 
like man, who has received his very 
existence from God, act against an in- 
finite power, which never consents to 
sin or disorder ? 

Justice supposes the disposition of 
rendering to every one his due ; and 
we are told, that God owes us nothing : 
that, without prejudice to his equity, 
he may plunge the work of his hand 
into an abyss of misery. Evils are 
said only to be temporary — surely, then, 
they are unjust, during a certain period. 
Grod chastises his friends for their 
good : but if God be good, can he per- 
mit them to suffer, even for a moment? 
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If God be omniscient, why try his 
friends, from whom he knows he has 
nothini^ to fear? If omnipotent, why 
be di<iturbed by the petty plots raised 
against him ? 

What trood man does not wish to 
render his felluw-creatures happy ? 
Why does not God make man happy? 
No man has reason to be contented 
with his lot. What can be said to all 
tnis? God's judgments are impene- 
trable. In this case, how can men 
pretend to reason about him ? Since 
unsearchable, upon what foundation 
can a single virtue be attributed to 
him ? What idea can we form of a 
justice which bears no resemblance to 
that of man ? 

His justice is said to be balanced by 
his mercy, but his mercy derogates 
from tiis jjstice. If unchangeable, can 
he for a moment alter his designs ? 

God, say the priests, created the world 
for his own glory. But already su- 
perior to every thing, was any addition 
wanting to his glory ? The love of 
glory is the desire of oeing distinguish- 
ed among our equals. If Grod be sus- 
ceptible of it, why does he permit any 
one to abuse his favours ? or why are 
they insufficient to make us act accord- 
ing to his wishes ? Because he has 
made me a free agent. But why grant 
me a liberty which he knows I will 
abuse ? 

In consequence of this freedom, men 
will be eternally punished in the other 
world, lor the faults they have com- 
mitted in this life. But why punish 
eternally the faults of a moment? what 
would we think of the king, that eter- 
nally punished one of his subjects, 
who. in the moment of intoxication, 
had jffended his pride, without how- 
ever doin<5 him any real injury, espe- 
cially had he himself previously in- 
toxicated him ? Would we consider 
the monarch as all-powerful, who is 
forced lo permit all his subjects, with 
the exception of a few faithful friends, to 
insult his laws, and even his own person, 
and thwart him in every measure? 

It is said, that the qualities of God 
are so unlike to those of man, and so 
eminent, that no resemblance what- 
ever subsists between them. But in 
this case, how can we form an idea of 
them 7 Why does iheology presurcve 
fo announce them? 



But Crod has spoken, and made him- 
self known to man. When and to 
whom ? where are those divine oracles'? 
in absmd and contradictory collections, 
where the €rod of wisdom speaks an 
obscure, insidious, and foolish lea- 
kage ; where the Grod of benevolence 
IS cruel and sanguinary ; where the 
God of justice is unjust, partial, and 
ordains iniquity; where the Grod of 
mercy decrees the most horrid punish- 
ment to the victims of his wrath. 

The relations subsisting between 
God and man, can be only founded 
upon moral qualities. But if man be 
ignorant of these, how can they sen'e 
as the model for his conduct ? how can 
he possibly imitate them ? 

There is no proportion hetween God 
and man ; and where that is wanting, 
there can be no relations. If God be in- 
corporeal, how can he act upon bodies? 
how can they iict upon him, so as to 
give him offence, disturb his repose, 
and excite his anger ? If the potter be 
displeased with the bad shape of the 
vessel he has made, whom has he but 
himself to blame for it ? 

If God owes man nothing, man owes 
him as little. Relations must be re- 
ciprocal, and duties are founded upon 
mutual wants. If these are useless to 
God, he cannot owe any thing for 
them, and man cannot him. God's 
authoritv can only be founded upon 
the good which he bestows upon men ; 
and their duties must solely rest upon 
the favours which they expect from 
him. If God do not owe man happi- 
ness, every relation between them is 
annihilated. 

How can we reconcile the qualities 
ascribed to God with his metaphysical 
attributes? How can a pure spirit act 
like man, a corporeal being ? A pure 
spirit can neither hear our prayers, nor 
be softened by our miseries. If im- 
mutable, he cannot change. If all na- 
ture, without being God, can exist in 
conjunction with him, he cannot be 
infinite. If he either suffers, or can 
not prevent, the evils and disorders of 
the world, he cannot be omnipotent. 
He cannot be every where, if he is not 
in man while he commits sin, or goes 
out of him at the moment of its com- 
mission. 

K lev^'aXAOTk.^wjJA ^xQ^re malice in 
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for a long time denied man a know- 
ledge necessary to his happiness. If 
it be made to a small number only, it 
is a partiality inconsistent with his 
justice. Revelation would destroy 
God's immutability, as it supposes him 
to have done at one period what he 
wished not to do at another. What 
kind of revelation is it, which cannot 
be understood ? If one man only were 
incapable of understanding it, that cir- 
cumstance would be alone sufficient to 
convict Grod of injustice. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Examination of Dr. darkens Proqfs of the 
Existence of a Deity. 

All men, it is said, believe in the 
existence of a deity, and the voice of 
nature is alone sufficient to establish it. 
It is an innate idea. 

But what proves that idea to be ac- 
quired is, the nature of the opinion, 
which varies from age to age, and from 
nation to nation. That it is unfounded, 
is evident from this, that men have per- 
fected every science, which has a real 
object, while that oi God has been al- 
ways in nearly the same state. There 
is no subject upon which men have en- 
tertained such a variety of opinions. 

Admitting every nation to have a 
form of worship, that circumstance by 
no means proves the existence of a 
God. The universality of an opinion 
does not prove its truth. Have not all 
nations believed in the existence of 
witchcraft and of apparitions? Pre-, 
vious to Copernicus, did not all men 
believe that the earth was immoveable, 
and that the sun turned round it? 

The ideas of God and his qualities 
are only founded upon the opinions of 
our^ fathers, infused into us by educa- 
tion ; by n-dbits contracted in infancy, 
and strengthened by example and au- 
thority. Hence the opinion, that all 
men are born with an idea of the Di- 
vinity. We retain those ideas, without 
ever having reflected upon them. 

Dr. Clarke has adduced the strongest 
arguments which have ever yet been 
advanced in support of the existence of 
a Deity. His propositions may be re- 
duced into the following: — 

1. " Something has existed from all 

No. XII.— 45 



eternity." Yes; but what is it? Why 
not matter, rather than spirit ? When 
a thing exists, existence must be essen- 
tial to it. That which cannot be an 
nihilated, necessarily exists: such is 
matter. Matter, therefore, has always 
existed. 

2. "An independent and unchange- 
able being has existed from all eter- 
nity." 

Firstof all, what is this being? Is it 
independent of its own essence ? No ; 
for it cannot make the beings whom it 
produces act otherwise than according 
to their given properties. One body 
only depends upon another, in so far as 
it owes existence and form of action to 
it. By this trifle alone can matter be 
dependent. But if matter be eternal, it 
cannot be indebted for its existence to 
another being ; and if eternal and self- 
existing, it is evident that, in virtue of 
those qualities, it contains within itself 
every thing requisite for action. Matter 
being eternal, has no need of a maker. 

Is this being unchangeable ? No ; as 
such a being could neither will nor pro- 
duce successive actions. If this being 
created matter, there was a time in 
which it had resolved that matter should 
not exist, and another that it should. 
This being, therefore, cannot be un- 
changeable. 

3. " This eternal, immutable, and 
independent being is self-existence." 
But since matter is eternal, why should 
it not be self-existent? 

4. " The essence of a self-existent 
being is incomprehensible." True, and 
such is the essence of matter. 

5. " A necessarily self-existing being 
is necessarily eternal." But it would 
have that property in common with 
matter? Why, then, separate this being 
from the universe? 

6. " The self-existing being must be 
infinite, and every where present." In- 
finite ! be it so ; but we have no reason 
to think that matter is finite. Every 
where present ! No ; matter certainly 
occupies a part of space, and from that 
part, at least, the Divinity must be ex- 
cluded. 

7. " The necessarily self-existent be- 
ing must be one." Yes, if nothing can 
exist out of it. But can any one deny 
the existence of the universe ? 

8. " The self-existent being is neces- 
sarily intelligent." But intelligence * 
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a human quality. To have intelii^eDce, 
thou::hi> and >en-e«i are necessary. A 
bi'iti:: that ha« sen^e< is material, and 
caniiut \Hf a pure *>pirit. But does this 
Jieinij, thi-t jfrval whule. possess a par- 
tirulur intelligence which puts it in 
motion: Since nature contains intelli- 
gent U'inij.N why strip her of intelli- 
gence ? 

9. •• The self-exi*»ient being is a free 
agent.-' But does God find no diliicultv 
in executing hi:> plan< ? Doe< he wirh 
the continuance of evil, or can he not 
prevent it ? In that case, he either per- 
mits sin or is not free. He can only 
act according to the laws of his es- 
sence. His will is determined by the 
wisdom and qualities which are attrib- 
uted to him : He is not free. 

10. " The supreme cause of all things 
possesses infinite power." But if man 
be free to commit sin, what becomes 
of God's infinite power? 

11. ^* The author of all things is ne- 
cessarily wise." If he be the author 
of all things, he is author of many 
things which we think very foolish. 

12. " The supreme cause necessarily 
possesses every moral perfection." The 
idea of perfection is abstract. It is rela- 
tive to our mode of perception that a 
thing appears perfect to us. Wiien 
injured by his works, and forced to la- 
ment the evils we suffer, do we think 
God perfect ? Is he so in respect to his 
works, where we universally see con- 
fusion blended with order? 

If it be pretended that we cannot 
know God, and that nothing positive 
can be said about him, we may well be 
allowed to doubt of his existence. If 
incomprehensible, can we be blamed 
for not understanding him ? 

We are told that common sense and 
reason are sufficient to demonstrate his 
li^ existence ; but we are also told that, 
in these matters, reason is an unfaithful 
guide. Conviction, besides, is always 
the effect of evidence and demonstra- 
tioiu 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Examinations of the Proofs of the Existence 
of a Divinity. 

Tio variety, it is said, can arise from 
a blind physical necessity, whicVi mxx?,!^ 
always be uniform; thattYieYamxy^^ 



see arc>and as can only proceed from 
the will and ideas of a necessarily ei 
i^ting being. 

Why should not this rarietv arise 
from natural causes — from a self-acting 
matter, whose motion joins and com- 
bines various and analogous elements f 
Is not a loaf of bread produced from 
. the combination of meal, yeast, and 
water? Blind necessity is a name 
which we give to a power with whose 
energy we are unacquainted. 
; But it is said that the regular move- 
; ments and admirable order of the uni- 
^ verse, and the benefits daily bestowed 
, u[>on man, announce wfsdom and intel- 
; ligence. Those movements are the 
necessary effects of the laws of nature, 
which we call either good or bad, as 
they effect ourselves. 

Animals, it is asserted, are a proof 
of the powerful cause w^hich created 
them. The power of nature cannot be 
doubted. Are animals, on account of 
the harmony of their parts, the work 
of an invisible being? They are con- 
tinually changring, and finally perish. 
If God cannot form them otherwise, he 
is neither free nor powerful; if he 
^hange his mind, he is not immutable; 
if he allow machines, whom he has 
created sensible, to experience sorrow, 
he is destitute of bounty ; if he cannot 
make his works more durable, he is 
deficient in skill. 

Man, who thinks himself the chief 
work in nature, proves either the malice 
or incapacity of his pretended author. 
His machine is more subject to de- 
rangement than that of other beino-s. 
Who, upon the loss of a loved object, 
would not rather be a beast or a stone 
than a human being? Better be an 
inaniniated rock than a devotee, trem- 
bling under the yoke of his God, and 
foreseeing si ill greater torments in a 
future state of existence ! 

Is it possible, say theologians, to 
conceive the universe to be without a 
maker, who watches over his work- 
manship? Show a statue or a watch 
to a savage, which be has not before 
seen, and he will at once conclude it 
to be the work of a skilful artist. 

1. Nature is very powerful and in- 
dustrious ; but we are as little acquaint- 
ed with the manner in which she forms 
y^ ^\OTiC: oi ?)L m\T\^\^\ ^^ -a. htain or^an 
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do all things, and the existence of any 
hing proves itself to be one of her pro- 
ductions. Let us not conclude that the 
works which most astonish us are not 
of her production. 

2. The savage to whom a watch is 
shown will either have ideas of human 
industry or he will not. If he has. he 
will at once consider it to be the pro- 
duction of a being of his own species ; 
if not, he will never think it the work 
of a being like himself. He will con- 
sequently attribute it to a genius or 
spirit, i. e. to an unknown power, whom 
he will suppose capable of producing 
effects beyond those of human beings. 
By this, tne savage will only prove his 
ignorance of what man is capable of 
performing. 

3. Upon opening and examining the 
watch, the savage will perceive that it 
must be a work of man. He will at 
once perceive its difference from the 
immediate works of nature, whom he 
never saw produce wheels of polished 
metal. But he will never suppose a 
material work the production oi an im- 
material being. In viewing the world, 
we see a material cause of its phe- 
nomena, and this cause is nature, 
whose energy is known to those who 
study her. 

Let us not be told, that we thus at- 
tribute every thing to blind causes, and 
to a fortuitous concourse of atoms : we 
call those causes blind of which we are 
ignorant: we attribute effects to chance, 
when we do not perceive the tie which 
connects them with their causes. Na- 
ture is neither a blind cause, nor does 
she act by chance : all her productions 
are necessary, and always the effect of 
fixed laws. There may be ignorance 
on our part, but the words Spirit, God, 
and Intelligence, will not remedy, but 
only increase that ignorance. 

This is a sufl&cient answer to the 
eternal objection made to the partisans 
of nature, of attributing every thing to 
chance. Chance is a word void of 
meaning, and only exposes the igno- 
rance of those who use it. We are told 
that a regular work cannot be formed 
by the combinations of chance ; that an 
epic poem, like the Iliad, can never be 
produced by letters thrown together at 
random. Certainly not. It is nature 
that combines, according to fixed laws, 
an organized head capable of producing 



such a work. Nature bestows such a 
temperament and organization upon a 
brain, that a head, constituted like that 
of Homer, placed in the same circum- 
stances, must necessarily produce a 
poem like the Iliad, unless it be denied 
that the same causes produce the same 
effects. 

Every thing is the effect of the com- 
binations of matter. The most admi- 
rable of her productions which we be- 
hold, are only the natural effects of her 
parts, differently arranged.* 



CHAPTER XXIL 

Of Deism, Optimism, and JFHnal Causes. 

' Admitting the existence of a God, 
and even supposing him possessed of 
views and of intelligence, what is the 
result to mankind ? What connexion 
can subsist between us and such a 
being? Will the good or bad effects 
proceeding from his omnipotence and 

♦ Whatever may be their pretensions, the 
partisans of religion can only prove, that every 
thing is the effect of a cause ; that we are often 
ignorant of the immediate causes of the effects 
wc see ; that even when we discover them, we 
find that they are the effects of other causes, 
and so on, ad infinitum. But they neither 
have proved, nor can they prove, the necessity 
of ascending to a first eternal cause, the uni- 
versal cause of all i)articular ones, producing 
not only the properties, but even the existence 
of things, and which is independent of every 
other cause. It is true, we do not always 
know the tie, chain, and progress of every 
cause; but what can be inferred from that? 
Igrnorance can never be a reasonable motive 
either of belief or of determination. 

I am ignorant of the cause that produces a 
certain effect, and cannot assign one to my 
own satisfaction. But must I be contented 
with that assigned by another more presump- 
tuous, though no better informed than I, who 
says he is convinced ; especially when I know 
the existence of such a cause to be impossible 1 
The watch of a shipwrecked European having 
fallen into the hands of an Indian tribe, they 
held a consultation to discover the cause of 
its extraordinary movements. For a long 
time, they coula resolve upon nothing. At 
length, one of the group, bolder than the rest, 
declared it to be an animal of a species differ- 
ent from any with which they were acquaint- 
ed ; and as none of them could convince him 
that those movements of the watch could 
proceed from any other principle than that 
which produces animal life and action, he 
thought himself entitled to oblige the assem- 
bly to accept of his explication. 



APPENDIX. 



proTidence be other than those of his 
wiftdom, justice, and eternal decrees? 
Can we suppose that he will change 
his plans on our account ? Overcome 
by our prayers, will he cause the fire to 
cease from burning, or prevent a falling 
building from crushing those who are 
passing beneath it ? What can We ask 
of him, if he be compelled to give a 
free course to the events which he has 
ordained? Opposition, on our part, 
would be phrensy. 

Why deprive me of my God, says 
the happy enthusiast, who favours me, 
wheal I view as a benevolent sove- 
reign continually watching over me ? 
Why, says the unfortunate man, de- 
prive me of my God, whose consoling 
idea dries up my tears ? 

I answer by asking them, on what do 
the^ found the goodness which they 
attribute to God ? For one happy hu- 
man being, how many do we not see 
miserable? Is he good to all men? 
How many calamities do we not daily 
see, while he is deaf to our prayers ? 
Every man, therefore, must judge of 
the Divinity according as he is afiected 
by circumstances. 

In finding every thing good in the 
world, where good is necessarily at- 
tended with evu, the optimists seem to 
have renounced the evidence of their 
senses. Good is. according to them, 
the end of the wnole. But the whole 
can have no end : if it had, it would 
cease being the whole. 

God, say some men, knows how to 
benefit us oy the evils which he permits 
us to sufier in this life. But how do 
thejr know this ? Since he has treated 
us ill in this life, what assurance have 
we of a better treatment in a future 
state ? What good can possibly result 
from the plagues and famines which 
desolate the earth ? It is necessary to 
create another world to exculpate the 
Divinity from blame for the calamities 
he makes us sufier in the present. 

Some men suppose that God, after 
creating matter out of nothing, aban- 
doned it for ever to its primary impulse. 
These men only want a God to produce 
matter, and suppose him to live in com- 
plete indifierence as to the fate of his 
workmanship. Such a Grod is a being 
quite useless to man. 

Others have imagined certain duties 
to he due by man to his Creator. Oth- 



ers suppose that, in consequence of his 
justice, he will reward and punisL 
They make a man of their God. But 
these attributes contradict each other; 
for, by supposing him the author of all 
things, he must, consequently, be the 
author of both sood and evil. We 
might as well believe all things. 

It is asked of us, would you rather 
depend upon blind nature than on a 
good, wise, and intelligent being? 

But, 1. Our interest does not deter- 
mine the reality of things. 2. This be- 
ing, so supereminently wise and good, 
is presented to us as a foolish tyrant, 
and it would be better for man to de- 
pend upon blind nature than upon such 
a being. 3. Nature, when well studied, 
teaches us the means of becoming hap 
py, so far, at least, as our essence will 
permit. She informs us of the proper 
means of acquiring happiness. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

Examination of the Supposed Advaniaga 
uhUh remit to Man from the Noluma of a 
Divinity^ or their Influence upon Moral»i 
Politics, Science^ the Welfare qf Nations, 
and qf Individuals. 

Morality, originally having only for 
its object the self-preservation of man, 
and his welfare in society, had nothing 
to do with religious systems. Man, from 
his own mind, found motives for mod- 
erating his passions and resisting his 
vicious inclinations, and for rendering 
himself useful and estimable to those 
of whom he constantly stood in need. 

Those systems which describe God 
as a tyrant cannot render him an ob- 
ject of imitation |o man. They paint 
him jealous, vindictive, and interested. 
Thus religion divides men. They dis- 
pute with and persecute one another, 
and never reproach themselves with 
crimes committed in the name of God. 

The same spirit pervades religion. 
There we hear of nothing but victims ; 
and even the pure Spirit of the Chris- 
tians must ha re his own son murdered 
to appease his fury. 

Man requires a morality, founded 
upon nature and experience. 

Do we find real virtue among priests? 
Are these men, so firmly persuaded of 
God's existence, the less addicted to 
debar' " *» temperance ? Upon 
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seeing their conduct, we are apt to think 
that they are entirely undeceived in 
their opinions of the Divinity. 

Does the idea of a rewarding and 
avenging Grod impose upon those prin- 
ces who derive their power, as they 
pretend, from the Divinity himself? 
Are those wicked and remorseless mon- 
archs who spread destruction around 
them atheists ? They call the Divinity 
to witness, at the very moment when 
they are about to violate their oaths. 

Have reliffious systems bettered the 
morals of th^ people? Religion^ in 
their opinion, supersedes every thmg. 
Its ministers, content with supporting 
dogmas and rites, useful to their own 
power, multiply troublesome ceremo- 
nies, with a view of drawing profit by 
their slaves transgressing them. Be- 
hold the work of religion and priestcraft 
in a sale of the favours of Heaven ! 
The unmeaning words, impiety, blas- 
phemy, sacrilege, and heresy, were in- 
vented by priests ; and those pretended 
crimes have been punished with the 
greatest severities. 

What must be the fate of youth un- 
der such preceptors? From infancy 
the human mind is poisoned with un- 
intelligible notions and disturbed by 
phantoms, genius is cramped by a me- 
chanical devotion, and man wholly 
prejudiced against reason and truth. 

Does religion form citizens, fathers, 
or husbands ? It is placed above every 
thing. The fanatic is told that he must 
obey God, and not man ; consequently, 
when he thinks himself acting in the 
cause of Heaven, he will rebel against 
his country, and abandon his family. 

Were education directed to useful 
objects, incalculable benefits would 
anse therefrom to mankind. Notwith- 
standing their religious education, how 
many men are subject to criminal hab- 
its. In spite of a hell, so horrid even 
in description, what crowds of aban- 
doned criminals fill our cities ! Those 
men would recoil with horrour from 
him who expressed any doubts of God's 
existence. From the temple, where 
sacrifices have been made, divine ora- 
cles uttered, and vice denounced in the 
name of Heaven, every man returns to 
kis former criminal courses. 

Are condemned thieves and murder- 
ers either atheists or unbelievers? — 
those wretches believe in a Grod. They 



have continually heard him spoken of; 
neither are they strangers to the punish- 
ment which he has destined to crimes. 
But a hidden Grod and distant pun- 
ishments are ill calculated to restrain 
crimes, which present and certain chas- 
tisements do not always prevent. 

The man who would tremble at the 
commission of the smallest crime in 
the face of the world, does not hesitate 
for a moment when he thinks himself 
only seen by God. So feeble is the 
idea of divinity when opposed to human 
passions. 

Does the most religious fathei, in 
advising his son, speak to him of a vin- 
dictive God ? His constitution destroy- 
ed by debauchery, his fortune ruined by 
gaming, the contempt of society — these 
are the motives he employs. 

The idea of a God is both useless 
and contrary to sound morality: — it 
neither procures happiness to society 
nor to individuals. Men always occu- 
pied with phantoms, live in perpetual 
terrour. They neglect their most im- 
portant concerns, and pass a miserable 
existence in groans, prayers, and expia- 
tions. They imagine that they appease 
God by subjecting themselves to every 
evil. What fruit does society derive 
from the lugubrious notions of those 
pious madmen ? They are either mis- 
anthropes, useless to themselves and 
to the world, or fanatics who disturb 
the peace of nations. If religious ideas 
console a few timid and peaceable en- 
thusiasts, they render miserable during 
life millions of others, infinitely mort 
consistent with their principles. The 
man who can be tranquil under a ter 
rible God must be a being destitute ol 
reason. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Religious Opinions cannot be the Foundation 
of Morality — Parallel between Religious 
and Natural Morality — Religion impedes 
the Progress of the Mind. 

Arbitrary and inconsistent opinions, 
contradictory notions, abstract and un- 
intelligible speculations, can never 
serve as a foundation to morality ; 
which must rest upon clear and evident 
principles, deduced f/om the nature of 
man, and founded upon experience and 
reason. Morality is always unifonr 
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nnd never follows the imagination, pas- 
sions, or interests of man. It must be 
stable and equal for all men, never 
varying with lime or place. Morality, 
being the science of the duties of man 
living in society, must be founded on 
sentiments inherent in our nature. In 
a word, its basis must be necessity 

Theology is wrong in supposing that 
mutual wants, the desire of happiness, 
and the evident interests of societies 
%nd of individuals are insufficient mo- 
tives to iniHuence man. The ministers 
of religion subject morality to human 
passions by making it flow from God. 
They found morality upon nothing by 
founding it upon a chimera. 

The ideas entertained of God, owing 
to the different views which are taken 
of him, vary with the fancy of every 
man, from age to age, from one country 
to another. ' 

Compare the morality of religion 
with that of nature, and they will be 
found essentially different. | Nature in- 
vites men to love one another, to pre- 
serve their existence, and to augment 
their happiness. Religion commands 
him to love a terrible God, to hate him- 
self, and sacrifice his soul's most pre- 
cious joys to his frightful idol. jjNature 
bids man consult his reason ; religion 
tells him that reason is a fallible guide. 
Nature bids him search for truth ; reli- 
ffion prohibits all investigation. Nature 
bids man be sociable, and love his 
neighbours ; religion commands him 
to shun society, and sequester himself 
from the world. \ Nature enjoins ten- 
derness and affection to the husband ; 
religion considers matrimony as a state 
of impurity and corruption. | Nature 
bids the wicked man resist his shame- 
ful propensities, as destructive to his 
happiness ; religion, while she forbids 
crime, promises pardon to the criminal, 
by humbling himself before its minis- 
ters, by sacrifices, offerings, ceremonies, 
and prayers.] 

The numan mind, perverted by reli- 
gion, has hardly advanced a single step 
in improvement. Logic has been uni- 
formly employed to prove the most pal- 
pable absurdities. Theology has in- 
spired kings with false ideas of their 
rights, by telling them that they hold 
their power from God. The laws be- 
came subject to the caprices of religion. 
PJbysics, anatomy, and natural history 
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were only permitted to see with the 
eyes of superstition. The mpst clear 
facts were refuted, when inconsistent 
with religious hypothesis. 

Is a question in natural philosophy 
solved by saying, that phenomena, such 
as volcanoes or deluges, are proofs of 
Divine wrath? Instead of ascribing 
wars and famines to the anger of God 
would it not have been more useful tc 
show men that they proceeded from 
their own folly, and from the tyranny 
of their princes? Men would then 
have sought a remedy to their evils 
in a belter government. Experience 
would have convinced man of the in- 
efficacy of fasts, prayers, sacrifices, and 
processions, which never produced any 



good. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Man, from, the ideas which art given of Qu 
Deity ^ can conclude nothing— Their ift* 
surdity and Uselessness, 

Supposing the existence of an intel- 
ligence, like that held out by theology, 
it must be owned that no man has 
hitherto corresponded to the wishes of 
providence. God wishes himself to be 
known by men, and even the theolo- 
gians can form no idea of him. Ad- 
mitting that they did so, that his being 
and attributes are evident to them, do 
the rest of mankind enjoy the same 
advantages? 

Few men are capable of profound 
and constant meditation. The com- 
mon people of both sexes, condemned 
to toil for subsistence, never reflect 
People of fashion, all females, and 
young people of both sexes, only occu- 
pied about their passions and their 
pleasures, think as little as the vulgar. 
There are not, perhaps, ten men of a 
million of people, who have seriously 
asked themselves what they understand 
by God ; and even fewer can be found 
who have made a problem of the exist- 
ence of a Divinity : yet conviction sup- 
poses evidence, which can alone pro- 
duce certainty. Who are the men that 
are convinced of God's existence ? En- 
tire nations worship &od upon the au- 
thority of their fathers and their priests. 
Confidence, authority, and habit, stand 
in the stead of conviction and proof. 
AI' "^on authority; reason and 
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mvestigation are universally prohib- 
ited. 

Is the conviction of the existence of 
a God, so important to all men, reserved 
only to priests and the inspired ? Do 
we find the same unanimity among 
them as with those occupied with study- 
ing the knowledge of useful arts ? If 
God wishes to be known to all men, 
why does he not show himself to the 
whole world, m a less equivocal and 
more convincing manner than he has 
hitherto done in those relations which 
seem to charge him with partiality? 
Are fables and metamorphoses the only 
means which he can make use of? 
Why have not his name, attributes, 
and will, been written in characters 
legible by all men? 

By ascribing to him contradictory 
qualities, theology has put its God in a 
situation where he cannot act. Admit- 
ting that he existed with such extraor- 
dinary and contradictory qualities, we 
can neither reconcile to common sense 
nor to reason the conduct and worship 
prescribed towards him. 

If infinitely good, why fear him ? if 
infinitely wise, why interest ourselves 
about our fate ? if omniscient, why tell 
him of our wants, or fatigue him with 
our prayers ? if every where, why erect 
to him temples ? if master of all, why 
make him sacrifices and ofierings ? if 
lust, whence has arisen the belief that 
he will punish man, whom he has cre- 
ated weak and feeble ? if reasonable, 
why be an^ry with a blind creature 
like man? if immutable, why do we 
pretend to change his decrees ? and if 
inconceivable^ why presume to form 
any idea of him? 

But if, on the other hand, he be iras- 
cible, vindictive, and wicked, we are 
not bound to ofier up to him our prayers. 
If a tyrant, how can we love him? 
How can a master be loved by his 
slaves, whom he has permitted to offend, 
him that he might have the pleasure of 
punishing them ? If all-powerful, how 
can man fly from his wrath ? If un- 
changeable, how can man escape his 
fate? 

Thus, in whatever point of view we 
consider God, we can neither render 
him prayers nor worship. 

Even admitting the existence of a 
Deity, full of equity, reason, and be- 
nevolence, what would a virtuous athe- 



ist have to fear, who should unexpect- 
edly find himself in the presence of a 
being whom, during life, he had mis- 
conceived and neglected? 

" O, God !" he might say, " incon- 
ceivable being, whom I could not dis- 
cover, pardon, that the limited under- 
standing thou hast given me has been 
inadequate to thy discovery ! How 
could I discover thy spiritual essence 
by the aid of sense alone ? I could not 
submit my mind to the yoke of men, 
who, confessedly not more enlightened 
than I, agreed only among themselves 
in bidding me renounce the reason 
which thou hast given ! But, O God ! 
if thou lovest thv creatures, I have also 
loved them ! If virtue pleaseth thee, 
my heart ever honoured it. I have con- 
soled the afflicted ; never did I devour 
the substance of the poor. I have ever 
been just, bountiful, and compassion- 
ate." 

In spite of reason, men are often, by 
disease, brought back to the prejudices 
of infancy. This is most frequently 
the case with sick people: upon the 
approach of death, they tremble, be- 
cause the machine is enfeebled ; the 
brain being unable to perform its func- 
tions, they of course fall into deliriums. 
Our systems experience the changes of 
our body. 



. CHAPTER XXVI. 

Apology for the Sentiments contained tn this 

Work. 

Men tremble at the very name of an 
atheist. But who is an atheist? The 
man who brings mankind back to rea- 
son and experience, by destroying pre- 
judices inimical to their happiness'; 
who has no need of resorting to super- 
natural powers in explaining the phe- 
nomena of nature. 

It is madness, say theologians, to 
suppose incomprehensible motions in 
nature. Is it madness to prefer the 
known to the unknown? — to consult 
experience and the evidence of our 
senses? — to address ourselves to rea- 
son, and prefer her oracles to the deci- 
sion of sophists, who even confess 
themselves ignorant of the God they 
announce ? 

When we see priests so angry with 
atheistical opinions, should we nor 
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pect the justice of their cause ? Spirit- 
ual tyrants ! 'tis ye who have defamed 
the Divinity, hy Desmearing him with 
the blood of the wretched ! You are 
the trulv impious. Impiety consists in 
insulting the God in wnom it believes. 
He who does not believe in a God can- 
not injure him, and cannot of course be 
impious. 

On the other hand, if piety consists 
in servins: our country, in being useful 
to our feTlow-creatures, and in observ- 
ing the laws of nature, an atheist is 
pious, honest, and virtuous, when his 
conduct is regulated by the laws which 
reason and vu'tue prescribe to him. 

Men, we are told, who have reason 
to expect future happiness, never fall 
into atheism. The interest of the pas- 
sions and the fear of punishment alone 
make atheists. But men who endeav- 
our to enlighten that reason which im- 
prints every idea of virtue, are not cal- 
culated to reject the existence of a 
future state, from an apprehension of 
its chastisements. 

It is true, the number of atheists is 
inconsiderable, because enthusiasm has 
dazzled the human mind, and the pro- 
gress of errour has been so very great, 
that few men have courage to search 
for truth. If by atheists are meant 
those who, guided by experience and 
the evidence of their senses, see nothing 
in nature but what really exists ; if by 
atheists are meant natural philosophers, 
who think every thing may be account- 
ed for by the laws of motion, without 
having recourse to a chimerical power ; 
if by atheists are meant those who know 
not what a spirit is, and who reject a 
phantom whose opposite qualities only 
disturb mankind ; doubtless, there are 
many atheists : and their number would 
be greater, were the knowledge of 
physics and sound reason more gener- 
ally disseminated. 

An atheist does not believe in the 
existence of a God. No man can be 
certain of the existence of an incon- 
ceivable being, in whom inconsistent 
qualities are said to be united. In this 
sense, many theologians would be athe- 
ists, as well as those credulous beings 
who prostrate themselves before a be- 
ing of whom they have no other idea 
than that given them by men avowedly 
•^comprehending nothing of him them- 
svlves. 
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b Atheism Compatible with Sound MoraHty? 

Though the atheist denies the exist- 
ence of a €rod, he neither denies his 
own existence nor that of other men; 
he cannot deny the existence of rela- 
tions which subsist between men, nor 
the duties which necessarily result from 
those relations. He cannot doubt tiie 
existence of morality, or the science of 
the relations which su-'i^ist between 
men living in society. Though he 
may sometimes seem to forget the 
moral principles, it does not follow 
that they do not exist. He may act 
inconsistently with his principles, but 
a philosophical infidel is not so much 
an object of dread as an enthusiastic 
priest. Though the atheist disbelieves 
in the existence of a God, can it be 
thought that he will indulge to excesses 
dangerous to himself and subject to 
punishments? 

Whether would men be happier un- 
der an atheistical prince, or a believing 
tyrant, continually bestowing presents 
upon priests ? yv ould we not have to 
fear religious quarrels from the latter? 
Would not the name of God, of which 
the monarch avails himself, sometimes 
serve as an excuse for the persecutions 
of the tyrant ? Would he not at least 
hope to find in religion a pardon for his 
crimes ? 

Much inconveniency may arise from 
making morality depend upon the exist- 
ence of a God. When corrupt minds 
discover the falsehood of those suppo- 
sitions, they will think virtue itself, 
like the Deity, a mere chimera, and see 
no reason to practise it in life. It is, 
howevei, as beings living in society, 
that we are bound by morality. Our 
duties must always be the same, wheth- 
er a God exist or not. 

If some atheists deny the existence 
of good and of evil, it only proves their 
own ignorance. A natural sentiment 
causes man to love pleasure and hate 
pain. Ask the man who denies the 
existence of virtue and vice, would he 
be indifferent at being robbed, calum- 
niated, betrayed, and insulted? His 
answer will prove that he makes a dis- 
tinction between men's actions*, that 
the distinctions of good and evil depend 
neither upon human conventions nor 
the idea of a Deity ; neither do thev 
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depead upon the rewards or punish- 
ments of a future state of existence. 

The atheist, believing only in the 
present life, at least wishes to live 
happy. Atheism, says Bacon, renders 
man prudent, as it limits his views to 
this life. Men accustomed to study 
and meditation never are bad citizens. 

Some men, undeceived themselves 
in religious matters, pretend that reli- 
gion is useful to the people, since, with- 
out it, they could not be governed. But 
has religion had a useful influence upon 
popular manners ? It enslaves, without 
making obedient ; it makes idiots, whose 
sole virtue consists in a blind submis- 
sion to paltry and silly ceremonies, to 
which more consequence is attached 
than to real virtue or pure morality. 
Children are only frightened for a mo- 
ment by imaginary terrours. It is only 
by shov.ing men the truth that they can 
appreciate its value, and find motives 
for cultivating it. • 

It is chiefly among nations where 
superstition, aided by authority, makes 
its heavy yoke be felt, and imprudently 
abuses its power, that the number of 
atheists is considerable. Oppression 
infuses energy into the mind, and occa- 
sions a strict investigation into the 
causes of its evils. Calamity is a 
powerful goad, stimulating the mind 
to the side of truth. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Motives which lead to Atheism — Can this be 
Dangerous ? 

What interest, we are asked, can 
men have to deny the existence of 
God ? But are the tyrannies exercised 
in his name, and the slavery in which 
men groan under priests, sufficient mo- 
tives for determining us to examine 
into the pretensions of a class that oc- 
casions so much mischief in the world? 
Can there be a stronger motive than 
the incessant dread excited by the belief 
in a being who is angry with our most 
secret thoughts, whom we may unknow- 
ingly offend, who is never pleased with 
us, who gives man evil inclinations that 
he may punish him for them, who eter- 
nally punishes the crime of a moment? 

The deist will tell us that we only 
paint superstition, but such a supposi- 
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lion will never prove the existence of 
a Deity. If the Grod of superstition oe 
a disgusting being, that of deism must 
always be inconsistent and impossible. 
The depraved devotee finds in reli- 
gion a thousand pretexts for being 
wicked. The atheist has no cloak of 
zeal to cover his vengeance a id fury. 

No sensible atheist thinks that the 
cruel actions caused by religion are 
capable of being justified. If the athe- 
ist be a bad man, he knows when he is 
committing wrong. Neither Grod nor 
his priests can then persuade him that 
he has been acting proj^rly. 

The indecent and criminal conduct 
of his ministers, say some men, proves 
nothing against religion. May not the 
same thing be said of an atheist of good 
principles and a bad practice ? Athe- 
ism, it is said^ destroys the force of 
oaths ; but perjury is common enough 
with those nations who boast the most 
of their piety. Are the w ost holy kings 
faithful to their oaths ? Does not reli- 
gion itself sometimes grant a dispen- 
sation from them^ especially when the 
perjury is beneficial to the holy cause ? 
Do criminals refrain from swearing, 
when necessary to their justification ? 
Oaths are a foolish formality, which 
neither impose upon villains nor add 
any thing to the engagements of good 
men. 

It has been asked, whether a people 
ever existed that had not some idea of 
a Deity ; and could a nation of atheists 
exist ? 

A timid and ignorant animal^ like 
man, necessarily becomes superstitious 
under calamity. He either creates a 
Grod himself or takes that which is 
offered him by another. But the savage 
does not draw the same conclusion 
from the existence of his Gods as the 
polished citizen. A nation of savages 
content themselves with a rude wor- 
ship, and never reason about the Divin- 
ity. It is only in civilized states that 
men subtilize those ideas. 

A numerous society, without either 
religion, morality, government, laws, 
or principles, doubtless cannot exist, 
since it would only be an assemblage 
of men mutually disposed to injure one 
another. But, in spite of all religions 
in the world, are not all human socie- 
ties nearly in that state ? A societv of 
atheists, governed by good laws, v 
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rewards excite to virtue, and punish- 
meots deter from crime, would be infi- 
nitely more virtuous than those reli- 
gious societies in which every thing 
tends to disturb the mind and to deprave 
the heart. 

We cannot expect to take away from 
a whole nation its religious ideas, be- 
cause they have been inculcated from 
the tenderest infancy. But the vulgar, 
in the long run, may reap advantages 
from labours, of which they at present 
have no idea. Atheism, having truth 
on its side, will gradually insinuate 
itself into the mind, and become famil- 
iar to man. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Abridgement qf the System qf Nature, 

O YE, says Nature, who, according 
to the impulse which I have given you, 
tend every instant towards happiness, 
do not resist my sovereign law I labour 
at your felicity ; enjoy without fear ; 
be fiappy. 

I Return, O devotee, to Nature ! She 
will banish from thy heart the terrours 
which are overwhelming thee. Cease 
to contemplate futurity. Live for thy- 
self and thy fellow-creatures. I ap- 
prove of thy pleasures, while they 
neither injure thee nor others, whom 
I have rendered necessary to thy hap- 
piness./ 

Let humanity interest thee in the fate 
of thy fellow-creature. Consider that, 
like him, thou mayest one day be mis- 
erable. Dry up the tears of distressed 
virtue and injured innocence. Let the 
mild fervour of friendship, and the es- 
teem of a loved companion, make thee 
forget the pains of life. 

Be just, since equity supports the 
human race. Be good, as bounty at- 
tai hes every heart. Be indulgent, since 
thou livest among beings weak like 
thyself. Be modest, as pride hurts the 
self-love of everv human being. Par- 



don injuries, as vengeance eternizes 
hatred. Do good to him who injures 
thee, that thou mayest show thyself 
greater than he, and also gain his friend- 
ship. Be moderate, temperate, and 
chaste, since voluptuousnes^, intem- 
perance, and excess, destroy thy being, 
and render thee contemptible. 
/ It is I who punish the crimes of this 
world./ The wicked man may escape 
human laws, but mine he can never fly 
from. Abandon thyself to intemper- 
ance, and man will not punish thee, 
but I will punish thee, by shortening 
thy existence. If addicted to vice, 
thou wilt perish under thy fatal habits. 
Princes, whose power surpasseth hu- 
man laws, tremble under mine. I pun- 
ish them by infusing suspicion and 
terrour into their minds. Look into 
the hearts of those criminals, whose 
smiling countenances conceal an an- 
guished soul. See the covetous miser, 
haggard and emaciated, groaning under 
wealth, acquired by the sacrifice of 
himself. View the gay voluptuary, 
secretly writhing under a broken con- 
stitution; see the mutual hatred and 
contempt which subsist between the 
adulterous pair! The liar, deprived 
of all confidence ; the icy heart of in- 
gratitude, which no act of kindness 
can dissolve ; the iron soul of the mon- 
ster whom the sight of misfortune could 
never soften ; the vindictive being, 
nourishing in his bosom the gnawing 
vipers which are consuming him! 
Envy, if thou darest, the sleep of the 
murderer, the iniquitous judge, or the 
oppressor, whose couches are surround- 
ed by the torches of the furies ! But 
no I humanity obliges thee to partake 
of their merited torments. Comparing 
thyself with them, and finding thy bo- 
som the constant abode of peace, thou 
wilt find a subject of self-congratula- 
tion. Finally, behold the decree of 
destiny fulfilled on all ! She wills that 
virtue shall never go unrewarded, but 
crime be ever its own punishment. 
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